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ro  the  Right  Honorable  the 


EARL    OF    B  Alt  H. 


My  Lord, 

MILTON  Wmfelf  prefixed  no  De- 
dication to  the  Paradise  Lost; 
tfbt  he  defigned  it,  not  for  a  finglf  patron,^. 
Aiat.  for  the  wife  and  karfted  of  all  age«i 
•However  letreTal  of  the  later  editions  havd 
\ieea.  inlcrihed  to  Lord  SoBimeis,  as  »  greal 
^^mirer  and  ^ncsurager  of  this  work :  ami 
indeed  fuch  a  poem  ihould  be  aMrelTect 
only  to  the  taoft  worthy <  to  Loiid  Sortimers, 
,  cr  One  like  Him  a  Jndg*  and  patro6-ef 'art^ 
,  fpA  illuftrious  both  in  the  commonwealth  of 
,    liam  and  the  cofflmonwtelth  of  leMers.  ' 
I  A  2  Bat 
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D  E  D  I  C  ATI  O  N. 

But  this  edition  hath  a  peculiar  right  and 
title  to  Your  Lordfhip's  patronage  and  pro- 
tedion,  as  it  was  undertaken  chiefly  at 
Your  deflre,  and  in  Tome  meafure  carried 
on  at  Your  expend  *,  Your  Lordfhip  having 
generoufly  contributed  the  copper  plates  to 
beautify  and  adorn  it:  and  at  the  lame  time 
Your  Lordfliip  was  willing  to  give  feme 
encouragement  to  the  art  of  deflgning  here 
in  England;  for  it  is  greatly  to  be  la- 
mented, when  we  can  produce  models  in 
poetry  fuperior  to  any  or  all  the  nations  in 
Eurc^  that  we  (hould  be  deficient  and 
inferior  to  ieveral  of  them  in  the  fifler  art 

of  painting. 

Milton  was  ever  a  favorite  poet  with 
Your  ILordihip.  You  confldered  him  always 
as  a  claflic  author  in  Englifh,  and  wer^ 
defirous  to  have  him  published  as  fuch :  and, 

•  This  is  Oud  of  th^  Firft  Edition  in  Quarter  thoUgh 
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though  I  cannot  pretend  to  inftrufl  Your 
Lordfliip  to  underftand  him  better,  or  ad" 
jnire  him  more;    yet  if  I  can  make  him 
[more  generally  underftood,  and  confequently 
more  juftly  admired.  Your  Lordfhip's  pur- 
pofe  and  mine  will  be  fufficiently  aniwcred. 
^Your  Lordfhip's  tafle  has  never  been  que-    , 
ftioned;    and  I  fliould  dread  Your  great     ' 
abilities,  if  I  did  not  love  more  Your  caif^ 
dor  and  good-nature:  and  no  wonder  thatfj^ 
ifou  have  fo  much  a  finer  tafte  than  othe^  ' 
great  men,  as  You  are  fo  much-  a  finer! 
writer,  and  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  metitloi? 

in  poetiy  as  well  as  in  profe.  For  tto  , 
|bte  has  not  wholly  ingrofled  Yo*ii"timiB' 
and  attention;  at  proper  feafons  arid  inter-; 
vals  You  havfalfo  fecrificed  tctKe  Mufe."  ' 
jjbut  writings  ittothei'  kinds  are  very  well- 
Imdwn  to  the  World,  have  lon^beeir  in- 
A  3  every 
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DEDICATION. 

every  body's  hands,  and  read  wkh  uni- 
¥erfal  delight  and  admiration:  but  Youf 
verles  are  made  only  for  the  amufement 
of  Ypur  leifiire  hours,  and  the  entertain- 
ment of  Your  friends  j  and  it  is  not  cafy 
for  others,  who  have  not  had  the  plea- 
fiire  of  feeing  fbme  of  them,  to  con- 
ceive the  fpirit,  and  eafe,  and  elegance, 
and  happinefs,  with  which  they  are  writ- 
ten. They,  who  remember  the  pieces  by 
Lord  Dorfet,  may  have  the  befl:  notioa 
of  them. 

And  if  I  may  prefume  to  know  any. 
thing  of  the  fpirit  or  mind  of  Milton  by  a. 

diligent  perufal  of  his  works,  he  would  be 
pleafed  with  the  offering  of  any  of  his 
writings  to  Your  Lordfliip,  for  the  fake  of 
thofe  principles  of  liberty  which  You  hava 
always  poofefied.    He  would  have  rejoiced 

in 
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D  E  D  I  C  A  T  I  O  I^.' 

in  Yout  long,  and  glorious  ftniggle  in  the- 
I    caufc  of  liberty,    in    the  caufe    of  Your 
country:    and  if  all  the  good  effefts  have 
not  followed  from  it,   which  might  have 
been  expelled,  though  it  may  not  become 
me  to  fay  where  the  blame   ought  to  be- 
laid,  yet  it  cannot   misbecome  me  to  fay 
that  it  ought  by  no  means   to  be  laid,  as 
it  has  feeertj  upon  Your  Eiordfliip.    It  is  not 
liiy  buiinefs  to  give  any  oflenfe^  and  I  in- 
tend none,  I  abhor  defamation,-  and  I  fcont^ 
as  milch  to  flatter  your  Lordfhip  or  any 
man.     Bat  it  may  be  laid,  I  hope  without 
_  ofienfe,  I  am  fure  WitTiout  flattery,  that  it- 
'  i$  in  Your  Lordfhip's  power  to  fet  all  thcfe' 
k  ti^nfaaiohs  in  a  cleat  light,  and  You  have 
'  fufficiait  materials  by  You  for  this  purpofe, 
alid  h«ve  often   been   folicited   by   Your 
i  mendt   to  do   it:     but   Ydur    LordrfiipV 
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anfWer  always  was,  that  You  would  leave  it 
to  Time  and  Truth  to  vindicate  Your  cha- 
rader.  And  the  event  has  fiicceeded  ac- 
cording to  Your  LonKhip's  wifdom  and 
fbrefight;  prejudice  is  dying  away;  truth 
is  gaining  ground  daily;  and  the  more  the 
truth  is  underftood,  the  more  it  redounds 
to  Your  Lordihip*s  honor:  and  Your  ene- 
mies themfelves,  and  thole  who  not  know- 
ing Your  pQrpofes  will  not  allow  You  to 
have  aded  a  wife,  muft  yet  be  forced  to 
acknowledge  that  you  aded  a  moft  difin- 
terefted  part.  For  it  is  very  well  known, 
that  you  were  even  courted  to  accept  the 
place  of  the  greateft  power  and  confi- 
dence; or  if  You  had  foieleen  any  difiiculty 
of  maintaining  YouHelf  in  power,  as  that 
is  a  flippery  and  uncertain  fituation, .  You 
might  have  fecured  Yourfclf  in  the  ^(^ 

£efSoa 


i 


DEDICATION. 

feffion  of  any  of  the  moft  lucrative  employ- 
ments,  and  might  have  enjoyed  it  with  i 
patent  for  life.  But  Your  LordfHp  wav.^ 
content  to  leave  others  in  place  and  power, 
who  You  thought  were  moft  able  and  beft 
qualified  for  the  adminiftration  of  public 
ai}ain,  and  retired  Yourfelf  with  only  a 
dignity,  which  had  been  offered  You  fe-%| 
veral  times  before.  Such  inftances  of 
magnanimity  and  difinterefteine'fs  have  not 
been  cpnunon  in  any  age,  and  are  very  uh-*  • 
commoii  in  the  prelent.  < 

Thus  much  the  love  of  truth  and^virtue, 
which  is    inleparable  irom   the    love   of  ' 
Your  Lordfhip,   has  obliged   me  to  &y:  , 
Skfsd  if  I  am  partial  to  Your  Lordlhip's 
charader,   there  are  other,  leafens  which 
have  made  me  to,   befides  the  iriendfliip,^' 
*  and  kindneb  which  You  'iiave  (hewn  to' 
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D  E  D  I  C  AT  I  O  N.'   •       • 

'  me  npoa'  all  occafions.  Torn'  love  of  re- 
ligion and  virtue,   which  You  exprefi  in 

.  aU  Your  difcourfes  and  anions ;  Your  re- 
verence Bx  the  holy  Scriptures,  and  how 
un&fliionable  fcever  it  may  be.  Your  open 
profeffion  of  the  truth  of  the  Chiiflian 
revelation;  Your  regard  Sx  our  eftablifli'd 
IChurch,  and  regulv  attendence  Upon  the 
public  worihip;  Your  conflant  aiid  in" 
violable  afie^bn  to  the  conftitution  and 
liberties  of  Your  counay;  Your  aflang 
always  upon  the  true  Whig  principles,  and 

.  afieiting  equally  the  prerogatives  of  the 
crown  and  the  privileges  of  the  people; 
Your  fti^y  and  fineere  attachment,   tho' 

,  not  always  to  the  minifters,  yet  always  to 
the  perfon  of   our  moft'  gracious   King, 

.  and  the  true  intetefia  of  his  royal  family, 
who  next  under  God  are  the  great  bulwark 

and 
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and  defenfe  of  our  religion  and  liberties; 
Your  readinefi  at  all  rimes  to  maintain  the  i 
liberty  of  the  prels,  tho'  no  man  ever  fuf-  . 
fered  more  by  the  abule  of  it  than  Your- 
ftlf;  Your  humane  and  compaffionate 
temper;  Your  uncommon  knowledge,  and 
extenfive  genius  for  htterature  or  bufinefs; 
Your  eafy  wit,  and  flowing  converlation, 
often  inftraflive,  always  agreeable  and  en- 
tertaining ;  Your  Ibcial  and  convivial  {pi- 
nt, that  it  is  a  happinefs  to  live  or  con- 
verfc  with  You ;  thefe,  thefe  are  the  good 
qualities,  which  have  gained  my  afieftion, 
and  muft  gain  every  one's  who  hath  equal 
opportunities  of  obferving  themi  If  1 
knew  any  man,  who  polTefled  and  ex- 
erted them  all  in  a  greater  and  mote  emi- 
nent degree  than  Your  Lordfhip,  I  (hould  , 
love  him  and  admire  liim  more :  but  till  then 
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I  muft  have  the  higheft  honor  for  Your 
^Lordfhip,  and  cannot  help  profefling  my- 
ielf  without  referve,   and  with  all  poflible 
veneration. 


My  Lord, 


Your  L  o  R  D  s  H I  p's  ever  obliged. 


and  devoted  Servant, 


May  20,  1749. 


Thomas  Newton. 


»* 


PREFACE. 


TO  publifh  new  and  correifl  editions  of  the 
works  of  approved  authors  has  ever  been  m 
efteemed  a  iervice  to  learning,  and  an  em- 
ployment worthy  of  men  of  learning.  It  is  not  ma- 
terial whether  tlie  author  is  ancient  or  modern. 
Good  criticifm  is  the  fame  in  all  languages.  Nay  I 
know  not  whether  there  is  not  greater  merit  in  cul- 
tivating our  own  language  than  any  other.  And  cer- 
tainly next  to  a  good  writer,  a  good  critic  holds  the 
fecond  rank  in  the  republic  of  letters.  And  if  the 
pious  and  learned  Bilhop  of  TheflalonJca  has  gained 
immortal  honor  by  his  notes  upon  Homer,  it  can  be 
no  difcredit  to  a  graver  Divine  than  myfelf  to  com- 
ment upon  fuch  a  divine  poem  as  the  ParadxTe  Loft, 
cfpecially  after  fome  great  men^  wh(f  have  gone  be- 
fore me  ia  this  exerclfe,  and  whofe  example  is  landtion  . 
fuiHcient. 

My  defign  in  the  prefent  edition  is  to  publifh  the 
Faradife  LoA,  as  the  work  of  a  cla^ic  author  cum 
notis  variomm.  And  in  order  to  this  end  the  firft 
care  has  been  to  print  the  text  corredlly  according  to 
Milton's  own  editions.  And  herein  the  editors  of 
Milton  have  a  confiderable  advantage  over  the  editors 
of  Shakefpcar.  For  the  firil  editions  of  Shakelpear's 
works  being  printed  from  the  incorreft  copies  of  the 
players,  there  is  mrae  room  left  for  conjeAures  and 
emendations ;  and  as  according  to  the  old  proverb. 

Bene  qui  conjiciet  vatem  hunc  perhibebo  optimum, 
the  beft  gueflcr  was  the  befl  diviner,  fo  he  may  be 
faid  m  fome  meafure  too  to  be  the  beft  editor  of 
Shakefpev,  a»  Mr.  Warbarton  h^  proved  himfelf 
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by  variety  of  conjeftures,  and  many  of  them  very 
hapi^  ones,  upon  the  mofl:  difficult  pafiages.  But 
we  who  undertake  to  publifh  Milton's  Paradife  Loft 
are  not  reduced  to  that  uncertainty ;  we  are  not  left 
floting  in  the  wide  ocean  of  conjcdure,  but  have  a 
chart  and  compafs  to  fleer  by ;  we  have  an  authentic 
copy  to  follow  in  the  two  editions  printed  in  his 
own  life-time,  and  have  only  to  corredl  what  may 
be  fuppofed  to  be  the  errors  of  the  prefs,  or  miflakes 
occafioned  by  the  author's  blindnefs.  Thefe  two 
editions  then,  the  firfl  in  ten  books  printed  in  a  fmall 
quarto,  and  the  fecond  in  twelve  books  printed .  in  a 
fmall  o(3avo,  are  propofed  as  our  flandard :  the  va* 
nations  in  each  are  noted  -,  and  we  never  deviate  from 
them  both  without  afUgning,  as  we  think,  a  fub- 
ftantial  reafon  |br  it.  Some  alterations  indeed  are 
neceilary  to  be  made  in  confequence  of  the  late  im« 
provements  in  printing,  with  regard  to  the  ufe  of 
capital  letters,  Italic  characters,  and  the  fpelling  of 
fome  words :  but  to  Milton's  own  fpelling  (for  we 
mufl  diflinguifh  between  his  and  that  of  his  times) 
we  pay  all  proper  regard,  and  commonly  note  where 
it  is  right,  and  where  it  is  wrong;  and  follow  it  or 
not  accordingly.  His  pointing  too  we  generally  ob- 
ferve,  becaufe  it  is  generally  right;  fuch  was  the 
care,  that  Milton  himfelf  took  in  having  the  proof- 
fhects  read  to  him,  or  his  friends  took  for  him :  and 
changes  of  confequence  we  make  none  without  figni- 
fyiiig  the  reafons;  in  Icfler  inftances  there  is  no  oc- 
cafion  to  be  particular.  In  a  word  we  approve  of 
the  two  firii  editions  in  the  main,  tho'  we  cannot 
think  that  they  ought  to  be  followed  (as  fbme  have 
advifed)  Jcttcr  for  letter,  and  point  for  point.    We 

defire 
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defire  to  tranfcribe  all  their  excellences,  but  ha^iil 
notion  of  perpetuating  their  faults  and  errors. 

When  the  text  was  fettled,  the  notes  camo  iM^t 
under  confideration.  P.  H.  or  Patrick  Hume,  as  he  , 
was  the  firft,  fo  is  the  moft  copious  annotator.  He 
laid  the  foundation,  but  he  laid  it  among  infinite  * 
heaps  of  rubbiJh.  The  greater  part  of  his  work  is- 
a  dull  diflionary  of  the  moft  common  words,  a  te- 
dious fardel  of  the  moft  trivial  obfervations,  explain-  • 
ing  what  requires  no  explanation:  but  uke  away 
what  is  fuperfluous,  and  there  will  flill  remain  a 
great  deal  that  is  ufeflil;  there  is  gold  among  his 
drofs,  and  I  have  been  careful  to  fcparate  the  one 
from  the  other.  It  was  recommended  to  me  indeed  ' 
to  print  intire  Mr.  Addifon's  Spe<5tators  upon  the 
Paradife  Loft,  as  ingenious  effays  which  had  con- 
tributed greatly  to  the  reputation  of'the  poem,  and 
having  been  added  to  fevcral  editions  they  could  not 
well  be  omitted  in  this  edition:  and  accordingly 
thoic  papctSi  which  treat  of  the  poem  in  general, 
are  prefixed  in  the  nature  of  a  preliminary  difcourfe ; 
and  thofe,  which  are  written  upon  each  book  fepa- 
rately,  are  inferted  under  each  book,  and  interwoven 
in  their  proper  places.  Dr.  Bentley's  is  a  great  name 
in  criticifm.  But  he  has  not  acquired  any  additional 
honor  by  his  new  edition  of  the  Paradife  Loft.  Nay 
Ibme  have  been  fo  Bu:  prejudiced  as  to  think,  that 
he  could  not  be  a  good  critic  in  any  language,  who 
had  fhown  himfelf  fojnjudicious  an  one  in  his  own 
mother-tongue.-  &it  prejudice  apart,  he  was  a  very 
great  man,  of  parts  Inwiot  to  few,  of  learning  fupe- 
rior  to  moft  men;  and  he  has  made  fome  very  judi- 
cious and  ufeful  remarks  upon  the  Paradife   Loft, 

tho'jgh 
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though  in  the  general  they  may  rather  be  caUed 
dotages  of  Dr.  Bentley.     He  was  more  fagacious  in 
finding  faults^  than  happy  in  mending  them ;  and  if 
he  had  confined  himfi^lf  only  to  the  former,    he 
*  might  have  had  better  fuccefsj;    but  when  he  at-y 
tempted  the  latter,  and  fubftituted  verfes  of  his  own 
in  the  room  of  Milton's,  he  commonly  made  moft 
miferable  bunding  work,   being  no  poet  himlelf^ 
and  having  Utile  or  no  tafte  of  poetry.     Dr.  Pearce, 
the  prefent  Lord  Bifhop  of  Bangor,  has  diftinguifhed 
his  tafle  and  judgment  in  choofing  always  the  beft 
authors  for  the  fubje<5ts  of  his  criticifii),  as  Cicero 
and  Longinus  among   the   Ancients,    and  Milton 
among  the  Moderns.     His  Review  of  the  Text  of 
the  Paradife  Lofl:  is  not  only  a  moft  complete  anfwer 
to  Dr.  Bentley,  but  may  ferve  as  a  pattern  to  all 
fixture  critics,  of  found  learning  and  juft  reaibning 
joined  with  the  greateft  candor  and  gentlenefs  of 
manners.    The  whole  is  very  well  worthy  of  the 
perufal  of  every  lover  and  admirer  of  Milton,  but 
luch  parts  only  are  ingrafied  into  this  work  as  are 
more  immediately  proper  for  our  defign,  and  explain 
fome  difficulty,   or  illuflrate  fome  beauty  of  our 
author.     His  Lordfhip  together  with  my  Lord  Bath 
firft  engaged  ipe  in  this  undertaking,    and  he  ha« 
kindly  aififted  me  in  it  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end ',  and  I  pannot  but  entertain  the  better  hopes  of 
the  public  approbation,  as  thefe  (heets,  long  before 
th^ey  went  to  the  prefs,  were  perufed  and  correded 
by  his  liOrdfhip.    Of  Mr.  Ricnardfon's  notes  it  muft 
be  faid  that  there  are  ft  range  inequalities  in  ^thera, 
fome  extravagances,  and  many  excellences ;  there  is 
often  better  fenff  than  grammar  or  Englifti^  and 

he 
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he  fometimcs  hits  the  true  meaning  of  the  author 
furprifingly,  and  explains  it  properly.  He  had  good, 
natural  parts  but  without  erudition  or  learning,  in 
which  he  was  aflifted  by  his  fon,  who  is  a  man  of 
tjfte  and  litteraturc,  as  well  as  of  the  greateft  bene- 
volence and  good-nature.  Mr.  Warburton  likewifa 
has  published  fome  remaiks  upon  the  Paradife  Loft, 
occafioned  chiefly  by  Dr.  Bentley's  edition.  They 
were  printed  fome  years  ago  in  the  Hiftory  of  the 
works  of  the  Learned,  and  he  allowed  me  the  free 
uie  of  them  :  but  upon  looking  into  the  Hiftory  of 
the  works  of  the  Learned,  to  my  regret  I  found  that 
his  remarks  were  continued  no  iarther  than  the  three 
firft  books,  and  what  is  become  of  Iiis  other  papers, 
and  how  they  were  miflaid  and  loft,  neither  he  nor 
I  can  apprehend;  but  the  excellence  of  thofe  which 
remain  Sufficiently  evinces  the  great  lofs  that  we  have 
falfcuocd  in  the  others,  which  cannot  now  be  i-e- 
covered.  He  has  done  me  the  honor  too  of  recom- 
mending diis  edition  to  the  public  in  the  pre^ice  to 
his  Shakdpear,  but  nothing  could  have  recommended 
it  more  efieftually  than  if  it  had  been  adorned  hy 
fome  more  of  his  notes  and  obfervations.  There  is 
a  pamphlet  intitled  An  ESky  upon  Milton's  imita^* 
dons  of  the  Ancients,  faid  to  be  written  by  a  Gentle- 
man of  North  Britain ;  and  there  is  another  intitled 
Letters  concerning  poetical  tranflations,  and  Virgil's 
and  Milton's  arts  of  verfe,  commonly  afcribed  to 
Mr.  Auditor  Benfon:  and  of  both  thefe  I  have 
made  fome  ufe,  as  I  have  likewife  of  the  learned 
Mr.  Upton's  Critical  Obfervations  on  Shakefpear, 
wherein  he  has  occafionally  interfperfed  fome  remarks 
Dpon  Milton }  and  in  ihort,  like  the  bee,  I  have  been 
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ftudious  of  gathering  fweets  \irhereTet  I  could  find 
them  growing. 

But  befides  the  flower  of  thofe  which  havt  been 
aheady  publifhed,  here  are  fcveral  new  obfetvattonff 
oflfcred  to  the  world,  both  of  others  and  my  own* 
Dr.  Heylin  lent  me  the  ufe  of  his  matiufcript  te« 
marks,  but  much  the  greater  part  of  them  had  been 
rifled  before  by  Dr.  Bentley.     It  ftems  Dr.  Heylin 
had  once  an  intention  of  publiihing  a  new  editioa 
of  the  Paradife  Loft,  and  mentioned  his  delign  to 
Dr«  Bemley :  biU  Dr.  Bentley  declaring  at  the  fivnc 
time  his  refolufion  of  doing  it,  Dr.  Heylin  modeftly 
defifted,   and  freely  communicated  what  obferva-** 
tions  he  had  made  to  Dr.  Bentley.    And  what  doeft 
Dr,  Bentley  do  ?    Why,  he  borrows  the  beft  and 
moft  plaufible  of  his  notes  from  Dr.  Heylin,  publifhea 
them  as  his  own,  and  never  has  the  gratitude  to 
make  any  acknowledgment,  or  To  much  as  any  men^ 
tion  of  his  benefador.  I  am  obliged  too  to  Mr.  Jortin 
for  fome  remarks,  which  he  conveyed  to  me  by  the 
hands  of  Dr.  Pearce.  They  are  chiefly  upon  Milton's 
unitations  of  the  Ancients ;  but  every  thing  that  pro- 
ceeds from  him  is  of  value,  whether  in  poetry,  cri- 
ticifm,  or  divinity  i  as  ap^ars  from  his  Lufus  ^oe^* 
tici,  his  Mifcellaneous  Obfervations  upon  authors, 
and  his  Difcourfes  concerning  the  truth  of  the  Chn«- 
ilian  Religion.     Befides  thofe  already  mentioned, 
Mr.  Warburton  has  favored  me  vrith  a  few  Other 
notes  in  manufcript ;  I  wi(h  there  hid  been  more  of 
them  for  the  fake  of  the  reader,  for  the  loofe  hints 
of  fuch  Writers,    like  the  flight  sk<^che8  of  greftt 
mafters  in  painting,  are  worth  .more  than  the  lafa<>r'd 
pieces  of  others.     And  he  very  kindly  tent  me 
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Mr.  Pope's  Milton  of  Bentley's  edition,  wherein 
Mr.  Pope  had  all  along  with  his  own  hand  fct  fomc 
mark  of  approbation,  reile,  ben^,  pulchre  &c,  in 
the  margin  over-againft  fuch  emendations  of  the 
Dodor's,  as  feemed  to  him  juft  and  reafonable.  It 
was  a  fadsiki^ion  to  fee  what  lb  great  a  genius  thought 
particularly  of  that  edition,  and  he  appears  through- 
oat  the  whole  to  have  been  a  very  candid  reader, 
and  to  have  approved  of  more  than  really  merits  ap- 
probation. Mr.  Richardfon  the  father  has  faid  in 
his  preiacc,  that  his  fon  had  a  very  copious  colleiflion 
of  fine  pailages  out  of  ancient  and  modern  authors, 
by  which  Milton  had  profited;  and  this  coUefiion, 
which  is  written  in  the  margin  and  between  the  lines 
of  Mr.  Home's  annoUtlone,  Mr.  Richardfon  the  fon 
has  put  into  my  hands.  Some  little  ufe  I  have  made 
of  it ;  and  it  might  have  been  of  greater  fervice,  and 
luve  &.Tcd  me  fane  trcHible,  if  I  md  not  then  almoft 
C(»np]etcd  diie  work.  Mr.  Thyer,  the  Librvian  at 
MancheAer,  I  have  not  the  pleafure  of  knowing 
perlbnaUy,  but  by  his  writings  I  am  convinced  that 
he  muft  be  a  man  of  great  learning,  and  as  great 
humanity.  It  was  late  before  I  was  informed  that  he 
had  written  any  remarks  upon  the  Paradife  LoA, 
but  he  was  very  ready  to  communicate  them,  and 
&r  the  greater  difpateh  ient  me  his  interteav'd  Milton, 
wherein  his  reViarks  were  mitten :  but  unluckily  for 
turn,  6xme,  and  for  tiie  public,  the  book  thro'  the 
negUgiaicc  of  the  carrier  was  dropt  upon  the  road^ 
and  cannot  fincc  be  found.  Mr.  Thycr  however 
hath  had  die  goodne&  to  endevor  to  repair  the  lols 
to  me  and  to. the  public  1^  writing  what  he  could 
leooUeA,  and  fending  me  a  flieet  or  two  full  of  re- 
B  a  invks 
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marks  almoft  every  poft  for  fevcral  weeks  together: 
and  tho'  fe veral  of  them  came  too  late  to  be  infertcd 
into  the  body  of  the  work,  yet  they  will  be  found 
in  the  *  Appendix,  which  is  made  for  the  fake  of 
them  principally.  It  is  unneceflary  to  fay  any  thing 
in  their  commendation ;  they  will  fufficiendy  recom- 
mend themfelves.  Some  other  afliflance  too  I  have 
received  from  perfons,  whofe  names  are  unknown, 
and  others,  whofe  names  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  men- 
tion :  but  I  hope  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons will  pardon  my  ambition  to  have  it  known, 
that  he  has  been  pleafed  to  fuggeft  fome  ufeful  hints 
and  obfervations,  when  I  have  been  admitted  to  the 
honor  of  his  converfation. 

And  as  the  notes  are  of  various  authors,  fo  they 
are  of  various  kinds,  critical  and  explanatory ;  fome 
to  corrcft  the  errors  of  former  editions,  to  difcufs 
the  various  readings,  and  to  eftablifh  the  trae  genuia 
text  of  Milton ;  fome  to  illuftrate  the  fenfe  and 
meaning,  to  point  out  the  beauties  and  defeds  of 
fentiment  and  charadler,  and  to  commend  or'cenfurc 
the  condu(ft  of  the  poem  5  fome  to  remark  the  pe- 
culiarities of  ftile  and  language,  to  clear  the  fyntax, 
and  to  explain  the  uncommon  words,  or  common 
words  ufed  in  an  uncommon  fignification ;  fome  to 
confider  and  examin  the  numbers,  and  to  difplay  our 
author's  great  arts  of  verfification,  the  variety  of  the 
paufes,  and  the  adaptnefs  of  the  found  to  the  fenie ; 
fome  to  fhow  his  imitations  and  allufions  to  other 
authors,  whether  facred  or  profane,  ancient  or  mo- 
dern. We  might  have  been  much  larger  and  more 
copious  under  each  of  thefe  heads,   and  efpecially 

under 
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Udder  the  laft:  but  I  would  not  produce  every  thing 
that  hath  any  fimllitude  and  refemblance,  but  only 
fuch  paiTages  as  we  may  fuppofe  the  author  really 
alluded  to,  and  had  in  mind  at  the  time  of  writing. 
It  was  once  my  intention  to  prefix  feme  eflays  to 
this  work,  one  upon  Milton's  ftile,  another  upon  his 
verfification,  a  third  upon  his  imitations  &c ;  but 
upon  more  mature  deUbcration  I  concluded  that  the 
fame  things  would  have  a  better  effc&.  in  the  form 
of  ihort  notes,  when  the  particular  pafliiges  referred 
to  came  immediately  under  confideration,  and  the 
context  lay  before  the  reader.  There  would  have 
been  more  of  the  pomp  and  oftentation  of  criticilin 
in  the  former,  but  I  conceive  there  is  more  real  ufe 
and  advantage  in  the  latter.     It  is  the  great  fault  of 

.  commentators,  that  they  are  apt  to  be  iilent  or  at 
moft  very  concife  where  there  is  any  difficulty,  and 
to  be  vety  prolix  and  tedious  where  there  is  none : 
bat  it  is  hoped  that  the  contrary  method  has  been 
taken  here;  and  tho'  more  may  be  laid  than  is  re- 

.  quifite  for  critics  and  fcholars,  yet  it  may  be  no  more 
Uian  -is  neceilary  or  proper  for  other  readers  of 
Milton. .  For  thefe  notes  are  intended  for  general 
ufe,  and  if  they  are  received  with  general  approba- 
tion, that  will  be  fufficient.  I  can  hardly  expert 
that  any  body  fhould  approve  them  all,  and  I  may 
be  certain  that  no  body  can  condemn  them  all. 

The  life  of  the  author  it  is  almoft  become  a 
cuftom  to  prefix  to  a  new  edition  of  his  works ;  for 
when  we  admire  the  writer,  we  are  curious  alfo  to 
know  fomething  of  the  man ;  and  the  life  of  Milton 

.  is  not  barely  a  hiftory  of  his  works,  but  is  fo  much 

the  more  intercftjng,  as  he  was  more  engaged  in 
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Eablic  affairs  than  poets  ufually  are.  And  it  has 
appened  that  more  accounts  have  been  written  of 
his  life,  than  of  almoft  any  author's,  particularly  by 
Antony  Wood  in  his  Fafti  Oxonientes,  by  our  au- 
thor's nephew  Mr.  Edward  Philips  before  the  EngliHi 
tranflation  of  Milton's  State-letters  jM-inted  in  1694, 
by  Mr.  Toland  before  the  edition  of  our  author's 
profe  works  in  three  volumes  folio  printed  in  169  8, 
by  Monfieur  Bayle  in  his  Hiflorical  and  Critical 
Diftionary,  by  Mr.  Fenton  before  the  edition  of 
cur  author's  poetical  works  printed  in  17^5,  by 
Mr.  Richardfon  in  the  jM-eface  to  his  Explanatory 
Notes  and  Remarks  upon  Milton's  Paradife  Loft, 
and  by  the  reverend  and  ingenious  Mr.  Thomas 
Birch  in  the  General  DkStionary,  and  more  largely 
before  the  edition  of  our  author's  profe  works  in  two 
volumes  folio  printed  in  1738.  And  I  have  not  only 
read  and  compared  thefe  accounts  together,  and 
made  the  beft  extrafts  out  of  them  which  I  poffibly 
could ;  but  have  alfo  cdleAed  fome  other  particulars 
from  Milton's  own  works  as  well  as  from  other  au- 
thors, and  from  credible  tradition  as  well  as  from 
written  teftin^onies :  and  all  thele,  like  fo  many  dif- 
feitnt  threds,  I  have  woven  into  one  piece,  and 
formed  into  a  continued  narration,  of  wludi,  whe- 
ther it  afibrds  more  or  \dfs  fatisfa<9ion  and  entertain- 
ment than  former  accounts,  the  raider  muft  judge 
and  determin :  but  it  has  been  my  ftudy  and  endevor, 
as  in  the  notes  to  comprife  the  flower  of  all  t>th^ 
notte,  fo  in  the  life  to  include  the  fubftance  of  all 
former  lives,  and  with  improvements  and  additions. 

In  the  conclufion  are  added  copious  indexes,  one 
of  the  principal  matters,  and  another  of  die  words. 

The 
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The  man,  who  is  at  the  pains  of  making  indexes, 
is  really  to  be  pitied ;  but  of  their  great  utility  there 
is  no  need  to  fay  any  thing,  when  feveral  perfons, 
who  pafs  in  the  world  for  profound  fchokrs,  know 
little  more  of  books  than  title-pages  and  indexes, 
but  never  catch  the  fpirit  of  an  author,  which  is  furc 
always  to  evaporate  or  die  in  fuch  hands.  The  former 
of  thefe  indexes,  if  not  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Tickell, 
was  I  think  firft  infertcd  in  his  quarto  edition  of 
Milton's  poetical  works  printed  in  1720;  and  for  the 
latter,  which  was  much  more  laborious,  it  was  com- 
pofed  at  tfaedefireand  encouragement  of  Mr.  Auditor 
Benfon  by  Mr.  Cruden,  who  hath  alfo  publilhed  a 
yery  ufeful  Concordance  to  the  Bible. 
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r  is  agreed  among  all  writers,  that  ^  &mik  of 
MUten  came  originally  from  Milton  in  Oxrord- 
Ourc ;  but  from  which  of  the  Miltons  is  not  sl- 
ather fo  certain.  S<»ne  liij,  and  particularly 
,  I%ilips,  that  the  fiunily  was  of  Milton  near 
Dgton  in  Ozfbrdihire,  where  it  had  been  a  long 
s  (bated,  as  appears  by  die  monuments  ilill  to  be 
1  in  Milton-uiurch.  Bat  that  Milton  is  not  la 
brdfliire,  but  in  BarkAiire  j  and  upon  inquiry  I 
,  diat  tha«  are  no  fuch  monuments  m  that 
rch,  nor  any  remains  of  them.  It  is  more  pro- 
le therefore  that  the  iamily  came,  as  Mr.  Wood 
I,  from  Milton  n6ar  Halton  and  Thame  in  Ox- 
l/hirc :  where  it  floriihed  feveral  years,  till  at  laft 
eftate  was  fequeAer'd,  one  of  the  &mily  having 
n  the  unfortunate  fide  in  the  civil  wars  between 
houies  of  York  and  Lancafter.  John  Milton, 
poet's  grand-iather,  was,  according  to  Mr.  Wood, 
mder-ranger  or  keeper  of  the  foreft  of  Shotover 
-  Halton  in  Oxfordmire  j  he  was  of  the  religion 
lome,  and  fuch  a  bigot  that  he  difinherited  his 
only  for  being  a  proteftant.  Upon  this  the  Ton, 
poet's  father,  named  Ukewife  John  Milton,  fetded 
ondon,  and  became  a  fcrivener  by  the  advice  of 
end  eminent  in  that  profoffion :  but  he  was  not 
evoted  to  gain  and  to  buiineis,  as  to  lofe  all  taAe 
he  politer  arts,  and  was  particularly  ikiUed  in 
ic,  m  which  he  was  not  only  a  fine  perfomier, 

but 
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but  is  alfo  celebrated  for  feveral  pieces  of  his  com- 
poiition :  and  yet  on  the  other  hand  he  was  not  k 
fond  of  his  mufic  and  aoiufemeats,  a$  in  thr  leift 
to  negleft  his  buiinefs^  but  by  his  diligence  smd 
a^conomy  acquired  a  competent  eftate,  which  enabled 
him  afterw^ds  to  retire,  and  live  in  the  country.  Hp 
was  by  all  accounts  a  very  worthy  man ;  ana  ma^ 
ried  an  excellent  woman,  Sarah  of  the  ancient  fiudly 
of  the  BradQiaws,  fays  Mr.  Wood ;  but  Mr.  PhUipij 
our  auth<»''s  nephew,  who  was  more  likely  to  knoir, 
£iys,  of  the  fiunily  of  the  Caftons  derived  origiiulf 
from  Wales.  Whoever  (he  was,  (he  is  faid  to  hm 
been  a  woman  of  incomparable  virtue  and  goodnefi) 
and  by  her  her  hu(bafld  had  two  fons  and  a  daugfattr. 
The  elder  of  the  fons  was  our  famous  poet,  wIm 
was  born  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  i6p8,  on  the  ^ 
of  December  in  the  mornine  between  6  and  7  o^docki 
in  Bread-ftreet  London,  where  his  fadier  lived  at  <|il 
fign  of  the  ({M-ead  eagle,  which  was  al(b  the  mat  d 
arms  of  the  family.  He  was  named  John,  as  ik 
father  and  ^nd-i&ther  had  been  before  him ;  and 
from  the  beginning  diicovering  the  marks  of  an  OD- 
common  genius,  he  was  defigned  for  a  fdiolar,  and 
had  his  education  partly  under  private  tutors,  and 
pardy  at  a  puMic  fchool.  It  has  been  often  contro* 
verted  whether  a  public  or  private  education  is  bcAi  \ 
but  young  Milton  was  (b  happy  as  to  (hare  tbe  adl> 
vantages  of  both.  It  appears  from  the  fourth  of  Ui 
Latin  elegies,  and  from  the  firft  and  fourdi  of  \k 
familiar  epiftles,  that  "Ms.  Thomas  Young,  who  WM 
afterwards  paftor  of  d)e  company  of  Engli(h  ncr* 
c^iants  TC(i^ng  at  Hamburg,  was  one  of  his  privatt 
preeeptors :  and  when  he  had  made  good  progitft 
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b  his  ftudies  at  home,  he  was  fent  to  Sc.  Paul's 
khool^  to  be  fitted  for  the  univerfi^r  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  GUI,  who  was  the  mailer  at  that  time,  and 
to  whofe  fon  are  addrefled  fome  of  his  familiar 
epiiUes.  In  this  early  time  of  his  life  fuch  was  his 
bve  of  learning,  ana  lb  great  was  his  ambition  to 
fiirpafs  his  equals,  that  fi^m  his  twelfth  year  he 
Ammonly  continued  his  flndies  till  midniehl,  which 
(as  he  (ays  himfidf  in  his  fcocmd  Defenie)  was  the 
firfl  ruin  of  his  eyes,  to  whofe  natural  debility  were 
added  Coo  fittquent  head-4dcc8 :  but  aU  could  not  ex^ 
tinguifh  or  abtte  his  laudable  paffion  for  letters*  It 
is  very  feldom  ieen,  that  fiich  applicatbn  and  iiich  ft 
^ius  meet  m  the  iame  peribn.  The  forcQf^  cither 
sgreat,  but  bodi  together  muf):  perform  wonders. 

He  was  now  in  the  '17th  year  of  his  age,  and  was 
m  very  good  claffical  fcholar  and  mafter  of  feveral 
languages,  when  he  was  fent  to  the  univerfity  of 
Cambndge,  and  admitted  at  Chriil's  College  (as  ap- 
pears from  die  regifter)  on  the  12th  of  February 
I624--5,  ^^^^  ^^  tuition  of  Mr.  William  Chappd, 
afterwards  Bifhop  of  Corkand  Rois  in  Ireland.  He  con- 
tinned  above  feven  years  at  dbe  univerfity,  ajod  took 
two  degrees,  diat  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1618-9,  and 
that  of  Mafto*  in  1632.  It  is  ibmcwhat  remarkable, 
that  tho*  the  merits  of  both  our  imiverfities  are  per- 
haps equally  great,  and  tho'  poetical  exerciies  are 
tamer  more  encouraged  at  Oxford,  yet  moft  of  our 
greateft  poets  have  been  bred  at  Cambridge,  as 
Bpenfer,  Cowley,  Waller,  Drydcn,  Prior,  not  to 
mention  any  of  the  leflbr  ones,  when  dicre  is  a 
greMer  than  all,  Mikon.  lie  had  ^ven  early  proofs 
xif  his  poetic  genius  before  he  went  to  the  unifvcriity, 

and 
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and  there  he  excelled  more  and  more,  and  diflio- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  fcveral  copies  of  veries  upon  oi> 
cafional  fubjedts,  as  well  as  by  all  his  academical  ex^  jj 
crcifes,  many  of  which  are  printed  among  his  other 
works,  and  fhow  him  to  have  had  a  capacity  above 
his  years :  and  by  his  obliging  behaviour  added  to  his 
great  learning  and  ingenuity  he  defervedly  gained  the  I 
affection  of  many,  and  admiration  of  all.     We  do  ^ 
not  find  however  that  he  obtained  any  preferment  in  ^ 
the  univerfity,  or  a  fellowihip  in  his  own  college ;  j^. 
which  feemeth  the  more  extraordinary,  as  that  fo-  t 
ciety  has  always  encouraged  learning  and  learned  i^ 
men,  had  the  moft  excellent  Mr.  Mede  at  that  time  L 
a  fellow,  and  afterwards  boafleth  the  great  name;  of  ; 
Cudworth,  and  fiurnet  author  of  the  Theory  of  the 
Earth,  and  feveral  others.    And  this  together  with 
fbme  Latin  verfes  of  his  to  a  friend,  refleding  upon 
the  univerfity  feemingly  on  this  account,  might  pro- 
bably have  given  occafion  to  the  reproach  which  wbs 
afterwards  cafl  upon  him  by  his  adverfaries,  that  he 
was  expelled  from  the  univerfity  for  irregularities 
committed  there,  and  forced  to  fly  to  Italy :  but  he 
fufficiently  refutes  this  calumny  in  more  places  than 
cxie  of  his  works ;  and  indeed  it  is  no  wonder,  that 
a  perfon  fo  engaged  in  religious  and  political  contro- 
verfies,  as  he  was,  fhould  be  calumniated  and  abufed 
by  the  contrary  party. 

He  was  defigned  by  his  parents  for  holy  orders  i 
and  among  the  manufcripts  of  Trinity  College  in 
Cambridge  there  are  two  draughts  in  Milton's  own 
hand  of  a  letter  to  a  friend,  who  had  importuned 
him  to  take  orders,  when  be  had  attained  the  age  of 
twenty  three :   but  the  truth  is,  he  had  conceived 

early 
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early  prejudices  s^nft  the  dodrin  and  difciplin  of 
the  Cnurch,  and  fubfcribing  to  the  Articles  was  in 
his  opinion  iiibfcribing  (lave.  This  no  doubt  was  a 
di&ppointment  to  his  friends,  who  though  in  com- 
fortable were  yet  by  no  means  in  great  circumflances: 
and  neither  doth  he  feem  to  have  had  any  inclination 
to  any  other  profcffion ;  he  had  too  free  a  fpirit  to 
be  liniited  and  confined ;  and  was  Jfor  comjn'ehend- 
ing  all  fdences,  but  profefiing  none.  And  therefore 
after  he  had  left  the  univerfity  in  1632,  he  retired  to 
his  father's  houfe  in  the  country;  £or  his  fiither  had 
by  this  time  quitted  bufinefs,  and  lived  at  an  eftate 
irhich  he  had  purchafed  at  Horton  near  Colebrooke 
in  Bockindiam(hire.  Here  he  refided  with  his  pa-- 
rents  for  die  fpace  of  five  years,  and,  as  he  himfelf 
has  informed  us,  (in  his  fecond  Defenfe,  and  the  7th 
of  his  fiuniliar  epiftles)  read  over  all  the  Greek  and 
Latin  authors,  particularly  the  hiftorians;  but  now 
and  then  made  an  excurfion  to  London,  fometimes 
la  buy  books  or  to  meet  his  fi-iends  from  Cambridge, 
and  at  other  times  to  learn  fomething  new  in  the 
mathematics  or  mufic,  with  which  he  was  extremely 
delighted. 

His  retirement  therefore  was  a  learned  retirement, 
and  it  was  not  long  before  the  world  reaped  the  fruits 
of  it.  It  was  in  the  year  1634  that  his  Mafk  was 
prefented  at  Ludlow-caftle.     There  was  formerly  a 

Crefident  of  Wales,  and  a  fort  of  a  court  kept  at 
udlow,  which  has  fince  been  aboli/hed ;  and  the 
prcfidcnt  at  that  time  was  the  Earl  of  Bridgwater, 
Defbre  whom  Milton's  Mafk  was  prefented  on  Mi- 
diaelmas  night,  and  the  principal  parts,  thofe  of  the 
two  brothers  were  performed  by  his  Lord(hip*s  fons 

the 
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the  Lord  Brackly  and  Mr.  Thomas  Egerton,  and  that 
of  the  lady  by  his  Lordfhip's  daughter  the  Lady 
Alice  Egerton.    The  occaiion  of  this  poem  feemeth 
to  have  been  merely  an  accident  of  the  two  brothers 
and  the  lady  having  loft  one  another  in  their  way  to 
the  caftle :  and  it  is  written  very  much  in  imitation 
of  Shakeibear's  Tempeft,   and  the  Faithful  Shep* 
herdefs  or  Beaumont  and  Fletcher ;  and  though  one 
of  the  firft,  is  yet  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  of 
Milton's  compofitions.    It  was  for  fome  time  handed 
about  only  in  manufcript ;  but  afterwards  to  fatisfy 
the  importunity  of  friends  and  to  fave  the  trouble  of 
tranfcribing,  it  was  printed  at  London,  though  with* 
out  the  audior's  name,  in  1637,  with  a  dedication 
to  the  Lord  Brackly  by  Mr.  H.  Lawes,  who  com- 
posed the  mufic,  and  played  the  part  of  the  atten- 
dent  Spirit.    It  was  printed  likewife  at  Oxford  at  the 
end  or  Mr.  R's  poems,  as  we  learn  from  a  letter  of 
Sir  Henry  Wotton  to  our  author;   but  who   that 
Mr.  R.  was,  whether  Randolph  the  poet  or  who 
clfe,  is  uncertain.     It  has  lately,  tho'  with  additions 
and  alterations,  been  exhibited  on  the  ftage  feveral 
times ;  and  we  hope  the  fine  poetry  and  morality 
have  recommended  it  to  the  audience,  and  not  barely 
the  authority  of  Milton's  name ;  and  we  wiih  for 
the  honor  of  the  nation,  that  the  like  good  tafle  pro- 
vailed  in  every  thing. 

In  1637  he  wrote  another  excellent  piece,  his 
Lycidas,  wherein  he  laments  the  untimely  fate  of  a 
friend,  who  was  unfortunately  drowned  that  lame 
year  in  the  month  of  Auguft,  on  the  Irifh  feas,  in 
his  paflage  froni  Chefter.  This  friend  was  Mr.  Ed^ 
ward  King,   fon  of  Sir  John  King,  Secretary  of 
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fiiland  under  Q^en  Elizabeth,  King  James  I,  and 
ling  Charks  I ;  and  was  a.  fellow  of  Chrift's  Col- 
egc,  and  was  fo  well  beloved  and  eftcemed  at  Cam- 
tridge,  that  fome  of  the  greateft  names  in  the  uni- 
'crfity  have  united  in  celebrating  his  obfequics,  and 
mblilhed  a  coUeilion  of  poems,  Greek  and  Latin 
ind  Englifli,  facrcd  to  his  memory.  The  Greek  by 
rl.  More  Jcc;  the  Latin  by  T.  Farnaby,  J.  Pear- 
oa  &c  i  the  Englifli  by  H.  King,  J.  Beaumont, 
|.  Cleaveland  with  feveral  others  j  and  judicioufly 
he  laft  of  all,  as  the  beft  of  all,  is  Milton's  Lycidas. 
'  On  fuch  facriiices  the  Gods  themfelves  ilrow  in- 
'  cenfe;"  and  one  would  almoft  wifli  fo  to  have 
lied,  for  the  fake  of  having  been  fo  lamented.  But 
;his  poem  is  not  all  made  up  of  forrow  and  tender- 
Aefs  i  there  is  a  mixture  of  iatir  and  indignation  j  for 
in  part  of  it  the  poet  taketh  occafion  to  inveigh 
igainft  the  corruptions  of  the  dcrgy,  and  feemeth  to 
have  iirft  dlfcovered  his  acrimony  againft  Archbifliop 
Laud,  and  to  have  threaten'd  bun  with  the  lofs  of 
his  head,  which  afterwards  haji^ned  to  him  thro* 
^  lury  of  his  enemies.  At  leaft  I  can  think  of  no 
feofe  fo  proper  to  be  given  to  the  following  verfet 
in  Lyddas, 

Beftdes  what  the  grim  wolf  whh  privy  paw 
Daily  devours  apace,  and  nothing  iaid  ; 
But  ^t  two-handed  engin  at  the  tkxir 
SCands  fcady  to  fmite  once,  uid  imite  no  more. 

About  this  time,  as  we  learn  from  one  of  his  fai 
railiar  cpifUes^  he  had  fome  thoughts  of  taking 
cbambeFs  at  one  c£  the  loos  of  Court,  for  be  was 

not 
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not  very  well  pleafed  with  living  fo  obfcurely  in'  ihc^ 
country:  but  his  mother  dying,  he  prevailed  with 
his  father  to  let  him  indulge  a  defire,  which  he  had 
long  entertained,  of  feeing  foreign  countries,  and 
particularly  Italy :  and  having  conmiunicated  his  de- 
lign  to  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  who  had  formerly  been 
embaflador  at  Venice,  and  was  then  Provoft  of  Eton 
College,  and  having  alfo  fent  him  his  Maik  of  which 
he  had  not  yet  publicly  acknowledged  himfelf  the 
author,  he  received  from  him  the  following  fi-iendly 
letter  dated  from  the  College  the  loth  of  April  163V. 

SIR, 

*^  It  was  a  fpecial  favor,  when  You  lately  beflowed 
upon  me  here  the  firft  tafle  of  Your  acquaintance, 
tho'  no  longer  than  to  make  me  know,  that  I 
wanted  more  time  to  value  it,  and  to  enjoy  it 
rightly.  And  in  truth,  if  I  could  then  have  ima- 
gined Your  farther  flay  in  thefe  parts,  which  I 
underftood  afterwards  by  Mr.  H.,  I  would  have 
been  bold,  in  our  vulgar  phrafe,  to  mend  my 
draught,  for  You  left  me  with  jm  extreme  thirfl, 
and  to  have  begged  your  converfation  again  jointly 

'^  with  Your  faid  learned  friend,  at  a  poor  n^cal  or 
two,  that  we  might  have  banded  together  fome 
good  authors  of  the  ancient  time,  among  which  I 

"  obferved  You  to  have  been  familiar. 

Since  Your  gomg.  You  have  charged  me  widi 
new  obligations,  both  for  a  very  kind  letter  from 

•'  You,  dated  the  fixth  of  this  month,  and  for  a 
dainty  piece  of  entertainment,  that  came  there- 

*'  with;  wherein  I  fhould  much  commend  the  tra* 

"  gical  part,    if  the  lyrical  did  not  ravi/h   with  a 

certain 
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"  certain  Doric  delicacy  in  Your  fongs  and  odes/ 
"  wherein  I  muft  plainly  confefs  to  have  feen   yet 
"  nothing  parallel  in  our  language,  Ipfa  mollities. 
"  But  I  murt  not  omit  to  tell  You,  that  I  now  only 
"  owe  You  thanks  for  intimating  unto  me,    how 
*'  modeflly  foever,  the  true  artificer.     For  the  work 
"  itfelf  I  had  viev/'d  fome  good  while  before  with 
•*  fingular  delight,  having  received  it  from  our  com- 
'•  mon  friend  Mr,  R.   in  the  very  dole  of  the  late     ^ 
*'  R's  poems   printed  at  Oxford;    whereunto  it  ij 
'*  added,  as  I  now  fuppofe,  that  the  acceiTory  mjght^k 
*'  help  out  the  principal,   according  to  the  art  of  ■  . 
**  ftationers,  and  leave  the  reader  con  la  bocca  dolce. 

**  Now,  Sir,  concerning  Your  travels,  wherein  I-f 
**  may  challenge  a  little  more  privilege  of  difcourfe        ^ 
*"  with  You  J  I  fuppofe,  You  will  not  blanch  Paris 
**  in  Your  way.     Therefore  I  have  been   bold  to       *' 
'*  trouble  You  with  a  few  lines  to  Mr.  M.  B.  whom      .' 
*'  You  rtiall  eafily  find  attending  the  young  Lord  S,         * 
*'  as  his  governor ;  and  You  may  furely  receive  from        ' 
"  him  good  direftions  for  ihaping  of  Your  farther        « 
"  journey  into  Italy,  where  he   did  refide  by  my      •* 
*'  choice  fome  time  for  the  king,  after  mine  own  re- 
"  cefs  from  Venice. 

"  I  fhould  think,   that  Your  beft  line  will  be 
"  thro'   the   whole  length  of  France  to  Marfcilles,        * 
**  and  thence  by  fea  to  Genoa,  whence  the  pal&ge 
*■  into  Tufcany  is  as  diurnal  as  a  Gravefend  barge.    I        'i 

*  haften,  as  You  do,  to  Florence  or  Sienna,  the  ra-     ',   ' 
••  ther  to  tell  You  a  ihort  ftory,  from  the   intereft 

■*  You  have  given  me  in  Your  fafety.  •    *■  .^ 

"  At  Sienna  I  was  tabled  in  the  hcufc  of  one  Alberto     ^ 

*  Scipione,    an    old   Roman  courtier  in  dangerous  . 
Vol.  I.  C  "  tim^ 
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time*,  having  betfil  ftewafd  to  the  Daca  di  Kg-  ' 
liano,    who  with  all  his  fertiily  wei'e  ftfahglMt 
fave  this  only  man,  that  efcaped  by  fore&ght  of 
the  tempeft.    With  him  I  had  often  mfieh  chat 
**  of  thofe  affkks ;  into  which  Ik  took  pleafurti  t6' 
look  back  from  his  iAtirt  harbour ;  ana  at  tSSf  de- 
parture toward  Rome,  which  had  been  the  deift^ 
of  his  experience,  I  had  won  cohfideiicfe  endogfi 
to  beg  his  advice,  how  I  might  carry  myfelf  fe- 
curely  there,  without  ofFenfc  of  others,  o?  c^  taf 
own  confcience:    Signor  Arrigo  meo,  fays  t^,  ! 
penfieri  ftretti,    &  il  vifo  fciolto,  that  is,  Youf 
thoughts    clofe,    and    Your  countenance    lo6fe,' 
**^  will  go  fafely  over  the  whole  world.     Of  which 
Delphian  oracle   (for  fo  I  have  fchmd  it)  Yoitf 
judgment  doth  need  no  commentary ;  add  thtfrc- 
"  fore.  Sir,  I  will  commit  You  with  it  to  the  beft 
•*  of  all  fecurities,  God's  dear  love,  remaining  Yoiif 
friend,  as  much  at  command  ae  any  df  longef 
date.  R  Wottori. 

P.  S.  "  Sir,  I  have  exprefsly  fcnt  this  by  my  foofrr 
boy  to  prevent  Your  departure,  without  fome  ac- 
knowledgment from  me  of  the  receipt  of  Your 
obliging  letter,  having  myfelf  thro'  fome  bufioeis, 
•*  I  know  not  how,  negledled  the  ordinary  conveys 
**  ance.     In  any  oart  where  I  (hall  underftand  You 
*'  fixed,  I  fhall  be  glad  and  diligent  to  entertain 
**  You  with  home-novelties,  even  for  fome  fomen- 
*'  tation  of  our  friendfhip,  too  foon  interrupted  in 
*'  the  cradle.'' 

Soon  after  this  he  fet  out  upon  his  travels,  bein] 
of  an  age  to  make  the  poper  improvements^  an( 
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dy  to  fee  fights  and  to  Idirn  the  tangusges.-^^  ^ 
loft  of  our  modern  travelers,    who  go  out'  f 
Mittimi  (adh  dr%c  kl,  M  Atk  ai  I  dd  •  v  ■ 
tbk  (0  iunc    H«  ^  •ttei^aed  hf  diiljr  qw  '.  -^ 
,' M6  ioci>iU>iiiite'ii&a  tbtn&k  tk  fab  tMi-  -  '''* 
Bdhdweiiifaflm^MtiCb  tthiKt  he  tud  ^• 
Aiktibffi  to  tbe  LOHl SCdAdwic,  dwEoglidk  .' 
Ukii  theA:  It  that  rfntoioid  i«  fitoa  n  hs  caiMi 
<^  )^'i«ut<ia  HAM  kit  IjordAifi,  cad  mi  le-', 
«iA  Wolide(fldnt)l%i  tM  litlrilit:«ii  taAMftT 
UiKiiflttiieleuiMilHi^Gitatkn,  be  wu  by^it    i 
tdaHlfs  iMeifis  Ixbodttoed  to  A«  Htu  niai^  . 
U  tK^  AtMi&dw4t  this  Ftenall  m(t  fi«lb  *%. 
itMii  GhrUlim  (^Nin  of  iweddi;  Ml  iR^^ 
H  to  tfa«ir  mutod  Btis£iaidli  >  Ihty  Were  eaclf 
h  dleafed  to  fee  i  ptirfbn,  of  W]>oin  tiltjr  hsi 
hch  cMilmendatioiu.    But  at  farii  he  ftayfal    ' 
f;  hb  thoughts  ind  his  Wifliet  hiftened  into 
and  lb  aflit  a  fe*  days  he  took  leatre  of  the 
totenore,  Who  very  kindly  ga«e  hiia  Ictten 
Erigliih  merchants  in  the  femal  platxt  thro* 
be  iris  to  travel,  reqiiefUng  them  tt  do  idm 
good  offices  which  lay  in  tneir  porter, 
n  Paris  he  Went  direftly  to  Nice,  where  ho 
lipping  for  Genoa,  from  whence  he  Went  tb 
■o,  and  thence  to  Fi&,  and  fo  Id  Florence,  in 
city  he  found  fufficient  induceiUentfi  to  imke 
of  two  months.    For  befideS  the  ctttiofities 
xi  beauties  of  the  place,  he  tdok  great  de-> 
h  the  cdiftpany  afid  conver&ti6n  there,  |md 
ited  their  academies  as  they  are  called,  the 
gs  of  tlie  moft  polite  and  ingenious  perfonff;' 
they  have  in  tw,  it  WtU  at  in  the  othir     - 
C  2  prmcipal 
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principal  cities  of  Italy,  for  the  exercife  and  im« 
provement  of  wit  and  learning  among  them.  And 
in  thefe  converiations  he  bore  fo  good  a  part,  and 
produced  fo  many  excellent  compoiitions,  tl^t  he 
v^  foon  taken  notice  of,  and  was  very  much  courted 
and  carefled  by  feveral  of  the  nobility  and  prime  vtats 
of  Florence.  For  the  manner  is,  as  he  &ys  himfelf 
in  the  preface  to  his  fecond  book  of  the  Reafon  of 
Church-government,  that  every  one  muft  give  fome 
proof  of  his  wit  and  reading  there,  and  his  produce 
tions  were  received  with  written  encomiums  which 
the  Italian  is  not  forward  to  beftow  on  men  of  ihb 
fide  the  Alps.  Jacomo  Gaddi,  Antonio  Francini, 
Carlo  Dati,  Beneditto  Bonmatthei,  Cultellino,  Fref- 
cobaldi,  Clementilli  are  reckoned  among  his  particu* 
lar  friends.  At  Gaddi's  houfe  the  academies  were 
held,  which  he  conftantly  fi^uented.  Antonio 
Francini  compoied  an  Italian  ode  in  his  conunenda- 
tion.  Carlo  Dati  wrote  a  Latin  eulogium  of  him, 
and  correfponded  with  him  after  his  return  to  Eng- 
land. Bonmatthei  was  at  that  time  about  publifliing 
an  Italian  gnunmar ;  and  the  eighth  of  our  author's 
familiar  epiftles,  dated  at  Florence  Sept.  lo.  1638, 
is  addrefied  to  him  upon  that  occafion,  commendluig 
his  deiign,  and  advifing  him  to  add  fome  obferva- 
tions  concerning  the  true  pronunciation  of  that  lan- 
guage for  the  uie  of  foreigners. 

So  much  good  acquaintance  would  probably  have 
detained  him  longer  at  Florence,  if  he  had  not  been 
going  to  Rome,  which  to  a  curious  traveler  is  cer- 
tainly the  place  the  moft  worth  feeing  of  any  in  the 
world.  And  fo  he  took  leave  of  his  friends  at  Flo- 
rence, and  went  from  thence  to  Sienna,  and  from 

Sienna 
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Sienna  to  Rome,  where  he  flayed  much  about  th^ 
fame  time  that  he  had  continued  at  Florence,  fcaft- 
ing  both  his  eyes  and  his  mind,  and  delighted  with 
the  fine  paintings,  and  fculptures,  and  other  rarities 
and  antiquities  of  the  city,  as  well  as  with  the  con- 
verfation  of  feveral  learned  and  ingeniou?^en,  and 
particularly  of  Lucas  Holfl:enius,  keeper  of  the  Va- 
tican library,  who  received  him  with, the  greateft 
humanity,  and  fliowcd  him  all  the  Greek  authors, 
whether  in  print  or  in  manufcript,  which  had  pafled 
thro'  his  corredlion ;  and  alfo  prelentcd  liim  to  Car- 
dinal Barberini,  who  at  an  entertainment  of  mulic, 
performed  at  his  own  expenfe,  warBed  for  him  af 
the  door,  and  taking  him  by  the  hannbrought  him 
into  the  aflembly.  The  next  morning  he  waite^ 
upon  the  Cardinal  to  return  him  thanks  for  his  ciVi- 
lities,  and  by  the  means  of  Holftcnius  was  ^ain  in- 
troduced to  his  Eminence,  and  fpent  Tome  time  in 
coorerfation  with  him.  It  feems  that  Holftenitis 
had  ftttdied  three  years  at  Oxford,  and  -this  might 
difpofe  him  to  be  more  fiiendly  to  the  Ei^lifb>  but 
be  took  a  particular  likii^  and  affection  to  Milton; 
and  Milton,  to  thank  him  for  all  his  ^vors,  wrote 
to  him  afterwards  from  Florence  the  ninth  of  hts 
^miliar  epiftles.  At  Rome  too  Selvaggi  made  a 
Latin  diflich  in  honor  of  Milton,  and  SalliUi  a 
Latin  tetraflich,  celebrating  him  for  his  Greek  and 
Latin  and  Italian  poetry ;  and  he  ki  return  prefented 
to  SaliilU  m  his  fickoefs  thofe  fine  Scazons,  or  Iambic 
vorfea  having  a  fpondee  in  the  laft  foot,  which  are 
ii^vted  among  his  juvenile  poems. 

From  Rome  he  went  to  Naples,  in  company  with 

a  certain  hermit  j  and  by  his  means  was  introduced 
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to  the  acquaintance  of  Giovanni  Baffifta  "Mxtih, 

Marquis  of  Villa,  a  Neapolitan  nobleman,  of  finffu- 
lar  merit  and  virtue,  to  whom  Ta0b  addrefles  his 
dialogue  of  frLendlhip,  and  whom  he  mentions  like- 
wife  in  his  Gierufalcmme  Liberata  with  great  hopor. 
This  nobleman  was  particularly  civil  to  Milton,  iT&- 
quently  viflted  him  at  his  lodgings,  and  went  with 
him  to  Aiow  him  the  Viceroy's  palace,  and  what- 
ever was  curious  or  worth  notice  in  the  city :  and 
moreover  he  honored  him  fo  ^  as  to  make  a  Latia 
diilich  in  his  praife,  which  is  printed  before  our  au- 
thor's Latin  poems,  as  is  likewife  the  other  of  Scl- 
vsggi,  and  the  Latin  tetrailich  of  Salfilli  together 
with  tlie  Italian  ode  and  the  I<atin  eulogium  be&re 
mentioned.  We  may  fuppofe  that  Milton  was  not 
a  little  pleafed  witli  the  honors  conferred  upon  him 
by  fo  many  perfons  of  diftint^n,  and  efpecially  by 
one  of  fucb  quality  and  eminence  as  the  Marquis  of 
Villa;  and  as  a  tcAimony  of  his  gratimde  he  pre- 
fcnted  to  the  Marquis  at  his  departure  from  Naples 
his  eclogue  intitled  Manfus,  which  is  well  worth 
reading  among  his  Latin  poems.  So  that  it  may  be 
reckoned  a  peculiar  felicity  of  the  Marquis  of  Villa's 
life,  to  have  been  celebrated  both  by  Tailb  and 
Milton,  the  one  the  greateft  modern  poet  of  his  own, 
and  the  other  the  greateft  of  foreign  nations. 

Having  feen  the  fineft  parts  of  Italy,  Milton  was 
now  tliinking  of  paifing  over  into  JSicily  and  Greece, 
when  he  was  diverted  from  his  purpofe  by  the  nevra 
from  England,  that  things  were  tending  to  a  civil 
war  between  the  King  and  Parlament;  £ot  he 
thought  it  unworthy  of  himielf  to  be  taking  his 
pleafure  abroad,  while  his  countrymen  were  contend- 
ing 
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*"  ■>  iiiJI»ihlrtt>jj<  heme,  lit  n^yed  tlicr$iqr9  fO  («<k 
tiira  by  the  way  of  llome,  tho'  he  was  advUsd  b|     ^ 
tm rtiMmH.hf. .tbg irwtfhtvft,  w^ had receivtijjlin-' '' 

,  ldS|aDw6a»  their  canvjfendw^,.  that  the  Engli% 
UiuOi«hn»«RS  ftmobg  ptotti i|g»lnft  hiip,  ia  cm,  , 
ht^baidd Jvtnm  thhhcr,  by  reafoa  of  the  groat  frccn^  fv 
daan  whiffh  h«  had  oTed  ia  >11  his  difcairfi^  of  rQ*<     ^^ 
%isn.    Bor  iie  hid  by  «>  sncws  ohierved  th?  Tultu^  ' ' 
iKanuBoadBd  to  him  by  Sir  Hffpry  Wotton,    qf  ^ 
hcooiiii  ftisilMightB  cloie  and  his  eonn^iiaQce  opep  \  * 
{isWr  rifiiad  Gaiilo^  .4  fvifaner  to  the  ];ii(nufitio% 
inM  aftrtiop^  the  mo^  of  the  cartb«  V^  thinkina^  -f 
uUimtifit: in. aftiTOMiiy  llita  t}i»  DoBuirif^ans  j^.^fc. 
Frandicans  Aca^t :  And  tho*  the  Marquis  of  Viill ' 
had  Ihown  him  iii^  diAinguiihing  marks  of  favof 
at  Nacdes,  yet  he  told  him  at  hja  dep^ure  that  he    ' '' 
would  have  ibonn  him  much  greater,  if  he  had 
been  mosc  reierved  in  matters  of  religion.    But  be 
had  a  ibu)  above  diiHmulation  and  difguife }  he  was       -^ 
oeithcr  aiiaid,  nor  afhamed  to  vindicate  the  truth  4  ^  i 
and  if  any  nsan  had>  he  had  in  him  the  fpirit  of  an       . 
^  martyr.     He  was  fo  prudent  indeed^  that  lie     ^. 
woidd  not  of  his  own  accord  begin  any  difcourfe  of     ' , 
celigionj  but  at  the  fame  time  he  was  fo  hcxieA,  that 
if  he  was  queftioned  at  all  about  his  ^th,  he  would,    ^ 
not  dif&mhle  his  fentiments,  whatever  was  the  coiK 
iequencc.      Aad  with  this  rcfolution  he  went  to     '■■• 
Rome  the  feoond  time,  and  ftayed  there  two  months 
more,  neither  concealing  his   nam^,  nor  declining  -" 
openly  to  deibvl  the  truth,    if  any  thought  proper .    ,  * 
to   ^tack  him:  and  yet,  God's  good  providencq^ 
fvote^king  him,  he  came  ikfe  to  his  kind  6riends  at 
Fkvcnce,   where  he  was  received  with  as  much 
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joy  and  affedtion,  as  if  he  had  returned  into  his  own 
country. 

Heic  likewife  he  ftayed  two  months,  as  he  had 
done  before,  excepting  only  an  excurficm  of  a  few 
days  to  Lucca :  and  then  croiling  the  Apennine,  and 
pafling  thro'  Bologna  and  Ferrara,  he  came  to  VenicCi 
in  which  city  he  fpcnt  a  month  ^  and  having  (hipped 
off  the  books,  which  he  had  coliefted  in  his  tra-» 
>'  vels,  and  particularly  a  cheft  or  two  of  choice  mafic 
books  of  the  bed  mafters  florifhing  about  that  time 
in  Italy,  he  took  his  courfe  thro'  Verona,  Milan, 
and  along  the  lake  Leman  to  Geneva.  In  this  city 
he  tarried  fome  time,  meeting  here  with  people  of 
his  own  principles,  and  contra<%ed  an  intimate 
firiendfhip  with  Giovanni  Pjsodati,  the  moft  learned 
profeflbr  of  divinity,  whofe  annotations  upon  the 
Bible  are  publifhed  in  Englifh.  And  fi-om  thenco 
returning  thro'  France,  the  fame  way  that  he  had 
gone  before,  he  arrived  fafe  in  England^  after  a 
s^  peregrination  of  one  year  and  about  three  months, 
iiaving  feen  more,  and  learned  more,  and  converged 
with  more  famous  men,  and  made  more  real  im^ 
provements,  than  moft  others  in  double  the  time. 

His  firft  bufinefs  after  his  return  was  to  pay  his 
duty  to  his  father,  and  to  vifit  his  other  friends  3  but 
this  pleafure  was  much  diminiftied  by  the  lo(s  of  his 
dear  friend  and  fchoolfellow  Charles  Deodati  in  his 
abfence.  While  he  was  abroad,  he  heard  it  reported 
that  he  was  dead ;  and  upon  his  coming  home  he 
found  it  but  too  true,  and  lamented  his  death  in  an 
^«xcellent  Latin  eclogue  in  tided  Epitaphium  Damonis, 
This  Deodati  had  a  father  originally  of  Lucca,  but 
his  mother  was  £)nglifh,  and  he  was  bora  and  bred 
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jar^awytiiair  ^Hi^ftudM  ^]!^-  and  fMM  «A  adi     * 
fliinbfe  ichohr,  and  oo  Ids  remarkable  for  iuf  £>• 
Wfetf  iMi  oitK  vlrtiics  thtii  ibr  Ua  gftat  leafflbg     ' 
ini  iojjeniilf^ :  One  or  two  of  Miltoii's  faonli^ 
Mjiftlwaw  ttddrdfed  to  him ;  and  Mr.  Tdland  &fij 
twlie  had  iahla  bands  two  Greek  letters  of  Dttn  ^ 
dfldrwMfoMi  vety  handfomdly  written.   It  may  be 
ffij^  fiir  icbolaw  nowaiid  dien  tt>  enrdfe  tliemlelvea 
iiiiGreek  attd  Latitfi  but  wtD  ha«e' ibiich  morfe  fre4^i^ 
i|iuM4H3caicM  to. write  letters  in  (Mr  own  nativdf*    . 
hngiige^  and  in  that  therefore  we  Jhoold  principally 
andetM^  tc  tttccL  »"'*.* 

Mikdis  foon  after  his  iMora,  had  taken  a  k)d^i!ib  ^ 
at  one  Roflel's,  a  taylor,  in  St.  Bride's  Church? 
yard  I  btit  he  continued  not  long  there,  having  not 
(ufficient  room  for  his  libraiy  and  furniture ;  and 
therefore  determined  to  take  a  houfe,  and  accordingly 
took  a  handfome  garden-houfe  in  Alderfgate-flreet, 
fituated  at  the  end  of  an  entry,  which  was  the  more 
^reeable  to  a  ftudious  man  for  its  privacy  and  free-*  .- 
dom  from  noife  and  difturbance.  And  in  this  houfe 
he  continued  feveral  years,  and  his  iifter's  two  fons 
were  put  to  board  with  him,  firft  the  younger  and 
afterwards  the  elder :  and  fome  other  of  his  intimate 
friends  requefted  of  him  the  fame  favor  for  their 
fbns,  efpecially  fince  there  was  litde  more  trouble  in' 
inftnidting  half  a  dozen  than  two  or  three :  and  he^ 
who  cxxild  not  eafily  deny  any  thing  to  his  frrends, 
and  who  knew  that  the  greateft  men  in  all  ages  had 
delighted  in  teaching  others  the  principles  of  know- 
ledge and  virtue,  undertook  the  office,  not  out''o^' 
any  fordid  and  mercenary  views,  but  merely  from  a 
benevolent  difpofition>  and  a  defire  to  do  good. 

And    .• 
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And  his  method  of  education  was  as  much  abo?s 
the  pedantry  and  jargon  of  the  common  fchools,  as 
his  genius  was  fuperior  to  that  of  a  common  fchool-r 
mafter.  One  of  his  nephews  has  given  us  an  ac? 
^aunt  of  the  many  authors  both  Latin  and  Greek, 
which  (befides  thofe  ufually  read  in  the  fchools)  thro' 
his  excellent  judgment  and  way  of  teaching  were 
run  over' within  no  greater  compafs  of  time,  than 
from  ten  to  fifteen  or  iixteen  years  of  age.  Of  the 
Latin  the  four  authors  concerning  hufbandry,  CatQ, 
Varro,  Columella,  and  Palladius,  Cornelius  CeUiu 
.  the  phyfician,  a  great  part  of  Pliny's  Natural  Hiftory^ 
the  Architei^re  of  Vitravius,  the  Stratagems  of 
Frontinus,  and  the  philofophical  poets  Lucretius  and 
Manilius.  Of  the  Greek  Heiiod,  Aratus's  Phaeno^ 
mena  and  Diofemeia,  J>ionyfius  Afer  de  fitu  orbk, 
Oppian's  Cynegetics  and  Halieutics,  Quintus  CaUr 
tier's  poem  of  the  Trojan  war  continued  from  Hor 
mer,  Apollonius  Rhodius's  Argonautics,  and  in  proft 
Plutarch's  Placifo  philofophorum,  and  of  the  eduoa-? 
tion  of  children,  Xenophon's  Cyropsedia  and  Ana^r 
bafis,  iElian's  Tadics,  and  the  Stratagems  of  Por 
ly^enus.  Nor  did  this  application  to  the  Greek  and 
Latin  tongues  hinder  the  attaining  to  the  chief 
oriental  languages,  the  Hebrew,  Chaldee  and  Syriac^ 
fo  far  as  to  go  thro'  the  Pentateuch  or  five  books  of 
Mofes  in  Hebrew,  to  make  a  good  entrance  into 
the  Targum  or  Chaldee  paraphrafe,  and  to  undcF^ 
ftand  feveral  chapters  of  St.  Matthew  in  the  Synae 
Teftament;  befides  the  modern  languages,  Italian 
and  French,  and  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  ma-i 
thematics  and  aftronomy.  The  Sunday's  exercife 
|br  his  pupils  was  for  the  moft  part  to  read  a  chapter 

of 


^thc  Greek  Tcftanient,  and  to  hear  lup  Iwrn?i;T  »' 
I  ■gtppfitian  of  it.     The  next  work  after  this  was  to  '  i** 
1  #wte  from  his  dilation  fomc  part  of  a  iyftenj  of  -'\ 
kj^imty,  which  he  had  colleded  from  the  ?b)cft  4te"   * 
'IffKSj  who  had  written  upon  that  fubjei^      Suqa 
were  his  academic  inftitiition3i  aJld  thus  hy  tewWug  *•  ; 
oOiers  he  in  fome  mcafure  inWged  his  own  knoWr*  *  v 
J^dgej  and  having  the  reading  of  ib  many  audun^ 
V  it  were  by  proxy,  he  might  ppflibly  feavc  prccy  A- 
.  ilsrved  his  fight,  if  he  had  not  moreover  been  perpo-  " 
I   Jually  buiied  in  reading  or  writing  fomethiag  hinV'    ' 
ielf.     It  was  certainly  a  very  lej^luie  and  ^Mdicof^.  * 
)ifc,  th^t  both  lie  and  his  pwnlf  led)  Uf^  ^  ^^°^  ^' 
men  of  that  age  were  of  4  qj^fcnt  turn  ^pm  thojp 
of  tfae  pieient  j  ^ad  hp  hitvfelf  gaw  an  example  ttS* , 
t|iofe  under  him  of  hard  Audy  and  fpare  diet}  only 
now  jffkd  than,  opcc  in  three  weeks  or  a  month,  fab 
qude  a  gawdy  day  with  fome  young  gentlemen  oC 
his  acquaintance,  the  chief  of  whom,  &ys  Mr,  Fhir 
lip^,    were  Mr,  Alphfy  and  Mr.  Miller,  foth  of  ,   '< 
Gri^y's-Ina,  and  two  of  the  greateA  beaus  of  thojip      *.. 
times.  :  ■• 

But  he  was  not  fb  fond  of  thiq  academical  li^  • 
as  to  bp  an  indi&rent  ipeftator  of  what  was  a€ted 
upon  the  public  flage  of^  the  world.    The  nation  W9^ 
BOW  'm  a  gre^  ferment  in  1641,  and  the  clamor  |uff' 
fai^  againil  the  bilhops,  when  he  joined  loudly  in 
the  cry,  to  help  the  puritan  minifters,   (as  he  fays 
himielf  in  his  fecond  De&nfe)  they  being  inferior    '  .  ; 
to  die  biHiops  in  learning  and  eloquence}  andpuV      .'  * 
linked  his  two  books.  Of  Reformation  in  England,*-. 
written  to  a  friend.    About  the  lame  tune  ccrtaiti 
mipifters  t^ving  pybUibed  a  tre^tili?  againfl  epifcopacy;, 

in  'vw 


.  in  anfwcr  to  the  Humble  Rcmonftrance  of  Dr.  ]9^  ; 
feph  Hall  Bifhop  of  Norwich,    under  the  title  of 
Smeftymnuus,  a  word  confifting  of  the  initial  lettcn  . 
of  their  names,  Stephen  Marfhal,  Edmund  Calamy,  C 
Thomas  Young,  Matthew  Newcomen,  and  WUliam  '. 
Spurftow ;  and  Archbifhop  Uiher  having  publiifaed  ^ 
at  Oxford  a  refutation  of  Smedlymnuus,  in  a  trafi  : 
concerning  the  Original  of  Bilhop  and  Metropoli- 
tans;  Milton  wrote  his  little  piece  Of  Prcktical  . 
Epifcopacy,  in  oppofition  chiefly  to  Ufher,  for  he  ■ ' 
was  for  contending  with  the  moft  powerful  advcT'!- 
fary ;  there  would  be  either  lefs  difgrace  in  the  dfi* 
feat,  or  more  glory  in  the  vidtory.    He  handled  the 

,  fubjefl:  more  at  large  in  his  next  perfonnance,  which 
was  the  Reafon  of  Church  Government  ui^ 
agatnll  Prelaty,  in  two  books.  And  Bifliop  Hall 
having  publiHied  a  Defenfe  of  the  Humble  Re- 
monitrance,  he  wrote  Animadveriions  upon  it  AH 
diefe  treatifes  he  published  within  the  courle'of  one 
year,  1641,  which  fhow  how  very  diligent  he  was 
in  the  caufe  that  he  had  undertaken.  And  the  next 
year  he  fet  forth  his  Apology  for  Smedlymnuns,  in 
anfwer  to  the  Confutation  of  his  Animadverfions, 
written  as  he  thought  himfelf  by  Biihop  Hall  or  hit 
fon.  And  here  very  luckily  ended  a  controverfy, 
which  detained  him  from  greater  and  better  writings 
which  he  was  meditating,  more  ufeful  to  the  publif^ 
as  well  as  more  fuitable  to  his  own  genius  and  incli- 
nation :  but  he  thought  all  this  while  that  he  was 
vindicating  ecclefiafltcal  liberty. 

In  the  year  1643,  ^^^  '^^  35*^  of  his  age,  he 
married ;  and  indeed  his  &mily  was  now  growine  fo 
nunierous,  that  it  wanttd  a  miftrefs  at  the  heaa  cf 
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it.  His  6ther,  who  had  lived  widi  his  younger  fon 
6  Reading,  was,  upon  the  taking  of  that  place  by 
Bkc  forces  under  the  Earl  of  Effer,  necefiitated  to 
feme  and  hve  in  London  with  this  his  elder  fon, 
iKth  whom  h.e  continued  in  tranquillity  and  devotion 
his  dying  day.  Some  addition  too  was  to  be 
ide  to  the  number  of  his  pupils.  But  before  his 
her  or  his  new  pupils  were  come,  he  took  a 
jinimey  in  the  Whitfuniide  vacation,  and  after  a 
month's  abfence  returned  with  a  wife,  Mary  the 
ddeft  daughter  of  Mr.  Richard  PowcU,  qfFareflliiU 
flbor  Shatonr  in  Ozfbrdflure,  a  juftice  of  the  prarc^rf  * 
lain  a  geodeman  of  good  repute  and  figure  ia  tbiif^  K 
dbuntry.  But  flie  had  not  cohabited  .with  her  hii&-' 
band  above  a  month,  be&ce  Ihe  was  eamciUy  foU-  * 
died  by  her  reladons  to  come  and  ipend  the  remain- 
ing, part  of  the  fummer  with  them  in  the  cotmtry. 
liTit  was  not  at  her  Infti^tion  that  her  friends  made 
this  requeft,  yet  at  leaft  it  was  agreeable  to  her  in* 
dination;  and  Oie  obtained  her  hufband's  conjent 
upon  a  promife  of  returning  at  Michaelmas.  And  "^ 
i6  the  mean  while  his  iludies  went  on  very  vigo- 
Foufly;  and  his  chief  diveriion,  after. the  bufinefs  of 
the  ^jy  was  now  and  then  in  an  evening  to  vifit  the 
Lady  Nfergaret  Lee,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Marl- 
borough, Lord  High  Treafurer  of  England,  aud 
Prefident  of  the  Privy  Council  to  King  Jam^  L 
This  Lady,  being  a  woman  of  excellent  wit  and 
underftanding,  had  a  particular  honor  for  our  au- 
(tuTt  and  took  great  delight  in  his  converiation  s 
as  likewife  did  her  hufband"  Captain  Hobfon,^  a  > 
Tery  accomplifhcd  gendeman.  And  what  a  am- 
gard  Milnm  i^aia  had  for  her,   he  has  left  upon 
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record  in  a  fonnet  to  Ker  praife^  extant  among  hii^ ' 
other  pocnr.s. 

Michaelmas  was  now  come,  but  he  heard  nothing 
of  his  wife's  return.  He  wrote  to  her,  but  receivw  i 
no  anfwer.  He  wrote  again  letter  after  letter,  W' " 
received  no  anfwer  to  any  of  them.  He  then  difr 
patched  :♦.  !i-eflcn^er  with  a  letter,  defiring  her  i» 
return  5  bi: :  ffcfi  piofitivdy  refufed,  arid  difmifled  tfcc 
meffe::^'cr  v/ith  contempt.  Whether  it  was,  that, 
(he  had  conceived  nnV  diflike  to  her  huiband's  pcr-^ 
fen  or  humor  5  or  whether  flie  could  not  conform 
to  his  retired  and  philofophical  manner  of  Hfei* 
having  been  accuftpmed  to  a  houfe  of  much  gaiety 
and  company  5  or  whether  being  of  a  family  ftrongljr' 
attached  to  the  royal  caufe,  fhe  could  not  bear  ner 
hufband's  republican  principles ;  or  whether  fhe  was 
overperfuaded  by  her  relations,  who  pofiibly  might 
repent  of  having  matched  the  eldefl  daughter  of  itii 
£Lmily  to  a  man  fo  diftinguifhed  for  taking  the  con-' 
trary  party,  the  King's  head-quarters  being  in  their 
neighbourhood  at  Oxford,  and  his  Majefly  havii^ 
now  fome  fairer  profoedt  of  fuccefs ;  whether  any 
or  all  of  thefe  were  tne  reafons  of  this  extraordinary 
behaviour;  however  it  was,  it  fo  highly  incenfed 
her  hufband,  that  he  thought  it  would  be  dif^ 
honorable  ever  to  receive  her  again  after  fuch  a  re* 
ptilfe,  and  he  determined  to  repudiate  her  as  fhe  had 
m  efFeA  repudiated  him,  and  to  cohfider  her  bo 
longer  as  his  wife^  And  to  fortify  this  his  refolu- 
tidh,  and  at  the  fktnc  time  to  juftify  it  to  the  world, 
he  Wrote  the  Do<atin  and  Uifciplin  of  Divorccy' 
therein  he  endevors  to  prove,  that  indifpoiition,  un- 
fithefs,  or  contrariety  of^  mind,  proceeding  from  any 
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^changeable  caufe  in  nature^  hindering  and  ever 
kely  to  hinder  the  main  benefits  of  conjugd  focietyy 
iiich  are  fokce  and  peiace,  are  greater  reafbns  of 
tvorce  than  adultery  dr  nattnld  frigidity,  efpecially 
'  diere  be  no  children,  and  there  be  liiutual  confeiit 
If  fqsaraticHl.  He  publiflied  it  at  firft  without  his 
me,  but  the  ftile  eafily  betrayed  the  author ;  and 
(cerwards  a  fecond  edition^  mtich  augmtnted^  with 
is  name ;  and  he  dedicated  it  to  the  Parkment  of 
^land  with  the  Ailbmbly  of  Divines,  that  as  they 
rere  then  confulting  about  &e  general  reformatio^ 
f  the  kingdom,  they  might  alfo  take  this  particular 
ife  of  ^meftic  liberty  into  their  confideration. 
uid  then,  as  it  was  objedled^  that  his  dodlrin  was  a 
ovel  notion,  and  a  paii^oX  that  no  body  had  ever 
Qbrted  before,  he  endevored  to  confirm  his  own 
pinion  by  the  authority  of  others,  and  publifhed  in 
644  die  Judgment  of  Martin  Bucer  Sec :  And  as  it 
ras  Aill  objeSbed,  that  his  do£trin  could  not  be  re- 
onciled  to  Scripture,  he  publifhcd  in  1 64  c  his  Tc- 
rachordon  or  Expofitions  upon  the  four  chief  places 
1  Scripture,  which  treat  of  niarriage,  or  nullities  in 
narriage.  At  the  firfl  appearing  of  the  Do<5trin  and 
)ifciplm  of  Divorce  the  clergy  raifed  a  heavy  outcry 
gainft  it,  and  daily  folicited  the  Parlament  to  pafs 
inne  cenfure  upon  it;  and  at  laft  one  of  them,  in 
i  fermon  preached  before  the  Lords  and  Commons 
m  a  day  of  humiliation  in  Augufl  1644,  roundly 
old  them,  that  there  veas  a  book  abroad  which 
leferved  to  be  burnt,  and  diat  among  their  other 
ins  they  ought  to  repent,  that  they  had  riot  yet 
)randed  it  with  fome  mark  of  their  difplcafure.  And 
VIr.  Wood  informs  us,  that  upon  Milton's  publilhing 
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his  three  books  of  Divorce,  the  Aflembly  of  Divines^ 
that  was  then  fitting  at  Weftminfter,  took  fpecial 
notice  of  them;  and  notwithftanding  his  former 
fervices  in  writing  againft  the  Bifliops,  caufed  him 
to  be  fummoned  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords :  but 
that  Houfe,  whether  approving  his  dodrin,  or  noe 
favorbg  his  accufers,  foon  difmifled  him.  He  was 
attacked  too  from  the  prefs  as  well  as  from  the  pul-* 
pit,  in  a  pamphlet  intitled  Divorce  at  pleafure,  and 
in  another  intided  an  Anfwer  to  the  Dodlrin  and 
Difciplin  of  Divorce,  which  was  licenced  and  recom* 
mended  by  Mr.  Jofeph  Caryl,  a  famous  Presbyterian 
Divine,  and  author  of  a  voluminous  commentary  on 
the  book  of  Job :  and  Milton  in  his  Colafterion  at 
Reply  publifhed  in  1645  expofhilates  fmardy  with 
the  licencer,  as  well  as  handles  very  rougldy  the 
namelefs  author.  And  thefe  provocations,  I  fuppofe, 
contributed  not  a  little  to  make  him  fuch  an  enemy 
to  the  Presbyterians,  to  whom  he  had  before  di« 
flinguifhed  himfclf  a  friend.  He  compofed  likewife 
two  of  his  fonnets  on  the  reception  his  book  of  Di- 
vorce met  with,  but  the  latter  is  much  the  better  c^ 
the  two.  To  this  account  it  may  be  added  from 
Antony  Wood,  that  after  the  King's  reftoration, 
when  the  fubjeft  of  divorce  was  under  confideration 
with  the  Lords  upon  the  account  of  John  Lord  Ros 
or  Roos  his  feparation  from  his  wife  Anne  Pierpoint 
ddeft  daughter  to  Henry  Marquis  of  Dorchefler,  he 
was  confulted  by  an  eminent  member  of  that  Houfe, 
and  about  the  &me  time  by  a  chief  officer  of  flate, 
as  being  the  prime  perfon  who  was  knowing  in 
that 
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^^  iimt  <M|i^  thky  ilxat  iwibaMty,  W  W(tt  % 
iHP4£^bafiteribkmBbgi«tappcarafrom;ih«^^^ 
rfikii.|Jlflsflifa|tv»Gtti  Jiin  ab4  lae  £MiiicHil  Mr-  MfP^ 

iyi'8  mdjllfgmhim,  te  fonto:  faw  ntatife  for  tha. 
IdMiMHiMMb  ttf  i>Me.nartk»lar  pdts^  of  Im^iiis^ 

loiiikrthis  i^mtjsi.wmwatbalt.  Timlpift  c^.oor 
lHfaar.iB»^iMlly  bctti  Arinttd  at  the  €a4  of;  his 
■ca^-Mii  kai  I  in»y  97  ifas . dteoiy  of  lib  qmt^ 
MdnSf^aad  bjr  fix  rules  whkh  he  hai  laid  dpwO: 
ar  educasiQti  we  fee  in  fome  meafure  the  method 
liat  he  pnrfiied  in  educating  his  own  pupils.  And 
t  1644  he  pttbliihed  hit  Anopa^bca  or  Speech  for 
be  libony  tk  anlioenced  printing  to  the  Parlament 
if  £oglBAd«  It  Was  written  at  the  defirc  of  fef  er4 
Mmed  men,  and  is  perfa^  the  btft  vindicatioBi 
bat  hat  been  publiihed  at  toy  time  or  in  any  kn-, 
page,  of  that  libnty  which  it  the  bafis  and  Uipport 
£  all  atbtr  liberties,  the  libcr^  of  the  prefs :  but 
loB  it  had  not  the  defired  effect  fer  the  Prefl>yte-^ 
lans  were  as  fend  of  eaterdfing  due  liceniing  power* 
Khea  they  got  it  tnto  their  owb  hands^  as  Uiey  had 
••en  daioorbos-  before  in  inveighing  agfdnft  i^ 
vfaik  ■  it  ■  Was  in  the  hands  of  the  Prelates.  And 
4r.  Toland  is  miftaken  in  faying,  "  that  fuch  waa 

*  the  tSsQk  4)f  this  piece,  that  the  following  yaar 

*  Mabol  a  Ikenceir  cMfered  reafons  againft  licencitigi 
'  and  at  hii  own  ccbueft  was  di&harged  diat  ^e*>.** 
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For  neither  was  the  licencer's  name  Mabol,  1 
Gilbert  Mabbot;  neither  was  he  difcharged  from 
office  till  May  1649,  about  five  years  afterwar 
tho'  probably  he  might  be  fw^ed  by  Milton's  ar] 
ments,  as  every  ingenuous  perfon  muft^  who  pen: 
and  confiders  them.  And  in  1645  waspabUfhec 
colledion  of  his  poems,  Latin  and  Englim^  the  pi 
cipal  of  which  are  On  the  morning  of  Chrift's  nativ 
L' Allegro,  II  Penferofo,  Lycidas,  the  Mafk  &c  2 
and  if  he  had  left  no  other  monuments  of  his  po( 
cal  genius  behind  him,  thefe  would  have  been  fu 
dent  to  have  rendered  his  name  immortal. 

But  without  doubt  his  Dodrin  of  Divorce  s 
the  maintenance  of  it  principally  engaged  his  thoug 
at  tliis  period ;  and  whether  others  were  convin^ 
or  not  by  his  arguments,  he  was  certainly  convin^ 
himfelf  that  he  was  in  die  right ;  and  as  a  proof 
It  he  determined  to  marry  again,  and  made  his  \ 
drefles  to  a  young  lady  of  great  wit  and  beauty^  < 
of  the  daughters  of  Dr.  E^vis.  But  intelligence 
this  coming  to  his  wife,  and  the  then  declining  fl 
of  the  King's  caufe,  and  confequently  of  the  i 
cumftances  of  Juftice  Powell's  family,  caufed  tht 
to  fet  all  engins  on  work  to  reflore  the  wife  again 
her  hufband.  And  his  fi'iends  too  for  different  r 
ions  feem  to  have  been  as  defirous  of  bringing  ab( 
a  reconciliation  as  her's,  and  this  method  of  efiedi 
it  was  concerted  between  them.  He  had  a  relatii 
one  Blackborough,  living  in  the  lane  of  St.  Marti 
Le  Grand,  whom  he  often  vifited;  and  one  c 
when  he  was  vifiting  there,  it  was  contrived  that  1 
wife  (hould  be  ready  in  another  room ;  and  as 
was  thinking  of  noming  lefs^  he  was  furprifed 
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lee  her,  whom  he  had  expeftcd  never  to  have  feen 
any  more,  falling  down  upon  her  knees  at  his  feet, 
and  imploring  his  forgivenefs  with  tears.     At  firft  he 
I    Ihowed  fome  figns  of  averfion,  but  he  continued  not 
long  inexorable;  his  wife's  intreaties,  and  the  inter- 
ceffion  of  friends  on  both  fides  foon  wrought  upon 
his  generous  nature,  and  procured  a  happy  reconci- 
liation with  an  adl  of  oblivion  of  all  that  was  part. 
But  he  did  not  take  his  wife  home   immediately;  it 
was  agreed  that  (he  fliould  remain  at  a  friend's  till 
the  houfe,  that  he  had  newly  taken,  was  fitted  for 
their  reception;  for  fome  other  gentlemen  of  his  ac- 
quaintance, having  obferved  the  great  fuccefs  of  his 
"method  of  education,  had  recommended  their  Tons 
to  his  carc;  and  his  houfe  in  Aiderfgate-ftreet  not 
heing  large  enough,  he  had  taken  a  larger  in  Barbi- 
can:   and  till  this  could  be  got  ready,    the  place 
pitched  upon  for  his  wife's  abode  was  the  widow 
Webber's  houfe  in  St.  Clement's  Churchyard,  whofe 
fecond  daughter  had  been  married  to  the  other  bro- 
ther many  years   before.     The   part,   that  Milton 
afted  in  this  whole  affair,  fhowed  plainly  that  he  had 
a  fpirit  capable  of  the  ftrongeft  refentment,  but  yet 
more  inclinable  to  pity  and  forgivenefs:   and  neither 
in  this  was  any  injury  done  to  the  other  hdy,  whom 
he  was  courting,  for  {he  is  faid  to  have  been  always 
'svetAi'fnnn  the  motion,  not  daring  I  fuppofc  to  ven- 
^bac  if^iharriage  with  a  mail  who  was  known  to  have 
'ft  iriSi  ftill  living.   He  might  not  thin^  himfelf  too  at 
'^fibcity  4s  before,  while  his  wife  continued  obiliiut^j 
'for  lu  moft  plaufible  argument  for  divorce  prtiteeds 
'ap6n  X  fippt^tion,  ^t  the  thing  be  daw  with  mu- 
tual codfettL  ' 
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After  his  wife's  return  his  &mily  wias  inatafei 
not  onlj  with  children,  but  alfo  with  hk  wife's  rek*- 
tions,  her  father  and  mother,  her  brothers  and  filler^ 
coming  to  live  with  him  in  the  general  diftrefs  and 
ruin  of  the  royal  party :  and  he  was  fo  far  from  r&- 
fentiog  their  former  ill  treatment  of  him,  that  he 
generoufly  proteded  them,  and  entertained  them 
very  hofpitably,  till  their  affairs  were  accommodated 
thro'  his  intereft  with  the  prevailing  fadtion.  And 
then  upon  their  removal,  and  the  death  of  his  own 
father,  his  houfe  looked  again  like  the  houie  of  the 
Mufes :  but  his  fhidies  had  like  to  have  been  inter- 
rupted by  a  call  to  public  bufinefs ;  for  about  this 
time  there  was  a  defign  of  conftituting  him  Adjutant 
General  in  the  army  under  Sir  William  Waller  j  bat 
the  new  modeling  of  the  army  foon  following,  that 
defign  was  laid  aude.  And  not  long  after,  his  great 
houfe  in  Barbican  being  now  too  large  for  his  fitmily, 
he  quitted  it  for  a  fmaller  in  High  Holborn^  whidi 
opened  backward  into  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  where 
he  profecuted  his  fbidies  till  the  King's  trial  and 
death,  when  the  Prefbyterians  dedaming  tra^cally 
againfl  the  King's  execution,  and  averting  that  his 
perfbn  was  facred  and  inviolable,  provoked  him  to 
write  the  Tenure  of  Kings  and  Magiffarates,  proving 
that  it  is  lawful  to  call  a  tyrant  to  account  and  to 
depofe  and  put  him  to  deadi,  and  that  they  who  ^ 
late  fo  much  blame  depofing  are  the  men  who  did  it 
themfelves :  and  he  publifhed  it  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1 649,  to  fatisfy  and  compofe  the  minds  cf 
the  people.  Not  long  after  this  he  wrote  his  Ol>- 
fervations  on  the  articles  of  peace  between  the  Earl 
of  Ormond  and  the  Iriih  rebels.    And  in  thefe  and 
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«U  his  writings^  whatever  others  of  different  parties 
may  think,  he  thought  himfclf  an  advocate  for  true 
Ifl^riy,  for  eccleliaftical  liberty  in  his  trcatifes  againft 
the  biihops,  for  domeflic  liberty  in  his  books  of' 
4ivorce,  and  for  civil  liberty  in  his  writings  againft' 
ijpe  king  in  defenfe  of  die  parlament  and  people  of 
i^gland. 

After  this  he  retired  again  to  his  private  ftydles  y 
and  thinkiDg  that  he  had  leifure  enough  for  fuch  a 
work,  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  writing  of  a  Hiftory, 
of  Ejigland,  which  he  intended  to  deduce  from  the 
earliefl  accounts  down  to  his  own  times :  and  he  had 
finilbed  four  books  of  it,  when  neither  courting  nor 
cxpc&mg  any  fuch  preferment,  he  was  invited  by, 
the  Council  of  Slate  to  be  their  Latin  Secretary  for 
foreign  affairs.  And  he  ferved  in  the  fame  capacity 
under  OUverj  and  Richard,  and  the  Rump,  till  tlie 
RcAoration ;  and  without  doubt  a  better  Latin  pen 
could  not  have  been  found  in  the  kingdom.  For 
the  Republic  and  Cromwell  fcorncd  to  pay  that  tri- 
bute to  any  foreign  prince,  which  is  ufually  paid  to 
the  French  king,  of  managing  their  affairs  in  his 
language;  they  thought  it  an  indignity  and  mean- 
nefs,  to  which  this  or  any  free  nation  ought  not  to  fub- 
mitj  and  took  a  noble  rcfolution  neither  to  write  any 
letters  to  any  foreign  ftates,  nor  to  receive  any 
anfwers  from  them,  but  in  the  Latin  tongue,  which 
was  common  to  them  all.  And  it  would  have  been 
well,  if  fucceeding  princes  had  followed  their  ex- 
ample; for  in  the  opinion  of  very  wife  men,  tlic 
univerf^Iity  of  the  French  language  will  make  way 
far  the  .uniyerf^Uty  pf  t^c  French  monari^hy. 
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But  it  was  not  only  in  foreign  difpatches  that  the 
government  made  ufe  of  his  pen.  He  had  difcharged 
the  bufinefs  of  his  office  a  very  little  time,  before  he 
was  called  to  a  work  of  another  kind.     For  ibon  af- 
ter the  King's  death  was  publifhed  a  book  under  his 
name  intitlod  Exxo^f  Bao-iAixiy,  or  the  royal  image: 
>and   this  book,    like  Casfar's  lafl  will,   making  a 
deeper  impreffion,  and  exciting  greater  commifera- 
tion  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  than  the  King  him- 
felf  did  while  alive,  Milton  was  ordered  to  prepare 
an  anfwer  to  it,  which  was  publifhed  by  authority, 
and  in  titled  Eix,ovoicXa<rni  or  the  image-breaker,  the 
famous  furname  of  many  Greek  emperors,  who  in 
their    zeal  againfl  idolatry  broke  all  fuperftitious 
images  to  pieces.     This  piece  was  tranflated  into 
French ;  and  two  replies  to  it  were  publifhed,  one  in 
1651,  and  the  other  in  1692,  upon  the  reprinting  of 
Milton's  book  at  Amflerdam.     In  this  controverfy  a 
heavy  charge  hath  been  alleged    againfl    Milton. 
Some  editions  of  the  King's  book  have  certain  prayers 
added  at  the  end,  and  among  them  a  prayer  in  time 
of  captivity,  which  is  taken  from  that  of  Pamela  in 
Sir  Philip  Sidney's  Arcadia:   and  it  is  faid,  that  this 
prayer  was  added  by  the  contrivance  and  artifice  of 
Milton,  who  together  with  Bradfhaw  prevailed  upon 
the  printer  to  infert  it,  that  from  thence  he  nught 
take  occafion  to  bring  a  fcandal  upon  the  King,  and 
to  blafl  the  reputation  of  his  book,  as  he  hath  at- 
tempted to  do  in  the  firfl  feAion  of  his  anfwer.  This 
fd<fl  is  related  chiefly  upon  the  authority  of  Henry 
Hills  the  printer,  who  had  frequently  affirmed  it  to 
Dr.  Gill  and  Dr.  Bernard  his  phyficians,   as  thw 
themfelves  have  tcflified.    But  Hills  was  not  him&lf 

the 
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Ac  printer,  who  was  dealt  with  in  this  manner,  and 
confequently  he  could  have  the  ftory  only  from  he:ir- 
£iy:  and  tho'  he  was  Cromwell's  printer,  yet  after- 
wards he  turned  papift  in  die  reign  of  James  II,  in, 
order  to  be  that  king's  printer,  and  it  was  at  that 
time  that  he  ufed  to  relate  this  ftory ;  fo  that,  1 
think,  little  credit  is  due  to  his  teftimony.  And  in- 
deed I  cannot  but  hope  and  believe,  that  Milton 
had  a  foul  above  being  guilty  of  fo  mean  an  aflion 
to  ferve  fo  mean  a  purpofe ;  and  there  is  as  little  rea- 
fon  for  fixing  it  upon  him,  as  he  had  to  traduce  the 
King  for  profaning  the  duty  of  prayer  "  with  the 
*'  polluted  tralh  of  romances."  For  there  arc  not 
many  finer  prayers  in  the  beft  books  of  devotion  s 
and  the  King  might  as  lawfully  borrow  and  apply  it 
to  his  own  occafions,  as  the  Apoftle  might  make 
quotations  from  Heathen  poems  and  plays :  and  it 
became  Milton  the  leaft  of  all  men  to  bring  fuch  an 
accufation  againfl  the  King,  as  he  was  himfelf  parti- 
cularly fond  of  reading  romances,  and  has  made  ufe  of 
them  in  fome  of  the  beft  and  lateft  of  his  writings. 

But  his  moft  celebrated  work  in  profe  is  his  Defenle 
of  the  people  of  England  againft  Salmafius,  Defenfio 
propopulo  Anglicano  contra  Claudii  Anonymi,  alias 
Salmafii,  Dcfcnfionem  Regiam.  Salmafms,  by  birth  a 
Frenchman, fucceeded  the  famousScaligerashonorary 
Profeffor  of  the  univerfity  of  Leyden,  and  had  gained 
great  reputation  by  his  Plinian  Exercitations  on  So- 
linus,  and  by  his  critical  remarks  on  feveral  Latin 
and  Greek  authors,  and  was  generally  efteemed  one 
of  the  greateft  and  moft  confummate  fcholars  of  that 
age:  and  is  commended  by  Milton  himfelf  in  his 
Reafon  of  Church  Government,  and  called  the 
D  4  learned 
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learned  Salmafius.    And  befides  his  great  learning  ho 
had  extraordinary  talents  in  railing.     ^^  This  prince 
"  of  (choiars,  as  feme  body  (aid  of  him,  feemcd  xo 
"  have  eredted  his  throne  upon  a  heap  of  ftones, 
^  that  he  might  have  them  at  hand  to  throw  at  every 
^  one's  head  who  pafled  by/'     He  was  tfaerefbre 
courted  by  Charles  II,  as  the  mod  able  man  to  write 
a  defenfe  of  the  late  King  his  father  and  to  traduce 
his  adverfaries,  and  a  hundred  Jacobufes  were  given 
him  for  that  purpofe,  and  the  book  was  pufaliihed 
in  1 649  with  this  title  Defenfio  Regia  pro  Carob  I. 
ad  Carolum  IL     No  fooner  did  this  book  appear  in 
England,  but  the  Council  of  State  unanimoufly  ap- 
pointed Milton,  who  was  then  prefent,  to  anfwer  it : 
and  he  perfermed  the  taik  with  amazing  fpirit  and 
vigor,  tno'  his  health  at  that  time  was  fuch,  that  he 
could  hardly  indure  the  fatigue  of  writings  and  being 
weak  in  body  he  was  forced  to  write  by  piece-meal, 
and  to  break  off  aInK)ft  every  hour,  as  he  fays  him- 
ielf  in  the  introdudtion.     This  neceffarily  occaiioned 
fome  delay,  fo  that  his  Defenfe  of  the  people  of 
England  was  not  made  public  till  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1651 :  and  they  who  cannot  read  the  origi- 
nal^ ;may  yet  have  the  pleafure  of  reading  the  Englifh 
.tnnilation  by  Mr.  Wafhington    of  the    Temple, 
Vr 'which  was  printed  in  1692,  and  is  inferted  among 
^.'Milton's  works  in  the  two  bft  editions.     It  was 
Ibmewhat  extraordinary,  that  Salmafius,  a  penfioner 
to  a  republic,  fhould  pretend  to  write  a  defenfe  of 
monarchy ;  but  the  States  fhowed  their  difapproba- 
tion  by  publicly  condemning  his  book,  and  ordering 
it  to  be  fuppreiled.   And  on  the  other  hand  Milton's 
book  was  burnt  at  Paris^   and  at  Toloufe  by  the 

hands 
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Itandfi  of  the  common  hangman ;  but  this  Jerved 
only  to  procure  it  the  more  readers :  it  wa«  read  and 
talked  of  every  where,  and  even  they  who  were  of 
difivrent  principles,  yet  could  not  but  acknowledge 
that  he  was  a  good  defender  of  a  bad  caulc;  and 
Salmalius's  book  underwent  only  one  impreflion, 
while  this  of  Milton  pafled  thro'  fevcral  editions. 
On  the  firft  appearance  of  it,  he  was  vJiited  or  in- 
vited by  all  the  foreign  mmiftcrs  at  London,  not  ex» 
tcpting  even  thofc  of  crowned  heads  j  and  was  par- 
ticularly honored  and  cftecmcd  by  Adrian  Paaw, 
cmbalTador  from  the  States  of  Holland.  He  was 
Ukewifc  highly  complimented  by  letters  from  the 
moft  learned  and  ingenbus  perfons  in  France  and 
Germany-,  and  Leonard  Philara*;,  an  Athenian  born, 
and  embaflador  from  the  Duke  of  Parma  to  the 
French  king,  wiote  a  fine  eneamiBin  of  hit  Dcietkfe, 
■and  fent  Inn  hii  fiStatCt  «  vppcan  from  Mflton^ 
letter  to  PMans  <ktEd  at  LondcHi  ia  June  165s. 
And  what  gave  ^m  the  greatcft  fsuit^i6)ion,  the 
froi^  was  highly  applaoded  bf  thofe,  who  bad  do. 
fired  bim  to  undertafee  it ;  and  they  made  him  a  pre-^^ 
tent  of  A  thaaftndpoimds,  which  in  thole  days  df^ 
fragalky  was  lackoned  r>o  inconfiderablc  reward  for 
his  perfermaiKe.  Bat  the  cafe  was  far  othcrwife-  , 
^vkh  Salnufias.  He  was  then  in  high  favor  at  th|H 
court  af  Chti^na  Queen  of  Sweden,  who  had  in-^ 
nted^udwrleveral-«f  ch»«ioftteaniod  mtit  o£  ■dt 
-jeountrin':  b«t when-Mihon-sDefenie  ^t&o people 
e^Sn^andwB»-1»«ugfat  to  Sweden,  aad  was  Had 
(ir'^ie- Queen  «r/^« 'CNm  defipe,  be  fiuk  iamw- 
dlstdyfo  her  cAcom  and  l^C'OfiBioii  of  every  body) 
■nd  tbo'->te  «iBMd  Wg  «  irft,  mi  nmW  she 
dellrudtion 
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Ae&mBxm  of  Milton  and  the  Parlamcnt,  yet&idio^^ 
that  he  was  looked  upon  with  coldnefs,  he  thought 
proper  to  take  leave  of  the  court }  and  he  who  came 
in  honor,  was  difmifled  with  contempt.  He  died 
fome  time  afterwards  at  Spa  in  Germany,  and  it-M 
faid  more  of  a  broken  heart  than  of  any  dlAempo'j 
leaving  a  poftbumous  reply  to  Milton,  which  wu 
not  pubKftied  till  after  the  Refttnration,  and  wac  de- 
dicated to  Charles  11.  by  his  fbn  Qaudius ;  but  it  has 
done  no  great  honor  to  his  memory,  abounding  with 
abufe  much  more  than  argument. 

Ifaoc  Voflius  was  at  Stockholm,  when  Milum's 
book  was  brought  thither,  aiid  in  fome  of  his  letteri 
to  Nicolas  HeinHus,  publilhed  by  Profeflca*  Burman 
in  the  third  tome  of  his  Syllc^  Epifiolanim,  he 
fays,  that  he  had  the  only  co^  of  Milton's  book, 
tmt  the  Queen  borrowed  it  of^  him,  and  was  tot 
much  pieced  with  k,  and  commended  Milton's  wtt 
and  manner  of  writing  in  the  prefcnce  of  fercral  per- 
fons,  and  that  Salmaiius  was  vety  angry,  and  vety 
faufy  in  preparing  his  anfwer,    wherein  he  abufed 

^  Milton  as  if  he  had  been  one  of  the  vilcft  catamites 
in  Italy,  and  alfo  criticizedtiis  Latin  poems.  Heinfius 
vrhes  aeain  to  Voflius  from  Holland,  that  be  won- 
.dered   wat  only  one  copy  of  Milton's  book  was 

E  brought  to  Stockholm,  when  three  were  fent  thi- 
ther, one  to  the  Queen,  another  to  Voffius  which 
he  had  received^  and  the  third  to  Salmafius ;  that 
the  book  was  in  every  body's  hands,  and  there  bad 
been  four  editions  in  a  few  months  befides  the  EogliOi 
one;  that  a  Dutch  tranflation  was  handed  about, 
and  a  French  one  was  expeded.  And  afterwards 
he  writes  from  Veoic^  that  Holftenius  had  lent 

him 


him  Milton's  Latin  poems  j  that  they  were  nothing, 
oompared  with  the  elegance  of  his  Apology ;  that 
he  nad  offended  frequently  againft  profody,  and 
here  was  a  great  opening  for  Salmafius's  criticifm: 
but  as  to  Milton's  having  been  a  catamite  in  Italy, 
he  fays,  that  it  was  a  mere  calumny ;  on  the  con- 
trary he  was  difliked  by  the  Italians,  for  the  feverity 
of  his  manners,  and  for  the  freedom  of  his  dif- 
courfes  againft  popery.  And  in  others  of  his  letters 
to  Vofiius  and  to  J.  Fr.  Gronovius  from  Holland, 
Heinfius  mentions  how  angry  Salmafius  was  witb 
him  for  commending  Milton's  book,  and  fays  that 
Grafwinkelius  had  written  fomething  againft  Milton, 
which  was  to  have  been  printed  by  Elzevir,  but  it 
was  fuppreffed  by  public  authority. 

The  firft  reply  that  appeared  was  publifiied  in 
1651,  and  intitled  an  Apology  for  the  king  and 
people  &c,  Apologia  pro  rcge  &  populo  AngHcano 
contra  Johannis  Polypragmatici  (alias  Miltoni  Angli) 
Dcfenfionem  deftruftivam  regis  &  populi  Anglican), 
It  is  not  known,  who  was  the  author  of  this  piece. 
Some  attributed  it  to  one  Janus  a  lawyer  of  Grays- 
Inn,  and  others  to  Dr.  John  Bramhall,  who  was  then' 
Bilhop  of  Derry,  and  was  made  Primate  of  Ireland 
after  the  Reftoration :  but  it  is  utterly  improbable, 
that  fo  mean  a  performance,  written  in  fuch  barba- 
rous Latin,  and  fo  fiili  of  folcecifms,  fliould  come 
fiom  the  iniids  of  a  prekte  t}f-  fuch  diftii^utOwd 
ibiUtiesand  learning.  But  whoever  was  the  author 
uBit,  IMiltoB^^noc  thmkit  worthhis  wbiltttpflci- 
nudvett  upon  it  himfelf,  bnt  enapkiyed  the  youoger 
trf-^Usn^jtetWB  toanfoer  it;  but  he  fupervifed  uvi 
oofTedBd  4ka  anf«ajfo  nuichbefijoe  it  went  4»  the 
■  '  ■     .  prefs. 


prcfsy7dmt  it  may  in  a  manner  be  called  his  Qwn.  It 
came  forth  in  1652  under  this  titl^,  Johaonis  Philippi 
Angli  Refponiio  ad  Apologiam  anonymi  cujuidam 
tencbrionis  pro  r^  &  populo  Aoglicano  infafiti^- 
mam;  and  it  is  printed  with  Milton's  works;  and 
throughout  the  whole  Mr.  Philips  treats  Biihop  Bram- 
hall  with  great  feverity  as  the  author  of  the  Apology, 
thinking  probably  that  ib  confiderable  an  adveriory 
would  make  the  anfwer  more  confiderable. 
.  Sir  &ohert  Filmer  likewife  publifhed  fonoe  ani* 
madrerfibns  upon  Milton's  D^wk  of  the  peof^^  in 
a  {nocc  printed  in  1652,  and  intitled  Obferva* 
tions  concerning  the  original  of  government,  upoa 
Mr.  Hobbes's  Leviathan,  Mr.  Milton  againft  Salma- 
lius,  and  Hugo  Grotius  de  Jure  belli :  but  I  do  not 
£nd  that  Milton  or  any  of  his  friends  took  any  no- 
tice of  it ;  but  Milton's  quarrel  was  afterwards  fu& 
ficiently  avenged  by  Mr.  Locke,  who  wrote  agiainft 
Sir  Robert  Filmer's  principles  of  government,  more 
I  iuppofe  in  condefcenfion  to  the  prejudices  of  Um 
age,  than  out  of  any  regard  to  the  weight  or  ioipor^ 
teuice  of  Filmer's  arguments. 

It  is  probable  that  Milton,  when  he  was  firil 
madp  Latin  Secretary,  removed  from  his  houfe  in 
High  Holbom  to  be  nearer  Whitehall:  and  Ibr 
ibme  time  he  had  lodgings  at  one  Thomfoo's  next 
door  to  the  Bull-head  tavern  at  Charing*Crois,  open* 
ing  into  Spring-Garden,  till  the  apartment^  appointed 
for  him  in  Scotland- Yard,  could  be  got  ready  foE 
his  reception.  He  then  removed  thither ;  and  thers 
his  third  child,  a  fon  wafi  born  and  named  JoJui, 
who  thro'  the  ill  ufage  or  had  conftitution  of  ths 
nurfe  died  an  infent,  .  His  own  health  too  was 

greatly 
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ftd^iin^tt)rfd|i«ftdfivllifcted^  of nljflitl  hi 
iNMd  mm  Ilk  apirtiiiMMi  u  JBdotland^xwd'  tv^ 
|rfb  in  Peitf-FhuK:e  Wcftttikfter,  wUdrirotMbtt 
IkteLwd  Scudsttnorp^i  luidiotaiicd  iniOrSlkjM 
rhs  tnd  tlfert  ho  mndBed  «^^  tin 

iftii  jt  till  witfaid  fliMr  week»^  tht  Jiia^t'm^ 
IMiAn.  Ih  this  bmft  he  faid  ilofe  b^ 
b»faMfirft  wife  4ied  mdblbXnd^  i^ 
B  nqmihx  foirt»,  -mm  aiiil/irtteadtBcq^.  hcK  tiiiii» 
il^  iildbom  dficr  ft  jplie^ 
bcoody  who  iraa^  CitttifbiB  daoghter  o£€kalam 
BodMdk  of  Hackni^t  iild  An  fttedkd  jnidMldk- 
1«  trilhiii  ft  jriftr  aftoc.  tfifir:  tmxmg^*  nd  .Jht 
Id,  who  was  a  dauehter,  died  in  ft  4iksttL  kftar 
rt  ftftd-heritnfliuKi  hft8  daod  1 
fine  of  hia  fonneft. 
T  wo  OT  three  years  befoM  tiiifl  fecond  tnarriage  hft 
d  -tMaUy  loft  his  fight .  And  his  tnemies  tti^ 
ipbed  in  Us  blindnefs,  and  iiAmitdd  it  at  a  jodg^ 
nt  upon  him  for  writing  agjainR  the  King:  hut  hie 
bt  md  been  decaying  ftvoSal  Jrewsbeforc^  throT 
dofe  acpU^atiob  to  iSxidfi  And  the  frcqacnt  head<- 
i«  to  Which  he  had  beeb  filb)eft  from  his  child- 
ody  and  his  cbntinnal  taHmpering  Witk  j^jisfic, 
lich  perhapd  Was  more  pefnidOus  man  aU  me  veSti 
1  h&  himfelf  has  ii^brmcd  aa  ift  his  ftcond  De»- 
^  that  when  he  Was  ataoittted  by  audiori^  to 
ite  his  Defenfe  of  the  peo[mi  ag^unft  Sahiiafiiny  he 
1  alikioft  loft  the  fight  of  one  eye;  and  the  phyfi^- 
t»  deckred  to  'him^  that  if  ho  undertook  that 
tk,  hb  would  alfo  bfe  the  fi|(ht  of  the  other:  4mII 
Was  notfaifig  difComaged^  md  ehofe  rather  to  loft 
h  bia  eyea'Oian  dt&rt  what  he  tltought  hil^^iaty. 

It 
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It  was  the  fight  of  his  left  eye  that  he  loft  firft':  ftod 
at  the  defire  of  his  friend  Leonard  Philaras  the 
:Duke  of  Parma's  minifter  at  Paris  he  fent  him  a 
puticular  account  of  his  cafe,  and  of  the  manner  of 
his  growing  blind,  for  him  to  confult  Thevenot  the 
•phyfician,  who  was  reckoned  famous  in  cafes  of  the 
eyes.  The  letter  is  the  fifteenth  of  his  ^miliar 
^piftles,  and  is  dated  Septemb.  28.  1654:  but  itdoe$ 
-not  appear  what  anfwer  he  received;  we  may  pre- 
iume,  none  that  adminiftered  any  relief  His  blmd- 
nefs  however  did  not  difable  him  entirely  from  per- 
•^forming  the  bufinefe  of  his  office.  An  affiftant  was 
-allowed  him,  and  his  £dary  as  fecretary  ftil^  con- 
tinued to  him. 

;  And  there  was  farther  occafion  for  his  fervice  be- 
fides  didating  of  letters.  For  the  controverfy  with 
£almafius  did  not  die  with  him,  and  there  was  pub- 
4i(hed  at  the  Hague  in  1652  a  book  intitled  the  Crj 
of  the  King's  blood  &c,  Regii  fanguinis  Clamor  ad 
coelum  adverfus  Parricidas  Anglicanos.  The  true 
author  of  this  book  was  Peter  du  Moulin  the 
•younger,  who  was  afterwards  prebendary  of  Canter« 
bury:  and  he  tranfmitted  his  papers  to  Salmafius} 
and  Salmafius  mtrufted  them  to  the  care  of  Alexan- 
der Moras,  a  French  minifter ;  and  Moras  publiftied 
them  with  a  dedication  to  King  Charles  II.  in  the 
name  of  Adrian  Ulac  the  printer,  from  whence  he 
came  to  be  reputed  the  author  of  the  whole.  Thii 
Moras  was  the  fon  of  a  learned  Scotfman,  who  wdi 
-prefident  of  the  college,  which  the  proteftants  had 
formerly  at  Cafbes  in  Languedoc ;  and  he  is  faid  ID  ^ 
have  bom  a  man  of  a  moft  haughty  difpofition,  and 
'         '  irately  addicted  to  women,  bifty,  ambitiou^ 
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yMik  oif  faioi&lf  amLhis  own  pcrfwrnaocset^  mdr  fitti^ 

1^  .ajpoii.att  odiers.    liit  was  however  cftdiemedi 

0l»..oi  the  maftq eminent  preachers  of  tfaaSi  tigd' 

aamqi^  Aft  prafeftmts ;  hot  an  Bionfiew.  iBtegri^  0b« 

&nK%.  tits  diMif.  talent  mnfl:  hiBiv«  oonfifled  m  A^ 

gmxfekefii  :q£  his  deliveryy  or.  in  .thde  fidlioiriif 

unagination  and  quaint  tarns  and  aUufioqM  whtfec^ 

hii  vnnona  are  iiul ;  ^.dieyjretajonottbofe.charait 

in  readSi^  which  they  were  £ud  to  have  fomacriy 

in  dK  ipuMtr  .^gaiafl:  thisiMn  therefore,  asntm 

I    repated  auqf  of  Re^i  fiungninis  Clainor  kc%  MH* 

Jton  pphUflied  hv  aumim^ 

peop!(e.,of  £oguwd,  De&nfio  Secunda  pro  populo 

[    Anglicano,  in  1 654,  and  treats  Moms  with  fuch  fe« 

verity  as  nothing  could  have  excufed,  if  he  had  not 

been  provoked  to  it  by  fo  much  abufe  poured  upon  * 

himfdf    Thae  is  one  piece  of  his  wit,  which  nad 

y  been  publKhed  before  in  the  news-papers  at  Londoif, 

\    a  diftich  upon  Moras  for  gettbg  Pontia  the  maid* 

1   &rvant  of  his  friend  Salmaiius  with  child. 

Galli  ex  concubitu  gravidam  te,  Pontia,  Mori 
ii  QhI^  '^^^'^  moratam  morigeranoque  neget  ? 

^   Upon  this  Moras  publiflied  his  Fides  Publica   in 

1^  amwer  to  Milton,  in  which  he  inferted  feveral  tefti- 

. .  monies  of  his  orthodoxy  and  morals  figned  by  the 

y  conii{h>ries,  academies,  fynods,   and  magiftrates  of 

:  the  {^ces  where  he  had  lived ;  and  difowned  his 

^  heing.the  author  of  the  book  imputed  to  him,  and 

appealed  to  two  gendemen  of  great  credit  with  the 

i  f  arlament  party,  who  knew  the  real  author.    This 

brought  Du  Moulin,  .  who  was  then  in  England* 
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into  greit  danger }  but  the  go?ernment  fiifiered 
to  e^pe  with  impunity^  rather  than  they  would 
publicly  contradid  the  great  patron  of  their  canie. 
For  he  (till  perfifted  in  his  accofation,  and  enderored 
to  make  it  good  in  his  Defenfe  of  himfelf^  AutooB 
pro  ie  Defenfio,  which  was  publifhed  in  1 655,  where* 
m  he  oppofed  to  the  teflimonics  in  favor  of  Moras 
other  te Aimonies  againft  him }  and  Moras  replied  no 
more. 

After  this  controrerfy  was  ended,  he  was  at  leifure 
again  to  purfue  his  own  prirate  ihidies,  which  were 
the  Hiftory  of  England  before  mentioned,  and  a 
new  Thefauras  of  the  Latin  tongue,  intended  as  an 
improvement  upon  that  by  Robert  Stephens;  a  work, 
which  he  had  been  long  colle£iing  from  the  beft  and 
pureft  Latin  authors,  and  continued  at  times  alowft 
to  his  dying  day :  but  his  papers  were  left  fo  con- 
fiifed  and  imperfect,  that  they  could  not  be  fitted  &x 
the  prefS)  tho*  great  ufe  was  made  of  them  by  the  comi* 
pilers  of  the  Cambridge  DiAionary  printed  in  1 695* 
Thefe  papers  are  faid  to  have  confifted  of  three  la^e 
volumes  in  folio ;  and  it  is  a  great  pity  that  diey  are 
lofl:,  and  no  account  is  given  what  is  become  of  the 
manufcript  It  is  commonly  faid  too  that  at  this 
time  he  began  his  famous  poem  of  Faradife  Loil ; 
and  it  is  certain,  that  he  was  glad  to  be  feleafed  Stom 
thofe  controverfies,  which  detained  him  fo  long  £ram 
following  things  more  agreeable  to  hianaMnd  genius 
and  inclination,  tho*  he  was  far  from  ever  repenting 
of  hift  Writings  in  defenfe  of  liberty^  b«  glorisd  in 
theifa  to  the  laft. 

The  only  interraption  now  of  his  private  ftudits 
WAS  the  bdfineft  of  liis  office.     Ift<  1 655  tlum  was 

puhliibed 
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^protlflicd  in  Latin  a  writing  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Protcilor,  fetting  forth  the  reafons  of  the  war 
with  Spain  :  and  this  piece  is  rightly  adjudged  to  our 
author,  both  on  account  of  the  peculiar  elegance  of 
the  ftllc,  and  bccaufe  it  was  his  province  to  write 
fach  things  as   Latin   Secretary;  and  it  is  printed 
among  his  otiier   profe-works   in    the  laft  edition. 
And  for  the  fame  reafons  I   am  inclined   to  think, 
that  the  famous  Latin  verfes  to  ChriftJna  Queen  of 
Sweden  in  the  name  of  Cromwell  were  made  by  our 
author  rather  than  Andrew  Marvel.     In  thofe  days 
they  had  admirable  intelligence  in  the  Secretary's 
office;  and  Mr.  Philips  relates  a  memorable  inftance 
or  two  upon  his  own  knowledge.     Tlie  Dutch  were 
fending   a   plenipotentiary   to   England   to  treat  of 
peace;  but  the  emilTaries  of  the  government  had  the    , 
art  to  procure  a  copy  of  his  inftru<iXions  in  Holland, 
which  were  delivered  by  Milton  to  his  kinfman  who    * 
Was  then  with  him,  to  tranflatc  them  for  the  ufe  of 
the  Council,    before   the   faid   plenipotentiary    had 
taken  {fajj^ing  for  England  j  and  an  anfwer  to  Sll 
diat  he  had  in  charge  was  prepared,  and  lay  ready  .. 
for  him  bcibre  he  made  his  public  entry  into  Lbndoti. 
Another  time  a  perfoncame  to  London  with  a  Verjr 
famptuous  train,  pretending  himfelf  an  agent  frotn 
the  Prince  of  Conde,  who  was  then  in  afms-againft 
drdinU  Nbzarine :  but  the  government  fuf^fting 
<liiin  fet  liieir  inftrutnents  to  wotIc  Co  fuccefsfiiHy, 
<lutt  in  t  few  days  they  received  intelligence  fi-oA 
-fttia^  that  he  was  a  fpy  employed  by  Charles  11: 
Vrhereupon  the  very  next  morning  Milton's  kinfman 
'^MK  fient'to  him  with  an  order  of  Council,  com- 
•  BBandiag  him  to  depart  the  kingdom  within  three 
i;ai^ot.  I.  E  days, 
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44yS|  or  expe&  the  punifhmpnt  of  a  fpy.  ;  1^^ 
lofffrimn  was  in  all  probability  Mr.  Philips. or  htt 
Mptlyr^  who  were  Milton^'s  nephews,    and  lived 
iferjf^^much  with  him,  and  one  or  both  of  them  were 
aj^^ot  to  him  in  his  office.   His  blindnefs  no  doubt 
*- 1^^  a  great  hindrance  and  inconvenience  to  him  in 
hk  buunefs,  tho'  fonletimes  a  political  ufe  migjit  be 
tpzdf^  of  it;  as  nien's  natural  infirmities  are  often 
|ilqi4^  ^^  excufe  for  qot  doing  what  they  have  no 
gjrciat  inclination  to  do.    Thus  when  Cromwdl,  as 
tre  may  coU^ A  from  Whitlockj  for  fome  reafons  de- 
layed artfully  to  fign  the  treaty  concluded  with  Swe* 
^^n^  and  the  Swedifh  embaflkdor  made  freq^ent 
(pmplaints  of  it|  i(  was  es^cufed  to  him,  becaufc 
^.  Mil(pn  on  account  of  his  blindnefs  proceeded 
Opyter  in  bufinefs,  and  had  not  yet  put  the  artidei 
q(  tjip  treaty  into  Ladn«    Upon  which  the  embaf- 
isidoT  y^B  greatty  fiirprifed,  that  things  of  f^ch  cop* 
ieque^ice  mould  be  intrufUd  to  a  blind  man,  foe  he 
niqft  nece0arUy  employ  an  amanuenfis,    and  th9& 
auunueniis'  might  divulge  the  articles;  an4  iaid  it 
V(^  very  \^onderful,  that  there  fhould  be  only  on^ 
man  in  England  who  could  write  Latiuj  an4  he  a 
plind  one.    But  his  blindneis  had  not  diminifhe^s 
but  rather  increafed  the  vigor  of  his  mind  :    and  his 
ftate-letters  will  remain  as  authentic  memorials  ol* 
t)iofe  times,  to  be  admired  equally  by  critics  and  po- 
liticians I  and  thofe  particularly  about  the  fufferingi 
of  the  poor  protefhnts  in  Piedmont,  who  can  ire^ 
without  fenuble  emotion  ?    This  was  a  fubjeft  itaf. 
iie  had  very  much  at  heart,  as  he  was  an  utter  enemy 
to  all  forts  of  perfecution ;  and  among  his  fonnets  thpre 
i§  a  mg(^  pxeUe&t  oife  upon  the  ijUQ^ 

But 
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Bat  Oliver  Cromwell  being  dead,  and  tlie  govern- 
ment weak  and  unfettled  in  the  hands  of  Richard  , 
and  the  Parlament,  he  thought  it  a  feafonable  time' 
to  offer  his  advice  again  to  the  public;  and  in  1659 
publiftied  a  Treatife  of  civil  power  in  eccle/iaftlcal 
caufes;  and  another  traft  intitled  Confiderations 
touching  the  likelieft  means  to  remove  hirelings  out 
of  the  church;  both  addreOcd  to  the  Parlament  of 
the  commonwealth  of  England.  And  after  the  Par- 
lament was  diffblvcd,  he  wrote  a  Letter  to  fomff 
Statefinan,  with  whom  he  had  a  fcrious  difcourfis 
the  night  before,  concerning  the  ruptures  of  the 
commonwealth;  and  another,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  to- 
General  Monk,  being  a  brief  Delineation  of  a  free 
commonwealth,  eafy  to  be  put  in  praflice,  and-  , 
without  delay.  Thefe  two  pieces  were  communi- 
cated in  manufcript  to  Mr.  Toland  by  a  friend,  who 
a  little  after  Mikon's  death  had  them  from  his  ne- 
phew; and  Mr,  Toland  gave  them  to  be  printed  in 
the  edition  of  our  author's,  profe- works  in  1698. 
But  Milton,  ffiU  finding  that  affairs  were  every  day 
tending  more  and  more  to  the  fubvcrfion  of  the- 
commonwealth  and  the  reftoration  of  the  royal  £t- 
mily,  publilhed  his  Ready  and  eafy  way  to  eftablifh. 
a  free  commonwealth,  and  the  excellence  thereof^ 
compared  with  the  inconveniences  and  dangers  of 
readmitting  kingfhip  in  this  nation.  We  are  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Wood,  that  he  publlfhed  this  piece- 
m  February  1659-60;  and  after  this  he  pubhfbeJ- 
Brief  notes  upon  a  late  fcrmon  intided,  the  Fear  of 
God  and  the  King,  preached  by  Dr.  Matthew  Grif- 
fith at  Mercers  Clwpel  March  25,  1660:  fo  bold 
uid  refolutc  was  he  in  declaring  his  fentimcnts  to 
B  a       ^  the 
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the  laft,  thinking  that  his  voice  was  the  voice  of  cx-» 
piring  liberty. 

A  little  before  the  King's  landing  he  vras  dif- 
charged  from  his  office  of  Latin  Secretary,  and  was 
fbrced  to  leave  his  houfe  in  Petty  France,  where  he 
*  had  lived  eight  years  with  gr^t  reputatidn,  and  had 
bceh  vifited  by  all  foreigners  of  note,  whtf  could  not 
go  out  of  the  country  without  feeing  a  man  Who  did 
fo  ihiich  honor  tb  it  by  his  writings,  and  whofe 
namd  was  as  Well  known  and  as  famods  abroad  as 
in  his  own  nation  j  and  by  feveral  perfons  of  quality 
of  l)oth  fexes,  particularly  the  pious  and  virtuous 
Lady  Ranelagh,  whofe  fon  for  ibme  time  he  in^ 
ftrudtcd,  the  fame  who  was  Paymafter  of  the  forces 
in  King  William's  time ;  and  by  many  learned  and 
ingenious  friends  and  acquaintance,  particularly  An- 
drew Marvel,  and  young  Laurence,  fon  to  the  Pre- 
fident  of  Oliver's  Council,  to  whom  he  has  infcribed 
one  of  his  fonnets,  and  Marchamoht  Needham  the 
writer  of  Politicus,  and  above  all  Cyriac  Skinner, 
whom  he  has  honored  with  two  fonnets.  But  now 
it  was  liot  fafe  for  him  to  appear  any  Ibnger  in 
public^  fo  that  by  the  advice  of  fome  who  wiihed 
him  well  and  were  concerned  for  his  prefervation, 
he  fled  for  fhelter  to  a  friend's  houfe  in  Bartholo- 
liitw  Clofe  near  Weft  Smithfield,  where  he  lay  con- 
t^ed  till  the  worft  of  the  ftorm  was  blown  over. 
The  firft  notice  that  we  find  taken  of  him  was  on 
Saturday  the  1 6th  of  June  1 660,  when  it  was  or- 
dered by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  his  Majefty 
Ihould  be  humbly  moved  to  ifliie  his  proclamation 
for  the  calling  in  of  Milton's  two  books,  his  Defenfe 
^f  the  people  and  Iconocluftes,  and  alfo  Goodwyn's 

book 
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took  intitled  the  Obftrudors  of  juftice,  written  in       t 
juftification  of  the  murder  of  the  late  King,  and  to. 
order  them  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  commoij 
hangman.     At  the  fame  time  it  was  ordered,  that  k 
the  Attorney  General  Ihould  proceed  by  way  of  JntlH 
didtment  or  information  againft  Milton  and  Good-.. 
wyn  in  refpedl  of  their  books,  and  that  they  them- 
felves  fliould  be  fent  for  in  cuftody  of  the  Serjeant 
at  arms  attending  the  Houfe,     Qn  Wednefday  June 
27th  an  order  of  Council  was  made  agreeable  to  th? 
order  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  a  proclamatioij,    *| 
againft  Milton's  and  Goodwyn's  books;  and  the  pro-    4 
clamation  was  iffued  the  13th  of  Auguft  foUowing^  -« 
wherein  it  was  faid  that  the  authors  had  fled  or  did 
abfcond ;    and  on  A^onday    Auguft  27th   Milton's, 
and  Goodwin's  books  were  burnt  according  to  the    ' 
proclamation  at  the  Old  Eaily  by  the  hands  of  the    . 
jcommon   hangman.     On  Wednefday  Auguft  29th 
the  a£t  of  indemnity  was  pa^ed,  which  (urovcd  more 
^vorable  to  Milton  than  could  well  have  been  ez- 
pedcd;  for  tho'  John  Goodwyn  Clerk  was  excepted 
among  the  twenty  perfons,  who  were  to  Juvc  pc- 
^lalties  infti£ted  upon  them,  not  extending  to  life, 
yet  Milton  was  not  excepted  at  all,  and  .ccui&quently 
was  included  in  the  general  pardon.     'NVc  fuid  in^ 
deed  that  afterwards  he  was  in  cuftody  of  the  Ser- 
jeant at  arms ;  but  the  time,  when  he  was  taken  inr 
to  cuftody,  is  not  certain.    He  was  not  jn  cuftody 
on  the  1 2th  of  September,  for  that  day  a  lift  of  the' 
priibners  in  cuftody    of   the  Serjeant  at  arms  was 
read  in  the  Houfe,  and  Milton  is  not  among  them.; 
and  on  the  j  3  th  of  September  the  Houfe  adjourned 
jtp  the  6th  of  November.    It  is  moft  probable  the^^ 
E  3     f  ■  fore^ 
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fore,  that  after  the  afl:  of  indemnity  was  paffed,  and 
after  the  Houfe  had  adjourned,  he  came  out  of  his 
fcopccalmcnt,  and  was  afterwards  taken  into  cuftody 
of  the  Serjeant  at  arms  by  virtue  of  the  former  or- 
der of  the  Houfe  of  Commons :  but  we  cannot 
find  that  he  was  profecuted  by  the  Attorney  Generally 
nor  was  he  continued  in  cuftody  very  long :  for  on 
Saturday  the  15th  of  December  1660,  it  was  or- 
dered by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  Mr.  Milton 
now  in  cuftodv  of  the  Serjeant  at  arpis  fhould  be 
forthwith  releafed,  paying  his  fees ;  and  on  Monday 
the  1 7th  of  December,  a  complaint  being  made  that 
the  Serjeant  at  arms  had  demanded  exceflive  fees  for 
his  imprifonment,  it  was  referred  to  the  Cbmmittee 
'  of  privileges  and  elections  to  examin  this  bufinefs^ 
and  to  call  Mr.  Milton  and  the  Serjeant  before  them, 
and  to  determin  what  was  fit  to  be  given  to  the  Ser- 
jeant for  his  fees  in  this  cafe ;  fo  courageous  was  h? 
at  all  times  in  defenfe  of  liberty  againft  all  the  en^- 
croachments  of  power,  and  tho'  a  prifoner,  would 
yet  be  treated  like  a  fteeborn  Englifhman.  This 
appears  to  be  the  matter  of  faft,  as  it  may  be  col- 
igdted  partly  from  the  Journals  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  partly  from  Kenneths  Hiftorical  Re- 
;ifter:  and  the  clemency  of  the  government  was 
Turcly  very  great  towards  him,  cordSdering  the  na- 
ture of  his  ofienfes ;  for  tho'  he  was  not  one  of  the 
King's  judges  and  murderers,  yet  he  contributed 
more  to  murder  his  charafter  and  reputation  than 
any  of  them  all :  and  to  what  therefore  could  it  be 
owing^  that  he  was  treated  with  foch  lenity,  and 
was  fo  eafily  pardoned  ?  It  is  certain,  there  was  not 
wanting   powerfj^}^  interccffion   for    him  both  in 
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Owncil  and  in  Parlament.     It  is  faid  that  Secretary 
Morrice  and  Sir  Thomas  Clargis  greatly  favored  him, 
jmd  exerted  their  intereft  in  his  behalf ;  and  his  old 
friend  Andrew  Marvd,   member  of  Parkment  foir     ■ 
Hull,  formed  a  confiderablc  party  for  him  in  thjff 
Ronfe  of  Commons  j  and  neither  was  Charles  thi* 
Second  {as  Toland  fays)  fuch  an  enemy  to  the  Mufes,  .  * 
as  to  require  his  deftrudtion.     But  the  principal  in*.   j| 
ftrument  in  obtaining  Milton's  pardon  was  Sir  Wili  , 
Kam  Davenant,  out  of  gratitude  for  Milton's  havin^^ 
jffocored  his  releafc,  when  he  was  taken  prifonner  ^ 
in  1650.     it  was  life  for  life.     Davenant  had  heed   * 
iaved  by  Milton's  intercft,  and  in  return  Milton  was  J^ 
faved  at  Davenant's  interceflion.    This  ftory  Mr.  RW 
chardfoii  relates  upon  the  authority  of  Mr.  Pope ; 
and  Mr.  Fope  faad  it  froth  Betterton  the  ^moas 
aftor,  who  was  firfi:  brought  upon  the  ftage  and  pa-  '  -  - 
t^nized  by  Sir  William  I^vehaot,  and  might  tboc- 
^e  derive  the  knowledge  of  this  trania^tion  from  tUe    . 
feufitaiii. 

Milton  having  tfms  dbtained  his  pardod,  and  l»e-    "' 
ing  Ibt  at  Hfaerty  again,  took  a  houfe  in  Holbom  near    ' 
'  Red  Lhin  Fields ;  but  he  removed  foon  into  JeWea  • 
Street  near  Aldcrfgate  Street:   and  while  he  lived  ' 
there,  bekig  in  his  53d  or  54th  year,  and  blind  and 
infinn,  and  wanting  fome  body  better  than  fervants      ■ 
to  tend  and  look  ^er  Mm,  he  employed  his  friend  .  . 
Dr.  Paget  to  choofe  a  proper  confort  for  hini  j  iuid  '  • 
at  his  recommendation  mariied  his  third  wife,  £Ii-     .* 
zabedi  Mthfliul^  of  a  gentleman'6  family  in  Chelhun^  ^ 
and  related  to  Dr.  Paget,    it  is  faid  diat  an  offer  was 
made  to  Milton,  as  well  as  to  Thurloe,   of  hold- 
ing the  ianifc  place  of  Secretary  andei'  the  King^  -'  • 
E  4  ▼J"  which  - 
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which  he  had  difcharged  with  fo  much  integrity  and 
ability  under  Cromwell ;  but  he  perfiftcd  in  refiifing 

•  it,  tho'  the  wife  prefTed  his  compliance;  '^  Thou 

•  *'  art  in  the  right,  fays  he;  you,  as  other  women, 
•  ^'  would  ride  in  your  coach ;  for  me,  my  aim  is  to 

*-  live  and  die  an  honeft  man/'     What  is  more  cer- 
tain is,    that  in  1661  he  publi(hed  his  Accedence 
commenced  Grammar,  and  a  trad  of  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  intitled  Aphorifms  of  State ;  as  in  1 658  he 
had  publi(hed  another  piece  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh 
intitled  the  Cabinet  Council  difcabinated,  which  he 
printed  frpm  a  manufcript,  that  had  lain  many  years 
in  his  hands,  and  was  given  him  for  a  true  copy  by 
a  learned  man  at  his  death,  who  had  coUeded  Seve- 
ral fuch  pieces :  an  evident  fign,  that  he  thought  it 
no  mean  employment,  nor  unworthy  of  a  man  of 
genius>  to  be  an  editor  of  the  works  of  great  au- 
thors.   It  W9S  while  he  }ived  in  Jewen  Street,  that 
Elwood  the  quaker  (as  we  learn  from  the  hiftgry 
of  his  life  written  by  his  own  hand)  was  firft  intro? 
duced  tp  read  to  him;  for  having  wholly  loft  his 
fight,  he  kept  always  fome  body  or  other  to  perform 
that  office,  and  ufually  the  fbn  of  fornix  gentleman 
of  his  acquaintance,    whom  he  took  in  kuidnefs, 
that  he  might  at  the  fame  time  improve  hxvn  in  his 
learning.     Elwood  was  recommended  to  him  by 
Dr.  Paget,  and  went  to  his  houfe  every  aftemooQ 
except  Sunday,  and  read  to  him  fuch  books  in  the 
Latin  tongue,  as  Miltoq  thought  proper.    And  Mil- 
ton told  him,  that  if  he  would  have  the  benefit  of 
the  Latin  tongue,  not  only  to  read  and  underftand 
Latin  authors,  but  to  converfe  with  foreigners  either 
'  ^VQsA  or  at  home^  he  muft  learn  the  foreign  pro* 

'V  nunciation  i 
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imciationj  and  he  inftrufted  him  how  to  read  ac- 
jrdingly.  And  having  a  curious  ear,  he  underftood 
f  my  tone,  fays  Elwood,  when  I  underftood  what 
read,  and  when  1  did  not  >  and  he  would  flop  mc, 
id  examin  me,  and  open  the  mod  difficult  paflages 

me.  But  it  was  not  long  after  his  third  marriage, 
at  he  left  Jewcn  Street,  and  removed  to  a  houfe  in 
e  Artillery  Walk  leading  to  Bunhill  Fields :  and 
is  was  his  laft  ftage  in  this  world ;  he  continued 
nger  in  this  houfe  than  he  had  done  in  any  other, 
d  lived  here  to  his  dying  day:  only  when  the 
ague  began  to  rage  in  London  in  1665,  he  re- 
Dved  to  a  fmall  houfe  at  St.  Giles  Chalfont  in 
ickinghamlhire,  which  Elwood  had  taken  for 
oi  and  his  family;  and  there  he  remained  dur- 
y  that  dfcadfiil  calamity;  but  after  the  ficknefs 
IS  over,  and  the  city  was  cleanfed  and  made 
Icly  habitable  again,  he  returned  to  his  houfe  ia 
sndon. 

His  great  work  of  Paradife  Lofl  had  principally 
gaged  his  thoughts  for  feme  years  pail:,  and  was 
w  completed.    It  is  probable,  that  his  firft  defiga 

writiDg  an  epic  poem  was  owing  to  his  converla- 
ns  at  Naples  with  the  Marquis  of  Villa  about 
iflb  and  his  femous  poem  of  the  delivery  of  Jc- 
lalem;  and  in  a  copy  of  vcrfes  prefcntcd  to  that 
bleman  before  he  left  Naples,  he  intimated  his  in- 
ition  of  fixing  upon  King  Arthur  for  his  herb. 
id  in  an  eclogue,  made  foon  after  his  return  to 
igland  upon  the  death  of  his  friend  and  ichool- 
low  E)eodati,  he  propofed  the  fame  defign 
1  the  fame  fubjcd,  and  declared  his  ambition 
writing  fomething  in  his  native  language, 
^'  which' 


1  .  The  Lli^E  6f  MllTO^, 

\^ch  might  render  his  name  illuftrioiis  in  tb 
ilands,  though  he  fhould  be  obfcure  and  ingloric 
to  the  reft  of  the  world*  And  in  other  parts  of  1 
works,  after  he  had  engaged  in  the  controterfie^ 
the  times,  he  ftill  promifed  to  produce  fome  ifd 
poem  or  other  at  a  fitter  (eaibn ;  but  it  doth  not  t 
pear  that  he  had  then  determined  upon  the  fubje 
and  King  Arthur  had  another  fate,  being  refen 
for  the  pen  of  Sir  Richard  Blackmore.  The  £ 
hint  of  Paradife  Loft  is  faid  to  have  been  taken  frc 
an  Italian  tragedy  -,  and  it  i6  cdtain,  that  he  firft  c 
figned  it  a  tragedy  himfelf,  and  there  arc  feyci 
plans  of  it  in  the  form  of  a  tragedy  ftill  to  be  fecn 
the  author's  own  maniifcript  preferved  in  the  libn 
of  Trihity  College  Cambridge.  And  it  is  probal 
diat  he  did  not  barely  fketch  out  the  plans,  but  a 
wrote  fome  patts  of  the  drama  itfelf.  His  nepb 
Philips  ttafbrms  us,  that  fame  of  the  verfes  at  I 
beginning  of  Satan's  fpeech,  addrefled  to  the  fan 
the  fourai  book,  were  iho^n  to  him  and  Ibi 
others  as  defined  fbr  the  beginning  of  the  tra^gei 
ibveral  years  befote  the  poem  was  beeun :  and  rba 
other  paflages  Might  be  prodtkred,  whidh  plainly  i 
pear  to  have  been  of igin^y  intended  for  the  foic 
and  are  not  fo  properly  of  the  epk,  as  of  die  tnr 
ftraim  it  Was  not  till  after  he  was  diiengaged  fin 
the  Salmalian  conttoverly,  which  ended  in  i6i 
diat  he  began  t6  ffiold  the  t^aradife  Loft  in  its  p' 
fentform;  but  after  the  Reftoration,  whtn  he  % 
^UfmiftM  from  public  budnefs,  and  freed  from  a 
troverfy  of  every  kind,  hd  pfofecuted  die  w< 
^idi  clofei'  application.  Mr.  jPhillps  relates  a  v\ 
itmarkable  citoimftance  in  dip  cdrnpofuit  of  t 
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which  he  fays  he  had  reafon  to  remember, 
«ras  told  him  by  Milton  himfelf,  that  his 
ever  happily  flowed  but  from  the  autumnal 
X  to  the  vernal,  and  that  what  he  attempted 
ST  times  was  not  to  his  fatisfadtion,  tho'  he 
I  his  iancy  never  fo  much.  Mr.  Toland 
s  that  Philips  might  be  miftaken  as  to  the 
bccaufe  our  author,  In  his  Latin  elegy,  writ- 
his  twentieth  year,  upon  the  approach  of  the 

feemeth  to  fay  juft  the  contrary,  as  if  he 
not  malce  any  verfcs  to  his  fatisfedlion  till  the 

begun :  and  he  fays  farther  that  a  judicioul 
of  Milton's  informed  him,  that  he  could  ne- 
■npofe  well  but  in  fpring  and  autumn.  But 
ichardfon  cannot  comprehend,  that  either  of 
.ccounts  is  exadlly  true,  or  that  a  man  with 
k  vnxk  in  his  head  can  fufpend  it  for  fix 
IS  together,  or  only  for  one;  it  may  go  oft 
Qowly,  but  it  muft  go  on:  and  this  laying  it 
s  conb:aiy  to  that  eagemcfs  to  finifli  what  was 
,  -which  he  fays  was  his  temper  in  his  epiftle 
>dati  dated  Sept.  2.  1637.  After  all  Mr.  Phi- 
tfho  had  the  pcrafal  of  the  poem  from  the  ht- 
g,  by  twenty  or  thirty  verfes  at  a  tjffle,  as  k 
)mpofed,  and  having  not  been  ftiown  any  6x 
iderable  while  as  dbe  fummer  came  on,  ifh- 

of  the  author  the  reafon  of  it,  could  hardly 
[hken  with  regard  to  the  time :  and  it  is  eaft 
iceive,  that  the  poem  might  go  on  much 
Qowly  in  fummer  than  in  other  parts  of  the 
£fX  notwithftanding  all  that  poets  may  fay  of 
cafures  of  that  feafon,  I  imagin  nwfl  pcrfoos 
J  ezpenence,  that  they  can  £ompoie  better  dt 

any 
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any  other  tioie,  with  more  facility  and  with  moi 

fpirit,  than  during  the  heat  and  languor  of  fumme 

Whenever  the  poem  was  wrote,  it  was  fini(hed  i 

1665,  and  as  Elwood  fays  was  fhown  to  him  th^ 

ikme  year  at  St.  Giles  Chalfont,  whither* Milton  ha 

retired  to  avoid  the  plague,  and  it  was  lent  to  hie 

to  perufe  it  and  give  his  judgment  of  it :  and  con 

iidering  the  difficulties  which  the  author  lay  undei 

his  uneafinefs  on  account  of  the  public  affairs  ani 

his  own,  his  age  and  infirmities,  his  gout  and  blind 

nefs,  his  not  being  in  circumflances  to  maintain  ai 

^manuenfis,  but  obliged  to  make  ufc  of  any  han< 

that  came  next  to  write  his  verfes  as  he  made  them 

it  is  really  wonderfiil,  that  he  fhould  have  the  fpiri 

to  undertake  fuch  a  work,  and  much  more,  that,  h 

fliould  ever  bring  it  to  perfedlion.     And  after  thi 

poem  was  finifhed,  flill  new  difficulties  retarded  th 

publication  of  it     It  was  in  danger  of  being  fup 

p-efied  thro*  the  malice  or  ignorance  of  the  licencer 

who  took  exception  at  fome  pafTages,  and  particu 

larly  at  that  noble  fimile,  in  the  firft  book,  of  thi 

Sun  in  an  eclipfe,  in  which  he  fancied  that  he  ha( 

difcovered  treafon.     It  was  with  difficulty  too  tha 

the  author  could  fell  the  copy ;  and  he  fold   it  a 

laft  only  for  five  pounds,  but  was  to  receive  fiv< 

pounds  more  after  the  fale  of  1300  of  the  firft  im^ 

preffion,  and  five  pounds  more  after  the  fale  of  aj 

many  of  the  fecond  imprfsffion,  and  five  more  aftei 

the  ^le  of  as  many  of  the  third,  and  the  numba 

of  each  impreifion  was  not  to  exceed  i  coo.     And 

what  a  poor  confideration  was  this  for  uich  an  in- 

eftimable  performance !    and  how   much  more  do 

4>thers  get   by  the  works  of  great  authors,    thap 

the 
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tjie  authors  themfelvcs !  This  original  contract 
with  Samuel  Simmons  the  printer  is  dated  April 
27.  1 667,  and  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr,  TMifon  the 
booldeiier,  as  is  Hkewife  the  manufcript  of  the 
firft  book  copied  fair  for  the  prefs,  with  the  Impri- 
matur by  Thomas  Tomkyns  chaplain  to  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury :  fo  that  tho'  Milton  was  forced 
to  make  ufe  of  different  hands  to  write  his  verfes 
from  time  to  time  as  he  had  occafion,  yet  we  may 
fuppofe  that  the  copy  for  the  prcfs  was  written  all, 
or  at  ieaft  each  book  by  the  Lme  hand.  The  firft 
edition  in  ten  books  was  printed  in  a  fmall  quarto; 
and  before  it  could  be  difpofcd  of,  had  three  or 
more  different  title  pages  of  tlie  years  1667,  1668, 
and  1669.  The  firft  fort  was  witliout  the  name 
of  Simmons  the  printer,  aiid  began  with  the  poem 
immediately  following  the  title  page,  without  any 
argument,  or  prefece,  or  table  of  errata :  to  others 
was  prefixed  a  Ihort  adveitifement  of  the  printer  to 
the  reader  concerning  the  argument  and  me  reafon 
why  the  poem  rimes  not  j  and  then  followed  the 
argument  of  the  fcveral  books,  and  the  preface  con- 
cerning the  kind  of  vcrfc,  and  the  table  of  errata  i 
others  again  had  the  argument,  and  the  pre^e, 
and  the  table  of  errata,  without  that  fliort  adver- 
tifement  of  the  printer  to  the  reader :  and  this  was 
all  the  difference  between  them,  except  now  and 
then  of  a  point  or  a  letter,  which  were  altered  as 
die  fhcets  were  printing  off".  So  that,  notwith* 
ftandlng  thefe  variations,  there  was  ftill  only  one  im- 
pre^n  in  quarto;  and  two  years  almoft  elapfed, 
before  1300  copies  could  be  fold,  or  before  the 
Author  was  intided  to'  his  fecond  five  pounds,  for 

which 
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which  his  receipt  is  flill  in  being,  and  is  date 
April  26.  1669.  And  this  was  probably  all  that  h 
received;  for  he  lived  not  to  enjoy  the  benefits  < 
the  fecond  edition,  which  was  not  publifhed  ti 
the  year  1674,  and  that  fame  year  he  died.  Tb 
fecond  edition  was  printed  in  a  fnudl  o£tavo»  ao 
was  correfbed  by  the  author  himfelf,  and  the  nun 
ber  of  books  was  augmented  from  ten  to  twelvi 
with  the  addition  of  iome  few  verfes :  and  this,  a! 
teration  was  nude  with  great  judgment,  not  for  tl 
iake  of  fuch  a  fanciful  beauty  as  refembling  th 
number  of  books  in  the  ^neid,  but  for  the  moi 
regular  difpofition  of  the  poem,  becaufc  die  feveat 
and  tenth  books  were  before  too  long,  and  are  moi 
lidy  divided  each  into  twa  The  third  edition  vn 
publiflied  in  1678;  and  it  appears  that  Milton  ha 
left  his  remaining  right  in  the  copy  to  his  widen 
and  (he  agreed  with  Simmons  the  printer  to  accej 
e^ht  pounds  in  fiill  of  all  demands,  and  her  recei] 
for  the  money  is  dated  December  21.  1686*  Bi 
a  little  before  this  Simmons  had  covenanted  to  aflia 
the  whole  right  of  copy  to  Brabazon  Aylmer  u 
bookieller  for  twenty  five  pounds ;  and  Aylmer  a: 
terwards  fold  it  to  old  Jacob  Tonfon  at  two  difii 
rent  times,  one  half  on  the  17th  of  Augufl  168; 
and  the  other  half  on  the  24th  of  March  1 6^ 
with  a  confiderable  advance  of  the  price ;  and  a 
cept  one  fourth  of  it  which  has  been  afiign'd  to  £ 
veral  perfons,  his  family  have  enjoyed  the  right  i 
copy  ever  fince.  By  the  laft  ailignment  it  appear 
that  the  book  was  growing  into  repute  and  rifing  i 
valuation ;  and  to  what  perverfends  could  it  be  ov 
ipg  diat  it  was  not  better  received  at  firft  ?  We  coi 

cer 
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teivc  dierc  were  principally  two  reafons ;  the  pre- 
judices againft  the  author  on  account  of  his  prin- 
ciples and  party;  and  many  no  doubt  were  offended 
with  the  novelty  of  a  poem  that  was  not  in  rime. 
Rymer,  who  was  a  redoubted  critic  in  thofe  days, 
would  not  fo  much  as  allow  it  to  be  a  poem  on  thi^ 
account ;  and  declared  war  againft  Milton  as  well  as 
9gainA  Shakefpcar ;  and  threatened  that  he  would 
write  refiedions  upon  the  Paradife  Loft,  which  fome 
((ays  he  *)  are  pleafed  to  call  a  poem,  and  would 
affert  rime  againft  the  flender  ibphiftry  wherewith 
the  author  attacks  it.  And  ftich  a  man  as  Biftiop 
Bomet  maketh  it  a  fort  of  objection  to  Milton,  that 
he  affeifled  to  write  in  blank  verfe  without  rime. 
And  the  iame  reafon  induced  Dryden  to  turn  the 
principal  parts  of  Paradife  Loft  into  rime  in  his 
Opera  called  the  State  of  innocence  and  Fall  of 
Djtapi  to  tag  his  lines,  as  Milton  himfelf  exprefled 
i^  j^liiding  to  the  faftiion  then  of  wearing  tags  of 
(petal  at  the  end  of  their  ribbons.  We  are  told  in- 
deed by  Mr.  Richardfon,  that  Sir  George  Hunger- 
£^Vd,  an  ancient  member  of  parlanjent,  told  him, 
^t  Sir  Joha  Dcnham  came  into  the  HouTe  one 
morning  with  a  flieet  of  Paradife  Loft  wet  from  tliQ 
xefs  in  his  hand ;  and  being  afked  what  he  had 
Uiere>  iaid  that  he  had  part  of  the  nobleft  poem  that 
CTer  was  written  in  any  language  or  in  any  ag4t. 
1  However  it  is  certain  that  the  book  was  unknown 
j  about  two  years  after,  when  the  Earl  of  Dorfet 
1  Koduced  it,  as  Mr.  Richardfon  was.  informed  by 
]  Lfe.  Tantred  Robinfon  the  phylician,  who  had  heard 
liltt  ftory  often  from  Fleetwood  Shephard  lumlelf^ 

thA( 
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Aat  the  Earl,  in  company  with  Mr.  Shephard, '. 
ing  about  for : books  in  Little  Britain,  accidei 
met  with  Parldife  Loft ;  and  being  furprifed  at 
pailages  in  dipping  here  and  there,  he  bougl 
The  bookfeller  begged  his  Lordfhip  to  fpeak  i 
favor  if  he  liked  it,  for  the  imprcffion  lay  a 
hands  as  wafte  paper.  The  Earl  having  read  il 
it  to  Dryden,  who  in  a  ihort  tinic  returned  it 
this  anfwer,  ^'  This  man  cuts  us  all  out  anc 
**  Ancients  too/'  Dryden's  epigram  upon  W 
is  too  well  known  to  be  repeated ;  and  thofe  ] 
verfes  by  Dr.  Barrow  the  phyfician,  and  the  Er 
ones  by  Andrew  Marvel  Efq; ,  ufually  prefixc 
the  Paradife  Loft,  were  written  before  the  fc 
edition,  and  were  publiihed  with  it.  But  ftil 
poem  was  not  generally  known  and  efteemed, 
met  with  the  deferved  applaufe,  till  after  the  ec 
in  folio,  which  was  publifhed  in  i  688  by  fubj 
ti6n.  The  Duke  of  Buckingham  in  his  Eila 
poetry  prefers  Tailb  and  Spenfer  to  Milton  :  and 
related  in  the  life  of  the  witty  Earl  of  Rochi 
that  he  had  no  notion  of  a  better  poet  than  Coi 
In  1 686  or  thereabout  Sir  William  Temple  publ 
the  fccond  part  of  his  Mifcdllanies,  and  it  may 
prife  any  reader,  that  in  his  Eftay  on  poetry  he  ta 
no  notice  at  all  of  Milton;  nay  he  faith  expi 
Aat  after  Ariofto,  Taffo,  and  Spenfer,  he  kno' 
none  of  the  Moderns  who  have  made  any  ach 
ments  in  heroic  poetry  worth  recording.  And  ^ 
can  we  think,  that  he  had  not  read  or  hear 
the  Paradife  Loft,  or  that  the  author's  politics 
prejudiced  him  againft  his  poetry?  It  was  h 
that  all  great  men  were  not  of  his  mind. 

book] 
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;  bookfcHer  was  advifed  and  encouraged  to  undertake 
the  folio  edition  by  Mr.  Sommers,  afterwards  Lord 
Sommcra,  who  not  only  fubfcribed  himfelf,  but  w.i8 
zealous  in  promoting  the  fubfcription :  and  in  the  lift 
of  fubfcribers  we  find  fome  of  the  moft  eminent 
names  of  that  time,  as  the  Earl  of  Dorfet,  Waller, 
Drydcn,  Dr.  Aldrich,  Mr.  Atterbury,  and  among 
the  reft  Sir  Roger  Leftrange,  tho'  he  had  formerly 
written  a  piece  intitled  No  bUnd  guides  &c  againft 
Milton's  Notes  upon  Dr.  Griffith's  fernion.  There 
were  two  editions  more  in  folio,  one  I  think  in 
1692,  the  other  in  1695  which  was  the  fixth  edi- 
tionj  for  the  poem  was  now  fo  well  received,  that 
notwithftanding  the  price  of  it  was  four  times  greater 
than  before,  the  fale  increafed  double  the  number 
every  year;  as  the  bookfeller,  who  (hould  bell 
know,  has  informed  us  in  his  dedication  of  the 
fmaller  editions  to  Lord  Sommers.  Since  that  time 
not  only  various  editions  have  been  printed,  but  alfo 
various  notes  and  tranflations.  The  firft  perfon  who 
Wrote  annotations  u^wn  Paradife  Loft  was  P.  H.  or 
Patrick  Hume,  of  whom  we  know  nothing,  unlefs 
his  name  may  lead  us  to  fome  knowledge  of  his 
country,  but  he  has  the  merit  of  being  the  firft  (as 
I  iky)  who  wrote  notes  upon  Paradife  Loft,  and  $is 
notes  were  printed  at  the  end  of  the  folio  edition  in 
1695.  Mr.  Addifon's  Spedators  upon  the  fubjeft 
tibntributcd  not  a  little  to  eftabli(hing  the  chara^r, 
aftd  illo^bating  the  beauties  of  the  poem.  In  1732 
amiearcd  Dr.  Bcntley's  new  edition  with  notes  :  and 
me  year  following  I>r.  Pearce  publifhed  his  Review 
of  tM  text,  in  which  the  chief  of  Dr.  Bentlcy's 
emendations  are  confidered,  and  feveral  other  emenda- 
Vo^x.  I.  F  tions 
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tions  and  obfervations  are  ofiered  to  the  public.  And 
the  year  after  that  Meffieurs  Richardfon,  father  and 
fon,  publiflied  their  Explanatory  notes  and  reinark;^. 
The  poem  has  alfo  been  tranflated  into  ibverajl 
languages^  Latin,  Italian,  French,  and  Dutch;  and 
propfals  have  been  made  for  tranflating  it  into 
Greek.  The  Dutch  tranflation  is  in  blank  verfe»  and 
printed  at  Harlem.  The  French  have  a  tranihtiop 
by  Monf.  Dupre  de  S.  Maur ;  but  nothing  fhowcth 
the  weaknefs  and  imperfedion  of  their  hngnage 
more,  than  that  they  have  few  or  no  good  pottical 
verfions  of  the  greatefl;  poets;  they  are  rarced  to 
trandate  Homer,  Virgil,  and  Mikon  into  pro& :  and 
blank  verfe  their  language  has  not  harmony  and 
dignity  enough  to  fupport;  their  tragedies^  and 
many  of  their  comedies  are  in  rime.  RoUi^  the  &rf 
mous  Italian  mailer  here  in  England,  made  an  Ibtr 
lian  tranflation;  and  Mn  Richardion  the  fon  finr 
another  at  Florence  in  manufcdpt  by  the  Jeamcd 
Abb^  Salvini,  the  fame  who  tranflated  Addilbn's^ 
Cato  into  Italian.  One  William  Hog  or  Hogfleas 
tranflated  Paradife  Loft,  Paradife  Reg^'d^  and 
Samfon  Agonifles  into  Ladn  verfe  in  1 690 ;  but  tfaii 
veriion  is  very  unworthy  of  the  originals.  ^  There  is 
a  better  tranflation  of  the  Paradife  Lofl  by  Mr.  Tbor 
mas  Power  Fellow  of  Trinity  College  in  Cambrii^g^. 
the  firfl  book  of  which  was  printed  in  1691^  and 
the  reft  in  manufcript  is  in  the  library.  dF  that  Cc^ 
lege.  The  learned  Dr.  Trap  has  alfo  publiflbed  a 
tranflation  into  Latin  verfe ;  and  the  world  is  in  eaD* 
peAation  of  another^  that  will  furpafs  all  the  re&p 
by  Mr.  William  Dobfon  of  New  College  in  QjdbnL 
So  that  by  one  means  or  other  Milton  is  now  con- 
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Ted  as  an  Englifli  claffic ;  and  the  Paradife  Loft 
cnerally  efteemed  the  nobkft  and  raoft  fublimeof 
dern  poems,  and  equal  at  Icaft  to  the  beft  of  the 
ienti  the  honor  of  this  country,  and  the  envy  and 
airation  of  all  others ! 

ji  1670  he  pubh(hed  his  Hiftory  of  Britain,  that 
:  efpecially  now  called  England.  He  began  it 
ve  twenty  years  before,  but  was  frequently  in- 
apted  by  other  avocations;  and  he  defigned  to 
e  brought  it  down  to  his  own  times,  but  {topped 
he  Norman  conqueft ;  for  indeed  he  was  not  well 
;  to  purfue  it  any  farther  by  rcafon  of  his  blind- 
(,  and  he  was  engaged  in  other  more  delightful 
lies,  having  a  genius  turned  for  poetry  rather 
1  hiftory.  When  his  Hiftory  was  printed,  it  was 
printed  pcrfcdl  and  entire ;  for  the  licencer  ex* 
igcd  feveral  paflages,  which  refledting  upon  the 
ie  and  fuperftition  of  the  Monks  in  the  Saxon 
cs,  were  underftood  as  a  concealed  fatir  upon  the 
lops  in  Charles  the  fecond's  reign.  But  the  au- 
r  himfelf  gave  a  copy  of  his  uidiccnced  papers  to 
Earl  of  Anglefea,  who,  as  well  as  feveral  of  the 
iUity  and  gentry,  conftantly  vifited  him :  and  in 
'  I  a  confiderable  paffagc,  which  had  been  fup- 
^  at  the  beginning  of  the  third  book,  was  pub- 
cd,  containing  a  charaftcr  of  the  Long  Parla- 
M  and  Aflembly  of  Divines  in  1641,  which  was 
fted  in  its  proper  place  in-  the  laft  edition  of 
8.  Biftiop  Kcnnet  begins  his  Complete  Hiftory 
England  with  this  work  of  Milton,  as  being  the 
:  draught,  the  cleareft  and  moft  authentic  ac- 
nt  of  thofe  early  times :  and  his  ftilc  is  freer  and 
er  than  in  moft  of  his  other  works,  more  plaift 
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and  Ample,  lels  figurative' and  metaphorkal;  aAd 
better  fuited  to  the  nature  of  fiiftory,  has  cOc^miW 
the  Latin  t-irn  and  idiom  to  give  it'  an  air  draittt^ 
quity,  and  fometimes  lifes  to  a  furpriling  (^jBitydikl 
majefty.  "       ■"    ■ 

In  1 670  likewife  his  Faradife  Regain'd  ti^  Sam- 
ton  Agoniftes  vrare  licenced  together,  but'  ^wrt  itffc 
publifhed  till  the  year  following.  It  is^fo^Mw 
remarkable,  that  thefe  two  poems  were  ti^JoHined 
by  Simmons,  the  fame  who  primed  'ibtf  ]nU'!^i& 
toil,  but  by  T.  M.  for  one  Stukey  in'PMMtfieO 
and  what  could  induce  Milton  to  have^mbaf^'tt) 
another  printer  ?  was  it  becaufe  the  fbrnieSt  W>  ndt 
enough  encouraged  by  the  iale  of  Paradife^jpft  t(» 
become  apurchafer  of  the  other  co^es  P  Tl^  fiiifc 
thought  of  Parailiie  Regam'd  Was  owihg  to  £3wobd 
the  quaker,  as  he  lumfi^  relates  the  occufislB  tb  the 
hiftory  of  his  life.  When  Milton  had  feii»  himlbe 
manufcript  of  Paradife  Loft  at  Sc  Giles  CfaalK)Ot,.tt 
we  faid  before,  and  he  returned  it,  MiltMi^iiftcrl 
him  how  he  liked  it,  and  what  he  thodght'bf  ll^: 
"  Which  I  zDodeftly,  but  freely  totd  him,  &y«-  EJ- 
"  wood ;  and  after  fcxne  ftuther  difcoaffe  abtia^it, 
"  I  pleaiantly  &id  to  him.  Thou  haft  laid_ilmch- ibf 
*'  Paradife  Loft,  but  what  haft  thou  Co  &y  <n  l^kittdHe 
"  Found?  He  made  me  no  anfwer,  but  fat  forae 
"  time  in  a  mu&}  then  broke  off  that  difcourfe, 
"  and  fell  upon  another  fubjcift."  When  Elwood 
afterwards  vraited  upon  him  in  London,  Milton 
ftiowed  him  his  Paradife  Regained,  and  in  a  pleafant 
tone  iaid  to  him,  "  This  is  owing  to  You,  for  You 
**  put  it  into  my  head  by  the  queftlon  You  put  roe 
^  at  ChaUbnt,  which  before  I  bad  not  thought  of," 

It 


'^t.hlFS  of  Ml LTOJl  W 

imonly  reported,  that  Milton  himfelf  pre- 
s  poem  to  the  Paradife  Loft : '  but  all  that 
flert  upon  good  authority  is,  that  he  could 
e  to  hear  this  poem  cried  down  Co  much  as 
1  compariron  with  the  other.  For  certainly 
y  worthy  of  the  author,  and  contrary  to 
■.  Toland  relates,  Milton  may  be  feen  in 
Regain'd  as  well  as  in  Paradife  Loft  ;  if  it 
r  in  poetry,  I  know  not  whether  it  is  not 
in  fentimcnt ;  if  it  is  lefs  defcriptive,  it  is 
iimentativej  if  it  doth  not  fometimes  rile  fo 
ither  doth  it  ever  fink  fo  low ;  and  it  has 
with  the  approbation  it  deferves,  only  he- 
has  not  been  more  read  and  confidered. 
iQ.  indeed  is  confined,  and  he  has  a  narrow 
m  to  build  upon ;  but  he  has  raifed  as  noble 
rudure,  as  fuch  little  room  and  fuch  fcanty 

would  allow.  The  great  beauty  of  it  is 
traft    between    the   two  charafters  of  the 

and  our  Saviour,  the  artful  fophiftry  and 
infinuations  of  the  one  refuted  by  the  flrong 
t  manly  eloquence  of  the  other.   This  poem 

been  tranflated  into  French  together  with 
ler  pieces  of  Milton,  Lycidas,  L' Allegro,  II 
b,  and  the  Ode  on  Chrift's  nativity :  and  in 
IS  printed  a  Critical  Differtation  with  notes 
raqife  Regain'd,  pointing  out  the  beauties  of 

written  by  Mr.  Meadowcourt,  Canon  of 
cr;  and  the  very  learned  and  ingenious 
in  has  added  fome  obfervations  upon  this 

the  end  of  his  excellent  Remarks   upon 

pubiiflied  in  i  734 :  and  indeed  this  poem 

m,  to  be  more  admired,  needs  only  to  be 

F  3  better 


Mi         The  LI  PE  of  MILtO N. 

better  known.  His  Sanfifon  Agoniftes  is  the  only 
tragedy  that  he  has  finiflied,  dio'  he  has  iketehed 
em  the  plans  of  feveral,  and  |MX)po(ed  the  fitl^eds 
of  more^  in  his  manufcript  preferved  in  Titnity 
College  library :  and  we  may  fuppofe  that  he  was 
determined  to  the  choice  of  this  particular  fiihjeft 
by  the  fimilitude  of  his  own  circumftances  to  thofe 
of  Samfon  blind  and  among  the  Philiftins.  This  I 
conceive  to  be  the  laft  of  his  poetical  pieces;  and  it 
is  written  in  the  very  fpirit  of  the  AnckntB^  and 
equals,  if  not  exceeds,  any  of  the  moft  perfeA  tra- 
gedies^ which  were  ever  exhibited  on  the  Atfaenkn 
ftage,  when  Greece  was  in  its  glory.  As  this  work 
was  never  intended  for  the  ftage,  the  divifion  into 
a&s  and  fcenes  is  omitted.  Bifhop  Atterbury  had 
an  intention  of  getting  Mr.  Pope  to  divide  it  into 
adts  and  fcenes,  and  of  having  it  aded  by  die  King's 
Scholars  at  Weftminfter:  but  his  commitment  to 
the  Tower  put  an  end  to  that  defign.  It  has  fince 
been  brought  upon  the  ftage  in  the  form  of  an  Ora- 
torio ;  and  Mr.  Handel's  muiic  is  never  empbyed  to 
greater  advantage,  than  when  it  is  adapted  to  Mil- 
ton's words,  liiat  great  ardft  has  done  ecjual  juftice 
to  our  author's  L' Allegro  and  II  Pcnferofo,  as  if  diQ 
fame  fpirit  pofTefTed  both  mafters,  and  as  if  the  God 
of  mufic  and  of  verfe  was  ftill  one  and  the  fame. 

There  are  alfo  fome  other  pieces  of  Milton,  for 
he  continued  publifhing  to  the  laft.  In  167a  he 
published  Artis  Logics  plenior  Inftitutio  ad  Petri 
Rami  methodum  concinnata,  on  Inflimtion  of  Logic 
after  the  method  of  Petras  Ramus ;  and  the  year 
following,  a  treatife  of  trae  Religion  and  the  bcft 
means  to  prevent  the  growth  of  popery,  which  had 

greatly 
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greatly  increafed  thro'  the  connivance  of  the  King^ 
and  the  more  open  encouragement  of  the  Duke  of 
York;  and  the  fame  year  his  poems,  which  had 
been  printed  in  1645,  were  reprinted  with  the  addi* 
tion  of  feveral  others.  His  familiar  epiftles  and 
feme  academical  excrcifes,  Epiilolarum  familiarium 
Lib.  I.  et  Proluiiones  quajdam  Oratori*  in  CoUe«o 
Chrifti  habitJE,  were  printed  in  1674;  as  was  iSfo 
his  tranflation  out  of  Latin  into  Englifh  of  the  Pole's 
Declaration  concerning  the  ele<flion  of  their  lung 
John  III,  fetting  forth  the  virtues  and  merits  of 
that  prince.  He  wrote  alfo  a  brief  Hiftory  of  Mu^ 
covy,  collefted  from  the  relations  of  feveral  tra- 
velers; but  it  was  not  printed  till  after  his  death  in 
i6fi2.  He  had  likewife  his  ftate-Iettcrs  tranfcribcd 
at  the  requed  of  the  Danilh  refident,  but  neither 
were  they  printed  till  after  his  death  in  1 676,  and 
were  tranflated  into  Engliih  in  1694;  and  to  that 
tran0ation  a  life  of  Milton  was  prefixed  by  his  ne- 
phew Mr.  Edward  Philips,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
hfe  his  excellent  fonnets  to  Fairfax,  Cromwell,  Sir 
Henry  Vane,  and  Cyriac  Skinner  on  his  blindnefs 
were  firft  printed,  Befides  thefe  works  which  were 
publifhed,  he  wrote  a  fyftem  of  divinity,  which 
Mr.  Toland  fays  was  in  the  hands  of  his  friend 
Cyriac  Skinner,  but  where  at  prefent  is  uncertain. 
And  Mr.  Philips  fays,  that  he  had  prepared  for  the 
prefs  an  anfwer  to  feme  little  fcribbling  quack  in 
London,  who  had  written  a  fcurrilous  libel  againft 
him }  but  whether  by  the  difliiafion  of  friends,  as 
thinking  him  a  fellow  not  worth  his  notice,  or  for 
what  other  caufc  Mr.  Philips  knoweth  not,  this  an- 
fwer was  never  publifiicd.  And  indeed  the  beft 
F  4  vindicator 
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vindicator  of  him  and  hit  writings  hath  been  Times. 
Pofterity  hath  unhrerfally^  paid  dut^faonor  to  his  me* 
rits,  which  was  denied  him  b^  gittt  part  of  hisoon^ 
temporaries.  '  i\i   '-  N.  . 

^  After  a  life  thus  ipent  in  ihufy  and  labcte  ^v  the 
public  he  died  of  thegout  at  has  liouie  in  fiimluU 
Row  on  or  about  the   loth  of  November  1674^ 
when  he  had  within  a  month  oompkated  the.  wt^ 
fixth  year  of  his  a^.    It  is  not  known  whenlirvras 
firft  attacked  by  tibe  gout,  but  he  v^as  grievoufly 
afflided  with  it  feveral  of  the  laft  years  of  his  lift^ 
and  was  weakened  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  died 
without  a  groan,  and  thofe  in  the  room  perceived 
not  when  ne  exjHfed.-    His  body  was  decently  in^ 
terred  near  that  of  his  fiither  (who  had  died  very- 
aged  about  the  year  1 647)  in  die  chancel  of  the 
Church  of  St.  Giles's  Crij^egate ;  and  all  his  great 
and  learned  friends   in  LocKlon,    not   vnthout   t 
fiiendly  concourfe  of  the  common  people,  paid  their 
lafl  refpeds  in  attending  it  to  the  grave.  Mr*  Fenton 
in  his  (hort  but  elegant  account  of  the  life  of  Mil^ 
ton,  fpeaking  of  our  author's  having  no  monument 
fa3rs  that  **  he  defired  a  fi-iend  to  inquire  at  St.  Giles's 
*'  Church;  where  the  fexton  fhowed  him  a  ihtiall 
*\  monument,  which  he  faid  was  fuppofed  to  be 
Milton's;  but  the  infcription  had  never  been  k^ 
gible    fince  he  was   employed    in   that   office, 
which  he  has  poflefled  about  forty  years.     This 
'*  fare  could  never  have  happened  in  fo  ihort  % 
**  fpace  of  time,  unlefs  the  epitaph  had  been  in- 
"  duftriouily   erafed:    and   that   fuppofition,    faytf 
"  Mr.  Fenton,  carries  with  it  fo  much  inhumanity^ 
'*  that  I  think  we  ought  to  believe  it  was  not  ereded 
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lis  memory."  It  is  evident  that  it  was  not 
i  YD  his  memory,  and  that  the  fexton  was 
:en.  For  Mr,  Toland  in  his  account  of  the 
"  Milton  fays,  that  he  was  buried  in  the  chan* 
St.  Giles's  Church,  "  where  the  piety  of  liis 
lirers  will  fhortly  eredl  a  monument  becom- 
his  worth  and  the  encouragement  of  letters  in 
ig  William's  reign."  This  plainly  implies  that 
anument  was  cre<3«d  to  him  at  that  time, 
lis  was  written  in  i6g8  :  and  Mr.  Fenton's  ac- 
was  firft  publiflied,  I  think,  in  1725.;  fo  that 
ove  twenty  feven  years  intervened  from  the 
count  to  the  other;  and  confequently  the  fex- 
rho  it  is  faid  had  been  poffefled  of  his  office 
4brty  years,  muft  have  been  miftaken,  and 
»iument  muft  have  been  defigned  ibr  fome 
perfon,  and  not  for  Miltwi.  A  monument  in- 
ia3  been  ereiSed  to  his  memory  in  Weftminfter 
'  by  Auditor  Benfon  in  the  year  17371  but 
ft  monument  of  him  is  his  writings, 
his  youth  he  was  efteemed  extremely  hand- 
fo  that  while  he  was  a  iludent  at  Cambridge, 
s  called  the  Lady  of  Chrift's  College.  He  had 
fine  ikin  and  fr%ih  complexion^  his  hair  was 
ight  brown,  and  part^  on  the  foretop  hung 
in  curls  waving  upon  hjs  fhouldcrs  j  his  fea- 
werc  exaft  and  regular ;  his  voice  agreeable 
ufical ;  his  habit  clean  and  neat;  his  deport- 
eredt  and  manly.  He  was  middle-fized  and 
roportioned,  neither  tall  nor  fhort,  neither  too 
lor  too  corpulent,  flrong  and  a^ve  in  his 
er  years,  and  though  afflifted  with  frequent 
ikes,  blindnefs,  and  gout,  was  yet  a  comely 

and 


Ixvi         The  LIFE  of  MlLTOl^. 

and  wdl-iooking  man  to  the  laft.    His  eyes  were  of 
a  light  blue  color,  and  from  the  firft  are  (aid  to  have 
been  none  of  the  brighteft ;  but  after  he  loft  the 
fight  of  them,    Twhich   happened  about  the  43d 
year  of  his  age)  tney  fHU  appeared  without  fpot  or 
blemifh,  and  at  firft  view  and  at  a  little  diftance  it 
was  not  eafy  to  know  that  he  was  blind.    Mr.  Ri- 
chardfon  had  an  account  of  him  from  an  ancient 
clergyman  in  Dorfetfhire,  Dr.  Wright,  who  found 
him  in  a  fmall  houfe,  which  had  (he  thinks)  but 
one  room  on  a  floor;  in  that,  up  one  pair  of  fbin, 
whidi  was  hung  with  a  nifty  green,  he  £iw  Jdin 
Milton  fitting  in  an  elbow  ch^,  with  black  dothes, 
and  neat  enough,  pale  but  not  cadaverous,  his  hands 
and  fingers  gouty,  and  widi  chalk  ftones;  among 
other  ducourfe  he  expiefifed  himielf  to  this  purpofe, 
that  was  he  fi^e  from  the  pain  of  the  gout,  his 
bllndnefs  would  be  tolerable.    But  there  is  the  kls 
need  to  be  particular  in  the  defcripdon  of  his  perfbn,; 
as  the  idea  of  his  face  and  countenance  is  pretty 
well  known  from  the  numerous  prints,    pifhires, 
bufts,  medals,  and  other  reprefentations  which  have 
been  made  of  him.      There  are  two  pidures  of 
greater  value  than  the  reft,  as  they  arc  undoubted 
originals,   and  were  in  the  pofiEbffion  of  Milton's 
widow:  the  firft  was  drawn  when  he  was  about 
twenty  one,  and  is  at  prefent  in  the  collection  of  die 
Right  Honorable  Arniur  Onflow  Efq;  Speaker  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  the  other  in  crayona  was 
drawn  when  he  was  about  fixty  two,  and  was  in 
the  coUedion  of  Mr.  Richardfon,    but   has  fince 
been  purchafed  by  Mr.  Tonfon.    Several  prints  have 
been  made  from  both  thefe  pictures ;  and  there  is  a 
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print  done,  when  he  was  about  fixty  two  or  fixty 
three,  after  the  life  by  Faithorn,  which  tho'  not  fo 
handfome,  may  yet  perhaps  be  as  true  a  refcmblance, 
as  any  of  them.  It  is  prefixed  to  fome  of  our  au- 
thor's jMeces,  and  to  the  foHo  edition  of  his  profe 
works  in  three  volumes  printed  in  1698. 

In  his  way  of  living  ne  was  an  example  of  fo- 
briety  and  temperance.  He  was  very  fparing  in  the 
ufe  of  wine  or  ftrong  liquors  of  any  kind.  Let 
meaner  poets  make  ufe  of  fuch  expedients  to  raife 
their  iancy  and  kindle  their  imagination.  He  wanted 
not  any  artificial  fpjrits ;  he  had  a  natural  fire,  and 
poetic  warmth  enough  of  his  own.  He  was  like- 
wife  very  abftemious  in  his  diet,  not  feftidioufly  nice 
(»-  delicate  in  the  choice  of  his  difhes,  but  content 
with  any  thing  that  was  moft  in  feafon,  or  eafieft  to 
be  procured,  eating  and  drinking,  (according  to  the 
diftinftion  of  the  philofopher)  that  he  might  live, 
and  not  living  that  he  might  eat  and  t^ink.  So 
that  probably  his  gout  defcended  by  inheritance  from 
one  or  other  of  his  parents;  or  if  it  was  of  his  own 
acquiring,  it  muft  have  been  owing  to  his  ftudious 
and  fedentary  life.  And  yet  he  delighted  fome- 
times  in  walking  and  ufing  exercife,  but  we  hear  no- 
thing of  his  riding  or  hunting;  and  having  early 
learned  to  fence,  he  was  fuch  a  mafter  of  his  fword, 
that  he  was  not  airaid  of  refenting  an  affront  fi-om 
any  man ;  and  before  he  loft  his  fight,  his  principal 
recreation  was  the  exercife  of  his  arms ;  but  after  he 
was  confined  by  age  and  btindnefs,  he  had  a  ma- 
chine to  fwing  in  for  the  prefervation  of  his  health. 
In  his  youth  he  was  accuftomed  to  fit  up  late  at  his 
ihidies,  and  feldom  went  to  bed  before  midnight  % 
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but  afterwards,  finding  it  to  be  the  ruin  of  his  eyes, 
and  looking  oh  this  cuftom  as  very  pernicious  to 
health  at  any  time^  he  ufed  to  go  to  reft  early,  lc]l*> 
dom  later  than  nme,  and  would  be  ftirring  in  t|^ 
fummer  at  four,  and  in  the  winter  at  five  ia  the 
morning;  but  if  he  was  not  difpofbd  to  rife  at  bis 
ufual  hours,  he  ftill  did  not  lie  ileeping,  but  bad 
feme  body  or  other  by  his  bed  fide  to  read  to  huxu 
At  his  firft  rifing  he  had  ufually  a  chapter  read  to 
hio)  out  of  die  Hebrew  Bible,  and  he  conuponly 
iludied  all  the  morning  till  twelve,  thea  ufed  fome 
.exercife  for  an  hour,  afterwards  dined,  and  .aftfar 
dinner  played  on  the  organ,  and  either  fung  hioifclf 
or  made  ms  wife  fing,  who  (he  faid)  had  a  good 
voice  but  no  ear ;  and  then  he  went  up  to  ftudy 
again  till  fix,  when  his  firiends  came  to  vifit  hiicp 
and  fat  with  him  perhaps  till  eight;  then  he  went 
down  to  fupper,  which  was  ufually  olives  or  fbmc 
light  thmg;  and  after  fiipper  he  fmoked  his  pipe, 
and  drank  a  glafs  of  water,  and  went  to  bed.  He 
loved  the  country,  and  commends  it,  as  poets  ufually 
do;  but  after  his  return  from  his  travels,  he,. was 
very  little  there,  except  during  the  time  of  the 
plague  in  London.  The  civil  war  might  at  firft  de« 
tain  him  in  town;  and  the  pleafures  of  the  country 
were  in  a  great  meafure  loft  to  him,  as  they  de* 
pend  moftly  upon  fight,  whereas  a  blind  .  man 
wanteth  company  and  converfiitipn,  which  is  to  be 
had  better  in  populous  cities.  But  he  was  led  out 
fon^etimes  for  the  benefit  of  the  fi-efh  air,  and  in 
warm  funny  weather  he  ufed  to  fit  at  the  dopr/oF 
his  houfe  near  BunhiU  Fields,  and  there  as  weU!  as 
jn   the  houfe  received  the  vlfits    of  perfons   of 


The  LIFE  of  MILTON.  bcix 
quality  and  diltindion ;  for  he  was  no  lefs  vificcd  to 
the  kft  both  by  his  own  countrymen  and  foreigners, 
than  he  had  been  in  his  floriftiing  condition  before 
the  Reftoration. 

Some  objedlons  indeed  have  been  made  to  his 
temper;  and  I  remember  there  was  a  tradition  in 
the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  that  he  and  Mr.  King 
(whofe  death  he  laments  in  his  Lycidas)  were  com- 
petitors for  a  fellowship,  and  when  they  were  both 
equal  in  point  of  learning,  Mr.  King  was  preferred 
by  the  college  for  his  charadler  of  good  nature, 
which  was  wanting  in  the  other;  and  this  was  by 
Milton  gricvoufly  refented.  But  the  difference  of 
their  ages,  Milton  being  at  leaft  four  years  elder, 
renders  this  ftory  not  very  probable;  and  befides 
Mr.  King  was  not  elefted  by  the  college,  but  was 
made  fellow  by  a  royal  mandate,  fo  that  there  can 
be  no  tmth  in  the  tradition;  but  if  there  was  any,  it 
is?  no  iign  of  Milton's  refentmcnt,  but  a  proof  of 
his  generoilty,  that  he  could  live  in  fuch  friendftiip 
with  a  fuccefsful  rival,  and  afterwards  fo  paflionately 
lament  his  deceafe.  His  method  of  writing  con- 
troverfy  is  urged  as  another  argument  of  his  want  of 
temper :  but  fome  allowance  muft  be  made  for  the 
cuftoms  and  manners  of  the  time.  Controverfy,  as* 
well  as  war,  was  rougher  and  more  barbarous  in 
thofe  days,  Uian  it  is  in  thefe.  And  it  is  to  be  con- 
iidered  too,  that  his  adverfaries  firA  began  the  at- 
tack} they  loaded  him  with  much  more  perfonal 
abufe,  only  they  had  not  the  advantage  of  fo  much 
wit  to  fealon  it.  If  he  had  engaged  with  more  can- 
did and  ingenuous  difputants,  he  would  have  pre- 
ferred civility  and  fair  argument  to  wit  and  iatir : , 

"  to 
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^^  to  do  fo  was  my  choice^  and  to  have  done  thos 
*^  was  my  chance/'  as  be  exprefles  himfelf  in  the 
conclnfion  of  one  of  his  controverfial  pieces.  AU 
who  have  written  any  accounts  of  his  life  agreei  that 
he  was  affable  and  ifldftniiStive  in  converfoion^  of  an 
equal  and  chearfhl  temper;  and  yet  I  can  eafily 
believe,  that  he  had  a  fiiffident  foxfe  of  his  own 
merits,  and  contempt  enough  for  his  adverfaiies. 

His  merits  indeed  were  lingular;  fer  he  was  a 
man  not  onlv  of  wonderful  genius,  but  of  imitaenfe 
learning  and  eradition;  not  only  an  incom^Mu^ble 
poet,  but  a  great  mathematician,  logician,  hifkoriaif , 
and  divine.  He  was  a  mafter  not  only  of  the  Greek 
and  Latin,  but  likewife  of  the  Hebrew,  Chddee, 
and  Syriac,  as  well  as  of  the  modem  languages^ 
Italian,  French,  and  $pani(h.  He  was  particuktff 
{killed  in  the  Italian,  which  he  always  preferred  td 
the  French  language,  as  all  the  men  of  letters  did  ait 
that  time  in  Engl^md;  and  he  not  only  wrote  ele^ 
gantly  in  it,  but  is  highly  commended  fer  his  writ* 
ings  by  the  moft  learned  of  the  Italians  themfeliMI^ 
and  especially  by  the  members  of  that  celebnrtdl 
academy  called  della  Crufea,  which  was  efbiblifheii 
at  Florence  for  the  refining  and  perfe6ing  of  the 
Tufcan  language.  He  had  read  almoft  alt  authors*^ 
and  improved  by  all,  even  by  romances,  of  wkidk 
he  had  been  fend  in  his  younger  years ;  and  as  the 
bee  can  extract  honey  out  of  weeds,  fo  (to  ufe  lA 
own  words  in  his  Apology  for  Smedtymnaus) 
thofe  books,  which  to  many  others  have  been  t&e 
fuel  of  wantonnefi  and  loofe  living,  proved  to 
^'  him  fo  many  incitements  to  the  love  and  ob- 
^*  fervation  of  virtue/'     His  favorite  author  after 
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E  Holy  Scriptures  was  Homer.  Homer  he  could 
aeat  almoft  all  without  book;  and  he  was  advifed 
undertake  a  tranflation  of  his  works,  which  no 
lubt  he  would  have  executed  to  admiration.  But 
s  he  fays  of  himfelf  in  his  poftfcript  to  the  Judg- 
ent  of  Martin  Bucer)  "  he  never  could  delight  in 
long  citations,  much  lefs  in  whole  traductions." 
nd  accordingly  there  are  few  things,  and  thofe  n£ 
>  great  length,  which  he  has  ever  tranflated.  He 
as  poflefled  too  much  of  an  original  genius  to  be 
mere  copyer.  "  Whether  it  be  natural  difpofition, 
fays  he,  or  education  in  mc,  or  that  my  mother 
bore  me  a  fpeaker  of  what  God  made  my  own, 
and  not  a  tranilator."  And  it  is  fomewhat  re- 
^rkable,  that  there  is  fcarce  any  author,  who  has 
ritten  fo  much,  and  upon  fuch  various  fubje<^, 
kd  yet  quotes  fo  little  from  his  contemporary  au- 
ors,  or  fo  feldom  mentions  any  of  uiem.  He 
aifes  Selden  indeed  in  more  places  than  one,  but 
r  the  reft  he  spears  difbofed  to  cenfure  rather 
an  commend.  After  his  leverer  Audies,  and  after 
oner  as  we  obferved  before,  he  u&d  to  divert  and 
ibend  his  mind  with  playing  upon  the  organ  or 
L&-viol,  which  was  a  great  relief  to  him  a^er  he 
bd  lofl  his  fight ;  for  he  was  a  mailer  of  mufic  as 
as  his  &ther,  and  he  could  perform,  both  vocally 
id  inftrumentally,  and  it  is  faid  that  he  compofed 
sy  well,  tho'  nothing  of  this  kind  is  handed 
>wn  to  us.  It  is  alfo  laid  that  he  had  fome  ikiU 
1  painting  as  well  as  in  mufic,  and  that  fomewhere 
'  other  there  is  a  head  of  Milton  drawn  by  him- 
If :  but  he  was  blefled  with  fo  many  real  excel- 
nccs,  that  there  is  no  want  of  fictitious  ones  to 

raife 
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raile  and  adorn  his  chara^r.  He  had  a  qaick  Ap^ 
prehenfion,  a  fublime  ima^nadoo,  a  ftrong  me- 
inory,  a  piercing  jadgment,  a  wit  always  ready, 
and  ^cetious  or  grave  as  the  occafion  required :  and 
I  know  not  whether  the  lo(s  of  his  ught  did  not 
add  vigor  to  the  Acuities  of  his  mind.  He  at  leaft 
thought  fo,  and  often  comfivtcd  bimfelf  with  that 
reficdion. 

But  his  great  parts  and  learning  have  Scarcely  gain- 
ed him  more  admirers,  than  his  political  principles 
have  raifed  him  enemies.  And  yet  the  daning  paf- 
fion  of  bis  foul  was  the  love  of  liberty ;  this  was  his 
•  conftant  aim  and  end,  however  he  might  be  miftaken 
in  the  means.  He  was  indeed  very  zealous  in  what 
was  called  the  good  old  caufe,  and  with  his  fpirit 
and  his  refblutun  it  is  fomewhat  wonderful*  that 
he  never  ventured  his  perfon  in  the  civil  war ;  but 
tho'  he  was  not  in  arms,  he  was  not  una^ive,  and 
thought,  I  fuppofe,  that  he  could  be  of  more  fir- 
vice  to  the  caufe  by  his  pen  than  by  his  fword.  He 
was  a  thorough  republican,  and  in  this  he  thought 
like  a  Greek  or  Roman,  as  he  was  very  converfint 
with  their  vnitings.  And  one  day  Sir  Robot 
Howard,  who  was  a  friend  to  Milton  as  well  as  to 
the  liberties  of  his  country,  and  was  one  of  his  coiw 
flant  vifitors  to  the  laft,  inquired  of  him  how  he 
came  to  iide  with  the  republicans.  Milton  an- 
fwered  among  other  reafons,  becaufe  theirs  was  the 
moH:  fhigal  government,  for  the  trappings  of  a  mo* 
narchy  might  fet  up  an  ordinary  commonwealth. 
But  then  h^  attachment  to  Cromwell  muft  be  con- 
demned, as  being  neither  confiflent  with  his  re- 
publican [xinciples,    nor  with  his  love  of  liberty. 

And 
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nd  I  know  no  other  way  of  accounting  for  .his 
indu*5t,  but  by  prefuming  (as  I  think  we  ma/rea- 
nabiy  prefume)  tliat  he  was  fur  from  entirely  ap- 
oving  of  Cromwell's  proceedings,  but  confiaered 
m  as  the  only  perfon  who  could  refcue  the  na- 
m  from  the  tyranny  of  the  Prtlbyterians,  whtj 
:  faw  were  creating  a  worfe  dominion  of  their 
vn  upon  the  ruins  of  prelatical  epifcopacy;  and  of 
I  things  he  dreaded  fpiritual  flavery,  and  therefo'rc 
ofed  with  Cromwell  and  the  Independents,  as  he 
cpedted  under  them  greater  Hberty  of  confcience. 
nd  tho'  he  ferved  Cromwell,  yet  it  muft  be  faid  ■ 
r  him,  that  he  ferved  a  great  mafter,  and  ferved 
m  ably,  and  was  not  wanting  from  time  to  timi 
,  giving  Iiim  excellent  .good  advice,  efpecially  in 
s  fecond  Defenfe :  and  fo  little  being  faid  of  him 
.  all  Secretary  Thurloe's  llate-pape'rs,  it  appears  , 
lat  he. had  no  great  iharc  in  the  fecrets  and  in- 
igues  of  government  J  what  he  difpatched  was/ 
:tlc  more  than  matters  of  ncccflary  form,  letters 
id  anfwers  to  foreign  ftatcs ;  and  he  may  be  jufti- 
m1  for  adiog  in  fuch  a  ftation,  upon  the  fame 
■inciple  as  Sir  Matthew  Hale  for  holding  a  Judge's 
)inmiffion  under  the  ufurpcr :  and  in  the  latter 
irt  of  his  life  he  frequently  expreifed  to  his  friends 
s  entire  fatisfaftion  of  mind,  that  he  had  conftantly 
nploycd  his  ftrength  and  faculties  in  the  defenfe  of 
jerty,  and  in  oppofition  to  flavery. 

In  matters  of  religion  too  he  has  given  as  great 
l^nie,  or  even  greater,  than  by  his  political  pria- 
ples.  But  frill  let  not  the  infidel  glory :  no  fuch 
an  was  ever  of  that  party.  He  had  the  advan- 
ce of  a  pious  education,   and  ever  exprefred  jhc 

Vol.  I.  G  pro- 


■      IxxiV       The  L 1  F  E  of  M  T L  7'  0,  N. 

prqfi^J^I^  reverence,  of  the  Deity  ip  his  wordB  and 

adioDs,  was  both  a  ChnfUan  and  a  Proteftaot,  and 

jfttuSqd-  aad  admired  the  Holy  Scriptures  atwve  all 

'wfier  books  wh'atfoevcr;  and  in  all  his  writings  he 

plainly  fhoweth  a  religioiis  turn  of  nund,  as  vral  in 

Verle  as  in  profe,  as  well  in  his  works  of  an  earlier 

date  as  In  thofe  of  later  compofition.    When  be 

;    wrote  the  Do£fcrin  and  Di&dpUn  of  Divorce,  he  ap- 

*,    ptfars  to  have  been  a  Calniiiftj   but  aforwards  be 

^  .  entertained  a  more  ^vorable  o{nmon  of  Annimus. 

'  .■[:    ScHne  have  Inclined  to  believe,  tlut  he  vras  an  Arianj 

•"•  •  but  there' are  more  exprefs  paHages  in  his  works  to 

'   *  overthrow  this  opinion,  than  any  there  are  to  coo- 

^y     firm  it.    For  in  the  conclulion  of  his  treati£;  of  Rfi- 

■»    formation   he  thus  folemnly  invokes  the  Trinity  j 

0  •  '*  Thou  therefore   that  fitleft  in  light  and  glory  ; 

J."*  unapproachable,    Parent  of  Angels   and   Menl 

y    ,  **  next  thee   I    implore   Omnipotent  King,    Rc- 

^  i  _    ■*  decmer  of  that  loft  remnant  whofe  nature  thai 

•*  didft  afllmie,     ine&ble  and  everlaftmg  Irf)vc! 

•  .    **  And  thou  the  third  fubfiftcnce  of  divine  infini- 

*'  tude,    illuminiog  Spirit,   the  joy  and  folace  of 

*f  created  things !  one  Tri-perfonal  Godhead !  look 

**  upon  this  &y  poor,   and  almoft  fpent  and  ex- 

•.     ■*  piring  Church  &c."     And  in  his  traajf  Preh- 

tical  Epifcopacy  he  cndevors  to  prove  the  fpurioof- 

,    nefs  ot  forac  epiftles  attributed  to  Ignatius,  becauIJi 

they  contained  in  them  herefies,  one  of  which  !»• 

refies  is,  that  "  he  condemns  them  for  minifkrs  c£ 

"  Satan,   who  iay  that  Chrift  is  God  above  all." 

And  a  iitde  after  in  the  lame  traft  he  objects  to  the 

authority  of  TertuUian,  becaufe  he  went  about  to 

"  p^ove  an  impari^  between  God  the  Father,  and 

"God 
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"  God  the  Son."  And  in  Paradifc  Loft  we  fliall 
find  nothing  upon  this  licad,  that  is  not  perfectly 
agreeable  to  Scripture.  The  learned  Dr.  Trap,  who* 
was  as  likely  to  cry  out  upon  herefy  as  any  man,  aG- ' 
ferts  that  the  poem  is  orthodox  in  every  part  of  itj 
or  otherwife  he  would  not  have  been  at  the  pains 
of  tranflating  it.  Neque  alicnum  videtur  a  ftudiis 
viri  theologi  poema  magna  ex  parte  theologicum  j 
omni  ex  parte  (rideant,  per  me  licet,  atque  ringan- 
tur  athei  et  infideles)  orthodoxum,  Milton  was  in- 
deed a  diiTenter  from  the  Church  of  England,  in 
which  he  had  been  educated,  and  was  by  his  pa-  * 
rents  deligned  for  holy  orders,  as  we  related  before }  | 
but  he  was  led  away  by  early  prejudices  againft  the 
do^in  and  ditciplin  of  the  Church ;  and  in  his  . 
younger  years  was  a  fevorer  of  the  Prefbytcrians ;  in 
his  middle  age  he  was  beft  pleafed  with  the  Inde-  ' 
pendents  and  Anabaptiils,  as  allowing  greater  liberty 
of  confciencc  than  others,  and  coming  neareft  in  his 
opinion  to  the  primitive  praftice ;  and  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  he  was  not  a  profcfled  member  of 
any  particular  fcft  of  Chriftians,  he  frequented  no 
public  worlhip,  nor  ufed  any  religious  rite  in  hia 
fcmily.  Whether  fo  many  different  forms  of  worftiip 
as  he  had  feen,  had  made  him  indifferent  to  all 
forms;  or  whether  he  thought  that  all  Chriftians 
had  in  fome  things  corrupted  the  purity  and  fim- 
plicity  of  the  Gofpel;  or  whether  he  difliked  their 
cndiefs  and  uncharitable  difputes,  and  that  love  of 
dominion  and  inclination  to  perfecution,  which  he 
faid  was  a  piece  of  Popery  infeparable  from  all 
Churches  J  or  whether  he  believed,  that  a  maa 
might  be  a  good  Chriftian  without  joicing  in  any 
G  2  com- 
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coirirfkinion  5  cr  whether  he  did  not  look  upon  himfelF 
as  infpired,  as  wrapt  up  in  God,  and  above  all  fonns 
luid  ceremonies,  it  is  not  eafy  to  determin :  to  bis  own 
mdjler  he  ftandetb  or  falletb :  but  if  he  was  of  any 
denomination,  he  was  a  fort  of  a  Quietift,  and  was 
full  of  the  interior  of  religion  tho'  he  fo  little  re* 
garded  the  exterior ;  and  it  is  certaia  was  to  the  laft 
an  enthufiaft  rather  than  an  infidel.  As  enthufiafm 
made  Norris  a  poet,  fo  poetry  might  make  Miltoor 
an  enthufiafl. 

His  circumftances  were  never  very  mean,  nor  very 
great ;  for  he  lived  above  want,  and  was  not  intent 
upon  accumulating  wealth ;  his  ambition  was  more 
to  enrich  and  adorn  his  mind.  His  father  fupported 
him  in  his  travels,  and  for  fome  time  after.  Then 
his  pupils  mud  have  been  of  fome  advantage  to 
him,  and  brought  him  either  a  certain  ftipend  or 
confiderable  prefents  at  leaft;  and  he  had  fcarcely 
any  other  method  of  improving  his  fortune,  as  w 
Was  of  no  profeffion.  When  his  father  died,  he  in- 
herited an  elder  fon's  fliare  of  his  eftate,  the  priil- 
cipal  part  of  which  I  believe  was  his  houfe  In 
Bread  flreet :  And  not  long  after,  he  was  appointed 
Xiatin  Secretary  with  a  falary  of  200/.  a  year;  fy,  \ 
that  he  was  now  in  opulent  circumflances  for  a  maft, 
who  had  always  led  a  frugal  and  temperate  life, 
^d  was  at  little  unneceflary  expenfe  befides  buying 
of  books.  Tho'  he  was  of  the  vidtorious  party,  yet 
he  was  far  from  fharing  in  the  fpoils  of  his  country. 
On  the  contrary  (as  we  learn  from  his  fecond  De- 
fenfe)  he  fuflaincd  great  lofles  during  the  civil  w^, 
and  was  not  at  all  favored  in  the  impofition  of 
taxes^  but  fometimes  paid  beyond  his  due  propor^ 

tidn. 
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tion.  And  upon  a  turn  of  affair's  he  was  not  only 
deprived  of  his  place,  but  alfo  loft  2000/.  which 
he  had  for  fecurity  and  improvement  put  into  the 
L  Excife  Office.  He  loft  likewifc  another  confider- 
f  able  fum  for  want  of  proper  care  and  management, 
as  perfons  of  Milton's  genius  are  feldom  expert  in 
money  matters.  And  in  the  fire  of  London  his 
houfe  in  Bread  ftreet  was  burnt,  before  which  acci- 
dent foreigners  have  gone  out  of  devotion  (fays 
Wood)  to  fee  the  houfe  and  chamber  where  he  was 
born.  His  gains  were  inconfiderable  in  proportion 
to  his  lofles ;  for  excepting  the  thoufand  pounds, 
which  were  given  him  by  the  government  for  writ- 
ing his  Defenfe  of  the  people  againft  Salmafiue,  we 
may  conclude  that  he  got  very  little  by  the  copies 
of  his  works,  when  it  doth  not  appear  thst  he  re- 
ceived any  more  than  ten  pounds  for  Paridife  Loft. 
Some  time  before  he  died  he  fold  the  greateft  part 
of  his  library,  as  his  heirs  were  not  qualified  to 
make  a  proper  ufe  of  it,  and  as  he  thought  that  he 
could  difpofc  of  it  to  greater  advantage  than  they 
could  after  his  deceafe.  And  finally  by  one  means 
or  other  he  died  worth  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
pounds  befides  his  houfhold  goods,  which  was  no 
mcompctcnt  fubfiftence  for  him,  who  was  as  great 
a  philofopher  as  a  poet. 

To  this  account  of  Milton  it  may  be  proper  to  add 
fomcthing  concerning  his  family.  We  faid  before, 
that  he  had  a  younger  brother  and  a  fifter.  His 
brother  Chriftopher  Milton  was  a  man  of  totally 
oppofit  principles ;  was  a  ftrong  royalift,  and  after  . 
the  civil  war  made  his  compofition  thro'  his  bro- 
ther's intcreft ;  had  been  entered  young  a  ftudent  in  ■ 
G  3  the 
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the  Inner  Temple,  of  which  houfe  he  lived  to  b(» 
an  ancient  bencher;  and  being  a  profefled  papi^ 
was  in  the  reign  of  James  II.  made  a  judge  and 
.knighted}  but  foon  obtained  his  quietus  by  rea&Q 
of  his  age  and  infirmities,  and  retired  to  Ipfwicbj  \ 
where  Iw  lived  all  the  latter  part  of  his  life.  tSg 
fifler  Anne  Milton  had  a  coniiderable  fortune  given 
her  by  her  father  in  marriage  with  Mr.  Edward 
Philips  {fon  of  Mr.  Edward  Philips  of  Shrewsbury) 
who  coming  young  to  London  was  bred  up  in  the 
Crown  Office  in  Chancery,  and  at  length  became 
fecondary  of  the  office  under  Mr.  Eembo.  By  him 
ihe  had,  befides  other  children  who  died  infants^ 
two  fons  Edward  and  John,  whom  we  have  had 
frequent  occafion  to  mention  before.  Among  our 
author's  juvenile  poems  there  is  a  copy  of  veries  on 
the  death  of  a  fair  infant,  a  nephew,  or  rather  niece 
of  his,  dying  of  a  cough ;  a£d  this  being  written  in 
his  17th  year,  as  it  is  laid  in  the  titlp,  it  may  na- 
turally be  inferred  that  Mrs.  Philips  was  elder  tbaif 
either  of  her  brothers.  She  had  llkewife  two  daughi 
ters,  Mary  who  died  very  young,  and  Anne  who 
was  living  in  1694,  by  a  fecond  hufband  IVfr.  Then 
mas  Agar,  who  fucceedcd  his  intimate  friend 
Mr.  philips  in  his  place  in  the  Crown  Office,  which 
he  enjoyed  many  years,  and  left  to  Mr.  Tbomai 
Milton,  fon  of  Sir  ChriAopher  before  mentioned. 
As  for  Milton  himfelf  he  appears  to  have  been  no- 
enemy  to  the  fair  fex  by  having  had  three  wives. 
What  fortune  he  had  with  any  of  them  is  no  where 

•  faid,  but  they  were  gentlemen's  daughters ;   and  it 
is  remarkable  that  he  married  them  all  maidens,  for 

'  (as  he  fays  in  his  >\pology  for  Smcdymouus,  vHck 
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was  written  before  he  married  at  all)  he  "  thought 
*  with  them,  who  both  in  prudence  and  elegance 
■•  of  fpirit  would  choofe  a  virgin  of  mean  fortunca 
■*  honeftly  bred  before  the  wealthieft  widow."  But 
ytt  he  fcemetii  not  to  have  been  very  happy  in  any 
Df  his  raan-iages;  for  his  firft  wife  had  juftly  offended 
him  by  her  long  abfcnce  and  reparation  from  him ; 
the  fecond,  whole  love,  fweetnels,  and  goodnefs  ha 
;»mmends,  lived  not  a  twelvemonth  with  him;  and 
his  third  wife  is  faid  to  have  been  a  woman  of  a 
moft  violent  fpirit,  and  a  hard  mother  in  law  to  his 
children.  She  died  very  old,  about  twenty  years 
igo,  at  Nantwich  in  Chcfhire :  and  from  the  ac- 
counts of  thofe  who  had  feen  her,  I  have  learned, 
that  (he  confirmed  feveral  things  which  have  been 
related  before;  and  particularly  that  her  huiband 
iifed  to  compofe  his  poetry  chiefly  in  winter,  and  on 
his  waking  in  a  morning  would  make  her  writa 
down  fometimcs  twenty  or  thirty  vcrfcs :  and  being 
afked  whether  he  did  not  often  read  Homer  and 
Virgil,  flie  undcrftnod  it  as  an  imputation  upon  him 
for  ftciling  from  thole  authois,  and  anfwered  with 
eagernefs  that  he  flole  from  no  body  but  the  iVIufe 
who  infpired  him ;  and  being  afk;  d  by  a  lady  prefent 
who  the  Mufe  was,  replied  it  wis  Gad's  j^r^ce,  and 
the  Holy  Spirit  that  vilited  him  iii;i;iitiy.  She  was 
likewife  afkcd  whom  he  appiovcd  moft  of  our 
Englifh  poets,  and  anfwered  Spenfer,  Sliakefpear, 
and  Cowley:  and  being  aiked  what  he  thought  of 
Dryden,  (he  faid  Dryden  ufed  fometimes  to  vifit 
him,  but  he  thought  him  no  poet,  but  a  good 
rimift :  but  this  was  before  Dryden  had  compofed 
his  bcft  poems,  which  made  his  name  fo  famous 
G  4  after- 
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afterwards.  She  was  wont  moKovcr  to  &y,  thath^ 
buiband  was  applied  to  by  tncSkgc  irom  the-  Kiog^ 
and  invited  to  write  for  die  Court,  but  his  anfwer 
was,  that  fuch  a  behaviour  would  be  very  iocoic-  i 
fiAent  with  his  former  conduct,  for  he  had  never  < 
yet  employed  his  pen  againft  his  confcience.  By  his 
firft:  wife  he  had  four  children,  a  fon  who  died  an 
in&nt,  and  three  daughters  who  furvived  him ;  fay 
his  fecond  wiie  he  had  only  one  daughter,  wlu 
died  foon  after  her  mother,  who  died  in  childbed  j 
and  by  his  laft  wife  he  had  no  children  at  all^  Hit 
daughters  were  not  fent  to  fchool,  but  were  iit- 
tirui51xd  by  a  miftrefs  kept  at  home  for  that  pnr- 
pofc :  and  he  himfelf,  excufing  the  eldeil  on  a&* 
cojnt  of  an  impediment  in  her  fpeech,  taught  thA 
two  others  to  read  and  pronounce  Greek  and  Latin 
and  ieveral  other  languages,  without  underftanding 
any  but  English,  for  he  ufed  to  fay  that  one  tongue 
was  enough  for  a  woman :  but  this  employment 
was  very  irkfome  to  them,  and  this  togeuier  vith 
the  iharpnefs  and  feverity  of  their  mother  in  lav 
made  them  very  uneafy  at  home ;  and  therefore 
they  were  all  fent  abroad  to  learn  things  more  ptopet 
for  them,  and  particularly  imbroidery  in  gold  and 
filver,  A3  Milton  at  his  death  left  his  aftairs  very 
much  in  the  power  of  his  widow,  tho'  Ihe  acknow- 
ledged that  he  died  worth  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
pounds,  yet  ihe  allowed  but  one  hundred  pounds 
to  each  of  his  three  daughters.  Anne  the  eldeft  was 
decrepit  and  deformed,  but  had  a  very  handfomcF 
fice;  £he  married  a  maftcr-builder,  and  died  in 
childbed  of  her  firft  child,  who  died  with  her. 
Mary  the  fepond  lived  and  di^d  Aogle>    Deborah  the 

youngeft 
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ingeft  in  her  father's  life  time  went  over  to  Irc- 
d  with  a  ladv,  and  afterwards  was  married  to 
r.  Abraham  Clarke,  a.  weaver  in  Spittle  Fields, 
i  died  in  Auguft  1727  in  the  76th  year  of  her 
;.  She  is  faid  to  have  been  a  woman  of  good  un- 
■ftanding  and  genteel  behaviour,  though  in  low 
;umftances.  As  llie  had  been  often  called  upon 
read  Homer  and  Ovid's  Metamorphofis  to  her  fa- 
T,  Ihe  could  have  repeated  a  confiderable  number 
verfes  from  the  beginning  of  both  thefe  poets,  as 
'.  Ward,  ProfeiTor  of  Rhetoric  in  Greiham  Col- 
e,  relates  upon  his  own  knowledge  :  and  another 
ntleman  has  informed  me,  that  he  has  heard  her 
teat  feveral  verfes  likewife  out  of  Euripides. 
•,  Addifon,  and  the  other  gendcmen,  who  had 
jortunities  of  feeing  her,  knew  her  immediately 
be  Milton's  daughter  by  the  fimilitude  of  her 
jntenance  to  her  father's  pii^re :  and  Mr.  AddJfoQ 
tdc  her  a  handfome  prefent  of  a  purfe  of  guineas 
th  a  promife  of  procuring  for  her  fome  annual 
ivifion  for  her  life;  but  his  death  happening  foon 
iTf  flic  loft  the  benefit  of  his  generous  defign. 
:  received  prefcnts  likewife  from  feveral  other  gen- 
uen,  and  Queen  Caroline  fent  her  fifty  pounds  by 
:  hands  of  Dr.  Freind  the  phyfician.  She  had  ten 
Idren,  feven  fons  and  three  daughters ;  but  none 
them  had  any  children,  except  one  of  her  fons 
ned  Caleb,  and  one  of  her  daughters  named  Eli- 
wth.  Caleb  went  to  Fort  St.  George  in  the  Eaft 
lies,  where  he  married,  and  had  two  fons,  Abra- 
n  and  Ifaac;  the  elder  of  whom  came  to  England 
ii  the  late  governor  Harrifon,  but  returned  upon 
'ice  of  his  Other's  death,  and  whether  he  or  his 

brother 
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brother  be  now  living  is  uncertain.  Elizabeth^  thk 
youngeft  child  of  Mrs.  Clarke,  was  marrkd  tb 
Mr.  Thomas  Fofter  a  weaver  in  Spittle  FieM^ 
and  had  feven  children  who  are  all  dead;  and  ihe 
herfelf  is  aged  about  fixty^  and  weak  and  infirm. 
She  feemeth  to  be  a  good  plain  fenfible  woman^  and 
has  confirmed  feveral  particulars  related  above,  and 
informed  me  of  fome  others,  which  flic  had  often 
heard  fi-om  her  mother :  that  her  grandfather  loR,  two 
thoufand  pounds  by  a  money-fcrivener,  whom  he 
had  intruded  with  that  fum,  and  likewife  an  eilate 
at  Weftminfter  of  fixty  pounds  a  year,  which  be- 
longed to  the  Dean  and  Chapter,  and  was  reftored  t6 
riiem  at  the  Reftoration :  that  he  was  very  temperate 
in  his  eating  and  drinking,  but  what  he  had  he  al- 
ways loved  to  have  of  the  beft :  that  he  feldom  vrent 
abroad  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  but  was  vifited 
even  then  by  perfons  of  diftinftion,  both  foreigners 
and  others :  that  he  kept  his  daughters  at  a  great 
diftance,  and  would  not  allow  them  to  learn  to  write, 
which  he  thought  unncceflary  for  a  woman :  that 
her  mother  was  his  greatcft  favorite,  and  ctmld 
read  in  feven  or  eight  languages,  tho'  fhe  underfticiad 
none  but  Englifh:  that  her  mother  inherited  fa& 
head-akes  and  diforders,  and  had  fuch  a  wtaknel^ 
in  her  eyes,  that  fhe  was  forced  to  make  ufe  rf 
Ibeiflacles  from  the  age  of  eighteen ;  and  ihe  faeriTdf, 
the  fays,  has  not  been  able  to  read  a  chapter  in  ^ 
Bible  thefe  twenty  years:  that  fhe  was  niiflakeft  ik  i 
ihforming  Mr.  Birch,  what  he  had  printed  tipon  hi 
authority,  that  Milton's  fether  was  bom  ih  Frahce 
and  a  brother  of  hers  who  was  then  living  was 
angry  with  her  for  it,  and  like  a  tnre-bonl 
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man  refented  it  highl/,  tliat  the  family  fliould  be 
thought  to  bear  any  relation  to  France :  that  Milton's 
fecond  wife  did  not  die  in  childbed,  as  Mr.  Philips 
and  Toland  relate,  but  above  three  months  after  of  a 
confumption ;  and  this  too  Mr,  Birch  relates  upon  her 
authority;  but  in  this  particular  ihe  muft  be  miftaken 
as  well  as  in  the  other,  for  our  author's  fonnct  on  his 
deceafed  wife  plainly  implies,  that  ihe  did  die  in  child- 
bed. She  knows  nothing  of  her  aunt  Philips  or 
Agar's  defcendents,  but  believes  that  they  are  all  ex- 
tin^:  as  is  likewife  Sir  Chriftopher  Milton's  family, 
tlie  laft  of  which,  flie  fays,  were  two  maiden  fiftcrs, 
Mr?.  Mary  and  Mrs.  Catharine  Milton,  who  lived  and 
died  at  Highgate;  but  unknown  to  her,  there  is  a 
Mrs.  Milton  living  in  Grolvcnor  ftrcet,  the  gran- 
daughter  of  Sir  Chriftopher,  and  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Milton  before  mentioned  :  and  Ihe  her- 
felf  is  the  only  furvivor  of  Milton's  own  femily,  un- 
lefs  there  be  feme  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  which  ihe  very 
much  queftions,  for  ihe  ufed  to  hear  from  them 
fometiines,  but  has  heard  nothing  now  for  feveral 
years;  fo  that  in  all  probability  Milton's  whole  family- 
will  be  extinft  with  her,  and  he  can  live  only  in  hit 
writings.  And  fuch  is  the  caprice  of  fortune,  this 
grandaughter  of  a  man,  who  will  be  an  everlafljng 
glory  to  the  nation,  has  now  for  fome  years  with  her 
hufliand  kept  a  little  chandler's  or  grocer's  (hop  for 
their  fubfiftence,  lately  at  the  lower  Holloway  in  the- 
road  between  Highgate  and  London,  and  at  prefent 
in  Cock  Lane  not  far  from  Shoreditch  Church.  Ano- 
ther thing  let  me  mention,  that  is  equally  to  the  ho- 
nor of  the  prefent  age.  Tho'  Milton  received  not 
aiwve  ten  pounds  at  two  different  payments  for  the 

copy 
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cdpy  of  ParadifcLoftj  yet  Mr*  Hoyk  author  of  tl» 
trdiafe  on  the  Game  of  Whift,  after  having  difpofed 
of  ill  the  iirft  impreffion,  fold  the  copy  to  the  book^ 
feller^  as  I  have  been  informed,  for  two  hundred 
guineas. 

As  we  have  had  odcafion  to  mention  more  than 
once  Milton's  manufcripts  prefcrved  in  the  library  of 
Trinity  College  in  Cambridge,  it  may  not  be  un- 
grateful to  the  reader,  if  we  give  a  more  particular 
account  of  them,  before  we  conclude.  There  are,  as 
we  faid,  two  draughts  of  a  letter  to  a  friend  who  had 
importuned  him  to  take  orders,  together  with  a  fm^ 
net  on  his  being  arrived  to  the  age  of  twenty  dine: 
and  by  there  being  two  draughts  of  this  letter  widi 
feveral  alterations  and  additions,  it  appears  to  hive 
been  written  with  great  care  and  deliberation ;  and 

*  both  the  draughts  have  been  publifhed  by  Mr.  Birch 
^    in  his  Hiftorical  and  Critical  Account  of  the  life  ^d 

•writings  of  Milton.     There  are  alfo  feveral  of  his 

poems.  Arcades,  At  a  folemn  mufic.  On  time,  Upon 

the  circumcifion,  the  Malk,  Lycidas,  with  fivt  or  fix 

of  his  fonnets,  all  in  his  own  hand- writing :  and  there 

;  .^are  fome  others  of  his  fonnets  written  by  difierenf 

V .  hands,  being  moft  of  them  compofed  after  he  had  loft 

his  fight.     It  is  curious  to  fee  tne  firft  thoughts  and 

fiibfequent  corredions  of  fo  great  a  poet  as  Milton : 

^.  but  it  is  remarkable  in  thefe  manufcript  poems,  that 

Jle  doth  not  often  make  his  ftops,  or  begin  his  lines 

*  with  great  letters.      There  are  likewife  in  his  own 
hand-writing  different  plans  of  Paradife  Lofl  in  the 

,  form  of  a  tragedy :  and  it  is  an  agreeable  amufement 

*  ^  \o  trace  the  gradual  progrefs  and  improvement  of  fucb 

a  work  from  its  firft  dawnings  in  the  plan  of  a  traged/ 

to 
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its  full  luftre  in  an  epic  poem.  And  together  with 
the  plans  of  Paradlfe  Loft  there  are  the  plans  or  fub- 
jedls  of  feveral  other  intended  tragedies,  feme  taken 
from  the  Scripture,  others  from  the  Britifli  or  .Scotifh 
hiftories:  and  of  the  latter  the  laft  mentioned  is  Mac- 
beth, as  if  he  had  an  inclination  to  try  his  ftrength 
with  Shakefpear;  and  to  reduce  the  play  more  to  the 
unities,  he  propofes  "  beginning  at  the  arrival  of 
"  Malcolm  at  Macduff;  the  matter  of  Duncan  may 
"  be  exprefled  by  the  appearing  of  hisghoft."  Thcfc 
manuicripts  of  Milton  were  found  by  the  learned 
Mr.  Profeflbr  Mafon  among  fome  other  old  .  papers, 
whicfaa  he  lays,  belonged  to  Sir  Henry  Newton  Pucker- 
ing, who  w^s  a  confiderable  bcnefeftor  to  the  library : 
ind  for  the  better  prefervation  of  fuch  truly  valuable 
rcliques,  they  were  collected  together,  and  handfomely 
bound  in  a  thin  folio  by  the  care  and  at  the  charge  of 
1  perfon,  who  is  now  very  eminent  in  his  profeffion, 
and  was  always  a  lover  of  the  Mufes,  and  at  that  • 
time  a  fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Mr.  Clarke,  one 
of  his  Majcfty's  counfel. 
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PARADISUM    AMISSAM 

SUMMI    POET^ 

JOHANNIS    MILTONI. 

OU I  legis  Amil!am  Pdradifum,  grandia  magni 
Carmina  Miltoni^  quid  nifi  cundta  legis  ? 
Res  cundlas,  &  cunftanim  primordia  rerum, 

Et  fata,  &:  fines  continet  iftc  liber. 
Intima  panduntur  magni  penetralia  mundi, 
Scribitur  &  toto  quicquid  in  orbe  latet : 
Terrsque,  traftufque  maris,  ccrlumque  profundum,' 
Sulphureumque  Erebi,  flammivomumque  fpecus: 
Quseque  colunt  terras,  pontumque,  6c  Tartara  oeca, 

Quaeque  colunt  fammi  lucida  regna  poli : 
Et  quodcunque  ullis  conclufum  eft  finibus  ufquam, 
Et  fine  fine  Chaos,  &  fine  fine  Deus : 
*   Et  fine  fine  magis,  fi  quid  magJs  eft  fine  fine. 
In  Chrifto  erga  homines  concUiatus  amor. 
Hic  qui  fperaret  quis  crederet  efle  fiitura  ? 
**  Et  tamen  Hec  hodie  terra  Britanna  legit. 
O  quantos  in  bella  duces  I  qux  protulit  arma  i 
Qu£  canit,  &  quanta  prxlia  dira  tuba ! 
■  Cceleftcs  acies !  atque  In  certaminc  Cffilum ! 
Et  quae  cceleftcs  pagna  deceret  agros ! 

Quantos 


Qnanlus  in  sthereis  tollit  fe  Lucifer  armis ! 

Atque  ipfo  graditur  vix  Michaele  minor ! 
Qiiantis»  &  quatn  funeflis  concurritur  iris, 

Dum  fcros  hie  ftellas  protcgit,  illc  rapit ! 
Dum  vblibs  mcmtes  cea  tela  reciproca  torquenc, 

Et  non  morUli  defiiper  igne  pluunt : 
Stat  dubius  cui  ie  parti  coocedat  Olympus, 

Et  metuit  pugns  non  Aipere^  fux. 
At  flmul  in  cceIis  Meffiae  inllgnia  fulgent; 

Et  curnis  animes,  armaque  digna  Deo, 
Horrcndutnque  rotx  ftrident,  &  &va  rotaruia 

Erumpunt  torvis  fulgura  luminibus, 
£t  flammx  vibrant,  &  vera  tonitrua  rauco 

Admlftis  flammis  infonuere  polo : 
Excidit  attonitis  mens  omnis,  &  impetus  omnis, 

Et  caffis  dextris  irrita  tela  cadunt ; 
Ad  pcEnas  fugiunt,  &  ecu  foret  Orcus  afylum, 

Infernis  certant  condere  fe  tencbris. 
^  Cedite  Romani  Scriptores,  ceditc  Graii, 

Et  quos  fama  recens  vel  celebravit  anus. 
Hxc  quicunque  leget  tantum  ccciniffe  putabit 

Rliconidcm  ranas,  Virgilium  cuUces, 

Samuel  Barrow,  M.  D. 
On 
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TTTHEN  J  beheld  the  Poet  bUnd,  xetixW.t  -... 
*  *     Id  flender  book  his  ^aft  defign  unfi>l<J«     . .  . 
Mef&ah  crown'd,  God's  recoDcil'd  decree. 
Rebelling  Angels,  the  forbidden  tree,  ^ 

Heav'n,  Hell,  Eiuth,  Chaos,  all;  the  argutoenc 

Held  me  a  while  mufdoubtiitg  his  iatent, 

That  he  would  nun  (for  I  faw  him  ftrong)    .. 
The  &cred  tnidis  to  &ble  and  old  ibngr  .  , 

(So  Sampfon  grop'd  the  temple's  pofts  in  fpitc) 
>  The  world  o'erwhelming  to  revenge  his  £ght. 

Yet  as  I  read,  foon  growing  left  fever^  ■  i 

I  lik'd  his  [Voje(%,  the  fucce&  did  fear;  | 

Throng^  that  wide  field  how  he  his  way  ihould  findi/ 
O'er  which  lame  &ith  leads  underftanding  blind^  -  ', 
Left  he  perplex'd  the  things  he  would  explain,  i 
And  what  was  eafy  he  fhould  render  vain. 

Or  if  a  work  fo  infinite  he  fjann'd, 
Jealous  I  was  that  fome  \t&  fkilfiil  hand  .  ; 

(Such  as  difquiet  always  what  is  well,  ^i 

And  by  ill  imitating  would  excel)  -  >t 

Might  hence  prefume  the  whole  creation's  day 
To  change  in  fcenes,  and  fliow  it  in  a  play»  v 

;     Pario* 


irdon  me,  mighty  Poet,  nor  defpiYe 
■y  caufelefs,  yet  not  impious,  furmife. 
It  I  am  now  convinc'd,  and  none  will  dare 
"^ithin  thy  labors  to  pretend  a  fliare. 
Iiou  haft  not  mifs'd  one  thought  that  could  be  fit, 
id  all  that  was  improper  doft  omit : 

that  no  room  is  here  for  writers  left. 
It  to  detedl  their  ignorance  or  theft. 
That  majcfty  which  through  thy  work  doth  reign, 
raws  the  devout,  deterring  the  profane. 
nd  things  divine  thou  treat'il  of  in  fuch  ftate 
i  them  prefcrvcs,  and  thee,  inviolate. 
t  once  delight  and  horror  on  us  feife, 
hoQ  fing'ft  with  fo  much  gravity  and  cafe ; 
nd  above  human  flight  doft  foar  aloft 
^ith  plume  fo  ftrong,  fo  equals  and  fo  foft, 
be  bird  nam'd  from  that  Paradife  you  iing 
>  never  flags,  but  always  keeps  on  wing. 
Where  couldft  thou  words  of  fuch  a  compafs  find  ? 
'^hence  furnifh  fuch  a  vaft  expcnfe  of  mind  ? 
ift  Heav'n  thee  like  Tifcfias  to  requite 
Ewards  with  prophecy  t|iy  lofs  of  fight. 
Well  might'ft  thou  fcorn  thy  readers  to  allure 
^ith  tinkling  rime,  of  thy  own  fenfc  fccure ; 

Vol.  I.  ^  While 


*♦ 


WhUe  the  Tpwp-Bays  writw  all  the  while  and  fpetls. 
And  like  a  pack-horfe  tires  without  his  bells : 

Their  fancies  like  our  bufhy-points  appear. 

The  poets  tag  them,  we  for  faftuon  wear, 

I  too  tranfported  by  the  mode  o&nd. 

And  while  I  nieant  to  Praife  thee  mud:  Comtnep^. 

Thy  verfe  created  like  thy  theme  fublime. 

In  number,  weight,  and  meafure,  needs  not  rime. 


Andrew  Marvel. 
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THE       VERSE. 

^HE  meafure  is  Englifli  heroic  verfe  without 
rime,  as  that  of  Homer  in  Greek,  and  of  Virgil 
^atin ;  rime  being  no  neceilary  adjunct  or  true 
imcnt  of  poem  or  good  verfe,  in  longer  works 
cially,  but  the  invention  of  a  barbarous  age,  to 
3fF  wretched  matter  and  lame  meter ;  grac'd  in- 
1  fince  by  the  ufe  of  fome  famous  modern  poets, 
ied  away  by  cuftom,  but  much  to  their  own 
Jtion,  hindrance,  and  conftraint  to  exprefs  many 
gs  otherwife,  and  for  the  moft  part  worfe  than 
they  would  have  exprefs'd  them.  Not  without 
'c  therefore  fome  both  Italian  and  SpanJJh  poets 
>riine  note  have  reje<3ed  rime  both  in  longer  and 
tcr  works,  as  have  alfo  long  fince  our  befl  Englifh 
^dies,  as  a  thing  of  itfelf,  to  all  judicious  ears, 
ial  and  of  no  true  mufical  delight ;  which  confifts 
f  in  apt  numbers,  fit  quantity  of  fyllables,  and  the 
c  varioufly  drawn  out  from  one  verfe  into  ano- 
,  not  in  the  jingling  found  of  like  endings,  a 
t  avoided  by  the  ^rned  Ancients  borfi  in  poetry 
all  good  oratory.  This  negleft  then  o£  rime  fo 
:  is  to  be  taken  for  a  defeat,  though  it  may  feem 
crhaps  to  vulgar  readers,  that  it  rather  is  to  be 
emed  an  example  fet,  the  firfl:  in  Engtifh.  of  an* 
4  liberty  recovered  to  heroic  poem,  from  the 
iMefome  and  modern  bondage  of  riming. 
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CRiTiQjrfE  upon  the  Paradise  Lost. 

By    Mi.  ADDISON. 

Cedite  Romani  Scriptores,  ccdite  Graii.      Prqperc 


THERE  is  nothing  in  nature  Paradife  Loft,  in  thefe  three  fin 

more  irkfome  than  general  ral  lights.  -  Homer  to  prelenre  t 

.difcoarfes»    efpecially  when    they  unity  of  his  a£Uon  hafttns  into  t 

.turn  chiefly  upon  words.     For  this  midft  of  things,  as  Horace  hasc 

reafon  I  (hall  wave  the  difcuffion  of  ferved :  Had  he  gone  up  to  Led 

that  point  which  was  darted  fome  egg,  or  begun  much  later,  even 

years  fince,  Whether  Milton*8  Pa-  the  rape  ofHelen,  or  the  mwcBi 

radtfe  Loft  may  be  called  an  Heroic  of  Troy,   it  is  manifeft  diat  I 

Poem  ?    Thole  who  will  not  give  ftory  of  the  poem  would  hatch 

it  that  tide,  may  call  it  (if  they  a  feries  of  feveral  adkms.     1 

pleafe)  a  Divine  Poem.    It  will  be  therefore  opens  his  poem  widi  1 

fuficient  to  its  perfe£tion,  if  it  has  difcord  of  his  princes,  and  artfii 

in  it  all  the  beauties  of  the  higheft  interweaves,    m  the  (everal  I 

kind  of  poetry ;  and  as  for  thofe  ceedinff  parts  of  it,  an  accoiiiit 

who    allege   it   is  not  an  heroic  every  uimg  material  whkh  fdi 

poem,  they  advance  no  more  to  to  them,  and  had  pafled  befbre  I 

the  diminution  of  it,  than  if  they  fatal  diflenfton.      After  the  ft 

fhould  fay  Adam  is  not  .£neas,  nor  manner,  ^neas  makes  his  fiift  i 

Eve  Helen.  pearance  in  the  Tyrrhene  (eai9»  i 

I  ihall  therefore  examin  it  by  within  fight  of  Italy,  beomfe  i 

the  rules  of  epic  poetry,  and  fee  adion  propofed  to  be  cdefcvi 

whether  it  falls  ihort  of  the  Hiad  was  that  of  his  fettline  himiidtf 

or  .£neid,  in  the  beauties  which  Latium.    But  becaufe  it  was  nee 

are  eftential  to  that  kind  of  writing,  fary  for  the  reader  to  know  w! 

The  firft  thing  to  be  coniider'd  in  had  happened  to  him  in  d^e  taki 

an  epic  poem,  is  the  ^le,  which  of  Troy,    and  in  the  preosd 

is  perfedl  or  imperfed,  acconiin|;  parts  of  his  voyage,  Virgil  mal 

as  the  adion  which  it  relates  is  his  hero  relate  it  by  way  of  epifi 

more  or  lefs  Q).   This  adion  fhould  in  the  fecond  and  third  books 

have  three  qualifications  in  it.  Firft,  the  .£neid  :  the  contents  of  b 

It  fhould  be  but  One  action.     Se-  which  books  come  before  thofe 

condly.  It  fhould  be  an  Entire  ac-  the  firft  book  in  the  thred  of 

don ;   and  Thirdly,  It  ftiould  be  a  ftory,    tho'  for  prefcrving  of  i 

Great  a£tion.      To  confider  the  unity  of  aftion,  they  follow  it  in 

a^on  of  the  Oiad,  i£neid,   and  difpofition  of  the  poem.    Milt 
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in  inutuion  of  thefe  two  great  like  art  in  hii  poem  on  the  fall  of 
poeu,  opeiu  hit  ParadiTe  Loft  with  Man,  hu  related  the  fail  of  thofe 
in  infernal  council  plotting  the  fall  Anp^s  who  are  his  pmftS^ed  cue- 
of  Man,  which  it  the  aflion  he  mies.  Beiide  the  many  other  beau* 
jmpoftd  to  celebrate  j  and  ai  for  ties  itt  fuch  an  eptlode,  iti  nin- 
ituHe  great  afiloni,  the  battle  of  ning  parallel  with  the  great  aAioa 
the  Angclii  and  the  creation  of  the  of  the  poem,  hinden  it  from  break- 
world,  (which  preceded  in  point  ing  the  unity  fo  much  u  another 
of  djiK,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  epifode  would  hare  done,  that  had 
would  have  entirely  defiroyed  the  not  fo  great  an  affinity  with  the 
miity  of  his  principal  afUon,  had  principal  fubjefl.  In  Oioft,  this  ia 
be  related  them  in  the  fame  order  the  fame  Icind  of  beauty  which  th« 
that  ihcy  happened]  he  call  them  critics  admire  in  the  Spanilh  Fn'ar, 
Bto  the  firai,  £xth  and  fevcnth  or  the  Double  Difcovcry,  where 
booki,  hj  way  of  epifode  to  this  the  two  difterent  plots  look  bka 
noble  poem.  counterparts  and  copies  of  one  ano- 

Anfiotle  himfelf  allows,  that  thcr. 
Boner  hmt  nothing  to  boafl  of  as  The  fecond  qualification  reqniitd 
to  the  unity  of  his  fable,  tho'  at  in  the  afUon  of  an  epic  poem  ii, 
Ike  laaie  dmc  that  great  critic  and  that  it  fliould  be  an  endre  a£lion : 
pkilafapbcr  cndevors  to  palliate  An  a&ion  is  entire  when  it  is  com- 
dis  imperfeflion  in  the  Greek  poet  plete  in  all  its  parts ;  or  as  Ariftotle 
by  imputing  it  in  fame  meafure  to  defcnbea  it,  when  it  confifta  of  a 
the  very  natare  of  an  epic  poem,  beginning,  a  middl^  and  an  end. 
Some  have  been  of  opinion,  that  Nothing  Ihould  go  l|efore  it,  be  in- 
Ae  JEaad  ^>  labors  in  this  parti-  icrmix'd  with  it,  or  follow  after  it, 
colar,  and  has  epifodes  which  may  that  is  not  related  to  it.  As  on  the 
be  looked  npon  as  excrefcencics  contrary,  no  fingle  ftep  fhauU  be 
nthcr  tbu  a*  parts  of  the  a^ion.  omittedinthatji^and  regularpro- 
On  the  contrary,  the  poem,  which  grefs  which  it  muft  be  fuppofea  to 
we  hare  now  niider  our  con&dera-  take  from  its  original  to  its  con- 
lion,  hath  no  other  epifodes  than  fummation.  Thus  we  fee  the  anger 
foch  as  natnrall^  arife  ^m  the  of  Achilles  in  its  birth,  its  conti- 
fobjed,  and  yet  u  filled  with  fuch  nuance,  and  tSe&s  j  and  ^nea^'i 
a  muliitudc  of  aftonilhing  inci-  fctilemcnt  in  Italy,  carried  on 
dents,  that  it  ffm  us  at  the  fame  through  all  the  oppofitions  in  his 
time  a  pleafure  of  the  greateft  va-  way  to  it  both  by  fea  and  land, 
liety,  and  of  the  greaieft  fimpli-  The  aAion  in  Milton  excels  (I 
diy;  oniform  in  its  nature,  ^o'  think)  both  the  former  in  this  par- 
dira££icd  in  the  execution.  ticular  s  we  fee  it  contrived  in  Hell, 

I  muft  obferve  alfo,  that,  as  Vix-  executed  upon  Earth,  and  punilhed 

pi  in  the  poem  which  was  defigned  by  Heaven.    The  parts  of  it  are 

to  celebrate  the  original  of  thcRo-  told  in  the  moft  dillina  manner, 

man  empire,  hasdcfcribed  the  birth  and  grow  out  of  one  another  in  the 

of  its  great  rival,  the  Carthaginian  moft  natural  order, 
a- wealth :  Milton,  with  the 
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The  third  qualification  of  an  s  much  greater  than  oodd  haw 
epic  poem  is  its  greatne^  The  been  formed  upon  any  ,  Pa^aa 
anger  of  Achilles  was  of  fuch  con-    fyftem. 

fequence,  that  it  embroiled  the  BntAriftode,  by  the  greatnefi  of 
kin^  of  Greece,  deftroyed  the  he-  the  adion,  does  not  only  flMaadw 
roes  of  Afia,  and  engaged  all  the  it  ihoidd  be  great  in  ita  nature,  hoc 
Gods  hi  fadions.  ^neas's  fettle-  alfo  in  its  dnradeni  or  m  Other 
ment  in  Italy  produced  the  Csefars,  words,  diat  ic  ihould  hare  n  dao 
and  gave  binh  to  the  Roman  length  in  it,  as  well  ai  what  wa 
ampire.  Milton^s  fabjedt  was  fhll  properly  call  greatnefi.  Tha  jnft 
preater  than  either  of  the  former ;  meafure  of  this  kind  of  flaagnitM% 
It  does  not  determin  the  fate  of  he  expUuns  by  the  following  fimili- 
iingle  perfons  or  nations,  but  of  a  tude.  An  animal,  no  b^jcr  than 
whole  fpecies.  The  nnited  Powers  a  mite,  cannot  appear  pcHeft  to 
of  Hell  are  joined  together  for  tha  the  eye,  becaofo  the  fi^c  takes  it 
defb-udtion  of  mankino,  which  they  in  at  once,  and  has  only  a  confoM. 
eSe&ed  in  part,  and  would  hare  idea  of  the  whole,  and  not  a  diflind 
comideted,  had  not  Omnipotence  idea  of  all  its  pans;  If  on  tha  con- 
itfelf  interpofed.  The  principal  trary  you  ihould  foppofo  an.  aas- 
Ttdon  are  Man  in  his  greateft  per-  mal  of  ten  thoufand  forlonp  in 
fsflion,  and  Woman  in  her  hi^eft  length,  the  eye  would  be  fo  feiod 
beauty.  Their  enemies  are  the  with  a  finale  part  of  k,  that  it 
fallen  Angels :  The  Meffiah  their  ooald  not  give  the  mind  aa  idea  of 
friend,  and  the  Almighty  their  pro-  the  whole.  What  thafo  aanads 
te£lor.  In  (hort,  every  thing  that  are  to  the  eye,  a  veiT  fluat  or  a 
is  great  in  the  whole  circle  of  be-  very  long  adion  wouU  be  to  the 
ing,  whether  within  the  verge  of  memory.  The  liiil  wouM  be,  as  it 
nature,  or  out  of  it,  haa  a  proper  were,  loft  and  (wallowedi  a»bf  i^ 
part  afligned  it  in  this  admiraole  and  the  other  dificute  to  be  toa^ 
poem.  tained  in  it.     Homer  aad  Virgil 

In  poetry,  as  in  architedlure,  not   have  fhown  their  piinctel  ait  ia 
only  the  whole,  bat  the  principal    this  particular;   the  araon  of  the 
members,  and  every  part  of  them,   Iliad,  and  that  of  the  .Amrid,  waN 
ihould  be  great.     I  will  not  pre-   in  themfelves  exceeding  fhort^  bat 
fume  to  fay,  that  the  book  of  games    are  fo  beaatifully^  extended  and  ^ 
in  the  iEneid,  or  that  in  the  Iliad,    verfified  by  the  inventioa  of  epi- 
are  not  of  this  nature,  nor  to  re-    fodes,  and  the  machinery  of  Gads, 
prehend  Virgil's  fimile  of  the  top,    with  the  like  poetical  omamentty 
and  many  other  of  the  fame  kind    that  they  make  up  an  aereeaUa 
in  the  Iliad,  as  liable  to  any  cen-    ftory  fuffident  to  employ  ue  me« 
fure  in  this  particular ;  but  I  think    mory  without  overcharging  it.  Mil- 
we  may  fay,  without  derogating    ton's  adion  is  enriched  with  fuch  a 
from  thofe  wonderful  performances,    variety  of  circumftances,  that  I  have 
that  there  is  an  indifputable  and    taken  as  much  pleafure  in  reacting 
unqueflioned  magnificence  in  every    the  contents  of  his  books,  as  in  the 
part  of  Paradife  Loft,  and  indeed    beft  invented  ftory  I  erer  met  wiih. 

I; 
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Tt  U  poflible,  that  the  traditions,  HAVINGexamineilihea^ion 

on  which  the  Itiad  and  ^neid  were  of  Paradifc  Loft,  let  as  in  the  next 

boilt,   had  more  circumftances  in  place  canfidcr  the  aflors.     This  is 

them  thMi  the  hiltory  of  the  fall  Arilloile's  method  of  conGdering ; 

of  Man,  at  it  is  related  in  Scrip-  lirft  the  fable,    and  fecondly  the 

tare.      Befides  ii  was  eaiier    for  manners,  or  u  we  generally  call 

Homer  and  Virgil  to  dalli  the  truth  them  in  Engliih,  the  Table  and  the 

with  fiaion,    a*  they  were  in  no  charaflers. 

danger  of  offending  the  religion  of  Homer  has  excelled  all  the  he- 
their  country  by  it.  But  as  for  roic  poets  that  ever  wrote,  in  th» 
Miiton,  he  had  not  only  a  very  multitude  and  variety  of  his  cha- 
few  circum Ranees  upon  which  to  rafters.  Every  God  that  is  admit- 
raifc  his  poem,  but  was  alfo  obliged  ted  into  his  poem,  afis  a  part  which  ■ 
to  proceed  with  the  grcatelt  cau-  would  have  been  fuitable  to  na 
tion  in  tfCiy  thing  that  he  added  other  Deity.  His  princes  arc  as 
out  of  his  own  invention.  And,  much  diftinguilhed  by  their  maa- 
indeed,  notwithllanding  all  the  re-  ners  as  by  their  dominions;  and 
fbajnts  he  was  under,  he  has  filled  even  thofe  among  them,  whofe 
his  ftoiy  with  fo  many  furprifing  charaflers  feem  wholly  made  up  of 
incidents,  which  bear  fo  clofe  ana-  courage,  diiFer  from  one  another 
kjgy  with  what  is  delivered  in  holy  astotheparticularkrnds  of  courage 
Wnt,  that  it  b  capable  of  pleaTing  in  which  they  excel.  In  (hort, 
the  moft  delicate  reader,  without  there  is  fcarce  a  fpecch  or  aflion 
giving  oEFenfe  to  the  moft  fcni-  in  the  Iliad,  which  the  reader  may 
pnlous.  not  afcribc  to  the  perfon  that  fpcaki 
The  modem  critics  have  col-  or  afls,  without  feeing  his  name  at 
leAed  from  feveral  hints  in  the  the  head  of  it. 
Iliad  and  j^neid  the  fpace  of  time.  Homer  does  not  only  out-fliine 
which  is  taken  up  by  tlie  aftion  all  other  poets  in  the  variety,  but 
of  each  of  thofe  poenu ;  but  as  alfo  in  the  novelty  of  his  cha- 
s  great  put  of  Milton'a  flory  raflers.  He  has  introduced  amcmg 
«Ku  tratfiuScd  in  regiona  that  lie  his  Grecian  princes  a  perfon,  who 
oat  of  Ae  reach  Hf  the  fun  and  the  had  lived  in  three  ages  of  men, 
ffien  of  day,  it  is  impoffible  to  and  converftd  with  Thefeus,  Her- 
gratify  the  reader  with  fuch  a  cules,  Polyphemus,  and  the  firlt 
catcnutittti,  which  indeed  would  race  of  heroes.  His  principal  aflor 
be  ifiOrc  carious  than  infiruAivei  is  the  fon  of  a  Goddels,  not  CO 
now  of  the  critics,  cither  an-  mention  the  ofspring  of  other  Dei- 
oemor  raodera,  having  laid  down  tieg,  who  have  lilccwife  a  place  in 
tde*  to  drcmnfcribe  the  aSion  of  his  poem,  and  the  venerable  Tro- 
ut emc  poem  within  any  deter-  jan  prince  who  wai  the  father  of 
■inra  ftomber  of  yean,  dayi,  or  fo  many  kiogi  and  heroes.  Tliere 
konn.  b  in  thefe  feveral  charafiers  of 
Homer,  a  certain  dignity  as  well 
tat  of  ddi  more  particnlaHy  at  novdty,  which  adapts  them  in 
—-'•—  2  g,o„  peculiar  tuoBcr  to  tho 
H  4                               Mturft 


A  Critique  on  the  FaradisS^ILost. 

nature  of  an  heroic  poem.    Tho*  charaflers  in  thefe  two  perfont.  W« 

at  the  fame  time,  to  give  them  the  fee  Man  and  Woman  in  the  higheft 

greater  variety,  he  has  defcribed  a  innocence  and  perfedion,  and  in 

Vulcan,  that  is,  a  bufibon  among  the  mod  abje6t  (late  of  sailt  and 

his  Gods,  and  a  Thcrfites  among  infirmity.    The  two  laft  charaden 

his  mortals.  are,  indeed,  very  common  and  ob- 

Virgil  falls  infinitely  (hort  of  vious,  but  the  two  firft  arc  not  only 

Homer  in  the  charafbers  of  his  more  magnificent,  but  more  new 

poem,  both  as  to  their  variety  and  than  any  charadlers  either  in  Virgil 

novelty,  j^neas  is  indeed  a  perfefl  or  Homer,  or  indeed  in  the  whole 

chara£ier,  but  as  for  Achates,  tho*  circle  of  nature, 

he  is  filled  tlie  heroe^s  friend,  he  Milton  was  fo  fenfible  of  thit 

does  nothing  in  the  whole  poem  defedl  in  the  fubjefl  of  his  poenit 

which  may  deferve  that  title.  Gyas,  and  of  the  few  chara£lers  it  would 

Mneftjieus,  Sergeflus,  and  Cloan-  afford  him>  that  he  has  brought  in- 

thus,  are  all  of  them  men  of  the  to  it  two  adors  of  a  fhadowy  and 

fame  damp  and  chara£ler,  fiflitious  nature,  in  the  per(bns  of 

....fortemquc  Gyan,  fortemquc  ?"  ^^  ^J»^'  ^Y  which  means  he 

CloantSum.                Virg.  J«  wrought  mto  the  body  of  his 

*=*  fable  a  very  beautiful  and  well- 
There  are  indeed  feveral  very  na-  invented  allegory.  But  notwith- 
tural  incidents  in  the  part  of  Afca-  (landing  the  finenefs  of  this  allegoiy 
nius;  as  that  of  Dido  cannot  be  may  atone  for  it  in  fome  meai^; 
fufHciently  admired.  I  do  not  fee  I  cannot  think  that  perfons  of  fuch 
any  thing  new  or  particular  in  Tur-  a  chimerical  exiflence  are  proper 
nus.  Psulas  and  Lvander  are  re-  adors  in  an  epic  poem;  beauife 
mote  copies  of  Heflor  and  Priam,  there  is  not  that  meafure  of  proba- 
as  Laufus  and  Mezentius  are  almofl  bilit]^  annexed  to  them,  which  is 
parallels  to  Pallas  and  Evander.  requifite  in  writings  of  this  kind. 
The  charajcers  of  Nifus  and  Euri-  as  I  (hall  (how  more  at  large  here- 
alus  are  beautiful,    but  common,  after. 

Wc  muft  not  forget  the  parts  of  Si-  Virgil  has,    indeed,    admitted 

non,  Camilla,  and  fome  few  others.  Fame  as  an  adlrefs  in  the  i£neid, 

which  are  fine  improvements  on  the  but. the  part  (he  afls  is  very  (hort» 

Greek  poet.   In  (hort,  there  is  nci-  and  none  of  the  mod  admired  cir- 

ther  that  variety  nor  novelty  in  the  cumflanccs  in  that  divine  work. 

perfons  of  the  i£neid,  which  we  We  find  in   mock-heroic  poems, 

meet  with  in  thofe  of  the  Iliad.  particularly  in  the  Difpenfary  and 

If  we  look  into  the  characters  the  Lutrin,  feveral  allegorical  per- 

of  Milton,  we  (hall  find  that  he  has  fons  of  this  nature,  which  are  very 

introduced  all  the  variety  his  fable  beautiful  in  thofe  compofitions,  and 

was  capable  of  receivmg.     The  may,  perhaps,  be  ufcd  as  an  argu- 

whole  (pecies  of  mankind  was  in  ment,   that  the  authors  of  them 

two  pcnons  at  the  time  to  which  were  of  opinion,    fuch  chara£lers 

the  fubjeft  of  his  poem  is  confined,  might  have  a  place  in  an  epic  work. 

We  have,  however,  four  diflindl  For  my  own  part,  I  fhould  be  glad 

the 
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the  reader  would  think  fo»  for  the  Angels  tre  indeed  as  much  diver- 
fake  of  the  poem  I  am  now  exa-  fi&w.  in  Mihon,  and  diitinguiihed 
xniningt  aad  mnft  farther  add,  that  by  their  proper  parts,  as  the  Gods 
if  fa^cmptj  unfubftantial  beines  are  in  Homer  or  Virgil.  The  reader 
may  be  ever  made  ufe  of  on  this  will  imd  nothing  afcribed  to  Uriels 
occafiffpy  never  were  any  more  Gabriel,  Michael,  or  Raphael, 
mcdy  imagined,  and  employ  eel  in  which  is  not  in  a.  particular  man- 
more  proper  aAions,  than  thofe  of  ner  fuitable  to  their  refpedive  cha- 
which  I  am  now  fpeaking.  rad^ers. 

Another  principal  adtor  in  this        There  is  another  drcumftance  in 
poem  is  the  great  enemy  of  man-  the  principal  adlors  of  the  Iliad 
kind.     The  part  of  UlyfTes  in  Ho-  and  ./£neia,  which  gives  a  peculiar 
mer*s  Odyfley  is  very  much  ad-  beauty  to  thofe  two  poems,  and 
mired  by  Ariftotle,  as  perplejdng  was  therefore  contrived  with  very 
that  fable  with  very  agreeable  plots  great  judgment.     I  mean  the  au- 
ind  intricacies^  not  only  by  the  Uiors  having  chofen  for  their  he- 
many  adventures  in   his  voyage,  roes  perfons  who  were  fo  nearly 
and  the  fabtlety  of  his  behaviour,  related  to  the  people  for  whom 
but  by  the  various  concealments  thev  wrote.   Achilles  was  a  Greek, 
and  difeoveries  of  hit  perfon  in  fe-  and  i£neas  the  remote  founder  of 
vend  parts  of  that  poem.    But  the  Rome.  By  this  means  their  country- 
crafty  being  I  have  now  mentioned,  men  (whom  they  principally  propo* 
makes  a  much  longer  voyage  than  fed  to  themfelves  for  their  readers) 
UlyiTes,  puts  in  pradice  many  more  were  particularly  attentive  to  all 
uiles  and  ftracagems,    and  hides  the  parts  of  their  ftory,  and  fym- 
himfelf  under  a  greater  variety  of  pathized  with  their  heroes  in  all 
fhapes    and    appearances,    all   of  their  adventures.    A  Roman  could 
which  are  ievenuly  deteded,  to  the  not  but  rejoice  in  the  efcapes,  fuc- 
great  delight  and  furprife  of  the  cefTes,  and  victories  of  i£neas,  and 
reader.  be  grieved  at  any  defeats,  misfor- 
We  may  likewife  obferve  with  tunes,  or  difappointments  that  be- 
how  much  art  the  poet  has  varied  fel  him ;  as  a  Greek  mufl  have  had 
icverai  chara£len  of  the  perfons  the  fame  regard  for  Achilles.   And 
tkat  fpeak  in  his  infernal  aflembly.  it  is  plain,  that  each  of  thofe  poems 
Ob  the  contrary,  how  has  he  repre-  have   loft  this    great   advantage, 
fented  the  whole  Godhead  exert-  among  thofe  readers  to  whom  their 
iog  itfidf  towards  Man  in  its  full  heroes  are  as  Grangers,  or  indiffe- 
WnevoleBce  under  the  three-fold  rent  perfons. 
diflin^tion  of  a  Creator,   a   Re-        Milton's  poem  is  admirable  in 
^eemer,  and  a  Comforter !  this  refpedl,  iince  it  is  impoffible 
Nor  mnft  we  omit  the  perfon  of  for  any  of  its  readers,   whatever 
Kjohatd,  who,  amidft  his  tender-  nation,  country  or  people  he  may 
aeu  and  friendihip  for  Man,  (hows  belong  to,  not  to  be  related  to  the 
fiidi  a  dignity  and  condefcenfion  in  perfons  who  are  the  principal  adtors 
■11  his  fpeech  and  behaviour,  as  are  m  it ;   but  what  is  itill  infinitely 
"  "   to  a  fuperior  nature.    The  more  to  its  advantage,  the  principal 

adtors 
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afiore  in  thit  poem  are  not  only 
€hir  progeoitofBt  but  onr  reprefcn- 
tttives.  We  hare  an  a6tual  intereft 
iB  every  thing  they  do,  and  no  lefs 
than  our  utmoft  happniefs  is  con- 
cerned, and  lies  at  ftakc  in  all  their 
behaviour. 

I  (hall  fnbjoin  as  a  corollary  to 
the  foregoing  remark,  an  admirable 
iibfervation  out  of  Ariftotle,  which 
hath  been  very  much  mifreprefent- 
cd  in  the  quotations  of  fome  mo- 
(km  critics.  *  If  a  man  of  jperfeft 
and  confimmiate  virtue  faUs  into 
a  misfortune,  it  raiici  oar  pity, 
but  not  our  terror,  becanfe  we  do 
not  fear  that  it  may  be  our  own 
cafe,  who  do  not  refemble  the 
fnfFering  perfon.  But  as  that  great 
philofephcr  adds,  '  If  we  lee  a 
maiif  of  ^Virtue,  mixt  with  infir- 
mities, fall  into  amy  misfortune. 
It  does  not  only  raiie  our  pity  but 
cmr  terror;  becauib  we  are  afraid 
that  the  like  misfortunes  may 
happen  to  onrfelves,  who  re- 
femble the  charader  of  the  fuf- 
fering  perfon. 
I  (hail  only  remark  in  this  place, 
that  the  foregoing  obfervation  of 
Aridotle,  tho^  it  may  be  true  in 
other  occafions,  does  not  hold  in 
this;  becaufe  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
though  the  perfons  who  fall  into 
misfortune  are  of  the  moSt  perfect 
and  confummate  virtue,  it  is  not 
to  be  confidered  as  what  may  pof- 
£bly  be,  but  what  aAually  is  our 
own  cafe ;  fince  we  are  embarked 
with  them  on  the  fame  bottom,  and 
nkuft  be  partakers  of  their  happinefs 
or  mifery. 

In  this,  and  fom6  other  very  few 
inftances,  Ariftotle's  rules  for  epic 
poetry  (which  he  had  drawn  from 
his  reheflions  upon  Homer)  cannot 


be  fuppofed  to  fquare  exa^y  widi 
the  heroic  poems  which  have  bees 
made  fince  his  time;  fmce  it  is  evi^- 
dent  to  every  impartial  judge  hii 
rules  would  (till  nave  been  more 
perfeft,  could  he  have  pemied  the 
iEneid  which  was  made  fome  hmi- 
dred  years  after  hb  death. 

In  my  next,  I  fhall  go  through 
other  parts  of  Milton's  poem ;  and 
hope  that  what  I  (hall  there  ad- 
vance, as  well  as  what  I  have  al- 
ready written,  will  not  only  ftrve 
as  a  comment  upon  Mihon,  fait 
upon  Ariftotk. 

WE  have  already  taken  a  fu- 
neral furvey  of  the  fable  and  cha- 
racters in  Milton*s  Paradife  Lot: 
The  parts  which  remain  to  be  con- 
fider'a,  according  to  Ariftotle's  me- 
thod, are  the  (entimenti  and  die 
language.  Before  I  enter  upon 
the  firS  of  thefe,  I  muft  advertife 
my  reader,  that  it  is  my  defiea  ai 
foon  as  I  have  fini(hed  my  gjmeral 
refiedions  on  thefe  four  levenl 
heads,  to  give  particular  inftances 
out  of  the  poem  now  before  as  of 
beauties  aim  imperfections  whidi 
may  be  oUerved  onder  each  of 
them,  as  alfo  of  fuch  other  nrti- 
culars  as  may  not  prooerly  fall  un- 
der any  of  them.  Inis  I  thoa^ 
fit  to  premife,  that  the  reader  nuqr 
not  judge  too  ha(Uly  of  this  pect 
of  criticifm,  or  look  upon  it  as  im- 
perfect, before  he  has  feen  dtf 
whole  extent  of  it. 

The  fentiments  in  an  epic  poem 
are  the  thoughts  and  behavbtt 
which  the  author  afcribes  to  te 
perfons  whom  he  introduces,  aid 
are  j  oft  when  they  are  cotrfbiiii- 
able  to  the  characters  of  the  feverd 
perfons.  The  fentiments  have  Hte-  « 

wife 
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irife  ft  iditei »  diiig^  M  well' IS  miosinSIiakeQiurtohtvtfdrtvn 

fmtomh  and  are  dMii  pofea  wlKn  hk  Calyban,  than  Us  Hodput  at 

th^  art  fucb  ai  act  aoapctd  tt>  the  Juliiu  Cidar:  Tlit  one  was  to  be 

ttfaftr  If  b  aiA«  ef  theTe  cales  lapplied  out  of  his  own  fanagjbiV 

Ite  poet  ende^Bii  Co  ame  or  ear-  tion,  ^ereas  the  other  nighthim 

jUim,  to  mMffdfy  or  &uni(h»  to  been  formed  Q{)Ott  tradition,  hifiory 

ssifii  love  or  haifftd»  pitjr  or  ter-  and  obfervation*    It  was  madi  ea« 

ror,  or  a&)t  other  pafflon,  we  ought  fier  therefore  for  Homer  to  And 

to  ceofidtr  whether  dM  fentiments  proper  fendments  for  an  aflembly 

ho  amIm  ofo  of  are  proper  fa*  of  Oredan  merals,  thanforM^. 

tlMfo  ends.    HoMcr  is  eenfired  b^  ton  to  diverSiRr  hfa  bfornal  coasdl 

iIk  cffWea  for  hiii  defea  as  to  this  with  proper  charaaers,  and  inf|Hre 

pjhtfcnltr  in  foteial  narts  of  the  them  with  a  rarietj  of  fentiments. 

j|iod«idOiyftijr*tho'atthefiune  The  lores  of  Dido  and  JEneas  aro 

limo  diofe  MO  hore  trsated  this  only  copies  of  what  has  paffiBd  be- 

BpoeC  widi  candor,  have  attri-  tween  other  perfeos.    A^m  and 

tUa  dtfoft  to  the  times  in  Ere  before  tl»  &H,  are  a  diibenC 

nMdh  he  llvidb     It  was  die  fanit  fpedes  hem  that  of  mankind,  who 

ct  the  9fih  «k1  not  of  Homer,  if  are   defeended   from  them ;   and 

there  waais  that  delicacy  in  feme  none  hot  a  poet  of  the  moft  un- 

of  Us  fontiments,  which  now  ap-  boonded  invention,  and  the  moft 

pean  in  the  w(vks  of  men  of  a  exquifite  judgment,  conM  have  fil- 

flinch  infcrior  genios.    Befides,  if  led  their  converfacion  and  beha- 

there  are  hlemifhes  in  any  particn-  viour  with  fo  many  apt  circum- 

lar  theeghts,  diere  is  an  infinite  fiances  during  their  fhtte  of  inno- 

beanty  in  the  greateft  part  of  them,  cence. 

In  ibort,  if  tfere  are  man^  poets  Nor  is  it  fuffident  for  an  epic 

who  woaid  not  have  fallen  meo  the  poem  to  be  filled  with  fuch  thoug^C^ 

meanneA  of  fome  of  his  (entr-  as  are  natnral,  onlefs  it  abound  slfo 


aerts,  there  aio  none-  who  could   with  fuch  as  are  fuUime.    Virrit 

oflfo- 


hofo  iMbo  op  10  the  greatnefs  of  in  this  particular  falls  fhort 

oiUrs.     Viig^   has  excelled   all  mer.    He  has  not  indeed  fo  many 

odiers  in  the  propriety  of  hb  fen-  thoughts  that  are  low  and  vulgar  ; 

'Hi.      Milion  fliines  likewife  but  at  the  fame  time  has  not  fo 

moch  in  this  particular :  Nor  many  thoughts  that  are   fublimo 

we  omit  one  confideration  and  noble.     The  truth  of  it  is, 

vshidi  adds  to  his  honor  and  re«  Vir^l  feldom  rifes  into  very  aflo« 

potatioo.    Homer  and  Virgil  in-  nifhmg  fentiments,  where  he  is  not 

tnsdaosd  perfons  whofe  chara£brs  fired  by  the  Iliad.  He  every  where 

ore  coounonly  known  amon^  men,  charms  and  pleafes  us  by  the  force 

*  feeh  aa  are  to  be  met  with  ei-  of  his  own  genius ;  but  feldom  ele- 

jo  hiiory,  or  in  ordinary  con-  vates  and  tranfports  us  where  he 

ttion.  liuIton*s  charaAers,  moft  does  not  fetch  his  hints  from  Homer* 

if  cbcm.  He  out  of  nature,  and  Milton's  chief  talent,  and  indeed 

WI0O  to  be  formed  purely  by  his  his  diftinguifhine  excellence  lies  in 

oini  ssreiidoo;    It  ftows  a  gmter  die  fubHmity  of  his  thoughts.  There 


arft 
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are  others  of  thp  Moderns  who  ri-  into  human  nature,   and  that  he 

val  him  in  every  other  part  of  poe-  knew  every  thing  which  was  the 

try ;  but  in  the  greatnels  of  his  fen-  moil  proper  to  a£d  it. 
timents  he  triumphs  over  all  the        Mr.  Dryden  has  in  fome  places* 

poets  both  modern  and    ancient,  which  I  may  hereafter  take  no« 

homer  only  excepted.    It  is  im-  dee  of,  mifreprefented  Virgil*s  way 

poflible  for  the  imagination  of  man  of  thinkine  as  to  this  paxticttlar» 

to  diftend  itfelf  wim  greater  ideas,  in  the  tranuation  he  has  ^ven  lu 

than  thofe  which  he  has  laid  toge-  of  the  i£neid.   I  do  not  remember 

ther  in  his  firft,  fecond  and  iixth  that  Homer  any  where  falls  into 

books.     The  feventh,  which  de-  the  faults  abovementioned,  which 

fcribes  the  creation  of  the  world,  were  indeed  the  falfe  refinemenfii 

is   likewife   wonderfully  fublime,  of  later  ages.    Milton,  it  mnft  be 

tho*  not  fo  apt  to  ftir  up  emotion  confeft,  has  fometimes  erred  in  thia 

in  the  mind  of  the  reader,   nor  refpcfl,  as  I  (hall  (hew  more  at 

confequently  fo  perfadt  in  the  epic  large  in  another  paper;  tho'  coa- 

way  of  writing,  becaufe  it  is  filled  fidcring  all  the  poets  of  the  age  in 

with  lefs  adion.    Let  the  judicious  which  he  writ,  were  infededwith 

reader  compare  what  Longinus  has  this  wrong  way  of  thinking,  he  ia 

obferved    on   feveral  pallages    in  rather  to  be  adinired  that  he  did 

Homer,    and  he  will  find  paral-  not  give  more  into  it,  than  that  he 

lels  for  moil  of  them  in  the  Para-  did  (ometimes  comply  with  the  vi» 

dife  Loft.  cious  tafle  which  (UU  prevails  fo 

From  what  has  been  faid   we  much  among  modem  writers. 
may  infer,  that  as  there  are  two       But  fince  feveral  thoughts  may 

kinds  of  fentiments,    the  natural  be   natural    which  are  Tow    and 

and  the  fublime,  which  are  always  groveling,  an  epic  poet  (hould  not 

to  be  purfued  in  an  heroic  poem,  only  avoid  fuch  fentiments  as  am 

there  are  alfo  two  kindb  of  thoughts  unnatural  or  affeded,  bat  alfo  fuck 

which  are  carefully  to  be  avoided,  as  are  mean  and  vulgar.    Homer 

The  firil  are  fuch  as  are  afFeded  has  opened  a  great  field  of  nl- 

and  unnatural ;  the  fecond  fuch  as  lery  to  men  of  more  delicacy  than 

are  mean  and  vulgar.     As  for  the  grcatnefs  of  genius,  by  the  home- 

firft  kind  of  thoughts  we  meet  with  unefs  of  fome  of  his  fentimems. 

little  or  nothing  that  is  like  them  But,  as  I  have  before  faid,  the(e 

in  Virgil :   He  has  none  of  thofe  are  rather  to  be  imputed  to  the 

trifling  points  and  puerilities  that  fimplicity  of  the  age  in  which  he 

are   fo   often   to  be  met  with  in  lived,   to  which  I  may  alfo  add» 

Ovid,   none  of  the  epigrammatic  of  that  which  he  defcribed,  than 

turns   of  Lucan,    none  of  thofe  to  any  imperfe£Uon  in  that  divine 

(welling  fentiments  which  are  fo  poet.  Zoilus,  among  the  Ancients» 

frequently  in  Statius  and  Claudian,  and  Monfieur  Perrault,  among  the 

none  of  thofe   mixed    enibellifh-  Modems,  pu(hed  their  ridicule  vety 

raents  of  TalTo.     Every  thing  is  far  upon  him,  on  account  of  fome*  • 

juft  and  natural.     His  fentiments  fuch  fentiments.     There  is  no  ble- 

fhow  that  he  had  a  perfect  infight  milh  to   be  obferved  in  Virgi]»    ^ 

under 
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iiDder  thii  head,  and  but  a.  vexy 
few  in  Milron. 

1  Ihall  give  but  one  inflance  of 
this  impropriety  of  thought  in  Ho- 
mer, and  at  the  fame  time  com- 
pare it  with  an  ioftance  of  the  fame 
naiure,  both  in  Virgil  and  Milton. 
Sentiments  which  raile  laiighier, 
can  very  jeldom  be  admitted  with 
hay  decency  into  an  heroic  poem, 
whofe  bufinEfs  is  to  excite  paflioni 
of  a  much  tiobler  nature.  Homer, 
however,  in  his  charaflers  of  Vul- 
can and  Therfites,  in  his  llory  of 
Mars  and  Venus,  in  his  behaviour 
of  lru3,  and  in  other  parages,  has 
been  obferved  to  have  lapfed  into 
(he  burlefque  charaflcr,  and  lo 
have  departed  from  that  ferious 
air  which  feemi  cITnniia]  to  the 
magnificence  of  an  epic  poem.  I 
■emenibeT  but  one  laugh  in  the 
whole  Mood,  which  rifes  in  the 
fifth  book  upon  Montctes,  where 
he  i«  repreloitcd  as  thuwn  over- 
boAld.  and  df^^  himfclf  upon  a 
rock.  But  thu  piece  of  mirth  is  fo 
irdl  timed,  that  the  fevered  critic 
can  have  nothing  to  fay  againft  it, 
6x  it  it  in  the  book  of  games  and 
diveifoni,  where  the  reader's  mind 
\  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  fulficicntly 
relaxed  for  uich  an  entertainment. 
The  only  piece  of  pleasantry  in  Pa- 
radife  Loft,  i»  where  the  evil  fpints 
are  defcribed  as  rallying  the  Angels 
opon  the  litccefs  of  their  new  in- 
vented aniller}'.  This  parage  I 
look  opoa  to  be  the  moA  excep- 
*'■"*'''-  in  the  whole  poem,  as  be- 
iav  nothing  clfe  but  a  firing  of  puns, 
■M  ibofe  too  very  indiAerent. 

—~-  Satan  beheld  their  plight, 
Aui  to  hi*  mates  thus  in  derifion 
callU 


O  Friends,  why  come  not  on  tfaefa 
viflors  proud ! 
Ere  while  they  fierce  were  coming, 

and  when  we. 
To  entertain  them  fair  widitfDi 

And  bread,  {what  could  we  more) 
propounded  terms 

Qi  camfifiiion  i  Ilriit  they  chang'il 
their  minds, 

Flew  off,  aod  into  ((range  vaga- 
ries fell. 

As  they  would  dance,  yet  for  a 
dance  they  feem"d 

Somewhat  extravagant  and  wild,  t 

perhaps 

For  joy  of  offer'd  peace ;  but  I  fup-         | 
pofe  ^ 

If  our  propofals  once  again  were 

We  Ihould  compel  them  to  a  quick 

»fult. 
To  whom  thus  Belial  in  like 

gamefome  mood. 
Leader,  the  terms  we  fent,  were 

terms  ef  •wtigbt,  ! 

Of  bar  J  ccnttnti,  and  fiiU  of  force 

urg'd  home, 
Soch  as  we  might  perceive  amus'd 

them  all, 
f'tsA  fiunAlid  many ;  who  receives 

ihem  right. 
Had  need,  from  head  to  foot,  well 

laitTfland; 
Not  underfioai,  this  gift  they  have 

befides, 
They  fhow  u>  when  our  foes  'weik 

net  upright. 
Thus  they  among  therofclves  in 

cJcafant  vein 
Stood  fco&ing  ~-^ 

HAVING  already  treated  of 

the  fable,  the  charadters  and  fenti- 

mcnts  in  the  Paradife  Loft,  we  are 

in  the  lafl  place  to  confider  the 

language ; 
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language ;  and  as  the  learned  world 
is  very  much  divided  upon  Milton 
as  to  this  point,  I  hope  they  will 
cxcufe  me  it  I  appear  particular  in 
any  of  my  opinions,  and  incline 
to  thofe  who  Judge  the  moft  ad- 
vantageoufly  of  the  author. 

It  is  requifite  that  the  language 
of  an  heroic  poem  ihould  be  both 
perfpicuous  and  fublime.  In  pro- 
portion as  either  of  thefe  two  qua- 
lities are  wantine,  the  language  is 
imperfcd.  Peripicuity  is  the  firft 
and  moft  neceiTary  qualification ;  in- 
fomuch  that  a  good-natur*d  reader 
fometimes  overlooks  a  little  flip 
even  in  the  grammar  or  fyntax, 
where  it  is  impoffible  for  him  to 
miftake  the  poet*s  fenfe.  Of  this 
kind  is  that  paflage  in  Milton, 
wherein  he  fpeaks  S  Satan. 

God  and  his  Son  except. 


Created  thing  nought  valu*d  he 
nor  ihunn*d. 

And  that  in  which  he  defcribes 
Adam  and  Eve. 

Adam  the  goodlieft  man  of  men 

iince  bom 
His  fons,  the  faireft  of  her  daugh- 
ters Eve. 

It  Is  plain,  that  in  the  former  of 
thefe  paflages,  according  to  the 
natural  fy ntax,  the  divine  Perfons 
mentioned  in  the  firft  line  are  re- 
prefented  as  created  beings;  and 
that  in  the  other,  Adam  and  Eve 
are  confounded  with  their  fons  and 
daughters.  Such  little  blemiihes 
as  thefe,  when  the  thought  is  great 
and  natural,  we  (hould,  with  Ho- 
race, impute  to  a  pardonable  in- 
advertency, or  to  the  weaknefs  of 
buman  nature^   which  cannot  at- 


tend to  each  minute  partiadar,  and 
give  the  lafl:  finiihing  to  every  cir« 
cumftance  in  fo  long  a  worfc.  The 
ancient  critics  therefore,  who  werv 
adted  by  a  fpirit  of  candor,  rather 
than  that  of  cavilling,  invenfied 
certain  figures  of  fpeech,  on  pur* 
pofe  to  palliate  little  erron  ofthii 
nature  in  the  writings  of  tho&  an* 
thors  who  had  fo  many  greater 
beauties  to  atone  for  them. 

If  deameis  and  perfpicuity  weit 
only  to  be  confiuted,  the  poet 
would  have  nothing  elfe  to  do  bat 
to  clothe  his  thoughts  in  the  aoC 
plain  and  natural  expreffions.  BfK 
unce  it  often  happens  that  the  mot 
obvious  phrafes,  and  thofe  firhich 
are  ufed  in  ordinary  coavcrbtaao, 
become  too  familiar  to  the  ear,  anl 
contrad  a  kind  of  meanods  fay 
pafiing  through  the  moudu  of  tht 
vulgar,  a  poet  ihould  take  partial- 
lar  care  to  guard  himfdf'^^gainft 
idiomatic  ways  of  fpeaking.  Ovii 
and  Lucan  have  many  poomc&i 
of  expreflion  upon  this  account;  m 
taking  up  with  the  iiSt  phrafes  thai 
offered,  without  putting  themielTM 
to  the  trouble  of  looking  after  fuch 
as  would  not  only  be  natural,  boK 
alfo  elevated  and  fublime.  MikoB  i 
has  but  a  few  failings  in  this  kind* 
of  which,  however,  you  may  meet 
with  fome  infbmces,  as  in  chc  ibl« 
lowing  paflages. 

Embrio^s  and  idiots,  eremites  aal 

friers: 
fFhite,   hlnck  and  ^o^,  widi  iB 

their  U-umfery^  j 

Here  pilgrims  roam  ■  | 

A  while  difcourfe  they  hold, 

Nofiar  left  dimur  cool^  when  thai 

began 
Our  author  ■ 
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agej  to  fleeced,  bat 

I  lum  brought  by  me, 
rfe 

III  fare  our  ancellor 

vaji  tbari  jUam 

lailers  in  compofiiion 
ell  ihat  many  an  ele- 
lecomcs   improper  for 

by  common  ufe.  For 
ie  works  of  aricient 
:h  are  written  in  dead 
lave  a  greac  advaa- 
lofe  which  are  writ- 
ges  that  are  now  fpo- 
here  any  mean  phrafes 
,  Virgil  and  Homer, 
not  ffiock  the  ear  of 
rate  modem  reader,  fo 
'  would  have  done  that 
ireck  or  Roman,  be- 
;ver  hear  them  pro- 
lur  (trects,  or  in  ordi- 

lerefore  fjfiicient,  that 
of  an  epic  poem  be 
inlefs  itbe  alfo  fublimc. 
[  it  ought  to  deviate 
mm  on  forms  and  or- 
fes  of  fpeech.  The 
'  a  poec  very  much 
If  in  rtiunning  the  eom- 
of  expreJSon,  without 
iich  ways  of  fpeech  as 
tiff  and  unnatural ;  he 

II  imo  a  falfc  ("lihlime. 
ig  to  avoid  tfae  other 
aoQg  the  Greeks,  JE{- 

fometimes  Sophocles 
of  this  /ault  I  among 
Claudian  and  Statius; 

our  own  Couatry- 
efpear  and  Lee.     In 


thefe  authors  the  affci^tion  of 
greatners  often  hurts  the  pcrfpi- 
cuiiy  of  the  Hile,  as  in  many  othen 
the  endcvor  after  perfpicuity  pre- 
judices itsgreatnefi. 

Aridole  has  obfervcd,  tliat  the 
idiomatic  (tile  may  be  avoided,  and 
the  fublime  formed,  by  the  fblloW' 
ing  methodc,  Firil,  by  the  ufe  of 
metaphors:  fuchareihofeiaMilton. 
ImfaraJii'J  in  one  another'i  arms. 

And  in  his  hand  a  reed 

Stood  waving  tifi  with  fire. — ~ 
The  graffy  clods  now  cahi'ti.  —  - 
SfoKglid  with  eyei       '    ■ 

In  ihcfe  and  innumerable  other 
inftances,  the  metaphors  are  very 
bold  but  juft;  I  muft  however  oh- 
fcrve,  that  the  roetaphor;  are  not 
thick  fown  in  Milton,  which  al- 
ways favors  too  much  of  wit ;  that 
they  never  clalli  with  one  another, 
which,  as  Ariftotle  obfervcs,  turnt 
afentenceinio  a  kindof  ancnignui 
or  riddle ;  and  chat  he  feldom  baa 
reeourfc  to  diem  where  die  proper* 
and  natural  words  will  do  as  w«ll. 

Another  way  of  raifmg  [he  lan- 
guage, and  giving  it  a  poetical 
turn,  is  to  make  ule  of  the  idioms 
of  other  tongues.  Virgil  is  full  of 
the  Greek  forms  of  fpeech,  which 
the  critics  call  HcUcnifms,  as  Ho- 
race in  hi?  odes  abounds  with  them 
much  more  than  Virgil.  I  need  not 
mention  the  fevcral  dialed  wliich 
Homer  has  made  ufc  of  for  tliii 
end.  Milton  in  confgrmiiy  with 
the  pratUce  of  the  ancicnl  poets, 
and  with  Ariftotle's  rule,  has  in- 
fufed  a  great  man/  Latinifnis  oa 
well  as  .GraHJfiof,  and  fometimei 
Hebtaifms,  into  the  language  of 
his  poeiQ ;  a«  towaidt  tlifi  MgUt- 
ning  of  it, 

*  Mr 
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AVdid  they  w/  perceive  the  evU  you  obferve  the  meafure  of  iS$ 

plidit  verfe,  he  his  with  ereat  jodgmeit 

In  whidi  they  were,  cr  the  fierce  fupprcffcd    a    fyllable    in  Icvcral 

pains  not /if  I,  words,  and  (hortned  thofe  of  two 

Yet  /t  their  gcnerars  voice  they  fyllables  into  one,  by  which  me- 

foon  obeyed.  thod,  befides  the  above-mentiened 

— Who  ftiall  tempt  with  wand'ring  advantage,  he  has  given  a  greater 

feet  variety  to  his  numbers.     But  thii 

•  The  dark  unbottom'd  infinite  a-  praftice  is  more  particularly  re- 

byfs,  markable  in  the  names  of  perfons 

And  through  die  palfabU  oh/curt  and  of  countries,  as  Betlzehyh,  Hefi 

find  out  fehtmj  and  in  many  other  particn- 

His  uncouth  way,  or  fpread  his  lars,  wherein  he  has  either  AangcJ 

airy  flight  the  name,  or  made  ufe  of  that 
Upborne  with  indefatigable  wings  which  is  not  the  moll  commonly 
Over  the  'vaft  abritpt !  known,  that  he  might  the  better 
So  both  afcend  ^T"  ^"^  *^  language  of  die 

InthevifionsofGod —    B.  ii.   ^"fej*"- ^  r  j^ 

The  fame  reafon  recommended 

Under  this  head  may  be  reckoned  to  him  feveral  old  words,  which 

the  placing  the  adjedive  after  the  alfo  makes  his  poem  appear  die 
fubftantive,    the    tranfpofition    of  more   venerable,    and  gives  it  t 

words,   the  turning  the  adjedive  greater  air  of  antiquity, 
into    a   fubftantive,    with  feveral       I  mud  like  wife  take  notice,  fliaf 

other  foreign  modes    of  fpeech,  there  are  in  Milton  feveral  wonb 

which  this  poet  has  naturalized  to  of  his  own  coining,  as  CerBerewt^] 

give  his  verfe  the  greater  found,  mifcreaud^  Hill-dooind,  embryom  a* 

and  throw  it  out  of  profe.  toms,   and  many  others.      If  die 

The  third  method  mendoned  by  reader  is  offended  at  this  liberiy' 
Ariftotle,  is  what  agrees  with  the  in  our  Englifh  poet,  I  would  re- 
genius  of  the  Greek  language  more  commend  him  to  a  diicoarfe   ia. 
than  with  that  of  any  odier  tongue,  Plutarch,  which  fhows  us  how  fi«-:^ 
and  is  therefore  more  ufed  by  Ho-  quently  Homer  has  made  ufe  oT^ 
mer  than  by  any  other  poet.     I  the  fame  liberty. 
mean  the  lengthning  of  a  phrafe       Milton  by  the  above-mendoned 
by  the  addition  of  words',  which  helps,  and  by  the  choice  of  the 
may  either  be  inferted  or  omitted,  nobleft  words  and  phrafes  which 
as  alfo  by  the  extending  or  con-  our  tongue  would  aftbrd  him,  hu^ 
trading  of  particular  woras  by  the  carried  our  language  to  a  mvttt. 
infertion  or  omiflion  of  certain  fyl-  highth   than  any  of  the    Eng^ift' 
lables.    Milton  has  put  in  pradice  poets   have  ever  done  before  6^ 
this  method  of  raifing  his  language,  after  him,  and  made  the  fnblimicr''   ' 
as  far  as  the  nature  of  our  tongue  of  his  ilile  equal  to  that  of  hsi 
will  permit,  as  in  the  pafTage  above-  fentiments. 

mendoned,   irendtt^   for  what   is       I  have  been  the  more  particall^ 

hermite,  in  conunon  ^ifcourfc.    If  in  the fe  obfervadont  on  Miltoft^ 
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ftile,  tMcaafe  it  is  that  part  of  him  revcral  eliAoni,   that  are  not  cu 

in  which  he  appears  che  mod  Gngu-  flomary  among  other  Enelifh  poeOi 

tar.      The  retnarlu  I  have  here  as  may  be  particularly  abferved  in 

made  ujwn  the  prafUce  of  Oiher  his  cutting  ofF  the  letter  y,  when 

poets,  with  my  oblervations  out  of  it  precedes  a  vowel.    This,    and 

Anflode,  will  perhaps  alleviate  the  fome  other  innovations  in  the  mea- 

piejudicc  which  fome  have  taken  fure  of  his  verfe,  has  varied  lui 

to  bis  poem  upon  this  account;  numbers,    in  fuch  a  manner,    aa 

tho'  after  all,  I  tniilt  confefs,  that  makes  them  incapable  of  (iulating 

I  thinit  hi;  ftile,  iho'  admirable  in  the  ear  and   cloying  the  reader. 

general,  is  in  fome  places  too  much  which  the  fame  uniform  meafurc 

Stfiened  and  obfcured  by  the  fre-  would  certainly  have  done,    and 

quent  ufe  of  thofe  methods,  which  which  the  perpetual  returns  of  rime 

Ariilotle  has  prefcribed  for  the  raif-  never  fail  to  do  in  long  narrative 

i&g  of  it.  poems.     1    fhall  clofe    thefe    re- 

This  redundancy  of  thofe  fcvc^  fleftjons  upon  the  language  of  Pa- 

Ml  ways  of  fpeeeh  which  Ariftotle  radife   Loft,    with  obferving  that 

calli  foreign  language,    and  with  Milton  has  copied  after  Homer, 

which  Milton  has  io  very  much  rather  than  Virgil,  in  the  length  of 

enriched,  and  in  fome  places  dark-  his  periods,  the  copioufnefs  of  his 

Dcd  the  language  of  his  poem,  was  phrafes,   and  the  running  of  hit 

ihe  more  proper  for  his  ufe,  be-  verfcs  into  one  another. 
caufe  his  poem  is  written  in  blank 

verfc.    Rime  without  any  other  af-       I  HAVE  now  confider'd  Milton'* 

fiftance,   throws  the  language  off  Paradifc  LoA  under  thofe  four  great 

from  profe,  and  very  often  makci  heads  of  the  fable,  the  charafters,  ^ 

an    indifferent  phraie  pafs    unre-  the  fentiments,  and  the  language ; 

garded;    but  where  the   verfc    a  and  have  fhown  that  he  excels,  in 

not  built  upon  rimes,  there  pomp  general,  under  each  of  thefe  heads. 

of  found,    and  energy  of  expref-  1  hope  that  1  have  made  feveral 

Saa,  are  indifpenfably  necefTary  to  difcoverics  which  may  appear  new; 

^fapport  the  Ilile,  and  keep  it  from  even   to  thole  who  are  verfed  in 

■UUng  into  the  flatnefs  of  profe.  critical  learning.     Were  1  indeed 

Thofe  who  have  not  a  lafte  for  to  choofe  my  readers,    by  whofe 

thif  ctevadon  of  lUle,  and  are  apt  judgment  I   would  ftand  or  fall, 

ta  ndicule  a  poet  when  he  goes  out  they  Ihould  not  be  fuch  as  are  ac- 

of  die  commtm  forms  of  e^ref-  quainied  only  with  the  French  and 

ioa.    would  do  well  to  fee  how  Italian  cridcs,  but  alfo  with  the  an- 

Anftotle  has  treated  an  ancient  au-  cient  and  modern  whd  have  wriiteil 

called  Euclid,  for  his  infipid  in  either  of  the  learned  languages, 

■inb  upon  this  occafion.   Mr.  Dry-  Above  all.  I  would  have  them  well 

dm  ofed  to  call  this  fort  of  men  hii  verfedin  the  Greek  andLatin  poets, 

pofe-critics,  without   which  a  man  very  ofteo 

1  ffaould,  under  this  head  of  the  fancies  that  he  underftand?  a  critic, 

_— *Eua^,  conlider  Milton's  num-  when  in  reality  he  does  not  com' 

kn,  in  which  he  hai  made  ufe  of  prehend  hii  meaoing. 

V«i-.  I.  1  u 


A  Critique  on  tbe  Pa  R  A  D  i  s  s  L  o  s tJ 


It  is  in  critidimy  as  in  all  other 
fciences  and  fpeculadons ;  one  who 
brings  with  him  any  implicit  no- 
tions and  obfervations  which  he  has 
made  in  his  reading  of  the  poets, 
will  find  his  own  refledUons  me- 
thodized and  explained,  and  per- 
liaps  ieveral  little  hints  that  nad 
pafled  in  his  mind,  perfeded  and 
aproTed  in  the  wortcs  of  a  good 
critic;  whereas  one  who  has  not 
thefe  previous  lights,  is  very  often 
an  utter  fh-anger  to  what  he  reads, 
and  apt  to  put  a  wrong  interpreta- 
tion upon  it. 

Nor  is  it  fufficient,  that  a  man 
who  fets  up  for  a  judge  in  criti- 
cifm,  fhould  have  penned  the  au- 
thors above-mentioned,  unlefs  he 
has  alfo  a  clear  and  logical  head. 
Without  this  talent  he  is  perpetually 
puzzled  and  perplexed  amidll  his 
own  blunders,  miflakes  the  fenfe  of 
chofe  he  would  confute,  or  if  he 
chances  to  think  right,  does  not 
know  how  to  convey  his  thoughts 
to  another  with  cleamefs  and  per- 
ipicuity.  Ariflotle,  who  was  the 
bcfl  critic,  was  alfo  one  of  the  bed 
logicians  that  ever  appeared  in  the 
world. 

Mr.  Lock's  Eflav  on  Human  Un- 
derflanding  would  oe  thought  a  very 
odd  book  for  a  man  to  make  him- 
felf  mailer  of,  who  would  get  a  re- 
putation by  critical  writings;  tho* 
at  the  fame  time  it  is  very  certain, 
that  an  author,  who  has  not  learn- 
ed the  art  of  dilUnguifhing  between 
words  and  things,  and  of  ranging 
his  thoughts,  and  fetting  them  in 
proper  lights,  whatever  notions  he 
may  have,  will  lofe  himfelf  in  con- 
fufion  and  oBfcurity.  I  might  fur- 
ther obrer\'e>  that  there  is  not  a 


Greek  or  Latin  critic  who  kas  adi 
fhown,  even  in  the  ftile  of  his  cri- 
ticiiins,  that  he  was  a  maftcr  of  aO 
the  elegance  and  delicacy  of  his  ]ia« 
tive  tongue. 

The  truth  of  it  is,  there  is  no- 
thing more  abfurd  than  for  a  maf 
to  &t  up  for  a  critic,  withoot  a 
good  infight  into  all  die  parts  of 
feaming;  whereas  many  of  Aob 
who  have  endevored  to  fignalize 
themfelves  by  works  of  this  natnie 
among  our  Engliih  writers*  are  not 
only  defedUve  in  the  abovtmdt 
tioned  particulars,  but  plainly  dS 
cover  by  the  phrafes  which  diej 
make  ufe  of,  and  by  their  confided 
way  of  thinlcing,  that  they  are  hot 
acquainted  with  the  moft  comfflOD 
and  ordinary  fyftems  of  arts  and 
fciences.  A  few  general  rules  ez« 
trafled  out  of  the  French  antfaon» 
with  a  certain  cant  of  words,  has 
fometimes  fet  up  an  illiterate  heaiy 
writer  for  a  moft  judicious  « 
formidable  critic. 

One  great  mark,  by  which  jM 
may  diicover  a  critic  who  m; 
neither  tafte  nor  learninj^  is  Am 
that  he  feldom  ventures  tt}  prA 
any  paflage  in  an  attthor  whiA 
has  not  been  before  received. 
applauded  by  the  public,  and 
his  criticifm  turns  wholly  apda 
little  faults  and  errors.  This  pAit 
of  a  critic  is  fo  very  eafy  tb  Mi 
ceed  in,  that  we  find  every  ordva^T 
reader,  upon  the  publiflung  of  ff 
new  poem,  has  wit  and  iU-natvia 
enough  to  turn  feveral  paflagp  of 
it  into  ridicule^  and  very  oAO' 
in  the  right  place.  This  Mr.  D17*'' 
den  has  very  agreeably  rrmaikdjj . 
in  thole  two  celebrated  lines*  ! 


rhique  on  the  Pa  r  a  d  i  s  e  Lo  s  t. 

Iraws,  upon  the  fur- 


Id  fcarch  for  pearls 
beJow. 

oaglit  to  dwell  n- 
llencies  than  imper- 
fcover  the  concealed 

orld  fuch  thing]  ai 
'  obfervauon.  The 
words  and  finell 
author  ore  thofe 
EH  appear  the  moll 
EAceptionnblc  to  a 
5  a  reliih  for  polite 
hey  are  thefe,  which 
;uilhing  critic  gene- 
ith  the  greateft  I'io- 
obferves,  chat  it  is 
and  or  tix  a  mark 
:alli  verbam  ardeni, 
>  rendered  into  £ng> 
iKiId  expreffiOD,  and 
idknle  by  a  cold  ill- 
m.  A  tittle  wit  is 
!  of  cxpoling  a  beau- 
Snvatiog  a  fault; 
t  a  treatment  of  an 
|r  produces  indigo  a- 
d  of  an  underfiand- 
lai'  however  its  ef- 
gueralUy  of  thofe 
U  falls  into,  the 
icind  being  very  apt 
rsry  thing  which  is 
1  any  mixture  of  wit, 
itfelf. 

1  as  this,  it  alwsy* 
a  a  critic,  as  it  ra- 
the reader  than  con- 
1  it  capable  of  mak- 
u  well  as  a  blemifli, 
detilion.  A  man, 
nte  with  wit  on  a 
ti  dull  and  Aufid, 


but  one  who  (hows  it  in  an  impro- 
per place,  is  as  impertinent  and  ab- 
furd.  Belides,  a  man  who  has  tha 
gilt  of  ridicule,  is  apt  to  find  fault 
with  ait)'  thine  that  gives  him  an 
opportunity  of  exerting  his  beloved 
talent,  and  very  often  cenfures  a 
pallage,  not  becaufe  there  is  any  * 
fault  in  it,  but  bccaufe  he  can  be 
merry  upon  iL  Such  kinds  of  pica' 
fantry  are  very  unfair  and  difingc- 
nnous  in  workj  of  criiicifro,  in 
which  the  greateft  mal^ri,  both 
ancient  and  modem,  have  alwa}^  < 
appeared  with  a  ferious  and  In- 
flnidive  air. 

As  I  intend  in  my  next  paper  to 
/how  the  defcfls  in  Milton's  Paru- 
dife  Loft,  I  thought  fit  to  prcmifu 
thcle  feiv   particulars,    to  the  end 
that  tlie  reader  rnay  know  I  enter 
upon  it,  ai  on  a  very  ungruefnl 
work,  and  that  I  fltaB  juft  point  at 
the  imperfefUons,    widiout  «nda» 
voring  to  inflame  them  whh  ridi- 
cules    J  muJt  aUb  obferve   witk. 
Longiaus,  that  the  piodnAiOns  tiP? 
a  great  genius,  wilt  manylapfci  ' 
and  inadvcrteitda,   are  infinitely-   . 
preferable  to  the  works  of  an  infe^!  ^j,' 
rior  kind  of  author,  which  are  fcru- 
pnlouflycxaS  aadconfbnnable  to         ' 
all  the  rales  of  coirea  writing. 

I  Hull  ctMidude  my  paper  with  « 
flory  oat  of  Bocoalini,  which  fn&. 
dcncly  OiOwi  ui  the  opinion  that 
judicions  aothor  eatcrtamed  of  the 
fort  of  critks  I  have  been  here  ' 
mentioning    A  famoui  critic,  (lyt 
he,  having  gadiered  together  all  ^ 
the  fault*  of  an  eminent  poet,  mada  ■   - 
a  prefent  of  them  to  Apollo,  who 
received  them  very  gracioufly,  and 
refolved  to  make  the  author  a  fuiti-'  .* 
able  return  for  the  trouble  he  had  ^ 
been  at  in    colIeOing  them.'    In,     < 

I  z  '        order" 
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order  to  ihii,  he  fet  before  him  a  Adam  and  Eve  finkiog  frOin  &  ftate 

facie  of  wbcat  u  ii  had  been  jufl  of  innocence  and  happinds  into 

tkrcfhedoucof  the  (heaf.   He  then  the  moll  abjeQ  condition  of  lia 

bid  him  pick  out  the  chaff  from  and  forrow. 

Knoiw  the  corn,  and  lay  it  afide       The  moft  taking  tragedies  amoDg 

by  idelf.    The  critic  applied  him-  the  Ancients  were  built  on  tUi  laE 

^  to  the  talk  with  great  induftiy  fort  of  implex  fable,  porticaUriy 

udtileafure,  and  after  having  made  the  tragedj'of  CEdtpus,  whkhpro- 

the<iuelepjation,waiprefcntedby  ceeds  upon  a  ftory,  if  we  nuy  be- 

Apollo  with  the  chaff  for  bis  paini.  lieve  Ariftotle,  the  moft  proper  for 
tragedy  that  could  be  inveiited  bjr 

AFTER  what  I  hare faid,  I  the  wit  of  man.    I  have  taken 

fluU  enter  on  the  fubjeA  without  fome  pains  in  a  former  n^er  to 

ftnher  preface,  and  remark  chefe-  fhow,  that  this  kind  of  implex  lUil^ 

.  veral  defeds  which  appear  in  the  wherein  the  event  ii  ni]ha|^,  it> 

hble,    the    charaAers,    the  fenti-  more  apt  to  afieA  an  audietice  dian 

meots,  and  the  language  of  Mil-  that  of  the  firfi  kind;  notwithftand- 

ton's  Paradife  Loll;  not  doobtSng  ing  many  excellent  piece*  junong 

but  the  reader  will  pardon  me,  if  I  the  Ancients,   as  wdl  at  moft  irt 

allege  at  the  fame  time  whatever  thofe  which  have  been  written  of 

may  be  faid  for  the  cictenaation  of  late  yean  in  onr  own  coimtiT,  an 

fudidefefb.  Thelirftimperfetlion  ratfed  upon  contrary  plans.    I  moft 

which  IDiall  obferve  in  the  fable  i],  however  own,    that  I  think  this 

that  the  event  of  it  is  unhappy.  kind  of  fable,  which  is  the  moft 

The  fable  of  every  poem  is  ac-  pcrfcft  in  tragedy,  is  not  fo  pfopcr 

;  cording  to  Ariftotle's  divifion  either  for  an  heroic  poem. 
£mpleorimpIex.  It  is  called  fimple        Milton  Teems  to  have  been  fen- ' 

when  there  IS  no  change  of  fortune  fible  of  this  imperfefiion  in  hit 

in  it,  implex  when  the  fortune  of  fable,  and  has  therefore  e:  *  * 

,  the  ehief^ador  changes  from  bad  to  to  cure  it  by  feveral  ex] 

■  good,  or  ftom  goocT to  bad.     The  particularly  by    the   mot 

implex  fable  is  thoucbt  the  moft  which  the  great  adverfaryoT  wu- 

perfed;    I  fuppofe,    Dccaufe  it  is  kind  meets  with  upon  hii  retmn  to ' ' 

aiore  proper  to  llir  up  the  palSons  the  alTcmbly  of  infernal  Sphrits,  it 

of  the  reader,  and  to  fut^infe  him  it  is  defcribed  in  a  bcantilii]  wf- 

withagreatervarietyof  accidents,  fage  of  the  tenth  book ;  nd  like- 

The  implex  fable  it  therefore  of  wife  by  the  vifion,  wherein  Adam 

two  Icinds :    In  the  firft  the  chief  at  the  clofe  of  the  poem  feet  hit 


xEtot  makes  his  way  through  a  long  ofspring  triumphing  over  his  petf 

feries  of  daneersanddifficuhles, tiU  enemy,  and  himfdf  refiond  id  a 

be  arrives  at  nonor  and  pro^erity,  hajipicr  Paradife  than  th 

as  we  fee  in  the  flory  of  Ulyfies.  In  which  he  fell. 
the  fecoml,  the  chief  ador  in  the      There  it  another  objeOio 

poem  falls  from  fome  eminent  pitch  Milton's  fable,  which  is  it 

>  of  honor  and  profpetity  into  mi-  moft  the  fame  with  the  fan 

&ry  and  difgrace.     Thai  we  fee  placcdinadifiiffeiit  light. 


^  Jk.  Cridqne  on  the  PAXA.i>Xftc  Lott,    ' 

-  lilt  dwli^Ot'^Fandife  Loft  Ariflodeftfatthen&orofuilis-  fii 
itmSmtelA^umhfaameanii  rnc  poem  Aumtd  ■KMom  Tpe^  * 
wutA  for  hii  comaa.    Thii  jnva  Umiiuf,  but  dinw  u  much  oF  hi* 
orTigw  IB  Mf.  DrjtfBK'i  refleffion,  wwk  u  he  cm  into  the  ntethtjaCk.  ^ 
4|MS.#«Deril  wuiamlitrMa-  thole  who  ue  hu  prindpalKlm    f. 
#lrtiiii».  ZtUaklhweobntnd  Ariflode  U»  ^tm  no  nitbo  It.^^ 

•  ll#  dUiOiuii  in  iwr^'ft  paper.  The  thii  precept  i  Dot  I  pMfiuw  wh', 
FamSe  X.oC  b  u  ejnc,  or  >  nar-  becufe  the  nliid  of  thfa  luiJUllit'' 
ntn»po«.  nd  he  thn  looki  for  more  twedfnd  efenteiiivhao  te  ■' 
'•B  iHn  ia  i^  feuche*  for  thiit  hcan  JEatu  or  Adullei '  ^MilC^ 
■«UA  IBtM  aew  intended  j  but  dunwhcn^f^orliMnertatkte^f 
'if  Wl#l-aMdfbi AewuMofatt  their omi perTons.  fiefideith«t«f>  «  . 
^^■IB vdnMvwrfial in  i^ 'til cer-  fiuniiwdiechniifierof«DeiniiM4t  ;-*  i 
WfltU^imMdbh  k  the  hero,  both  man  u  apt  to  &re  the  im^^nndoil.  *-» 

-  M  ihtfuJKwd  aAiDB.  and  in  the  tad  raile  die  ideal  of  the  »thor.« ' 
dM  j^aJtfc  Paanifin  could  Tully  telli  n,  mentionfaw  fate  dia<  ' 
■oc  fnsiai.  oqt «  reu  aaion  for  a  logne  of  oU-aee,  in  irium  Cau  b    ' 

'AbloDontar  Aan  thuoftheHJad  the  chief  fpeaKer,  that  opMi  a  re-     /\ 

or  JE^ajd,  and  therefore  an  hea-  view  of  it  be  was  agreeably  impo-     * 

^en  could  not  form  a  higher  no-  fed 'upon,  and  fancied  that  it  was      -  ^ 

tioa  of  a  poem  than  one  of  th»t  Cato,  and  not  he  bimfelf,  who  ut-      -  * 

.  kind  whioi  they  call  an  heroic,  tered  his  thoughts  on  that  fubjeA. 
■Whether  Milton's  is  not  of  a  fub-        If  the  rca<^r  would  bo  at  die 

limor  sMnre  I  will  not  prefutne  to  pains  to  fee  how  the  ftory  of  the 

determin:  It  is  fulGcicm    that  I  Iliad  and  j£ncid  is  delivered  br 

fbow  there  i>  in  the  Paradile  Loft  thofc  perfons  who  aft  in  it,  he.wiU 

-  aH  the  creatncTs  of  plan,  reguJa-  l>e  furprifed  to  find  how  little  in  ei> 

119  of  dcfigtt,  and  maAerly  beau-  ther  of  chcTe  poems  proceeds  fron     .,  ^ 

tiea  whidi  wc  difcovcr  in  Homer  the  authors.     Milton  has,  in  the    ' 

aad  VimL  general  difpofitlon  of  bis    fabl^  ' 

I  mnfl  in  the  next  place  obferre,  very  finely  obferved  this  great  rulei 

Aat  Milton  has  interwoven  in  the  inromuch,    that  there  is  fcarce  a     ■"  * 

-texture  of  his  fable  fome  particu-  third  part  of  it  which  comes  from   . 

Jan-  which  do  not   feem  to  have  the  poet;  the  reft  ii  fpoken  either 

ptobatality  enough    for    an  epic  by  Adam  and  Eve,  or  by  fome  eoed  • 

foaa,  particularly   in  the  a£lion>  or  evil  Spirit  who  is  ensaged  either    . 

.  whidi  M  afcribes  to  Sin  and  Death,  in  their  delbuftion  or  dcfcnfc. 
aad  the  pidore  which  he  draws  of       From  what  has  been  here  ob* 

the  linibo  of  Vanity-)  with  other  ferved,  it  appean,  that  digrelTiona 

fadagas  in  the  fecona  booh.    Such  are  by  no  means  to  be  allowed  of 

aUegoiies  rather  favor  of  the  fplrit  in  an  epic  poem.  If  the  poet,  even 

;  ef  bpcnter  and  Ariofto,  than  of  in  the  ordinary  cooWe  of  hi)  nar- 

HoqKT  and  Virgil.  ration,  fhould  fpeak  as  litde  as  pof«^       ,^ 

In  the  ftnAnre  of  this  poem  he  fible,  he  Ihoula  certainly  never  let"    .  ' ' 

hat  Ukewifie  admitted  of  too  many  bis  narration  Aeep  for  ihe  fake  of    • 

(MSKflioni.  It  ii  finely  obferved  hy  any  reflcftiont  of  bii  own.  I  hirro 
I  J  oftc« 
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often  oUerrcd,  with  x  &cret  admi-  beantyindicfaTaJKd^^iAtMAit 
ruJon,  tbu  the  lougeft  rcfltflion  J  would  not  with  QiBm  ow  tf  Ui- 
in  the  .£iieijd  ii  in  uu  paJIage  of   poem. 

the  tenth  book,  where  Turuui  is  I  have,  in  aformer  pttpVi  (pm- 
KpreTented  as  dreffing  himlelf  in  ken  of  the  chanften  of  I"*'  ' 
the  fpoili  of  Pallas,  whom  he  had    Faradife  Loft,   uA  i     ' 


.  Virgil  here  lets  his  fablcfland  opinion,  as  to  the  allmttical  pa-*- 

;SiU  for  ue  fake  of  the  foJlowing  fonswhoaTeiotroduccaiii'tt. 
remark.     "  How  is  the  miad  ^        If  we  look  into  the  frliiitf— r^ 

"  man  ignoraot  of  fiituritx,    and  think  they  are  fomedinct  iabtSn 

•'  tmable  to  bear  profperous  for-  under  the  fbllowine  hndi)  Fill. 

"  tune  with  moderation  I  The  time  as  there  are  fitveru  of  tboi  tM 

"  will  come  when   Tumus   (hall  much  pointed,  ud  (onw  Aat  dx- 

"  wiih  that  he  luul  left  the  body  of  generate  even  into  pamia.  Of  4ritt 

•■  Pallat  nntouchcd,  and  curie  the  laAkiiMl,  1  am  afraid  iitkt  is  W^ 

"  day  on  which  he  diellcd  himfelf  fiift  book,  where  IpeaUu  qf  A* 

"  in  thefe  fpoili."     As  the  great  pigmies,  he  rfll*  them 
ereot  of  the  £neld,  and  the  death  i.    /■     n  ■  ^    _ 

of  Tumus,  whom  JEneu  flew,  be-        ,„— T  ">«  ""»"  "S***^ 

caufe  he  faw  him  adorned  with  the        **  ""  d  on  by  cranes 

ipoils  of  Pallas,  turns  upon  this  in-        Anodier  blemifli  that  •ppcaa  it 

cident,  Virgil  went  out  of  his  way  fame  of  hi*  thoughts,  ia  Lb  fie* 

to  make  ttus  reflexion    upon    it,  quent  alloiion  to  hcatlMB  AblSt 

withoat  which  fo  fmall  a  circum-  which  are  not  cenainljr  of  «  fHV,  . 

fiance  might  poffibly  hare  flipped  with  the  divine  futjeft,  of  «4uA 

Out  of  hu  reader's  memory.     Lu-  he  treaa.     I  do  not  Bod  finlt  nidi  ■ 

can,  who  was  an  injudicious  pocE,  thefe  alluiions,  where  the  poetliia- 

lets  drop  his  flory  very  frequently  fclf  reprefents  them  ai  fafiuloui,  H 

for  the  fake  of  his  unneceflary  di-  he  does  in  fome  places,  but  who* 

grelSons,  or  his  diverticula,  as  Sea-  he  mentions  them  as  trvdu  w»i 

liger  calls  them.     If  he  give*  lu  an  matters  of  faA.    The  limib  of  my 

account  of  the  prodigies  which  pre-  paper  will  not  give  me  leave  to  faff 

ceded  the  civil  war,  he  declamcs  ^uticular  in  InAances  of  this  kind: 

upon  the  occalion,  and  Ihows  how  The  reader  will  eafily  remark  thus 

mii^h  happier  it  would  be  for  man,  in  his  pcrufal  of  the  poem, 
if  he  did  not  feel  his  evil  fortune        A  third  fault  in  his  fnntiwnla. 

before  it  comes  to  pafi,  and  fufier  is  an    unnecclTary  olientadon   of 

rot  only  hy  its  real  weight,  but  by  learning,    which    likewile    occius 

the  apprehenflon  of  it.     Milcon'a  very  frequently.     It  is  ceit«iiia  iftM 

comp'.aint  of  hii  blindncfs,  his  pa-  both  Homer  and  Virgil  were  ma- 

iKg)'ric  on  marriage,  his  refleflioni  Aer)  of  all  the  learnmg  of  ihw 

on  Adam  and  £ve|s  goinc  naked,  times,  but  it  (hows  itfeU'  in  theii 

of  the  Angels  eating,  and  feveral  works,  after  an  indireft  and  con* 

other  palTages  in  his  poem,   are  cealed  manner.   Milton  feanu  am- 

liable  to  the  fame  exception,  tho*  bitious  of  letting  lu  know,  by  Ui 

'  I  muft  ctafcfs  there  it  fo  great  a  excoriiont  oit  fKC-will  aiid 
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Viort,  an^'Kis  many  glaocet  ofic,  and  tliat  Ariitotle  himfdrhu 

hiftory,   Kfironomj-.  geogra.  given  it  a  place  in  hit  Rhetoric  m- 

and  the  like,  u  welt  at  by  non^  the  beaudet  of  that  art    But 

raa  and  phrafcs  he  fomeiimei  m  it  is  in  itfeif  poor  and  trifling,  it 

!  nfe  0^   ihat    he  was  ac-  is  1  think    as   prefent  uniwerSiy- 

red  with  the  whole  circle  of  exploded  by  all  the  mafters  of  po*' 

id  friencc).  lite  writing, 
in  the  Isfl  place,  we  confider       The  laft  fault  which  I  (hall  take 

A^age  of  this  great  poet,  we  notice  of  in  Milton's  ftile,  is  the 

Jlow  what  I  have  hinted  in  a  freqjent  ufe  of  whil  the  learned 

r  paper,  that  it  is  often  too  call  technical  word*,  or  terms  of 

labored,  and  fometimes  ob-  art.  It  b  one  of  the  great  beauties 

by  old  words,  tranrpofitions,  of  poetiy,  to  make  hard  thing!  ia- 

ireign  idioms.     Seneca's  ob-  lelligible,  and  to  deliver  what  it 

I  to  the  ftile  of  a  great  au-  abftfufe  of  itfelf  in  fuch  cafy  laa- 
Ri^t  ejus  oratio,  nihil  in  ea  guage  as  may  be  undentood  by  or- 
uiD,  nilullene,  is  what  many  dinary  readers:  Befidcs  that  the 
make  lo  Milton  :  As  I  can-  knowledge  of  a  poet  Ciouid  rather 
loLy  refute  it,  fo  I  have  al-  feem  bom  with  him,  or  infplred, 
apologized  for  it  in  another  than  drawn  from  books  and  fyfiems. 
;  to  which  I  may  further  add,  1  have  often  wondered,  how  Mr. 
filton's  fenliracnts  and  idea*  Dryden  could  tranflate  a  paJTage 
lb  wonderfullv  fublime,  that  out  of  Virgil,  after  the  following 
lid  have  been  impofiible  for  manner, 

^Tf^J!!  T'Ti'^  ."'""•  i°  Tick  »  *e  luboml,  .„d  (land 

uU  ftrengthand  beauty,  with-  ■  n-  .     r 

iving  jecourfe  to  thefe  foreign  yeer  fer-boa'rd  fea  and  land 

ices.  Oor  language  funk  un- 

m.  and  was  unequal  to  that  Milton  makes  ufe  of /arioari/in  the 

efi  of  foul,  which  fufniOied  fame  manner.    When  he  is  npoa  * 

ith  fnch  ^orious  conceptioiu.  biul^n^  he  mention*  Dirif  fiuars, 

Econd   fault  in  hi*  language  filajlir!,  comict,  fretKt,  ■orMtrM-vt. 

II  he  often  a&fls  a  kind  of  When  he  talks  of  heavenly  bodies, 
in  hi)  words,  as  in  the  fol-  you  meet  with  tcliftic,  and  tccpi- 

r  pallages,  and  many  others :  trie,  ,the  irtpiJatiam,  fiari  drepfiag 

■-  brought  into  this  -wtrU  a  -^""  ft    *^"^*'  4:*^'  Ci^'"!''Jt ' 

(egirt  A- almighty  throne  ^f  f^.  ^^y  '^f''  "^  '^ 

wflighti«Whighover.l«pt       '  "•«"  "•  "r  "««  P^Pe^.P^ 

II  hind  ^  an  account  of  the  many  parbcular 

beauties  in  Milton,  which  would 

Mw  there  arc  figiira  for  this  have  been  too  long  to  inlert  under  . 

of  fpecch,  that  fome  of  the  thofe  general  head*  I  have   al-, 

ft  Ancient*  have  been  guilty  ready  tiei»d  «f,  and  with  which  ■ 
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I  iatodtocpidido  Ikbpcce  of  putt  (^  dte  ItnuJJbRi  bo^f  ■lioivi 

__t,_-^_  ^ — J   ■*■•  «»  (Mat  «Ai^ 

uMaw^,  and  dan  % 
I  HAVE  ftcn  in  Ae  worici  of- iroiser  light  tbn  othcn];  fo,nM- 
■  nodeiK  plulofophn,  »  map  of  widiffiwliiig  I  have  alreadjr  fliow^ 
d>  fpoa  b  the  fun.    My  lat  pa-  bQltmi'i  poem  to  be  vciy  beand^ 

EN  the  fkulti  and  blcmjflie*  in  fn!  in  gciieral,  I  Ihall  now  procci4> 
m'*  PandifB  Loft,  na^  be  con-   to  take  notice  of  fudi  beauties  as^ 
Added  at  s  [uece  of  the  fame  na-  appear  la  nc  idoif  caqatfits  than 
toe.    To  pWne  the  allnfimi :  Ai  ^  icft, 
|tii  olAmd.  Am  aaoi^  the  bright 


J 
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,* 
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I: 
►,•■'■• 


THE   argument;     •* 

This  firft  book  propofes,  firft  in  brief,  the  whole  fub- 
je6fc,  Man's  difobedience,  and  the  k>fs  thereupon  q£ 
Paradife  wherein  he  was  plac'd :  Then  touches  thoi 
prime  caufe  of  his  fall,  the  Serpent,  or  rather  Satan 
in  the  ferpent  j  who  revolting  from  God,  and  draw- 
ing to  his  fide  many  legions  of  Angels,  was  by  the 
command  of  God  driven  out  of  Heaven  with  all 
his  crew  into  the  great  deep.  Which  action  pafs'd 
over,  the  poem  haftes  into  the  midfl  of  things,  pre^ 
fenting  Satan  with  his  Angels  now  fallen  into  HeU, 
deicrib'd  here,  not  in  the  center  (for  Heaven  and 
Earth  may  he  fuppos'd  as  yet  not  madt^,  certainly 
not  yet  accurs'd)  but  in  a  place  of  utter  darknefs, 
fitlieft  caird  Chaos :   Here  Satan  with  his  Angels 
lying  on  the  burning  lake,  thunden-flrack  and  aAo* 
nifh'd,  after  a  certain  fpaCe  recovers,  as  from  con- 
fufion,  calls  up  him  who  next  in  order  and  digni^ 
lay  by  him;  they  confer  of  their  miferable  fall.. 
Satan  awakens  all  his  legions,  who  lay  till  then  in 
the  fame  manner  iconfotlndfed ;   Th^  rife,  thei^ 
numbers,  array  of  battel,  their  chief  leaders  nam'd, 
according  to  the  idols  known  afterwards  in  Canaan 
and  the  countries  adjoining.  To  thefe  Satan  diredts' 
his  fpeech,  comforts  them  with  hope  yet  of  regain- 
ing Heaven,  but  tells  them  laftly  of  a  new  world 
and  new  kind  of  creature  to  be  created,  according  to 
an  ancient  prophecy  or  report  in  Heaven ;  for  tmt 
Angels  were  long  before  this  vifible  creation,  wai. 
the  opinion  of  many  ancient  Fathers.  To  find  oat^ 
the  truth  of  this  prophecy,  and  what  to  determia 
thereon  he  refers  to  a  full  council.   What  his  aflb* 
ciates  thence  attempt.    Pandemonium  the  palace 
of  Satan  rifes,   fuddenly  built  out  of  the  deep : 

*   The  mfernal  peers  there  fit  in  council. 


raIjisTe  £;dilTr* 


Man's  6rA  dUbbedienc^  «nd  the  £wc       **   * 
>f  tfett  ioAidiien  tree,  whoTe  mortU  talfe    0 


pmpofed  the  rnbjeA  <» 
B  dw  IbRowiDg  TcWea. 

■re  jMrha[)t  u  plain, 
Dnadorned  u  taty  of  the 
M,  in  which  particular 

ha*  confbnneii  hlmfelf 
ode  of  Homer  and  the 

Honec  His  invota- 
rak,  which  tornt  in  a 
BC«paB  Che  creation  of 
u  vary  properly  made 
t  who  innnred  Mofes  in 
I  from  whence  our  «u- 
his  fubjeA,  and  to  the 


:  who  ifi  therein  i 


:prc- 


^enang  after  a  particu- 
■  in  the  firft  prodnAion 

Thii  whole  exordium 
ixppil}'  into  noble  Un- 

fentinent,  at  I  think 
SB  to  the  hiAt  is  exqui- 
ifol  and  natural.  ^4^>/«>f. 
lie  fdunnels  and  funpli- 
« lines,  there  is  a  far- 
r  in  the  Tarietjr  oT  the 
iritich  of  tkeia&ires 
tv  reader  without  aay 


nntidwneaiiflfbelddlyfDdiefsde  ri; 
beii^  fo  artfiillj  Tariu,~tluR  M^A 
npon  a  difierent  fyllable  in  aJmift 
every  line,  as  it  may  caity  be  per- 
ceived by  difiingailhing  at  veita 
thus; 

Of  Man's  £rfl  diTobedience,  ]  and 

the  fruit 
Of  that  forbidden  tree,  ]  whofe     i 

mortal  tafle 
Brou^t  death  iBtothe  wod^J  and 

all  oar  woe,  , 

With  lo&  of  Eden,  I  till  one  greater ' 

Man 
Refltffe  us,  I  and  regain  the  blilf- 

fid  feat, 
Sing  hcav'niy  Mnfi^  | 

Mr.  Pope,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Wallh 
containing  fome  criticd  obferra- 
Dou  OB  Boglilh  verMcatioB,  r. 
marks  that  in  anv  fmooth  Englilh 
veric  of  tan  lyHaoles,  tkere  is  na- 
tandly  a  paule  at  the  fourth,  fifth.  ^ 
or  fixdi  fyllable,  and  upon  ^k  ju- 
dicious change  and  management  of 
thde  depends  the  variety  of  retfi- 
ficadon.  But  Milton  varies  the 
paufe  acoOKiing  to  the  feoj^  mad  • 
vanot  it  tteomch  all  tht  tea  fyt»> '. 


PARADISE  LO^T.        B< 


lables,  fajr  which  means  he  is  a 
mafter  of  greater  harmony  than 
'  any  other  Englifh  poet :  and  he  is 
continually  varying  the  paufe,  and 
JTcarce  ever  fufTers  it  to  reft  upon 
the  fame  fyllable  in  more  than  two, 
and  feldom  in  fo  many  as  two, 
Teries  tc^ether.  Here  it  is  upon 
the  firft  fyllable  of  the  verfe, 

'    others  on  the  mfi 

CoucVd,  I  and  now  filrd  with  pa- 

fture  gazing  fat.     IV.  3  5 1 . 
•*— -fach  as  in  their  fouls  infixed 
Plagues;*!  they  aftoniih'd  all  re- 

ilftancelofL  .  VI.  838. 

Upon  the  fecond, 

■  thefe  to  their  nefts 
Were  flunk,  1  all  but  the  wakeful 
nightingale    IV.  602. 

—  Down  thither  prone  in  flight 
He  fpceds,  |  and  through  the  vaft 
ethereal  (ky    V.  207. 

Upon  the  third, 

——  what  in  me  is  dark 
^niijmin,  I  what  is  low  raife  and 
fupport;    I.  23. 

.,    «.«i«  as  the  wakeful  bird 
Singp  darkling,  |  and  in  fliadieft 
covert  hid    UI.  39. 

Upon  the  fimrth, 

■on  he  led  his  radiant  files, 
•  Daaling  the  moon;  |  thefe  to  the 
bow'rdireft    IV.  798. 

•— »  at  his  right  hand  victory 
Sat  eagle-wing*d|  |  beflde  him 
hong  his  bow,    VI.  763. 

Upon  the  fifth, 

•-*  bears,  tigen,  ounces,  pards, 
.  Gambord  iietore  them ;  j  th'on- 
^  -^r  .^wieldy  elephiutf    IV.  345. 


and  in  the  air 
Made  horrid  drdes  s  |  tm 
funs  their  fhields     VI, 

Upon  the  fixth, 

His  ftature  reached  the  ik] 
on  hu  creft    IV.  988. 

Girt  with  omnipotence,  |  1 
diance  crown'd.     VIL 

Upon  the  feventh, 

Majeftic  though  in  ruin :  | 

flood    II.  305. 
Birds  on  the  branches  war 

aU  things  fmil'd    VIII 

Upon  the  eighth. 

Hung  on  his  fhoulders  li 
mopn,  I  whofe  orb    I. 

A  fairer  perfon  loft  not  He 
hefeem'd    II.  no. 

Upon  the  ninth, 

Jehovah  thundring  out  of 

thron'd 
Between  the  Cherubim    I. 
And  bufh  with  frizled  hi 

plicit;  I  laft 
Rofe  ^  in  dance  the  ftateli 

VU. 

And  here  upon  the  end, 

•— —  thou  that  day 
Thy  Father's    dreadful   t 
didft  not  fpare  |      III. 
Attended  with  ten  thoufam 

'  fand  faints  |      VI.  767 

And  fpmetimes  to  give  the  ] 
variety  to  the  verfe,  there  a 
or  more  paufes  in  the  fame  lii 

■  on  the  ground 
Outftretch'd  he  lay,  |  on  tl 

ground,  |  and  oft 
Curs'd  his  creatioa    X.  8  5 
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rimi,  I  or  fiaks,  |  or  wadei  of  nvo  fhort  fyUablo  "  '^ ,  u'la 
creepi,  |  or  fliet:  ]    II.  950.  v.  64. 

fted.  1  fi^itWi,  I  iffliacd.!  SerVdoolytSdacOTttfightiof 
In.]      VI.B52.  ^^^ 

fidn    this  var!ely  of  the  Sometimes  the  DiOyle  01  foot  of 

there  ve  other  excellcndM  0^^  long  and  nro  Ihort  f/U^ilea 

»'■  Tctfificuion.  The  Eng-  -    "  " ,  m  in  ».  45. 

[dc  veife  approaches  neareft      ,      „       „     .      ,  .     , .,  ■     ■ 

brnWc  of  tie  Andcnti.  of     HorldheadlongBammgfromtht 

■t  wanti  only  a  foot;  but  ">creJ  fty. 

it  to  be  meafur'd  by  the  tone  Sometime!  the  Aoapxfl  or  foot  of 

rent,  at  well  as  l^.  the  time  two  Ihort  and  one  long  lyllaUe 

indty.    An  Iambic  foot  it  "  "  "  ,  ai  in  r.  87. 

'l^^^°''l^^^^K  ' '     Myriads  thongh  bright!     If  he 

ic :  hot  the  Ancient)  feldom  * 

lie  of  the  pure  Iambic,  efpe-  Sometimes  the  Tribracfain  m  foot 

B  workt  of  any  confideraLle  of  three  Jhort  fylkblet  "  ^  "  ,  aa 

bot  aftner  of  the   mix'd  in  t.  709. 
,  that  ii  with  a  proper  ui-     Tomauyarowoftripesthefouiid- 
are  of  other  meafuret ;  and  bouJ  breathe, 

le  pcfliipt  Milton  has  ex- 

attappy  a  variety  ^  any  And  fometime.  there  is  variety  of 

|hatcTer.ormdeedasthena.  ^^^    meafurei  in  the  fame  rerfe. 

.•  ^  '^}  "^'' ''^""l-  and  feldom  or  never  the  fame  mea- 

Jy  of  five  feet,  and  ten  fyl-  f^„^  j^  ^^  ^^^^  together.     And 

for  4e  moft  pan.  Somcumes  ^^^^  duuigei  are  not  only  rang  for 

etnalmoft  pure  Iambics,  at  the  Jake  of  the  greater  variety,  but 

'4-  are  fo  contriv'd  as  to  make  the 

ai'dfolofid,  thatallthehol-  found  more  expreffiveof  thefenfe. 

^  j^  And  this  is  another  great  art  of  ver- 

F-ii  _=i-_-  j^  fification,  the  adaptmc;  of  theverr 

lellrefounded.  ^^^^_  '^  ^^j,  P"^^^j^_  ^  ^^ 

imei  he  intermixes  the  Tro-  fubjeft  matter,  th^  Oilc  of  found, 
tr  foot  of  one  long  and  one  as  Mr.  Pope  calls  it :  and  in  thit 
yllable  "  ** ,  as  in  v.  49.       Milton  ii  excellent  as  in  all  the 

remarks.  So  that  he  hat  abun- 
imcs  the  Spondee  or  foot  of  dandy  exemplified  in  hi)  own 
ogfyUablet  "  -.asinv.  zi.  praflice  the  rules  laid  down  by 
6-like  satft  brSSdlng  on  the  Wmfclf  in  his  prefiicc,  his  vcrfifi- 
afl  abyft  cation  having  all  the  rcquihtc)  of 

'    *  mu  mnjitat  Mgbl,    v/Ucb   as   he 

imei  th«  Pyrmhiui  or  foot  fsyt  ti^//)  tnfy  in  ^  nw^eri,  ft 
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Brought  death  into  the  world,  and  all  our  woe. 
With  lols  of  Eden,  till  one  greater.  Man 

Re- 

poitiiy  «/  fjUahUt,  tad  tU  fafi   furer  and  the  conntiy  u  fiippoftd 
varieiij!}  drawn  tut  Jhm  cnt.vtr/t-  to  be  the  fame  thu  wu  «fifci. 

■    im»  tmeikr.  ward*  called  McfopfMamut  parti- 

i.O/Jl&»V>-/<^Mi«Aw, — ]  cnlaily  by  ourautlw  inlV.  aiou 

Hnur  at(/i.    Iliad.  l^c.  Here  Ae  whole  U  pu  for  » 

••Jin*  ua>  .».*»     Oirf-  P*"*  ■*  fo™*™"  a  pert  for  A© 

Anna  virumque  cano.    J&Dtad,  doche. 

In  all  thcTe  infiances,  uioMiltaii,        4 tiU  tne  grttUtr  Mm 

the  fubjeA  of  the  poem  is  the  veQ'        JUJlmv  -u,  tad  rtgtum  tkt  h&GM 
£ril  thing  offer'd  to  ta,  and  pre-  /'"■•I  A»\ia  A-^eaUr  Jlb^ 

cedes  the  rerb  with  which  it  is  con-  To  it  u  a  happici  ParadiGB  wdiichi 

ncAed.     It  muA  be  confened  that  o<i'  Sariour  pnunia'd  to  the  pein< 

Horace  did  not  regard  this,  when  *««  thief,  Luke  XXIII.  43.  Tiw 

he  tranllated  the  fi!tfi  line  of  the  '^  fl>«^  '^  i*  '""''^  ■«  i«  iVno 

Odyirey.Dic  miliiMuIaviniin,&c.  4''-    Bat  Uilton  had  a  notioB  that 

De  Art.  Poet.  141.     And  Lucian,  after  the  conflapation  and  the  gs- 

if  I  remember  right,  makes  a  jell  ncral  jadgmeot  the  whole  Bank 

of  thii  obfervadon,  where  he  in-  wouUbamadeaParadib,XU.4]i), 
traduces  the  (hade  of  Homer  as  —  ftr  then  the  Eaith 

mntsly  declaring  thai  he  had  no  si^j  ^a  be  ParadHe,  ftr  han^ 
other  realon  for  making  the  word  place 

Sw  the  firft  in  his  poem,  but  Th„  this  of  Edeo;  aad  Ar  has* 
ititwai  thefidlwhichcame  in-  _:._  j....  ^. 

to  his  head.  However  the  imifonn  . 


pier  dayg. 


of  Homer, 


It  fhould  foam  that  the  1 


aiaihiipMricular.Tema  to  faking  here  of  «^«»i!p  A  i^ 
wore  that  it  wai  not  accidental.  A^/'"'.  had  at  th»  ome  fiiriu4 
&t  a  thing  really  drfiipi'd  by  them.    "™'  ^^^  °^  *"'  P^'*"  "^  ^'^-    I 

4.  m^l^fitfEiS,^  But  Eden  tf/'  .^f"'*  .  ^5  ^^wf"  ^^ 
was  not  loft,  and  the  laft  th«  wc  «'  "  ^VS^Pnjung  ^  ^"tpoe* 
read  of  our  iiift  parcna  is  that  he  mamfrtly  aUudes  to  the  bc». 
niBgof  chiit  and  there  "^^^Itt^  Pi^ 
radiJe  to  be  reeain'd  by.onr  Sa- 
viour's foiling  the  tempter  in  the 
wildemelj. 
I  who  cre-while  the  happy  gatdea 

By  one  Man'i  difobedience  loft 
»Mr£iiS.'' 


thcy.wereflill 
Ttrm^i  Edm  took  their  folitaiy 
way. 
With  left  af  Edm  thereibre  meoai 
M  more  than  iMth  hfi  ^Pirmi^, 
which  was  planted  in  EasBf  which 
TWttd  Edm.  figniSci  dclighj  as  flea- 


PAR;* 


s  US,  and  regain  ths  blifstiU  feat, 
eav'nly  Mufe,  that  on  the  fecret  top 


Man's  firm  obedience  fully 


lefi. 

-  that  ea  tht/mtl  laf, 
ft.   .r./5.B^.— ] 
ley  Uys  that  Milcoaillcla- 
'laf:  hjj  re&lbns  are  fuch 

:  The  ground  of  Horcb 
beWy,£xod.IlI.5.  and 

:aHed  the  mtmiaiu  ifGa, 
(IX.  S.  But  it  may  be  an< 
lat  tho'  that  place  of  Ho- 
which  Moies  naod,  was 
ic]  not  fallow  that  the  top 
OuntaiD  was  then  hnlj  too ; 
ic.wtiw/fl/n  afGod  (Dr. 
nows)  may  be  meant  only, 
nviHi  flilc,  a  very  great 
:  fiefides  let  the  moun- 
ivcr  fo  hlf,  yet  according 
:s  of  good  poetry,  when 
)eaks  of  the  i-<y)  of  the 
^  he  Ihould  give  us  as  epi- 
)V  to  the  top  only,  and 
<  whole  mountain.  Dr. 
L/s  fanbei  that  the  epithet 
not  do  here,  beeaufe  the 
A  niountain  is  vifihle  fe- 
pJCi  olF.  But  Sinai  and 
:  the  fame  mountain,  with 
il  eminences,  the  higher 
ailed  Sinai :  and  of  Sinai 
in  his  Jewifli  Antiquit. 
;bap.  5.  faya  that  1/  ii  fa 
I  tht  tnp  of  It  cmiat  it 
•at  Jlraininf  tht  rye/.      In 

tbieieibre  n^to'  1  believe 


Of- 

it  b  not  Milton'i,  fenfe)  the  top  of 
it  may  be  well  faid  to  befierel.  In. 
Ejtod.  XVII.  it  is  faid  that  the  It 
raelites,  when  incamp'd  at  the  foot 
of  Horcb,  could  find  no  water; 
from  whence  Dr.  Bcntley  coor 
dudcf,  that  Horeli  had  no  cloud* 
or  mifli  aboat  its  tepi  and  ihaE 
therefore _/Jir^(  tap  cannot  be  iicrc 
meant  as  inpiyi^g.  that  high  rnamr 
tains  agmtifi  raioj.  'tuvihnkawi  /-ifir 
biaJs  firramidid'oiithmifii.  I  ne* 
ver  thought  that  any  reader  of  Mil- 
ton would  have  undeiltood  fecra 
tip  in  this  fenfe.  The  words  ef 
Hertb  arcf  Sinai  imply  a  doubt  01 
(he  poet,  which  nacie  was  pro- 
pereA  to  be  ^ven  to  that  iiioumain, 
on  the. top  of  which  Mofes  receiv'd 
his  infpiration  1  bccaufe  Horeb  and 
Sinai  are  ufed  for  one.anotlier  in 
Scripture,  as  may  be  fecn  by  com< 
paring  Exod.  III.  1 .  with  Acb  VII. 
30.  but  by  namiag  Sinai  l»&,  im 
Uemt  to  incline  rath«r  to  ttud 
Now  it  ii  well  known  from  Exodd 
XIX.  16.  Ecclas.  XLV,  J.  and 
other  places  of  Scripture,  tha$ 
when  Ood  gave  .his  laws  to  Mofea 
on  the  top  of  Sinai,  it  wai  cover'd 
with  cUuJs,  dark  cUaii,  and  ibUk 
fmkt;  it  was  there  fore  _yifl-f(  21  that  ^ 
lime, in  a  peculiar  fcnle:  and  the  f-  . 
fame  thing  fcems  intended  by  thfv  •  ' 
epithet  which ourpoctules  upon  the  ' 

very  fame  occaiioa  in  XII.  227.  * 

God  from  the  mount  of  Sinai,  whofa 


S  PARADISE  LOST.       fiookl. 

< 
Of  Oreb,  or  of  Sinai,  didfl:  infpire 

That  fhepherd,  who  firft  taught  the  chofen  iced. 

In  the  beginning  how  the  Heav'ns  and  Earth 

Rofe  out  of  Chaos :  Or  if  Sion  hill  10 

'Delight  thee  more,  and  SUoa's  brook  that  flow'd 

Faft 

Dr.  Bendey  (hows  that  faend  Ml  proach,  and  not  to  aftend  it^  aor 

Is  common  among  the  poets  in  fe-  pais  the  bonnds  fet  for  dMn  opoa 

Tend  languages;   fix>m  whence  I  pain  of  death..  Exod.  XIX.  So  that 

fiiould  conclude  fkaxfiund  is  a  ge-  upon  all  accounts  ficrtt  is  the  mol 

neral  epithet:   whereas  ykrr/»  in  proper  emthet^  that   could  hnlv 

the  fenie  which  I  have  riven  it,  is  been  cholen. 
the  moft  peculiar  one  mat  can  be:        8.  Tbatfie^krd^  </bU  firfi  kt^l 

and  therefore  (to  ufe  Dr.  Bentley's  For  Mrfes  kifi  the  fyck  rf  7<*'"^ 

words)  ify  as  the  heft  foets  hipve  mi"  his  fmiher'in'ltew*    Exod.  III.    li' 

jud£dy  a  proper  epithet  is  to  he  pre-  Aai  he  is  very  properiy  fiud  m 

ftrrdto  a  general  one,  I  have  Jkch  hKftftrft  taught  the  chofen  fai^  h^ 

an  efteemfor  omrpoit^  that  which  of  ing  the  moft  ancient  writer  amoiq; 

the  two  words  is  the  hitter ^  That  I  the  Jews,  and  indeed  die  moft  an- 

fof  (vix,  fecret)   was  SSaied  hf  dent   that   is  now  ^extant  in  ditf 

Milton.    Pearce.  world. 

We  have  riven  this  excellent       9.  &  the  beginmng  how  the  Hm^W 
note  at  length,    as  we  have  met  and  Earth"]  Alluding  to  th0 

with  feveralperfons  who  have  ap-  firft  words  of  Genefis. 
]nt>ved  of  Dr.  Bentlev*s  emenda-        11.  and  Siloa^s  brook']  Siloa  wai 

don.    It  may  be  too  that  the  poet  a  finall  river  that  flow^  near  die 

had  a  farther  meaning  in  die  ufe  of  temple  at  Jerufalem.    It  is  mcft- 

this  epithet  in  this  place ;  for  being  donM  ICd.  VlII.  6.    So  that  in  eC^ 

accuftomed  to  make  nfe  of  words  fed  he  invokes  die  hesvenhr  M de^ 

In  the  fignificadon  that  they  bear  that  infpir'd  David  and  mt  Pro- 

in  the  learned  languages,  he  may  phets  on  mouat  Sion,  and  at  Jen' . 

very  well  be  fuppofed  to  ufe  the  lalem,  aswell  as  Mdhs  on  nooit 

w<ud/ecret  in  the  fame  fenfe  as  the  Sinai. 

Lsadn/'ecretns^  fit  apart  or  feparate^        1 1.  Aoive  tV  Aman  iHffRf,]  k 

like  the  fecretoffue  pios  in  Virgi},  poetical  expreffion  for  fiMlring  to^  a 

^n.  VIII.  670.   and  it   appears  tiighth  above  odier  poets.    TIm 

from  Scripture,  that  while  Mo(es  mountains  of  Boeotia,    andendf. 

was  with  God  in  the  mount,  the  called  Aonia,  were  the  haont  ii 

people  were  not  to  come  near  it  or  the  Mnfey,  and  dius  Virgin  Edr 

touch  it,  dll  after  a  fignal  given,  VI.  65,  ^ 

and  then  dwy  ware  only  to  ap- 


H 


Fafi  by  the  oracle  of.  Cod  J  I  thence  ' 

Jnrdhb  ^f  ttid  to  my  advcntrom  long. 

That  widkAo  middle  flight  iDtends  to  foar  .  i 

A)>ove  th'  Aoniaa  mcmt,  while  it  porfuei  i  j! 

ThingB  iinattcmpted  yet  ia  prole  or  rhime.  ' 

And 

JlMwiaMMtottAmriliattfe.      Ic  i*  vrUnt  vtoagh  due  if 

■ '.  HtlHIi*  riimtia  dti>  place  u  aeant  raia 

JWiKiiBQeon.ID.ti.  ^  «T^*  t«t  I  fiippofe  Mito* 

^H^^uunn.  uj.  11.  tiuM^  it  would  finmd  too   low 

3ii*i«djdu4f4BCu««^<fcf|iBr  and  ^nulur  to  die  eir  t»  for  m 
&ij  /rfjS  vr  wr/(,  uid  therefore  chole 

l|<»|h>ft«nTdi>lknMriK>tli7  ™  » ^  ."  Jt**  "L^' 
atet  AtilitT.  that  coanny  wm  ft-  ^'^  ^^  '•r«  *  /«/'  ,"■  ^'j}' 
■M>  ftr  Ac  dulndi  of  itt  inha-  ^°*  *"  epithet  to  take  off  from 
^^^1^  the  cominonorit  of  the  expreflioD, 

a»in  V.  i;o. 

..ifi.  TUv  ^ttmftfjja  imfr^  __  f„^  eloqaencc 

•■  rA«,.]  MjlKw  appp»"  »     Flow'd  from  their  liM,-«^.tf»r 
hSTC  nieani  «  different  tting  by  «,«^.^/,. 

'i>im  here,  fioa  mnt  in  hi)  pre- 

«e,  W^ere  it  ii  iix  times  men-  Ic  it  faid  that  Milton  took  the  Grit 
ipo'di  and  always  fpcll'd  without  hint  of  this  poem  from  an  I.talian 
la  ii  whereas  in  all  the  editioni,  tia^yi:ai\eaJ/Pariuii/iftr/i-;  and 
ill  Dr.  Bentlcy'*  appcar'd,  riim*  it  u  pretended  that  he  has  bor- 
n  thi*  place  of  ttie  poem  wat  row'd  largely  from  Mafeniui,  a 
pcU'd  with  an  b.  Milton  pro-  German  Jduit,  and  other  modern 
ttbly  meant  a  difieience  in  the  autfaon;  but  it  is  all  a  pretence, 
U|^  1^  makinz  To  coofiant  a  dif-  he  made  ufe  of  ail  authors,  fuch 
dwce  ia  the  TpeUng;  and  io'  wai  his  learning  j  but  fuch  is  his 
epid  that  we  Ihould  hue  under-  genius,  he  is  no  copyer,  hit  poem 
taind  by  rUau,  ■  oot  the  jineliag  is  plainl/an  original,  if  everchcre 
iMm/  iff  Sit  ta^Mgi,  but  ver^  in  was  one.  Hii  fubjcfl  indeed  of 
^■enJi,  t|ie,WQra  bciitg  deriv'd  the  fall  of  Man  together  with  the 
ran  lyuuBiM,  fvSfMf.  ArioOo  principal  epifodes  may  be  faid  to 
ksi  laia  be  u  old  as  Scripture,  but  his  man- 

6A,9em^infn,/^iim.  ne  «"  of  .\andling  them  is  entirely 

jgt-^g^  -  new,  with  new  illuftrations  wid  new 

.'  beauties  of  his  own ;  and  he  majr 

■Udi  ii  word  for  word  the  lame  as  julUy  boa&  of  the  novelty  of  his 

rid>  what  MiltOD  fayi  kere.  pMnt^  poefti,  a*  any  of  the  ancient  poet* 
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Mov*d  our  grand  parents,  in  that  happy  Aatc^ 
Favor'd  of  Hcav'n  fb  highly,  to  fall  oflF 
From  their  Creator,  and  tranfgrefs  his  will 
For  one  reftraint,  lords  of  the  world  beiides  ? 
Who  firft  feduc'd  them  to  that  foul  revolt  ? 
Th'  infernal  Serpent;  he  it  was,  whofe  guile, 
Stirr'd  up  with  envy  and  revenge,  deceived 
The  mother  of  noiankind,  what  time  his  pride 


30 


35 


Had 


iociice  to  t]ie  Mafc,  and  ▼enr 
rifi;htl^»  as  it  enables  them  to  fpeak 
of  things  which  could  not  other- 
wife  be  fuppofed  to  come  to  their 
knowledge.  Thus  Homer»  Jliad.  manner. 
II.  4«5- 


n*  irfenud  Serpaiii]  Anifflita- 
tion  of  Homer,  Iliad.  L  8.  where 
the  queftion  is  aikM»  and  dK  a»- 
fwer  returned  much  in  the  dune 


'Tfuti  yap  ^iiu  fri 9  4r«pfrf  7U 

iff  Tf  WM^Jn, 

And  Viigil  ^n.  VII.  645. 

£t  meminiftis  enim,  Divx,  et  me- 
morare  poteflis. 

Milton's  Mu&y  bdne  die  Hblv  Spi- 
litf  muft  of  courie  l>e  omnildent. 
And  the  mention  of  Heavtm  and 
Heiin  very  proper  in  this  place,  as 
the  fcene  of  fo  great  a  part  of  the 
Doem  is  laid  fometimes  m  HeU,  and 
fomedmes  in  Heaven. 

ji.  For  9H9  rtjirmnt;]  For  one 
thing  that  wu  reftrain'd,  ever/ 
thing  elfe  being  freely  indulged  to 
them,  and  only  the  tree  of  know- 
ledge forbidden. 

33-  ^to frft fidticd  them  to  th^U 
fvui  revolt  f 


T/(  T  «p  c^mi  Sw9  %ej^i  (nm- 

ai  fc«>'t«d-A/l 
iiMJti  7^  ^t@-  vt&'. 

58.     --^  lyaobofi  aid  a^hng 

To  fit  bimfelf  in  giorf  ^ove  ih 

peerstl  Here  Dr.  Bendcy  ob- 

je£b,  that  Satan*s  crime  was  not, 

his  aiming  ahvi  bis  furs:  he  wat 

in  place  bigb  atove  them  before^  at 

the  Dodor  proves  from  V.  81s. 

But  tho*  this  be  true,  yet  Milton 

may  be  right  here;  for  die  force  of 

the  words  feems,  not  that  Satan 

ajpiyj  to  fit  himfiif  above  bis  feerSf 

but  that  he  ajj^ird  to  fit  him/elf  in 

^lorjt  Sec  that  is  in  divine  ^017^ 

m  fuch  glory  as  God  and  his  S<Mt 

were  fet  in.    Here  was  his  oimct 

and  this  is  what  God  charges  him 

with  in  V.  725* 

•—who 
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Ulumin,  what  is  low  raife  and  fupport ; 

That  to  the  highth  of  this  great  argument 

I  may  affei't  eternal  Providence,  25 

And  juftlfjf  the  ways  of  God  to  Men, 

Say  firft,  for  Heav'n  hides  nothing  from  thy  view. 
Nor  the  deep  trad  of  Hell,  fay  firft  what  caufe 

Mov'd 

infonned  bf  thole,  who  had  oppOr-  bird,    becaufe  the  defcent  of  the 

ttmities  of  conVeriing  with  his  wi-  Holy  Gholl:  is  compared  lo  a  dove 

dow,  that  (he  was  wont  to  fay  that  in   Scriplurc,    Luke  111.   2i.     A^ 

he  did  really  look  upon  himfelf  as  Milion  flodied  the    Scripturei    ia 

infpird,  and  I  think  his  works  are  the  original  languages,  his  images 

Mt  without  a  fpirit  of  enihikfiafin.  and  exprelTions  are  ofcner  copied 

In  the  be^nning  of  bis  2d  book  from  them,  than  from  our  tranlla' 

tg  TheRiBJiiifCirurihgr/vtriilniit,     tion. 

Ipeakiag  of  his  defign  of  writing  36.  AnJ  jiipjy  the  luoji  sf  dd 
2  poem  in  the  Englilh  language,  he  to  Men.  ]    A  verfe,    whith 

fays,  "  It  was  not  to  be  obtained  Mr.  Pope  has  thought  fit  lo  bor- 
"  by  the  invocarion  of  Dame  Me-  row  with  fome  litue  variaiion,  ia 
*'  mory  and  her  Siren  daughter),  the  beginning  of  his  Eflay  on  Man, 
"  but  by  devout  prayer  to  that  g^^  vindicate  the  ways  of  God  to 
"  eteniai  Sjwni  who  can  ennch  ^^^ 

•*  with  all  utterance  and   know- 

"  ledge,  and  fends  out  his  Sera-   It  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  any  good 

"  phim,  with  the  hallow'd  fire  of  reafon  for   Mr.  Pope's  preferring 

"   his  altar,  to  touch  and  puri^  the   the    word   iiinJiiate,    but  •  Milton 

•*  bps  of  whom  he  pleafes,  p,  61 .    makes  ufe  of  the  v/otdjujlify;  as  it 

Bdh.  1738.  is   the  Scripture  word,    T/iat  thoa 

\^,InJlniaiiu,/fir7lMuhm»'pi\    mightffi  it  japfiei  in   thy  fcyhgi, 

Thwcrit.  Idyl.  XXXI.  116.  Rom.  III.  4,    AnA  the  luayi  b/ Gsi 

c.-*  *,-    -.   »  -.  .,^-  '0  M«arejuftified  in  the  many  ar- 

EM  Sf*.  ffi,  ytf  »Si*.  gumentadvc  difcourfcs  throughout 

21.   Dvtif-iikt  fuift  bt<»iing\    Al-    tlie  poem,  and  particularly  in   the 

IcdiDg  to  Gen.  I.  1.  ihi  Spirit  ef  conferences  between.God  the  Fa- 

Gfrf  amitH  en  the/acf  oftbr  tuotcrs ;    thor  and  the  Son. 

for  the  word  that  we  trandate  mv^id        27.  Sny/irjl,  fir  Htav'n  ildis  ir#- 

S^fiM  properly  IreeJiJ,   as  a  bird  Ibiirg/rom  thy  tiiy.; 

doA  upon  her  eggs;  and  he  fays       NoribeArfiritSe/Ht!!,—  ']  Th« 

like  a  dsvt  rather  than  any  oihei   poets  aitribuic  ■  litnd    of  omni- 

K  2  fciencfl 
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Hurl'd  be^dloi^  flamii^  ^ma  t}i' A^CFCfl  fl^y*  <      4| 
With  hideous  mii}  pu|  comhuftiOD,  dovm  : 

To  bottomless  perdition,  thu'C  to  dwcU 
In  adamantin  chains  and  p9p4  fiFe> 
Who  durft  defy  th'  Qmnippte^  to  wwsa, 
Nine  times  th;e  fpace  thfU  msalifres  day  4p4  ll^jM  fA 
To  mortal  aqep,  he  ^ith  1^  horrid  crtw 
Lay  v^quifll'd.  rollihg  in  Um:  fiery  gqlf. 
Confounded  though  immortal :  But  his  doom 
Re&rv'd  him  to  mue  wrath;  fivnow^Adii^ 

Both 

45.  HnrfJ  ittdbv  Jlotti^frm      48.  A  MbMofnt  c&it^  1  JBOri 

■    /i-ffiffW^I;!]  Hom.&   hii  PromohX^  •  ^'^^ 

^Hnfffw*.  ^y,  aftoniftunent,   in  ^g^  4» 

HniTd  hndloDK  dowawuxl  from  Angelt  lay  intruced  iftv  iNlc 

th"  ethereal  Edght.     Pope.  dreadfnl  overthrow  ud  fidi  fink 

^^  ^  HmVm,  before  dierooHUNUMW 

46.  V7/ £  JM&f  Kt  nu  «W  MP-  «aJMrdutifaoftiuM^at6aMlk 
ii}if£«h}JU<iuderiv'dfroDi  >■  ■  ""'^  Ana^ABte^  101  Mr 

rm,  and  in^li^  the  idea  of  fal-  ^^f  iiuvtcd.    ?%•  dmflapvl 

ling  with  vitJence  ajod  precipica-  ^^  iiiu  ^'u  of  fire,   ai^dW 

lioit,  and  ctmbu^  ii  more  ihan  ^^^  gntond  impregiuitnirik  M 

__fism'"ig  in  [he  forMung  verfe,  it  u  J«qie  fcrioia  e&veia;    iriA  libit 

burning  in  a  drca^aanner.     So  pntiddmr  drciaiijhbce  of  4* 4»- 

diat  he  W3S  not  only  VA/^fa^-  <:'i>&»i  of  ii^  from  tho&  kAnrf 

&»f  /as./''^,    but  he   was  hurl'd  ^^W^  a^^yiftaMM  of  dif  |g||| 

headlong  flaming  ^VA  hUtm  rvm  tr^  ''^  finitfill  ^MfOUfoD. 

iiw'.rflmiB//(s»;  iid  »*«  bccafion  Jf' 

S  there    then   fw  flaing   «ic^       63 J^JtmAviOIA 
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Both  of  loft  happinefs  and  lafting  pain  j  j 

Torments  him ;  round  he  throws  his  balefiil  eyes. 

That  witnefs'd  huge  afiliiftion  and  difmay 

Mlx'd  with  obdurate  pric^  and  ftedfaft  ha^e: 

At  once,  as  fifrnAigriilBai^ks  views 

'Sltt  difinal  filtiHiua  jiMil  and  wili?  6a 

A  dungecftk  kanibUi^  iiil  0^  rqwKt 

Asone  great  ii»iiff#iwi'4»yqjfa)natMf9*BM» 

.  No  1^  tw  ntMf  imifi^Mm^ 

ScTT'd  oq^  tp  difeoTcr  fights  of  woe. 

Regions 

it  ftridly  fpeakine;  iavirible  ;    but   "  where  Tome  dtlinal  tapers   af- 

where  there  it  a  gloom  only,  there   "  forded  juft  light  enough  to  fee 

(o    much    light    remaining    as   "  the  obfcority."    Sec  hii  E&y 


3  fhow  that  there  are  ob-    on  E[hg  Poetry,  p.  44.     Euripidci 
ad  yet   that  thofe  objcas   too  expreJTet  himfeU  in  th<   ' 
t  be  diftinaij'  feei>:  Jn  this   poetical  manner.  B>c.  jio. 


fenfe  Milton  fecms  to  ufe  the  llrong 

and  bold  expreffion,  Jark,ii/>  -vifihk.  — •*  <"'  '«"'•»'  «»«l^  '"'*^*- 

There  is  much  the  fame  image  in 
Seneca  hu  a  like  exprelSoti,  fpeak'  Seenier,  but  not  To  bold.    Fair/ 
iDg  of   the  Grotu  of  PauAlypo,  (^iceii,  B.  i.Cant.  i.Sc.  14. 
Scnec.Epift.LVlI.   Nihil  illo  car- 
cere  longiu},  nihil  illis  faucibus  ob-  A  little  glooming  light,  much  like 
ftniiiu,  quat  nobis  prxflani,  non  ut  >  Aide. 
Mr  tvttbras  vidsantus,  fed  ut  ipfss.  ^      c        i>     l         ■_         •  1. 

A,m,i,d=Soli,,    in  hi,  cxc.U.n.  J?P>  »k._4.  hiM  ft™  h^fclf  ,. 

Mtoy  of  Mexico  huh  vc.tiird  1"> n PtofcroB., 

on  the  fame  thought,  when  fpeak-  Where  glowing  embers  tbrongh 

iBg  of  the  place  wherein  Monte-  thp  room 

mna    wa»   wont    to    confuk   hi;  TeUh    light    to   couKterfeit    a 

Deities:    "    'Twas    a  bt^e  dark  gloom. 

"  "  Yaolt,    ivj\   he, 

K  4  72.  U 
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Regions  of  {aciow,  dokSA'Sasdai,  wherepfatoe   6p 
And  reft  can  never  dwell,  lidpeimrer;OQiiies 
Thatcom6stoall|  buttorterewkkiouteiid  :     '  -■  ^f 
Still  urges,  and  a  fiery  deluge,  fed      ^  .  ^J 

With  ever-burning  fblphur  unconfum'd:    . 
Such  place  etermd  Jailice  had  prepared  7a 

For  thofe  rebellious,  here  their  pris'on  ordain*d 
In  utter  darkn^&,  and  thdur  portbn  fet       '  *        -'^^ 
As  far  remov'd  from  God  and  light  df  fIeaTCBi^       ^ 
As  from  the  center  thrice  to  th'  utmdft:  Jioie;  - 


72.  h  miter  JarkMtfs,'\  Dr.  Bent-  HH  to  die  bridge'i  lOUr  pa  I 

ley  reads  qmHt  here  and  in  many  came.        n^ir. 
other  places  of  thb  poem,,  becaufe 

it  IS  in  Scripturey  ro  ^»or®-  ro  tf-  74.   Asfhm  tbe  tudir  ihict  t§ 

»Tfpor:   But  my  didHonaries  tdl  /i&*»/M^>»6.]  Thrice jufiur 

me  that  mmr  and  mi/^  are  both  at  it  is  from  die  center  of  tiie 

the  fame  word,  difierendy  fpeii*d  earth  (which  is  the  center  of  tilt 

and  prpnomicM.     Milton,  in  the  world  accordin|^  to  Milton^slytieDi, 

argument  of  this  book,  fays  im  a  IX.  103.  and  a.  6^1.)  to  &  pole 

fiace  ofnttir  iarknifi^  and  no  where  of  the  worid;  for  it  is  the  pole  of 

throughout  the  poem  does  the  poet  the  oniv^e,  far  beyond  the  pok 

ufe  outer.                          Pearce.  of' the  earth,  which  it  herecaVd 

Spenfcr  jufbfies  die  pcefent  le^^  ^^^  Homer  makes  die  ftat^  of 

mg  by  frequendy  ufinjr  die  word  jjcU  as  far  beneadi -d^  deM* 

taterkx  outer,  w  m  Fairy  Queen,  ^,  ^  ^^^  ^  ^,^  HetN^T 

B.  2.  Cant.  2.  St  34.  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^ 

The  inner  nrmoit  fiet,  not  tVm^        ^'  *«  >«^-  Diai  VIBL 1^ 

//rtoua.  Viig^  makes  it /*irf«  jtt  St.   ^   Jjj*; 

And  again,  B.  f  Cant  10,  St  1 1.  '  •^ToaTiittminA:    :r 
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O  how  unlike  the  place  from  whence  they  fell !      75 
There  the  companions  of  his  fall,  o'erwhelm'd 
With  floods  and  whirlwinds  of  tempeftuous  fire, 
He  foon  difcerns,  and  welt'ring  by  his  fide 
One  next  him£e}£iap«ii^fVjand;Qe9BtiacriiBe,        A 
Long  afta  kmamm^^mJB^aOiae^^mdtBMttiid.      $0 
Beelzebub,    Tetwhovs  .lit' Af^Eiiemy,  .  i 
And  thence  in  Hear'ncall'd  Satan,  with  bold  words 
Breaking  ^  ItQiTFid  iijeof^e  tfembi^an-  <    .. 

If  thou  beeft  fx^  but  O  hoW&S'n!  hxm  dbang'd 

From 

Bit  patet  in  przceps  Untma  tea-  /irrea  tarrts,  and  harifma  finitntet 

ditque  fub  nmbraj,  tar£nt  fsrtx  of  Vireil,  in  compa- 

Quantiu  ad  aetbcream  ccsli  fufpe-  rifon  with  thit  defcnption  by  Mil- 

Sus Olympum.  iEn.  VLS77.  ton,   concloding  with  that  inful 

„        ,           ,  coatraft. 

And  Maton /W(«  aj  ftr,  .            n      .l       t         t. 

O  how  onlilce  the  pace  Rom 

A«  far  remov'd  fiam  God  and  whence  th^  fell  I 

light  of  Hearen, 

A»  from  the  center  thrkt  to  th'  nt-  81.  Bitlsuiui.']  The  lorf  of  fliei, 

moftpc^:  an  idol  woHbiwed  at  Ecron,   a 
dcy  of  the  Philiibncs,  2  Kin»  I.  2. 

A»  if  thefo  three  great  poets  had  He  b  called  priiict  1/  tie  Dfvili, 

flictchcd  dicir  utmoft  genius,  and  Mat.  XII.  24.  therefore  defervedly 

Tied  wi&  eMb  other,  who  fliould  here  made  fecond  ta  Satan  himfelf. 

«xbi«l.hi*-idea  of  the  depth  of  Hamt. 

HcU  fiiftMt.     But  MUton'i  whole  g^,  j,^  thtnet  im  flW«  etJTd 

defcHption  of  HeU  u  much  ex-  Satan,]  For  the  word  Sola 

eecda  thein.  as  in  thw  fingle  or-  ;„  Hebrew  fignifiet  an  enemy :  he 

eoidfaUKe  Iff  the  depth  of  it.  And.  -^  ^^  enemy  by  way  of  eminence, 

kwGodaMl.  nnafieamg  u  the  the  chief  enemy  of  God  and  Man. 

Htiww,  iwA  tte>|frf^  fi^i  '^^.    tlionghu  u  the  firft  fpeccn  and 
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From  him,  wlip  10  dbe  happy  lealma of  light        :8^ 

Cloth'd  with  traniccnclcBt  bd^htoefs  didft  oo^itiio ; -7 

Myriad)  though  bright  f  If  he  whom  thatud  kogMy  f 

United  thoughts  aiMi  €Oim&b^  equal  hope 

And  haaeard  is  the  gloriou3  sntcqxife, 

J(^'d  with  me  oaoe,  mw  mifeiy  hath  joki'd .     90 

In  equal  ru'iB :  iaa>  lAuit  pit  litiam  feoft 

Fsont 

deunptiiMi  of  Sttnt,  who  it  one   whuiii  he  (peAt,  mi  gBct  or*  tv 

of  th«   pditd^  a/Staon  in  4u<  d(cLu»lut{i«iidiu»dma(Wl> 

poem,  are  wondierfiiB^  proper  to  JteAiijii. 

«Te  q^  a  full  idea  of  him.    His  _           ,     ^  ,       ,  ,„   .  , 

pMe  tmry  and  revenge,  obftinacy  84-  —-hutObo-u,  fJTt,  I  hm» 

defpair  and  impenitence,  are  all  of  _     "^g^ ».    .   •         »/••%. 

thcBB  wry  otialljr  iatenrovea.  la  f!?^.*'-!  «««">««  ^^ 

fbott,  biafirllMi  ia  a  coapli-  "jj,^''^  *  *«  '^flT'  ?" 

catioii  rf  aH  didi  pdlhnw,  i^Scb  ^y; '*'./*2l  *?'*">**  *«• 

4ifto»er  dvenlUve*  iimiratdy  in  ""  "igirs  .Sn.  tt  *74. 

fcveral  other  of  his  IpeeAca  ia.  Hei  mihi  miali*  eratf  qaaBtua 
the  poem.  AMfiit.  niutatas  ab  iOirr 

The  change  wicMifio.  of  thefe        gg    c&*y^   ^^   trvjtnAm 

S-if  »tt«f,«^P«»a»  of  »e  •*-  tSjriuiitbomih  MtUnJaaaMA 
gimiteg «rf dds fteech :  W *a«i«rt  fiom Homer, (Myfllft.  rio. #heie 
he»  ay  Medaebnb  — -;»;  tepa,  ^5^  ^^^^  ^  j^  »«»•«•» 

witn  tiiftt  In  wluCn   tnqr   vtsxxf 

were.    He  attempts  again  to  open  *r M /^  «eivrr«  4Vt^nM»  MM 

BitaurfieaiinfltpNteddiiiAat  jptri-^^^^i.           Htofc^, 

ha  MUcndi  to  finr»  baa  satturni  to  ^ 

tWe  M  tJiovlifeii  AiD  doaMng  01.  JiifMl#«fo0^i^»»^** 

iKduMhar^  ruSof  kit  ■(&■■»  m  edidons.  ifN#ifMi/MniBBiilMa» 

tha  i«Foh^  M  noir  IB  wAffx  and  leyH  cmeaiiaHoB,  whidi  Dp.  Be»o< 

rain;  Ipy  that  time  he  had  ezpa-  allows  (and  I  believe  vtwf  \ifflft 

tiated  vn  ddi  (hit  heart  was  op-  moft  aUoir)  fo  be  jut  and  |wtya» 

preTd'  whh  i^  he  b  affloei  to  it  beJig  faqp  ea^r  »■!**•  *»<* 

Ode 


Bookl.       PAR.ADISE   LOST.  19 

From  what  highth  fall'n,  fo  much  the  ftronger  ptov'd 
He  with  his  thunder  i  and  till  then  who  knew 
The  force  of  thofe  dire  arms  ?  yet  not  for  thofe. 
Nor  what  the  potent  vidor  in  hia  rage  95 

Can  elfc  inflift,  do  I  repent  or  change, 
Though  chang'd  in  outward  luftre,  that  fix'd  mind. 
And  high  dlfdain  irom  fenfe  of  injur'd  merits 

That 

comfeofdiiwork.  ^wWt^Vkatli  Cw  t^  H/BB,   A  I  ttptat  «r 

jom'd  now,  u  tjaal  mf  join'd  be-  'i'^>,  Ac]  Milton  ip  this 

fore:  fomewhu  like  tfiu in  Onid'i  snd  odicr  paAiget,  wbara  he  u dci 

)|i|ctamorpbofi%  I.  g;).  fcribiiig  die  fierce  and  unrelentipg 

Ofotor,Oconjw,Oft«!imroIa  ^^  ^aw  copied  after  the  ^a«ii 

faperilM,  that'AitbyliMgifesofPwmeAoM. 

Qsam  commune  nub  genius, « pa-  xhus  Prometiteus  fpcakiMg  of  la. 

OTclii  ongfl.  iter.  Pwm.  Vina.  QDt 

Pcwe  tonu  junxit,  noncipfa  pe-  .     -                \ 

.     .  ,  .     ,       A!iii[*T7tH*  A  ft^a^h  XMBeff- 

h  tjuatmn  caimo^  antwer  to  is  Mr  iKuaat 

rloritm  attrfrifi,  becanfe  Milton      _.  ^"f**" 

phces  »  comrn^  after  «/.^>,  and  *  Wr***  »V««T»  »«i1«.  wu  t«- 
Oi  conftiaaioii  it  foUows  after  ba^  ei"f^l' 

%ari,  in4  not  afyeTJuia'd.  I><(/«4**  >"V  ••'■■^  ^^  A  ft,*,  npi 

x«?Owai.  X.  T.  A.    niyer. 
Of.  H»  ii-i/i  Ail  liarifrr:  1  There  »      .   ,■, .  ,    _.,  .  -  __  .    . 

i.  ^  uncommon  beauty  ia  'this  «-  r,^^: /'IJ^^'^-^^'";'  |^  ". « 
preffion.  Sa.aa  difdain,  to  utter  the  ST  b  .S  tri^  60^"^.' 
name  of  God,  tbo' he  cannot  but  ^  Tst  10  ^^' 

icknowledge  his  fuperiority.     So  -    ■     .    9. 

agaia  rer.  257.  HI*  gall  M  mM  for  gri^  «W 

ftf^  JVdmn 
—  aU  but  left  than  hfi  «..-,.,     „  ,v     . 

Whom  thunder  h«h  made  gr«tM.   J"**"**  «i* /^ig"  of  the  Ito- 

[  -        ~  -  ■  to;. — icA* 
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That  mth  die  MIghtieft  rais'd  me  to  contend,  '  "^ 
And  to  the  fierce  contention  brooght  alor^  '  loi^ 
Innumerable  force  of  Spirits  ann'd,  ■   -•  i 

That  doift  diflike  his  reign,  and  me  pceferrii^,      -  " 
His  utmoft  pow'r  with  adrerie  pow'r  o{^ios'd 
la  dutnoos  ttattd  oa  the  plains  of  Heaven,  '  "^ 

And  Ibook  his  throne.  What  though  the  field  be  lofth 
All  is  not  loft;  th' unconquerable  will,  lotf 

And  ftudy  of  revenge,  imnxirtal  hate, 
And  co&r^  never  to  fubmit  or  yield. 
And  what  is  clfe  not  to  be  overcome  i  '' 

That  glory  never  fliall  his  wrath  or  might  jtd 

Extort  from  me.    To  bow  and  fue  for  gtacc 
With  foppliant  knee,  and  deify  his  power. 

Who 

ia5..i.^  U^hat  fbaigb  theftldlt  KiA  if  there  be  tnv  ddng  dft'  (be- 
iajlf  fidei   the  putkolan   menboa'd)' 

jIU  ismiUfi;  &c.]  TUi  pai&ge  which  it  not  to  be  overcome. 
it  an  excellent  improvement  upon  FtarctT- 

Satan'i  ^>eech  to  the  infenul  Spi-        I  la  7W  ^y  Stz.  ]    That  n>     I 
tin  in  "inillbt  Cant.  4.  St.  15.  but   fen  to  what  went  before ;  his  ta^C 
Seaat  ta  t>e  .expre&'d  from.  Pair&c   cmjKtrM  •vall  axdfiui^  of  revn^ 
hit  tranflilion  rather  than  from  the   hit  iaummU  iau  ami  ceuragt  Mvtr 
original.  t»/ikmt  tt  juU,  anJ  ii:biit  itfi^ '  J 

i/  mt  H  it  tvtmme ;    thefc  SanB ' 


V*  loft  Afield,  yet  loft  we  not  '   ,.    _,  ,    ,        ,  -.  , 

oar  heart.  ?*"?"  ^  ^"T-   »"'■  ''^  i^:. 

be  WW  God  oercr  (hoald  cnoR^  i 
16^  J^  vit^  if  tf/i  ml  U  it   from  biin.    And  then  begins  a  ne^   I 
fwnvMMi]  Here  IhooU  be  fentence  acconiing  to  M.  the  bdT  \ 
no  note  of  intenogatiooi  bnt  mAj.  editiont,  T»  ima  anj/ue  /!rr  grai*,'' 
nfemi-cobin.  ThewoidtA^wfctf    te — timi  van  l^w  iiuUeJ,  &f:  tta 
tffi Mtu  it  twram  Bpafy  Si  J^  fiillrefennM  to  what  went  beibrvi*' 
ftidjit  Oai  pa//f«WT  wtpm,   nd  bf  cUsviBg  this  punauation,      : 

this 
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o  fix>in  the  terror  of  this  anzi  Co  late 
ibted  his  empire^  that  were  low  iodeed, 
it  were  an  ignominy*  and  fhame  beneath        ij  r 
s  downiall;  fioce  by  iate  the  Arength  of  Gods 
[  this  empyreal  fubAance  cannot  &il, 
e  throu^  experience  of  this  great  event 
tins  not  worfe,  in  forefight  much  advanc'd, 
may  with  more  fuccefsiul  hope  reiblve  xao 

wage  by  force  or  guile  eternal  war, 
coDcileable  to  our  grand  foe, 
o  now  triumphs,  and  in  th'  excels  of  jey 
reigning  holds  the  tyranny  of  Heaven. 
0  fpake  th' apoflate  Angel,  though  in  pain,     12  j 
jiting  aloud,  but  rack'd  with  deep  defpair : 

And 

iliole  pafliEC,  which  has  per-  rncceTsfiilly,    notwidiflanding    the 

[  and  Goalbimded  fo  many  prefeot  triumph  of  their  adverfiuy 

n  and  writen,    is    render'd  m  Heaven. 

and  eafy  to  be  underftood.  124. tii  ijraimy  'f  Htavtu."] 

i. —  Satf  if/ate  ice.}    For  The  poet  Ipealung  in  hij  onm  pa. 

fnppofn  the  Angels  to  fub-  Ton  at  ver.  42.  of  the  fuprenii^" 

r  tve  and  ncfxoity,  and  he  of  the  Deity  calls  it  th  ibrvni  end 

enti  them  of  an  nrpyrtil,  that  monarcbj  tfGtJ;  but  here  veiy  art- 

br«  fubftance,   as  the  Scrip-  fully  alters  it  to  ibt  tfraw^af  Hta- 

ifiSfdoih;  Ut  makiih  bis  An-  -vm.         Thycr. 
imto,  wJln'i  mjniftrrs  ajiamt  Ut.   S»  /fait  iV aftfialt   Angtl, 

.    P6].  CIV.  4.    Heb.  I.  7.  tU  in  pmn, 

diJ3xiiU  to  fubmil,  fincc  the  Vamaiag  ahni,    bwt  recfj  'witb 

I)  [ai  he  fays]   are  nereflarily  Jt^  Jeffeir:']  The  fenfe  of 

ital  and  cannot  be  deftroy'd,  the  lafl  verfe  nies  finely  above  that 

iaoe  too  they  are  now  im-  of  the  fbrnieT :  In  the  firil  verie  it 

J  in  experience,    and    may  is  only  faid,  diat  he  jp^it  ihmgb  in 

to  cany  on  the  war  taotc  fmt:  In  the  laft  the  pact  cxpreAe* 
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And  him  thue  anfwAr'd  ibon  his  hold  compter. 
O  Prince,  O  Chief  of  mmy  thfeiWd  PowiMlfs^ 
Th^  led  th'  imbatterd  Seraphim  to  War 
Under  thy  condud,  and  m  dreadful  deeds  i  jo 

Fearlefs,  indanger'd  Heav'n's  perpetual  king. 
And  put  to  proof  his  high  fupremacy. 
Whether  upheld  by  ftrength,  orcharice,  or  hlti; 
Too  well  I  fee  and  rue  l3)e  dire  erehC, 
That  with  fad  overthrow  and  foul  defeat  13  j 

Hath  loft  us  Heav'n,  and  all  this  mighty  haft 
In  horrible  defbudion  laid  thus  Xovf, 
As  far  as  Gods  and  heav'nly  eflences 
Can  perKh :  for  die  mind  and  fpiVit  remains 
Invincible,  and  vigor  fbon  returns,  140 

Though  all  our  glory*  extin£t,  and  happy  flate 

aaitatdealmore;  for  Satan  not  fhoold  remark  here  die  m/maiBBf 

CUV  ^uki  but  he  ffounted  aloudy  of  the  word  ferpetmal.     B§mU 

«na  yet  at  the  fame  time  he  was  doth  not  fay  eternal  AtMgp  far  doi 

not  only  im  pmn^  but  was  radCd  he  could  not  have  boafted  of  oc 

n»i^  Jeep  de^edr.  Pearce.  dangeringlDi^  king4om :  but  he  eb- 

The  poet  had  probably  in  yiew  devors  to  detract  as  mnck  »  lie 

this  paflage  of  Virgil,  ^n.  I.  208.  can  from  God*s  eveHaAug  doai- 

Talia  voce  refert;  curilbue  in-  njon,  and  calls  him  only^iW 

gtntibas  aeger  ^'  ^g  ^^^  ^"°«  umneniwU 

Spem  vulta  fimulat,  premit  altum  ?^  ^^^^^"^  interruption,  as  Ofii 

conk  doloitm.  \zj%perpetuumcMmenyNL^l.\» 


—  primaque  ab  orieine 

X  3 1 .  — -  mdimgefVHeM^te^j  fir^     Ad  mea  perpetuum  dtdacit* 
ftfUeit  khgi]   Th%   reader  pora- carmen. 


mtf 
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Here  fwallow'd  up  in  endlcfs  mifery. 
But  what  if  he  our  conqu'ror  (whom  I  now 
Of  force  believe  almighty,  fince  no  lefs 
Than  fuch  could  have  o'er-pow'r'd  fach  force  as  oars) 
Have  left  us  this  cur  ffn'rlt  and  ftrength  entire     146 
Strongly  to  fuffer  and  fu|>port  our  pains, 
That  we  may  fo  foffice  his  ver^eful  ire. 
Or  do  him  mightier  fervice  as  his  thralls 
,By  right  of  war,  whate'er  his  bufinefs  be  i  ro 

Here  in  the  heart  of  Hell  to  work  in  fire, 
Or  do  his  errands  in  the  gloomy  deep ; 
What  can  it  then  avail,  though  yet  we  feel 
Strength  undiminiih'd,  or  eternal  being 
To  undergo  eternal  punifliment  ?  15^ 

Whereto  with  fpeedy  words  th'  Arch-Fiend  reply 'd, 

FalTn 

,  Wlut  BeAubab  ineuis  here  u  ex-  Hii  ttrmati  mat  the  Urmenu  wiuch 

'  arcG'd  mora  u  Ui^e  iiftcrwuds  hy  be  huh  apfmnied  for  ns  ta  fuffer. 

Mfu.  TCI.  637.  M^mjr  ia[luiG«  of  ibu    way    of 

fpeaking  may   be   foond  in    [hii 

—  But  he  who  rcigiu  poem,       Ptaiet, 

MMuAu  Hmv'r,  till  then  as 

o^fccorc  ije.  WAm^-ITo  whtthe 

-8K«a  hM  thrme,   upheU  by  oM  ^^  f^  \^^  ,^hich  had  ftartled 

^^repote,  Satan,  and  to  which  he  thinks  it 

«aUnt«FCBBom,  Off.  piepji    n,    jj^j^^   a  j^^  ,«,ly. 
Spetdy   'vmrdt    m    better    applied 

■  $0.  -~-^hqtetr  hiihiUk^iht\  here  than  vna.  «']f£f*r7«  *^  *^' 

The  bufineb  which  God  htth  ap-  way^ia  Hprner. 
poinfed  for  ut  to  do.     So  in  II.  70. 


«4 
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Fairn  Cherab,  to  be  weak  is  miierable 
Doing  or  fuffering :  but  of  this  be  furc. 
To  do  ought  good  never  will  be  our  tafk^ 
But  ever  to  do  ill  our  fole  delight. 
As  bei'ng  the  contrary  to  his  high  will 
Whom  we  refift.     If  then  his  providence 
Out  of  our  evil  feek  to  bring  forth  good. 


160 
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1 57.  —  /9  ^r  wiaJt  is  mftntU 
Dang  orfitffenng:']  Satan  having 
in  his  fpeech  boafted  that  the 
firength  pf  Godt  could  not  faiU  ▼«". 
n6.  and  Beelzebab  having  faid, 
vcr.  146.  if  God  has  left  us  this  our 
firength  entire^  t9  fuffer  paim  ftrongljt 
mr  to  do  him  mightier  femnce  as  bis 
tbraUsf  what  then  cam  our  firength 
avail  us  f  Satan  here  replies  very 
properly,  whether  we  are  to  fuffer 
or  to  worJ^t  yet  ftill  it  is.fome  com- 
fort to  have  our  ftrength  undinii- 
niih'd ;  for  it  is  a  mi/erahU  thing, 
(fays  he)  to  he  <weak  and  without 
fbength,  whether  we  are  doing  or 
fuffering.  This  is  the  fenfe  of  the 
place  I  and  this  is  farther  coafiiin*d 
by  what  Belial  fays  in  II.  199. 

— — To/^asto^ 
Our  ftrenph  is  equal  —     Pearce, 

.    1 59*  7o  do  ought  nod  never  *will 
be  our  tafi^J   Dr.  Bentley 
would  read  it  thus. 

To  do  onght  good  *wil/  never  be 
our  talk, 

as  of  a  finoother  and  ftronger  ac- 
cent: but  I  conceive  that  Milton 


intended  to  vary  the  accent  of  «f««r 
and  ever  in  the  next  veiie. 

l6q.  But  fee  tbiangiyvi0or  beak  • 
recaitd  &c.  ]  Dr.  Bentley 
hath  really  made  a  very  nuiteriat 
objedkion  to  this  and  fome  other 
parages  of  the  poem,  wherein  die 
good  Angcb  are  reprefented,  at. 
purfoing  the  rebel  boft  with  firs' 
and  thunderbolts  down  throiiffb> 
Chaos  even  to  the  gates  dT  Hcni 
as  beine  contrary  to  the  accoanCr 
which  me  Angel  Raphael  gives  to 
Adam  in  the  6th  book.  And  it 
is  certain  that  there  the  good  An- 
gels are  order'd  to  Rand  fiUl  mdf 
and  behold^  and  the  Mefliah  aloasv 
expels  them  out  of  Heaven,  and! 
after  he  has  expelled  them^  and' 
Heli  has  cIosM  upon  them,  VI.  88a 

'  Sole  victor  from  th^expolfion  of 

his  foes 
Mefliah    his    triumphal    charioc 

tum'd : 
To  meet  him  all  his  Saints,  who 

iiient  flood 
Eye-vidmefles  of  his  almi^tj  aSit 
With  jubilee  advanced. 

Thcfe 
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r  muft  be  to  pervert  that  end, 

of  good  ilHl  to  find  means  of  evil  j  1 65 
ft-times  nay  iucceed,  fo  as  perh^ 

:ve  him,  if  I  ^  Hot,  and  difturb  '  - 

&  counfeU  ftotn  tbpir  deftin'd  aim.  :  '       ' 

le  angry. vi^rA^th  r^call'd  ■'  :.    :  - 

fters  of  vfQgciHiQB  imd  purfiiit  170  - 
Back 

ants  are  nl^nlr  con-  i*/li  ■adperlttpithej'iniglit  think' 

etotheomer:  but  the  thu  a  nuineroui  hoft  were  ntHjr 

■M  therefor^  contra-  {ntrfaing.      In  one  plifce    iodced' 

.  nor  h  one  part  of  his  we    have    Chaos   fpeaking    thus, 

nfiftent  with  another.  If.  996. 


id  be  confide  red,  who 
Ml  that  give  theie  dif- 
mt*.  In  book  the  6th 
Ufhad  is  the  fpeaWer, 
«  hit  account  may  be 
xm  ps  the  genuin  and 
irf  the  matter.  But  in 
£ages  Satan  himfelf  or 
Angels  are  the  fpeak- 
ey  were,  too  proud  and 
er  to  acknowledge  the 
r  dieir  conqueror ;    as 


1 and  Hcav'n  galei 

Pour'd  out  by  niitlions  her  vifto- 

rioua  bands 
Purfuing ; 

But  what  a  condition  was  Chaos  is 
during  the  fall  of  the  rebel  Angels } 
See  VI.  871. 

Nine  days  they  fell;  confounded 

Chaos  roar'd, 
An4  felt  tenfold  coufufioR  in  their 

faU 


Through  his  wild    anarchy,    fo 

huge  a  rout 
Incombcr'd  him  with  ruin. 


would  n 

they  would  rather 
r  defeat  to  tht  whole 
iven  than  to  bim 
lid  indeed  imagin  their  We  muft  fuppofc  him  therefore  to 
be  fo  many  in  num-  fpeak  according  to  his  own  frighted 
fears  multiplied  them,  atiddifturb'dimaginationiheimght 
conceive  that  fo  much 


a  admirably  to  exprefs 


they  were  terrified  and 


tt  /wad  of  a 
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Back  to  the  gates  of  Heav'n:  the  folphoroat  hoQ^^ 

i  Shot  after  us  in  ftorm,  o'erblown  hath  laid  ■' 

■^  The  fiery  furge,  diat  from  the  precipice 

Of  Heav'n  receiv'd  U3  falling}  and  the  tlumder,    ' ' 

I  .    .  Wing'd  with  red  lightning  and  impctuoos  rage,  17J 

\ .  Perhaps  hath  fpent  his  (halts,  and  ceafes  now 

•'  To  bellow  through  the  vaft  and  boundlefs  deep, 

^  *  '  Let  us  not  flip  th'  occafion,  whether  fcom, 

fr  Or  iatiate  fury  yield  it  from  oar  foe. 

^  Sccft  thou  yon  dreary  plain,  forlorn  and  wild,     i8| 

''  The  feat  of  defolation,  void  of  light,  ' 

.    '  Save  what  the  glimmering  of  thefe  livid  flames    '  ■■* 

■  Cafts  pale  and  dreadful  ?  Thither  let  us  tend  '• 

i  From  off  the  toffing  of  thcfc  fiery  waves,  "^ 

r  -  Then 

^            cmld  not  Bit  be  ef^fted  by  t  Angla  iqi.  (^ mit  •wial  rt/HutiM}  91m 

t    '          hand:    and   wliat  z  lubJime  ides  reinforcement i    to    which    ii   k^ 

''            matt  it  pvt  lu  of  the  tenon  of  tora'd  (jT  mt:  m.  yndom  ^ptams 

♦           thf  Meffiah,  that  be  alone  Jhoold  bnt  tlic  poet  gare  it  ff"  mnt. 

fw  u  fiMiaidBbte  u  if  the  whole  B« 
~  '         hoft  of  HeaveD  were  pnrfidif  f  So 

L           thu   thii   JMiaing  coMradiakin,  jg^.  W^b  iuJ  wf-Sft  ti^m 

T             upon  e;(ainiiiatioii,  provei  rather  s  wm«^  aadtyu 

*     «'      t>**i>tythananybleaii(htothepoem.  That  ^Ui^  Not'il,    ki » 

"•    '         "                 piatdPtv/rATix  fatuhijidu 

lere  ii  intended  to  Fr»w  m  tit  Jl           . 

,  (le^pndetfiood  in  the  Latm  fenfe,  like  thofe  linn  in  Vit^  of  nM 


word  mf&ati  here  ii  intended  to        Frfw  m  At  /WJ 
aonAiiMt  ferocnti. 


"if    ^  (le^pndetfiood  in  the  Latm  feme,   like  thofe  linn  in  S'm^  «t  nM 
k     <^  roned,  niia'd,  lUterly  broken.  nonftiiMt  femnf^  S»- 1£  vA- 


P**».     ; 
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There  reft,  if  any  reft  can  harbour  there,  1 9  e 

And  re-aflembling  our  afflided  Powers, 
Confult  how  wc  may  henceforth  moft  offend  ■ 

'  Our  enemy,  our  own  lofs  how  repair,  * 

How  overcome  this  dtre  calamity, 
What  reinforcement  we  may  gain  from  hope,     153 
If  not  what  refoJution  from  defpair. 

Thna  Eted  tidld^  to  his  ncarefl  mate  4 

With  head  ap-M.  sbgye  the  wave,  and  cye«  " 

j^fast  ffariUii^  hUa%  hk  other  puts  befidcs 
Prone  on  the  flood,  extended  long  and  large       19^5 
hsy  flotiog  many  a  rood,  in  bulk  as  huge 
As  wh<»n  the  &bles  name  of  monflrous  iize, 
Titaniao,  or  Earth-born,  that  warr'd  (»i  Jove, 

Briareos  ,'■ 

faAon  yanuB  into  fioAiu  ar-  Per  UKa  mnem  cniyi^ftnT  wrpui 

^ .      te&M,  jobxque  Potrigitar. 

•m^at  e"T<>»nt  "wl"  f  P«"  Aod  alfo  diat  of  tBe  old  dragon 

•^^  •"  in   Spenfcr.    Fairy  Queen    B.   i. 

"■"  "P*-  Cant.  II.  S(.  8. 

196.   Lif  Jhtimt  mmtf  *  ntd,} 
A  rtJ  it  ib*  fborth  part  of  aa 

If'    *°    ^J/k    ^^r  "^  ft       '98-   r//W«.,  <r  i^/t-fcn,.]  ■■ 
taa  u  fcptdrii  by  the  laai«  fort         '  / 

of  lanfufc,   at  that  of  one    of       Gsdoi  and^uuiD  terrje,  Titania 
A*  ^«tti  in  Viisil,    Ma.   VI.  pubet.     JSia.  VI.  580.  * 

J96, 

L  3  199.  JfT*- 
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Briarcos  or  Typhon,  whom  the  den 

By  ancient  Tarfus  held,  or  that  fea-beaft  toA 

Leviathan,  which  God  of  all  his  wwks 

Created  hugeft  that  fwim  th'  ocean  ftream : 

Him  haply  flumb*ring  on  the  Norway  foam 

Th^  pilot  of  feme  fmall  night-foander*d  fki£F 


199    ^riar/vx]  So  Miltoo  writes  hemM,  and  attribntei  >Eafe  to  k: 

^  jt,  that  it  may  be  pronounced  as  and  3ret  by  ibme  tbingii  eae  woril 

fmtr  lyllables;    and  not  Briaremj,  thuk  chat  he  todt   k  mkcr  §m 

which  is  proDoanced  as  three,  a  tvLde  (as  was  the 

Et  centomgeminas  Briareas.  ^^oon)      ere  KUig   ^      

Virg.  JEn.  VI.  287.  "PJ«  i^,f  «^  ^  ^"]?^  ^ 

AxKi  Briareus  with  aU  his  himdnld  ^^  ^^  ^'^^  "f^  ^L*" 

hands.    Dr>'dcn.  of'iccJ^S''" 

199.  —  or  TjpboMj  '■jL'bom  the  den  202.  Created  hmgefi  te.  ]   Tlui 
By  emcievt  tarfus  held^   Typhon  verfe  is  found  ftuik  witk  a«  faeiig 

is  the  fame  with  Typhoeas.    That  too  rough  and  abimioas,  bat  that 

the  den  of  Typhoens  was  in  Ciii-  is  not  a  nnk  but  a  bawqr  hipK,  ai 

cia,  of  which  Tarfjs  was  a  cele-  it  better  exprefles    the    bngeaeii 

Vatcd  city,  we  are  told  by  Pindar  and  unwieldmefs  of  the  creitwCy 

and  Pomponius  Mela.    I  am  much  and  no  doubt  was  defig|i*d  hf  dtt 

jBillaken,  if  Milton  did  not  make  author. 

de  of    Famaby's  note  on  Ovid        204.  — —  mght-fmmin'i  fiif\ 

Met.  V.  347.  to  which  I  refer  the  Some  little  boat,  fi^ofe  pUotdarct 

reader.     He  took  ancUnt  Tarfus  not  proceed  in  his  conrlc  for  fcv 

perhaps  from  Nonnus :  of  die  dark  ni^;  a   -y^rhflr 

which  is  quoted  in  Lloyd^t  Cidio-  Dr.  Bentley  reads  m^b-fitrnderdi 

pary.     Jortin.  but  the  coalBum  reading  it  better, 

200.  — —  thatfea-heaft  becaufe    if  (as  the  Dodor  fivfs) 
Lc^viathan^  7^^  beft  critics  feem  foundering  is  finking  by  a  leaking 

now  tQ  be  agreed,  that  the  author  in  the  fhip,  it  woum  be  ^  Utde 
of  the  book  of  Job  by  the  /r^mi-  ufe  to  the  pilot  to  fix  his  anchor  en 
than  meant  the  crocodile  i  and  Mil-  an  iland,  the  (kiff  would  fink.nol*' 
ton  dcfcribes  it  in  the  fame  man-  widiftanding,  if  leaky.  By  mwjk^ 
|ier  partly  as  ^ffi  and  partly  as  a  founder  d  Muiton  means  ovcrtauteii 


■** 
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Deeming  Come  iland,  oft,  as  fea-men  tell, 
With  fixed  anchor  in  his  flcaly  rind 
Moors  by  his  fide  under  the  lee,  while  night 
Invefts  the  fea,  and  wifhed  morn  delays: 
So  ilretch'd  out  huge  iri  length  the  Ar'ch-Fiehd  lay 
Chain'd  on  the  burning  lake,  nor  ever  thence      zio 

Had  ' 

l>y  the  night,  tml  thence  at  a  lofs  preBion  tha.n  umlrii mx opiril  terra^M 

which  w»y  to  fail.     That  the  poet  of  Virgil  ^n.  IV.  352.     But  ou^* 

^ak)  of  what  befel  the  pilot  hf  author  in  ihia  (ts  Mr.  Thyer  r«' 

-'■'  ■    ■  ipean  from  ver.  zoj.tvhiJe  marki)  alludes  to  the  figurative  de- 

v/t  iht  fta.    Milton,  iri  his  fcription  of  eight  ufed  by  the  poets, 

IrdthcMaflt.ufes  the  fame  particularly  Spenfer.   Fajry  Queen, 
nc.  11.  St.  49, 


night,  appean  from 
Hgfit  invi/la  ihi  fia.  Miitoii,  iri  his 
poem  call'd  the  Maflt,  ufes  the  fame 
phrafe:  the  two  brothers  having 
loft  their  way  in  the  wood,  one  of 
them  fajrs, 


'^y  this  the  diooping  day-li^hl  'gaa 
to  fade, 

^r-^  for  certain  ^^^  X'^^  )>'?  room  to  fsd  fuc-i 

Either  fome  one,  like  ni,  night-  cecding  night, 

^Kidtr'd^vn  (S'c  Fearci.      ^*»  ™"*  her  fahU  mantU  'gan  f 


Z05.  -—  atfta-mtn  ttS,]  Words 
«reU  added  to  obriate  the  iricredi- 
InUty  of  cafting  anchor  in  this 
naner.     -^mt. 

xa?.  libtrt  iy  bis  JUi  under  the 
litis  Anchors  by  hii  fide 
^ider  wind.  Manriag  at  fea  is  the 
Ixyii^  out  of  anchors  in  a  proper 
ptac*  for  the  fecure  tiding  of  a 
Slip.  Jhe  III  or  lee-fhore  is  that 
<n  «4udi  the  wind  blow),  fo  that 
to  be  umAr  tbi  lie  of  the  {hore  is  to 
be  cIdTb  nnder  thb  weather- Ihore 
Ht  voAbt  mnd.  See  Chamberi'a 
Dift.  An  inftance  thi»  atnong 
•then  of  dnr  author's  affeAatiini 
in  the  nfe  of  technical  terms. 
■    207.  *■   I     vihile  night 

.    bnit^t  tiefi'i\  A  much  finer  ex- 


7bt  face  tf  larth. 

Mtltoh  alfo  in  the  faiile  tafie  fpeak' 
ing  of  the  moon,  IV.  609. 

And  o'er  the  dark  her  filvet- mantl< 
threw. 
209.  Sa  Jiretch'd  out  huge  in  length 
the  •Ar'ch-timd  lay,  ]  The 
length  of  this  verfe,  confilling  of 
fo  many  moiiofy  liable  s,  and  pro- 
hounc'd  fo  HowlJ-,  is  excellency  ,. 
adapted  to  the  fubjeft  that  it 
would  defcribe.  The  tone  is  uport 
the  firft  fyllable  in  this  line,  the 
Arch-Fiend  lay,  whereas  it  wS*  up- 
on the  laft  fyllable  of  the  word  m 
Ter.  1 56.  lb-  Arth-Tiini  rcplfd;  a 
liberty  that  Miltoik  fometimes  taket 
to  pronotmcc  thi  Eimt  ward  wiitt 


/    "I 


•  « 
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I^  ris'n  or  heav'd  hk  head^  but  that  dio  inll 
And  high  permiffion  of  dl-rulbg  Heaven 
Left  him  at  largq  to  his  own  dark  defigni^ 
That  with  reiterated  crimes  he  nught 
Heap  on  himfelf  damnation^  while  he  &ia^     ^15 
Evil  to  others,  and  enrag'd  might  fee 
Hbw  ail  his  malice  ferv'd  hot  to  bring  fixth 
J^tofinite  goodoefii  grace  and  merey  ihow^ 
On  Man  by  him  fedoc'd,  hot  00  himfdf  i 

Treble  confu£k>B,  wrath  and  vengeance  pooled,   iM 
Porthwidi  apright  he  rears  from  off  the  pool 
Ifis  mighty  ftatore;  on  each  hand  the  flaines 
Driven  backward  Hope  their  pointbg  ifnres,  aadrdll'd 

In 


a  diSertnt  accent  im  difierent 
placet.  We  dull  maik  Cask  words 
at  are  to  be  pronoonced  with  an 
acfcent  diflfarent  firom  tlic  *^^h*"»^ 
vft. 

221.  Parthmth  afrigii  In  ruart 
Ire.]  The  whole  part  <tf  thk  great 
enemy  of  mankind  it  filled  with 
fiidi  incidents  at  are  very  apt  to 
faiie  and  terrify  the  reader^t  ima- 
gination. Of  out  nature  it  hit  be- 
ing the  firft  that  awakens  oat  of 
the  general  trance,  with  hit  poftixre 
on  die  burning  lake>  hit  rifing 
from  i^  and  the  deicri^>don  of  hit 
fliield  and  (pear.  To  whidi  we 
«^y  add  hit  call  to  the  fiUten  An- 


^,  diat  Inr  plaqgVl  aal  i^lM 
la  die  lea  or  fire. 

He  caU*d  fo  loud  dua  aH  db  kok 

hywdeo) 
Of  Hea  idoonded. -^    • 

But  diere  it  no  fiiq^  jaftapila 
die  ^RHbole  poem  workea  qp  to  a 
pvater  fnUimity,  than  that  >rp1m0» 
m  his  perfen  is  defdibed  la..  tftdb 
celebrated  Hnet 

—  He  above  die  icft 

In  (hape  and  geftorepniBi^ir 
nent 

Stood  like  a  towV.  CTft 


226.  *-«iKMiinf«i/iviU^ 
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tows,  leave  i'th'  midft  a  horrid  vale. 

with  expanded  wings  he  fleers  hJs  flight    225 

incumbent  on  the  dufky  air 
felt  unufual  weight,  tiU  on  dry  land  ! 

;hts,  if  it  were  land  that  ever  burn'd 
folid,  as  the  lake  with  liquid  fire ; 
bch  appear'd  in  hue,  as  when  the  force      ft^e 
bterrancan  wind  tranfports  a  hill  '  • 

from  Pelorus,  or  the  fliatter'd  fide  . 

iind'ring  ^tna,  whofe  combuftible 
jcl'd  entrails  thence  conceiving  fire, 
Vd  wilii  mineral  fury,  aid  the  winds,        13  j 
cave  3l  finged  bottom  all  involv'd 

With 

tf  the  ar't  fi'Ung  mtn/uai        «9.  —  UquJfire  ( ]    Virg.  Ed. 

I  borrowed  from  Scenier,  VI.  jj.  ' 

iaking  of  the  old  dragon  Et  liquid!  fimnl  ignis. 
Cb  lines,  B.  i.  Cane.  ii.  ^^  , ,  .  ,i 

2JI,  Of  JubttrTanlttn  imitdl 

Br.Pearce  conjefturei  tlistit  Iboiild 
Ridi  hii  waving  win«  dif-  !«.  ■'^^M'^f'"«_  ■^■'"^i-  bccaufe 
red  wide  '' "  imwA  afterwards, 

f.p  hirii  hi:  llftrfirna  »nJ  *=  conjcaurj  r=tm.  piob.bis 
pouoT  •ndmgcoas:  thc>,«  ««•„/,, 

iStonsHighidid&rdb^  -("''" ^ T* "••'•■''(•'}■  "^  f "l 
■  .  *    "  ^    iQCKaic  tht  'ait^s  woich  firft  blew 

cUin;  >ir,  which  nigh  too  "P '''°  '"■ 

ble  found  I'ja.  Ptlarui,']  A  promoBtory  of 

Ating  pans,    and  element  Sicit/,  now  Cape  di  faro,  about  a 

Qond,  mile  and  half  ftom  Italy,  whence 

u  ib  great  a  weight.  Vitgil  angulla  a  fiit  Pilari,  ^n. 

nw.  111.687.    «>™- 

t,  ajs.  qf 


/ 
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With  ftench  aiid  fmoke :  Such  rcfting  found  the  SdbU 
Of  unbleft  feet.    Him  followed  his  next  mate,    -  /; 
Both  glorying  to  have  'fcap'd  the  Stygian  flood 
As  Gods,  ahd  by  their  own  recovered  ftrengthgi      S4« 
Not  by  the  fufierance  of  fupernal  Power.    . 

Is  this  the  region,  this  the  foil,  the  cliqie,      ... 

Said  then  the  loft  Arch-Angel,  this  the  feat       

That  we  muft  change  for  Heav*n,  this  moumfiil  gloom 
iPor  that  celeftial  light  ?  Be'  it  fo,  fince  he  945 

Who 

238.  0/  unbUft  feet.']  Dr.  Bent-  it  is  likewife  in  VttL  591.  and  OL 

iJty  to  make  the  accent  finoother  559.  See  the  note  on  Ver.  3^. 
reads  Of  feet  unbleft^  bat  Milton        250.  -^^  Hmlbarrtrs,  £miUc,2 

could  have  done  the  (uae  thing,  if  His  fentiments  are  ewdj  wav  ».' 

he  thought  proper :  On  the  con-  fwerable  to  his  charafter^  ana  foit- 

trary  he  choofes  almoft  always  to  able  to  a  created  being  erf"  the  molt . 

pat  the  epithet  before  the  fubftan*  exalted  and  moft  depraved  natme. 

tive  (excepting  at  the  end  of  a  Snth  it  that  in  whknhfetakeifafc». 

%erfe)  even  tho*  the  veHe  be  the  feffion  of  his  place  of  tonaisnCB. 

Ftant.  And  afterwards                     ...... 

246.  Sovran]  So  Milton  fpells  it  Here  at  ifitf 

after  the  Italian  ^0<»rvMr».    Itisnot  We  ihall  be  free ;  bTc. 

eafy  to  account  for  the  formation 

of  oar  word  Soverdgn.  Amidft  diofe  impiedes  w^idi  Ak 


-•Ai  —  f^fh^RA^^la^ukM^-x  «i^ag«d  Spirit  utters  in  othpr  places 
1^\J^i^'Z*Q^  oftheppem^the.nth»rl».S 
u     1"'^**  "^"*  *"^  i^rccR.    ^^^  ^  introduce  none  thir  b  not 


-.__„  _^L  ,.  in^  \  '-*"^  ^"  iutroaucc  none  nm 

proverb  ^«p«  Ai®-  «  ^  ««,»-    y    ^jj^  abfuidity,  and  » 

248.  Wb^m  remfm  hatb  eauaPd^  ]  fcribcs  them,  bearing  only  Mfid^ 
jRe4^  is  to  be  pronoonced  here  as  /once  cf  icertb^  notfttbfiemuk  Wmk 
one  fyllable,  or  two  ihort  ones,  as   likewfle  with  great  an  ddctibcdas 

•waiig 


•» 
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t  now  is  Sovran  can  difpofe  and  bid 

.t  fhall  be  right:  fartheft  from  him  is  beft, 

)m  reason  hath  equal'd,  force  hath  made  fuprcme 

le  his  equals.     Farewel  happy  fields, 

:re  joy  for  ever  dwells:  Hall  horrors,  hail     250 — " 

nal  world,  and  thou  profoundeft  Hell 

live  thy  new  poffeiTor ;  one  who  brings  * 

ind  not  to  be  chang'd  by  place  or  time.  *• ' 

mind  is  its  own  place,  and  in  itfclf 

.Can 


I  hU  winilary  to  Ix  al- 
r.  WIuUctct  pervcrfe  inier- 
aa    be  pati  on  the  juilice, 

Uii  other  attributes  of  the 
oe  Bein^  he  frequently  con- 
■is  onuupotence,  that  being 
afe^oa  he  wu  forced  to 
lim,  and  the  only  codidera' 
tiich  could  fupport  his  pride 
die  Atine  of  his  defeat, 
uft  I  om!t  that  beautiful  cir- 
nce  of  his  burfting  out  into 
Dpoa  his  furvey  or  chofe  in- 
lole  Spirits  whom  he  had  in- 

in  the  lame  guilt  and  ruio 
&tfeir.  JdJifin. 
..Rttth/t  iiy  atvj  fcffcffBri'\ 
la&ge  fecms  to  be  an  ini- 
wnt  upbQ  Sophocles,  Ajax 
rime  Ajax,  before  he  kills 
V  criei  out  much  in  the  fame 


IfW  «(■  fftti, 


EXtAt  fu-    , 

253.  —  iy  placr  cr  timt.']  MiltOB 
is  excellent  in  placing  his  wordji 
invert  them  Onlj',  and  fay  6y  time 
or  place,  and  if  the  reader  has  inv 
ear,  he  will  ^erceire  how  mncll^ 
the  alteration  is  for  die  worfe.  Foi* ' 
the  paufe  falling  upon  plaet  In  the 
lirA  line  ky  lime  er  plate,  and  again 
upon  place  in  the  next  line  The 
mind  is  itt  rum  plan,  would  of- 
fend the  ear,  and  therefore  is  an- 
fiilly  varied. 

A  mind  not  to  be  chang'dby  place 

or  time. 
The  mind  is  its  own  place. 
25^..  7bi  mindis  its  meti  flttrt,} 
Thefe  are  fome  of  ihe  extrava- 
gances of  the  Stoics,  and  conld 
not-  be  better  ridiculed  than  they" 
are  here  by  being  put  in  the  mouth 
of  Satan  in  hb  prefent  iitaation. 

Tijcr. 
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Can  makea  Hetv'nof  HcU,  a  Hell  of  Heav'm    ] 
What  otttter  where,  if  I  be  ftill  the  fame. 
And  what  I  ihould  be,  all  but  lefi  than  he 
Whom  thunder  bath  nade  greater?  Heeeatleail 
We  ihall  be  frees  th' Akxi^^hty  hath  not  buMt 
Here  for  his  envy,  will  not  drive  us  hence;         j 
Here  we  nay  leigpi  ibfiwe,  and  in  my  choice 
To  reign,  ii  worth  ambitioii  though  in  Hell ; 
Better  to  reign  in  HcU^  than  (erve  in  Heaven. 
But  wherefore  let  we  then  our  fiuthful  firiends, 
Th'  ailbciates  and  copartners  of  our  lofs,  2 

Lie  thus  aibnifh'd  on  th' oblivious  pool. 


SS7.  •—di/ffarl  Ilicvelieard 
pit  nopotVi  to  md  mihii,  that  it 
•laoiii^i  but  piefer  the  tt^^^a^^ 
seadiag. 

Htnfwrhitemyi^  This  if  aot  a 
phct  w  God  flumld  tseerf  01,  or 
tUnk  it  too  good  for  ns;  and  in 
chit  (isnfe  the  word  mv^  it  afed  in 
leveral  placet  of  the  poem,  and 
particiilarly  in  IV.  517.  VIU.  494. 
and  IX.  770. 

^63.  Bitttr  to  rtiffi  in  HeUf  tbam 

fimn  iu  Hiovim,']  This  it  a 

wpnderfiiUy  fine  improvement  upon 

PJomcthtMi't  anfwer  to  Mercury  in 

iUchylot.  From.  VinA.  965. 

wj0[§x«rf 


S«pt»c  «rir«r\  aft^r  MKK01Q 

Xfaiartp  yn^  Ufui  Ty/t  Am; 

fM^vtrMb 
H  iTATei  f  (iMi  2ari  v/rtr  4j 

Atf. 

It  was  a  memorable  faying  of 
lins  Csefiu*,  that  he  had  ratha 
the  firft  man  in  a  coimtry-Tfll 
than  the  fecond  at  Rome.  T 
reader  will  obienre  how  prop 
the  faying  is  here  amJied  aal 
commodated  to  the  ipeaken  ] 
here  made  a  fcntiment  wortk| 
Satan,  and  of  him  only; 


nam  te  nee  fperent  TM 
regem* 
Nee  tibi  rqpaodi  Teaiat  taaai 
cupido.      Virg.  Gcoi^  I. 

Gtq 
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And  call  them  not  to  (hare  with  us  their  part 
\a  this  unhappy  manfion,  or  once  more 
With  rallied  arms  to  try  what  may  be  yet 
Regain'd  in  Heav'n,  or  what  more  loft  in  Hell  ?     270 

So  Satan  fpake,  and  him  Beelzebub 
Thus  anfwer'd.    Leader  of  tbofc  armies  bri^t. 
Which  but  th'Omnipotent  none  could  have  foil'd. 
If  once  they  hear  that  voice,  their  Uvelleft  pledge 
Of  hope  in  fears  and  dangers^  lieard  fo  oft         iyg 
tn  worft  extremes,  and  on  the  perilous  edge 
3f  battel  when  it  rag'd,  in  all  aflaults 
rheir  fureft  ilgnal,  they  will  foon  refume 

New 

Srodot  iiA  Wbibcd  tbe  June  !»•  It  hm  been  oUenrM  to  juc  b^  x 

iment  to  Saon  in  kii  Adamui  Exul,  paioa    of  werjr  fine  oAc,   that 

1  tragedj  which  our  aothor  feemi  Shakefpear  liu  an  «nira£on  yaf, 

0  hare  imiraced  in  Anne  few  places,  lilcethuin  z  Hen.  XV.  AAI. 

ad  hu  tnnflated  the   folUing      y^^  knew,  he  walk'd  o'«  perils. 
DCs  J  but  how  much  better  «  the  ^^^^ ^  *^ 

"'"""L^LT '*?"*'"''"'''''*     MotelikelyroMin.  than  toget 

1  one  by  Mutoo  I  ^.^i. ,  '  * 

•^Nam,  meiudice,  ,  ,       ' „      ^, 

Repuuc  ^fftam  efl  ambitu,  etfi   »""  rometfung  like  it  in  i  Hen.  IV. 

iaTanaro;  ^  Afl  I. 

Alto  fracfeTaitaro  fiquidem  ja>     I'Q  read  yoa  matter,  deep  and  dan- 

rait  gerous  j 

Crttie  ^UB  in  ipHs  fervi  t^>ire     Ai  full  of  peril  and  adrcDtroui 

X76.  —  M  thtpcrikai  tigt  As  to  o'erwalk  a  current,  roaring 

'^hiaH{\    Periiaps  he  ha%«  load, 

■nd  Virgil,  M-^.W.  518.  On  iheunftedfaftfbotihg  of  appear. 

Bt  mccnm  wgentet  va  srolxne  Hot.  If  iie  fall  in.  ^ood  aight 

belli.     7«r/ra,  or  fu>k  or  Imui. 

Or 
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-   New  courage  and  revive,  though  now  they  lie 
Groveliag  and  proftrate  on  yon  Uke  of  fire^  a 

As  we  ere  while,  aftounded  imd  aniaz'd> 
No  wonder,  £dl'n  fuch  a  pernicious  highth. 

He  fcaice  had  ceas'd  when  the  fuperior  Fiend 
Was  moving  tbw'ard  thie  fbore;  his  poDd*roit8  fliidd 
Ethereal  temper,  ma^,  large  and  round,  a' 

Behind  him  call;  the  broad  ciroimierence 
Hung  on  his  flionlders  like  tlK  mioon,  whofe  otb 
Through  optic  gla&  the  Tufcan  aroft  views 

^  tket  t\i.ttaYW*the  i^i  efbat'        387. Hi*  tbt  m-m,  « 

(//becx]ffers'dm>intheLuuiari»,  erb  Stc.']   Homer  comn 

which  fig;iufiei  both  the  tAm  of  a  the  fplendor  of  Achilles  Ihiad 

mpon,  and  aUb  an  vnaj  m  battel  the  moon,  Iliad.  XIX.  37}.    ' 
•inT  i    The  antbtff  himftlf  wonld 

bdme  one  to  think  fo  by  his  trie  _  Abr«p  tirtnm  9tai®-  pt 

of  thii  metaphor  In  anodier  place,  „^  TtCttet*  t», 

■  __  ,   '        ,     ,       ,.    _,       ..     E/MTB,  ■nS'aBttutvUftKtl 
On  the  rough  e^c  of  battel  ere  It  ^j^,_  ,„"„^g„j, 

,81. falTnAtbaUnia^a  Iwt  tbc  ftueld  of  Satan  WM  ja^ 

i»>A/i.]    Dr.  Bendey  readi  ™"  "'»"  *«"  throogh  a  tddcc 

fdrm  fiom  fiith  prodiMOM  Ingbih:  ""  I"*'"™"'.  *■*  "Pplw^  to  o 

Imt  Che  epithet  t^ndtiom  it  macli  *»"  obfervationi  by  Galile«»,« 

ftronger,  and  a»  for  the  want  of  a  J""^  «/  Tufcany,  whom  he  jm 

fiwofition,  that  is  common  in  this  kw'by /*'f'!/f">-<-(^,  andrf 

poem  i  fcr  thui  in  I.  713.  **™»  mentions  by  name  m  V.  1 

r,      1  r  ,1 1.     a     .    . .  .  ,  *  teftimony  of  his  honoc  fti 

Stood  fa-d  her  flately  highth,  g„^  »  „^,  ^hom  he  had  kai 

And  m  U.  409.  and  rifited  in  Italy,  as  himia 

-      — *- ere  he  arriTC  finu  n  in  Itii  ^Arimfte.-- 

.89.  F, 
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At  evening  from  the  top  of  Fefole, 

pr  in  Valdamo,  to  defcry  new  lands,  290 

Rivers  or  mountains  in  her  fpotty  globe. 

His  fpear,  to  equal  which  the  tallcfl  pine 

Hewn  on  Norwegian  hills,  to  be  the  maft 

Of  fome  great  ammiral,  were  but  a  wand, 

He  walk'd  with  to  fupport  uneafy  ftcps  29S 

Over  the  burning  marie,  not  like  thofe  fteps 

On  Heaven's  azure,  and  the  torrid  clime 

Smote  on  him  fore  hefides,  vaulted  with  fire : 

Nath- 

389.  Ptfili,'i  h  a  city  in  TnT-      There  Toiu  of  Maven  bore  {in-.  "  . 
aay ;   yaUm»,  or  the  valley  of  ftead  of  fpean] 

Amo,  a  valley  there.     Ricbartifmi.      Tvm  huliy  nu^i  which  none  biit 
they  coold  lift.       Fairfax. 

i^f^J^h  ^A^  well  might-Miltp.  affigtt  a  f«u  fi 

hi-fpe^incomiarifooofwhich  much  larger  to  fofupenor  aUu.g^^^^ 
ftetaUeftjrinewashutawand.  For  N^t-wwom  hm  The  hilfa^ 

when  HomerOdyiniX.  322.  makes  ^f  ^^rwsLj,  hirtcn  and  locky,  but 

^  d»J»  of  Polyphemus  a»  big  as  ^^^^^      j„    vaft  wood,,    from 

the  maft  of  a  Qup,  whence  arc  bronght  malb  of  Uio 

Qsttf  y  KOf  tv& largeft  fise.     Name. 

ai^Ti«^e'»]"mapinetow3lk       J04.  _  Mmr^/]  AcconJJng  to 
yith,  ^n.  III.  659.  it,  German    extraftion  amiraJ  o 


a  [HBut  regit  et  vefti-  amirail,  fayj  Home  [  from  the  Ita- 

...     pftfimuK.  hac  ammiraglit,    fays    Richardfon 

j^a'Mi «    J       ^         J       1  A  more  prcAably.     Our  author  made 

m^tAtm,  Tancred  wd  Ar-  ^^P,f  ^-l  ,,  ^^^^^    j,  ^  , 

.  1^  ?"""■  *°'  La'""  te  w"M»  «mmrc,l^^  a,na, 

JdGso,}ii  relb,  e  dirizzaro  in  alto  the  coim  of  admiralty. 

?99.  Utakx. 


Nathlefs  he  fo  bdur'd,  till  on  the  heach  ■ 

Of  4hat  inflamed  fca  he  ftood,  and  call'd  jt^ 

His  legions.  Angel  forms,  who  lay  intranc'd 

'  Thick  as  autumnal  leaves  that  ftrow  the  brodcs 
In  Vallombroia,  where  th*  Etrarian  fhades 

•  .High  over-arch*d  imbow'r;  or  fcatter'd  fedge 
Aflote,  when  with  fierce  vnada  Orion  ann*d      jtfj 

Hadi 


199.  NaiUtfi]  Nererthelds,  of 
jfhicb  it  ftesti  to  be  >  contnOcd 
JimiDUlive.  Huae. 

TIm  word  it  frequently  ufed  by 
Spenfer,  aod  the  old  pons. 
I      301.  Tiiei  m  aatummd  iuewt  ] 
*tfcg.  ^1.  VI.  309. 
Qjiun  mulu  in  fyliris  autumni  Sa- 

gore  primo 
Lapfa  cadunt  folia. 
Tfcidc  ai  the  leavei  in  autumn 
ftrow  die  woodi.  Dryden. 
il  Milwn's  compariibB  h  by  hx 
ih*  «nAaAt  for  k  aoi  oohr  «- 
fftOi  «  wilriwde,  but  alto  tke 
kAm  Md  fitutkn  flf  die  Aogdk. 
Tbeir  lying  confitlUhr  m  ]iapi, 
coTcrii^  the  lake,  it  finely  repre- 
fatcd  fir  thii  imwe  of  t)w  Icnra 
>  bcocAt.    And  bdU«f  dM 


^•il 


i»  die  [ 


the  I 
on'i  »  by  At  fapttior  to  die 
«dMr,'«i  it  cdubin  a  real  land- 
IkA  Sm  4»  Up9  afm  Klimft 
iaitttitMit^  lit  Jmimti,  p.  aj. 

303.    r.i/Wi»Ci>l    A   fuoM- 
V^y  in  £/nrni  «r  Tafcany,  ib 


named  of  ^d/£i  and  VaArt,  i» 
nurkahle  for  the  couinnal  cofd 
Ihadcs,  which  the  vail  niunbci  of 
trees  that  ovcripread  it  a&oA. 

305,  luitn  luUi  Art*  «|W 

Omn  erm'J  &C.]  Onii*  kM 
confldktion  reprcfented  in  dM^i 
gore  of  an  anned  mani  and  fsf^ 
|>o(ed  to  be  attended  with  SUDaf 
weather,  ejfurgtnt  fimSm  alui^ 
0W«.  Virg,  iEn.  I.  539.  AaAB« 
Red-Sea  abounds  fo  moA  yiSA 
ledge,  that  in  the  Hdire»  Sa^ 
tore  it  ii  called  the  j^  Am.  .  illl 
he  layt  hatb  «~'^  '  — '^^ 
rM/7  paiticiilarly, 
ulualiy  drim  th 
qoantitic*  towardi  the 


SmM,  WfeJtfr«|^h.eA-«4|i} 
Dr.  Bcatley  dinnn  ou  fa  ■!•«- 
here,  at  the  Editor'*,  iiiH  Milhi'ir  | 
Hit  chief  reafinii.  Tint  I^Cii^  I 
event  of  Molci'i  paifing  dM  BmAt- 
Sea  hat  no  relation  to  a  caaA^f> 
qoality  of  it,  that  in  Bxamf  «Ni< 
tker  it  it  iaati'A  widi  iedge.    laK  , 
it  ii  fffj  nfiwl  widi  UooMr  mk 
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Hath  vex'd  the  Red-Sea  coaft,  whofe  waves  oerthrew 

Boiirls  and  his  Memphian  chivalry, 

While  with  perfidious  hatred  they  purfued 

The  Ibjourners  of  Golhen,  who  beheld 

From  the  fafe  fhore  their  floting  carcafes  310 

Ajid  broken  chariot  wheels :  fo  thick  bellrown 

A.bjeft  and  loft  lay  thcfe,  covering  the  flood. 

Under 

rtrgll  (aiul  therefore  may  be  al-  In  the  fcnfc  of  riding  and  liglidng 
ow'd  to  Milton)  in  a  compariibn,  on  horieback  (his  word  t^tiairy  it 
iter  diey  have  (hown  the  refem'  ufed  In  ver.  76^.  and  in  many 
>1anc«,  to  %a  off  from  the  main  places  of  Fairfax'i  Taffo,  as  m 
urpofc  and  finifli  with  fomc  other  Caar.  5.  Stg.  Cant  8.  St.  67.  Cant. 
»age,  which  was  occafion'd  by  20.  St.  61.  In  the  fenfe  of  riding 
lie  comparifoD,  but  is  iifelf  very  and  (igli ting  in  chariots  drawn  by 
KmUTOR  iu  Milton  has  doaa  horiiu,  Milton  nfe*  tba  word  tij- 
tpp  k  alndl  iD  his-  fimilitudei;  •v^iij  mParid.  Reg.IIT.  rer.  343. 
vA  dwralOR  trim  he  does  ft>  ft»-  compv'ti  with  vcr.  ||i8.  Ftartt. 
■nth-,  caanot  be  allow'd  to  be  30S.  —ptrfiSau  batnJ]  Beauft 
a  dbjeOkn  tp  the  genainnefi  of  niandi,  tfux  letre  ^ren  to  dra 
ki>  fm^  befbre  tu.  As  to  Mil-  Ifraelitei  to  depart,  fellow'd  tfilfe|i|^ 
»'■  makiBg  Fharagli  to  be  Awfrv   them  like  fiigitivtt.    Mum.  7  ^ 

rinch  U  aaotber  of  the  Douor't        310.    ffwt  tit  fi)ft  Jhert  thdr 
ifefikiu  to  the  pillage)  ttw*  i«  fi*^'^  rvtafit  &c.]   MKh. 

■heritj  aKragh  for  to  juflily  a  has  been  faid  of  the  long  fimili- 
M  hi  dfuog  lb,  tho'  not  an  hi-  todei  «f  Moffisr,.  Vir^,  and  Ml 
vian :  Jt  haa  been  fuppoi'd  by  author,  wherein  they  fetch  a  com- 
«iy  Md  dunlbre  Milton  aU^  pals-  M  it  WMc  to  draw  in  aew 
iDair  tkat  opinion.  Ci>ivmbj  tor  images,  be£des  thofe  in  which  the 
i«M^aadf«v«/r7  (fays  Dr.  Bent-  dired  point  of  likenefs  confiib.  I 
f^iHt^wiurf,  it  twin  wna^  think  tiwy  han  beM  fuSoMihr 
■  k  it  nther  ivnci  right ;  fatthi-  joOify'd  ii  tba  gmcrml :  bnt  im  tUi 
4y  (faa^  A«  French  tbmtdiri*)  mdbre  bi,  whlc  the  poet  ii  dierrf- 
^ici  not  only  imgbibaid,  but  fing,  he  raifes  a  mw  fiMulftad* 
dv  wko  ste  hmct  in  ^iK,  both  ftma  the  flodng  carcafe*  of  ths 
thaindaoBhaTiMand  (tick  M  ^^ffit^  ^fBn.  ■ 
If  i^  cbari9tt  dmm  ^-^ifm-  „         ;., 

]i8 — ydlk 


>- 
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Under  amazement  of  their  hideous  change. 

He  call'd  fo  loud,  that  all  the  hollow  deep 

Of  Hell  refounded.    Princes,  Potentates,  315 

Warriors,  the  flow*r  of  Heav'n,  once  yours,  now  loft. 

If  fuch  aftonifliment  as  this  can  feife 

Eternal  Spi'rits ;  or  have  ye  chos'n  this  place 

After  the  toil  of  battel  to  repofe 

Your  wearied  virtue,  for  the  eafe  you  find  320 

To  flumber  here,  as  in  the  vales  of  Heaven  ? 

Or  in  this  abjefl:  pofture  have  ye  fworn 

To'  adore  the  conqueror  ?  who  now  beholds 

Cherub  and  Seraph  rolling  in  the  flood 

With  fcatter'd  arms  and  enfigns,  till  anon  325 

His  fwift  purfuers  firom  Heaven  gates  difcern 

Th*  advantage,  and  defcending  tread  us  down 

Thus  drooping,  or  with  linked  thunderbolts 

Transfix  us  to  the  bottom  of  this  gulf 

Awake,  arife,  or  be  for  ever  feU'n.  330 

They  heard,  and  wef  e  aba(h'd,  and  up  they  fprung- 

Upon 

328.  — —  *witb  linhd  thunderbolts  Turbine  corripait>  fcopoloqae  !&• 

Traatfix  us  to  the  bottom  of  this  fixit  acuto. 

gulf.']  This  alludes  to  the  Virg.  iEn.  1. 44, 45, 
fiite  of  Ajax  Oileus, 

Who  pleafeth  to  read  theDeviTi. 

nium  expiraatcm  transfixo  pefiore   fpeech  to  his  damned  aflbnUy  ul 

Samrnas  Taflb,  Ca^nt.  4.  from  Stiiuia  9  m 

StaiuQ^ 


.% 
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Upon  the  wing,  as  when  Men  wont  to  watch 
Qd  doty,  fkepbg  found  by  whom  they  dread^     * 
Rouic  and  heftir  themielves  ere  well  awake. 
Nor  did  .they  not:  peicdve  the  evil  pli^  335 

In  which  they,  were,  or  die  fierce  pains  not  fed  -, 
Yet  to  dieir  general's  vojte  they  foon  obey'd 
Innumerable*    As  when  the  potent  rod 
Of  Amiam's  6m,  in  Egypt's  evil  day, 

Wav'd  round  the  cpaft,  up  call'd  a  pitchy  dood  340 
Of  iocufts,  wflrping  on  the  eaftem  wind, 
That  o'er  the  realm  of  impious  Pharaoh  hung 
Like  night,  and  darkened  all  the  land  of  Nile : 
So  numberleis  were  thoie  bad  Angels  feen 
Hovering  on  wing  under  the  cope  of  Hell  345 

'Twixt  upper, , nether,  and  furrounding  fires ; 
Till,  as  a  fignal  giv'n,  th'  up-lifted  fpcar 
Of  their  great  Sultan  waving  to  diredt 
Their  courfe,  in  even  balance  down  they  light 

On  the  firm  brimftone,  and  fill  all  the  plain  j      3  50 

A 

StanzA  189  will  find  oar  author  has  upM  the  landy  and  the  eofi-^nni 
feen  ]iim»  the*  borrowM  little  of  brought  the  loiufls:  and^he  UcnRs 
him.  Hume,  ivent  up  over  ail  the  iatid  of  Egyft-^ 

.  %^Z,'Jt  tubttt  the  potent  rod  8cc,  ]  /o  that  the  land  was  darkened. 
See  Exod.  X,   13.    Mofes  ftretched       ^^i , -^-warping']  Working  them- 
k  firth  his  rod  moer  the  land  of  Egypt,  fclvcs  forward,  a  fca  term. 

d  Ai  Lnd  trm^ht  an  eafitand  Hume  and  Richardfotui 

Vol.  I,  M  35«"^ 
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A  multitude,  like  which  the  populous  north 

Pour'd  never  from  her  frozen  loins,  to  pafi 

Rhene  or  the  Danaw,  when  her  barbarona  font 

Came  like  a  deluge  on  the  fouth,  and  fprcad 

Beneath  Gibraltar  to  the  Lybian  fands.  35 j 

Forthwith  from  every  fquadron  and  each  bond 

The  heads  and  leaders  thither  hafte  where  ftood 

Their  great  commander;  Godlike  fhapes  and  fbrmi ' 

Excelling  human,  princely  Dignities, 

And  Powers  that  erft  in  Heaven  fat  on  thrones ;      360 

Though  of  their  names  in  heav'nly  records  now 

Be 

3;i.  Atmdtituiex  £h 'which  &€.]  count  of  the  coldnefi  of  the  di- 

This  comparifon  doth  not  fiJl  be-  mmte.    To  fajs  Rbem  $r  ik$  Amm% 

low  the  reft,  ts  fome  have  imagined.  He  might  have  faid  confiflcntlf 

They  were  thick  as  the  liows,  and  with  his  verie  The  Rhimg  w  Dmmk^ 

fiumberlefs  as  the  iocuflsy  but  fach  a  but  he  chofe  the  more  unmmnwi 

multitude  the  north  never  poured  names  Rhene  of  the  Ladiiv     aad 

forth ;   and  wc  may  obferve  that  Danaw  of  the  German,  both  whick  ■ 

the  fubjedl  of  this  comparifon  rifes  words  are   nfed  too  in  Spcnfa^ 

veiy  much  above  the  o&ers,  leanjes  When  her  harbarous  fons  &c.     lluy 

wni/ocujls.    The  populous  north,  as  were  truly  harharouti   for  bcfidef 

the  northern  parts  of  the  world  exerdfmg  fcveral   cruelties,  tbq^ 

are  obferved  to  be  more  fruitful  deftroy'd   all   the   monumens   or' 

of  people,  than  the  hotter  coun-  learning  and  poHtenefr  wbatfCfr  . 

tries  :  Sir  William  Temple  calls  it  they  came.     Came  like  a   eUhigi,  ■ 

the  northern  hive.    Poured  never,  a  Spenfer  defcribing  the  fame  people 

very  proper  word  to  exprefs  the  has  the  fame  fimile.  Faiiy  Qoeeo. 

inundations  of  thcfe  northern  na-  B.  2.  Cant.  10.  St.  15. 

fi^ah  con^e  out  of  thy  loins  i  and  thcie  ^  ^*  k 

are  call'd  frmun  Amu  only  on  ac-  They  were  the  G^thi,  and  Haauk 

mi 
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Be  00  memorial,  blotted  out  and  ras'd 

By  their  rebeUion  iron)  the  bo6ks  (^  life. 

Nor  had  they  jet  among  the  fons  cX  Eve  364 

Go(  tfaem  new  names,  till  wand'riog  o'er  the  eardi, 

Utoq^  God's  high  fbflerance  for  the  tri'al  of  man. 

By  &lfitia<fliid  lies  the  greateft  part 

,0f  manhind  tliey  corrtipted  to  foriakd 

God  dtett£ocaCor,  snd  ih' imrifible 

Glory  of  him  that  made  diem  to  tranafixm        370 

Oft  to  dftfiiMge  dt  a  bcute,  adom'd- 

Whh  gay  leli^ons  full  of  pomp  and  gold. 

And 

td  Vaadabi  «te  ovemin  all  the  ia,  u  Mr.  Upton  obferres,  by  faUe 
tr**— "  pToriaceicf  £iirope,  and  idob,  under  a  corporeal  repreren- 
trpSfW  UM  Medkerranean  beniatb  tadoD,  JcVn;  the  true  God.  T)t« 
^dta&r  landed  in  Africa,  and  po«t  ^atnly  aUudes  »  Rom,  I.  zt, 
bed.  dmnfelves  as  far  as  the  4-c.  £^^  il»r  hma  GeJ,  ihtj  ^ 
xad^  coujitiy  of  Libj'a.  Bnuatb  Gi-  rified  Jfim  mti  at  Gad  —  and  thami 
'—'•-diMU  more  fouthward,  the  thi  gUrj  sf  the  mcorruptibh  Gtd 
nppennoft  in  the  globe,  inta  ax  image  —  ivi*  rboKg^  tk» 
(£»b9/J^/<.]Dr.Bcn[-    tmb ef  God  imtn  a  lie.     So  Amoa 

At  imi  eftift,  that  being    II.  4.  Ibtir  lies  "">f*d  tbeu  te  irr. 

.Sf1i^ll\m     exprei&aa.      And    Jemn.  XVI.  tq.    S»rtfy  our/albert 
-''  ar    ftyi    hkemte    iJstird  bavt  inberittdut^i^i. 

t^  ^  Uft,  Richard  il.        369.        ■ — attd  tb' hn,ifibli 

Glery  ef  him  that  aiedt  thin  n 

tramfirm 
O/i  ta  tbt  iaap  iif  a  brute,']  Al- 
luding to  Rom.  I.  xj.  Jnd  cbtKgtJ 
Acwtiior  might  write  f«nF>  in   tie  ghry  ef  ib$  ttucormftibU  God, 
^ora]    as  well   as  rttordt  juft    into  a*  imag*  madt  Hit  ta  arrtftiblt 
«nd  ^e  plural  agrees  bet-   tnen,  and  u  birdi,  Md  faur'featU 
_  Ac  id«a  tliat  he  would  g;ive    ieetfii,  tntdtwt^ng  ibisgt. 
pwM  number  of  Aagels.  sjt.    Witb  gaj  rtliptm  full  af 

SjfsOiMteBidiiti'}     ThU  ^<^?#irf«»A',]    Byrt/igimt 

M  z  Miltwi 


; 
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And  Devils  to  adore  for  Deities : 

Then  were  they  known  to  men  by  various 

And  various  idols  through  the  Heathen  workL  '  ^ 

Say^Mufe^theirnamesthenknown,  whofirftp  who  Itfl^ 

Rpus'd  from  the  dumber,  on  that  fiery  coadi. 

At  their  great  empeVor's  call,  as  next  in  wordi 

Came  fingly  where  he  flood  on  the  bare  fband. 

While  the  promifcuons  croud  fhxxl  yet  aloof.       38b 

The  chief  were  thofe  who  from  the  pit  of  Hell    ^"^ 

Roaming  to  feek  their  prey  on  earth,  dwft  fie 

Their 

Milton  means  rcVgious  ritesf  as  Ci-  faperfBcion.    Hiis  pres  it  a  grdi 

cero  ufes  the  word,  when  he  joins  advantage  over  the  catalogKi  he 

tf/igiaws  et  ceremtnias,    De  Lej^b.  has  imhated,  fbr  Mihixi^bcooiRr 

lib.  I.e.  15.  and clfewhere.  diereby  a  neceflaiy  part  afUe 

*  Piorce,  work,  as  the  originsl  of  f     *' 

376.  Sin^  Mufe^  &c.]  The  ca-  tion,  an  eflential  part  of  ft  r 

talogue  of  evil  Spirits  has  abun-  epic,  could  not  have  been  ....^. 

dan-Tc  of  learning  m  it,  and  a  very  without  it.    Had  Virg3*s  or  A- 

agreeable  turn  of  poetry,   which  mer's  been  omitted,   their 'fvHv 

ilTes  in  a  great  meafure  from  its  would  not  have  fofiered  mJOaeCvMk^ 

dcfcribing  the  places  where  they  becaufe  in  their  relaidoiis  of  IM. 

were  worfhippea,  by  thofe  beauti-  following  adions  we  find  ibt'  fli* 

ful  marks  of  rivers,    fo  frequent  dsers,  who  were  before ettalogid: 

amon^  the  ancient  poets.   The  au-  but  by  no  following  hifloiy  tf  Ih 

thor  had  doubdefs  in  this  place  perftition  that  Milton  inkift 'Me 

Homer*8  catalogue  of  (hips,    and  brought  in,  could  we  findoaHhiBfir 

Virgil^  lift  of  warriors  in  his  view.  Devils  agency,  it  was  thtfufipMB- 

Addtfin.  ceflary  he  fhould  inforarvt'ltf  the 
Dr.  Bcntley  fays  that  this  is  not  fad.  Wmhmim 
the  fined  part  of  the  poem :  but  I  Sity^  Mufi^  Zee,  Homer  <t  l!ie  he- 
think  it  is,  in  the  deiign  and  draw-  ginning  of  his  catalogue  nvokv 
ing,  if  not  in  the  coloring  ;  fbr  his  Mufe  afrdh  in  a  veiy  vdlafom 
the  Paradife  Loft  bemg  a-  religious  manner.  Vir^  does  the  ukif  wd' 
^pic,  nothing  could  be  more  artful  Milton  follows  bodi  fo  ftr  mW 
t^an  thus  dedodog-the  original  of  make  a  £refh  mvocttioft^  -dM|^ 

flmti 
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Their  ieats  long  after  next  the  Teat  of  God, 
Their  altars  by  his  altar,  Gods  ador'd 
Amoi^cheiiationsround,  and  durft  abide 
Jcfapvah  thundering  out  of  Sion,  thron'd 
Between  the, Cherubim;  yea,  often  plac'd 
Within  lus  lan&uary  itfelf  their  (brines, 
Abomjnariens ;  and  with  curfed  things 
Hii  hdjfites  and  iblemn  feafts  pro&n'd^ 
And  with,  their  darknefs  durft  afiront  his  light. 
Firft  Miokxih  horrid  king,  befmear'd  with  blood 


4» 


385 


390 


Of 


tuti  hecsafis  he  had  already  made 
salaiMaBdiblpim  addrefs  in  this 
9mf\odk^  at  die  beginning  of  his 


\jfim  *-*  ttiir  mums  them  iMsuw,] 
chqr  had  got   them   new 

,_ ., .  Mibon  toely  coniider'd 

llpr  thn  najnti  he  .was  obliged  to 

'M^  tD.  Aeie  evil  Angels  cany  a 

jSa^.i0|ifMpttioiit    and    therefore 

Isflold  iM  bi  thoie  they  had  in  their 

[Jkie(of;ii9oqsaoe  and  ^lory;  he 

d|Mg«fi9iia   faid    their    former 

iW'iiow  lofty  ras'd  from 

.jdnrfe  of  their  old  ai&>- 

ictain  their  purity  and 

Riclmrdfin, 

.mUm  frjif  'wb§  lafi^  ] 


^telo  primam,  quern  poftre- 
m^t.  Virg./Bn.X1.664. 

wtiflnCkrwUm;]  This re- 
iit^  (be  «fsk  being  placed  be- 
p^.foldcn  Cherubim^ 


I  Kings  VI.  23.  I  Kings  VIII.  6 
and  7.  See  alfo  2  Kings  XIX.  1 9. 
O  UrdG^of  Ifrael  'which  dwdlijt 
hetwem  the  CbenJnm.  Hezekiah't 
prayer.    Humi. 

387.         —  jrfa,  eftinplac'd 

mthin  his  fanauary  itftlf  their 
JhrituSf 

Aheminationsi']  This  is  conir 
plain'd  of  by  the  prophet  Jere- 
miah VII.  30.  For  the  children  of 
Judah  have  dome  evil  in  my  fights 
faith  the  Lordi  they  have  fct  their 
ahominations  in  the  houfe  luhich  is 
called  hy  my  name,  to  pollute  it. 
And  we  read  of  Mana^eh,  2  Kings 
XXI.  4  and  5.  that  He  built  altars 
in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  of  fwhich 
the  Lord  fmd^  In  Jerufalem  v:ill  I 
put  nrf  name :  And  he  built  altars  feir 
all  the  hoft  of  Heaven^  in  the  tvio 
courts  of  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  See 
alfo  Ezek.  VII.  20.  and  VIII.  5, 6. 

39a.  Firft  Moloch,  horrid  king^l 

Firft  after  Satan  and  Beelzebub. 
•    M  3  The 


4^ 
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Of  human  iacrifice,  aad  parents  tears. 

Though  for  the  noife  of  drums  and  timbrel^  jped 

Their  childrens  cries  unheard,  that  paft'd  thom^  £m 

To  his  grim  idoL     Him  the  Ammonite  3^ 

Worftiipt  in  Rabba  and  her  watry  plain. 

In  Argob  and  in  Bafan>  to  the  ftream 

Of  utmofl  Amon.    Nor  content  with  focli 

Audacioai 

The  li^mtMobchfi^piSieM^^f  mi  Ammm,  i  Kingi  TJ,  y^  moA  mm 

he  is  callM  borrU  king,  beguife  of  worfhipped  in  RaUa,  the  CtpM 

the  human  facrifices  which  ^wvre  city  of  the  Ammonkes,  whidi  JD» 

made  to  him.     This  idol  is  fup-  vid    conquered,    and    took    frooi 

pofed  by  fome  to  be  the  fame  as  thence  the  crown  of  their  God 

$aturn,  to  whom  the  Heathens  fa-  Miicom  as  fome  render  tlit  wwdi 

crificed  their  children,  and  by  others  2  Sam.  XII.  30.   and  tUa 

to  be  the  Sun.     It  is  faid  in  Scrip-  being  called  the  aty   §f  ^ 

tare  that  the  children  ^«^ /i^y^i&  2  Sam.  XII.  27.    it  is  hen  ttt 

the  fire  to  Moloch,  and  our  author  Rahhti  and  her  ^watry  fhum:   ol 

employs  the  fame  expreilion,  by  likewife  in  Argoh  and  m   Bmfkh 

which  we  muft  underftand  not  that  neighbouring  countries  to  RMb 

they  always  adlually  burnt  their  and  fubje£l  to  the  .^^MSMMmVAr, « if 

children  in  honor  of  this  idol»  but  as  to  the  fiream  of  uhmji  Jhwm, 

fometimes  made  them  only  leap  which  river  was  dbe  bouttdtiT  of 

over  the  flames,  or  pafs  nimbly  be-  their  country  on  the  fotidi.    Mn 

tween  two  fires,  to  purify  them  by  mon  built  a  tem^  to  Mekeh  o&As 

chat  luibration,  and  coniecrate  them  mount  of  Olives,    i  SLinn  XL^ 

to  this  falfe  deity.     The  Rabbins  therefore aX^that  opptJ^imt  mk 

aflure  us  that  the  idol  Moloch  was  and  high  places  and  faciificn  wM 

of  brafs,  fitting  on  a  throne  of  the  made  to  him  in  the  flemfimi  wri^ 

fame  metal  and  wearing  a  royal  o/Hinnom^  Jer.  VII.  31.  which  Iqr 

crown,  having  the  headf  of  a  calf  fouth-eaft  of  Jerafaiem,   and  m 

and  his  arms  extended  to  receive  called  likewife  T^het  fitMn  the  He- 

the  miferable  vi^ims  which  were  brew  Toph  a  drum,  dnimt  and  foch 

to  be  confumed  in  the  flames ;  and  like  noify  inflrumenti  being  nfedis 

therefore  is  very  probably  ftiled  drown  the  cries  of  the  nufedfail 

here  his  grim  idcL     He  was  the  children  who  were  ofierVl  t^dii 

God  of  the  y^auMw/^i,  and  is  called  idol,  uAGehenna  or  the  nmBm'^f 

the  eiwnaiim  rf  tie  ^Idrcn  of  Uimm  ji  iQ  ifipfCFal  plactto^lhi 

Nor 
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.udacious  neighbourhood,  die  wUeft  heart         400 

If  Solomon  he  led  by  fraud  to  build 

Sb  temple  ri^t  againft  the  temple*  of  God 

to  that  opprobrious  hill,  and  made  his  grore 

he  plea£mt  valley'  of  Hinnom,  Tophet  thence 

nd  black  Gehenna  cail'd,  the  type  of  Hell.      40  j; 

ext  Chemos,  th'  6bfixne  dread  of  Moab's  fons^ 

From 

NT  Ttttuneat,  and  hy  our  Sa*  daiy  of  Am  covotiy  to  Ike  nord^ 

nr  himfidf  made  ibe  namt  and  afterwards  belonging  to  the  tribe 

f  if  HtUj  bf  ivafon  of  the  fire  of  Gad,  /#  AU#,  a  dty  eaftward. 

It  was  kept  np  there  to  Molocby  afterwards  belonging  to  the  tribe 

1  cS  the  horrid  groans  and  out-  of  Reuben,  and  the  vAld  offiutb- 

et   of   human   lacrifices.     We  moft  Aharim^  a  ridge  of  mountains 

ritt  ialarae  much  more   upon  the  boundary  of  their  country  to 

ahof  diafe idk^  and  produce  a  the  fouth ;  in  Hefeban  or  Hefhbon^ 

wp  of  Icaraed  authorities    and  and  Horwahn^  Sems  realms  two  d* 

ocatioiiei  but  we  endevor  to  be  ties  of  the  Moabites,  taken  from 

(boK  as  we  can,  and  fay  no  more  them  by  Sihon  king  of  the  Arno* 

tenairftrTeas  afuffident  com-  rites.  Numb.  XXI.  26.  bfjond  th 

WtBUf  to  explain  and  illuihate  fivwrj  ialt  of  Sibma    clad  luiib 

r  author.  t/tnes^   a  place  famous  for  vine* 

SS.  Naet  CbimoSf  &c.]    He  is  yards,  as  appears  from  Jer.XLVJIf. 

y  neation'd  next  aiter  Mo-  32.  O  vine  of  Sibmab  I  twill  <ivefp 

^  as  tkefa*  names  are  join*d  to-  fir  tbee,  and  Ele^U,  another  city  of 

dar  IB  Scnpture  1  Kin^  XI.  7.  the  Moabites  not  far  from  Hefh- 

i  it  was  a  natural  traofiaon  from  bon,  to  tb^  Afpbaltic  pool^  the  Dead 

B  God  of  the  Ammonites  to  the  Sea  fo  callM  from  the  J/pbaltns  or 

od  of  their  neighbours  the  Mo-  bitumen  abounding  in  it;  the  ritrer 

litat.      St.    Jerom    and  feveral  Jordan  empties  itielf  into  it,  and 

mod  men  aftrt  Chemos  and  Baal  that  river*and  this  fea  were  the 

br  lo  be  only  dififerent  names  for  boundary  of  the  Moabites  to  the 

■  fiane  idol,  and  fuppofe  him  to  wed.    It  was  this  God  under  the 

I  ihi  fame  widi  Priapus  or  the  name  of  Baal  Ptor^   that  the  If- 

U  ef  turpitade,    and  therefore  raelites  were  induced  to  worfhip  in 
iBel   here    tb^  obfcetu   dread  §f  Sinints  and  committed  whoredom 

lePi  /mts  fiom  Jlnar^  a  city  with  the  daughters  of  Moab,  for 
^  ibe  isvtr  Anion»  the  boon-   which  there  diod  of  the  plague 

M  4  twenty 
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From  Aroar  to  Nebo,  and  the  wild 

Of  fouthmoft  Abarim;  in  Hefebon 

And  Horoniim, '  Seon's  realm,  beyond 

The  flow'ry  dale  of  Sibma  clad  with  vines,         410  k 

And  El^e  to  th*  Afphaltic  pool. 

Peor  his  other  name,  when  he  entic'd 

Ifrael  in  Sittira  on  their  march  from  Nile 

To  do  him  wanton  rites,  which  coft  them  woe. 

Yet  thence  his  luftfal  orgies  he  inlarg'd  415 

Ev'n  to  that  hill  of  fcandal,  by  the  grove 

Of 

twenty  and  four  thoufand,  as  we  a  fine  moral  fentiinent  has  our  an* 

read  in  Numb.  XXV.    His  high  thor  here  introdac'd,  and  wadCi 

places  were  adjoining  to  thofe  of  in  hdf  a  verfe !    He  m^lit  »• 

Moloch  on  the  mount  of  Olives,  haps  have  in  view  SpenfM  wUt 

therefore  called  here  tbat  bill  of  of  Cupid,  where  Anger,  StnfeAc 

fcandal  as  before   that  opfrobnom  are  reprefented  as  ImmediaMljFCd- 

hiili  for  Solomon  did  bmld  an  high  lowing  Cupid  in  die    procdfan. 

f  hut  fir  Cbemojb  tin  abomination  of  See  Fairy  Queen.  B.  3.  CaaL  Jl. 
Moab  in  the  bill  that  is  before  Jem-  .  9^^. 

falem^    and  for   Molccb  the  abcmi-        ^.ig,'^  from  the  bm^Hwgfmd 
nation  of  the  children  of  Arnmon^        Of  old  Et/pbratesScc,']  1th  n^oHf 

I  Kin^  XI.  7.    But  good  Jofiab  called  ^,  being  mentioned  \f9  Ae 

brake  in  pieces  their  images,  and  oldeft  hiftorian  in  the  earlieft  ac- 

cut  down  their  groves.  See  2  Kings  counts  of  time,  Gen.  11.  14.  And 

XXIII.  13,  14.  it  is  likewife  called  the  h&riwiti 

415.  ^gni\  Wild  frintic  rites;  ^t  ^""S  "^J  Tt  ""^^^ 
renerlllyV  V'  are^derilood  ^"f'  ^3*^^^*^  KT*? 
Sie  fealls  o/Bacchus  bccaufe  they  ^.^'  .H'Sl^/^SL'xi 
were  fuch,  but  any  other  mad  ce-  T  T  J'T  ^  ^f^^  '*^  *" 
rcmonics  may  be  fo  call'd,  as  here  •^''^''  '^  '''^'^,  ^^.^^  **  * 
the  lewd  ones  of  Chemos  or  Peer.   ^'^*  "^^  /^^  T'^tZ'^*^!  1 

Ricbardfon.    ^'l^  "^^  Pfalmift  fpeabng  of^rfr  i 
^        'Vine  tbat<auu  hromgbi  mH^^ffi  || 
417.  — iW/fjfrisn/i^i&j//;]  What   lays  Pfal.  LXXX.  lujhjlm^  ]£ 

kr 
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Moloch  honucide,  lufl:  hard  by  hate; 

I  good  Jofiah  drove  them  thence  to  Hell. 

th  thefe  came  they,  who  from  the  bord'ring  flood 

old  Euphrates  to  the  brook  that  parts  420 

^t  fi-om  Sjrrian  ground,  had  general  names 

Baalim  and  Alhtaroth,  thoie  male, 

efe  feminine.  For  Spirits  when  they  pleaie 

1  either  fix  affiime,  or  both;  ib  foft 

i  uncompoonded  is  their  e&mx  pure,  ^tg 

i  ty'd  or  manacled  with  joint  or  limb. 

Nor 

hmgbi  uMlt  tin  fia,    mad  her  about  the  opendon  of  Demons, 

ihu  wHt  ttt  fiver,  that  is  from  where  a  ftor^  is  related  of  a  De- 

Bfaditcitaneaii    to  the   river  mon's  appeaitog  in  the  fhape  of  a 

intes :  tt  tit  hvck  that  fam  woman ;  and  upon  this  a  doubt  ii 

t/ram  Syrian  grautu/,  niofi  pro-  rab'd   whether  fome   Demons  are 

'  tke  broolc  Befor  mention'd  males,  and  others  females ;  and  it 

criptan,    near    Rhinocolura,  is  aSencd  that  they  can  aCume  ei- 

h  citj  is  aSign'd  fomctimes  to  ther  fex,  and  take  what  fhape  and 

1  ud  femetima  to  Egypt.  color  they  pkafe,  and  conC^A  or 

koSwtn:  many  B.iU,  «id  ""'  '  "  «0'"  *■"«  (""T.- 

,Jt,uriI:;  ih.y-ie,=  ih=g=-  VS."' S" '^'"''^  "^f 

;Z„of  AeGodsandOSi.  '^  "t^  ■»  "  "y*-»  •£«• 

I  of  Syria.  PaleSint,  and  iht  """  7'""  '"'  f"  "<  "'' 

lid  the  ta«  of  H=a.«.  .,,  J.,„  /„^™e-.  p.  j„.21,y. 

3.  Fir  %>(Vj  ivbtn  ibrj  flea/i   Edit.  Lutet.  Parif.  1615-   Sucli  an 

-  &c]  Tliefe  notions  about   extraordinary  fcholar  was  Milton, 
3  teen  to  have  been  botTOtv*d   and  fuch  ufe  he  made  of  all  forts 

Michael  PMof  hia  dialogue  of  authois. 

4J7-  >«'» 
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Nor  founded  on  the  brittle  ftrength  of  bones. 

Like  cumbrous  flefli ;  but  in  what  fhape  they  chooie  \ 

Dilated  or  condensed,  bright  or  obfcure^ 

Oui  execute  their  aery  purpofes,  4j| 

And  works  of  love  or  enmity  fuliiL 

For  thofe  the  race  of  Ifrael  oft  fbrfook 

Their  living  drength,  and  unfrequented  left 

His  righteous  altaTj  bowing  lowly  down 

To.beflial  Gods;  for  which  their  heads  as  low     43 ]f 

Eow'd  down  in  battel,  funk  before  the  fpear 

Of 

437.    With  thifi  MM  tro9p  &c.  ]  mountain    tf  eorruptim^    Z    Eingi 

jffloritb  or  J/MTte  was  the  God*  XXIII.  13.    as  here  by  the  poet 

dels  of  the    PhatmcianSf    and  the  th"*  offemfive  momttaifh   and  bdfan 

moon  was  adored  under  this  name,  that  offrobrims  hiily  and  thtH  Ul 

She  is  rightly  faid  to  cotm  in  trnp  rffcsHial. 

with  Aihtarothy  as  fhe  was  one  of  44.6.  TifMimmz  emmi  atxt  Jbc  ] 

them,   the   moon  with  the  ftars.  The  account  of  Tbammm  1%  finely 

Sometimes  ihe  is  called  puen  rf  romantic,  and  fuiuble  to  whnt  w» 

Heavm^  Jcr.  VII.  18.  and  XLIV.  read  among  die  Ancients  of  dw 

17,  18.     She  is  likewife  called /i^  worihip  which   was  paid  to  diat 

Goddefs  of  the  ZidomaaSf  i  Kings  idol.    The  reader  wHl  pardon  acb 

XI.  $.  ami  the  abowdmaion  of  tbt  if  I  infert  as  a  note  on  this  bean- 

Zidomamt  2  Kings  XXIII.  13.  as  tiful  paflage,  the  account  ^vcani 

ihe  was  worihipped  very  much  in  by  the  late  ingenious  Mr.  Mann* 

Zsdon  or  SidoKf   a  famous  city  of  drel  of  this  ancient  piece  of  wor* 

die  Phemiaimst  fituated  upon  the  (hip,  and  probably  the  firft  occa* 

Mediterranean.  Solomon,  who  had  fion  of  fnch  a  fuperftition.     **  We 

siany  wives  that  were  foreigners^  **  came  to  a  £ur  large  river  •^-• 

was  preraird  upon  by  them  to  in-  **  doubtlefs  the  ancient  river  Adi>- 

trodnce  the  worihip  of  this  God-  <<  nis,  fo  famous  for  the  idolicnm 

defs  into  Ifrael,    i  Kings  XI.  5.  **  rites  performed  here  in  laaaiitfa- 

and  built  her  temple  on  tne  mount  **  tion  of  Adonis.     We  Jiad  die 

of  Olives,   which  on  account  of  '<  fortune  to  fee  what  may  h^hff 

this  and  odier  idols  13  called /Ar  ;*  pofed  tobedie  oocsfionef  Atf 

<<  opinioa 
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Of  defpkable  fM.    Vm^hthttbin  troop 

Gnkie  Aftoreth^  whom  tbe  Phcenicians  called 

Afiarte,  queen  of  Heav*!!,  with  crefcent  horns  $ 

Ib^whofe  bright  ioiage  nighdy  by  diemoon        44d 

Sidonian  virgv^s  ptid  their  vows  and  ibng^ 

In  Sion  alfo  not  uaiiuig^  where  ftood 

Her  temple  on  th'  oflfenfivc  mountain,  buik 

By  that  uxorious  king,  whofe  heart  tbou^largey" 

Beguil'd  by  &ir  idolatrnfles,  feU  4^^ 

To  idols  foul.    Tbammuz  came  next  behind, 

Whofe 

^  opmion  which  Lucian  relates,  according  to   the  traditions  died 

<<  wK,  that  this  ftream  at  certain  every  year  and  revivM  again.     He 

^  feafbns  of  the  year,  efpecially  was  (lain  by  a  wild  boar  in  mount 

••  about  the  feift  of  Adonis,  is  of  Lebanon,    from  whence   the  river 

<<  a  bloody  color;  which  the  Hea«  Adonis  dcfcends  :    and  when  this 

«  thens  looked  njpon  as  proceed-  river  began  to   be  of  a  reddiih 

**  ing  from  a  kind  of  fymoathy  in  hue,  as  it  did  at  a  certain  feafon 

^  the  sAr  for  ^e  death  of  Adonis,  of  the  year,  this  was  their  fignal 

^  who  was  killM  by  a  wild  boar  for   celebrating  their   Adonia    or 

^  in  the  moontains,  oat  of  which  feafts  of  Adonis,  and  the  women 

^  diis  ftream  rifes.      Something  made  loud  lamentations  for  him» 

^  like  this  we  faw  a^hially  come  fuppofing  the  river  was  difcolor'd 

**  to  pafs;  for  the  water  was  ftain*d  with  his  blood.    The  like  idola- 

*'  to'  a  furprifin?  rednefs ;  and  as  trous  rites  were  transferred  to  Jera* 

**  we  obfenred  m  traveling,   had  falem,  where  Ezekiel  faw  the  wo- 

^  difcobr^d  die  fea  a  great  way  men    lamenting   ^amrnux^    Ezek. 

^'bito  a  rcddaih  hue,    occafion*d  VIII.  13,  14.  He  faid  aifo  unto  me, 

^  donbttefs  by  a  fort  of  minium  Turn  tbee  yet  agatn^  and  tbw  Jbetii 

**  or   red  earth,    wafliVl  into  the  fee  greater  ahotmnaHms  that  they  de, 

•*  rlvser  by  the  violence  of  the  rain,  Then  he  broutht  me  to  the  deor  tf 

**  ttd  not  by  any  fUin  from  Ado-  the  gate  of  the  Lords  houfe,  nuhicb 

^  lUS^  blood.^  MiBftn,  nvas  towards  the  north,  and  behold 

nammusc  was  the  God  of  the  Sy-  there  fat  waomen  ^veepin^  for  Tom- 

VHfiH^  die  fiune  wHh  Adoniv,  who  xoax.    Dr*  Pcmbcrton  m  his  Ob- 

fervations 


45« 
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Whofe  annual  wound  iii  Lebanon. dltir'd  / 

The  Syrian  damfels  to  lament  his  fate  ,   '^, 

In  anEiorous  ditties  all  a  fummer's  day. 
While  fmooth  Adonis  from  his  native  rock 
Ran  purple  to  the  fea»  iiippos'd  with  blood 
Of  Thammuz  yearly  wounded :  the  love-tale 
Infe£ted  Sion's  daughters  with  like  heat, 
Whofe  wanton  paffions  in  the  facred  porch 
Ezekicl  faw,  when  by  the  vifion  led  45^5 

His  eye  furvey*d  the  dark  idolatries 
Of  alienated  Judah.    Next  came  one 

Who 

• 

dnrvadons  upon  poetry  quotes  fome  btsfiui  to  the  grtmni  htfite  thiktk 

of  thefe  venes  upon  Thammuz  ^  of  ibe  Ltrdi  and  the  bead  rf  Dtfm 

liifUnguiihably  melodious ;  and  they  and  both  the  palms  of  bis  biodt'^fen 

are  obTen'ed  to  be  not  unlike  thofe  CMt  of  upoa  the  tbreJboU  {mfm  'ibt 

beautiful  lines  in  Shakefpear  i  Hen.  grimfel  or  ^oundfil  edge^  as  MUBQa 

IV.  A61  III.  and  particularly  in  the  expreiles  it,   on  the  edgb  of  iIk 

fweetnefs  of  the  numbers ;  footpoft  of  his  temple  gflue)  wilfth 

As  fweet  as  ditties  highly  penn'd,  >«*  'A  ^^f  *  *«^  UftH^tim  u 

Sung  by  a  fair  quee^  in  Vfum-   ^^  ^^^  ',  ^am.  V.  4,     Lmd 

mer's  bower,  'J^?  ^  \  "%T— ^  T^ 

With  ravifhing  divifion   to   her  f^^'J  *^f  ""'^  ^^  *^^  i^^^  ^ 
1^^^^  ^  denve  the  name  from  Dageattaaai 

iignifies  com,  as  if  he  was  tkv  k- 

457.         '^'^^  Next  came  one         ventor  of  it;    others  from  *Af« 

iybo  msnrfid  in  eameft,  &c.]The   which  iignifies  a  fi(h,  and  reptdnt 

lamentations  for  Adorns  were  with-   him   accordingly  with  the  'il|iper 

out  reafon,  but  there  was  real  oc-  part  of  a  man,  and  the  lowwpktt 

caiion  for  Dagons  mourning,  when   of  a  fifh.     Our  author  fbllolVM  Ae 

the  ark  of  God  was  taken  by  the   latter  opinion,  which  is  tlut  csn- 

PhilifUnes,  and  beine  placed  in  the   monly  receivM,  and  has  befidtosduB 

Xemple  of  Dagon,  the  next  morn-   authority  of  the  learned.  Sdta. 

ing  iebo/d  DagoK  %vas  fallen  upon  This  Daf/m  is  called  in  Jkr^KA^ 
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"Who  moum'd  in  carneft,  when  the  captive  arfc 

Maim'd  his  brute  image,  head  and  hands  lopt  off 

In  his  own  temple,  on  the  grunfel  edge,  460 

Where  he  fell  flat,  and  iham'd  his  worfhippers : 

Dagon  his  name,  fca  moniler,  upward  man 

And  downward  fi/h :  yet  had  his  temple  high 

Rear'd  in  Azotus,  dreaded  through  the  coaft 

Of  Paleftine,  in  Gath  and  Afcalon,  ^6? 

And  Accarpn  and  Gaza's  frontier  bounds. 

Him  follow'd  Rinjmon,  whofc  delightful  feat 

Waa'hii  Danufcus,  on  the  fertil  banks 

Of 

ilike  Goi  of  A.e    Phililline),   and  iana  and  Phtrrfhar,    rivtri  ef  Da- 

WM  wmflu^ied  in  the  five  prin-  mafim,  as  they  are  called  z  Kings 

-A^alhcitieiorthe  PbililliDM,  men-  V.  iz.  J Irfer  ^me hi  loJI.'SMmia 

vlkwU.  I  ,San.  VI.  17.   Jaetui  or  the  Syrian  who  was  curd  of  his  le- 

.'AJUad  wheic  he  had  a  temple  as  profy  by  Elitha,  and  who  for  that 

;tte-read  in  1  Sam.  V.  Cori,  and  reafon  refolv'd  thenceforth  to  c^rr 

J(iai<:y,,    »nd   Accarm,    Or    Ekron.  Htilbir  bumt-aff, ring  nor  fecrifiie  ta 

and  GiKM   where   ihey  had   facii-  'M?  *lbir  Cad,    biu  unto  the  Lard, 

(icci  and  feailingi  in  honor  of  him.  a  Kings  V.  17.  And  gaind  a  king, 

Judg.  XVI.   Ga!cas  f rentier  taumii,  AhtMbii  filttfi>  tm^rtr.  Who  with 

fays  the  poet,  as  it  was  the  fouchem  the  ai&ftance  of  the  king  of  AlTy- 

cxtremity  of  the  promi^'il  land  io<  ria  having  taken  Daniiifcui,    faw 

«rtnl  Egypt.     It  is  mendon*d  by  tjicre  an  altar,  and  fcnt  a  pailern 

Motet  as  [he  fouthem  point  of  the  of  it  10  Jenifalem  10  have  another 

land  of  Canaan.  Gen.  X,  ig.  made   by  it,  dJreflly  contrary  to 

467.  Him  fdliFUid  Rmmsn,  &c.]  the  command  of  Ged,  wlio  had 

ftimmtn  Wat  a  God  of  the  Syrians,  appointed  what  kind  of  altar  he 

but  it  is  not  certain  what  be  was.  would  have  (Exod.  XXVII.   i.  2. 

or  why  fo  call'd.     We  only  know  &c.)  and  had  ordcr'd  that  no  other 

that  he  had  a  temple  at  Damajiui,  Ihould  lie  made  of  any  matter  or 

K  Kings  y.  1 3-  the  moll  celebrated  figure  whatfocvcr.    Ahai  !lowe^■e^ 

tjty  of  Syria,  SB  ibt  ianh  ^  Jb-,  upon  hit  return  remov'd  the  altar 
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Of  Abbana  and  Pharphar,  lucid  ftreams. 

I 

He  alfo'  agalnft  the  houfe  of  God  was  bold:         476 

A  leper  once  he  loft,  and  gain'd  a  king, 

Ahaz  his  fottifh  conqu'ror,  whom  he  drew 

God's  altar  to  difparage  and  difplace 

For  one  of  Syrian  mode,  whereon  to  bum 

His  odious  ofierings,  and  adore  the  Gods  47  j 

Whom  he  had  vanquifh'd.    After  thefe  appeared 

A  crew  who  under  names  of  old  renown^ 
Oiirls,  Bis,  Oras,  and  their  train^ 

Widi 

of  the  Lord  from  its  place,  and  fet  fled  into  Egypt,  and  there  con* 
up  this  new  altar  in  its  flead,  and  cealed  them^lves  in  the  ihapei  of 
bfftr'd  tbiremt  2  Kings  XVI.  lo.  various  aniinals;  and  thb  Egjrp^ 
&c.  and  thenceforth  gave  himfelf  tians  afterwards  oat  o£  gnttitMr 
up  to  idolatry,  and  inftead  of  the  worihipped  the  creatnres,  iHufe 
God  of  Ifrael  be  facrific'd  unto  the  ihapes  ^e  Gods  had  afllim*d«  OfiA 
GodsofDamafaaiZQ\aotL,l^XS\}l,  Met.  V.  319.  &c.  where  is  as  Mt 
23.  whom  he  had  fubdaed.  count  of  their  transfbrmatioDs:  aaA 

478.  Ofirisy  IriSf  OntSf  and  their    therefore  Milton  here  calls  them 

train,  &c.]    O/W/  and  /€r      ^^^^  <wand'nng  Gvd,  Sfgrnt^d  m 
were  the  pnncipal  rfeides  of  the  ^^^^^  ^^^^ 

E^ttam,bywhichitismoftpiro.  Rather  ih J,  human. 
bablethey  onginally  meant  the  lun 

and  moon.     Orus  was  the  fon  of       482. Nor  did  Ifratl  ^Jkaff 

Ofiris    and    Ifis,   frequemhr  con-        ^h'  infeaion^Stz,']  The  lirulilw 


founded  with  Apollo :   and  thefe  by  dwelling  fo  long  in  Egypt 

and  die  other  Gods  of  the  Egyp-  infedted  with  the  fuperftitKttt  tf 

tians   were    worihipped    in   mom-  the  Egyptians,  and  in  all  profaaU- 

JhousfiefiJf  buHs,  cats,  ^o^  ksfc.  lity  made  the  golden  call,  or  OS 

and  the  radon  alleged    for    diis  (for  fo  it  is  differently  caU*d»  PfiiL 

monfbons  worihip  is  derived  from  CVI.  19,  ao.)  in  imitation  of  |hal 

the  faboloos  tradition,  that  when  which  reprefented  Ofiris,  and  out 

the  giants  invaded  Heaven,   the  of  the  golden  earings,  which  it  is 

Gods  werelb  afliighiad  that  ijiey  mod  likely  they  bonow*4  AT  th» 

figyptianib 
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1  moDftEom  diBpes  and  Joneritt  aboft'd  > 

tic  Egypt  and  ber  prieft^  to  Htdt  484 

r  wand-rtDg  Gods  dt^uis'd  in  krntiflt'iMM 
er  than  human.     Nor  did  lirad  'fcapf  * 
o&dktD,  when  their  bcrrow'd  gold  compoB'd 
calf  in  Oreb;  and  the  rebel  king 
lied  diat  fin  in  Bethel  and  in  Dan,    ;  48^ 

nng  lu  Maker  to  the  grazed  ox, 
'ah,  who  in  one  night  when  he  pafi'd 
£gjpt  Qurdung,  eqoal'd  with  one  flroke 

Bodi 

m,  Emd.  Xn.  3$.  Ti*  tiat  mtttbmfi:  ytimtai,  nuhatm 
Oralb  ii4  lb  the  P&buO,  umrngbt  ■wltn  btufi'dfi^  Sgpl 
rnkmu^  im  &rti,  Pikl.  Mrv£».  fill  the  diildrea  of  l£^ 
9.  «Ue  MoTa  wu  upon  not  only  f^'J  fron  Egypt,  bqt 
OUwitbGed.  Andthtribtl  DMTC^V  in&waHike  msniier,  and 
Bide  king  by  tke  th«  Lord  brousht  then  oat,  tbe 
'  eU«d  ^ainft  RC'  Lord  went  befon  ckem :  mmT^ 
XU.  AubUJfbal  iMtb  mt  ptim  hah  htr  Jkk-htr* 
0  golden  calvet,  Biti  ail  Mr  Heating  Gadt,  lor  tbe 
ioa  of  tbe  E^p-  Lord  flew  ail  lit  fafi4trm  tm  tit 
lb  wbom  be  bad  conrericd,  /«W  t^  Bgjft  huh  bm  aU  bt^, 
I  «  couple  of  oxen  whicb  aU  aftm  tbdr  Gtdt  mift  ibt  Urd 
Atpped,  one  called  Apis  rxtafttd  hUpiuMti,  £xod.  XII.  ii. 
lUi  tbe  metropolii  of  di*  Numb.  XJ&III.  4.  and  Milton 
^fptt  and  tbe  other  MnevU  meaoi  all  their  Goda  in  general, 
ion  die  diief  city  of  the  tbo'  be  fxyi  bUatiag  Gtdr  in  pam- 
mt;  and  he  fet  tbem  up  cular,  bonowing  the  nutapboi 
Fmi/  m  Oam,  the  two  txr-  firosi  flie^  awTiifiag  it  for  tha 
«f  the  kingdom  of  Ilnel,  cry  of  anyfintof  beafti.  Dr.Bent- 
iir  )>  the  ioiub,  tbe  latter  ley  hyi  indeed  that  the  Egyptiaaa 
idl:  liiamt  bii  Mm^  It  did  not  worlbip  fheep,  tbcy  onljr 
ntf  «r,  allwu^  to  PfitL  abSsin'd  fton  eating  tbem:  butfu 
.  Tbm  thtf  e^ngtd  tbmr  Dr.  Pearce  reptiei)  wai  not  Jupi- 
>  (Jk  fimStmb  rf  m  m  xu  -Aanutt  w*iflii£^  mder   a 
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Both  her  firft-born  and  all  her  bleating  Gods. 
Belial  came  laft,  than  whom  a  Spi  rlt  more  lewd  490 
Fell  ni9C  from  Heaven,  or  more  grofs  to  love 
Vice  for  itfelf :  to  him  no  temple  flood 
Or  altar  fmok'd  5  yet  who  more  oft  than  he 
In  temples  and  at  altars,  when  the  pried 
Turns  atheift,  as  did  Eli's  fons,  who  fiU'd  495 

With  laft  and  violence  the  houfe  of  God  ? 

In 

ram,  hetice  eomiger  Amrmn  f  Cle-  ends  the  paflage  as  he  began  iti 

mens    Alexandrinus  tells  us  that  with  the  Gods  of  Egypt, 
the  people  of   Sals  and  Thebes 

worfhipped  (heep ;   and  R.  Jarchi  490.  Belial  came  laR^  &c.]  The 

upon  Gen.  XLVl.  3^.  fays  that  a  charadlers  of  Moloch  and    Bt^eJ 

ihepherd  was  therefore    an   abo-  prepare  the  reader's  mind  for  their 

mination  to  the  Egyptians,  becaufe  refpedive  fpeeches  and  behavioiir 

the  Egyptians  worfhipped  fheep  as  in  the  fecond  and  fixth  book. 

Gods.     We  may  farther  add,  that  AMfia. 

Onkelos,    Jonathan,    and    fevcral  And  they  are  very  properly  made, 

others  are  of  the  fame  opinion,  one  the  Hrft,  and  the  other  the  laft, 

and  fay  that  fhepherds   were  an  in  this  catalogue,    as   they   both 

abomination  to  the  Egyptians,  be-  make  fo  great  a  figure  afterwards  in 

caufe  they  had  no  greater  regard  the  poem.     Moloch  the  firft,  as  he 

to  thofe  creatures  which  the  Egyp-  was  the  fcrc^ft  Sfrnt  that  Jbught  mm 

tians  worfhipped,    than  to  breed  HeavtTtf  II.  44.  and  Belial  the  laft^ 

them  up  to  be  eaten.    Thefe  au-  as  he  is  rcprefented  as  the  mofl  ft** 

thorities  are  fufficient  to  juflify  our  morcus  andjlothfuly  II.  117.  It  doth 

poet    for    calling    them    bleating  not  appear  that  he  was  ever  wor* 

Godi\  he  might  make  ufe  of  that  (hipped;    but  lewd  profligate  fU- 

epithct  as  one  of  the  moft  infigni-  lows,  fuch  as  regard  neither  God 

iicant  and  contemptible,  with  the  nor  Man,  are  called  in  Scripture 

fame  air  of  diflam  as  Virgil  fays  the  childnn  of  Belial,   Dcut.  XIH. 

^n.  VIII.  698.  13.     So  the  fons  of  Eli  are  aISi 

Omnigenfimquc  detim  monfba  &    "  S*"^;"'  V'p  ^T  '^J"^^ 

latratar  Amibif ;  '^^^'^  >7  €^lt^   '^r^f 

the  Lord,    So  the  men  of  Gibeu. 

and  fo  returns  to  his  fubjed,  and    who  abus'd  the  Lev^te^s  wife,  Jdh. 
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1  cx)iirt8  and  palaces  he  aUb  reigns 

jxl  in  luxurious  cities,  where  the  noiie 

If  ri'ot  afccnds  above  their  loftieft  lowenfc'  ^ 

jid  injury  and  outn^e :  And  when  night      -     509 

taikens  the  ftrects^  then  wander  forth  the  ions 

If  Belialt  flown  with  infolence  and  wine. 

^tnela  the  flreets  of  Sodom,  and  that  night 

]  Gibeah,  when  the  hofpitable  door 

Expos'd 

IX.  31.  UC  CtQcd  likcwiTe/nv  V"  .  W^ '- v>tn  the  ht^tMi  dttr 

Jul;  which  are  die  paiticnlir  in-  fjr^V  «  mtUrm  /«  wotid  •v.trfi 

meet  here  giro)  by  our  author.  ''•^■]  ^  Milton  caiu'd  it 

50Z.  -^flrnKm  viitb  inftitnce  and  to  be  printed  in  the  lecond  edidoDt 

viiw.]  I  hsve  heard  a  con-  the  firfl  nn  thui, 

*f^,5  ^"^^yn  J™P°t"«  "  -when  hofpitable  i^, 

na  ulMcaoe  ud  wine,  u  there  ^^^^  j,                    '^ 

IB   Viipl  n;|b/iu   /arr^    Eel.  ^' 

I.  I  J.  And  Milton  did  well  inilteriogths 

^«i/nihd)«]lOTeiiU,Qt  temper,  P*fli8c ;  for  it  wm  not  true  <?^.- 

J««fc.  """'  "■*  "V  «««frMr  WM  yielded 
there;  the  women  had  mi  htavm 

txjli^tai  I  coBCrire  is  s  participle  mtai.  Gen.  XIX.  8.  and  as  they  were 

am  the  nrb^,  and  the  meaning  only  offer'd  not  accepted,  '"  "  — * 


KC  and  wine  made  them  fy  tut  cond  edidon  changed  jiilJtd  Into 

M  AcTe  extravagances.     Or  ai  txfa'J,  becaide  in  what  was  done 

Aen  tUnk.   it  may  be  a  pvti-  at  Gibeah,    Judg.  XIX.   i;.    the 

pie  fiVD  die  verb  Jfnv,  as  0vtr-  Levite's  wife  was  not  only  yieidid, 

rttm  m  femctimes  uled  for  over-  but  put  out  of  doors  and  ixf»!d 

Mr^d.     And  the  meaning  is  the  to  the  mens  lewdnels.     Why  then 

Be  U  fyfi'd  with  infolence  and  does  Dr.  Beniley  prefer  Milton'i 

ine.  AJa  expreflion  vety  common  firft  reading  to  hii  fccond,  when  he 

on  the  verb  jftr>.    In  the  fame  altcr'd  de  pallkge  to  make  h  more 

■fc  we  ide  Aj&V  with  focccfi,  a*  agreeable  t«  the  Soiptural  ftory  i 
tTlLrergUerrci,  Ptara. 

Vot.  I.  N  506.  fktji 


k 
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Expos'd  a  matron  to  avoid  worfe  rape.  50J  I 

Thefe  were  the  prime  in  order  and  in  might  j  I 

The  reft  were  long  to  tell,  though  far  reaawa'4j 
Th'  Ionian  Gods,  of  Javao's  tffiic  held 
Gods,  yet  coufefs'd  later  than  Hcav'o  and  Evtb* 
Their  boafted  parents :  Titan  Hcav'n's  firft-lcin^  519 
With  his  enormous  brood,  and  birthright  i«U!d 
By  younger  Saturn  j  he  from  mighder  Jove 
His  own  and  Rhea's  fbn  like  meafure  ibund$ 
So  Jove  ufurping  reign'd:  thefe  firft  in  Crete 
And  Ida  known,  dience  on  the  ihowy  top  515 

Of 

to6.  Tir/i  wirf  tif  prime]   It  li  muden  i  and  u  it  wu  sot  poftUe 

ouerved  by  Macrobiiu  and  othen,  or  indeed  proper,  faneiAerwaait 

in  comtneodadon  of  Homer't  cata-  at  all  bii  mtemioa.     Bt  profOi'd 

logoe  of  Qufa  and  wanion,  that  only  to  mention   the  chie(    and 

he  hath  therein  mention'd  erery  fuch  who  were  known  in  Paleftise 

body  who  doth,  and  no  body  who  and  the    neighbouring  coOBtrie^ 

dMh  not  afterward!  make  hi*  ap-  and  had  encroach'd  upon  Ac  wor- 

pctrance  in  the  poe^  =  whereat  it  Hup  of  the  God  of  I6vl : 

1*  otheiwile  in  Virgil ;  fome  have  wl^  he  piopoi'd  he  hatb  c, — 


n  place  in  the  lid,  who  axe  never  with  wouerfy  leanvna  mi  jadg' 

heard  of  in  the  battels,  and  othen  nent.  He  h«th  inlMt^a^wJ  '^Hol 

piake  a  figur^in  the  battel*,  who  upon  each  of  thefe  idolik  «  k« 

sie  not  taken  notice  of  in  the  liit.  drew  moft  of  hi*  matenali:  itm 

K«ther  hath  Milton  in  thii  refped  Scripture :  Tht  rtft  •wtn  k^  fvMft 

fttain'd  Homer's  excellence    and  the  reft  he  llighily  pafla  ovo^  ai 

^eautv ;  but  then  it  Ihoold  be  con-  our  Itnowledee  of  them  if  d«ir'd 

£dcr'a  what  wa*  his  intent  and  only  from  faEukxu  aatiqaity. 
purpoTe  in  thi*  catalogue.     It  wa* 

Bot  polBble  for  him  to  exhibit  as  ;o8.  7*^'  Imm  Gtii,  ify^taii 

complete  a  catalogue  of  the  £dlen  ifiu  btU 

Annb,  a*  Ho)^  hat^  ^f«n  ut.  Gmb,  &c.]   Jmea,   di«  Andll 

of  uui.  Qreciaa  ud  Trqan  com-  fim  of  Japhe^  m4  gtwdfai  af 


Boofet. 

Of  cold  Olympus  rul'd  chs  middle  air. 
Their  li%lKft:BMT'B;'or  on  the  Ddphian  diff,  '■ 
Or  In  Doijaia,  aad  dinli|h  ^  the  txnqlt ;  ^ 

or  Doric  landi  or  vbo  vith  Situm  old*  '<>' 
Fledonr  Ad<i>  totk'iMiierianfidds,  520 

And  tftc  ths  Cgltis  naai'd  the  ntmoft  ia. 

AH  dieft  udaoKcune  fiockingj  Vut  with  lookr 
Down  cail  and  dattp,  yet  ftich  wherein  appear'd 
Obfaire  fame  glimpfe  of  joy,  to'  have  ibund  their  chief 
Not  in^k^air,  to' have  (bund  themielres  not  loft  ^25 
In  lofs  itfelf;  which  on  his  count'nance  caft 

Like 

Mbah,  httffokd  to  hare  foiled  terward)  beciinethenameof  Hm- 
fn  tht  feoth-wcft  put  of  Afia  Mi-  ven  ajuong  their  worihippers ;  ir 
■or,  about  Jmia,  whkh  contains  *n  tit  Dtipbtan  tUf,  Parna^i, 
tfco  fadical  letten  of  hii  name.  His  whereon  wai  leaCed  toe  city  peljjii 
ddcendcBb  were  the  laniam  and  famouj  for  the  temple  and  ontde 
Grecuuui  aad  the  principal  of  of  ApoUoi  tr  iti  Dadtna,  a  tivf 
dieirGodsmre Heaven  and  Earth;  and  wood  adjoining  facted  to  Jn- 
fit^m  wn  Aim  eldeft  fon,  he  wai  piter  i  anJ  thrmgb  all  tbt  haaJt  fT 
fcther  of  the  c>anu,  atid  hii  em-  D<iri<  land,  that  is  of  Greece,  Do^ 
pirc  «u  lafed  xrf  hi»  younger  bra-  rii  being  a  part  of  Greece  j  trfitd 
thcr  Smtmn,  n  Satuni's  was  \n  J»-  wvtr  A^a,  the  Asiatic,  n  tb'  Uif- 
fiNr  (aa  of  Satum  and  Rbeit,  ptrien  fitUi,  tohJh;  and  s'er  tht 
Tkefr  Ut  Vcre  known  in  the  iland  Cihit,  France  anaVhe  other  coun- 
Crttt,  ami  Candia,  in  which  ii  triei  overran  by  Ae  Celtci.  rpcti'd 
moant  Ua,  where  Jupiter  it  laid  tht  Mimfi  ila.  Great  Britain,  Ire* 
■0  have  been  born  i  thence  paSed  land,  the  Oikocy*,  Thole  or  Ice- 
cm  into  Greece,  and  refided  on  land.  Ultima  fbuit,  a*  it  is  csU'd, 
noaM  Ofymfmi  in  Theffaly;  th*  the  utinoft  boundary  of  ^e  woiU. 
fioiiy  M  tfctid  OfymfM,  aa  Ho-  Such  expBcitloaa  are  AeedtcTi  to 
ner  calh  ii^  OKuff»t*  Aymrti^Vt  thofe  who  are  coareriant  with  the 
fflad.!.  410.  and  XVIII.  61  J.  Ov-  clalllc  autbonidic]'  arc  written  fiw 
Aiv«P(pf9M^«liicbsaDiuainaf-    thofe wh*  arc  «ot. 

N  X  ^9.  Sna* 
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Like  doubtful  hue:  but  he  his  wcmted  pride 
Soon  recoUeding,  with  high  words,  that  bore 
Semblance  of  worth  not  fubftance,  gently  rais'd 
Their  fainting  courage,  and  difpell'd  their  fears.  530 
Then  ftrait  commands  that  at  the  warlike  ibund 
Of  trumpets  loud  and  clarions  be  uprear*d    . 
His  mighty  fbndard :  that  proud  honor  clam'd 

Azazel  as  his  right,  a  Cherub  tall ; 

Who  forthwith  from  the  glittering  ftafF  unfurl'd   535 

Th'  imperial  enfign,  which  full  high  advanced 

Shone 

5  29.  Semblance  of  'worth  not  fuh'  Demon,  as  the  learned  Dr.  Spencer 

fiance  ^  ]    An  exprefiion    of  hath  abundantly  proved  in  ms  dif- 

Spenfer*s  Fairy  Qaeen,  B.  2.  Cant,  fertation  Dt  birco  imjfario.    He 

9.  St.  2.  ihows  that  this  name  is  nfcd  for 

thc/«4/?«,«  dead.    Tbyr.  ffian.  and  deriv«  it  fitm  two  He- 

530.  Their  fainting  emrafe^']    In  brew  words,  Az  and  Jxil  ^;nify- 

the  firft  edition  he  g«ve  it  Their  ing  hra^e  in  reinating^    1  proper 

fainted  courage^  if  that  be  not  an  appellation  for  the  ftandaid-beaicr 

ciTor  of  the  prefs.  to  the  faU*n  Angels.    We  fee  Mil- 

532.  Of  trumpets  loud  and  clarions]  ton  gives  Jbuaul  a  right  to  be  ftan- 

A  clarion  is  a  fmall  (brill  treble  dard-bearer  on  account  of  his  Sa^ 

trumpet,  a  daro  quern  edit  fono.  ture;  he  had  no  notion  of  a  dapoer 

Hume,  tniign  who  can  hardly  cany  nis 

So  Fairfax  mentions  and  diftin-  colors, 
j^uilhes  thems  Cant.I.  St.  71. 

When  trumpets  loud  and  clarions       535-  ^'/^^'^  ^^3  J'S 
flirill  were  heaid.  are  feveral  o Aer  ftrokcs  m  the  fiift 

book  wonderfully  poeacaly  andm- 

J  3 3.  '^  that  proud  honor  clemid      fiances  of  that  fuolime  genius  fe 

Jbutzelas  his  rights  a  Cherub  taUi]    peculiar  to  the  author.  Such  is  the 

dxazel  is  not  the  /cape-goat^  as  it  is    defcription  of  Azaatel^s  ftatnie,  and 

ccpmonly  call'd,  but  %ufies  fome  of  the  infernal  fiaadaid  wfaicb  he 

aafnrlsi 


<*.  ^ 
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Shone  like  a  meteor  ftreamlng  to  the  wind,  41 

With  gems  and  golden  luftre  rich  imblaz'd,  I 

Seraphic  arms  and  trophies ;  all  the  while 
Sonorous  metal  blowing  martial  founds :  5*0 

At  which  the  iiniverial  hoft  up  fent 
A  ftiout,  that  tore  Hell's  concave,  and  beyond         , 
Frighted  the  reign  of  Chaos  and  old  Night.  ' 

All  in  a  moment  through  the  gloom  were  fecn        ' 
Ten  thouland  banners  rife  into  the  air 
With  orient  colors  waving :  with  them  rofc 


54^ 
A 

snfiulii  m  alfe  of  that  ghaUr  With miaa  etlm toavhg:  wir^, 

U^U,  \j  -iHu^  the  fiends  appear  them  nfi                        •        ' 

to  one  aaodKr  in  their  pUce  of  A  fartfi  bwgt ^ J^ari -^  SoTaflT'. 

torments :  Ac  flioat  «f  the  whole  ddcnbing  the  Chnftum  and  Pagan 

bqft  of  (iUen  Aiigeb  when  dnwn  Armiet  prepating  to  cngi^  Cast. . 

up  in  Iwtel  array:    the    review  20.  St.  38. 

which  Ok  leader  makes  of  hu  in-  ^ 

fenial  mnaj  -.    the  flalh  of  light  Spaife  al  <reiUo  on  Ae^g^xtio  ir  Is 

lAich  qimr'd  Bpon  the  drawing  baodiere.                             . 

of  didr  tWmdi :    the  fodden  pro-  E  ventolar  fu  i  gnn  dmier  M  * 

dodion  of  dtePandemoiUDin:  and  penne:                                    % 

.  the  aitiBcial    iUaminadonj    made  Habiti,   fre^  impicTe,  anne,  t 

laiL    AlMfn.  rolon, 

O'oro,  e  di  ftaMl  fol,  lampi, « 

%^y  FrightiJ  ibt  rtign  of  Chmi  fiilgori.    ■'^^     >                    *  \ 

tmJ  aU  Night.]  Rrign  is  ufed  29.                         9 

tike  the  Latin  rrgvum  for  kingdom :  Sembrt  d'albcii  dcnfi  alta  fbrefia 

and  fo  in  Spenfer's  Faiiy  Quees,  L'un  campo,    e  I'altro,   di  tut*  ^ 

B.  X.  Cant.  7.  St.  si.  haite  abonda. 
That  flrail  did  lead  10  Plu»'»  grifly 


Loofe  in  the  wind  waved  their  en*  . 


figns  ligh^ 
Rmbledthe^ 


54$.  7*n  theiifmiul  iaaitri  ri/t  if      Trembled  the  ^umciduit  on  theit, 
f  tbt  «f  r  crefli  vera  let ; 

N  3  Th* 


V     » 
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A  forcft  hagd  of  fpears;  and. thronging  hdms 

Appear *d^  and  £brlried  fhield^  in  thick  array 

Of  depth  immeafurable:  anon  they  move 

In  pcrfeft  phalanx  to  the  Dorian  nibod  550 

Of  flutes  and  foft  recorders ;  fuch  as  rais'd 

To  highth  of  hoblefl  temper  heroes  old 

Arming  to  battel,  and  inftead  of  rage 

Deliberate  valor  breath'd,  firm  and  mmiov'd* 

With  dread  of  death  to  flight  or  foul  retreats       555 

Nor  wanting  pow'r  to  mitigate  and  fwage 

'With  folemn  touches  troubled  thoughts,  and  chafe 

Anguiih  and  doubt  ahd  fear  and  forrow'  and  pam 
From  mortal  or  immortal  minds.     Thus  they 
Breathbg  united  force  with  fixed  thought  560 

Mov'd 

Their  arms,  imprcflcs,  cobn,  gold       c  50.  —  td  tbi  Dman  im$d  &c.] 

and  ftoBc,  All  accounts  of  the  mafic  of  the 

TGainft  the  fun  beams  fmil^dy  fla-  Ancients  are  very  uncertain  and 

medt  fparkled,  ihone.  confbs'd.  There  feem  to  have  been 

2Q,  three  principal  modes  or  mcaforct 

SodidthtVwiA  fpears  and  T^o^T^Sf  L^L'^^ 
pikes  abound.  FkWax.  "^  ""^  ipnghdy,  and  dw  l}mm 
l#*»wo  at/v  Mw.        *       ^       the  moft  grave  and  miqeifac.     Aoi 

**  v'^'  Milton  in  another  part  of  his  woxka 

548.  —  ferried Jhieldi\    Lock'd  ufcs  grofve  and  Jhric  almoft  as  fyn- 

one  within    another,    link*d    and  onymous  terms.     *^  If  we  think 

dafp'd  together,  from  the  French  *'  to  regulate  printingj^  thereby  to 

firrn^  tolock,  tO  Ihut  dof^  "  redify  maumerB*  we  mnft  Kgfe- 

Hmm^  **  late  sjl  recreations  and  tinMrnes^ 


1 1 


i**  ^ 


Minfiil  Acpi  o'er  the  ternt  foil  i  add  now 

:'d  itt  tkw  di^  ftandi  %  Homd  fexK 

idfbl  Iragjth  ted  flaribg  anna;  in  g^ 

liors  old  iivikh  dnier'd  ^p^  565 

ig  what  comiiiatad  tfadr  mightf  chief  ^ 

» hnpo& :  He  duou^  tiie  aimed  filei 

lis  expedmc'd  ej^  tad  (hoik  trmtdk 

hole  batts^on  vkm^  Aeir  aider  dtte^ 

fi&ges  and  flatuie  aft  df  Gddfr,  }7< 

lumber  laft  he  fums.    And  now  hit  htert 

Is  with  pride,  and  hardening  in  his  ftrength 

i :  for  never  (ince  created  man, 

ch  imbodied  force^  as  nam'd  with  thefe 

Cbuld 

it  is  delightful  to  man.  pets  and  other  martial  miific  in- 

ific  moll  be  heard,  no  fong  cited  and  inflamM  them  more  to 

CM'fung,  butwhat  is^roo^r  rage.    $ee  Aulas  Gellius,  Lib.  I. 

ric.'^   (See  his  Speech  for  cap.  ii.  andTXhucyd.  L.  5. 
y  of  unlicenc'd  Printing. 

.  149.  Edit,  1738.)    This  5^-  BreathiHg  umted  forci  with 

was    the    meafure    befi  fixed  tbougbt    '                               t 

0  the  fall'n  Angels  at  this  Uw^im  infihmi\  Tlius  Homer 

and  their  inflrumcnts  were  makes  the.  Grecians  march  on  iii 

fifes  zxidifofi  recorders,  for  filcncc  breathing  force,  Iliad.  III.  8. 

reafon  that  Thucydides  ^^  js.      ^^^          ^^^  „^  • 

r  anaent  hiitonans  amga  ti<  Avaio/ 

acedemonians  making  ufe  £^  ^vumx..  t/a. 

inftrumcnts,  becaufe  they  f»«    .    .    • 

lein  with  a  more  cool  and  567.  —  Hi  throMgB  tbe  armed  fila 

;  courage,  whereas  tram-  barts  bie  exferienc'd eje,'^}  Not 

N  ^  unlikf 
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Could  merit  more  than  that  final!  infimtry  575' 

Warr*d  on  by  cranes;  though  all  the  giant  brood        «i 

Of  Phlcgra  with  th*  heroic  race  were  join'd 

That  fought  at  Thebes  and  Ilium,  on  each  fide 

Mix'd  with  auxiliar  Gods ;  and  what  refounds 

In  fable  or  romance  of  Uther's  fon  ^80 

Birgirt  with  Britiih  and  Armoric  knights ; 

And  all  who  fince,  baptiz'd  or  infidel, 

Joufted  in  Afpramont  or  Montalban, 

Damafco,  or  Marocco,  or  Trebifond, 

Or  whom  Biferta  fent  from  Afric  (hore,  585 

When 

nnlike  that  in  Shakefpear,  Anth.  fiii  the  heroes  were  affifted  hf  the 
U  Cleop.  Aa  I.  Gods,  therefore  callM  aMxUutr  Gcdti 

-  Aofe  hk  goodly  eyes  "^  'wl^re/^  even  «).  fM  w 

That  o'er  the  fil«  and  muftcn  of  7*^'  't}^^^U^l  *"^8  ArAor, 

the  war  Uthcr  Pendragon,   whole 

Have  glow'd  like  pitted  Mars.        ^^P^??''  %%^f>"^*"^^y  ^^'^  \ 
^  '^  Geoitry  of  Monmouth,  hegtrt  tmth 

575.     that  fmall  infantry  Britijh  and  Anmric  km^hts^  for  be 

kVarr'd  on  by  cranes ;]  All  the  he-  was  often  in  alliance  with  the  Viag 

roes  and  armies  that  ever  were  af-  of  Armorica,  iince  called  Bivtagne, 

fembled  were  no  more  than  pyg-  of  the  Britons  who  fettled  there  | 

mies  in  comparifon  with  thefe  An-  and  all  who  fince  jonfied  in  Afyf 

gels ;  though  ail  the  pant  brood  of  mant  or  Mwtalban^  romantic  namei 

Phic^a,    m   dty   of  Macedonia,  of  places  mentioned  in  Orlando  Fa- 

wherc  the  slants  fougj^t  with  the  nolo,  the  latter  perhaps  Monln* 

Gods,    with  th^  heroic    race    'were  ban  in  France*  Damafco  §r  iM^vwcf^ 

joind  that  fought  at  Thebes^  a  city  Damafcus  or  Morocco,  bat  he  o^ 

in  Boeotia,  famous  for  the  war  be-  them  as  they  are  call*d  in  tomance^ 

tween  the  fons  of  CEdipus,  cele-  or  Trebifondj  a  dty  of  Cappadoda 

brated  by  Statius  in  his  Thebaid,  in  the  lefTer  Afia,  all  thefo^bco 

Mwd  Ilium  made  (till  more  famous  are  famous  in  romances,  for  joqft- 

\j  Homcr*9  Iliad^  where  m  each  ings  between  the  heiftitCi  md  infw 

Ml 
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Hien  Cliatlemam  ¥nth  aU  his  pce^ 
f  Fontarabbia.  -  Thus  &r  thde  beyond 

iompare  of  mortal  prowefs,  yet  obferv'd 

^har  dread  commandBr:  he  above  the  reft 

a  fhape  and  gpftute  proudly  eminent  r^o 

tood  like  a  tow'r;  his  form  had  yet  not  loft 

Jl  her  original  brightnefi^  nor  appeared 

<efs  than  Arch- Angpl  ruin'd,  and  th*  excefs 

)f  glory'  obfcur'd;  as  when  the  fun  new  riien 

iOoks  through  the  horizontal  mifty  air  59^ 

horn  of  his  beams^  or  from  behind  the  moon 

In 

r/r;   ir  jwbim  Bifirta^    fonnerly  ctnnot  tgree  with  Dr.  Bentley  in 

ill'd  Udca,  fint  from  Afric  Jbore^  rejefting  fome  of  thcfe  lines  as 

itt  is  the  Saracens  who   pafs*d  fparious,  yet  h  is  much  to  be  wi(h*d 

om  Biierta  in  Africa  to  Spain,  that  our  poet  had  not  fo  far  in- 

fben  Charlenudn  nmth  all  his  peer-  dulled  his  tafte  for  romances,  of 

Refill  iy  FoMtarahhia,  Charlemain  which  he  profefles  himfelf  to  have 

ing  of  France  and  emperor  of  been  fond  in  his  younger  years, 

rermany  about  the  year  800  un-  and  had  not  been  oftentatious  of 

ntook  a  war  againfl  the  Saracens  fuch  readin?,  as  perhaps  had  better 

i   Spain,   and  Mariana  and  the  never  have  been  read, 
panifh  hiftorians  are  Milton's  au-        589.  ^-*  he  above  the  reft  Sec,  ] 

ion  for  faying  that  he  and  his  What  a  noble  defcription  is  here  of 

nny  were  rout^  in  this  manner  at  Satan's  perfon !  and  how  different 

'ontarabbia   ( which  is   a   flrong  from  the  common  and  ridiculous 

3WI1  in  Bifcay  at  the  very  en-  reprefentations  of  him,  with  horns 

ranee  into    Spain,   and  efteem'd  and  a  tail  and  cloven  feet!  and 

be  key  of    the  kingdom) :    but  yet  TafFo  hath  fo  defcrib'd  him, 

iezeray  and  the  French  writers  Cant.  IV.    The   greatcft  mailers 

jve  a  quite  different  and  more  pro*  in  painting  had  not  fuch  fublime 

•abk  account  of  him,  that  he  was  ideas  as  Milton,   and  among    all 

t  lift  vi£lorious  over  his  enemies  their  Devils  have  drawn  no  por- 

nd  di^  in  peace.    And  tho'  w^   trait  comparable  to  this ;  as  every 

body 
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In  dim  eclipib  diMraus  twiii^^  .f 

On  half  the  nations^  tad  with  fbr  of  ch&njgB 
Perplexes  monarchs.    Darkened  fo,  fetHtH^a/i 
Above  them  all  th' Arch-Angfdi:  IfnU  his  fikoft     M 
De^  fears  of  thunder  had  iatrench 

Sat  on  hk  faded  cheeky  b_ — ...  ■ 

Of  dauntlefs  cottrege^  and  confiderale  prido  1 

Waiting  Kvefiget  crael  his^eye>  bat  caft 

Signs  of  ttmxxfc  and  pafiioa:  to  bdiold  605 

The  fellows  of  his  crime^ :  the  fbllowers  radier 

(Far  other  once  beheld  in  blifs)  condemned 

For  ever  now  to  have  their  lot  in  pain^ 

MiHiofil 

body  muft  aUow  who  hath  feen  the       606.  -«-«» Itri  /kw 

pidures  or  the  prints  of  Michael       Deep  /ears  of  thuaki^  tail  hr- 
and  the  Devil  by  Raphael,  and  of  treneb^dy"]  Had  cnt  iotOylud 

the  fame  l^  Guido,  and  of  the  lali;  made  trenches  there,  of  thcFiench 

judgmc&t  by  Michad  Angelo.  trencher  to  cut.    Shakefpear  irftf 

the  fame  word  fpeaking  of  a  tcKt^ 

599.  —  iuul  with  fear  of  ebas^  b  ^tuas  this  vcryfiuordtatreu^iCA  ilk 

Perplexes  monarch  J]  It  is  faid  that  AIl*s  well  that  eiids  wdl»  Aft  H. 
this  noble  poem  was  in  danger  of      609.  — -  amerc^dj  This  mwl  Jl 

being  fappiwttlyy  the  Licencer  on  not  ufed  here  in  its  nroper  fcnr* 

account  of  tUi  Smile,  as  if  it  con-  fenfe,  of  muldM,  fin*^  QTr.    M 

tain'd  fome  latent  treafon  in  it:  as  Mr.  Hume  righdy  ob&nnBiitti 

bnt  it  is  faying  little  more  than  a  flrange  affinity  with  the  QMt 

poets  have  faid  under  the  moft  ab-  ^//f  p^«,  to  deprive,  to  take  xmfi 

folute  monarchies;  as  Virgil  Georg.  as  Homer  has  ufed  it  modi  tO  oof 

1 464.  purpofe. 

-IHeetiamccosinftaretmnuitns      ^^J^X^F^/Z-r^*'^   ^ 
Saepe  moiiet,  firaudemque,  et  oper- 

u  tumcfcere  belfau  Hic  Mide  amercM  him  of  hii  efm 


i 


i  6f  j^nilO^  fcil  &ldtH&ac'd 

Icry  inMKt'd  i'^IB 'whol  Kancn't  A* 
idi'd  Ibt  fbitilj  Mkvor  nkwiaia  piqes    - 
1^  top  their,  flatel^grtmtb  thssj^  tgn 
n  the  Uafied  heith^|<e.nov  fniar'd    6i; 
b;  wlKKatjtheir'doabled  fink* Jhe^.  bend 
JK  to  wingi  9^  half  ■■"•ift^  hiBfOind-   • 
Ut|icen:  attention  held-tfatnimiB.       i*. 
e  aflay'd,  and  thrice  in  ipifie  of  icom 
xh  as  Angeb  weep,  bucft  forth :  at  laft     620 
Wordi 

n  dit  ftculn  (rf'&igiDZ  witber'd  gIoi7  of  tiie'Ai>K^J  "bA 

I7C  VIII.  64.     And  I  the  laA  with  greu  propriety,  £iico 

■umber  to  luve  read  their  l^Sn  mfciinpiir'd  t^  thim- 

ifcd  in  the  lame  fenfe  der,  as  well  u  uat  of  the  trea  ia 

bkSpenfer,  but  cannot  the  fimf  "   " 

m  to  the  place.  heath  i 


'fi^^bim  ibiyfiotd,']  liiiged  baming  foU.  on  which  Ae 
me  conflruftion  of  thit  AngeU  were  ttandiiw.  Homer  >mL 
lack  to  Tcr.  605  for    Virgil  frequently  u£  companlbu 


Die  (enfe  then  u  tbii,  from  tree*,  to  tj\  .^^_  -         ^- 

fcUowi  of  hii  crime,  or  falling  of  a  lwi<B^ftjpne  of 

fcc,  yet  how  ihey  flood  dwm  are  apjJy'd  wnffEBmiicty 

'^dimrJ&it.  and  pnmnecy  of  aronifanwi  at 

vtubtJi Hcmtn'i firt  tbii (tf  HiltOA.    Smj^^^i;^ 

/&c.]  Hath  hurt,  hath  MiUm't  imitatitm  rf  tit  Mtimt, 

word  frequently  ufed  p.  34. 

Spenler,  Shakefpev,        6i9.7£r/(»^«^V,M//irw^« 
nntcrs.  Tbiiiiavcty  Tttti  iJfifirtlf\  Ha  kai 

1  clofe  fimile;  it  rs*  Ovid  is  hit  thoaght,  MlCia.XL 

tMMfiic  fatBR.  mA  419.  .      _ 

Tet 
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Words  interwove  with  fighs  found  out  their  wa«| 

O  Myriads  of  immortal  Spi'rits,  O  Powers 
Matchlefs,  but  with  th'  Ahnighty,  and  that  I 
Was  not  inglorious,  though  th'  event  was  c 
As  this  place  teftifics,  and  this  dire  change 
Hattful  to  utter :  but  what  pow'r  of  roxodfjf 
Foreiceing  or  prefa^g,  from  the  depth 
Of  knowledge  pafl  or  prefent,  could  have  fesr'd. 
How  fuch  united  force  of  Gods,  how  fucfa 
As  flood  like  thefc,  could  ever  know  repuUe  ? 
For  who  can  yet  believe,  though  after  lofs. 
That  all  ihe£e  pui£ant  legions,  whofe  esdle 
Hath  emptied  Hear'n,  fhall  fail  to  re-afcend         J 
Self-rab'd,  and  repoflels  their  nadve  ieat  f 
For  me  be  vritnefs  all  the  hoik  of  Heaven,  03 

I 

Ihr conatk loqiu,  ter  fletibai  on  andtothe  intenJad  A>niQh«« 

l^viL    Bmltj.  the  ^jTcatefi  peopk  in  the  wad4' 
gnuiy hit mrn vain ^oiT.'    -rit 

TttnfaA  •iAnA  w^  Like  Ho-  6*3.            —  t»d  ti^tttH 

ncrV  UMriiSrdu  'Godi  whidi  JFw  mt  mAtmu,]  OAM 

wm  dibdft  ben  the  blood  of  DC  6.                            «  i^h< 

anrtab.    Thu  weepng  of  Sum  —  nee  tun  '*''* 

fiilSi  pntioiKuiiiindafthenoi^  .' -rm 

of  Xom  meptne  on  fedng  hu  631.  Tfiili  imffhi  TTmti\^m 

Toft  majr,  nd  renoSiif  that  they  coBcaT'd  that  a  duid  put  oM 

w«n  waini,  m  dw  toM  that  he  Awab  Ml  wiA  Swrn.  mamM 

«M  haft'niDg  Acai  to  their  fue,  M  sgr. xa.4.  JtdUi  tml  M 
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I    .•■ 


E£  coonlels  difieroit^  or  danger  ihunn'd 

I 

IP^  ine,  have  loft  oqr  hopes.  But  he  who  reigai 
PJhnni'ch  ili  Jfcav'n,  till  then  as  one  fecure 
ilit  on  his  UOdne,  uphdd  hy  old  repute, 
poofent  or  cuftom»  and  his  regal  ftate  6^# 

rtit  forth  at  full,  but  ftill  his  ftrength  concealed, 
|Which  tempted  our  attempt,  and  wrought  our  hJl. 
Henceforth  his  might  we  know,  and  know  our  own. 
So  as  not  either  to  provoke,  or  dread 
l^ew  war,  provok'd ;  our  better  part  remains       645 
To  work  in  clofe  defign,  by  fraud  or  guile. 
What  force  efFe<5ted  not :  that  he  no  lefs 
jflLt  length  from  us  may  find,  who  overcomes 
By  force,  hath  overcome  but  half  his  foe. 
Space  may  poduce  new  worlds  -,  whereof  fo  rife  650 

There 

lb  third  part  of  the  ftars  of  Hea-  \y  thought  an  elegance  by  Miiton» 

mn,  and  caft  them  to  the  earth ;  and  and  many  inftances  of  it  may  be 

lUs  opinion  Milton  hath  exprcfs'd  (hown  not  only  in  his  works,   but 

fa  fcveral  places,  11.  692.  V.  710.  I  believe  in  ill  the  beft  poets  both 

Vl.  1 56 :  but  Satan  here  talks  big  ancient  and  modem,  the  the  latter 

iftd  fna{;Difies  their  number,  as  if  I  am  afraid  have  been  (ometimet 

:heir  exUe  hoi  emptied  Heaven,  too  liberal  of  them. 

64s.  i^hich  tempted  §ur  attempty']        647. that  he  no  lefi  Arc]   Sa- 

Vordi  the*  well  chofen  and  fignifi-  tan  had  own^d  ju^  before,   ver. 

adve  enough,  yet  of  jingUng  and  642.  that  they  had  been  deceiv^d[ 

npleafant  found,    and   like  mar-  by  God*s  concealing  his  ftrength ; 

biMS  between  perfons   too   near  He  now  fays,   He  alfo  (hall  find 

f  kin,  to  be  avoided.           Hume,  himfelf  miftaken  in  his  turn ;  He 

kind  of  jingle  was  undoubted*  fhall  find  our  canning  foch  as  that 

tho* 


^  ' 
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There  went  a  £une  in  Heav'n  that  he  tt^^loag 
Intended  to  create^  and  therein  (]^t 
A  generation,  whom  iiis  choice  regard- ^' 

y 

Should  favor  equal  to  the  fims  of  Heiten : 
Thither,  if  but  to  pry,  fhall  be  perhaps  i 

Our  firft  eruption,  thither  or  elfewhere : 
For  this  infernal  pit  fhall  never  hold 
Celeftial  Spi'rits  in  bondage,  nor  th'  abjrTs 
Long  under  darknefi  coVer.    But  thefe  thoughts 
Full  counfel  mufl:  mature :  Peace  is  defpair'd,     t 
For  who  can  think  fubmiffion  ?  War  then.  War 
Open  or  underflood  muft  be  refolv'd. 

tho*  we  hare  been  overpowerM,  diers,  when  they  applauded  a  fy 

we  are  not  more  than  half  fabdued.  of  their  general,  was  to  ftdls.l 

Eichardfon,  ihxelds  with  their  fwonh.     Bn 

662.  underftood]  Not  exprefs'd,  ^nd  the  epithet  graj^  \cUi 

not  openly  dedar'd.  and  yet  im-  ^«''  determms  the  cxprcffioi 

nly*d/as  when  we  iky  that  a  fub-  mean/war4(f  only,  which  wm : 

Umit  or  verb  is  underfi^od  in  a  ken  of  a  little  before,  ver.  6g 

669.  Hurhng  difidme  tmM^mA 
ii/ln^  •—  drawn  from  tbt  tht^s]  It  <vault  rf  HfafonJ]  Dr.  Bi 

may  be  obferved  here  that  Milton,  ley  reads  the  walls  o/Hgmvm^  fi 
to  Keep  up  the  dignity  of  langoa^y  ven  the  habitadon  of'God  1 
has  poipolely  avoided  the  tnte  Angels  being  never  deferiiiii 
phrafe  ib^awn  from  the  fibsy  and  'vauhcdi  and  Dr.  Peaioe  wgfn 
adopted  the  Greek  way  m  expref-  the  emendation ;  and  wichcmtds 
£lig  it.  Thus  Homer,  Iliad.  1. 190.  the  *waJi  or  walls  of  HeaivcB  i 

•- ^W-    Tty"-  ./ »^  unScrihuKl  J«  all 

6^.  — —  ^^  Sy^l^  arms']  The  our  vifiblc  Heaven,  whida  it  d 

kndwa  cotaa  m  m  Roman  M*  defcribcd  as  vauhod,  tke  Ijphnrf 
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He  fpake :  and  to  confirm  his  words,  out-flew 
Vlillions  of  flaming  fwords,  drawn  from  the  thighs 
3f  mighty  Cherubim  j  the  fudden  blaze  (f6g 

TAi  round  iUumin'd  Hdl:  highly  they  rag'd 
\gainft  the  High'cft,  and  fierce  with  grafpcd  arms 
l^aih'd  on  thcic  founding  Ihields  the  din  of  war, 
Stirling  defiance  tow'ard  the- vault  of  Heaven, 

There  Hood  a  hiU  not  far,  whofe  griily  top       ^y<^ 
Jelch'd  fire  and  rolling  fraokcj^the  reft  entire 
(hone  with  a  glolTy  fcurf,  undpubted  fign 
ElKit  in  his  yfqa^i  vfsfi  hid  mc^c  ore, 
FIw  w<»k  of  fulphur.  Thither  wmg'd  with  fpeed 

A 

le  fixed  llan  above  which  God  Vu;^  3[^n  tq  «  Sa|^  £a.  VII. 

}d  Angela  inhabit  ?     Hurling  dc-  490. 

^ice  toward  the  •L'if^le  Heaven  is  j^  mum,  patians,  mtmSmqae  li- 

I  cfefl  hurling  defiance  toward  iuSatiaSi, 

c  irvifthlt  Heaven,  the  feat  of 

«d  and  AngeU.  bat  afterwaids    Afcoidus    wounda 

671.  Bihb'd]  So  Virgil,  JEa.  III.  him,  ver,  499. 

r6.  fays /raSfl-r,  of  jEaia,  from  Pmu?  «fw«*  foniM,  perquc  iUa     * 

rtch,  or  from  mount  Veluvius,  or  '^^jj  arundo: 

B  like,  our  poet  took  the  idea  of 

b  moantajn.  Vh^  makes  ofe  of  the  fame  word 

^•jl.TbatinhiiivDmby   Avery  Mun  in  fpeaking  of  »irolf,  .(En, 

eat  man  was  obferving  one  day  XI.  809. 

ittle  inaccuracy  of  expreihoa  in  ^  ^j„(  jj^ 

s  poet's  making  this  mountain  a  0^,^10  nftoi*  hnn 

rfco  and  a  male  perfon,  and  at  -1-ciiaiiqnciK.wtoi* 

sftnie  time  attributing  a  W  to  Sobjecil  Mvitantem  .»»,  fyl»^ 

And  perhap*  it  would  have  ^owi^vit 

BB  better  if  he  had  written  tii  ^     ' 

nt  i  but  iMimb  ii  uTed  in  ai  larg«  674.  Th  wvi  tffilk^r'\  f  OT  < 

ca(«iuUt«  I4U1L  a/cnt/,  wMcb  WPaik  v%  frivoMt«  mpft  9f 


A,  naawoM  brigad  biflcB'^:  iMAn  tiltd»  '^  <) 
Of  piaaecn4Rthifa4;  udfictuiaiai'd  - :  ,y| 
Foranu the rajnl cai%k  totKadiiLfidlifr'....'  ^^ 
Or  caft  a  tampatb. .  Mairimn  ted  tfacB  ati-  t: 
Mammm,  tbBleaft«n£l)cdSpi'ritthatfiU  V 
FnimHcaT'n,&>r  e'en  inHear'n  bisloaks  *■■■*  ftMwigifc 
Were  alwayi  downward  bent,  admiring  more.  M 
The  tidwa  of  Heav'u'a  pamment,  trodden  gol^  •' 

Than  oa^  diTioe  or  holy  eUe  ccjoy'd -"* 

In  vifion  beatific ;  by  llim  firft  ^  ! 

Men  alio,  and  by  hi<  fuggeftion  taught,  il 

Sanlack' 


Mm  dr  priadplcii  frw/    Some  look  spon.J 

ttie  bdu  «c  BBlaUic  asllieGodorticha,  aadJk 

nuttter;  lad  falpknT  M  tk»  binda  i,  iccoidiBg^v  made  s  fm 

or  ccmait,  wbic^  Jiaei  the  fluid  out  poet,  and  wu  b  }if  i 

■nerciu;  iiua  ■  ooboent  loalleable  hthn  his.  whole  defelf  ~ 

tnaTi.     See  Chamben'i  Did.  of  M ud  hii  cave  < 

And  lb  Jokalbn  ia  die  leeau  to  bare  bad  bii  q»  ^ 

,AA3.»C3.  ftmalplacei. 


Uiana  to  fulphur,  i 
'  «het. 


61a.  n<rU<,<BiaoV<| 


Wbo  are  tbe  paienli  of  all  otber  mer  ^Maks  of  the  . 

jnetala.  |ira«w,  aaifitmHoT 

678.M— -ITbiaa^bS,-  g'^tSiS;  fai 

^^tl^M^r.,^  faibedKTjIii  tM.xai 

mJtHwrlikmfimli^lkUiim-       684.  — dtlitoj  ' 

'  •«,/»^<«M,LdnXVI.9.       Ifei  <i!b  -ml  t,  tU  * 

aa4  ver,  11.    4^^  imvt  ml  bttn  tnA,'\   Or.  BeMH 

'/W^M  *i«aar^4AMuMM0M«,  tbe  foet  afln*  u  Mm  caai 

•dr-wU  man*  »  jior  •>)>  tie  and  M  /^;#>«  <MA  1 


LOST. 

■  I 

ick'd  the  mBtety  wtd  ytnA  iii^iioqs'luBBdt 
1  die  botrdvef  their  ttiadier  eardi 
reafiiits. better  bid.  ^  Sdtki  had  his  Cfcw 

m 

I'd  into'the  hill  a  j^hSoto  v^^ 
digg'd  out  ribe  of  gdd/ ]>t  mine  admire  ' 
riches  grow ioHeU;  that ibil  may beffi  •' 
rve  the  precioos  bane.  And  here  ktlhtdc 
»  boaft  in  mortal  things^  and  wond'iiag  tdl 
Eabel^  and  the  works  of  Memphianlqpigfl^ 

1  how  their  greateft  monoments  of  fiune^ 
ffarength  and  art  are  eafily  oat-done 


-^i 


690 


695 


By 


le  tune  dibg.  This  obfer* 
lias  t&e  appearance  of  ac- 
Bot  Milton  is  exa6t^  and 
t  in  a  beaatifol  manner  to  a 
idoos  opinion,  generallx  be- 
ankongft  die  minen :  That 
are  a  fort  of  Devils  which 


— Itnm  eft  in  Tilcera  terrse^ 
Qgafaite  reoon^Bderaty  Stygiifiiiie 
admoverat  ambrit^ 
ooet. 
U7.Met.I.  tjS^&rr. 

JaUnMm 


ft  mach  m  minerals,  where  HoT.  Od.  HI.  m.  40. 

ype  Oeqnendy  fcen  to  bufy  ^^ 

npfey  diem&lves  in  all  die  Aurum  irrepertum,  et  fie  ndite 

ions  of  the  workmen ;  diejr  fitum. 

ig»  cleanfe,  melt,  and  fcpa-       69+. 'anJ  tiefvarh  of  Um-^ 

leme^.    SeeG.  Agriopla  flntm  ifVmJ  He  feema  to 

HMumdbus  fubterraneis.    So  allude  particnlany  to  the  famous 

MSion    pocdcally   fuppofes  Pyramids  of  Egjrpt,  which  were 

iM  and  hb  clan  to  have  taught  near  Memphis. 

Barbara  Pyramidosn  fileat  mines* 
la  Memj^is.    Mart 


OS  of  earth  by  example  and 
■     '  slfas 


adinftra6Uon,  aswelfaspre- 
Dd  mental  faggeftion. 

wrUtvmlOn9 

'.  JOflei  tbi  hwds  tf  their 

tker  €ariU\ 
•  L.  I. 


695.  Lettmbtnuthnr  ffttti^wm* 

mtpuntj  of  f$m$t 
Aniftrength  mdart  te.  ]    Th» 
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By  Spirits  reprobate,  and  in  an  hour 
What  in  an  agp  they  with  inceflant  toil 
And  hands  innumerable  ibarce  perform. 
Nigh  on  the  plain  in  many  cells  prepared. 
That  underneath  had  veins  of  liquid  fire 
Sluc'd  from  the  kke,  a  fecond  multitude 
With  wondrous  art  founded  the  maily  ore. 
Severing  each  kind,  and  icumra'd  the  bullion  dra 
A  third  as  foon  had  form'd  within  the  ground 

paflage  has  been  ifufimderftood  bjr  704.  •^-  anifiumwCd  tU 

Dr.  Bendey  and  others.     Stremgtb  drofs :]  Dr.  Bentlqr  fa) 

Sl^  or/  are  not  to  be  conftraed  in  htlBw  drofs  is  a  ftrange  blno 

e  genitive  cafe  with  famet  but  in  pafs  thro'  all  editions :  He  fu 

the   nominative   with   mmmKntts.  that  the  author  gaiKeit|«^/ 

^^JA  then  the  meaning  is  plainly  Jhrnhdlimdrtfi.  fiotl belie 

thosy  Liamhvw  tiur  fftat^mnut"  the  common  readine  may 

moat  of  fornix  ami  how  th^firntffb  fended.   The  word  vuUiom  di 

MMd  art  tart  eafilj  mO^inu  Sec.  figpify  puriffd  ir#»  as  the  '. 

699.  Jnd  hands  Imumerable^  ^V:'  J"'  T  )^'  "^Lv 

TTiereww  360000 men employd  ^.j^^.,^  ^ 

for  near  twenty  yean  upon  one  of  zT^t  ^-YT  ^'    ir  ^^" 

lie  Pyramids/acioiding  to  Diodo.  Tl.^'J^T'Vf'^'^i 

^Siolns,  Lib.  i.ani  Pliny  Lib.  jf  j^T^^^^ 

36.  cap.  12.  ^^^  ^  ^y^  j^^  hdtimtftba 

702.        ''-^^aficondmultihide  fiu.    And  Milton  makes  fa 

■    WtA  vmdnm  art  fimML  tbe  adjeftive  here,  tho'  Gommoi 

maj^on^l  The  firit  band  afuhilantivei  juftas  in  V.  i 

dog  the  metal  out  of  the  mountain,  have  oceam  bria^  and  in  II 

mjeand  multitude  tm  tbi  plain  bard  wrgin  feed.     And  fo  bullii 

b^fmrndedot  ngdted  it;  ixafnmded  may  fignify  the  drofs  that  cm 

it  (hould  be  read  as  in  the  firft  edi-  the  metal,  as  SpenTer  eacpn 

tion,  and  not  found  mc/  as  it  is  in  or  the  drofs  that  fwam  on  d 

die  fabfeqnent  ones ;  founded  fiom  face  of  the  boiling  ore.   Th 

/Mffv»  to  md^  to  caft  metaU  ofthepai&geis  this;  They 
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A  ▼arious  mold,  and  fsom  the  boiling  cells 

By  ftrangc  conveyance  fiilM  each  hollow  nook. 

As  in  an  organ  froni  one  bkft  of  wind 

To  many  a  row  oi  pipes  the  foand-board  breathes. 

Anon  out  of  the  earth  a  fabric  huge  ^lO 

Rofe  like  an  exhalation,  with  the  found 

Of  dulcet  fymphonies  and  voices  fweet. 

Built  like  a  temple,  where  pilafters^  round 

Were  fet,  and  Doric  pillars  overlaid 

With 

or  melted  the  &n  that  was  in  the  712.  Of  dulcet ^phwiies]  This 
mfit  by  jqtiraiing  otfevtrimg  each  word  is  uiied  likewife  by  Shake- 
kind*'  Act  ifl>  the  fu^hur,  earth,  fpear,  Midfummer  Night's  Dream, 
tfr.  Crcua  the  metal;   and  after  Aail. 

^S^lj^i^Ti^y^L^  Uttering  fttch  A/r/f  and  harmo. 
iMsdoaWMfpaftheboilmgorc.  niouahrcidu 

Pearcin 
BalBmdnfiwW^  one  woald  iky  gold*       yi^.^^wbenfilafiers  rotmiScc.} 
droft  or  wer-drofi,  the  drois  which   One  of  thejgreateft  faolts  of  Mil- 
mA  ftobi  the  melted  metal  in  re-   ton  is  his  aff&tation  of  fhowing  his 
fning.  ift    Bicbardftm.  learning  and  knowledge  upon  ever/ 

708.  AitMan  vrgaM  &c.]  This  occafion.  He  could  not  fo  much 
finule  is  as  eatft,  as  it  is  new.  And  as  defcribe  this  ftru^ure  without 
oUenre,  that  our  author  bringing  in  I  know  not  how  many 
f  fetches  his  images  firom  terms  of  architefture,  which  it  will 
more  thm  any  other  Englifli  be  proper  for  the  fake  of  many 
as  he  was  very  fond  of  it,  readers  to  explain.  Tilafiers  rwmd^ 
and  wtt  httfflfelf  a  performer  upon  pillars  jutting  oat  of  the  wall,  oc/rr/ 
she  otgtBk  and  other  inftruments.  Jet^  aid  Doric  fiUars^  pillars  of  the 
(711.  Rrfi  like  €m  exbaiatioitt  ]  Doric  order;  as  their  mufic  was  Ai 
Ihe  fodden  ri£ng  of  Pandemo-  the  D§nan  m^d,  ver.  ^50,  fo  their 
ainn  is  fnppofed,  and  with  great  architefture  was  of  the  Doric  or* 
DPOhsliilil Ji  ^  to  be  a  hint  taken  der;  over/aid  with  gclden  ardn" 
mm  ibme  of  the  moving  fcenes  treeve^  that  part  of  .a  column  above 
and  machines  invented  for  the  ftage  the  capital ;  nvr  did  there  ivant  eor^ 
by' die  famous  Isigo  Jones,  a/V^.  the  uj^ermoft  member  of  the 

O  2  iuta* 
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With  golden  architrave}  nor  did  there  want        715 
Cornice  or  freeze,  with  boffy  fculptores  graven  j 
The  roof  was  fretted  gold.    Not  Babylon, 
Nor  great  Alcairo  fuch  magnificence 
Eqoard  in  all  their  glories,  to  in(brine 
Belus  or  Serapis  their  Gods,  or  feat  720 

Their  kings,  when  Egypt  with  Aflyria  ftrovc 
In  wealth  and  luxury.    Th*  afcending  pile 

Stood  fix'd  her  ftatdy  h%hth,  and  flrait  the  doors 

« 

Opening 

intab]atiureofthec(4u9m»iry9-Me#9  and  thb  latter  the  worfe ;  becaoie 

^at  pairtof  the  ipwhlafuie  of  co-  Alcairo  is  the  modem  musnt  of 

Inmiii  between  ike  architrave  and  Memj^iisy  and  not  ib  fit  to  join 

cdmicc,  fo  denominated  of  the  La-  v/hkA&uorSersifu.Buxiibt/u^ 

dn  fBrygi$  an  imbfoidcKr,  becade  lines  may  poffiblf  be  hahy,  jtt 

it  b  commflnljr  adoRfd  nddi  fcnlp-  that  b  not  authority  fufficient  for 

tures  in  bsffi)  itlievo,  imitating  im-  an  editor  to  rejed  diem  as  ^- 

broidery,  and  therefore  die  poet  rioas. 

adds,  woith  hofy  fad^urti  graoefti  720.  Siius  ^r  Sitifis]  Beba  tfe 

tift  rmf  vDoifrettti  gM^  fiet-work  fon  of  Nimrod»  fecond   \aug  of 

i^   fillets  interwoven   at  parallel  Babylon,   and  the  firft  dam  wior- 

Afiances.    Thb  kind  of  work  has  (hipped  for  a  God,  by.  the"'C3iaI«* 

ttfually  flowers  in  the  fpabes,  and  dseams  ftiled  fiel,   by  the  Pluond* 

muft  letter  much  efpedally   by  cians'Baal.    f «r^  the  fiunei^witk 

lamp-bght»  as  Mr.  Ridiardfon  ob-  Apb  ^the  God  or  the  Egyptians, 

fcrves.  ■                                    Ham. 

717.  NotBalykn,  &c]  It  ra^uft  Dr.  Bendey  objeas,  that  Stems 

beconfefs'd  there  b  fome  weight  has  die  accent  upon  the  firft  fyllable, 

in  Dr.  Bendey*s  objection,  that  in  whereas  he  quotes  authorides  to 

thb  fame  narration  the  audior  had  fhow  that  it  fhould  have  it  upon  the' 

challenged  Babylon  and  Memphb,  fecond,  as  Mardal, 

ver.  604.    Babylon  the  capital  of  ir:^  •  .u—         ^       *«  u    e  -!..•« 

AffvriiWMOTphi.  of  olrfEgypt;  ^*"!!j!f  ""  ^"^  *"*'»  ^"P" 

sma  now  as  ouite  forgctfal  he  re-  ' 

itentes  i^  hi^  md  Jkmn:  andanodierfiomCaIIimacbns.Bet 

Hicre 
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Opening  their  brazen  folds  difcover  wide 
Within,  her  ample  fpaces,  o'er  the  fmooth 
And  level  pavement :  from  the  arched  roof 
Pendent  by  fubtle  magic  many  a  row 
Of  ftarry  lamps  and  blazing  creflets  fed 
With  Naphtha  and  Afphaltus  yielded  light 
As  from  a  flcy.     The  hafty  multitude 
Admiring  entcr'd,  and  the  work  Jbme  praife 
And  fome  the  architect :  his  hand  wU  known 


77 


725 


730 


In 


there  sue  other  authorities,  which 
inay  lerve  to  juilif/  Milton ;  for  we 
revl  in  lyl^^rtiaaiis  Capella,  Tt  St- 
rapai  Ni/as  kc.  and  in  Pntdentiiw 
^  taim  It  Scrifii  Scc.     Piarci. 

725.  Within^  An  adverb  here 
tod  not  a  prcpo£tion :  and  ihere- 
-fore  Milton  put&  a  comma  after  it, 
that  it  may  not  be  join'd  in  con- 
ftmftion  with  ktr  amfU/paro.      So 

Affaia  domus  iahu,  et  atria  longa 
pateicDnt. 

7a;. — ber  eaflij^cei,']  A  beau- 
tifiJ  LatJnifin  this.  So  Seneca  4e- 
fciibiiig  HerCDles'i  defcent  icto 
Hell.  Here.  Fm-.  III.  67}. 
Hinc  ampla  racuia  J^otiv  laxantUT 
loci».     ri)vr. 


How  mnch  (iipentv  ^  thii  to  .due 
in  Virgil  AO.  L  716. 


—  dcpen^t  lychni  laquearibu*  < 

Incenli,  et  noflem  flammis  funt* 

lia  vincunt. 
Fremgitded  roofs  depending  lamp* 

di^tav 
Noftumal  beams,  thatemolate  the 
day.      Dry  den. 

728. and  ttaxing  crijftis  fiJ 

With  Saphtba  end  AJ^ballm]  A 
trtffet  ii  any  great  bkaine  light,  a> 
a  beacon.  Naphtha  is  of  fo  unftuoua 
and  fiery  3  nature,  that  it  kindlei 
at  approaching  the  fire,  or  the  fun- 
beams.  Affhaitm  or  bitumen,  ano- 
ther pitchy  fubllance.  Rithnrd/m. 
And  the  word  crtpt  I  find  ufed  Iike- 
wifc  in  Shakefpear,  1  Hen.  iV. 
Aaill.Glendowerfpcafca, 
——  at  my  nativity 
The  front  of  Heav'n  wai  full  of 

ficrjfhapet. 
Of  bu^mtrijit*, 

7j8.  AV 


O3 


V9 
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In  Heav'n  by  many  a  toi^Ded  <k«dm:e  hi^> 
-*W;here  fcepter'd  Aogels  held  -thek  Tjofideace, 
And  fat  as  princes,  whom  :thc  i^prieBijS  Kiiig 
Exalted  to  fuch  pow'r,  and  gave  to  mlt. 
Each  in  his  hierarchy,  the  orders  bright^ 
Nor  was  his  name  unheard  or  unador'd 
tn  ancient  Greece ;  .and  in  AuiboUn  land 
Men  caird  ^um  Mulciber ;  jand  how  he  £bU 


72S 


74P 
From 


738.  Nor  ivns  bis  name  unbearJScc.'] 
Dr.  Bentlcy  fays,  "  This  is  carc- 
«'  lefiy  cxprdsM.  Wl^  does  he  not 
'*  tell  his  name  in  Greece,  9s  well 
.V  a»hi» Latin  namr?  ^pdMMtir 
*'  was  not  To  conuaoii  a  name  as 
*'  VuUiUL^  I  think  it  is  very  cx- 
a£^  exprefi*^.  Milton  b  here 
iTpeaking  of  a  Devil  exerdiing  the 
founder'^  art :  and  fays  4ie  was  not 
unknown  in  Greece  and  Italy.  The 
poet  has  his  choiqe  of  three  names 
^  tell  ui  whi^  thcfy  gi(U^  him  in 
Ahe.diJic  .world,  Utph^jis,  Vulc^ 
Jtnd  MtdaieTf  the  laft  omy  of  whicjti 
iiflfignii^^  the  oQce  of  ay^ttsirr,  he 
1bl$m  very  judicioufly  chq^  that. 

WarbwrioM. 

.740,         «—  and  haw  be  fill 
Vr§m  Heav'eif  4^0.]  AUnoing  Co 
ihefe  'lines  in  Hoiner^ft  Biad.  I.  590, 

HcTii  yA^  lit  Kou  ctXAor*  «M^f/A€- 
pad  yi^iiAarpi^ 


A/^  KATaJ^iwli 

Once  in  yoar  caofe  I  fdt^  Qiatch- 

le(s  might, 
Huird  headlong  downwnd^  bm 

th*ethereal£eidit. 
Toft  all  the  day  Si  n^  dcda 

round; 

Nor  till  the  fun  defcended,  touched 

tiie  ground : 
Breathlefs  I  fell,  m  giddy  mockxi 

ne  Sinthians  xai^^d  JQKe.<yi  tte 
Lepmi^n  coaft.    feg^ 

Jt  is  worth  obferviQg  how  liBhfa 
lengthens  out  the  time  of  Vnidui*! 
fall.  He  not  only  favs  with  Ho- 
mer, that  it  was  all  day  lon^  tat 
Jice  ace  led  thfiough  the  pacia  cf  ite 
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From  Heav'n,  rficy  fabled,  thrown  by  angry  Jove 
Sheer  o'er  the  cryftal  battlements  j  from  morn 
To  noon  he  fell,  from  noon  to  dewy  CTe> 
A  fumtner's  day ;  and  with  the  fetting  fun 
Dropt  from  the  zenith  Uke  a  falling  ftar,  74^ 

On  Lcmnos  th'  ^'gean  ile :  thus  they  relate. 
Erring ;  for  he  with  this  rebellious  rout 
Fell  long  before;  nor  ought  avail'd  him  now 


T'haM 


"7^.  ' 


i   thU  a/r« 


,,/r^. 


There  u  a  fimilar  pafTage  in  the 
Odyffey,  where  Ulyflei  defcribei 
hii  fleeping  twenty  tour  hoofj  to- 
gether, wd  to  make  the  time  ft£At 
the  longer,  divides  it  into  lilftral 
nmrtj,  ind  pobu  them  out  diftinfU/ 
toui,  Odrir.Vn.z33. 

Bv/tr  ^tmnix*0-r  tw  i«*  »», 
xof  fUtn  tiMf, 

7^.  Om  Lemmi  th'  Agtm  Ut  i  ] 
Di.  Badey  rcadj.  On  Lmautiiat* 
tit  ill,  and  calls  it  z  fuadalou 
&A.  n  write  ^gcam  with  a  wroag 
acccaribi  ^ji«>.  Bat  Miltoo  in 
die  Gme  manner  proiuniice]  tb^^ 
fm,  lor  ^Ak//^  in  %.  6S8.  lad 
■  rmnlifiilliiiiiii'il  IV.  138,  we 
MBd  in  dN  lift  odidoa,  which 
DK.ScMleir  pooMacttintemth- 


And  Fairfax  led  the  way  to  thii 
manner  of  protwnndiig  the  wordf 
or  rather  to  thb  paerical  liberty  1 
for  In  his  tranflation  Of  TdUb^  C.  (. 
St.  60.  he  fays 

0'«  M'fi**  fea  thro'  many  4 
Grcclulhholdi 

and  in  C.  ti.SC.6^ 

Ai  Mgeaii  leas  &c     fame*, 

74S.  —  mr  **ght  ama^d  Urn 
twwJkc]  H(xn.  Iliad.  V.  53. 

'Aa^*  «  M  T«T1  y*  X&'^f^'  ^f 

'O-jfi  ixaCox/af . 
Virg.  ^n.  XS.  843. 
Nee  tifai  detcstz  m  dumt  ctdQifls, 
Profiik. 


04 


7jo.^ 
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Thavc  built  in  Heav'a  high  ttw'js ;  nor  did  hc^'fcapr 
By  alljhis  cngins,  but  was  headlong  fcnt  ^it* 

With  his  indu(h:ious  crew  to  build  in  Hell.        .     *»' 
Mean  while  the  winged  herald  Vy  command:     ^ 
Of  fovran  pow'r,  with  awfixl  ceremony 
And  trupipet's  found,  throughout  the  hoft  prodanK)  ^ 
A  folemn  coiuicU  forthwith  to  be  held  •     JSS 

At  Pandemoniomy  the  high  capital 
Of  Satan  and  his  peers :  their  fummons  called 
From  every  band  and  fquared  regiment 

By 

750.  ]fy  all  bis  umm^']  AnmRe-  for  martiat  exerdfes  xm  tefiH 

nioua  ffentleman  obierv«s  tbat  thb  back.  JUcimnjIm. 

word  in  the  oW  Englifli  was  often        .64.-^  and  at  tie  SMaa^cUf 
fed  for  devices,  wii^  contnvance;  ^^  j  ^-^^^^  frcouoitly  af- 

fo  m  thegjoffajy  to  Chaucer,  and  in  ^^3  ^^^  „^  ^  uncomiMli  iM^.-  ^ 

Ae  Statote  of  Mortmain,  7  Edw.  I.  ^j^^^  ^^  common  ones  wooU  fA 

the  words  ant  alio  quovii  modo.  ^^  ^^^^^  qf  thcvcrfcas  ivrit- 

arte,  vel  w^em^  are^ngl^flid  in  beUcving  I  fuppofe  that  it  added 

our  ftatute  Books,  or  by  any  other  ^^  ^^e  dfgnity  o/his  language.  So 

craft  or  i^.  ^^^  ^^  ^y,  ^^  ^i^^^  ^^^^  i„. 

752.  the  ivinged  beralds]  He  has  ftead  of  the  Smtati^s  chah",    aid 

given  theni  wings  not  only  as  An-  P£:mm  chhvafrj  inflead  of  Pagaa 

gels,  but  to  exprefs  their  ^peed.  chivalry ;  as  before  he  iajd  p£m^ 

Hume,  cr  the  Datm^v^  ver.  353.  when  he 

Hiraldu  fpelt  like  the  French  be-  might  have  faid  the  Rhine  or  Demahe. 

rault^  the  Danifh  berold,  and  the  Spenfer  likewife  ufes  the  words  Sel" 

Spanifli  heralJoj  but  Milton  fpells  dan  and  Ftmim.     See  Fairy  Qntcn^ 

it  harald  after  the  Italian  araldo,  B.  5.  C.  8.  St.  26.  and  other  naces.' 


760.  Though  like  a  cover  dfield^        768.  As  bees  &c.]   An  unitatkNi 

Coverd   here    figniiies    incIosM  ;  of  Homer,  who  compares  the  Gze-  • 

Cbemp  chs  i  the  neld  for  combat,  cians  crouding  to  a  fwann  of  hec%. 

the  lifb.    The  hall  of  Pandcmo-  Iliad.  II.  87.  1 .  ^ 

nion^  one  room  only  is  like  a  field 

HvTi 
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X  or  choice  die  worthieft ;  they  anon 
lundreds  and  with  thoufiinds  trooping  came 
ed :  all  acccfs  was  throng'd,  the  gates        y6 1 
jrchcs  wide,  but  chief  the  fpacious  hall 
>h  like  a  cover'd  field,  where  champions  bold 
ride  in  arm'd,  and  at  the  Soldan's  chair 
the  beft  of  Panim  chivalry  765 

rtal  combat,  or  carreer  with  lance) 
fwarm'd,  both  on  the  ground  and  in  the  air 
i  with  the  hifs  of  railing  wings.    As  bees 

In 


twt*  rntat  mtmruttTtu, 

I  Tcry  well  expre&'d  die 
nfU^m  by  »  eiiffitri,  u 
loM  by  lUfi'rint,  tho'  in 
hii  tnuiflsdoQ  ne  has  by 
cqnd'd  the  beauties  of 
|L 

fne  rocky  clifi  the  Ihep* 

in  heaps  on  heaps  the 
gbecB, 

ind  blacking,  fwana 
BBgAwmi, 
per  mDrmurs  and  ntwt 
lalamui 


DnllEy  they  ^read,  a  eloft  isc- 

body'd  croud. 
And  o'er  th«  t^  de&ends  di« 

living  dood. 

There  are  fuch  findlei  likewUe  In 
Virgjl.  Ma.  I.  430. 

Qnlii  a|)ei  xftate  nori  per  florea 

nira 
'  Ezercet  fub  fole  Ubor ;  cwn  gen^ 

lisadultos 
Educnnt  fotus,  tfe. 

Such  it  their  toil,  and  foch  thetr 

bnfy  vtiiM, 
A*  czercrfe  the  beei  in  flow'ijT 

[dainii 
When  winter  pafi,   and  fummer 

fcarce  bcKun 
Invites  them  rorth  to  labor  in  the 

fun: 
Some  lead  their  youth  abroad,  tiTc. 
Drydcn, 

And 
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In  fpring  time,  when  tho  ibfi  wkh  Taurus  rides. 
Pour  forth  their  pofHitotts  yoodi  about  the  fahne   7^ 
In  clufters;  they  among  freih  dews  and  flowers 
Fly  to  and  fro,  or  on  the  (moothed  plank» 
The  fuburb  of  their  ftraw-built  citadel, 

Jind  agan,  JEn.  VI.  707.  —  9"*  P"»»  tto?i  ducent  a 

mina  reges 
AcTdodmpritb,  ubiape8«ftitc     Ycw  fuo,  Tudetqud  bm  cadi 

ferena  juventns. 

Floribus  iofidunt  variis  f^c.  y^^,  BthtU  m  wmdir  f  kc}  T 

Bot  our  poet  carries  the  fimilitadc  pffagc  in  the  catalogue,  cxpU 
ferther  than  cither  of  his  great  »ng  the  manner  how  Spirits  tm 
nafters,  and  mentions  the  bees  ccm-  form  thcmfelves  by  contraaioiis 
firnng  their  fiatt  affmrs,  as  he  is  inlareement  of  their  dimrnfion^ 
going  to  give  an  account  of  the  introduced  with  great  judgment 
cwfukations  of  die  Derils.  make  way  for  feveral  fupnfiBg  1 

ddents  in  the  fequel  of  uie  foei 

769.  b  Arhg  time,  wbem  the  fin   There  follows  one,  at  die  VC17 1 

nvitt  Tannu  r^/J  of  ^^  ^^  book,  whkh  it  in 

the  French  critics  call 


Candidus  aoratis  apent  cum  cor-   ^^^  ^^  ^^  f^^  ^^  ^^ 
nibus  «mum  ^^^^^  ^f  ^^  ^       y^  ^ 

Taurus.    Georg.l.  217.  In  April,    ^^^y    As  foen  L  thS  infcnul ; 

«"^-    lacebfiniih'd,wearctolddiea 
Dr.  Bendc7  reads  i«  Tmtnts  ridtt,   dtude  and  rabble  of  Spirits  in 
«nd  fays.  Does  Taunu  ride  too,  a   diately  ihrunk  themwlvcs  iM 
conftelladon  fixM?    Yes,   or  elfe    fmall  compafs,   that  tliere  ni 
Ovid  is  wrong  dirouehout  lus  whole   be  room  for  fuch  a  numbeikb 
Fafti,  where  he  delaibes  the  rifing   fembly  in  this  capacious  halL 
and  fetting  of  die  figns  of  the  zo-   it  is  the  poefs  refinement  upon 
diac :  See  what  he  fays  of  the  rifing   dioueht  which  I  moft  admire^ 
of  Taurus,  V.  6ot.  and  our  author    which  is  indeed  very  noble  in 
In  X.  663,  fpeaking  of  the  fix*d   felf.     For  he  tells  us,  that  nocw 
ftars,  fays,    JFhich  of  thtm  rifing   ftaading  the  vulgar,    aino^ 
wthtbifimerfMUtmg^k^    Petuxe.    fallen    Spirits,    contrafied    t 

forais,  thofe  of  the  fiift  rank 
770.   Pmr  firth   their  pefmlmt   dignity  ftill  preferved  thor  aati 
nttth  ahut  the  bivel  dimenfioni.  JM 

Virg,  Georg.  IV.  21.  Monfieur  Voltake  it  CiT  «  difei 

opx 


ib*d  with  balm,  expatiate  and  confer 
ite  affairs.     So  thick  the  aery  croud        ny  e 
and  were  ftraiten'd;  till  the  fignal  given, 
,  wonder !  they  but  now  who  feem'd 
fs  to  furpafs  earth's  giant  fons. 

Now 

h  regard  to  the  contri-  thing  would  not  fit  exaflly  the 
Faiwuxnouum  and  the  meclc-lieroic.  Tlten  1  dare  fay 
ion  of  jHe  DeviU  into  that  aothing  U  to  adapted  to  iliat 
id  poffifal/  more  may  ludicrooi  way  of  writiog,  as  the 
I  him  dian  with  Mj.  Ad-  xnetamorpfaoG;  is  0/  the  Devils  in- 
are  affijm,  fays  he.  that  10  dwarfs.  Sec  his  EUay  on  epic 
ance  of  the  Pandcmo-  poetry,  p.  113,  114.  J  have  been 
I  ha«  been  entirely  dif-  favored  with  a  letter  from  Wtiliam 
tf  by  critics  lilcc  Boi-  Puncombe  Elqi  jaftifyiiig  MiltoD 
V,  ikt-  Thai  feat  built  agaioit  Monfitur  Voltaire's  objec- 
irUnaent   of  the  DeviU    tious.     A;   to  the  conlrivimce  of 

prepofteroui  ;  f;nce  Sa-  Pandemonium,  he  thinks  it  agree- 
fiuanwo'd  them  altoge-  able  to  the  rules  of  deceney  and 
Itarangu'd  diem  juA  Be-  decorum  to  provide  a  laloon  (or 
ample  lield.  The  coun-  iiis  Satajuc  majefty  and  his  mighty 
efljuy;  but  where  it  was  compeen  {the  prt^eny  of  Heaven) 
1,  'twas  very  indifferent,  in  iorne  meafure  adapted  to  the 
vhcn  afterwards  ike  De-  dignity  of  their  charaders ;  and 
ivarfs  to  iill  their  places  the  defcripiion  is  not  inferior  to 
fe,  as  if  it  was  imprafii-  any  thing  in  Homer  or  Virgil  of 
iiiU  a  room  large  enough  ihe  like  kind.  We  may  farther 
1  them  in  their  natural  add,  that  as  Satan  had  his  palace 
I  an  idle  ftory,  which  in  Heaven,  it  was  more  likely  (hat 
ttii  the  maA  cxtravagajit  he  ftonld  bare  one  in  Hell  like- 
4  W  crown  all,  Saas  wil«i  and  at  he  had  before  ha- 
ipfliWdspreferviDKtluir  mgncd  the  fallen  Angek  in  die 
AMm  forms,    WWB  the   op«i  field,  it  was  proper  for  the 

th«  Devili  flirinh  into  wee  of  varis^  at  well  ai  fiir  adier 
kightens  the  ndioile  of  Tcafoni  that  the  council  Otoi^d  be 

O^ttivancc  to  an  mnex-  held  in  PiMdemoaiuni.  Aa  to  the 
legTce.  Methinki  tha  fallen  Anoels  contra  fting  their 
nn  for  diTcerning  what  fliapes  wVSe  dicir  chie&  prcfem4 
ndiculeus    in     an    cpi<    th^r  natural  dimenfioni,  Mr.  Diuu 

to  eicajun  if  cfie  ma*   combe  ebbirvea  with  Mr.  AiU&m, 
that 


H 
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Now  left  than  fmalleft  dwarfs,  in  narrow  room 
Throng  numberlcfs,  like  that  pygmean  race 
Beyond  the  Indian  mount,  or  faery  elves, 
Whofe  midnight  revels  by  a  foreft  fide 
Or  fountain  fome  belated  peafant  fees. 


that  BAilton  had  artfully  prepared  the  hint  till  he  hai  railed  oof 
the  reader  for  this  inadeiit  by  fome  glorious  image  or  icntii 
marking  their  power  to  contrail  or  proper  to  inflame  the  siiad  o. 
inlarge  their  fuoilance;  and  Milton  reaaer»  and  to  give  it  that  M 
feemi  to  have  intended  hereby  to  kind  of  entertainment,  whic 
diftingoifh  and  aggrandize  che  idea  fuiuble  to  the  nature  c^  aa  h 
of  the  chieftains,  and  to  defcribe  poem.  Thofe,  who  are  acqaai 
in  a  more  probable  manner  the  with  Homer's  and  Viigil*s  wi 
nfaaaabetk&  myriads  of  fallen  An-  writing,  cannot  butbeploaftd 

fels  contained  in  oat  capacious  this  kind  of  ibudore  in  Ifii 
all.  If  Milton  had  reprefented  fimilitudes.  I  am  the  mon  l 
the  whole  hoft  in  their  enormous  cular  on  this  head,  becanfi^  i 
fizes,  crouded  in  one  room,  the  rant  readers,  who  ham  lb 
£6lion  would  have  been  more  (hock-  their  ufte  upon  the  qoaaC  -ft 
ing  and  more  unnatural  than  as  it  and  litde  turns  of  wit,  whU^ 
ihuids  at  prefent.  Thele  argn-  fo  much  in  vogue  among  ip 
ments  feem  to  carry  fome  wei^t  poets,  cannot  rdii(h  thefe  bfl| 
with  them,  and  upon  thefe  we  which  are  of  a  mnch  highcc 
muft  reft  Milton*s  defenfe,  and  ture,  and  are  therefore  apt  to 
leave  the  determination  to  the  fure  Milton's  oomparifona  in  iv 
reader.  they  do  not   fee   amr   fuipti 

780.— iSfir  that  pygmean  race  ice.  ]  points  of  likenefi.  Monfieur . 
There  are  alfo  feveral  noble  fimiles  rault  was  «-inan  of  this  vid 
and  allufions  in  the  firft  book  of  relifli,  and  for  that  very  reafon 
Paradife  Loft.  And  here  I  muft  endevorM  to  turn  into  ridicula 
obferve,  that  when  Milton  alludes  veral  of  Homer's  fimilitodes^  id 
either  to  things  or  perfons,  he  ne-  he  calls  cwiparmfim  a  kmuem 
ver  qmts  his  ftmile  till  it  rifes  to  longtaiTi  cvmfarifim.  I  8iall4 
fome  ytxy  great  idea,  which  is  of-  dude  this  paper  on  the  firft  b 
ten  foreign  to  the  occafion  that  of  Milton  with  the  aa^er,  wl 
gave  birth  to  it.  The  refemblance  Monfieur  Boilean  makes  to  1 
does  not,  perhaps,  laft  above  a  line  rault  on  this  occafion.  **  Cmb 
or  twcu  but  the  poet  runs  on  with  ^  rifons,  fiiys  he>  in  odes  and  c 

««  poo 
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Ireams  he  fees,  while  over-head  the  moon 
arhitreis,  and  nearer  to  the  earth  .    785 

eels  her  pale  courie,  they  on  dieir  nttrdijand  daooe 
nt,  with  jocond  mufic  charm  his  ear; 
)nce  with  joy  and  fear  his  heart  rebounds. 

Thus 

• 

nnt,  are  not  intfodaoed  only  Irariety,  thdr  epifodes  Jut  fy  ttsaof 

illnflrate  and  embdlUh  the  flioft  faUes»  and  Aat  fioiks  & 

aourfey  bottdamnfe  and  re^  manjr  Hunt  epifodes i  tavMAyoa 

;  die  mind  of  tbe  reader,  bf  mtj  add,  if  70a jploifi:,  tbat  tneir 

l«ettdjr'(fi&ngago^ hini  from  laetopbon 'axe  io  uanjr'lhenti- 

i  paibral  an  attenaon  to  the  miles.    If  the  reader  confideis  flie 

Ktpal  fubjefly  and  by  leading  compariTons  in  the  firft  book  of 

p  Into  other  agreeable  images.  Milton,  of  the  fan  in  an  edipie^ 

Iner,  &y»he»  excelled  in  this  of  the  deeping  leviadian,    of  ^e 

ticolar,   whofe   comparifona  bees  fwanhing  about  their  hive,  of 

mad  wilSi  fuch  images  of  na-  the  faery  dance»  in  the  view  whiere- 

a  as  are  proper  to  relieve  in  I  have  here  placed  them,  he 

1  divoBAr  hb-  fubiedis.    He  will  eafily  difcover  the  great  beaa* 

idftua^mffi^iAs  the  reader,'  ties  that  are  in  each  of  thofe  paf- 

[   fl&mar"  htm  tzke   notice,  fages.    Addtfon. 

amobjeaswhkhareevery         g  ^ 

Mbelbfe  our  eyes,  of  fuch  or-  6r  ^^^  ^/.«,]  Virg:  JEn.  VL 

nances   as   we  mould  not  •jo 

erwife  hare  obfcrvci"    To  ^>^    , 

ic  adds  as  a  maxim  univcr-  Ant  videt,  ant  vidiffc  patat— 

'"^'^'11^1  'Ik"        785.  Sits  arkitrefi,  ]   Arbitre& 


iSyiirtS^*:;;:^.;; «:  soHar.Epod.v.49. 

ly,  bA  dutt  a  general  refem-  O  rebus  meis 

i|be  is  fafident,  and  that  too  Non  infideles  arhitra 

ek  nicety  in  this  particular  Nox  et  Diana.           H^Un. 

An  of  ;the  rhecondan  and 

jinmunatiiL**    In  fhort,  if  we  78  j.  *—  mid  neartr  to  the  MFfb\ 

into  the  condud  of  Homer,  This  is  faid  in  allufion  to  the  fuper* 

,  and  hiQton,  as  the  great  ftidous  notion  of  witches  and  fac- 

b  the  foul  of  each  poem,  fo  ries  having  great  power  over  the 

ne  Aeir  wcifcs  an  agreeidde  moon. 

var* 
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Thus  iacorporeal>  Spi^rits  to  fmalleft  fbrnrs 
Reduced  their  £h|fpe&  immeafey  and  Were  at  largb,  y^ 
Thoiigb  wkkont  miiiiber  ftill  amidft  the  ball 
Of  that  infernal  court.    BoC  far  within^ 
And  in  their  own  dimeniions  like  themfdves^ 
The'  great  Seraphic  Lords  and  Cherubim 
In  cloie  recefs  and  fecret  conclave  fat 
A  thoufand  Demi-gods  on  golden  feats. 
Frequent  and  full.    After  fhort  filence  then 
And  fummons  read,  the  great  confhTt  began« 

GBininavelcGdop<5fruntdeducere  bable  that  the  poet  naAi 

huam.      Virg.Ed.VlII,69.  here  to  wbatisfeaiy  andi 

«mrk  n-A.-»v.i.^--  a-^-  ^ ^  \y  c^^di  the cwdofve i  fbritiscfen 

^^i^l^r^J  tain  that  he  had  not  a  modi  bcaq 

^nni^^i^^i^L^^ifZ^  ^P^^'^  of  the  one  thai,  of  ftl 

the  fame  expreflbn  in 
'*  The  aflembly  ma/mS 
'^  f«^«/ according  to  foidaioni. 
795.  In  clofe  reeds  and  fecret  con-    his  HiAoiy  of  England  in  the 
ei4ivefia\it  is  not  impro-   of  Bdimd  the  (jOtSttot. 


anliprbpOiij 


Ere  long  toJHmm  at  large. 

iQchardfon. 


The  end  of  the  Ficft  Book. 
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The  confultation  begun^  Satan  debates  whether  a 
ther  battel  be  to  be  hazarded  for  the  recovery 
Heaven :  fome  adviie  it,  others  difliiade :  A  d 

m 

propofal  is  preferred,  mention'd  before  by  Sal 
to  ^arch  the  truth  of  that  prophecy  or  tradil 
in  Ibaven  concerning  another  world,  and  anot 
kind  of  creature  equal  or  not  much  inferior 
themfelves,  about  this  time  to  be  crealed :  H 
doubt  who  {hall  be  fent  on  this  difficult  iom 
Satan  their  chief  undertakes  alone  the 
honor'd  and  applauded.  The  council  tfaiit.j| 
the  reft  betake  them  feveral  ways,  and  Xt£' 
employments,  as  their  inclinations  lead 
entertain  the  time  till  Satan  return.  HepaflSi 
liis  journey  to  Hell  gates,  finds  them  (ha^,' 
who  fat  there  to  guard  them,  by  whom  at 
they  are  open'd,  and  difcover  to  him  tfa» 
gulf  between  Hell  and  Heaven;  with 
culty  he  pafles  through,  direde^^ 
Power  of  that  place,   to  the  fi^  of  ^^ 

J  vMirld  which  he  fought.  '^^    ^^ 

^^'  ■•%.    ■—    •• 


-        r> 
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HIGH  on  a  throne  of  royal  ftate^  which  £ur 
Outlhone  the  wealth  of  Ormus  and  of  Ind, 

Or  where  the  gorge  ^us  eafl  with  richeft  hand 

Show'rs 


I.  High  69  a  tiroMe  Sec]  I  have 
before  obferved  in  general,  that 
die  perfons,  whom  Milton  intro- 
duces into  his  poem,  always  dif* 
cover  fuch  fentiments  and  beha- 
viour, as  are  in  a  peculiar  manner 
conformable  to  their  refpe^ve  cba- 
nfiers.  Every  drcumftance  in  their 
^seeches  and  adions  is  with  great 
jnftnefi  and  delicacy  adapted  to  the 
pcribns  who  fpeak  and  a£l.  As  the 
Met  very  much  excels  in  this  con- 
nency  of  his  charadlers,  I  (hall 
kgl^ve  to  coniider  feveral  paf- 
[bees  of  the  fccond  book  in  this 
|l|pt.  That  fuperior  greatnefs  and 
jMOck-majefiy,  which  is  afcribed  to 
As  prince  of  the  fallen  Angels,  is 
^^  ably  preferved  in  the  begin- 
pmg  of  this  book.  His  opening 
[JBadofiiiffthe  del»te;  his  taking 
himiUf  diat  great  enterprife  at 
Idle  thought  of  which  the  whole  in- 
'  a&mbly  trembled;  his  en- 
the  hideous  phantom, 
the  gates  of  Hell  and 
ired  to  him  m  all  his  terrors, 
inftances  of  that  proud  and 
ring  fliiad,  whkh  could  not  brook 
Vol.  I. 


fubmiffion  even  to  onuupofeRice* 
The  fame  boldnels  and  intre^edity 
of  behaviour  diicovers  itfdf  m  the 
feveral  adventures  which  he  BMett 
with  daring  his  pallage  through  tho 
regions  of  unformed  matter,  and 
particularly  in  hb  addrefs  to  thofe 
tremendous  Powers  who  are  de- 
fcribed  as  prefiding  over  it. 

2.  —  thi  nuealtb  of  Ormus  tad  tf 

Ind,']  That  is  diamonds,  a 
principal  part  of  the  wealth  of  /«- 
Ma  where  they  are  found,  and  of 
the  iland  Ormus  (in  the  Perfiaa 
gulf)  which  is  the  mart  for  them. 

Pearce. 

3.  Or  twheri  the  gorgeous  ea^  Scc.l 
Not  that  Ormus  and /«/ were  in  the 
weft,  but  the  fenfe  is  that  the 
throne  of  Satan  outlhone  diamonds* 
or  pearl  and  gold,  the  choiceft 
whereof  are  produced  in  the  eaft. 
Spenfer  expreiTes  the  fame  thought 
thus.  Fairy  Queen,  B.  3.  C.  4« 
St.  23. 

•^-  that  it  did  pafs 
The  wealth  of  th'  eaft,  and  pomp 
of  Perfian  kings. 
P  And 


■»■  '. 


*- 
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Show'rs  on  her  kings  barbaric  pearl  and  gold^ 
Satan  exalted  fat^  by  merit  rais'd 
To  that  bad  eminence;  and  from  defpair 
Thus  high  uplifted  beyond  hope,  afpires 

Beyond  thus  high,  infatiate  to  purfue 

«. 

Vain  war  with  Heaven,  and  by  fuccefs  untanght 

His  proud  imaginations  thus  difplay'd. 

Pow'rs  and  Dominions,  Deities  of  Heaven, 

For  fince  no  deep  within  her  gulf  can  hold 

Immortal  vigor,  though  opprefs'd  and  fallen, 

1  give  not  Heav'n  for  loft.     From  this  defccnt 

Celeftial  virtues  riling,  will  appear 

More  glorious  and  more  dread  than  from  no  611, 

And  truil  themfelves  to  fear  no  fecond  fate. 

Me 

And  the  eaft  is  faid  to  Jbrw\  them  Rich  pearls  upon  thee. 
moith  richeft  hand  by  an  excellent 

metaphor    to    exprefs    the    great  ^^^  this  pearl  and  g(rfd  is  calbd 

plenty  and   abundance   of   them,  ^arharic  pearl  and  gold^  after  tkt 

and  to  ftiow'r  them  on  her  kings,  manner   of  the  Greeks  and  Ro- 

becaufe  there  the  kings  have  the  mans,  who  accounted  all  odier  Uh 

principal  ihare  of  property ;  or  this  tions  barbarous ;  as  Virgil  £^^  Hfn, 

might  be  faid,  as  Dr.  Pearce  con-  U.  504. 


migh 

edres,  in  allufion  to  the  cuftom 
nsM  at  the  coronation  of  fome 
kiags  in  the  eaft,  of  fliow*ring  gold 
aad  predous  ftones  upon  meir  ^^  -^^^  VIII.  685. 
heads.  And  the  fame  fort  of  me- 
taphor b  ufed  in  Shakefpear,  Ant. 
and  Clcop.  Ad  II. 
lU  fet  thee  in  a  ftiowV  of  gold, 
and  hail 


Barbartco  poftes  «»n9  ipoliifqae  ft- 
perbi. 


Hinc  opi  barbarica  variii^ae  All0<| 

nius  armis 
Vidtor  ab  aurone  populis 


Thjfe^ftjgJ 
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.   Mc  tbodghjoft  right,  and  the  fix'dlawi  of  Hearat 
Did  firft  atatt  jaar  leader,  next  free  j^hoke, 
With  what  bcfido,  in  counfel  or  in  fight,  %o 

Kadi  been  achier'd  of  merit,  yet  ^m  loft 
Thus  jar  at  leaft  reoorar'd,  hath  much  more 
£ftabli(h'd  bi  a  Aft  itnenTied  throne 

.  ^Yielded  with  fiiU  tmifent.     The  happier  ftate 
In  Heav'n,  which  follows  dignity,  might  draw     tjg 
Snvy  from  each  inftrictfj  hot  who  hero 
AVilt  envy  whom  the  higheft  fdace  expofts 
Foremoft  to  {land  againfl:  the  Thund'rer's  aim 
Your  bulwark,  and  condemns  to  greateft  fhare 
Of  endlefe  pain?  where  there  is  then  no  good        30 
For  which  to.ftrive,  no  flrife  can  grow  up  there 

Frota 

Udds)  adepa  ibii  word  into  the  Ita-  leader,    yet  this  ^Ik  huh  mgc^ 

litn  Ungt^e  in  *  description  fimi-  more  eflabliih'd  in  s  life  uneavied 

kr  W  thit,  Ca«.  17.  St.  10.  throoe. 

£  rkto  dl  ««'Win  onwmmto,  "'  -  '^'"''y'^  ^',!Pf  l*  *» 

■  Isl-biw«g«lhlenderfivede.  1!?"^""^  ^^*":^/',^i."'^' 
.                           o~  r  ton   vmta  it  aemtva,    like    (Be 

II.  Ptvin  aid  Damimaiu,']    At  French  acbit/tr,  fioto  whence  itis 

St.  ^m1  Cilli  the  Angeb,  jItmui  deriv'd. 
,     ar    Dtmmma    ar    PnacifaSliti    tr         34.  •'— Tht  btptifr  fiat* 

■  tmutrt,  Co).L  16.  h  Hiav^it,  vibieb  ftUrwi  £gnm 
I  18.  JCr  ibua^b  jufi  rifit,  Itc.  ]  frc.]  He  meant  that  the  hieher  i& 
I  §bk  ri^d)>  i&ced  firil  in  the  Ten-  dignity  ui^  being  wu  in  Heaven, 
I  mm.  King  tbe  emphickal  word  the  happier  his  flate  wu ;  and  thaC 
Land  the  ucu&dve  caie  goreni'd  therefore  inferiors  might  there  emy 
H^  die  tW9  veibt  which  fbUo«,  fuperion,  becaufe  ihey  were  hap- 
^^  lA  mi  tfitilUf'J.    Me  though  piti  too.     PMra. 

pA  rfht  9<  ^  fiift  create  your 
I  f  *  3]  —  ""ft 


« 
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From  &dion;  for  none  fure  will  clame  in  Hdl 

Precedence,  none,  ivhofe  portion  is  fo  fmall 

Of  prefent  pain,  that  with  ambitious  mind 

Will  covet  more.  With  this  advantage  then         3^ 

To  union,  and  firm  &ith,  and  firm  accord. 

More  than  can  be  in  Heav'n,  we  now  return 

To  clame  our  juft  inheritance  of  old, 

Surer  to  profper  than  profperity 

Could  have  affur'd  us  3  and  by  what  befl  way,     40 

Whether  of  open  war  or  covert  guile, 

We  now  debate ;  who  can  advife,  may  fpeak. 

He  ceas'd  $  and  next  him  Moloch,  fcepter'd  king, 

Stood 

33.  — —  MUf,  tuhcji  partiott,  &c.]  fury  which  diflinguifli  this  Spirit 

Here  feems  to  be  lome  obfcurity  from  the  reft  of  the  hllai  Angek 

jmd  difficulty  in  the  fyncax.    Dr.  He  is  defcrib'd  in  the  firft  book,  u 

Bentley  and  Dr.  Heylin  would  read  beiineared  with  the  blood  of  hi- 

and  point  the  psflage  thus :  man  facrifices,  and  delisted  widi 

—for  none  fure  will  clame  in  HcU  ^^  ^^?"  °^  P^^^?  *?^  *f  i?!?     I 

Precedence,  none.  Whofe  portion  p^  children.     In  the  fecond  to* 

is  fo  fmall  "^  ^  marked  out  as  the  nerceft  off'    j 

Of  prefenc  pain,  that  with  ambi-  rit  that  fought  in  Heara :  andtf   / 

gout  mind  ^«  confider  the  figure  he  min    f: 

Hell  covet  more?  in  the  fixth  book,  where  the  bitie!    r 

of  Angels  is  defcribed,  we  fiwl  it   j 

40.  — —  MiJfy  nvhu  hffl  woff  ]  every  way  anfwerablc  to  die  fiuM 

Smoother  and   more   emphatical  furious  enraged  charaacr.    Itatff 

A^  be  worth  while  to  obfem^  fhiC 

—  0md  lywiat  wM  M.  Milton  has  rcprefented  this  vUm 

BeaHcy.  inipetuons  Spirit^  who  is  hiirriea*M 
by  fuch  precipitate  paffions»  as  As. 


poOure  of^afiirs.    AiOMix^^ 

dedaRS 


.^ 
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Stood  np»  the  firoogeft  and  the  fierceft  Spirit 
That  fought:  m  Heav-n,  now  fierce^  by  defpair :   45 
His  traft  :wa8  with  th'  Eternal  to  be  deemed         ^ 

'  Sqiial  in  ftrengdn  and  rather  than  be  left 
Car 'd  not  to  be  at  all;  with  that  care  loft 
Went  all  his  fear:  of  God,  or  Hell,  or  worfe 

^e  rcck'd  not,  md  thefe  words  thereafter  fpake.     gm 

My  fentence  is  for  open  war:  of  wiles, 
BCore  unescpert,  I  boaft  not :  them  let  thofe 
Contrive  who  need,  or  when  they  need,  not  now. 
For  while  they  fit  contrivbg,  (hall  the  reft. 
Millions  that  ftand  in  arms,  and  longing  wait       eg 

dechits  Un&lf  abruptly  for  war.  47.^ —  and  rather  than  hi  Ms 

and  appears  incenred  at  his  com-  Car^dnot  t§  be  at  all}]  Dr.  Bent- 

paaioBi,  for  lofing  fo  much  time  as  ley  reads  He  rather  tiaa  Sec.  be- 

Cfeii  to  ddiberate  apon  it.    All  his  caufe  at  prefent  the  conffan^tion  ia 

ftodmenta  are  rafli,  aodadous  and  amilns  truft  car'dnet  &c.  But  fodi 

defperate.    Such  is  that  of  armine  fmall  faults  are  not  only  to  be  par- 

tlmiiUfCs  witk  their  tortures,  and  don*d  but  orerlook'd  in  great  ^ 

mming  their  ponifliments  upon  him  niufes.  Fabius  VIII.  1.  fays  of  Ci- 

:idit 


them.   His  preferring  cero.  In  vitiom  faepe  incidit  fecurua 

aimihibtfion  to  fhame  or  mifery  is  tarn  parvz  obfervationis :    and  in 

aUb highly  faii;able  to  his  cbara^er;  X.  i.  Neque  id  flatim  legenti  per- 

ai  dw  etrnfert  he  draws  from  their  fuafum  kt  omnia>  quae  magni  aiac- 

diftoibin^  die  peace  of  Heaven,  tores  dixerint,  efle  perfe^  1  nam 

tkat  if  la  be  not  vi^ry  it  is  re-  et  labuntur  aliquando,  et  onerice- 

.vme»  -ia  «  fientiment  txvly  diabo-  dunt  &rr.      Pearce. 
BcflC  ^and  becpmine  the  mttemefs        50.  He  recked  not,']  He  made  no 

.  of  Ab  implyaMc  Spirit,    Addifin.  account  of.     To  reck  much  the 

[fame  as  to  reckon.  AndJ^e  theri" 

|.     4lf.»''''^^Jcefter^dk$ng,'\  As  Ho-  e^er,  that  is  accordingly,  as  one 

li^wr   ihyt  Xm^^vJC®"  |34^MfVf  •  who  madb  no  account  of  God  or 

^liiad»L,979^  Hell  or  any  thing. 
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The  fignal  to  afcend,  fit  lingering  here 

Heav'n's  fugitives^  and  &x  their  dwelling  plac« 

Accept  this  dark  opprobrious  den  of  fliame> 

The  prifon  of  his  tyranny  who  reigns 

By  our  delay  ?  no,  let  us  rather  choofe,  6q 

Arm'd  with  Hell  flames  and  fury,  all  at  once 

O'er  Hcav'n's  high  tow'rs  to  force  refiftlefs  way. 

Turning  our  tortures  into  horrid  arms 

Againft  the  torturer;  when  to  meet  the  noifc 

Of  his  almighty  engin  he  (hall  hear  65 

Infernal  thunder,  and  for  lightning  fee 
Black  fire  and  horror  fliot  with  equal  rage 
.Among  his  Angels,  and  his  throne  itfelf 
Mix'd  with  Tartarean  fulphur,  and  ftrangc  fire. 
His  own  invented  torments.     But  perhaps  70 

The  way  feems  difficult  and  fleep  to  fcale 
With  upright  wing  againfl  a  higher  foe. 

Let 

* 

56.  '^Jtt  lifig^ritig  here]  Dr.  Bent-  were  repentant ;  for  a  litdc  befbre 

ley  reads  y/^y  Ungrlng  bere^    be-  it  is  faid  that  they  frofiratt  fJL 

caufc  we  have  hthrcftandin  arms:  That  Jit  is  right  here,  may  appear 

but  ftand  docs  not  always  fignify  from  ver.  164.  420,475.     Feeartu 

the  pofture ;  fee  an  inllancc  of  this  Sit  lingering  to  znCwcrfit  ewttrroing 

in  John  I.  26.   liOfiand  in  arms  is  before.     While  they  fit  contriviD& 

no  more  than  to  be  in  arms.     So  in  (hall  the  reft  fit  lingering  ? 
XI.  I .  it  is  faid  of  Adam  and  Eve  j 

that   they  ft99d  repetUant,    that  13      69.  Mix'J'witb  Tartarean filfhwr^  | 

4 
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ch  bethink  them,  if  the  fleepy  drench 
It  forgetful  lake  benumm  not  ftill, 
in  our  proper  motion  we  afcend  75, 

our  native  feat :  defcent  and  fall 
is  adverfe.    Who  but  felt  of  late, 
I  the  fierce  foe  hung  on  our  broken  rear 
ing,  and  purfued  us  through  the  deep, 
what  compuliion  and  laborious  flight  Sa 

ink  thus  low?  Th'afcent  is  eafy  then; 
-ent  is  fear'di  iliould  we  again  provoke 
tronger,  fomc  worfe  way  his  wrath  may  find 
IT  deftruiaioni  if  there  be  in  BeHX 
to  be  worfe  deftroy'd:  what  can  be  wwfe    $|    - 
to  dwell  here,  driv'o  out  fi-om  bill;,  condemn'^ 
8  abhorred  deep  to  utter  woe ; 
:e  pain  of  unextingui(hable  fire 
cxercife  us  without  hope  of  end 

The 

Ipifies  //r</  tuiib ;  it  ii  ap  die  wwd  like  A*  Litin  tiiir- 
■a  of  what  Vir^  &ys  in  at,  which  fignifiea  to  vex  tad 
L  ^^■J.  trouble  u  weU  u  to  ^tSdce  and 

tm^oy:   u  in  Vtrg.  Georg.  IV. 
mm  ioMrior  gonitt  mile-   4^3. 
qnetaniulOi 
'•r.  Pcaice.  Non  te  nulUu  ixtrcnt  numiiui 

in«. 
Jl&j?  atrclA  w  ]  Hp  Bfi»  '      _ 

■      '4  .   .Mh0. 
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^  ^ 


Tbo  vaSBds dSim  aofger,  wheiKtbe ftoargc         o# 
Inexorably,  and  tiie  ttrtoring  hoar ' 
Gallsnstofienaiioer  Moredefboy'dtiiantinit-   -  '*« 
We  fhodd  be  quite  abolifhV^Md  expire. 
What  fear  we  then?  what  doubt  we  to  incenlb':    'iT 
His  utmoft  ire?  which  to  the  highdi  enn^'d,  '*>'  9Jf 
Will  either  qtkite  oxiftime  U9,  and  reduce    ^  * 
To  nothing  this  eflential,  happier  hr  "^ 

Than  miierable  to  have  eternal  being :  ' 

Or  if  our  fubftance  be  indeed  divine. 

And 


^.ThivaJUi9/i^sMiigity]The  At  fconm  inenmUs  or  a 

,.^    Devik  are  Afi  'uaffds  of  theAl-  orabljrcalb.  ^ 

-  an^g^kty,  thence  Maininon  ra3r8»  11.        92.  Calls  us  to  pimme$f\  T«y»> 

m"*  S5s»  Omrfitut  ^filmMdvaJpdagt,  nUhment.^    Our  poet  hmfnMfiie 

And  thi  «N^Sw  9f  angir  is  an  ex*  the  fufieiings  of  die  danmcd^i^ 

mreiffion  amnrm^d  by  Spenfer  in  his  not  to  be  always  alike  int^fifiL  bm 

fiMTv  tf  the  Miffist  that  they  have  fome  intermifliofli. 

Ah,  wretched  wod4  «ndall  that       ^^  ^^__  jLw-^^A:^''^ 

ared^erem,    ^         ^       ^        ««•  mferahk  trLuTa^ 

flaves  of  fin.        .  ^^  y^  ^^  ^^  ^  etenudly  odt 

ButVct  when  I  remember  St.  Paul's  '*^^'  T,t5*'T*HjlJ5!!^^ 
'    <w!kds,^  Rom-lX,  2a.  TAr  a;.ir,/^  ,/  5;^<J»  Matth.  XXVI.  24.  Mrt 

iryw,  I  fiifpcd  that  MUton  here,  .    *5^— ^^f'^ 

liipLp^Sfi^  cjofe  to  the  "^^cworft condition 

Scnpiiie  ftUe,  auwl  leave  it  to  th^  •    *  if/7x   ^^'^/^.U  IV 

rea&^t  choice  ^sM  or  nnjfils.  »  ^Jdhjfati,  is  he  dl^wh^N 

Bratiev.  ^^P'^^  *^  •!•  I53* 

91..  iSMffifwi^]  Inthefirftedi-  it  To  Ufs  tbwt  God.    Foritwn^ 

liAW  It  fa-  hext^iU^  in  others  iSi-  gfrpiu  to  the  Angeb;  ^  •  .i'  AM%ui 

itb:  and  it  majr  be  cither.  This  emendation  appean-fa^fiD- 

tibb 


weourljki 


w 


K 
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cannot  ceaSc  to  be,  we  are  at  worft  loo 

his  fide  nothingi  and  by  proof  we  feel 

pow'r  fufficbnt  to  difturb  his  Heaven^ 

with  perpetual  inroads  to  alarm» 

igh  inaocefiible,  his  &tal  throne : 

ch  if  not  vidxiry  is  yet  revenge.  105 

e  ended  frowning,  and  his  look  denounced 

'rate  revenge,  and  battel  dangerous 

:fs  than  Gods.    On  th'  other  fide  up  roib 

I,  in  ad;  more  graceful  aqd  Jmpiane  j 


itfirftmw:  but  the  Angels  and  dierefore  the  prefent  reading 
I  often  called  Goifj,  yet  fome-   To  lefi  than  Gods  may  be  joftify'd. 
m  Onljr  comparM  or  faid  to        109.  BeUaly  immS  mon  n-actfid 
A$Goist  9S  in  I.  570.  andhuMmu\\   Belial  10  de- 

.  vXTi^M  .«^  a^^.^  >.     r  fcribed  in  the  firft  book  as  the  idol 
r  vifigea  and  ftature  as  of  of  the  lewd  and  luxurious.    He  is 

in  the  fecond  book,  porfuant  to 
die  two  chief,  Michael  and  ^^^  defcription,  charaftcrized  as 
it  is  &]d  VI.  301,  that  timorous  and  flothful ;   and  if  we 

•,»  M^  ,    f     ^\,  ^^^  i"^®  ^^  ^*^^  book,  we  find 

Shft  Gods  thtyfam  d:  \^^  celebrated  in  the   battel   of 

•  two  others  we  read,  VI.   ^"^Mk  °?F^°g  ^"' ^^'  ^"c^^- 

fing  fpelth  which  he  makes  to  Sa- 

tan,  on  their  fuppofed  advantage 
potent  Thrones,  that  to  be  over  the  enemy.  As  his  appear- 
^  ibmm  Gods  ance  is  uniform  and  of  a  piece  in 

lift'd;  thcfe  three  feveral  views,  we  find 

aoodier  place  a  manifeft  di-  ^  ^^^^  «  *e  infernal  af- 

Di.mad/betweenGod.and  I?S,rS^  T^lTf  ^L^ 

,  _  JlT-^ii  J  i>^_»  r>^A      his  character.     Such  are  his  appre- 

^who  aie  caUed  Dcm.-God5,  ^^^  ^  ^  f^^^^  battelf  his 

*'  horrors  of  annihilation,  his  prefer- 

I  be  Godsy  or  Angels  Depii-  ring  to  be  miferable  rather  than 
ods:  nottoii.    I  need  not  ob&rrc,  that 

the 
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A  &irer  perfon  loft  not  Heav'a^  he  Coem'd        i^ 

For  digni^  cotnpos'd  and  high  ezploitc  .  .,  t 

But  all  was  £Uie  and  hollow ;  though  his  eongitte  ( 
*Dropt  Manna,  and  could  make  the  wcrfe  app«ar  iM 
The  better  reafon,  to  perplex  and  dafb  f 

Matureft  counfels:  for  his  thoughts  were  lowf    xif : 
To  vice  induftrious,  but  to  nobler  deeds 
Timorous  and  flothful:  yet  he  pleas'd  the  car,        j ! 
And  with  perfuafive  accent  thus  began. 

I  ihould  be  much  for  open  war,  O  Peer^ 
As  not  behind  in  hate;  if  what  was  ui^'d  129 

Main  reafon  to  perfuade  immediate  war, 
i..*7iDid  not  difliiadc  me  moft,  and  fcem  to  caft 
Ominous  conjefture  on  the  whole  fuccefs: 
When  he  who  moft  excels  in  fadl  of  arms. 
In  what  he  counfels  and  In  what  excels  125; 

Miftmftfiil. 

Ibe    CflDtraft    of  thonKh^o  this  11;.  DrM  Maanm,']    TIwfiNH 

f^cech,  and  ibst  which  precedes,  exprefiioD,  but  apply'd  diffeif^^ 

BIVC3  an  agreeable  variecy  K  the  in  Shajccfpear.     MerchatU  of  \> 

debate.                                 M^/m.  nice,  AflV. 

The  fine  cootralt,  which  Mr.  Ad- 

difon  obfen-cs  there  is  betwixt  the  Fsir  ladiea,  yoo  Jn^  Manah^ 

chancers  of  Moloch  and  Bdial,  way 

might  probably  be  lirft  fugscfted  to  Of  flarvcd  people. 

ODT  poet  bv  a  contrafi  of  the  fains 

kind  becwm  Argantes  and  Aletei  1 1 3.  —  end  eiuld  attit  fit  mmfi 

to  the  lecood  Canto  of  TtSHi  Je<  tffrtir 

n&le«k   f^,  '  fit  iattr  f»^,]  Wotdfetyt 


Mea  .  pAr&oi|»s  lost.         ^ 

Bllniftful,  groatt||]£>conrage  en  d^palc 

nd  utter  diflblotlMi,  u  die  fcope 

If  aD  his  aim,  afto-  ibme  dire  reveoge. 

^wlHCnfinge?  thetow'n(^HeaT'nanfiU*d   ' 

ndi  anned  watch,  that  render  all  acods  130 

a|Hegnabtt)  ofr  oa  the  bwd'ring  deep 

icamp  their  l^ioas,  or  with  At^cure  wing 

x>ut  fir  and  wide  into  the  realm  of  lught, 

xjming  iarpfiie.    Or  eoiiid  we  break  our  way 

J  £x^  flnd  at  oar  heels  all  Hell  fhould  rile       23^ 

nth  blackeft  infurrc^on,  to  confound 

leav'n's  purcft  light,  yet  wir  great  enemy 

l11  inc(»Tuptibte  would  on  his  throne 

it  unpolluted,  and  th*  ethereal  mold 

Qcapable  of  ftain  would  foon  expel  X40 

ier  nufchief,  and  pu^  off  die  baier  fire 

,  Viiaorious, 

tk  Aa  fcrnwa-prafcSon  of  the  Or  poffiblr  the  auhor  might  have 
nipt  Sofibifti,  Tar  f''^"  ""*  given  it  m  foBt  rf  armi,  fiich  cc- 
^«  KfMi'lM  «oi«fr.  Bcadejr.    ron  of  the  prdiodng  very  con- 

Mi.~imfaScfmrwu,}Til.fitJ-  ' 

Ifcp  it  i»  from  the  Italian  f«/»        j.g  •nttUm^rthmt 

|«wabutelt  oreUe  we  (houU  st  „p*UMt,^-\    Tii  a  reply  t« 

^\mfi4tff^m,iia.yv.  thaiputof Molid.'ifpeech,wher« 

17-  hekadthrcacen'dromixthf '*-    "le 

'-    ■■■  -  widi^ft  a/ «>w  k&lf  of  GadwitiiiiiftrDalJiiljihia; 

hv  otker  Old  of  iksv^  A*  «B4&ni>(efin. 

151.  Dfomd 


Il 
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V- 

Vidorious.    Thus  rcpuls'd,  tfur^fiftal  hopt  'T  : 

Is  flat  dcfpair  :  we  muft  cxafperate  .  f, 

r'         Th' almighty  vi&oc  to  fpend  all  his  rage,  M 

*  And  that  muft  end  us,  that  waA  be  our  cure,  Ul 

To  be  no  more ;  fad  cure ;  for  who  would  kifc,  ^r 

Though  full  of  pain,  this  intelletfhial  bein^  // 

Thofe  thoughts  that  wander  through  etcnu^.  •.,;  j' 

*'■  ^      To  peri{h  rather,  fwallow'd  up  and  loft  "  // 

In  the  wide  womb  of  uncreated  night,  i^ 

Devoid  of  fenfc  and  motion  ?  and  who  knows,  f 

Let  this  be  good,  whether  our  angry  foe  -, 

Can  give  it,  or  will  ever?  how  he  can  .  i 

kT  -  *  '^  doubtfiil  J  that  he  never  will  is  fure.  ,■  v^ 

Will  he,  fo  wife,  let  loofe  at  once  his  ire,  ,  ijj| 

Belike  through  impotence,  or  unaware,  :.,  n 

To  give  his  enemies  their  wifh,  fuul  end  u{S 


;i.  Ji^imi efftnfia»i  mt'tiiK7\    all  mc/i'mf,  not  only  orkHdwM' 
Bentley  reai  Drvmi  tf  Jh  -    •  -     ■  •         -..-.--.- 
«»/    »3i0n :    but    tMliaH    ioclLid 


Dr.  Bentlcy  reai  Dtvnd  tf  ftnft    leftual  but  of  all  viul  fitnaiwt/) 


aBiim.    Mr.  Warbuton  is  of  opi-  156. -^— in^/^wr,]    Tb-kH 

nioii,  and  fo  likewiTe  it  the  leanied  meant  for  the  oppofit  to  wSiKU, 

Mr.  UpiOD  io  his  Critical  Obrerva-  asd  is  ufed  ffequently  by  theijih 

tioiu    upon    SbakcTpear,    thai    it  authors  to  Scfify  a  wsakMb-' 

thoMhcnti.  DrvBiJ  tffnfi  mJ  miod,    an  unfieddineli  m -tlw  SP* 

wim :    boC  the  common  reading  vemment  of  our  paffioiu,  atiin 

tcetht  better,  m  it  is  ftrongerand  conduit  of  our  defigns. '  tejAJi 

exprcffes  more ;  they  fliouldbe  de-  fenfe  Cicero  in  Epift,  ad  FaatiW^ 


|>nr'4  not  only  of  all  /ai/i  but  of  fa/s  Vl&oiia  ferodoru  iitfO^ 


IPDoklL      PARADISE  LOST.  io» 

Them  in  his  anger,  whom  his  anger  faves 

To  puni/h  endlefe?  Wherefore  ceafe  we  then  ? 

Say  they  who  counfel  war,  we  are  decreed,         i6o 

Rtlerv'd,  and  deftin'd  to  eternal  woe; 

Whatever  doing,  what  can  we  fufFer  more,  i , 

What  can  we  fufFcr  worfc?  Is  this  then  worft.       . 

Thus  fitting,  thus  confulting,  thus  in  arms? 

What  when  we  fled  amain,  purfucd  and  ftruck  i6c 

With  Heav'n's  afilifting  thunder,  and  befought 

The  deep  to  fiielter  us?  this  Hell  then  feem'd 

\  refiige  fi"om  thofe  wounds :  or  when  we  lay 

Ihain'd  on  the  burning  lake  ?  that  Aire  was  woric. 

Vhat  if  the  breath  that  kindled  thofe  grim  fires,  170 

kwak'd  fhoold  blow  them  into  fev'nfbld  {age,  4 

Jid  plunge  as  in  the  flames  itor  from  above 

bould  intermitted  vengeance  arm  again 

?'  •  Ifii    ' 

farTeddidk.  mtd  in  Tnfc.  DiTp.  been  in  a  worCe  condition   t£;— 

.S5.  we  read  Jmpttimlia  di£to-  169.    that  f art  tuai    •wvrfi;   and 

mctbdoiaffl;  hence  wc  often  might  be  (o  again  i-;o—iB6.  lUi 

Kt  infli  imft*M  animi,  ine,  do-  ivaaU  ht  ivor/i. 
it  ffr.   ud  Horace  in  Od.  I.        170.    fF'iai  !f  the  hrtatb  that 
OCVn.  10.   bu  Qoidlibet  imf-  kinilii  thoft jrim  firii,'\ 

V^cran.       riartt.  If.  XXX.  33.    Tar  fofbtt  h  «rd<Limd 

y^l^itnftrtUBfinuttbtmTfK.^  ef  ehi,    tht  pile  ibernf  ft  firt  end 

U   il   kcre    propofing  idlU  U  rrmb  ■uisod,  tht  Brrath  nf  ill   herd, 

mi  hf  thofe   luht  €^fil  war;  Hit    a   Jlria^    nf  brlm^ont,     deth 

1  th«B  repliet  to  it,  h  ihit  tbtn  kindh  it. 
rflK.  ud  flwws  that  thcf  had 


His  red  right  hand  to  |)Ia^&&?^1»hcit  if' all 
Her  ftorts  were  open'd,  and  AIs  firimniait 
Of  Hell  fliQuld  fpout  her  catomfts  of  fint, 
'   Impendent  horrors,  threatning  hidetMs  fall 
One  day  upon  our  heads  j  while  we  perhapi 
DcfignSng  or  exhorting  glorious  war. 
Caught  in  a  fiery  tempeft  Jhall  be  hurl'd 
Each  on  his  rock  transfix'd,  the  fport  and  prey 
Of  wracking  whirlwinds,  or  for  evCF  funk 
Under  yon  boiling  ocean,  wrapt  in  chains  j 
There  to  converfe  with  everlafting  groans, 
Unrcfpited,  unpiticd,  unrepriev'd, 
y>-      Ages  of  hopelcfs  end?  this  would  be  worfe. 
'     War  therefore,  open  or  conceal'd,  alike 

My 

,             174.  Hu  red  right  I>mJ\  SoHo-  ifc.  CMgJ/Jkmjbty  tmft^pd 

'     tKt   fays  of  Jupiter  ratente  dex-  be  burPJ                           '^f 

Hr«.     But    being   fpolcen  of  Vm-  Each  on  bii  rati  trmufix'i^   Itt 

guoKt,  it  molt  be  brr  right  hand,  as  rowM  of  Vir«^  in  bis  defcridwh 

in  the  next  line  iw/«-».   Bentley.  of  dte  fateofAjuOilMli  A.I1 

There  ia  fomething  pUufible  and  44,  45. 

ingenioMin  this  obfin-adon ;  but  lUum oipirantem ttSiuto pafloW 

bx  hit  fccms  to  have  been  meant  flammai 

G^.,  who  »  nientioD'd  fo  often  in  Turbine  compuit,  fcopolomK  iv 

the  courfe  of  the  debate.  th«  he  g^j^  ^^^^^    HuJT^^ 
might    very    well    be  underftood 

without  bring  nam'di  and  by  Art-        181.     tbt Jftrt  amijrtf. 

Itvti  in  the  next  line,  I  fuppofe.  Of  •urtt^g  ivArihahHltA  Vl# 

are  meant    Htlfi,    as  menuon  it  JSji.  Vi.  ;;.                               '^ 


made  afterwards  of   btr  (ataraSs     _-_t^idi»lBdibriiT«IfIi; 
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My  voice  diffuadcs;  for  what  can  force  or  guile 
With  him,  or  who  deceive  his  mind,  whofe  eye 
<  Views  all  things  at  one  view  ?  he  fromHeav'n'shighdi  J 

^U  thefe  our  motions  vain  fees  and  derides;         >9t«4 
ot  more  almighty  to  refift  our  might 
Than  wife  to  fruflrate  all  our  plots  and  wiles. 
Shall  we  then  live  thus  vile,  the  race  of  Heaven 
Thus  trampled,  thus  expell'd  to  fuffer  here         i«C  1 
Chains  and  thefe  torments  ?  better  thefe  than  worfc       * 
By  my  advice ;  fince  fate  inevitable 
Subdues  us,  and  omnipotent  (^cree, 
The  n&xx's  will.     To  fuffer,  as  to  do, 
Our  ftrength  is  equal/inor  the  law  unjuft  206 

Tiiat  fo  ordains :  this  was  at  firfl  rcfolY'^,  *^ 

'  "  '^ 

18;.   IMr^td,.  lutitiid,  nrr-  ienredtlwt  tHi*  ii  eonftandy  Ritl*    ■ 

^,  pritv'd,\  TJiis  w»y  of  in-  ton's  way,   and  the  true  way  of    • 

Producing  feveral  adjcflivei  begin-  fpelling  higbth,  and   not  as  ajn- 

fibig  wuh  dte  fiuBC  letter  without  nonly  btigbt,  where  what  th6*ku        ,; 

]p^  cequaAkn  ta   very  freqaent  to  do  or  how  k  comos  in  it  is  not 

1*iA  tbc  Gfcek  tngediaiu,  whon  ttSy  to  apprtheod. 
Mr  aohsr  I  fancy  imitated.    What 

ftreog^  and  beauty  it  addi  needs        199.  Tt  fuftr,  iatoM,}  Et  ft' 

Mt  be  likBdoaU     ^bfer.  cere,  «  pati.     So  SccTOla  boifted 

thu  he  WM  a  Roman,  and  knew     • 

'  tgO.^-itfi-fmH/a^H'iUgM  u  well  how  tofaffer  as  toa'h    Ek 

^tktft  iwr  tmtitiu  vaiufiti  wid  facere  et  patl  foitia  Romanum  eft. 

'      -    t]  Alladiug  to  Pfal.  Liv.U.  la.  So  in  Hflrwe,  Od.  IK.  * 

■         "-  ""-■"  "  m™  at  faeere  M     • 


iKiduii  Alladmg  to  Pfal.  Idv.U.n.  So  in  J 

B.4.  AthatJkttlhintltUtaVtn.  XXIV.  43.    ^id* 

faika^h,  AiUrdfi>aUbvotthm  pni. 
iiAHfm.    NoK  let  it  pub  snob* 


sw^fMf 
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i 

If  we  were  wife^  againfl  fo  great  a  foe 
Contending,  and  (b  doubtful  what  might  fidl.  ^ 

I  laugh^  when  thofe  who  at  the  fpear  are  bold 
And  ventrous,  if  that  &il  them,  fhrmk  and  fear     ao^j 
What  yet  they  know  muft  follow,  to  indure 
Exile,  or  ignominy^  or  bonds,  or  pain. 
The  fcntcnce  of  their  conqueror :  this  is  now 
Our  doom ;  which  if  we  can  fuftain  and  bear. 
Our  fupreme  foe  in  time  may  much  remit  210 

His  anger»  and  perhaps  thus  far  remov'd 
Not  mind  us  not  offending,  fatisfy'd 
With  what  is  punifh'd;  whence  thefe  ragbg  fires 
Will  flacken,  if  his  breath  ftir  not  their  flames. 
Our  purer  efTence  then  will  overcome  215 

Their  noxious  vapor,  or  inur'd  not  feel. 

Or  chang'd  at  length,  and  to  the  place  conformed 

In 

S20.  Tits  horror  iviil  grow  fidU^        227.  CouufePd  igmUi  imfo^  Nol^ 

this  darknefs  light ^  Tis  quite  9ttum  am  dtfmtati  as  Cicero  fpcabb 

too  much  as  Dr.  Bentley  fays,  that  but  as  Virgil  igsM/e  othtm.    SOH 

the  darknefs  fhould  turn  into  light:  diis  igaMUs  oii.  Geoig.  IV.  764. 
but  iight^i  I  conceive,   is  an  ad- 

jedive  here  as  well  as  mldi  and       228.  MaiBsim Jhakt.']  MmnmA 

the  meaning  is.  This  darkne^  will  chara&r  is  fo  fauy  drawn  id  dl9 

in  time  become  eafy,  as  this  hor-  firft  book,  that  the  poet  adds  no- 

ror  will  grow  mild ;  or  as  Mr.  Thyer  thing  to  it  in  the  fecond.  We  were 

thinks,  it  is  an  adjedUve  ufed  in  before  told,  that  he  was  the  bk 

the  fame  fenfe  as  when  we  fay  //  who  taught  mankind  to  nnfiNk 

is  a  Ihht  night.    It  is  not  well  ex-  the  earth  for  gold  and  fiiver,  til 

prefs*d,  and  the  worfe  as  it  rimes  that  he  was  the  architeft  of  Pu^. 
with  the  following  line.  dcmonion^ 
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temper  and  in  nature,  will  receive 

miliar  the  fierce  heat,  and  void  of  pain ; 

is  horror  will  grow  mild,  this  darkhcfs  light,     2 ib 

&des  what  hope  the  never-ending  flight 

future  days  may  bring,  what  chance,  what  change 

orth  waiting,  fince  our  prefent  lot  appears 

r  happy  though  but  ill,  for  ill  not  worft^ 

we  procure  not  to  ourfelves  more  woe.         22^ 

Thus  Belial  with  words  cloth'd  in  reafon's  garb 

mnferd  ignoble  eafe,  and  peaceful  floth, 

3t  peace :  and  after  him  thus  Mammon  fpake. 

Either  to  difinthrone  the  king  of  Heaven 

^e  war,  if  war  be  beft,  or  to  regain  230 

or  own  right  loft :  him  to  unthrone  We  then 

lay  hope,  when  everlafting  Fate  ihall  yield 

'0  fickle  Chance,  and  Chaos  judge  the  ftrife : 

The 

tkniaiDy  or  die  infernal  palace,  pavement,  than  on  the  beatific  vi- 

litre  the  eni  Spirits  were  to  meet  ilon !  I  (hall  alfo  leave  the  reader 

leooncil.  His  ipeech  in  this  book  to  judge  how  agreeable  the  foU 

>€^  wiy  foicable  to  fo  depraved  lowing  fentiments  are  to  the  fame 

Idianfter.    How  proper  is  that  character, 
rieffioi^  a  their  l^ing  unable  to  _  ^j^j^  ^       ^^^^^^ 

*^'.W^*^"u^''''''°Tr     Ofdarknefsdowedrcad?    How 
iftiallj  there,  in  the  mouth  of  ^f^.  ^-^^  ^^  j^.r^„ 

vho  while  he  was  m  Heaven,  -^ 

ta  ID  have  had  his  mind  dazlcd  233. — aW  Chaos  judf[e  the  f^nfe :] 

^theOQtward  pomps  and  glo-  Between  the  king  of  Heaven  and 

of  tie  place,  and  to  have  been  us,  not  between  Fate  and  Chance^ 

eiMCBC  cm  the  riches  of  the  as  Dr.  Benciey  fuppofes.       Pearce, 

1%  L.  I.  Q.                            234.  Us 
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The  former  vain  to  hope  argues  as  vain 
The  latter :  for  what  place  can  he  for  us 
Within  Heaven's  bound,  unlefe  Heav'n'sLord  fup 
We  overpow'r?  Suppofe  he  ihould  rdent. 
And  publifh  grace  to  all,  on  promife  made 
Of  new  fubjeftion ;  with  what  eyes  could  we 
Stand  in  his  prefep(:e  humble,  and  receive 
^tridl  laws  impos'd^  to  celebrate  his  throne 
With  warbled  hymns,  and  to  his  Godhead  iing 
Forc'd  Halleluiah's ;  while  he  lordly  fits 
Our  envied  fovran,  and  his  altar  breathes 
Ambrofi^  odors  and  ambrofial  flowers^ 
Our  fervile  offerings?  This  mujft  be  our  tafk 
In  Heav'n,  this  our  delight;  how  wearifome 
Eternity  ^  fpent  in  worfliip  paid 
To  whom  we  hate !  Let  us  not  then  purfue 


That  is  to  unthrone  the  king  of  are,    as  here,    daftiagoiih^A  i 

Uea^qp,  argmis  at  *vatn  the  latter^    odors  f     fiat  whea  the  idtm'  w 

that  is  to  regain  oar  own  loft  right,    to  breathe^  the  meaning  ii  ihi 

244.  —  and  his  altar  breathes      fiiuUs  of,  it  thnrjjs  out  the  Jimk 

Ambrofiid    odors    and    ambrofial  or  (as  Milton  expre£fes  it  JV.  t 

flowers^"]  Dr.  Bentley  would    it  brtatbes  out  the  fimll  of  Jkc 

Ttziijrotn  for  and^  this  ienie  of  the  wohi  m^ir, 

Ambrofial  odors /rw.  ambrofial   -"^'f- "jay  be  fcud  to  ^/*r^ 

.    flowers,  ^"^  ^"^^  too  as  a  dillMAiU 

for  by  odors  here  Miltxw  aeaai 
9iid  niki  how  9gk  tjitar  c^  bruiiho  fiMlb  of  guma  uA  fmmt  ^ 

Ai 


i^     PARADISE  lost;  i^ 

)rce  impoffible,  by  laivfc  obtab'd  25Q 

sc^blfci  dKm^  in  Heiv'n,  our  ftate 
[A^did  vafly^  s  brit  rather  feek 
own  good  from  aca&tn^  and  from  cmr  own 
to  ourfelveii  though  in  this  vaft  receft^ 
and  to  nolle  ficcbo&tAble^  preferring  25^ 

liberty  before  the  ttify  yokb 

rrtile  poiiip.    Our  greatnefs  i^ill  ijlpear 
mofl  confpicnouSy  when  great  ti^ihgi  6f  (hiuflj 
1  of  hurtful,  profpVods  of  adverfc 
an  create,  and  in  what  place  fo  e*er  260 

re  under  eV*il,  aftd  work  eafe  out  of  pain 
ugh  labor  and  indurance.     This  deep  T;trorld 
irknefs  do  we  dread  ?  How  oft  atnidft 
I  clouds  and  dark  doth  Heav'n's  all-ruling  Sire 
fe  to  refide,  his  glory  unobfcur'd^  265 

And 

tb€  Vtli.f  ly.  Not  unlike        263.         How  oft  amdft 

ive  read  in  Fairfaxes  Tafib,  Tinck  ckuds  and  dark  &c.]  imita- 

k.  20.  ted  from  Pfal.  XVUI.  11, 13.   He 

fSMHHrtt^ttdr  fmeffd.  ^'  ^^fi  his fecrtt placn  bUfa^ 

Peam  '^^^  round  obHU  mm  wen  dark 

IhH  to  ourfehisA   Hot!  'w^ers,  and  thick  clouds  of  the  Jkiii 

XVni    107  •""^  ^^  ^'  ^fi  tbundred  in  M 

.    ,  *      /'.    .  Heavens.  Akd  the  Highefi  gofve  hit 

J— -Ut  mihi  vivam  ^^^.^^^    hmlfiones  and  coals   of  fire. 

"P*^  *^-  And  ft^txa  Pfel.  XCVU.  2.  Gouds 

hH,  Sat  IV.  %%.  Md  dia-hUfs  »e  rkuiAkbiOi  him,  &c. 


habita. 


0^2  274.  Our 


jo8  PARADISE  LOST.     Bool 

And  with  the  majefty  of  darknefs  round 
Cavers  his  throne;  from  whence  deep  thunders  ro 
Muft'ring  their  rage,  and  Heav'n  refembles  HcL 
As  he  our  darknefs,  cannot  we  his  light 
Imitate  when  we  pleafe?  This  defert  foil 
Wants  not  her  hidden  luftre,  gems  and  gold ; 
Nor  want  we  Ikill  or  art,  from  whence  to  raifc 
Magnificence )  and  what  can  Heav'n  (how  more 
Our  torments  alfo  may  in  length  of  time 
Becqpie  our  elements,  thefe  piercing  fires 


274.   Our  t0rmi$Uj  alfo  m^  in  — ^  Peace  is  deipairM^ 

Ungth  of  timi  For  who  can  think  fabmi 

Become  our  elemtnts^  Sec,  ]    £n-  War  then.  War 

forcing  the  fame  argument  that  Be-  Open  or  underflood  iniift  I 
lial  had  urged  before,  ver.  217;  folv*d. 

and  indeed  Mammon's  wholefpeech  ^;^  ^^  y  ^  ^ 

,,  to  the  fune  puTK,fe  as  Bchal', ,  ^y  the  whole*fioft  of  AmS. 

the  aremnent  it  improved  and  car-  „',j: ^i    ..  ».        "u^jcw. 

ried^rther.  only  ^th  fuch  diffe-  '^n^^'?^^  1^'  T^a 

rence  a.  is  fuitable  to  their  dilic-  Tf^i  '  ^TT^  ^' *!!• 

rent  charaaers.  ^'^Z  f?'^T^°1'  ">?: 

278.  nt/^,jaU  rftaln.  ]    The  ^'^  *°""  "^^  «^"«  ««  ^ 

fenie  of  pain,     tl  (enfibile,   the  Whether  of  open  war  or 
adjedive  ufed  for  a  fubftantive.  guile, 

Hume.  We  now  debate: 

7^*  ^rj^'^'^'^T^ii^  7^^-^  Moloch  fpeaks  to  the  piiipo* 

S:ff^f^&^^^^^  declares  fS^nwar,^ 

rits»  and  in  the  different  arguments  My  fentence  is  for  opea  wa 

fo  fuited  to  their  different  charac-  wiles, 

tera :  bat  they  have  wander'd  from  More  nnexpert,  I  boaft  not 

the  point  in  debate,  as  is  too  com-  .»»,.,  « , 

mon  in  other  aOembliei.  Satan  had  ^°*  ^^^^  argues  ahkc  i^gaU 

dcdar'dinl  660.  open  or  concealed,  w.  it/. 
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As  foft  as  now  fevcre,  our  temper  changed 

Into  their  temper;  which  muft  needs  remove 

The  fenfible  of  pain.     All  things  invite 

To  peaceful  counfels,  and  the  fettled  ftate 

Of  order,  how  in  fafety  beft  we  may  280 

Compofc  our  prefent  evils,  with  regard 

Of  what  we  arc  and  where,  difmiffing  quite 

All  thoughts  of  war:  ye  have  what  I  advifc. 

He  fcarce  had  finifli'd,  when  fuch  murmur  fiU'd 

Th'affembly,  as  when  hollow  rocks  retain         285 

The 

War  thercferCi  open  or  conceal'd,  mibere^  the  fenfe  is,  with  regard  to 

alike  our  prcfcnt  condition  and  the  place 

My  voice  diffuades ;  for  what  can  where  we  are;  which  latter  ieems 

force  or  guile  6^r.  much  better. 

^^                      .             ,      ^  22^,-"^  afwhefth/Uw  rocks  ri" 

Ifiaunon  ama  on  the  fame  ar-  ,ain  Sec]  Virgil  compare* 

HDentt,  aad  IS  for  df/mj^^g  f«/#  j^g  ^^^^^  ^^^^  by  the  affembly  of 

mS  thm^hti  y  ^.    So  that  the  ^^^  Gods  to  Juno's  fpeech.  JEn. 

jieft»iiudiang«dinthecourfeof  x.  06.  to  the  rifing  wind,  which 

Oe  debate,  whether  thro  the  inat-  ^ur  author  aflinulates  to  its  de- 

tanon  or  intention  of  the  author  ^,f     murmurs, 

k  b  not  ealf  to  fay.  ^ 

...  —  cunfUque  fremebant 

*V'  . Wl'rfgard  Cselicola:  affenfu  vario:  ecu  fla- 

Of  vAat  ive  are  and  lubcre,  J  It  mina  orima 

li™?-3L^;5^  ^^T''  ''''^%     Cum  dep?enfa  fremunt  f/lvis,  et 
W  edmon  it  is,  n^tth  regard  of  cxca  volutant 

^wiSfiMMJnvere:    and  it  is  Murmura,    ventures  nautis  pro- 

\  mkd  Mmetiines  the  one  and  fome-  a^^^^  v«f«.               u»^, 

l.s_    ^      vi_      •     ^"u    r  i^r         *  cientia  ventos,              nume. 
iQiKilke  odier  in  the  rublequent 

litm.    If  we  read  with  reward  Theconduftofboth  poets  is  equally 

nBkunv€anand'wereyt\it\tn£e  juft  and  proper.      The  intent  of 

mh  regaid  to  our  prefent  and  Juno's  fpeech  was  to  roufe  and  in- 

-  paft  condition;    If  we  read  flame  the  affembly  of  the  Gods, 

iih  rtrard  •/  wbMi  we  an  and  and  the  effed  of  it  is  therefore  pro- 

*  0^3                                     perly 
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The  found  of  bluil'ring  winds^  which  all  night  long 

Had  roua'd  the  iba^  now  with,  hoarfe  cadcQC?  luj^ 

Sea-faring  men  o'erwatch'd,  whoie  bark  hy  chance 

Or  pinnace  anchors  in  a  craggy  bay 

After  the  temped:  Such  applauie  was  hea^d       990 

As  Mammon  ended,  and  his  fentence  plea^i'd^ 

Advifing  peace :  for  fuch  another  field 

They  dreaded  worfe  than  Hell :  fb  much  the  &ar 

Of  thunder  and  the  fword  of  Michael 

Wrought  flill  within  them ;  and  no  lei^  defire       2951 

To  found  this  nether  empire,  which  might  rife 

By  policy,  and  long  procefs  of  time, 

la 

pejly.  compared  by  Virgil  to  the   Devils  with  an  eye  to  Claadian*! 


n^on^s  rp<;ech  is  to  quiet  and  coiQ-  may  compare  Akfio^s  fpeeclL  wid^ 

pojfe  the  infema)  affembl^r,  and  the  Moloch's,  and  Megseras  wiihBtr. 

•Sfid  of  this  therefore  is  as  pro-  lial's  or  rather  with  fieelzebabV 

periy  compared  by  Milton  to  the       294. tbefijm-dof  Mrrtm^] 

WiiA  falling  after  a  tempeft.   Clau-  The  words  Micbsul^  Ri^boil,  &c. 

dian  has  a  ftmile  of  the  fame  kind  are  fometimes  pronoaqced  at  ol 

in  his  defcription  of  the  infernal  two  fyllables,  and  fometimes  tiiey 

council.  In  Rufinum,  I.  70.  are  made  to  confift  of  three.  Wbca 

ceu  murmurat  alti  ^^^V  are  to  be  pronquDced  a^  of 

Impacata  quies  pelagi,  cum  fla-  three  fy Ilabjes,  wc  fhall  takp  gVft    i 

minefrado  to  diilmguiih  themmprmm^dinfc^ 

Durat  adhuc  facvitque  tumor,  du-  ^'^^^^  Raflu0.  ^     ; 

biumque  per  acftum  30^.  J  pillar  o/Jiate;'}  PUhc]$,  A 

Laflk  reccdentis  fluitant  vcftigia  '^  ^^  pronounced  contnidUnjly^iJl,  1 

venti.  ^'  ^"*  fyllable,  or  twjo  ftprt  oWi, 

and  again  in  Book  XIL  202,  ^t,    , 

And  in,  other  particulan  our  author  The  metaphor  is  plain.  fl»YJ[,  r^ 

feona  to  have  dnwn  his  council  of  enough  to  oe  nndf|%(i(p4  j  ajuj  thii^ 
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In  emdation  oppoiit  to  Heaven. 

'Which  when  Beelzebub  pcrceiv'd,  tlian  whom, 

Satan  except,  none  higher  fat,  with  grave  300 

Aipcdt  he  rofe,  and  in  his  rifing  feem'd 

A  pill  ar  of  ftate ;  deep  on  his  front  ingraven 

Deliberation  fdt  and  public  care; 

And  princely  coonfel  in  his  face  yet  fhonc, 

Maje/lic  though  in  ruin:  fage  he  flood  305 

With  Atlantean  fhoulders  fit  to  bear 

The  weight  of  mightiefl  monarchies;  his  look 

Drew  audience  and  attention  flill  as  night 

Or  fummer's  noon-tide  air,  while  thus  he  fpakc. 

Thrones 

JiniC5,    and  Peter,  and  John  are  The  whole  piflure  from  ver.  299. 

called  fiJ/ars  in  Gal.  II.  9.  And  we  to  the  end  of  the  paragraph  is  ad- 

liKve  tic  fame  expreflion  in  Shake-  mirable !     Richard/on. 

fpear,  2  Hen.  VI.  Aft  I.  309.  Or  fummcr'*s  noon  tide  /?;>,] 

m  n  ri?     1     J    ^'77        1-  Noon-tide  is  the  fame  2a  noon-time^ 

Bmvc  Peers  of  England,  p:llars  of  ^^,^^^  .^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^  .^  ^^^^ 

tbejtate.  j^  ^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^j^^^  ftirring,  and 

305.  M^jfJIic  though  in  ruin  :^  It  men  and  beaits,  by  reafon  of  the 
is  amazing  how  ercn  the  greatcft  intcnfe  heat,  retire  to  (hade  and 
critics,  fach  as  Dr.  Bentlcy,  can  reft.  This  is  the  cuftbm  of  Italy 
fofnetimes  miftake  the  mofl  obvious  particularly,  where  oar  author  liv'd 
paflages.    Thefe  words  are  to  be  fome  time. 

loia'diii  conftradion  with  his  face^        309.  —  nvhile  thus  he /pake.  ] 

Xnd  not  with  princely  counfil^  as  the  Beelzebub,  who  is  reckoned  the  ic- 

DdAdt  imagined.  cond  in  dignity  that  fell,  and  is,  in 

306.  With  JtUmtean  /boulders  ]  the  firil  book,  the  fecond  that 
fi  mcu^khor  to  exprefs  his  vaft  ca-  awakens  out  of  the  trance,  and 
pscity.  Atlas  was  fo  great  an  aftro-  confers  with  Satan  upon  the  fitua- 
iiOfiicr»  that  he  is  faid  to  have  tion  of  their  affairs,  maintains  his 
xmc    Heaven  00  his  fhoulders.  rank  in  the  book  now  before  us. 

0^4  There 
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Thrones  and  Imperial  Pow'rs,  Ofspring  of  Heaven, 
Ethereal  Virtues;  or  thefe  titles  now  311 

Mufl:  wc  renounce,  and  changing  flile  be  call'd 
Princes  of  Hell?  for  fo  the  popular  vote 
Inclines,  here  to  continue*,  and  build  up  here 
A  growing  empire;  doubtlefs;  while  we  dream,  311 
And  know  not  that  the  king  of  Heav'n  hath  doom'd 
I'his  place  our  dungeon,  not  our  fafe  retreat 
Beyond  his  potent  arm,  to  live  exempt 
From  Hcav'n's  high  jurifdiftion,  in  new  league 
Banded  again  (I  his  throne,  but  to  remain  320 

In  ftrifteft  bondage,  though  thus  far  rcmov'd. 

Under 

There  is  a  wonderful  majcfty  de-  It  was  not  to  omit  in  the  firft  book 

fcribcd  in  his  rifine  up  to  fpcak.  the  projc^  upon  which  the  whole 

He  ads  as  a  kina  or  moderator  poem  turns :  as  alfo  that  the  prince 

between  the  two  oppofit  parties,  of  the  fallen  Angels  was  the  oaljr 

and  propofts  a  third  undertaking,  proper  perfon  to  jjive  it  bin^  anj 

which  the  whole  adbmbly  gives  in-  that  the  next  to  him  in  dignity  wai 

to.    The  motion  he  makc>  of  dc-  the   fitted  to  fccpnd  and  fupport 

caching  one  of  their  body  in  fearch  it.  There  is  befides,  I  think,  tome- 

of  a  new  world  is  grounded  upon  thing  wonderfully  beautiful,   and 

a  projcdt  dcvifcd  by  Satan,    and  very  apt  to  afre£i  the  reader's  imi- 

curronly  propofcd  by  him  in  the  gination  in  this  ancient  prophecy 

following  lines  of  the  firft  book,  or  report  in  Heaven,  concemmg 

Space  may  produce  new  worlds,  (sTf.  the  creation  of  Man.      Nothing 

vcr.  650.  *^°"^"  ^^^  ^^^  ^hc  dignity  of   . 

grounds  his  propifal,  ^"  ""^  ^^^"^  ^^f"'^  dieir  cxitenct.   1 

txrk  .'c       c  J  ^^^y  ^^^  rcprefcnted  to  have  beoi 

Q        "T"     ^.!l£r.  ^/l^  '^^  '^^  of  Heaven,  before  they 

Some  eafier  entwprtfe?  (3c,  ^^rc  created.    Virgil,  in  con^ 

I'he  reader  may  obTenre  how  joft   xnent  to  the  Roman  conunoaweiUii 

maka 
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Under  th'  inevitable  curb»  referv'd 

His  captive  maltitnde:  for  he,  be  fure/ 

In  h^hth  or  depth,  ftill  firft  and  laft  will  reign 

Sole  king,  and  of  hia  kingdom  lofe  no  part        325 

By  our  revolt,  bat  over  Hell  extend 

His  empire,  and  vnth  iron  fcepter  rote 

Us  here,  as  with  his  golden  thofe  in. Heaven^ 

What  fit  we  then  prcgefting  peace  and  war  ? 

War  hath  detennin'd  us,  and  foiled  with  lofs      330 

Irreparable;  terms  of  peace  yet  none 

Vouchlaf 'd  or  fought ;  for  what  peace  will  be  given 

To  us  inflav*d,  but  ciiftody  fcvcre. 

And 

■wkes  the  heroes  of  it  appear  in  here  like  the  Latin  ^/V,  which 
dieir  ftate  of  prxexillence ;  bat  fignifies  both  what  and  why. 
Milton  does  a  w  greater  honor  to  332.  V9uchjafd'\  Milton  con- 
mankind  ia^enenu,  as  he  gives  us  fbntly  writes  this  ytTh'*u9uifa/e\  and 
a  dimpfe  ofthem  even  before  they  this  is  rather  of  a  fofter  found,  but 
^oie  in  being.  AMfin.  the  other  feems  more  agreeable  to 
327. — and  wtb  iron  fofter  rule  the  etymology  of  the  word. 
tJs  bereft  as  nuitb  bis  golden  thofe  in         332.  —for  nvbat  peace  tvill  be  given 

Heaven,']  The /rwr  fcepter  ^ousinflaivd^bnt  cufiodjfe^ere? 
is  ifi  allttfion  to  Pfal.  II.  9.  as  that  *-  andwbatfeace  can  ive  return 
pf'goii  to  Efther  V.  2.  Hume,        But  to  ourfonurbofiility  andbatef] 

329.  if  bat  fit  ive  then  proje^ing  In  both  thefe  paflagcs  there  is  an 

feaee  andnvar?]    Dr.  Bent-  unufual  conffarufUon  of  the  particle 

lef  retui^ peace  or  luar :  Dr.  Pearcc  but;  it  feems  to  put  cuRody  fcnttre 

li^s^  perhaps  better  peace  in  'war:  &c  in  the  one,    and  bofliiity  and 

But  mere  feems  to  be  no  neceflity  bate  Sec  in  the  other  on  the  foot 

for  til  dterttion.    It  was  a  debate  of  peace.     There  are  fouic  very 

pf  peace  and  war.    Peace  as  well  few  inftances  where  the  Latins  have 

$9  war  was  the  fabjed  of  their  de-  ufed  mfi  (except,  or  but)  in  a  like 

(nte.    And  wbat  feems  to  be  ufcd  conHrudtion.    One  is  in  Plautus*s 


*»-. 
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And  flripes,  and  arbitrarj  puniibment 

Inflided  ?  and  what  peace  can  wc  return,  335 

But  to  our  pow'r  hoftilky  and  hate, 

Untam'd  reluctance,,  and  revenge  though  flow. 

Yet  ever  plotting  how  the  conqueror  feaft 

May  reap  his  conqueft,  and  maj  kaft  rejoice 

In  doing,  what  we  mofk  in  Offering  feet  ^  34O 

Nor  will  o€ca(fix>n  wwc,  nor  ftiali  we  need 

With  dang'roue  expedition  to  invade 

Heav'n,  whofe  high  walls  fear  no  aflkuk  ot  fiege, 

Or  ambuih  fix)m  the  dseep.  What  if  we  find 

Some  eafier  enterpriie  ?  There  is  a  place,  345 

(If  ancient  and  prophetic  fame  in  Heaven 

Err 


Meiutcfaiiii  ProL  59.  Ei  liberorom, 
mji  dividaci  nihil  erat,  Lambinus 
fays  this  expreffion  feems  too  unu- 
fual,  for  the  particle  mfi  can  except 
none  but  things  like,  or  of  a  like 
kind.     Ricbar^on. 

1  c  2#  '  ■  ■  and  by  a/t  ootb^ 
ibatfiook  Heofv^n^s  tvboU  circum' 
ferenctt  cenfirm^dJ]  He  con- 
fhnd  it  by  an  oatb  are  the  very 
words  of  St.  Paul,  Heb.  VI.  17. 
and  this  oath  is  (aid  10  Jbake  Heanjtis 
twbole  circumfirence  in  allufion  to 
Jupiter's  oath  in  Virgil^^n.  IX.  1 04; 

Dixerat :  idqne  ratam  Stiygii  £». 
flomina  mciiib 


Per  ^ice  torrentea  atraqoc  ¥«ra« 

gine  ripaa 
Annait,  et  totum  nutu  tremeftdt 
Olympum. 

To  feal  hia  (acred  vow»  by  Styx 

he  fwore^ 
The  lake  with  liquid  pilch»  t)» 

dreary,  fhore. 
And  Phlegethon*s  innavignBle 

flood. 
And  the  black  regions  oC^his-^ 

brother  God : 
He  faid;  and  fhook  the  ikict 

with  his  impeiialnocL 
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T  not)  aiiother  w«ld,  the  happy  feat 

f  fome  new  race  call'd  Man,  about  tlijs  time 

0  be  created  like  tc>  us^  though  kfs 

1  pow'r  and  exccllcoco,  but  favor'd  more  3J0 
f  him  who  rules  above;  fo  was  his  wiU 
ronounc'd  among  ilie  Gods,  and  by  an  oath, 

hat  fhook  Heav'a's  whole  circumferenGe»  confirm'd. 
hither  let  us  bend  all  our  thoughts,  to  learn 
/■hat  creatures  there  iohabit^  of  whai  mold       355 
r  fubftajice,  how  indued,  and  what  their  power, 
^4  vr^»  ^k  W^Ms^,  hov  a>)ife^9pted  bcflu 
y  force  or  firfitlptgr.  Thowgh.  Heay'a  be  fliBt* 
ind  Heav'n's  hi^h  a^bi^t^r  fit  i^we. 

A> 

1  Virgil  had   imitated   Homer,     High  Heav'n  with  trembling  the 
iad.  I.  ^:S.  dread  firaial  took. 

And  all  Olympic  to<  the  Canter 

a,  Ktv  K<JtLti*fiv  fT  cjfuiri  tii'iXi  Ibook,        Po|fe. 

MA€&fi3j  J-apn  x^fo*  »^»ff«-  4"  '\=  three  poets,  we  fee,  men- 

T           1/i,  "°n  '*"*  making  of  Heaven,  only 

ff*|i<,  ««jUW-  ^ll,t^  attribuiei  that  effeft  to  the 

K^ST^  «»    dJ«a7c»-  utyM  (,„,j_    v/hich    Homer  and   Virgil 

J-'t\fki^itO\vy.wif.  afcribe  to  the  W of  Jupiter:  but 

the  circumftance  of  the  nsii  feeras 

He  fpokc,   and  awful  bends  his  to  be  rightly  omittod  in  this  place, 

f^lebrow?;  becaufeGod.is.iiotthcrcLgiTiiiehii 

Shakes  hia  antbrofial  etirli,  and  afltnt  to  any.  oo^'i  net}t^>  wbidi 

gi»es  the  nod,  is  the  cafe  in  Homer  aid.  Virgil, 

The  Itam)^  of  fa;c,  and  fan£tion  Iviton]}^proA9ii|Ki)lvlwwjllMaoi)g 

of  (he  God;  tile  Angels. 

360.  —  ttni 
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I 

In  his  own  ftfcngth,  this  place  may  lie  cxpos'd,  3 

The  utmoft  border  of  his  kingdom,  left 

To  their  defcnfc  who  hold  it :  here  perhaps 

Some  advantageous  aA  may  be  achieved 

By  fudden  onfet,  either  with  Hell  fire 

To  wafte  his  whole  creation,  or  poffefs  3 

All  as  our  own,  and  drive,  as  we  were  driven. 

The  puny  habitants,  or  if  not  drive. 

Seduce  them  to  our  party,  that  their  God 

May  prove  their  foe,  and  with  repenting  hand 

Abolifli  his  own  works.     This  would  furpafs      3; 

Common  revenge,  and  interrupt  his  joy 

In  our  confufion,  and  our  joy  upraife 

In  his  difturbance;  when  his  darling  fons. 

Hurl 

360.  —  this  place  may  lie  exp^id^  Of  Angels  watching  round  \ 
7 be  utmfifi  harder  of  his  kingdom^  left 

To  their  defenfe  lAjho  hold  it :  ]    It  How  can  this  earth  be  fud  to 

has  been  objedled,  that  there  is  a  exposed  &c,  and  yet  to  be  ftri^ 

contradiflion  between  this  part  of  guarded  by  ftation'd  Angels?  1 

Beelzebub^s  fpeech,  and  what  he  objediion  is  very  ingenioos :  bu 

fays  afterwards,  fpeaking  of  the  it  not  faid»  that  the  earth  d§ik 

fame  thing  and  of  a  meflcnger  pro-  exposed,   but  only  that  it  mg 

per  to  be  fent  in  fearch  of  Sus  new  exposed  :  and  it  may  be  conficfe] 

world,  ver.  410.  that  the  defign  of  Beelzebub  is  i 

*  ferent  in  thefe  different  (peedu 

— what  fbengtfa,  what  art  can  then  in  the  former,  where  he  u  eno 

Suffice,  or  waat  evafion  bear  him  raging  the  aflembly  to  undero 

iafc  an  expedition  agamft  this  woi 

Thrott||h  die  ftriA  fentoies  and  he  fays  things  to  lefew  the  £ 

Aatiopa  thick  culty  and  duiger;  but  in  the  1 

i 
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Hurrd  headlong  to  partake  with  us,  ihall  curfe 

Their  fiail  original,  and  faded  bliis,  375 

Faded  fo  foon.    Advife  if  this  be  worth 

Attempting,  or  to  fit  in  darknefs  here 

Hatchmg  vain  empires.    Thus  Beelzebub 

Pleaded  his  devilKh  counfel,  firft  devis'd 

By  Satan,  and  in  part  proposed:  for  whence,      380 

But  from  the  author  of  all  ill,  could  fpring 

So  deep  a  malice,  to  confound  the  race 

Of  mankind  in  one  root,  and  Earth  with  Hell 

To  mingle  and  involve,  done  all  to  fpite 

The  great  Creator?  But  their  fpite  flill  ferves        385 
His  glory  to  augment.     The  bold  defign 

Pleas'd  highly  thofe  infernal  States,  and  joy 

Sparkled 

ler,  wben  tliey  have  determin'd  (peakers  <u;i&f»  they  are  fpeakmg; 

upon  the  expedition,  and  are  con-  but  that  time  and  that  place,  which 

fultine  of  a  proper  perfon  to  em-  he  or  they  are  fpeaking  of. 
ploy  in  it,  tnen  he  fays  things  to  Pearce, 

magmfy  the  difficulty  and  danger,        367.  The  purrf  bahitants,']   It  is 

to  make  them  more  cautious  in  poflible  that  the  author  by  tufr^ 

thdr  choice.  mieht  mean  no  more  than  weak  or 

^62.  ——  hert  perhaps]  Dr.  Bent-  little ;    but  yet  if  we  refled  how 

le/layfthatMiitonmuft  have  given  frequently  he  nfes  words  in  their 

it  tiere  perhaps :  but  I  think  not :  proper  uid  primary  fignification, 

la  ver.  360  it  is  this  phice,   and  it  ieems  probable  that  he  might  in- 

dierdbre  Milton  eave  it  here^  that  dude   likewife   the  fenfe  of  the 

it  ia  die  jpl^ce  whkh.  1  am  fpeak-  French  (from  whence  it  is  derived) 

iocof.  MiltOQ  frequently  tifesiiMt;  puis  ni,  bom  fincc,  created  long 

ai3  here,  mx  meaning  a  time  or  after  us. 
phce  ihiM  prefent  to  him  or  hit 

406. —  /A4 
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Sparkled  in  all  theit-  cyes;  with  fiiU  aflcnt 
They  vote :  whereat  his  fpeech  he  thus  renews. 

Well  have  ye  judgM,  well  ended  long  debate,    39a 
Synod  of  Gods,  and  like  to  what  ye  are. 
Great  things  refolv*d,  which  frofti  the  lowcft  deep 
Will  once  more  lift  us  up,  in  fpite  of  fate, 
Nearer  our  ancient  feiat  >  perhaps  in  view 
Of  thofe  bright  confines,  whence  with  neighboring  artM 
And  opportune  excurfion  we  may  chatice  396 

Re-enter  Heav*n;  or  elfe  in  fome  mild  zone 
Dwell  not  unvifited  of  Heav'n's  fair  light 
Secure,  and  at  the  brightning  orient  beam 
Purge  oflF  this  gloom  j  the  foft  delicious  air,        400 
To  heal  the  fear  of  thefe  corrofive  fires, 
Shall  breathe  her  balm.  But  firft  whom  (hall  we  fend 
In  fcarch  of  this  new  world?  whom  (hall  we  find 
Sufficient?  who  (hall  tempt  with  wand'ring  feet 

Th« 

406.  —  the  faipabie  ohfcMre]  It  je£Uve,  2S  the  ocean  fireamy  I.  2oi. 

is  remarkaUe  in  our  author*s  itiJe,  the  bullion  drofsy  I.  704.   Milton  of- 

that  he  often  ufes  adjedives  as  fab-  ten  enriches  his  language  m  tlrii 

aantivesy  and  fubftantives  again  as  manner. 
adjedHves.  Here  are  two  adjedires> 

the  latter  of  whkh  is  ufed  for  a        409.         — »  ire  he  urri'0§ 
fobftantive,  as  again  in  rer.  409,       ^be  haffy  ih  f\  The  earth,  hang- 

ibe  tuafi  aimpt.     And  fometimes  ing  in  the  (ea  of  air,  like  a  hapfffr, 

there    are  two    fubftantivesy    the  or  fothuuae  ilfind,  as  thie  name  k. 

*former  of  which  is  ufcd  for  an  ad-  And  ft  Cioero  £N»  Nit.  Deor.  fl. 
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[lie  dark  onbottomM  infiiiite  4^$ 

jid  through  the-pftlpable  obfcnre  find  Dut 
lis  uncoath  way,  ot  ipread  his  aeiy  fli^ 
rpborae  with  indefiitigAble  wiogs 
hrer  the  vaft  abra{Mk  oe  he  atri^re 
'he  happy  ile  i  what  ftrengch,  what  |rt  can  then  410 
iffice^  or  what  evafion  bear  him  iafe 
hroogh  the  ibid  fenteries  and  ftations  thick 
f  Angels  watching  round  I  Here  he  ISul  need 
U  circumfpedion,  and  we  now  no  left         s 
boice  in  our  fufirage;  for  on  whom  we  fend,   ■  415 
he  weight  of  all  and  our  laft  hope  relies» 
This  iaidy  he  fat ;  and  expectation  held 
is  look  fufpenfe^  awaitii^  who  appeared 
>  iccond,  or  oppofe,  or  undertake 
le  perilous  attempt :  but  all  iat  mute,  420 

•nd'rii^  the  danger  with  deep  thoughts;  and  each 

In 

calls  the  earth  qaafi  magnam  in  ecdefiafiical  caufes^  P*  5S3»  '*  Let 

nrhm  mfulani,   quam  nos  of-  "  him  alio  forbear  force — left  a 

1  terne  Tocaoms.      Ert  hi  ar-  **  worfe  woe  arrive  him?'*     And 

r  ibt  hxafff  iki  ft>  the  wofd  or-  Shakefpear  exprefies  himfelf  m  th« 

f  is  ded  by  oar  author  la  the  fame  manner  3  Hen.  VI.  h€t  V. 
hct  to  the  Judgment  of  Martin 

^9  f  •  276.  Edit.  1738.    ••  And  —  thofe  powers,  that  the  Qgeen 

i^  if  our  things  here  below  Hath  rais'd  in  Gallia,  i^invumV/ 

frkn  him  where  he  is  l^c  :^  and  #»r  #m^. 
n  »  ma  7  r4iii/|^  ^  «iw /0wir 

420.  —  hMt 


If 
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In  others  countenance  read  his  own  difmay 
A{loni(h'd :  none  among  the  choice  and  prime 
Of  thofe  Heav'n- warring  champions  could  be  found 

So  hardy  as  to  proffer  or  accept  42  j 

Alone  the  dreadful  voyage ;  till  at  lad 
Satan,  whom  now  tranfcendent  glory  rais'd 
Above  his  fellows,  with  monarchal  pride 
Confcious  of  higheft  worth,  unmov'd  thus  fpake^ 

O  Progeny  of  Heav'n,  empyreal  Thrones,      43a 
With  reafon  hath  deep  filence  and  demur 
Seis'd  us,  though  undifmay 'd :  long  is  the  way 
And  hard,  that  out  of  Hell  leads  up  to  light; 
Our  prifon  ftrong;  this  huge  convex  of  fire. 
Outrageous  to  devour,  immures  us  round 


4J5 

Ninefold, 


420.  —  hut  all  fat  mufet]  Homer 
often  ufes  words  to  the  fame  efFeft, 
when  an  afFair  of  difficulty  it  pro- 
pofedy  fuch  as  fending  a  fpy  into 
the  Trojan  camp,  or  a  fingle  com- 
bat with  Hc£lor.  Iliad.  VIL  92. 

'fi«  •**9''^  0/  /•  tf pat  vApl%f  «xnr 
A/J^f«&ir   Mir  mrwA&a/M   ^(tiVAf 

429.  —  mnm9v/]  With  any  of 
ihofc  dangers  which  deterred  others. 

430.  O  fro^m  of  Hutu  M,]  Virg. 
Ed.  IV.  7. , 


Jam  nova  progenies  coelo  demitti- 
tur  alto.        Hv/w* 

432.     —  loftg  is  tbf  fiva^ 
And  hardy  that  out  of  HiU  Uak 
up  to  light  \]   He  had  Vixgil 
in  mind,  JEn.  VI.  1 28. 

Sed  revocare  gradum  fupenlqoe 

evadere  ad  auras. 
Hoc  opus,  hie  labor  eft. 

But  to  return,  and  view  the  chear- 

ful  Odes, 
In  this  the  tafk,  and  mighty  labor 

lies :        Drydcn.  .  ^ 

as  in  what  follows  ef  the  fire  oa- 

miiiiK 
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tdbU,  and gttca of  borningaduasuit 
rM  over  us  jmhibit  all  egrt&  -i 

ife  pa&'d,  if  any  pifi,  the  «ad  ptifij—J 
aicflrntial  Night  receives  him  next 
je^jping,  and  vUi  utter  lofi  of  hew         44a 
Tatena  him,  plnng'd  in  that  abcRue  gulf, 
hence  he  Icape  into  whatever  wo(U| 
oniaiown  region,  tvhat  temaini  him  left 
u  nnimown  dangers,  and  as  hard  diapti, 
I  (honld  ill  become  this  dn)ae,OPeanh'   t  ^^g 
1  this  imperial  ibvranty,  adom'd  >    < 

hf^endor,  ann'd  With  pow'r,  if  ought  prapos'd 
I  jodg'd  of  public  moment,  in  the  Ihajie     . 
difficnlty  or  danger  could  deter 

Me 

g  Acn  totfii  mi/eU,  ind  die  bteiior  iaiua  iAJdi  It  liol- 

'gmm^trnmint  mdimant,  fie  low:  Itt  the  poeti  do  not  ilingn 

a  to  intt  Virgil  &ji  in  the  fpealc  tfiu  exadl^,  bat  ofe  then 

boofcf   of  Stjrx  flowing  nine  promifcnedl/i  and  bcbce  in  Vii|pl 

raaad   the  dimii'd,   ind  of  e»U  (mnwjm  saifi^trv  ttrvrxa  in 

Mi  erf"  HelL  IcTcnl  ^acn.    And  wliat  ii  h«ra 

q^^interfliTacoejcet  5«7««*//wi.ift«w»rficaU'd 

vcr.AiQ.  '^/w^rtwaw,  Tef.63S. 

B^ferfa  iiiMM  folidoquc  *-  ^^£l~ '^  "Ti^*^  ^!^ 

/■Mi^rnTTrnnT  rrr  eel  trfi"!*^  *»  LncxcOiu  hai  u  u 

''  feveral  placet, 

k— fM(^X»«»WJr97n,]  430.  Of  mm^fntial Sight)  Vnif- 

Mm*  Tftdt  of  fire,   beoditig  fa^ai,   ttAi  of  being;    darkneft 

M  all  fidei  found  IK.   CnKwx  apprOaduns  neaicft  to,  and  being 

lia  pmeriy  of  the  exteHOT  me  bcft  icftmblmfoof  mm-cattty. 

\tt  a floba.  ud  amtnt  of  i/«nf. 

WL^  ft                     4SO.-ri«7 
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Me  from  attempting.  Wherefore  do'  I  aflupie    45^ 

^Thcfe  royalties,  and  not  refufe  to  reign, 

Rcfufing  to  accept  as  great  a  (hare 

Of  Jiazard  as  of  honor,  due  alike 

To  him  who  reigns,  and  fo  much  to  him  due 

Of  hazard  more,  as  he  above  the  reft  ^j^ 

High  honored  fits  ?  Go  therefore  mighty  Powers 

Terror  of  Heav'n,  though  fiJI'nj  intend  at  home, 

While  here  £hall  jbe  our  home,  what  beft  may  cafe   I 

The  prcfent  mifery,  and  render  Hell  r 


More  tolerable;  if  there  be  cure  or  charm 
To  refpit,  or  deceive,  or  flack  the  pain 
Of  this  ill  manfion :  intermit  no  watch 


460 


Againft 


450.—  Wherifore  do  laffume  &C.] 
Our  author  has  here  caught  the  fpi- 
|it  of  Homer  in  that  divine  fpeech 
of  Sarpedon  to  Glaacui»  Iliad. 
XU.  310. 

ThdiiiiLit  Tin  tN  vm  rvnyLnyn^A 


Toiatv  uvJa^, 

TlC^KM^fU*   Sec. 

Why  boaft  we,  GIauciit»  our  ex- 
tended reign. 

Where  Xanthus*  ftreams  enridi 
the  Lycian  plain. 

Our  numerous  herds  that  ra^gi 
the  fruitful  field. 

And  hills  where  vines  their  purpb 
li^arvefl  yield, 

Our  foaming  bowls  with  jkmv 
nedtar  crown'd,  \ 

Our  feaf(s  enhanced  with  Wffil* 
iprightly  found? 


c 


I 
i 


»k  iw^   -  » 


•J 


r» 
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ainft  a  mkefblioB,  wlaic  I  abroad 
ooag^  all  the  coaAs  of  dark  dcftm^^  icek 
liverance  for  ut  all :  this  cnterpriie  46J 

me  (hall  partake  vldbiiae.  Tims i&jmginxfb 
e  Monarch,  and  ^trcvented  all  r€|)lj|^' 
ident,  left  from  liis  niUiation  ran^l^  ^  «  ^ 

lers  among  the  chief  might  offisr  jnom 
srtain  to  be  refusM)  what  erft  they  %tr'd}      476 
d  ib  refused  might  in  opinion  ftaod 
3  rivals,  winning  cheap  die  high  rqmte  « 

[lich  he  through  hazard  huge  muft  earn.  But  the/ 
saded  not  more  th'  adventure  than  his  voice 
rbiddings  ^nd  at  once  with  him  they  role  3     475 

Their 

ly  on  thofe  ftiores  are  we  widi  phim  is  foperior  to  a  Man.    Aod 

joy  farvey'd,  u  it  not  a  probable  prefumption, 

8iir*d  ai  heroes,  and  as  Gods  that  Milton  (whofe  diflike  to  lun^ 

obey*df  is  very  well  known)  by  patting 

Ids  great  a^  fuperior  merit  thefe  lentxmerts  into  the  moa^f  of 

prove,  the  king  of  Hell  intended  an  obhqne 

a    vindicate    the    boanteous  fatir  upon  the  kino  of  die  Eaithy 

pow'rs  above.  whole  pra£dce  is  to  often  direfily 

is  om\  the  dignity  they  give,  contrary  to  them? 

togracei 
le  fim  in  valor,  as  the  firft  in       46$.        — «—  tiii  enterprife 

place.  iSe,         Pope.  NoneJJ^ fartaie  awth  me. l  The 

abruptneis  oif  Satan*s  condulton  is 

I  ii  one  of  the  nobleft  and  beft-  very  wdU  exprefs'd  by  the  fpeech 

tedfpeeches  in  the  whde  Iliad :  breaking  otf  in  the  middle  of  the 

(as  Mr.  Hume  fays)  is  as  much  verfe. 
tod  in  the  imitation,  as  a  Sera* 

R  a  476.  nwr 
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Their  rifing  all  at  once  was  as  the  found 

Of  thunder  heard  remote.  Tow'ards  him  they  bend 

'With  awful  revereAcc  prone ;  and  as  a  God 

Extol  him  equal  to  the  Hig'heft  in  Heaven : 

Nor  fkil'd  they  to  exprcfs  how  much  they  prais*d» 

That  for  the  general  fafety  he  defpis'd  481 

His  own :  for  neither  do  the  Spirits  danm^d 

Lofe 

476.  Their  rifing  aO  at  onu  tvas  that,  snd  made  tBat  remark  tDjHf- 

as  thefiuni  vent  their  hoafting.                Pearcc 

Of  thunder  heard  remote.']    Tlie  As  our  author  has  drawn  Sacaa 

lifing  of  this  great  aflembly  is  de-  with  fome  remains  of  the  beaatjr, 

fcribed  in  a  very  fublime  and  poeti-  fo  he  reprefents  him  likewife  wid 

cal  manner.     JUdiJom,  fome  or  the  other  perfedions  of 

an  Arch- Angel  t  and  herein  he  hn 

483.— i^/  hadmenJhouUhoeft&c.]  followed  the  rule  of  Ariftode  in  hk 

Here  Dr.  Bentley  aflcs,    whether  Poetics,  chap.   15.  that  the  maa- 

the  Devils  retain  lome  of  their  vir-  ners  (hould  be  as  good  as  the  na- 

tue,  on  purpofe  Je^  had  menjhould  tare  of  the  fubjeA  will  poffibly  ad- 

hoaft  Sec,  This  being  an  abfurdity,  mit.  A  Devil  all  made  up  of  wick* 

he  reads  Ufifimddbad  nun  hoaft  Sec,  ednefs  would  be  too  fhocIoBg  to  wtf 

But  there  is  no  occafion  for  the  al-  reader  or  writer. 

Ceration.    To  take  the  force  of  the  489. — whi/e  the  mortih-mmdjliifi,] 

word  lefty  we  muft  fuppofe  the  au-  So  Homer  expreiTes  k,  Jtitd.  V. 

thor  to  nave  left  his  reader  to  fupply  5  24. 

fome  fuch  expreffion  as  this,  This  ^  9  *   a        j  .it^  »                  1 

remark  (of  the  DeviU  not  i,/«,g  — *'  *''^"  ^^  B.pi«,—   J. 

al/  their  ^virtue)  I  make,  left  had  that  wind   generally  dcariiu;  tbe  I 

men  fljould  hoaft  Sec.    Dr.  Bentley  iky,    and    £fperfmg    the   ^Mds. 

knows  that  un  in  Greek,  and  ne  in  Every  body  muft  be  wonderfbOjr 

Latin  are  often  thus  ufed.    Milton  delighted  with  this  fimiliciide.  Tie 

here  feems  to  have  had  in  view  images  are  not  more  pleafiae  in  a^ 

Eph.  II.  8»  9.  By  grace  ye  are  faived  ture,  than  they  are  refrvming  fi» 

through  faith '-^^nat  of  'works^  left  the  reader  after  hb  attention  to  tke 

«xry  tnan  fl^ould  hoaft.      Not,  that  foregoing  debate.     We  have  a  £• 

they  were  fanned  not  of  nuorku  on  mile  of  the  fame  kind  in  Hwiv  I 

purpofe  left  any  man  Jhould  hoaft ;  but  apply*d  upon  a  very  difimK  | 

ftat  St.  Paul  puu  them  in  mind  tf  occafion,  Iliad.  XVI.  297, 

ft 
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Lofe  all  their  virtaej  left  bad  men  Aiould  boaft 
Their  fpecious  deeds  on  eartfai  which  glcvy'  excites, 
Or  dorc  ambition  varnifh'd  o'er  with  zeal.  ^ftg 

Thus  they  their  doubtful  confultatioas  dark 
Ended  rcjoidng  in  their  matchlefs  chief>;^ 
As  when  irom  mountain  tops  the  duiky  clouds 
Ascending,  while  the  north-wind  fleeps,  o'er-fpread . . 

Heav'nV 

ICf  /'  JT*  at'  v'4')A»f  MfufDf  *-   Homer  bys  only  thtt  he  lemm'd 
ft©-  ui><A*M  ''"  '^'^^  ctoods  from  the  mouniaia 
,               •  tOD^  anH  ib  it  15  exulaiocd  in  thA 

»,,..»„».  W»tor«W  ^  „f  p^..    ^„„.  ^JiJ^, 

«i     y*t*f*  Ziofi  fhowi  that  the  trsnflation  and  uotet 

E>  T*  iMMt  ««#■«!  f UTiKff  xM  were  not  always  made  by  the  fune 

wfawK  mttftt  perTon.      We   have  a  fimile  too. 

So  n^en  thick  clouda  inwrap  the 

'i  bead,  Mark  when  fhe  Gnjlct  with  amiahU 


O^cr  HetvVi  czpanfe  like  one  chear, 

iogipi 
'  Suddcoi  the  Tound'rcr   with  a 


I  czp: 
blade  detiog  ipread ;  And  tell  me  whereto  can  you  likes 


_    ,.  When  on  each  eye-lid  fweedy  do 

Burfta  through  the  darkncTs,  and  appear 

let!  down  the  day :  Ad  hundred  Graces  as  in  fludt 

The  hiD>  Ihioe  out,  die  rock*  in  te  fit. 

tn^pcd  rifi^  I^efi  it  feemeth,  in  my  fimpic  wit, 

Abo  tnanu,                       '  '  .----... 


,  and  vales,  and  fa-  Unto  the  fait  fim-Jlune  in  fum- 

.  _» the  eyes,  mer's  day  j 

The  faJBig  Iccne  wide  opeoi  to  lliat  when  a  dreadful  llorm  awtjr 

Otfiffii,  a  fUt, 

t  Aod   aD    th'  unmeafur'd    tether  Through  the  broad  world  doih 

'.        fl«PW  with  light.  fpread  hit  goodly  ray : 

At  fight  whereof  each  bird  that  fiti 


^fr.  Pnpe  trtnflates  it  as  if  Japter  on  fpray, 

B||jkCeB^  which  makes  it  a  liOtTi4        Asd  cvety  bci 
-nd>cr  than  a|ileafiiigfteiMi  bat      _     waim* 


which  makes  it  a  botTi4       Asd  evetv  bcaft  that  ta  hii  den 
R  3  Cnnt 


*j 
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Heav'n's  chcarful  face,  the  louring  clement        49* 
Scowls  o'er  the  darkenM  landikip  fnow^  or  (hower} 
If  chance  the  radiant  fun  with  farewel  fwtet 
Extend  his  evening  beam,  the  fields  revive. 
The  birds  their  notes  renew,  and  bleating  herds 
Atteft  their  joy,  that  hill  and  valley  rings.  45^^ 

O  ihame  to  men !  Devil  with  Devil  damn'd 
Firm  concord  holds,  men  only  difagree 
Of  creatures  rational,  though  under  hope 
Of  heavenly  grace :  and  God  proclaming  peace^ 
(Yet  live  in  hatred,  enmity,  and  flrife  50! 

Among  themfelvcs,  and  levy  cruel  wars. 
Wafting  the  eartli,  each  other  to  dcftroy : 

As  if  (which  might  induce  us  to  accord) 

Man 

Come  forth  afreHi  out  of  their  late       494.  —  hUating  berJi]  Dr.  Beat- 

difmny,  ley  reads  flocks^  and  {uys  that  kvi 

And  to  the  light  lift  up  their  is  a  word  proper  to  cattel,  that  i^ 

drooping  head.  not  bUat,    But  it/r^  is  orinntllvtk 

Sa  my  dorm-  beaten  heart  Ukewife  common  name  for  a  number  of  vsf 

ischcarcd,  fort  of   cartel:    Hence    SA^M, 

With  that  fun-!hine,  when  cloudy  iL^,t  is  Sif^ffipcrJ/huut^  fee  ¥11.462. 

looks  arc  cleared.  Ptmtt* 

Sec  alfo  a  fimile  of  the  fame  kind  --8^*//^^  J'^^iismuchfachanei. 

in  Bocthids  De  Conf.  L.  i.  and  in  Pfcffion  as  Spenfer's^^^  €mttii  m 

Dante's  Inferno.  C.  24.  ^'^"'  ^^'^'^^  \  '"^^  ^'"^  ^S^- 

,     -        ,  49^-  OJhome  to  men  f  &c.]  Tb 

4^9-,,    T^r\r^^      r       refleaion  will  appear  the  morepaw 
Ucav  n  s  cheerful  face.  ]  Spcnfcr,    ^j^,^,  ^^^  ^^.^f^  ^^^^  ^^  ^ 

Fairy  Queen,  B.  2.  Cant,  1 2.  St.  34.    f, jg„  ^^  contentious  age,  in  wlock 
And  Heanieu^s  cbearful  face  envo-   Milton  liv'd  and  wrote.      Tlffv. 
loped.        fbjtr. 

Sit.  J 
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Man  haiiimhMikMtabkl^^ 

That  da^  and  digb^  his  ddbuaioa  wait        505 

Tfa«  8eyj^  <Mriifleil  thus  dlllMv'd}  ^d  ibrth 
Ih6idtt  came'  the  ^ntnd  iafenai-peefr: 
Midft  came  their  mightjr  paraiqount,  anil  feem'd 
Alone  th'  aitta^nift'  cf  Heaven,-  nor  left 
Than  HelV'ff  dread  emperor  wiitf^jbinprfiipgremb^  ^r^ 
ibid  God-like  imitatsed  {{ate }  faimrodnd' 
A  g^ote  of  fier3^'Seraphim  indos'd' 
With  bright  imbhzonry^  anc^h6rreht  arms. 
mPbsn  of  their  feflion  ended  they  bid  cry 
%Vith  trumpets  regal  found  the  great  refult:        515, 
Tow'ards  the  four  winds  four  fpeedy  Cherubim 

Put  to  their  mouths  the  founding  alcheniy 

By 

CI  2.  i#  Me  •f  fiiry  Serapinm]  A  Dr.  Bentley  Wads  orichale :  but  finco 

fMf  finiSet  liere  a  batulion  in  he  allows  that  goU  ami  fihior  cein^ 

iiipcle  iuiTOiiftdiiig  him,  as  Virgil  iwwell  m  brafe  amd penter^  are  4/- 

fiqrty  JEvL.  X.  373.  cbem^,  being  mix^d  mitaisf  for  that 

—  qua  globus  ille  virfim  denfiffi-   "T  ^  ff^^^^!  ^^.  ^^  ^V^ '  ^fe 
^  ^^  cially  being  join  d  to  the  epithet 

^'"  fiimiing,  which  determias  it  to  mean 

C11.— —  A#rrv»/tffM/.]  Herremt   a  trumpet,^  made  gerhaps  o^  the' 


Ml  die  idea  both  of  terrible  mix'd  metals  of  brais,  iijver,  isfc, 
aad  pricld  Vy  fet  up  like  the  brifUes  Pearee. 

«f  a  wild  boar.  Alchemy,   the  name  of  that  arc 

AfH.^  Martis  arma.  ^!^^*^  ",?<^  f'^^^^"  P?«  «^  ^^«- 

y*     jgji  Y  mittry,   the  tranimutauon  of  me- 

-*— defafos  acieatque  trrentiln^s  ^*- ,  ^2">»  "*«»  «?  P/J?!^;,^ 

^  at  large,  any  metal  pomble  to  be 

517.  mm.^ tbe  finding  alcbem^}  produced  by  that  myfteriooi  arts 

R  4  *tit 
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By  heralds  voice  explained;  the  hollow'  abyft 
Heard  hr  and  wide,  and  all  the  hoft  of  Hell 
With  deafiiing  (hout  return' d  them  loud  acclame.  529 
Thence  more  at  eafc  their  minds^,   and  fomewhal 

rais'd 
By  fidfe  prefumptuous  hope,  the  ranged  Powers 

Difband,  and  wand'ring,  each  his  feveral  way 
Purfues,  as  inclination  or  fad  choice 
Leads  him  perplex'd,  where  he  may  llkelieft  find  515 
^Truce  to  his  rcfllefs  thought;,  and  entertain 

Thft 

^  a  metonymy,  the  efficient  for  arms*  wkh  their  entertainmeali  k 

Ae  effed;  vaftly  poetical !  the  following  lines, 
^FL       •   •    ik  ^    1,      Ricbardfin.      Q^y^^^  ^j^j^  ^^  Typfcc«  nil 
jlZr^m,^  IS  mfliort  what  II  corruptly  more  fell  £^r.     '^*^^  ^ 

pronouncd    Ockamy,    that  is  any  ^      • 

mixM  metal.  I'heir  mufic  is  employ^  m  cde^ 

•71  f-         .  7  •  ^  -I    hrating  their  own  criminal  ezpbiDu 

5 2:j. -.//Z^ hu ^iot  cine/ return,]    ^^  ^^^^^  ^j^^^^  j^  foundiiiS 

Soitismthe  firft  ediuon:  but  m  unfathomable  depths  of  ftteTfiw- 

Ike  fecond  and  fome  others  ,t  is,  ^y,  ^^  fore-knSwledge.  Jd£Jk. 

tJiib^s^uit  chief  return;  which  is  p^^  contend  on  the  p^  in  fnih 

mamfeftly  an  error  of  the  prefs.  ^j^^^  ^^  -^  ^^  ^^  -^  ^y^^^  ^  ^ 

528.  Part  on  the  plahy  &c.}  The  the  famous  Olympian  or  I^rdiin 
^Terfions  of  the  fallen  Angels,  ^ames  in  Greece,  while  another 
with  the  particular  account  of  &eir  part  contend  on  horfeback  or  in 
place  of  habitation,  are  defcribed  chariot  races.  Part  curb  tbdr  hij 
with  great  pregnancy  of  thought  fi^^^U  &c.  Thefe  warlike  diver* 
and  copioaihe(s  of  invention.  The  fions  of  the  fall'n  Angela  diuiBg 
diverfions  are  every  way  fuitable  to  the  abfence  of  Satan  leem  to  be 
beines,  who  had  nothing  left  them  copied  from  the  militaiy  cxodfes 
but  Srength  and  knowledge  mif-  of  the  Myrmidons  during  the  ah* 
applied.  Such  are  their  conten-  fence  of  their  chief  fh>m  the  wtft 
tioQi  tt  the  race  and  in  feati  of  Homer's  Iliad.  U.  774.  iSc.  odf 

At 
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lie  irkfome  hoars,  till  his  gre^  chief  return. 

ut  on  the  plain,  or  in  the  air  fubUme, 

^pon  the  wngt  or  in  iwift  race  contend, 

agt  dt'  Olympian  games  or  Pythian  fields ;       530 

ut  curb  their  fiery  fteeds,  or  ihun  the  goal 

Tiik  rajud  wheels,  or  fivnted  brig^ds  &rm. 

s  when  Iq  warn  proud  cities  war  appears 

/ag'd  in  the  troubled  iky,  and  armies  rufh 

'o  battel  in  the  clouds,  before  each  van  53  ^ 

pck  forth  the  aery  knights,  and  couch  their  fpears 

•nu 

t  imaffi  ve  nis'd  in  proportion  Jf7lb  r^U  toittli,']  PUinly  taka 

A»  natnre  of  the  beiogi  who  are  fiom  Horace;  Od.  L  1. 4. 

n  ddcribed.    We  may  fuppofe  r     -j-       • 

0  dhr  Ac  anthor  had  an  eye  to  Mttaquc  femdu  entaU  roui. 

ySrai,  .fiB.VI.643.  HeU-gamei  both  di«  wheeb  aod 

■an  ia  paauDds  excrcent  mem-  the  burning  marie  they  drove  am 

bnptlicftcu,  were_/?r«i./ even  before  the  race, 
^onuiimut  ludo,  etfiilva  luftan-  Btniltj. 

tax  areni :  534.  Wa^d  ia  the  treai/eJ  Jh,  J 

■kn  pedibui  plaudunt  choreai,  et  ^  Shakerpear  in  i  Hen IV.  A&L 

cannina  £cunt,  i^r.  calU  diefe  appearances 

Thai 


or  way 


limbs  in  fporta  they  — (liemetconofafm^/r</HeaTa. 

laT^e  green  contend  the  ,r  "i' ^-f^'!!^* '^'^-f^'^ 

wicAler's  prize  *"*  ™     ""^  ™"'  '^^•^  *""•* 

Sa»inheroicverfedivin.lyfing,  ««4«-  (?«>«*)  JO  place     A  reft 

DK   «f     Dryden.  ■«^'  *n^  *«  caB  d  a  «/  from 

C31,         ^-^  ir  fiuinht  pd 

339.  Of  j«n 
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Till  thickeft  legions  clofc;  with  feats  of  arms 

From  cither  end  of  Hcav'n  the  welkin  burns. 

Others  with  vaft  Typhoean  rage  more  fell 

Rend  up  both  rocks  and  hills,  and  ride  the  air     54^ 

In  whirlwind ;  Hell  fcarce  holds  the  wild  uproar. 

As  when  Alcides,  from  Oechalia  crowned 

With  conquefl,  felt  th'  envenomed  robe,  and  tore 

Through  pain  up  by  the  roots  Theflalian  pines. 

And  Lichas  £'om  the  top  of  Oeta  threw  545 

Into 

5  J9.  Others  ivitb  vafi  Typh/tm  the  king's  daughter,  filt  tb*  emff 

rage  &c.]  Others  with  rage  nomd  robey  which  was  fent  him  by 

like  that  of  Typhoeas  or  TVphon,  Deianira  in  jcalouiy  of  his  new 

one  of   the    giants    who  warred'  miftrefs,  and  ftuck  fo  clofe  to  hit 

againll  Heaven,  of  whom  fee  be-  ikin  that  he  could  not  puU  off  tkb' 

fore  I.  199.     The  conrraft  here  is  one  without  pulling  ott  the  acher« 

ytry  remarkable.     Some  are  em-  and  tore  through  pmin  up  ly  the  raatt- 

ployed  in  frortitre  games  and  ex-  TheJ/h/ian  pinrs,  and  Lichas  vrhohzd 

crcifes,  while  oihcrs  rend  up  both  brought  him  the    poifon^d   robe/ 

rocks  and  hills,  and  make  wild  up-  from  the  top  of  Oeta^  a  mountain  ia 

roar.     Some  again  are  fmging  in  a  the  borders  of  ThdOaly,  tbrensf  i^ 

valley,  while  others  are  difcourf-  to  th*  Euhoic  fea^  the  fea  near  £a- 

ing  and  arguing  on  a  hill ;    and  boea  an  iland  in  the  Archipelago, 

thefe  are    rcprcfented    as  fiuing^  The  madnefs  of  Hercules  was  i 

while  others  march  different  ways  fubjed  for  tragedy  among  the  An- 

to    difcover   that    infernal  world,  cients    (H..>r;t/M«   i^tt    .-Si^ir  by 

Eveiy  company  is  drawn  in  con-  Euripides,  Hercules  furent  by  So- 

traft  both  to  that  which  goes  be-  neca)  but  our  author  has  comprifed 

fore,  and  that  which  fuUows.  the  principal  circumllances  in  this 

542    As  ^Lh''n  ALidru  »«c.  ]    As  fimilit'ide,  and  feems   more  parti- 

whea  Hercules  named  AUhics  from  cjlarly  to  have  copied  Ovid*  Met 

his  giandfaihcr  Alcscus,  f,'*m  Oc-  IX.  136. 

cWm  crM  ^:th  rcvyV,  aficr     yj^^^  ^^  Oechalia &c. 

Jii«   return  from  the  co  .quclt    of 

Oecnalia  a  city  of  Bocotia,  having  But  as  Mr.  Thyer  rightly  obfervest 

broDght  with  him  from  thence  lole  Milton   in  this  iunSe  falls  vaftlj 

fluvt 
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th'  Euboic  feu    Others  more  mild. 
Retreated  in  a  filent  valley,  fing 
With  notes  angelical  to  many  a  harp 
Their  own  heroic  deeds  and  haplefs  £dl 
By  doom  of  battel;  and  complain  that  fate        550 
Free  virtue  ihould  inthrall  to  force  or  chance. 
Their  fbng  was  partial,  but  the  harmony 
(What  could  it  lefs  when  Spi Vits  inunortal  iing  ?) 
Sofpended  Hell,  and  took  with  raviihment 

The 


kortof  his  ufaal  fablimity  and 
mpriety.  How  much  does  the 
uage  of  Alcides  tearing  up  Thef- 
i|li*n  pinet  &c  fink  below  that  of 
Ae  Aueb  xendii^  up  both  rocks 
wl  UUi>  sod  nding  the  air  ia 
vhirlwnidf  aid  how  faintly  and 
JiiglBHicaiitly  does  the  allufion  end- 
wi£  the  low  circumflance  of  Li- 
cku  beiiig  duown  into  the  Euboic 

fa! 

C^O.  -^^  mtdcMtplmn  that  fate 

Free  njirtmt  fi)Ould  inthrall  to  force 

or  ehoHce.  ]    This  is  taken 

fiom  the  famous  diftich  of  Euri- 

pks,  which  firutut  ufed,  when  he 

Q  TMU99  AfiTUp  X0>©-  tfp'liy. 

In  fine  places  for  ^/<i  force  it  is 
footed  Tv^H/cr/Mif.  Milton  has 
«cU  comprehended  both,  intbrtJl 
fofwu  #r  iboMtt.    Bcmlejr. 


5C4.  ^uf^d  Hell,-]  The  efiea' 
of  their  finging  is  fomewhat  like 
that  :of  Orpheus  in  HeU,  Viig, 
Georg.  IV.  48 1 . 

Qain  ipfx  ftnpuere  domus,  atque 

intima  lethi 
Tartara,  ceruleofque  implesoe  oi* 

nibus  angues 
Eumenidety  tenuitque  inhians  tria 

Cerberus  ora, 
Atque  Ixionii  vento  rota  conftitit 

orbis. 

£*en  from  the  depths  of  Hell  the 

damn'd  advance, 
Th'  infernal    mandons    nodding 

feem  to  dance ; 
The  gaping  three-moath*d   dog 

foi^ets  to  fnarl. 
The  Furies  hearken,    and  their 

fnakes  uncurl; 
Ixion  feems  no  more  his  pain  to 

feel. 
But  leans  attentive  on  his  Handing 

wheel.       Dxydea. 


M» 
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The  thronging  audience.  In  di(courfe  more  fweet  g^ 

(For  eloquence  the  foul,  fong  charms  the  fenfe, ) 

Others  apart  fat  on  a  hill  rctir'ti,  f\ 

In  thoughts  more  elevate,  and  reafon*d  high 

Of  providence,  foreknowledge^  will,  and  fate, 

Fix*d  fate,  free  will,  foreknowledge  abfolute^     ^6% 

And  found  no  end,  in  wand'ring  mazes  lofl. 

Of  good  and  evil  much  they  argued  then. 

Of  happinefs  and  final  mifery, 

Faffion  and  apathy,  and  glory*  and  fhame. 

Vain  wifdom  all^  and  falfe  philofophy:  565 

Yet 


The  barmntffuj^endet!  Hill  \  but  is  it 
not  much  better  with  the  paren- 
theiis  coining  between?  which 
fufpends  as  it  were  the  event, 
railes  the  reader*s  attention,  and 
gives  a  greater  force  to  the  fen- 
tence. 

But  the  harmony 
(What  could  it  lefs  when  Spirits 

immortal  fing?) 
Sufpended  Hell,  ^c. 

555-  — /«  difceurfi  monfiweet] 
Our  poet  fo  juftly  prefers  dilcouHc 
to  the  higheil  harmony,  that  he 
has  felted  his  reafoning  Angels  on 
a  hill  as  high  and  elevated  as  their 
thoughts,  leaving  the  fongfters  in 
their  humble  valfey.    Hume, 

559.  ^  foreknvwkdget  nmll^  and 


fUifati,   free  nmlU  ^ 

ledge  abfoLtte,']  The  tofii  of  tli» 
words  here  is  admirable,  and  Tery 
well  exprefles  the  wand*ring;i  and 
mazes  of  their  difcourfe.  And  the 
turn  of  the  words  is  greatly  im- 
proved, and  rendered  IHll  morf 
beautiful  by  the  addition  of  an  epi- 
thet to  each  of  them. 

565.  Fain  imfdom  all^  tmd fJ^ 
philofophy:']  Good  and  raA 
and  de  finibus  bonorum  et  malo* 
rum,  ^c  were  more  particularly 
the  fubjefls  of  difputation  among 
the  philofbphers  and  fophifls  of  ol^ 
as  pro'videncfy  free  ivilly  &c.  were 
among  the  fchoolmen  and  divines 
of  later  times,  efpecially  upon  the 
introdudUon  of  the  free  notions  of 
Arminius  upon  thefe  fubje^b :  and 
our  authqr  ihowt  herein  what  a 

opinion 


PARA'DISBX^S.Ti      •'  tj) 

f^  with  a  pleailng  forcery  could  diafm 
'ain  for  a  while  or  anguiHi,  and  excite  i 

''allacious  hopc^  6r  arm  th'  obdurod  t»eaft 
Wjih  ftubbora  patience  as  with  triple  fteeL 
Another  part  in  fquadrons  and  grofs  btndi,     •:•  .570 
On  bold  adventure  to  difcover  wide 
That  difinal  worlds  if  any  clime  perhaps 
Wght  yield  diem  eaJier  habitatkni,  .bend  • 

Foar  ways  dieir  flying  march^  along  the  banks 
Of  jbor  in&nial  rivers,  that  difgoige  57^.'' 

iBto  the  burning  lake  their  t»lelul  ftreams ; 

Abhorred 

I  be  W  of  ill  booki  and  572.  Titd  Afmal  inwUA  Tbm  • 

~  '  H  kind.  fevenl  circomAances  in  the  defbtp- 
^aa  of  Hell  are  finely  imagined  i  u 

|-'V.f6l^— a('«MrW^nia^  Sowe  tbefburriren whichdi^orgethem* 

\  Hid  js  liillOB't  own  cdiaoni,  and  {elves  into  tbe  (ea  of  be,  tb«  ex- 

I  M  iJAnifr.  at  it  ii  in  Dr.  Bent-  tremet  of  cold  utd  hei^  and  dw 

.la^ia  Ifa.  Fenton'i)  and  ochera :  riva  of  oblirion.    Tbe  monftrona 

Tm  &ne  wofd  it  n&d  again  in  animali  produced  in  that  infernal 

'TL  78$.  world  are  repre(hited  by  a  finglo 

'  TU.  fiiw  hit  haplefi  foes,  but  !««•  *^  P""  "«  "  -"^  j"""^ 

*«!L  ,||JL|V   ^  *^**  ™  ™™'  ™''  "  ^^^  longer 

■"•^•"'^  deloiption   of  them   would   ham 

rfn  ^M^^  trifle  fttti-  ]  An  done.    This  epilbde  of  the  fiJlea 

■inilwi  9f  Hoimce,  Od.  I.  III.  Spiriti  and  their  phKe  of  habitatftm  , 

^  j^. .  coma   in  rerv  happily  to  unbend 

_  . ' , . '  .  ,  the  mind  of  the  toder  from  io  aN 

ffir^.  etwtnplej  ^ntion   to  the  debate.     An  oidi- 

'Cmmpcfiiitcrat,  fSe.  nary  pott  woald  indeed  have  ^un 

Klhvaft   wat  armed   with  the  out  fo  many  orcomflancet  to  a  great 

fttl^  of  threefold  brali,   only  '"?''* ."J* i^^*^.,,'"^"*'^" 

!SrFS»ttMi  the bwdeft  wtd  it  »«U-d  ujflead  of  .Uotoated.  the 

" ..  577.  ^*»n-y 
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Abhorred  Sfy3C>  the  flood  of  deadly  hate ; 

Sad  Acheron  of  forrow^  black  and  deep ; 

Cocytus,  nam'd  of  lamentation  loud 

Heard  on  the  rueful  (beam  y  iierce  Phlegethon,  5I 

"Whofe  waves  of  torrent  fire  inflame  with  ragp. 

Far  off  firom  thefe  a  flow  and  filcnt  fl:ream, 

Lethe  the  river  of  oblivion  rolls 

Her  watry  labyrinth,  whereof  who  drinks, 

Fofthwilh 

577.  Abhorred  Styx^  &c.]    The  x&xt/tf  fignifyin^  to  ^um^  aod  It 

Greeks  reckon   up   five  rivers  in  tnetit:  as  Phlegetbim  is  from  inote 

^ell,  and  call  them  after  the  names  Greek  word  eA«>tf   figiufyine  0 

.of  the  noxious  fprings  and  rivers  in  burm  and  therefore  righd/  dacA> 

their  own  country.     Our  poet  fol-  ed   here  fierce    PhUgetbou^    wb^ 

lows  their  example  both  as  to  the  waves  of  torrent  fire  infimme  wri 

nnmber  and  the  names  of  thefe  in-  rage^  as  it  is  by  Virgil,  iBikVl 

iemal  rivers,  and  excellently  de-  550. 

fcribes  their  nature  and  properties  .,      -        .       

with  the  explanation  of  their  names.  —  »^I^"»  flammu  UsnmSm 

.Stfx  fo  named  of  a  Greek  word  -,   amms 

.CTvyii,  that  figniiies  to  bate  and  Tartareus  Phlegethon.      • 

abbor,  and  therefore  called  here  Jb-  ^^  ^n^^  ^ot  what  to  far  as  to  Ae 

Iprreii  Styx,  tbefiood  of  deaJlj  bate,  fituation  of  thefe  riven.     How» 

^dhyymlpa/uj iMam^Iij,  JEn.  the  moft  ancient  poet,  xepfeto 

VI.  438.  Jcberon  has  ite  name  from  Cocytus  as  branching  oat  A  Sm 

^Vl  ^?r     J  .P'-*  ^'  •^*-^   and  both  Cocytus  and  PUenSot 
i«;,jr*^r/;  and  IS  reprdentcd  ac-    (p,  Pyriphlegethon)  as  fioi^gii. 
cordingly  SadAcberon,  the  nver  ./  \^  Adie^n,^Odyfr.  X.  5,  ,. 
■   forrrw  as  Styx  was  of  hate,  black  '  ^   ' 

mddeep,  agreeable  to  Virgil's  zha^^     Er9tf™/u«r  1^  A^fCf*?*  Uveifht 
tn&fx  of  it  >«9«r  7C  pcvflT/ 

fufb.  JEn.VI..o7.  J^-T©- er/r  *«pp^. 

and  perhaps  he  defcribes  their  ftp- 
Cocfius,  nam^d  of  lamftitathn,  be-  atjon  as  it  really  was  in  Grepqt : 
caufc  derived  mm  a  Gredc  woed   but  Vij^il  and|]^  other  poe^  fi»- 

qoen^ 
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*ks^  joy  mi  grkf,  fUttfyrsf  and  pm. 

ark  and  wild,  hg^tWtk  perpet9«j  Harm 
airlwind  apd  dire  feaS;  .^rgipti  flR  jSro  liod    \ 
8  joatf  l)ut  gM:ii«3  b$ap9  an^  :siiji^.  {p^aot    sd^ 
idwt^lc;  all  dfe  ds^  iQ0f7  anii(j^    ^     _ 
r  profinifid  as  that  Serbonko  h^ 

Betwixt 

vmfymi  tbem,  and  men-     Qaam  juxtt  Lithj  taatus  pnelafat-  ^ 
r  99JPaes  and  places  with-  tur  aniMs, 

apit  ilifference  or  didinc- 

ior  pQCt  therefore  was  at  The  river  of  oblivion  is  righdf 

x>  oiaw  (as  i  may  fay)  a  plac'd  far  of  from  the  rivers  of 

p  of  thefe  rivers ;  and  he  k^^f   ft>iTOw,   lamentation,  apd , 

0  kmun^  Jake  agreeably  «ge;  and  divides  tlie  frozen  coiiti- ' 

tore  dut  often  mentions  tie  ^^^^  ^^ni  the  region  of  fire,  and 

^ ;  and  he  makes  thefe  thereby  completes  the  map  of  Ucll 

rs  to  Aow  from  four  diffe-  ^^^  ^^  general  divifioni. 

Iters  and  empty  themfclves        ^,^         j-    l    f^  xs      ^:i    » 
bumii^  laki,  which  gives    rj  S89-  -:r-4«  V/J  Hon  Od.  J. 

:h  greater  idea  than  any  of    "   -'*  ' 

th^  poets.     B^fides  thefe     J"»  ^atis  terris  nivis  ^ue  dirm 
a  £fih  river  called  L^tJ^,     GrmuHnu  &c 
ime  in  Greek  fignifies  fir-  ,      «    »  .    ,  ^ 

,  and  its  waters  arc  faid  to  .^9^"^-- thai  SerbamaH  bog]  S^^ 
afion^d  that  quality.  Ma.  fP"*"  »*»  *  ^a^c  200  forlongs  an 
^^  ^       /  length  and   1000  m  compau  bo* 

tween  the  ancient  n[U)untain  Cafiiii  - 
odun  ad  Aominis  undam       ^M)d  Damiata  a  city  of  Egypt  op 
I  latices,  et  longa  ohiivia   one  of  the  more  eailem  mouths  of 
ant :  the  Nile.     It  was  furrounded  on 

.all  lides  by  hills  of  loofe  (ai4» 
tcm  attributes  the  fame  e(-  which  carried  into  the  water  ly 
;  and  defcribes  it  as  ajk^  high  winds  (o  thickened  Che  lal^» 
Jinam^  as  Lucan  had  done  .as  9ot  to  be  .di(tingni(h*d  from  part 
UD»  U.  )5s.  ;0f  .»fi  contioeiu*  lirh(»6.«holc  ar« 

siiet 


>? 


•* 
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Betwixt  Damkta  and  maabt  Cafius  old,  "%  j 

Where  armies  whole  have  funk:  the  parchkig  tk  1 
Burns  frore,  and  cold  performs  th'  efFed  of  fire.  jM 
Thither  by  harpy-footed  furies  hal'd  I 

At  tertain  revdudons  all  the  damn'd 
Are  brought;  and  feel  by  turns  the  bitter  change     j 
Of  fierce  extremes^  extrenMs  by  change  more  fierce^  I 
From  beds  of  raging  fife  to  AarVe  in  ice  606 

Their  £oh  ethereal  warmth,  and  there  to  pine 

Immoveablci 

mies  have  been  fwallow^d  up.  Read  diis  line  is  derived  from  the  fic^ 
Herodotus^  L.  3.  and  Luc.  Phar.  halen  or  the  French  Smbr,  wd 
VIII.  539.  &r.  therefore  ihoald  be  fpdc  as  it  ii 

Perfida  qua  teUos  Cafitt  excumt   ^^  ^^^^^    ^^^  ^^  ^ 

^^^*  ^oid.  Fairy  Queen.  B.  5.  Cant  ft 

£t  vada  teftantur  jundbs  JBgyptia  S^*  26. 

Syrtes,  i^c.    Hmme.  Who  rudely  haPd  her  IMi  with- 
505.  Bmms/ron,]  Frore  zn  old  outremorfe: 

word  for  frofty.    The  parching  air        ,  .  •    *.   ^        •    . 

bums  with  froft.     So  wc  ha4  in  f^^J^e jneet  with  h  femil  tmM 

Virg.  Georg.  1. 93-  in  Shakefpear. 

— Borea  pcnetrabile  frigus  adurat:  ^^^3-.  — / W  htrniJUck  Hfat.] 

This  orcunmance  of  the  daaneai 

and  in  Ecclus.  XLIII.  20, 2 1 .  When  fuffering  the  extremes  of  bait  aid 

the  coU  nvrth-nuind  hlvweth—^ii  di^  cold  by  turns  is  finely  inVented  10 

njouretb  tbt  mounfains^  and  bwmeth  aggravate  the  horror  of  the  dp- 

ibf  imUUrmefsy    and  com/mmttb    tbi  fcription,  and  feems  to  be  fbanded 

grafs  as  frt.    And  is  not  the  ex-  upon  Job  XXIV.  19.  botnoc  asit 

preflion  ufed  by  the  Pfaknift  of  the  is  in  the  Englifh  tnnflatioi^  botia 

Lke  nature?  7be fun  JbaU not  bwm  the  Vulgar  Latin  verfioo,  which 

tbee  by  day,  nor  tbe  wmn  by  mgbt^  Milton  mquendy  ufed.  Admwum 

Pfal.  CXXI.  6.  in  the  old  tramla-  lalorem  tramfemi  ab  aqms  mvMX 

tion  and  the  Septoagint  ?  La  bim  pafs  to  ixceffl^ft  bemifim 

596.  —  bibarfy-fittd  fmrits  nuatert  offaow.  And  fo  Jerom  ail 

battfl  The  woid  bsTd  in  other  commeotaton  nadbcftaad  k 

Tbcre 
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able,  in6x*d|  and  frozen  round, 
s  of  time,  thence  hurried  back  to  fire. 
r  fcny  over  this  Lethean  found 
Ub  to  and  fro,  thdr  forrow  to  augment,  66^- ,.' . 

\ad  wifli  and  ftruggle,  as  they  pafs,-  to  reac& 
[lie  tympring  ftream,  wiih  one  fai^U  drc^  to  1q&  * 
tk  fweet  fivgetfiihiefs  all  pain  and  woe, 
kll  m  one  moment,  and  io  near  the  brink) 
lat&te  vitbftands,  and  to  tipped  ^'attempt    6iO 
V  Meduik 

htnka  fiwpiii^likeirilcin  they  wen  fi  tea- tie  irlni,  (o  nev        « 

Wi^^lM^  Mtoe  tw  paniAunent  the  brim  and  forface  of  the  water,  f 

tv  mA  bjappofeil  locoiififtiii  yet  they  could  aoi  taftc  one  (^6p  *  •    f 

OnHC  heat  Or  extreme  cold;  but  of  it.  But  the  reafom  follow,  Am     * 

tefb  r*"iMtTf  are  not  made  alter-  wihfttmJi,  fua  obftant  as  it  u  la 

an,  nd  to  be  fuffer'd  both  jn  Virgil,  Aa.  IV.  4401  «W  MnIm^ 

var  nnU)  at  Milton  has  defcrib'd  vHih  Gorgtmam  terror  piardi   tbt 

aa,  and  dtcreby  has  greatly  re-  /"rd.     Mnlufa  via  one  of  the  Gor- 


I'd  and  impTOT'd   the    thought,  got)  monfteri,    whofe  lockt  1 

[cafiuc  tat  HcaTare,  ASi  III.  Icrpeots  fo  terrible  that  they  ti 

U   »-««.j:-    —,1  »« -,- 1,,.™™  *d  the  beh<Hderi  into  flOne.  Ulyfta 

''nSTJS^  ""Igo.wc  know  -^  n^^„  ^  defiro.«  of  i^g 


felifncaU 


jj»„,rt;««   .T.J  fn   "''*•*  "^  *"  departed  heron,  boc 
obftnidbon.  and  to   ,  ^„  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^.^^ 


IVi  fcnfible  warm  motion  to  be- 


633. 


ck)d{  aluIAedeiafc*.     M" /*"  hpJ'W  M?«Xw /*»«• 

cdfoUt  •'*"P» 

Hb  bane  in  Scry  floodi,   or  to     E$  AiiTS*  wtp|«»  syttiif  IIip^ 
nfWMu 


r^ons  of  thlck-iQ)bed 


Left  GoTgcm  rifine  Tvim  dt'mfer-' 
faal  l&ei. 


cioB  of  their  nUoy,  lh«  Uio'  »  "'■**•' 

JToh  I.  §  Should 


J»^  .     _<_        ^  ••      - 

,i  v^vgonttB  tttior  goards  ~v 

,^    .:u  of  iUiaf  the  water  flies 

„  .i  living  wight,  as  once  it  fled 

i  y^  ;g  ot"  Tantahs,    "Kius  roving  on 

[  1  ^oufus'd  aaith  forlorn,  th'  ladventrous  btuiA  6lJ 

With  fhucld'riifg  horror  pale,  and  eyes  a^^oftj 

View'd  firft  their  lamentable  tot,  and  found 

No  reft:  through  many  a  datk  and  dreary  Vfefe 

They  pafs'd,  and  many  a  region  dolcffOus, 

O'er  many  a  frozen,  many  a  fiery  Alp,  62a 

Rocks,  (^ves,  lakes,  fens,  bogs,dens,  and  fladiEsiif do^ 

A  Ibniverfe  of  deaths  which  God  by  curfe 

Created  evil,  fcr  evil  only  good, 

iGhOnld  fix  me,    AiSen'd  >t  the   fixes  all  thefe  nmlkn  aHcDIl 
monlbxNU  fight,  imitBDon  of  Virgil,  JEa.  VL  387. 

A  ftwiy  iinag«,  ia  etenul  night !  bcllaa  LciWe 

Broome.     Horrcndum  ftridem. 
So  Rightful  a.  creature  is  vety  pro-  annate  Chimxn, 

perl}'  feigi)*(l  by  oar  poet  to  guard  Gorgones  (sfc. 
ms  water.  And  bodes  »f  itfdf  Quinquaginta  a 
the  'water pa  their  laftt,  and  fcrves  bus  Hydra.    Ver.  yyiS. 

mAy  to  /<»/«/,*/  th«n.     Thi*  k  a    XaJTo  has  likewife  given  ftem 
«ne  alle^ry  tt  fhow  that  Aci«  ..      Uce  in  his  defcription  of  HdD,  ■ 
Boforgeifidncfsm  Hell.    Memory    j^„  j.^  copies  Vi™l'<  «»-^ 
makes  a  part  ot  the  punilimient  of  f^^  Cant.  4,  St  c 
the  damn'd,  and  reflc^bon  bat  in-  \         '  . 

crcafes  their  mifeiy.  Qi!'  ""■'^  munonde  Arfdc 

Iti,  emille 
628.    Gtrpnt,  au/  Ujirt!t,  and     Centauri,  e  Sfingi,  e  pdUdv'O 
CSwMniVrfw.]  Oi^  author  goni,  tff. 
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Where  all  Ii&  6ia$,  deafh  lives,  and  nature  breeds, 
Peirerfe,  all  monitrous,  all  prodigious  thiogs,      62  4 
Hbomiiud)!^  inutterabk,  and  worfe 
Than  fables  yet  have  feigii*d,  or  fear  ^nceiv'd, 
3orgons,  and  Hydra'a,  and  Chimara's  dire. 

Mean  while  the  Adrerlary*  of  God  and  Man, 
latan  with  thoughts  inflam'd  of  higlieft  defign,  630 
'uts  on  fwift  wbgs,  and  toVords  the  gates  of  Hell 
explores  his  foUtary  flight;  ibmetimes 
ffc  fcouFS  the  right  hand  coaft,  fometimes  the  left, 
^ow  (haves  widi  level  wing  the  deep,  then  ibars 
Jp  to  the  fiery  concave  towring  high,  1635 

\&  when  &r  off  at  Tea  a  6eet  dcfcry'd 

Hangs 

Then  were  Cebni»'s  foul  and  €j6.  Mvihmfartf  at  p-ati^.'l 

loathfome  roui.  Satan  letvring  hhb  is  here  corn- 
There  Sphiogn,  Cehwuw,  there  par'd  to  a  Beet  of  Indiamen  diTco- 

were  Gorgou  fell.  Vcr'd   at  3  diltance,    u  it  were. 

There  howling  Scylia's,  }'awliiig  hanging  in  tin  dvi-h,  a:  a  fleet  ct  ■ 

rouiMl  aboat,  diAance  feenu  to  do.     Thj.  b  the 

Hwre  rerpeots  Uf*,  there  lev^-  whole  of  the  comparifon ;  but  [as 

mmAd  H)>dri'i  yell,  Us,  Pcarcs  oblcrvetl  Milton  in  his 

ChiBJcn  there    fpue<    fire    and  fiAiilitudes   (as  i$  the  practice  of 

brimftone  out.     Fairfax.  Homer  and  Vir^l  ;oo]  af:e.-  he  bai 

to  km  much  better  has  Mkon    J^'l  J«  tHT"™  ^^'^''i  W 

Miprebendfid  dun  in  one  line  ?  ^^^^f^'*  the  I'b-'Y  ?f  ^^f  ""E 
'  into  fome    nnrtfemMing    cirJm- 

.614.  VmtifiMrvts  luith Ifotl miiwg  fiance;;  which  have  no  other  rela- 
te ^t^,}  Vii^-jEn.  V.  217.      tion  to  the  coinpariro:i,  than  that 

Kvlkilet  iiaiiMlHnfCfllerctJiWW  it  g^*e  him  the  hint,   and  39  it 

comniovet  alai,  were  let  fire  tp  chc  train  of  his 

|S  J  int^uioB, 
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Hangs  in  the  clouds,  by  equinoAIal  winds 
Clofc  failing  from  Bengala,  or  the  iles 
Of  Ternate  and  Tidore,  whence  merchants  bring 
Their  fpicy  drags:  they  on  the  trading  flood      64^ 
Through  the  wide  Ethiopian  to  the  Cape 
Ply  ftcmming  nightly  tow'ard  the  pole.  So  feem*d 

Far 

iiAftg^nation.  Bat  Dr.  Bendey  alka,  that  is  by  night  thejr  fail  north- 
why  a  JUtt  when  a  firft  rate  man  ward,  and  yet  (as  Dr.  Pearce  ikys) 
of  war  would  do?  And  Dr.  Pearce  by  day  their  fleet  may  be  defcrfi 
anfwers,  Becaufe  a  fleet  gives  a  banging  in  the  clouds.  So  fiemifir 
nobler  image  than  a  fingle  fliip.  eff  the  fylng  find:  Dr.  Bendcf 
And  it  is  a  fleet  of  Indiamen,  be-  afks,  whom  Satan  appeared  to  Ur 
caafe  coming  from  fo  long  a  off^  in  this  his  ySifi/jr^  ,/Kypirf  Bat 
Toyage  it  is  ue  fitter  to  be  com-  what  a  cold  phlegnudc  piece  of 
par'd  to  Satan  in  this  expedition;  criticiim  is  this?  It  ntty  be  in- 
andthefe  exotic  names  (as  Dr.  Bent-  fwefdy  that  he  was  feen  by  the 
ley  calls  them)  give  a  le(s  vulgar  Mufe,  and  would  have  feem*d  fi> 
caid  to  the  fimilitude  than  places  in  to  any  one  who  had  feen  him. 
our  own  channel  and  in  our  own  Poets  often  fpeak  in  diis  fflanoer, 
feas  would  havt  done.  This  fleet  and  make  themfelves  and  their 
is  defcrib'dv  hy  ipdnoBiai  nmnds^  readers  prefent  to  the  moft  retired 
the  trade-winds  blowing  about  the  fcenes  of*  aftion. 
equinodlial,  cUfe  failin^zid  there- 

fore  more  proper  to  be  compar  d        "45-    •«**  '^"^  tmwbU  tbt 

to  a  fingle  perfon.  from  Bengala,  a  ^^^      ^^^^^  \  ]  The  gates  had  nine 

kingdom  and  city  in  the  Eaff  Indies  ™^'  »»»«  pl«^»  J^c  liwnp  J  « 

fubjea  to  the  great  Mogul,  «r  thi  ^^^'nf  ^^  ™  <>^«'  Pocts  make 

iks  o/renuUi  and  Tidore,  two  of  their  heroes  ftiields,  tohavefevenl 

the  Molucca  ilands  in  the  Eaft  In-  wenngs  of  various  materials  for 

dian  fea.   'whence  merchants  tnng  ^e  greater  ftrength :    Ovid,  I4cL 

their  Jfncy  drugs,  the  moft  famous  '^A*  2« 

¥'^  T^}''V^v  ^"^  '^'r''^  ^/     ^ypd  dominus  feptempBdi 

the  Dutch  into  Europe  :/^/y.,i/^  Ajair     Bentln. 

trading  flood,  as  the  Winds  are  calld  ''                      -^ 

trade-imudsy  fo  he  calls  the  flood  647. — impatdwithcireiiMki^ 

troMngt  through  the  nvide  Ethiofian  Indofed,  psued  in  as  it  woe.    So 

fea  to  the  Cafe  of  Good  Hope,  fh  the  woid  u  nfed  in  Spoifer'k  Jfiit- 

Jtmrnng  mghtlj  inward  the  fHi^  fotmos,                                , 

And 


»^- 


f  Bodbn.      PARADISE  L^Qj^ST;  14*! 

■ 

'    Far  ofT die' flying  Fiend:  at  laft  appear 

L  Hell  bomids  high  reaching  to  the  horrid  roof, 

--    # 

^   And  thrice  threefold  the  gates ;  three  folds  were  brais,^ 

Three  iron,  three  of  adamantin  rock,  646 

Impenetrable,  ampal'd  with  circling  fire, 

'    yet  unconfum'd.    Before  the  gates  there  fat 

On 

And  mml  aboii^  ker  woik  (he  of  the  alleffoiy  (ayi  onlf  »  diat  Sft- 

did  inftJg  \  t99*s  intended  wcj^gs  was  dange* 

Vkh  a  mb  herder  mimx^  6t  rous  to  his  1>eing,  and  diat  he  le- 

6afm%men.  folded  h^wef^  to  Tenttue. 

It  is  <— iiifiifljr  applied  to  that  kind 

of  ciwiiiw,  when  a  pale  or  flake  The  flight  of  Satan  to  the  gates  of  ^ 
is  drovo  trough  a  malefadlor's  Hell  is  finely  imaged.  I  have  al- 
body.  And  perhaps  Milton  (as  ready  declared  my  oj^inion  of  the 
Mr.  Thyer  adds)  mighx  take  the  allegory  concerning  Sm  and  Death* 
hint  of  this  drcumflance  from  his  which  is  however  a  very  finiih*d 
£ivorite  romancesy  where  one  fre-  piece  in  its  kind,  when  it  is  not 
joently  meets  with  the  gates  of  confidered  as  a  part  of  an  epic 
inchanted  cafUes  x!li\i%  imfoTd  mtb  poem.  The  geaealogyx/ diie  fe- 
drclimg  fire.  Spenfer  sufo  in  hb  vend  jpcxfons  is  contrived  with 
defcription  of  the  houfe  of  Bofy-  gceataelicacy;  Sin  is  the  daughter  ' 
rane.  Fairy  Queen,  B.  3.  Cant  11,  of  Satan,  uui  Death  the  lAjpring 
St.  21.  of  Sin.     The  inceftuous  mixture 

between  Sii>  and  Death  prodooea 
But  in  the  poith  that  did  them  thofe  nionfters  and   Hell  hounds^  ^ 

fore  amate  which  from  time  to  time  enter  into 

A  flaming  £re,  ymixt  with  finoplr   their  mother,  and  tear  the  bowels 

dry  (moke  &c.  of  her   who   gave   them    birth. 

Thefe  are  the  terrors  of  an  evil 
6j^, -^^  Befvri  the  gatit  then  fia  cpnfcience,  and  the  proper  fruits 
&c.]  Hene  b^ins  the  famous  al-  of  Sin,  which  natnrtUy  rife  from 
leffory  of  Milton,  which  ii  a  fort  the  apprel^j^fions  of  Death.  This 
of  paraphrafe  on  that  text  of  the  laft  be^u^ful  moral  is,  I  think, 
ApdUe  St.  James,  I.  15.  Them  dearly  Ji^tiiiiated  in  the  fpeech  of 
mAem  Lmfi  both  emciived  it  bringtik  Sin,  where  complaining  of  this  her 
f§rtb  Sin,  and  Sin  wben  it  isfimjbid  dreadfid  iffue,  (he  adds, 
kringetb  firtb  Dtmb.  Th^firfipart 

S  J  Befbrt 


i^2 
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Gn  either  fide  a  formidable  fhape ; 
The  one  feem'd  woman  to  the  waile,  and  £air^ 
But  ended  foul  in  many  a  fcaly  fold 
Voluminous  and  yaft,  a  ferpent  arm'd 
With  mortal  fling:  about  her  middle  round 


650 


Before  mine  eyes  in  oppofition  fits 
Grim  Death  my  fon  and  foc»  who 

fets  them  on. 
And  me  his  parent  would  full  foon 

devour 
For  want  of  other  prey,  but  that 

he  knows 
His  end  with  mine  involved. 

I  need  not  mention  to  the  reader 
the  beautiful  circumftance  in  the 
lad  part  of  thib  quotation.     He 
will  likewifc  cbferve  liow  naturally 
the  three  pcrfons  concerned  in  this 
allegory  are  tempted  by  one  com- 
mon intcrcfl  to  enter  into  a  confe- 
deracy together,  and  how  properly 
Sin  is  made  the  portrefs  of  llell, 
and  the  on^y  being  that  can  open 
the  gates  to  that  world  of  tortures. 
fhe  defcriptive  part  of  this  alle- 
gory is  likcwife  very  flrong,  and 
full  of  fublime  ideas.     The  figure 
of  Death,   the  regal  crown  upon 
his  head,  hi:»  menace  of  Satan,  his 
advancing  to  the  comba*-,  the  out- 
cry at  his  birth,  are  circumftances 
too  noble  to  be  paft  over  in  f.lencc, 
and  e.xcremely  fuitable  to  this  /vVj^ 
vf  terrors,     I  need  not  mention  the 
jufaicD   of  thought  which  is  ob- 
fcrvcd  in  the  ccneraiion  of  thefe 
feveral    rymb-.hcal    perfons ;    that 
Sin  was  produced   upon  the  firit 


revolt  of  Satan,  that  Deadi  ap- 
peared foon  after  he  was  caft  into 
(fell,  and  that  the  terron  of  co^ 
fcience  were  conceived  «e  (ko  gate 
of  this  place  of  torments.  Tke 
defcription  of  the  gates  is  Tcry  poe- 
tical, as  the  opening  of  them  is  foil 
of  Milton's  fpirit.  AMJn. 

But  tho'  Mr.  Addifon  cenfuct  this 
famous  allegory,  as  improper  for 
an  epic  poem;  yet  Biihop  Atter- 
bury,  wfaofe  tafte  in  poHte  littert- 
ture  was  never  queftionM„'  feems 
to  bs  much  more  aife^ted  with  this 
than  any  part  of  the  poem,  as  I 
think  we  may  colled  from  one  of 
his  letters  to  Mr.  Pope.     "  1  re- 
turn you  your  Milton,  fays  He, 
and  —  I  proteft  to.yoo,  dns 
lall  pcrufal  of    him  has  ^ivea 
me   fuch   new  degrees,    I  will 
"  not  fay  of  pleafure,   but  of  ad- 
''  miration  and  aflonifhrnent,  that 
I   look  upon  the  fublimicy  of 
Homer  and  the  majefty  of  Vir- 
gil with  fomewhat  lefs  reverence 
<'  than  1  us'd  to  do.      I  challei^e 
*'  you,    with   all   your  partiality, 
**  to  ihow  me  in  the  finl  of  thci'e 
any  thing  equal  to  the  allegory 
of  Sin  and  Deaih,  cither  as  to 
the  grcatncfs  and  juftnefs  of  the 
'^  invention,    or  the   highth   and 
beauty  of  the  coloring.    What  I 

'<  looked 
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1 
Aay9S  H^U  bQMB4?  mm  ce^g  bark'd 

With  wide  Qn^tim  4|oi>tbs  full  laud,  and  rung  655 

A  hideous  p^l}  f9t,  whm  4^y  tj^  WQuld  creep. 

If  ought  di^nurh'd  thdk  ngiii^a  into  her  wpoxb, 

And  ke'ifnypl  |t]i|i9e,  y<|t  jt^fqe  ftiU  bark'd  np^  l^owPd. 

Within 


^  looked  ugmk  as  a  fut  ef  Bar* 
^  row*8y  I  now  begin  to  think  a 
**  ferioas  tnydbt  afd  coidd  alm^ 
f'  venture  torn  my  hand  to  it, 

cmflBB  Diitauir* 
MfWtidiBtranas,  Virgiliimi  ca- 
fices* 

649.  €«  ^tifer  fidi  a  firmiahU 
Jbape ;  ]  The  fiffure  of  Death 
h  prct^  wdl  tx*d  and  agreed  upon 
hy  poets  and  painters :  but  the  de- 
fcnpdon  of  Sim  feems  to  be  an  im- 
provement upon  that  thought  in 
iforace,  De  Art.  Poet.  4. 

Definit  in  jufcem  mulier  formofa 
fapeme. 

And  it  is  not  improbable,  that  the 
author  might  have  in  mind  too 
Spenfer^s  defcription  of  Error  in 
the  mixM  fhape  of  a  woman  and 
ai  ferpent,  Fairy  Queen,  B.  i.  C.  i, 
Su  14. 

Half  like  a  ferpent  horribly  dif- 

pky'd, 
Pit  th^  other  half  did  woman's 

ihape  retain,  tfc. 

And  alfo  the  image  of  Echidnf^ 
9. 6.  C*  6«  St.  10. 


Yet  did  ^er  ^uc^  ai^d  Anpfr 

£art8  profefs 
,  tf  ypune  naidfo^  full  pjE 
comely  glee ;  " 
^Qt  all  her'  hinder  yofts  d^ 
plain  exprefs 

A  mqiitreqs  df^qa,  loll  of  fef»» 

ful  uglinefs. 

The  addition  of  the  Hell  hounds 
aboot  her  middle  is  plainlv  copied 
from  Scylla,  sjs  fpjpefurs  from  the 
following  ijmil*.  I  had  almoft 
forgot  that  Hefiqd^s  Echidna  is  de* 
fcriped  half-wo0iaii  and  half-fer* 
pent  as  well  f^.tij/fx^X  Thcqg. 
298. 

H/Xltf-V  ^*  0in%  9lA4»^  0f/F>  Z^- 

654.  A  cry  of  Heif'bounJs  never 
ceafing  Lark^/]  Dr.  Bcntley 
reads  A  crue  of  H  U-hounds^  &:c. 
but  Mikon's  or  of  Hell-hounds  is 
of  much  the  fame  poetical  ftamp  as 
Virgil's  ruunt  eqvites  et  odor  a  caitum 
wiSf  Mn,  TV,  ijz.  where  what  is 
proper  to  the  cianei  is  faid  of  the 
'vis;  as  here  what  h  proper  to  the 
Hell-hounds  is  {aid  of  the  cry.  We 
have  the  fame  way  of  Ipcaking  in 
•VI.  212.  VII,  66.  and  cliewh^rc. 

Pearcu 

S  4  66p.  Fe^'d 
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Within  unfeen.    Far  le&  abhorr'd  than  thefe 
Vcx'd  Scylla  bathbg  in  the  lea  that  parts  66d 

Calabria  from  the  hoarfe  Trinacrian  (hore : 
Nor  uglier  follow  the  nigiht-hag,  when  call'd 
In  fecrct,  riding  through  the  air  (he  comes, 
Lur'd  with  the  finell  of  infant  blood,  to  dance 
With  Lapland  witches,  while  the  laboring  moon  66^ 
Eclipfes  at  their  charms.    The  other  (hape. 
If  (hape  it  might  be  call'd.that  (hape  had  nonp 
Diftingui(hable  in  member^  joint,  or  iiaibj. 


660.  Vtx^i  B<^tta,  bathing  in  the 
fea]  For  Circe  having  poi- 
fonM  tnat  part  of  the  fea  where 
Scylla  ufed  to  badie,  the  next  time 
Scylla  bathed,  her  lower  parts 
were  changed  hto  dogs,  in  the  fea 
that  parts  Calahriay  the  fartheft 
part  of  Italy  towards  the  Mediter- 
ranean, frcm  the  hoarfe  Trinacrian 
Jhore^  that  is  from  Sicily,  which 
was  formerly  called  Trinacria  from 
Its  three  promontories  lyine  in  the 
form  o^  a  triangle :  and  this  (hore 
may  well  be  called  hoarfe  not  only 
by  reafon  of  a  tempefhious  fe^ 
breaking  upon  it,  but  likewife  on 
account  of  the  noifes  qccafion'd 
by  the  eruptions  of  mount  ^^tna ; 
and  the  number  of  r's  in  this  vtrh 
vtry  well  exprefs  the  hoarfnefs  of 
it.  You  have  the  ftory  of  Scylla 
in  the  beginning  of  the  14th  book 
of  Ovid^  Metamorphous,  vcf. 
J9.  &^f« 


Scylla  venit,  mediaqoe  tenos  de« 

fcenderat  alvo; 
Cum  fua  foedari  ktrantiboi  i^ 

guina  monihis 
Afpicit :    ac  primo  non  .aedeot 

corporis  illas 
EiTe  fui  partes,  refugitqoe,  alng^* 

que,  timetque 
Ora  proterva  canum ;  fed  qoos  fh- 

git,  attrahit  una. 
£t  corpus  quaerens  femorum,  cni> 

rumquet  pedumque, 
Cerbereos  riaus  pro  partibns  in- 

venit  ilua. 
Statque  canum  rabies ;  fubjeda* 

que  terga  ferarum 
Ingumibus  truncis  uteroque  ez* 

ftante  coh^eivt. 

The  Cerberean  mouths  in  MiltOD  is 
plainly  after  the  Cerbereos  riaus  fa 
Ovid. 


(^65. the  lab'Hng  mom\  The 

Ancienu  believed  (he  moon  gre$tl|f 
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Hi 


>r  fuhftance  might  be  call'd  that  fhadow  feem'd^ 

or  each  feem'd  either ;  black  it  flood  as  Nighty    6j^ 

ierce  as  ten  Furies^  terrible  as  Hell, 

Lod  ihook  a  dreadful  dart;  wl)at  feem'd  his  head 

^he  likenefs  of  a  kingly  crown  had  on, 

itan  was  now  at  hand^  and  from  his  feat 

lie  monfter  moving  onward  came  as  &A,  67^ 

l^ith  horrid  ibides.  Hell  |rembled  as  he  fbode. 

Ti'  widaunted  Fiend  what  this  might  be  admir'd^ 

idmir'd^  not  fear'd;  God  and  his  Son  except. 

Created 

Refled  by  magical  pradlices,  and  670. — Hack  it  flood  as  Ni^ht^SiQ.'] 
e  Latin  peets  call  the  eclipfes  of  Like  the  ghoJl  defcribed  in  Homer* 
e  moon  lahores  iurnr.     The  three    OdyiT.  XL  605. 


•regoing  lines,  and  the  former 
irt  of  this  contain  a  fhort  account 
what  was  once  believM,  and  in 
ilton*s  time  not  fo  ridiculous  as 
fW.     Ricbardfon. 

666.  The  other  Jbape  &c.]  This 
etical  defcription  of  Death  our 
thor  has  pretty  evidently  bor- 
ived  from  Spenfcr.  Fairy  Queen, 
7.  Cant.  7.  St.  46. 

(ut  after  all  came  Life>  and  lafUy 
Death, 


TviJLVOV  TP^OK  *Xl^»  ^  *'''*  ''^''^ 

fsif^tp  tiVor, 

Gloomy  as  night  he  (lands,  in  zGt 
to  throw 

Th*  aereal  arrow  from  the  twang- 
ing bow.        Broomed 

678.  —  God  and  hh  Son  except ^ 
Created  thing  nought  njaluedhe  nor 
Jhtmndi\   This  appears  at 


>eath  with  moft  grim  and  grifly    firfl  (ight  to  reckon  God  and  hit 

Son 

^eft 


vifage  feen.  Son  amone  created  things,  but  ex*^ 

of   cept  is  ufcd  here  with  the  fame  li- 


Tet  is  he  nought  but  parting 

the  breath,  berty  as  hut  ver.  333  and  336,  and 

^e  ought  to  fee,  but  like  a  (hade  Milton  has  a  like  pa(rage  in  his 

to  ween,  profc  works,   p.  277.  Edit.  Tol. 

Jnbodied,  unfool'd,  unheard,  un-  Ifo  fiace  in  Heaven  and  Earthy  ex- 

fccn.     Tiytr.  «^i^— -«               l^ichardfqo. 

68j.  — JK.^ 


i 
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Creattd  thing  nought  vihie^  he  do-  fimnh'd  g 
And  widi  diTdainiuI  bole  Ifatu  firft  began. 

Whence  and  whit  art  thoo,  execrable  ih)q>ei 
That  dar'ft,  though  gnm  and  terrible,  adwuxe 
Thy  mifcreated  front  adkwart  my  way 
To  yonder  gates.?  through  them  I  mean  to  pafi, 
That  be  alTur'd,  without  leave  aik'd  of  thee: 
Reti^,  or  taile  thy  folly%  and  learn  by  proof. 
Hell-bom,  not  to  conterfH  with  Spi'rits  of  Heaveo«T 

To' whom  the  goblin  foil  of  wrath  reply'd. 
Art  thou  that  traitor  Angel,  art  thou  He, 
Who  firft  broke  peace  in  Heav'n  and  faith,  till  6cal 
Unbroken,  and  in  proud  rebcDious  arms  691 

Drew  after  him  the  third  part  of  Heav'n's  Cobs 
Conjiir'4  againft  Ae  Hig'heft,  for  which  both  thoD 

Aod 

(,%$. '—- tm/i-rrate^f]  We  have  I  mem  not  thee  intcett 

been  told  thai  Milton  firft  coin'd  To  fafs;    but  mauger  ihee 

the  word  mfcrtattd,    but  Spenfer  pafj,  or  die.     Jerthi. 

died  it  before  him,  uFairy  Queen,  ,        _            .... 

B.  I.  Cant.  a.  St.  %.  ^*-  "'''^  "fi""  *•*•  '^  '— 

EftfooM  he  took  that  mjcrmtd  opfmon,  k  we  noted  before,  «KaJ 

""^-  ded  on  Rev.  XII.   3,  4.  Xehtf  1 

indB.  z.  Cant.  7.  St.  4.2.  great  rtd irugutt  —aniHsUiUrm 

Nor  mortal  fteeleiapiereehiiaj/-  the  third  fart  tf  ihc  finn  ^  " 

trtattd  mold.     Btmlty.  omJ  '«fl  ibtm  ti  iht  cartb.                  ^ 

684.  —  tbmngbthtm  Imtml*  6<)yC<»yardcgi.!ii/£imiSg'ii/,\ 

fa//,  Ix.  ]   Spenfer.  Psiiy  Baiid^  and  )e^ued  logcthet  ^  n 

Qu«eD«&.  !)■  CuiC-4.  Stij.        ^  gai&athemoHMigh.  Ofdwii^iyl 


-  »  •  '  ■  1 

h  #■         • 
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>Ad  they,  outeaft  froq}  God,  are  here  condemned 
Bo  wafte  eternal  days  in  wee  and  pain  ?  .  t^m 

kod  reckofl'ft  thoa  thyfelf  with  Spi'rits  of  Heaven^ 
Iell*doom'4  ^d  teeath'ft  defiance  here  and  foani 
Vhere  I  reign  king,  and  to  ibragp  thee  more, 
Thy  king  and  Ibrd?  Back  to  thy  puniflunent, 
Uie  fugitive,  and  to  thy  fpeed  add  wings^         yoQ 
eft  with  a  whip  of  fcorpions  I  purfue 
liy  lingring,  cr  with  one  Anke  of  this  dart 
trange  horror  feife  thee',  and  pangs  unielt  before; 
So  fpakc  the  grifly  terror,  and  in  (hape, 
9  fpeaking  and  fo  threatning,  grew  tenfold        705 
(ore  dreadful  and  deform :  on  th'  other  fide 
icens'd  with  indignation  Satan  flood 

fntcrrify'd,  and  like  a  comet  burn'd,  : 

That 

^are  to  bind  one  another  by    himfelf  a  Spirit  of  Heaven.    CoflU' 

th  to  be  true  and  faithful  in  a  de-    pare  vcr.  687  with  ver.  696. 

pi  ondertaken,  Pearctm 

k  amwruHis  ccelum  rcfcindere  fra-    ^"^^'^  *«^^'^' ^  'V^'*  ^''''f  ^'  ^^'l 
trcs.         Virg.  Georp.  I.  280.    The  ancient  poets  frequently  cora- 

Ut  a^uraio  defccndens  Dacus  ab  P^  »  *^«^o  ^"^  \\^  fiuning  armour 

lOro.  Gcorg.  II.  497.     Hum.  ^  »  ^o°»«''  "  ^^%^  ^^'  X-  272. 

^        *•  f,  ,     , .-.  «    o        If  Non  fecus  ac  liquida  fi  quanda 

^J'^^'^lffA  ^'  S^^^^A'''^  node  cometje 

Bed  Death  Hiaom,  yer   CSj,      gang.inei  lugubrc  rubcnt 

ath  seturns  it  by  calhng  Satan  ^            ^ 
U'^bm^.  But  this  comet  is  fo  large  as  to  /rr 
700.  Fal/e/ugih'*ve,]  He  is  here  /i6r/nif/*«/thc  conilellationO/^/W- 
Icd/tfAt  becaufe  he  had  called  ciuj  or  Anguijen^ns,  or  Serpenu- 
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That  fires  the  length  of  Ophwchus  huge 
In  th*  arftic  fky,  and  from  his  horrid  hair  7 

Shakes  peftilence  and  war.    Each  at  the  head 
LevePd  his  deadly  aim ;  their  fatal  hands 

No  fecx)nd  ftroke  intend,  and  fuch  a  frown 
Each  caft  at  th'  other^  as  when  two  black  douds. 

With  Heav'n's  artillery  fraugjit^  come  rattling  on 
Oyer  the  Cafpian,  then  (land  front  to  firont  7 

Hovering  a  fpace,  till  winds  the  fignal  blow 
To  join  their  dark  encounter  in  mid  air: 
So  firown'd  the  mighty  combatants,  that  Hell 

Gn 


xius  as  it  is  commonly  call*dy  a 
length  of  about  40  degrees,  in 
ih*  mrSic  fyy  or  the  noraiem  he- 
jnifphere,  ami  /rem  h^  herridhmr 
Jhaktt  feJHlince  and  nuar.  Poetry 
delights  in  omens,  prodigies,  and 
fach  wonderful  events  a$  were  fup- 
pofed  to  follow  upon  the  appear- 
ance of  comets,  eclipfes,  and  the 
like.  We  have  another  inHance 
of  this  nature  in  I.  598.  and  TafTo 
in  the  fame  manner  compares  Ar- 
gantes  to  a  comet,  and  mentions 
the  like  fatal  effedb.  Cant.  7.  St.  52. 

Qual  con  le  chiome  fanguinofe 

horrende 
Splender  cometa  fuol  per  Taria 

aduflnj 
Phe  i  regni  muta,  e  i  feri  morbi 

adduce, 
4i purporei tinumi infaufta  lace. 


As  when  a  comet  far  and  1 

defcried. 
In  fcom  of  Phoebus  midft  br 
Heav'n  doth  (hi|ie. 
And  tidings  fad  of  death 

mifchief  brings 
To  mighty  lords,  to  monar 
and  to  kings.       Fairia: 

714.  — flx  <wben  two  black  ch 
^c]  It  is  highly  probs 
that  Milton  took  the  hint  of 
noble  fimile  from  one  of  the  i 
fort  in  Boiardo's  Orlando  Ina 
rato,  tho'  it  muft  be  own*d  dial 
has  exceird  the  Italian  much,  I 
in  the  variety  of  its  circumfian 
and  the  propriety  of  its  appl 
tion.  Boiardo  is  defcrihiDg  an 
counter  betwixt  Orlando  his  \ 
and  the  Tartar  king  Agricanc, 
begins  it  thus,  B.  1.  C.  16. 
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ISrew  darker  at  their  £rown,  fo  match'd  they  ftood; 
For  never  but  once  m6re  was  either  like  ^2 1 

^o  meet  fo  great  a  foe:  and  now  great  deeds 
Had  been  achiev'd,  whereof  all  Hell  had  rung,' 
Had  not  the  fnaky  forcerefs  that  fat 
Fail  by  Hell  gate,  and  kept 'the  fatal  key,  725 

lUs'n,  and  with  hideous  outcry  rufh'd  between. 
O  Father,  what  intends  thy  hand,  (he  cry'd, 
Againfl  thy  only  Son  ?  What  fury*,  O  Son, 
^oflefles  thee  to  bend  that  mortal  dart  729 

Againft  thy  Father's  head?  and  know'fl  for  whom; 

For 

Be  Tcdifte  mfieme  xn^  fcontrar     Or  as  when  clouds  together  cra(h*d 

dua  toni  and  bruifed. 

Da  Levante  a  Ponente  al  ciel  di-     Poor  down  a  tempeft  by  the  Ctf- 

verfo,  fian  fhore. 

Cofi  proprio  s'urtar  quel  dua  ba-  a    i  r  r 

rbni.        Jhjtr.  7?2.  -— >  frif'  *  A  0  Jcfuj 

-^  Chnft  who  (as  it  follows  vcr.  734.) 

71c.— -H<faa;V/flr/i7/frj>]  Thun-   will  one  day  deftroy  both  Death. 

der.  Juv.  Sat.  XIII.  9.  and  blm  that  has  tbt  power  of  dimth 

^  .       .,  t   t     ^      1  that  is  the  Devii,  Heb.II.  14. 

Quicquid  habent  telorum  arma-  ^ 

mentaria  cceli.     Hume.  730. anJ  inow*flfir  whom ;  ] 

716.  Over  the  Ca/pian,]    That  Thefc  words  are  read  with  a  femi- 

fea  being  particularly  noted    for  co^o^^  *«  Milton's    own    editions, 

ftorms  and  tcmpefts.     So  Horace,  and  not  with  a  note  of  interroga- 

Od.  II.  IX.  2.  ^°^'  .^  ^!?  '°"^®  others :    and  the 

*    '  -,  ^ .  meaning  is,  at  the  fame  time  that 

Non  mare  Qafpum  ^/^  knoweftfor  m/hom;  Cum  noris 

Vcxant  inxquales  proceU«  bene  cui  facias  hoc ;  as  Dr.  Trapp 

Uique tranllates  it.      If  this  is  not  tho 

And  &  Fairfax,  inTaflb,  Cant.  6.  fenfe  of  the  words,  they  muft  be 

St.  38.  ^^  with  a  note  of  intcnx)gation. 

737.  S0 
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Forli&m  vIk)  iks  atiove  and  laug^  die  wliSe 
At  thee  ordam**d  his  dradge,  §6  execute 
Whatever  his  wradi,  vAAch  he  calls  juftice,  l^s 
His  wrath,  whidi  one  day  wfl  dcftroy  yc  bofli. 

She  fpake,  and  at  her  words  the  hellifh  peft    7 
Forbore,  then  thefe  to  her  Satan  retam'd» 

So  ftrange  thy  outcry,  and  thy  words  fo  fttangc'^i 
Thou  interpofeft,  that  ixiy  fodden  hand 
Prevented  fparcs  to  tell  thee  yet  by  deeds  A 

What  it  intends;  till  firft  I  know  of  diee»  7^ 

What  thing  thou  art,  thus  double-form'd,  and  why*  - 
In  this  infernal  vale  iirft  met  thou  cairft 
Me  Fadier,  and  that  phantafin  call'ft  my  Sofii 
I  know  thee  not,  nor  ever  law  till  now 
Sight  more  deteftable  than  him  and  thee.  74JJ 

T'  whom  thus  die  portrefs  of  Hell  gate  reply*dji 
Haft  thou  forgot  me  then,  and  do  I  feem 
Now  in  thine  eye  fo  foul  ?  once  deemed  Co  £ur 
In  Heav'n,  when  at  th'  aflembly,  and  in  fight 


Of 

737*  So  Jfra$ige  thy  WKten,  »ul  So  ftrange  thy  oatay,   and  dqf 

thy  *worJs  /•  ftrmtigi^    The  words  ib  nmn. 

duiBgeiathe  poiitionof  mewords  How  flat,  lifelefs,  and 

/&  froHgt  in  this  verfe  has  a  pe-  nious,  compared  with  the 

ca&ar  MUittr  in  it,  which  Dr.  BoiC*  reading! 

^^•alteratiOB^f  the  latter /r«i|p  7^S.  Omi  rf  thy  hnii  tj^rmgili 

.iott)  JMp  utterly  dAi^i*  Sm  is  righdy  made  to  ipnqi  cMl 


T  ■' 
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alldieStovpiiimWithtlMet^  ^55 

bold  Gonfpinu^  tc^isSi  Heav'n's  kiiig, 

on  a  fbdden  mHerable  f»m 

prii*d  dic^  dkn  dam  eyts,  tttd  diszjr  fwnoi 

darknefs^  whfle  tby  IWEid  dames  duck  lad  fiift 
rew  forth^  till  on  the  left  '^e  opening  wide,    yig^ 
jtH  to  ^ee  in  ftape  tfnd  eoufit^nance  brighi^ 
en  fhining  hfeflt'^nly  !fair,  a  <3oddefs  strm'd 
t  of  thy  lletd  I  ilprang :  iama2«meigt  feis'd  . 

th*  hoft  of  Heav'n ;  baA  they  tecoffd  afraid 

firft,  and  call'd  me  Sin,  and  for  a  iigA  76CJ 

tentous  heild  me ;  but  familiar  grown, 

leasM,  and  with  attraftive  graces  won 

e  moft  averfe,  thee  chiefly,  who  fiill  offc 

f felf  in  me  thy  perfect  image  viewing 

am*  ft  enamoured,  and  fuch  joy  thou  took 'ft  765 

th  me  in  fecret,  that  my  womb  conceived 

;rowing  burden.     Mean  while  vmt  arofe, 

1  fields  were  fgught  in  Reav'aj  wherein  remained 

(For 

le  head  of  Satan,  as  Wifdom  neira  vulgarly  afcribed  to  Homer. 
iGnerva  did  out  of  Jupiter*s  :  And  what  follows  feems  to  be  tfi 
Milton  defcribes  the  birth  of  hint  improv'd  upon  Minerva's  bc- 
one  very  much  ia  the  fame  ing  ravifh'd  ibon  after  her  birth 
iHETy  as  the  ancient  poets  have  'by  Vulcan,  as  we  nav  learn  from 
of  die  other,  and  particalarly  Lucian.  Dial.  Vakam  Sc  Jovis*  is 
aathor  of  chc  hyom  to  Mi-  rDc  Domo. 

771.— /J# 


A- 
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(For  what  could  dfe?)  to  oor  almighty  &c 
Clear  vidoryj  tb  oiir  part  lofs  and  rout  ^ 

Through  all  the  empyrean ;  down  they  fell  .  ;♦ 
Driv'n  headlong  from  the  pitch  of  Heaven^  dawn  i 
Into  this  deep,  and  in  the  general  fail  1 

I  alfo;  at  which  time  this  powerful  key 
Into  my  hand  was  giv'n,  with  charge  to  keep    77^ 
Thefe  gates  for  ever  fhut,  which  none  can  pais 
Without  my  ojpening.    Peniive  here  I  £tt  j 

Alone,  but  long  I  fat  not,  till  my  womb 
Pregnant  by  thee,  and  now  exceffive  grown 
Prodigious  motion  felt  and  rueful  throes.  78^ 

At  lafl  this  odious  o%ring  whom  thou  feefl 
Thine  own  begotten^  breaMng  violent  way 

Tor 

771.  *---  ifc  «rtf^/tf* ;  3   tt  b  There  it  no  way  of  fehing  tl 

fcmewhat  remariuble  that  tho'  the  difficulty,  unlefs  we  faroofe  wk 

words  entfjreal  and  emfyretm  are  Dr.  Heylih  that  the  word  flrtprw 

both  fpelt  in  the  Tame  manner,  yet  is  falfe  fpelt»  and  that  it  oml  1 

Milttm  oooftantly  pronoonces  m-  be  written  tmfyrid  if  i  fgcw    i 

tfrud  with  the  accent  upon  the  Greek,   and   the   odier  mfgrk, 

ndrd  iyiUbl(!  from  the  end»  and  %iMr%*p<ff^i                      >^ 

gmfyrion  with  the  accent  upon  the  786.  --^nmdiJBtf^  hisfMimi 

lecond.    I  once  imagined  that  he  So  Virgil  of  ^neas  gou^  to  Id 

<Kd  it  to  difUneoiih  the  fubftantive  Tamos,  ^n.  XII.  919^ 

from  the  adjeSive;  but  I  find  one     r«««A-«*:  *  /      a?——  i!-i-i.  « 
inftance  where  he  ufes  the  word     Cundanu /.A«.  .Ene« /irftrfr  H 

fmlyrean  as  an  adjedive,  and  yet  '^^    • 

fives  it  the  iame  accent  as  when  789.  Tr9m  alihtr  t^tnntt  mdhm 

e  makes  it  a  fobflantive,  X.  321.  refitaulid]  An  imV'^^  ^ 

The  confines  met  of.  empyrean  VirgO,  Ma.  II.  53. 

Jfeavn.  laSfam 
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Tore  through  my  entrails,  that  with  fear  and  pain 
i'DIilorted,  all  my  nether  fliape  thus  grew 
Transibrm'd :  but  he  my  inbred  enemy  78  c 

»     _ 

'Forth  iflued)  brandiihing  his  fatal  dart 
Made  to  deftroy :  I  fled,  and  cry'd  out  Death ; 
Hell  trembled  at  the  hideous  name,  and  figh*d 
From  all  her  caves,  and  back  refounded  Death. 
I  fled,  but  he  purfued,  (though  more,  it  feems,  790 
Inflam'd  with  luft  than  rage)  and  fwifter  far, 
Me  overtook  his  mother  all  difmay'd. 
And  in  embraces  forcible  and  foul 
Ingendring  with  me,  of  that  rape  begot 
Thefe  yelling  monfters,  that  with  ceafelefs  cry     795 
Surround  me,  as  thou  faw'il,  hourly  conceived 

And 

Jafonaere  cavae,  gcmitumque  dc-    only  Death  is  made  the  laft  word  in 
derc  cavema.     Hume.  the  fentence,  and  Eurydice  for  the 

fake  of  the  verfe  the  firft.     There 
Ified  mi  eryd  out  Death •  and   is  the  like  repetition  in  Eel.  VI.  43. 

ia,k  refomuled  Death,     The  repeti-      His  adjungit,    ///«,  naut*  quo 
bon  of  Death  here  is  a  beauty  of  ^J^^  ^^y^^J^  H 

Oie  fame  kind  as  that  of  the  name      ciamaffent ;  ut  littus,  Hyla.  Hyla, 
If  Eurjd^u  m  Virgil  Georg.  IV.  omne  fonaret.  ^  '    -^^ 

5*5- 

7q6.  —  a$  thoufanu^fty  ]    One 

£«f>dSrr/ff  vox  ipfaetfrigida  lingua,  would  think  it  fhould  be   as  thou 

Ah  TSAizTZssL  Eur^diceriy  anima  fu-  feeft\    but  we  mud  fuppofe  that 

giente»  vocabat ;  now  at  this  time  thefe  monflers 

Eurydieem  toto  referebant  flumine  were  crept  into  her  womb,  and  lay 

rip£ :  there  unleen. 
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And  hourly  born,  with  forrow  infinite 

To  me;  for  when  they  lift,  into  the  womb 

That  bred  them  they  return,  and  howl  and  gnaw 

My  bowels,  their  repaft;  then  burfting  forth      8<» 

Afreih  with  confcious  terrors  vex  me  round. 

That  reft  or  intermiffion  none  I  find. 

Before  mine  eyes  in  oppofition  fits 

Grim  Death  my  fon  and  foe,  who  fets  them  on. 

And  me  his  parent  would  fiiU  foon  devour  8oj 

For  want  of  other  prey,  but  that  he  knows 

His  end  with  mine  involv'dj  and  knows  that  I 

Should  prove  a  bitter  morfel,  and  his  banc. 

Whenever  that  fhall  be;  fo  fete  pronounc'd. 

But  thou,  O  Father,  I  forewarn  thee,  fliun        8i» 

His  deadly  arrow ;  neither  vainly  hope 

To  be  invulnerable  in  thofe  bright  arms. 

Though  temper'd  heav'nly,  for  that  mortal  dint. 

Save  he  who  reigns  above,  none  can  refift. 

She  finilh'd,  and  the  fubtlc  Fiend  his  lore     '  815 
Soon  learn'd,  now  milder,  and  thus  anfwer'd  fmootb. 

Dor 

800. Ji/alt  fruunc" J.]  The  I.  5.  A/©- ^*  (t«*mtb  P»XI.  Sc 

Hcaihm  poeaoiMke  Jupiter  fujw-  fata  Deijin  rex  Ibrtknr,  yiMbM 

nor  w  fate :    the  will  of  Jupiter  vice«,  fsyi  Virgil,   ^n.  ItL  Jjj. 

wu  pecfijtm'd.  la/i  Hokicr,  lliwl.  Et  fie  fiua  Jovi)  porcun^  iBa. Jr. 
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Daughter,  fince  thou  ckm'ft  me  for  thy  fire, 

my  fair  (on  here  ihow'ft  me,  the  dear  pledge 

lalliance  had  with  tliee  in  Heav'n,  and  joys 

J  fweet,  now  fad  to  mention,  through  dire  change 

I'n  us  unforefeen,  unthought  of;  know        821 

ne  no  enemy,  but  to  fet  free 

1  out  this  dark  and  difmal  houfe  of  pain 

him  and  ■Aee,  and  alt  the  hcav'nly  hoft       .*  -•  ■ 

piVits,  that  in  our  jaft  prctenca  srm'<d        ^k  4 

mth  us  from  on  high:  frtftn  fhem  I  go  * 

uncouth  errand  fole,  and  one  for  aH 

;lf  expofe,  with  lonely  fteps  to  tread 

infounded  deep,  and  through  the  void  invne^.  t^ 

rarch  with  wand'ring  queft  a  place  foretold   .8^     .-. 

Id  be,  and,  by  concurring  figns,  erenow 

ed  vaft  and  round,  a  place  of  blidK 

e  pourlieus  of  Heav'n,  and  therein  plac'd 

!e  of  i^jftart  creatures,  to  fupply 

ips  our  vacant  room,  though  more  rcmov'd,  83  5 

Heav'n  furcharg'd  with  potent  multitude 

Migh/ 

Bat  Milton  with  great  pro-  817.  Dear  DBUgbitr,'\  Sitiahad 

nakes  ikis  fall'n  Angels  tnd  now  learned  bit  lore  or  lefibn,  and 

re  attribute  events  eo  fan,  6ie  reader  will  obrcrre  how  art- 

:  any  mentioa  of  the  So-  fully  he  changes  hu  laoguigef  he 

Bciiig.  T  2                                   had 
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Might  hap  to  move  new  broils :  Be  this  or  ought       I 

Than  this  more  fecret  now  defign'd,  I  liafte 

To  know,  and  this  once  known,  (hall  foon  return. 

And  bring  ye  to  the  place  where  Thou  and  Death 

Shall  dwell  at  eafe,  and  up  and  down  unfeen      841 

Wing  filently  the  buxom  air,  imbalm'd 

With  odors  i  there  ye  (hall  be  fed  and  fill'd 

Immeafurably,  all  things  (hall  be  your  prey< 

■  He  ceas'd,  for  both  feem'd  highly  pleas'd,  and  Death  ^ 

Crinn'd  horrible  a  ghaAly  fmile,  to  hear  846 

His  famin  Ihould  be  iill'd,  and  bleft  his  nuw 

Deftin'd  to  that  good  hour :  no  lefs  rejoic'd 

Hia  mother  bad,  and  thus  befpake  her  fire. 

The  key  of  this  infernal  pit  by  due,  850 

And  I 

had  raid  before  tar.  74$.  that  he  And  he  Ihows  plaioly  how  he  lu- 

had  never  {een^^  mere  diteftai/et  derftood  the  word  by  his  nfe  ofik 

but  now  it  ii  titar  Jaagittr,   and  in  his  Fitvj  tf  iktftatt  tf  M^ 

mffvrfm.  "  Thinking  thereby  to  make  dtea 

o       IF-     fr   .£.   I    1            ■  1  "  more  tractable  atid  /wnalDlUi 

Baxem,  as  when  we  %  a  buxom  S'"«'"™«^ 

^,  by  Spcnfer,  Faiij  Qjm,,  B.  i.    *'"■''•'•  ™- " »• 

0.1. Si. 37.  mW/w  ^Mtioin -'maimi. 
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nd  by  command  of  Heav'n's  all-pow'rful  kiug 

keep,  by  him  forbidden  to  unlock 

hefc  adamantin  gates;  againft  all  force 

eath  ready  ftands  to  interpofe  his  dart, 

:arlefs  to  be  o'ermatch'd  by  Uving  might.  855 

It  what  owe  I  to  his  commands  above 

'^ho  hates  me,  and  hath  hither  thruft  me  down 

to  this  gloom  of  Tartarus  profound, 

0  fit  in  hateful  office  here  confin'd, 

habitant  of  He;iv'n,  and  heav'niy-born,  860 

ere  in  perpetual  agony  and  pain, 

^ith  terrors  and  with  clamors  compa&'d  round    . 

f  mine  own  brood,  that  on  my  bowels  feed  ?    .  '^N 

hou  art  my  father,  thou  my  author,  thou 

My 

id  Stadus  of  Tydeus,  Thebaid.        855.  TiafUfi  l»  btitrmauWdly 

[II.  582.  Tiiwiiy  »o^i/.]  In  fome  edi- 

tions  it  is  li-vi»g  -wight,  thatlicrea- 

—  fonnidabile  riden*.  ture,  and  we  have  Aw>y  nvif-itbe- 

1  r^     I        f  ^  I-  1.    n      J  -      f'x^  v^t-  6i'3  :  lid  thu  is  tikewife 
n^fcyofGoliih,  D.v«io>,   J,,   j^„„^^,  ,_^_^    g^^^^^ 

might,  fays  he,   would  not  except 
III'  MM  ill  iimrit'H  fmil'd  grimly   tven  God  himfelf,  the  ever-living 
widt  dilHain.  ^nd  the  almighty.     But  God  him- 

felf muft  necefiarily  be  excepted 
^uMr.Thyerobrervea,  Ariollo  here;  for  it  w3s  by  his  command 
id  Taflb  exprefs  it  very  prettily,  that  Sin  and  Death  fat  to  guard 
HNft  JJPr»menlt  farri/e  aaiSmrt^  ihegaies,  and  therefore //wi^mi^if 
maramtuti.  But  I  belieTviE  tfHi  cannot  polTibly  be  undedlood  of 
.  _._JM__  _„-._._j  .^_.  .,*-_u._    ^jj_    jj^j  ^f   g^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^ 

)uld  cadtvoT  CO  force  a  paiTage. 
868.  Th 


maramtmi.  out  1  oeiievKX  vfa\  cannot 
1  resdily  ^owed,  that  Af3tOq(ihl  God, 
itady  exMcdcd tbem 9U~^^  Ibould 
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My  being  gav'ft  me;  whom  fliould  I  obey  86 J 

But  thee,  whom  follow  ?  thou  wilt  bring  dsc  Cooa 
To  that  new  world  of  light  and  blifs,  among 
The  Gods  who  live  at  eaie,  where  I  ftiall  reign 
At  thy  right  hand  voluptuous,  as  bcfeems 
Thy  daughter  and  thy  darling,  without  end.      870 
.  Thus  laying,  from  her  fide  the  fatal  key, 

/,  Sad  inftrument  of  all  our  woe,  flie  took; 

r  And  tow'ardsthe  gate  rolling  her  beftial  train. 
Forthwith  the  huge  portcullis  high  up  drew. 
Which  but  herfelf,  not  all  the  Stygian  Powers    875 
Could  once  have  mov'd;  then  in  the  key-hole  tuna 
-Th'  intricate  wards,  and  every  bolt  and  bar 

V  Of, 

968.  The  CmU  ^vha  Uve  al  le/cl  \y  aj  highly  gritigecl  bf  die  Rli> 

Worti  for  word  ftoin  Homer,  Q-u  nute  detail  ofpardcularj  our  •■ 

•«»  C*'-''"''  Btmley.  thor  has  given  us.      It  nwf  ^ll^ 

"Tis  Sin  who  Tpeakt  here,  and  fhc  juJlice  be  t'anher  obrcrred,  thit  11 

fpeaiu  u  ui  EpicuresD.  no  part  of  the  pt)em,  the  verfifia- 

Jiicbariifm.  lion  a  better  accommodned  to  tbe 

&jj.Tbas/0fiiig,fi-emherfiJitcc.^  feafc.     7 bt  drawing  up  of  tb*  fri- 

It  is  one  great  part  of  a  poet's  are  cullii,    iht   turning   tf   the  i^  Al 

tD  know  when  to  ddcribe  thiogs  fitdMttJIntting  ef  thi  btht,  and  A 

Jn  general,  and  when  to   be  very-  fymg  tp.-m  of  thi    '  '    ' 


defcribed  by  the  va7  bmlc 

too  hai  in  iheTc  lines  Ihow'd  fit    and  found  of  the  rerfes.    Thjtr. 

judgment  in  thii  rcfpeft.    Thelirt        tTi-Andtmuardithe^tnOm 

opening  of  the  gates  of  Hell  by  bir  btj}ial  ttai;}  Anoden 

*'-  k  n  incident  of  that  impor-    riming   poet  would  perhapt  W/^ 


tance,  dut,  if  I  can  gue&  by  my    faid,   ^ 

•urn,  cv«ry  reoder't  atiemioD  maft     Jtai  railing  tow'idi  <im  nk  IM, 

\9  pMd}'  excited,  ud-coalcciiient.      "    MW  tnin,        W  *^     : 
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Of  imffy  ir  on  or  foKd  rock  with  eafc 
Un&Atns :  on  a  fudden  open  fly 
Wkh  impetuoos  recoil  and  jarring  found  880 

Th'  infernal  dbors^  and  on  their  hinges  grate 
Harfh  thunder,  that  the  loweft  bottom  fhook 
Of  Erebus.     She  open'd,  but  to  fliut 
Exceird  her  poVr;  the  gates  T«^ide  open  flood. 
That  with  extended  wings  a  banner 'd  hoft  885 

Under  fpread  enfigns  marching  might  pafs  through 
With  horfe  and  chariots  rarik'd  in  loofe  array;  ^ 

So  wide  tliey  ftood,  and  like  a  furnace  mouth 
Caft  forth  redounding  fmoke  and  ruddy  flame. 
Before  their  eyes  in  fudden  view  appear  890 

Thi 

and  no  bad  line  neither :  but  how  of  Macbeth  remarks  that  this  ex- 
much  better  doth  Milton's  exprefs  preffion  is  copied  from  the  Hillor/ 
the  rolling  of  her  ferpentine  train,  of  J3on  BclJianis,  where,  when 
ind  how  well  the  found  agrees  with  one  of  the  knights  approaches  the 
the  fenfe  f  caille  of  Brandczar,  the  gates  are 
881. — £!nd  on  their  hinges  grate  faid  to  open  ^42//;:^  harp  thunder 
Harjh  thundtr,  ]  How  much  upon  their  bra^tn  hinges.  And  it  is 
ftroncer  and  more  poetical  is  this  not  iniprobiible  that  Milton  might 
than  Virgil's,  ^n.  I.  449.  ta!:c  it  from  thence,  as  he  was  a 

—  foribus  cardo  ftridcbat  aenis ;       '^*^^^'  °^  *"  ^^"^^  ^^  romances. 

er  JEii.  VI.  cyi.  ^^^'  ""^  '^^  lo^^ejl  bottom  Jhook 

'      \y      ^  ..  Of  Erebus.]  The  moft  profound 

•—  homfono  ftridentes  cardine  depth  of  Hell, 
iacrae 

Panduntur  port*  ?  ^^«^*  ^«  ^*^*l!^°*  ^"-    „, 

-,,      .  Virg.  Gcorg.rv.  4*'i. 

The  ingenious  author  of  the  Mi/-  Hum, 

'^iUuthusOb/trvations  on  the  Tragedy 

T  4  894,  —  fwhere 
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The  fecrets  of  the  hoary  deep,  a  dark 
Illimitable  ocean,  without  bound, 
Without  dimcnfion,  where  length,  breadth,  andhighdi,' 
And  time,  and  place  are  loft;  where  eldeft  Night 
And  Chaos,  anccftors  of  nature,  hold  89? 

Eternal  anarchy,  amidft  the  noife 
Of  endlefe  wars,  and  by  confufion  ftand. 
For  hot,  cold,  moift,  and  dry,  four  champioos  fierce, 
Strive  here  for  maft'ry,  and  to' battel  bring 
Their  embryon  atoms ;  tliey  around  the  flag       900 

Of 

894.  ^-^  ivhtri  tUtfi  Kighi  O  thou  moft  ancient  Gruidmociicr 

AadCAaos,  &c.]  All  the  indent  of  all, 

nUunJifb,  philofophers,  and  poets.     More  old  than  Jove,  &x. 

hold  that  Cbam  was  the   firft  prin-  ,     , 

ciplc  of  all  things;  and  the  poets  ^"^^  «"  authors   f/Aem  of  the 

panicularly  make  Night  a  Goddefs,  """'ene  is  in  Ihon,  th«t  the  em- 

andreprefentATgifordarkiiefsand  P/rean  Heaven,    and  Chaos  and 

Chaos  or  confufion  as  exercifing  un-  "^rknefs  were  before  the  creatio*. 

controll'd  dominion  from  the  be-  Heaven  above  and  Chaoibaeatij  J 

ginning.      Thus   Orpheus   in  the  ^""^ 'no  "PO"  the  rebellion  of  duB 

beginmng  of  his  hymn  to  Night  '^"g':ls>/'' //^^^  was  formed  ontof  I 

addreffcs  her  as  the  mother  of  the  ^^^°^  P"Uhing  far  and  iL-iJ,  U-    I 

Gods  and  Men,  and  origin  of  all  "'"''''  '^^  afterwards  Htaviw  aJ  \ 

things.  Earth,  analhir  'wurld,    taMgieg  t'lr    3 
/if   rca/m  of  Cbasi,  nnJ  ■uwi  fhm    * 

NvkJc  5i*f  ytviTttp^v  a.aae[itu  *"  dtmimnu.    See  ver.   looa,  ff'.    . 

iiJ*i  x(u  a.vj'c.ir,  and  978-  i 

«'iy^"'-"^"■  8,8.   /„  i,,,   „«„;,,  W  I 

So  alia  Spenfer  in  imitation  of  the  '^O'  ^^0  Ovid.  Met.  I.  if.  I 

Andrat.,  fairy  Queen.  B.  i.  C.  5.     Frigidapugnabant  calidis, hum*  f 
*'•  "•  tia  ficcis,  I 

HiDil  r 
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a  his  faiSion,  in  dteir  fereral  clans,  "' 

tm'd  or  heavy,  fharp,  fmooth,  fwift  or  flow, 
populous,  un-number'd  as  the  lands 
d  or  Cyrene's  torrid  foil> 
to  fide  with  warring  winds,  ^d  poife     905 
ighter  wings.  To  whom  thefe  moft  adhere, 
:s  a  moment;  Chaos  uta^e  fits, 
'  decilion  more  embroils  the  fray 
ch  he  reigns  :  next  him  high  ni^p:r  2:*.'. 

governs  all.    Into  this  wild  abyfi,  910 

The 

cum  tsns,  fine  pondeie  90'c.  ^-^n^tu/t]  Gire  weight 

EUit  pondos.  or  ballaft  to.    Pliny  rpe>lcj  of  cer- 

,                                  ,.  tain  bird),  who  when  ■  ftonn  aiiies 

der  miy    compare    tJus  -^  themfelTM  with  Uttle  ftones, 

rmpdonof   Chaw  with  £;  „   c.  .o.    VirgU  h«  the  fame 

sdlicwiUeafilj-fcehow  ^j,^     j^  ^f  j^^  (^    Geo™.  IV. 

m  poet  ha.  IdTend  the  J'  ^.i^m^            ^ 

of  &«  by  puenk  conceits  ^*  g   ^^  ^^  ^^^j.^      „  ^      , 

.tM.t«hefe,j  everything  d^^  s.^tj^j,  „ads  tU  mU  „dl^e. 

,u  great  and  maftwly.  ^^^^  ;,   ^^^^  l,^j  ^^  ^f\^^  f^^^ 

irht-OTM^J  m- hia^j,']  He   rules,  while  he  has  the  majoritjr. 

"the  warlike  metaphor;    But  this  is  not  Milton's  fenfe;  for 

them   are  Ught-arm'd  or   according  to  him  HO  alams  adhere 

rit  or  gravis  armaturx.        to  maifi,  but  fuch  aa  belong  to  his 

Hume,    faction,  and  the  fame  is  to  be  Jkid 

/  JWm  .r  Cjr^f's  urrid  "f  ^''  f"^'  ^  ^-     Thwefcc 

A  city  and  province  of  ^  "-"fo"  *V  "^V  one  of  thefe 

Libya,Virg.^n.IV.4i.    «>"  chanii..ons  r„ia  (tho*  but  for 

'    ■      °  ^      a  itununt]    IS   becaufe   die   atoms 

^erta  fiti  regiOi  lau^ue   of  hi«  fa£lion  adbirt  imft  to  him. 

11^  Firm  dependence  indeed  (Giyi  the 

DoAot)   and  worthy  the  fuperla> 
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The  womb  of  nature  and  ptrliaps  her  grave. 
Of  neither  fea,  nor  fhore,  nor  air,  nor  fire. 

But  all  thefe  in  their  pregnant  caufes  mik'd 

Confus'dly,  and  which  thus  muft  ever  fight, 

Unlefs  th'  almighty  Maker  them  ordain  ^tj 

His  dark  materials  to  create  more  worlds; 

Into  this  wild  abyis  the  wary  Fiend 

Stood  on  the  brink  of  Hell  and  look'd  a  while, 

Pond'ring  his  voyage;  for  no  narrow  frith 

He  had  to  crofs.     Nor  was  his  ear  lefs  peal'd      920 

With  noifes  loud  and  ruinous  (to  compare 

Great 

tive  moffy  that  la(h  bat  for  a  mo-  blunder,  Milton  is  elfewhere  guil^ 
menl :  but  I  (hould  think  that  the  of  it ;  we  may  rather  fuppofe  that 
Icfs  firm  the  dependence  is,  the  he  could  not  but  fee  it,  and  there- 
finer  image  wc  have  of  fuch  a  flate  fore  that  he  thought  it  an  allow- 
as  that  of  Chaos  is.     Pearce.  able  liberty  in  writing:  for  thus  itf 

911.  Tbeivomb  of  nature  andpCT'    V.  368,  he  fays, 

haps  her  gra^^e,-\   Lucretius,      ^what  the  garden  choice*  bean 

^'•=^^-  To  fit  and  taftc 

Omniparens,  eadem  rcram  com-      ,        ^       ,      ^    .       .,   ^     ^ 
mone  fcpulchrum.     Thyer.         ^"^^"^^fit  and  tafte  is  us'd  for> 

;  ^  ting  tafte  %   as  here  fio^d  and  M'd  f 

9 1 7.  Jnto  this  <wtld  ahyfs  the  tvary    for  ftanding  lock'd,  FeMiO.  ( 

^'^'^  Here  is  a  remarkable  tranfpofidoa  L 

Si99d9n  the  brink  of  Hell  and  locked  of  the  words,  the  fenfe  howercris  5 

mvhile,']  Dr.  Bentley  reads    very  clear ;  The  wary  Fiend  flood  f- 
tM'Jfrom  the  brink  of  Hell  and  on  the  brink  of  Hell,  and  look'J  ' 
/^awhile;  and  he  calls  the  com-    awhile  into  this  wild  abyfs,  pondcP 
won  reading  an  abfurd  and  ridi-   ing  his  voyage.     Tis   obfcrvalfc 
vwlons  blunder,    becaufe  into  this    the  poet  himfelf  feems  to  be  dd^ 
vi7/  abxft  relates  not  to  fiood  but   what  he  defcribes,  for  the  pe 
t^M'd,  which  18  the  verb  at  the    begins  at  910,  then  he  goes  — 
fMtheft  diitance.    Sut  if  this  be  a  on  dircaiy,  but  lingers,  ^ving  « 

idea  M 


J 
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Great  things  with  finall)  than  when  Bellona  ftorms. 

With  all  her  battering  engins  bent  to  rafc 

Some  capital  city';  or  le&  than  if  this  frame 

Of  Heav'n  were  falling,  and  thefc  elements        92^ 

In  mutiny  had  from  her  axle  torn 

The  ftedfaft  earth.  At  laft  his  fail-broad  vans 

He  fpreads  for  flight,  and  in  the  furging  fmoke 

JphTted  fpums  the  ground;  thence  many  a  league, 

\s  in  a  cloudy  chair,  afcending  rides  pto 

Audacious ;  but  that  feat  foon  failing,  meets 

L  vaft  vacuity :  all  unawares 

Fluttering 

lea  of  Chaos  before  he  enters  are  often  applied  to  the  other,  and 
ato  it.  'Tis  very  artful  ?  If  his  flying  is  compared  to  failing,  and 
ile  is  fomcwhat  abrupt,  after  fuch    failing  to  flying. 

ondenng,    it    better    paints    the      Velorum  pandin.™  alas, 
nage  he  intended  to  give.  ^  * 

Richard/on,  f^yg  yirgil,  JEn.  III.  520.     And 

921- (^^  compare  ^n   j,  ^oo. 

Great  things  ivitb  ftnall )\  An  ex- 
reffion  in Virg.Ecl.I.24.parviscom-  —  volat  nle  per  aera  magnum 

Kmere  magna.     And  what  an  idea      Rcmigio  alarum. 

loth  this  give  us  of  the  noifes  of  ^j^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  {^f,ik\ng  has 
.haoi,  that  even  thofc  of  a  city      ^^^^^,^  j.j^^.^^  ^^^^    ^^^^^^ 

>cfieged,  and  of  Heaven  and  Earth  g^^  ^^ ^  .^  5       ^.^^  ^^  ^^.^jj 

luaing  from  each  other  are  but  ^^  .^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^ 

mall   m   companfon  ?    And  tho  ^^  ,jj^^^,^  ^^^^^jj     p^  q^^^.„^ 

joththc  firaihtudes  are  truly  ex-  „       ^^^^  n   St  10 

rcllent  and  fublimc,  yet  how  fur- 

>riiingly  doth  the  latter  rife  above  His  flaggy  wings  when  forth  he 
he  fonncr  !  did  difplay, 

927.  hUfail-hroad  'vans\  As      Were  like  two  fails. 

he  air  and  water  are  both  fluids,  j     c*  .q 

he  metaphors  taken  from  the  one  And  afterwards,  &«.!».      ^^^  ^^ 


Flattering  his  pennons  rain  plumb  down  he  drbpi 
Ten  thoufend  fiithom  deep,  and  to  this  hapr.    '  j 
Down  had  been  ^ling,  had  not  by  ill  chancf  mn 
The  ftrong  rebuff  of  fomc  tnmultuous  cl(^» 
Inftinft  with  fire  and  nitre,  hurried  him 
As  mafly  miles  aloft :  that  fury  flay'd, 
Q^nch'd  in  a  boggy  Syrtis,  neither  fea,  939, 

Nor  good  dry  land:  nigh  feundcr'd  on  he  £u^, 

Treadiif 

hecutoneway  Half  Sying,  and  half  footii^  a 

,  about  him  liii  hatle. 


93J. ftmtnu]  This  word  is 

vulgarly  fpelt  pimani,  and  fo  Dr. 
Bentley  has  printed  it :  but  die  au- 
tiior  fpells  it  ftmam  after  the  La- 
dn  prttaa.  The  reader  will  ob- 
fetre  the  beauty  of  the  numbers 
BCK  without  our  pointing  it  out 
to  him. 

93  J,  ——  haimt  hy  ill  chanciy 
An  iJJ  chance  for  mankind,  that 
he  vtaa  thus  fpeeded  on  his  journey 
fo  far.     Piarce. 

Tliat  fioy  rcbulF  ceded,  quenched 
"and  put  ont  by  a  foft  quickfand: 
Sjrtit  b  explain'd  by  ticither  fea  mr 
pad  ^  laid,  exafUy  agreeing  with 
Lucu.  Phar.  IX.  304. 

Syitts— in  dubio  pelagi  terrxque 
reliqnit.     Humt. 

941.  —  i«^M./M/, 

aalf  fifiMgi'\  SpenTer,  Fauy 
Qseen,  B.  i.Caat.  ti.Sc  8, 


Our  aodior  feetos  to  have  borrcnr'd 
feveral  images  from  the  old  di 
defcrib'd  by  SpenTer. 

941-  —  iebava  him  ww 
aar  Biid faiil  It  behoveAhin___ 
to  u&  both  his  oarg  and  hii  ftil^ 
ai  galleys  do;  acconUiw  to  dn 
proverb  Rindi  wH/jaf,  wia  migkl 
and  main.     Hum, 

94^3- ■^'•^l^tgfyp&am Sec]  td 
t«B  Ija//  on  /«/,  ia^  Jhiw*,  9 
quefl  of  the  n^  world,  k  Im» 
compar'd  to :l gryphon  luith  i\i^fi 
cDurfc  both  flying  and  mnaii^fl 
pnrfuit  of  the  Anmafpiui  wlu'W 
ftol'n  his  gold.  GryphoM  ate  ft- 
bdous  creatures,  in  the  upper  pait 
like  an  eagle,  in  the  lower  le^ 
fembling  a  lion,  and  are  (kid  N 
goard  gold  mines.  The  *- — '■ 
plans  were  a  one-ey'd 
Sqthia  who  adom'd 
wiA  add.  Loan.  HI.  i 
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Hag  the  erode  confiftence,  half  on  foot, 

flying ;  behoves  him  now  botli  oar  and  fail. 

ben  a  gryphon  through  the  wildernefs 

^nged  courfe,  o'er  hill  or  moory  dale, 

es  the  Arimafpian,  who  by  ftealth  945 

from  his  wakeful  cuftody  purloin'd 

guarded  gold :  So  eagerly  the  Fiend 

bog,  or  fteep,  through  ftrait,  rough,  denfe/or  rare,' 

With 


et  Sithonis  gentes,  auroque 

ingens  Arimafpe  comas. 

)tas  and  other  authors  re- 
al there  were  continual  wars 
;n  the  gryphons  and  Ari- 
AS  about  gold,  the  gryphons 
Dg  it  amd  Arimafpians  tak- 
ivhenever  they  had  oppor- 
Sce  Plin.  Nat.  Hifl.  Lib.  7. 
.  Arimafpiy  quos  diximus, 
alo  in  fronte  media  infignes : 
affidue  bellum  efle  circa  me- 
nm  gryphis,  ferarum  volu- 
nere,  quale  vulgo  traditor, 
*  ex  cuniculis  aurum,  mira 
ate  et  feris  cuflodientibus,  et 
fms  rapientibus,  multi,  fed 
keilluftres  Herodotus  et  Ari- 
iDCOiineiius  fcribunt. 

.  OW  Bog9  or  Jlcefy  Sec,  ] 
3itley*s  reading  is  not  amifs 
^,  o*eT^eep,  &c.  Thcdiffi- 
of  Satan's  voyage  is  very 
l(inreis*d  by  fo  many  mono- 
let  as  follow,  which  cannot 
onounccd  bat   flowlyi   and 


with  frequent  paufes.  There  is  t 
memorable  inftance  of  the  roagh- 
nefs  of  a  road  admirably  defcriG'd 
by  a  fingle  vcrfe  in  Homer,  Iliad. 
XXIII.  116. 

IIoAAA  /•*  AVAvIa^  KATAvJAt  «"*- 

which  Mr.  Pope  has  been  obliged 
to  tranflate  paraphraflically  to  gm 
us  fome  idea  of  the  beauty  of  the 
numbers,  and  he  has  made  ufe  of 
feveral  monofyllables,  as  Milton 
has  done. 

O'er  hills,  o'er  dales,  o'er  crags, 

o'er  rocks  they  go ; 
Jumping,  high  o'er  the  flirubs  of 

the  rough  ground. 
Rattle  the  clatt'ring  cars,  and  the 

Ihockt  axles  bound. 

And  as  Mr.  Thyer  adds.  So  alfb 
Spenfer  in  the  fame  manner  repre- 
fents  the  diHrefs  of  his  Redcrofle 
Knight  in  his  encounter  with  the 
old  dragon.  Fairy  Queen,  B.  i. 
Cant.  II,  St.  ag. 

Fairit^ 
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*  With  head,  hands,  winge,  or  fcet  pursues  his  way. 
And  imiaiSy  or  finks,  or  wades,  or  creeps,  or  fliei; 
At  length  a  univertal  Itubbab  wild  '^  3HV 

Of  ftunoing  founds  and  voidfe  all  offliluG'dy  ^^ 
Borne  through  the  hotlow  dark,  afiaults  his  ear 
With  loudeft  vehemence :  diither  he  plies. 
Undaunted  to  meet  there  whatever  Power  p^j 

Or  S^rit  of  the  ncthomoft  abyfe 

Might 

Faint,   veary.    (ore,    embroiled,    there  was  no  occafion  fbrDr.BM- 
grieved,  brent,  ley  to  read  here  /bit  vajl  mbmm 

Wah  heal,  tml,   wounds,  aims,    aif/i,  inllead  of  tit  xetbtramjl  JA 

bait,  and  inward  fire.  nor  in  ver.  969.  repiamt  t'tr  au 

■vajl  <■%;  inllead  of  rf  iMt  mOm- 

956.   tbi  nithtraafi  ehjfi  ]    «^  abyfi.     Pearce. 

Dr.Bcndey  le^efh  nttbenmifl  here,  96Z.  Sat-  fahU-i>tfiid  JMiA 
and  again  in  vcr.  969,  and  charges  Clouied  in  her  fable  fiint  tjuta 
Milton's  bllndaefs  lu  the  caufe  of  a  creature  whofe  flcin  ii  gf  iha 
hi)  forgetting  himfelf  here  and  be-  greater  price,  the  Uacfcerit  k, 
ing  incoDliitent.  But  it  is  the  Dofior  i,H^xiJ.iriiTh®-  J'l  Nt*f.  Euri- 
tbat  miOake:,  and  not  the  Poet :    pides,  Hini) 

ibr  iho'  the  lireiu  9/  Ciefs  was    Milton   here  xnd  in  wfaM  fidlo 
above  Hell,    and  confequently  a    feems  tohave  hadinhiiriewSpm- 
pan  of  the  aif^/J  was  fo,  yet  a  part    fer's    fine    defcriprion   of   NHk 
of  that  ai^  wai  at  the  fame  time    vkich  is  very  much  in  At  fOtW    ' 
far  below  Hell ;  fo  far  below,  as    Ais   allegory  of  Milton's.      Sci 
that,  when  Satan  went  from  Hell    Fairy  Queen,  B.  i.  Cant.  5.  St  *a 
o^  Toyagt    h.  m  in  d,«  .i,/,        „       ^j    „.  ^     ;, 
loooo  fathom  deep,  ver.  03 4.  and  6     /       fi  -»        • 

the  poet  tliere  adds,  that  if  it  had  964.  Orcnx  onJ  Aiti^  Ortm  '* 
not  been  for  an  acddeni,  he  had  generally  by  the  poett  ukeo  In 
been  falling  down  there  to  thit  Pluto,  a»  Aits  for  any  darit  place 
hour :  nay  k  was  fo  deep  aa  to  be  Thcfe  terms  arc  of  a  veiy  vqjl 
illmitabUt  »sA.vibtri  hightbisUfi,  fignilicacioD,  and  employ'd  by  a> 
Surely  then  tV  ^ifh  coniider'd  aU  ancient  poets  accurdingly.  Mjlf 
together,  was  naSirmiiS  in  le^eft  has  perfoniz'd  them,  and  put  Si 
of  Hell,  below  which  it  wai  fo  in  (hc  OiMut  of  Chaoj. 
cndMy  extended:    and  therefore  KAarSt. 


^    PAR%tlI€E  LOST.  167 

^Aat  muib  refide,  ci  whom  to  aft: 
fray  due  Aetweft  ccMtft  of  darkneis  lies 
^x»x  h^i  when  ftiait  behold  the  throna 
>s^  and  his  dark  pavilion  fpread  g^Q 

i  the  waftefiil  doep^  with  him  cotlloQ'd    ' 
-veiled  Night,  ddeft  of  things, 
ifort  of  his  reign;  and  by  them  flood 

id  Ades,  and  the  dreaded  name 

Of 

.At  wbofe  dread  aane  tke  ti«ab- 

ling  furies  quake. 
Hell  ftands  abafli'd,  and  eardi't 


lorpn\\   There  was  a 
ng  the  Ancients  of  a 


3f,    whofe  very  name 
ed    capable   of    pro- 
mod  terrible    effe6ls9 
they  therefore  dreaded 
ce.    This  deity  is  men- 
■  great  power  in  incan- 
P8  Erioho  b 


foundations  fhake? 
Who  views  the  Gorgons  with  in- 

tvepid  tyt%j 
And  yoor  innolaUe  flood  defies? 

Kowc« 


198  Knccno  IS  mcroduced    And  likewiie  Tirefias  by  StatiWy 

the  infernal  Powers  for    Thebaid.  IV.  514. 

flow  in  their  obedience  -      .      •      .j  j.  .      r 

Scunus  eniin  et  quicquid  dia  nof- 


Phar.  VI.  744. 

i^Paretis?  an  ille 
nduscrit^  quonunquam 
irocato 

ufla  tremity  qui  Goigooa 
apertaniy 

ifqae  fuis  trepidam  cafti^ 
Qnnym» 


ague  timetis, 
Et  turbare  Hecaten,  m  te»  Thyqi- 

brase,  vertrer» 
Et  tripllds  mundi  fiMBmum  quern 

fare  nefaftum  eft, 
nium  fed  taceo. 


., ,  ^,  And  Ifmen  threatens  in  the  fame 

a  tenet  vobis  qui  Tar-    ijiraifi  in  Taflb>  Cam.  13.  St.  10. 

"^^  -  Per  lungo  difufar  gii  non  fi  foor* 

da,  cTr. 


Tuperi;  Styg^  qui  peje-r 
Idas? 


I  yet,  ye  fiilleo  fiends, 

d? 

[  call  yoiir  maftar  to  my 


I  have  not  yet  forgot  for  want 

of  ufe. 
What  dreadftil  tenpa  bdoi^  diii 

facred  fc«|» 

My 


■ 
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Of  Demogorgon ;  Rumor  next  and  Chance,      *  965 

And  Tumult  and  Confufion  all  embroird. 

And  Difcord  with  a  thoufand  various  mouths. 

T'whom 

My  tongae  (if  (till  your  ftubbom    and  takes  notice  alfo  of  tlie  dread- 
hearts  refufe)  f ul  effedb  of  his  name,  B.  i .  Cant,  i  • 
That  {o  much  dreaded  name  can    St.  37. 

.rrt^^u  ^''^P  j^''  T^-  .     A  bold  bad  man,  that  dar'd  to  caD 

Which  heard  great  Dii  cannot  ^    nsmc 

Wmfelf  excufe,  q^^^^  q              -^^  ^f  ^^^jok 

But  hither  run  from  his  eternal  ^„^^  ^^^  ^fg^^^ 

feat,    t  airtax.  ^^  ^j^.^j^  Cocytus  quakes,  and  Styx 

The  name  of  this  deity  is  Demo-  is  put  to  flight. 

gargon,  which  fomc  think  a  cor-  ^^^  therefore  might  Milton  di- 

ruption  of  Demiurgus;  others  ima-  ^j       ifl,  ^j^  hy  the  dreaded  wm 

gin  him  to  be  fo  call d,  as  bcmg  .  Demogorgon:    and  the  mam  4 

able  to  look  upon  the  Gorgon,  'o.^nogorgon  \%  as  much  as  to  br 

^at  turned  all  other  fpeftators  to  jy^^tgorgon  himfelf,    as  in  ViiS 

ftone,  and  to  this  Lucan  feems  to  ^n.  Vl  763.  AWanum  mmm  ua 

aUudc,  when  he  fays  ^^  ^^  ^Iba,  iEn.  XII.  ci  c.  Wi- 

—  qui  Gorgona  cemit  apertam.  men  Echionium,  id  eft  ThebaDQUi* 

^      r                          1 .    .  r       1  is  a  Theban ;  and  we  have  a  me- 

Spcnfer  too  mentions  this  infernal  j^^tM^  inftance  of  this  way  of 

deity.  Fairy  Queen,  B.  i.  Cant.  5.  fpeaking  in  Rev.  XL  13,   And  in 

**'•  ^^'  the  earthquake  ivere  Jlmn  ovofiATA 

Which  waft  begot  in  Demogorgon^s  itv^^arrm'  names  of  men  feven  tbut- 

hall,  /and,  that  is  feven  thoufand  men. 

And  faw'ft  the  fecrets  of  the  world  And  befides  thefe  authorities  ta 

unmade :  juftify  our  author,  let  me  fardier 

,     ,          , .      ,.,      ...      ,  add  what  the  learned  Mr.  JortiB 

and  places   him  likewife  m  the  ^ath  fuggeftcd,  that  this  name  "is 

unmenfe  abyfs  with  Chaos,  B.4.  «  ^^  be  found  in  Ladlantius,  die 

Cant.  2.  St.  47.  a  SchoUaft  of  Statins  on  Thebaid. 

Down  in  the  bottom  of  the  deep  <*  IV.  516.    Dicit  Deum  Demo- 

abyfs,  "  gorgona  fummum.       It  is  al& 

Where  Demogorgon  in  dull  dark-  **  to  be  found  in  Hyginus,  ps^.  1 1. 

nefs  pent,  **  Edit.  Hamburg.  Oft.  1674.   ^ 

Far  from  the  view  of  Gods  and  "  Demogorgone  et  Terra  Pythob  * 

Heavcn^s  blifs,  '<  draco  divinus,   if  the  place  PC 

The  hideous  Chaos  keeps,  their  '*  not  corrujpted.      See  Mandeer 

dreadful  dwelljpg  is :  t'  there."    And  Mr.  Tbyer  jnfti-   , 
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fwhom  Satan  tumiog  boldly,  thus.  Ye  Powers 
1  Spirits  of  this  nethermoft  abyfs, 
.OS  and  ancient  Night,  I  come  no  fpy. 


:lie  ufe  of  the  word  agaiuft 
tentley  by  another  paflage  in 
uthor*s  Latin  works,  p.  340. 
I  vetuftiflimos  itaqve  mytholo- 
criptores  xnemoriae  datum  re- 
Demogprgonem  Deorum  om* 
atavum  (queiii  cundem  et 
•s  ah  antiquis  noncupatum  ha- 
-)  inter  alios  liberos,  quos  fuf- 
it  plurimosy  Terr  am  genuiile. 

5.  —  Rumor  next  €md  Chance^  ] 
atan^s  voyase  through  the 
s  there  are  leveral  imaginary 
ns  defcribed,  as  refiding  in 
immenfe  wade  of  matter. 
may  perhaps  be  conformable 
le  tafie  of  thofe  critics  who 
leafed  with  nothing  in  a  poet 
1  has  not  life  and  manners 
ed  to  it;  but  for  my  own 
I  am  pleafed  moil  with  thofe 
res  in  this  defcripcion  which 
in  them  a  greater  meafure  of 
bility,  and  are  fuch  as  might 
Xy  have  happenM.  Of  this 
IS  his  lirft  mounting  in  the 
\  that  rifes  from  the  infernal 
his  falling  into  a  cloud  of 
and  the  like  combuflible  ma- 
i,  that  by  their  cxplofion  ftill 
xl  him  forward  in  his  voyage ; 
ringing  upward  like  a  pyra- 
f  Are,  with  his  laborious  paf- 
hrough  that  confufion  of  ele- 
which  the  poet  calls 

womb  of  nature,  and  perhaps 
ler  grave.    Addifun. 
W.  I. 


970 

With 


Mr.  Addifon  feems  to  dHapprove  of 
thefe  ££titious  beingi,  tninking 
them  I  fuppofe  (like  Sin  and  Death  ^ 
improper  for  an  epic  poem :  but  I 
fee  no  reafon  why  Milton  may  not 
be  allowed  to  place  fuch  imaginary 
beings  in  the  regions  of  Chaos,  as 
well  as  Viml  delcribe  the  like  be- 
lags.  Grief,  and  Fear,  and  Want, 
and  Sleep,  and  Death,  and  Dif- 
cord  likewife  mthin  the  confines 
of  Hell;  and  why  what  is  ac- 
counted a  beauty  in  one  Ihould  be 
deemed  a  fault  in  the  other.  See 
iEn.  VI.  273.  is'r. 

VefBbulom  ante  ipfum,  primifque 

in  faucibus  Orci, 
Ludlus,  et  ultrices  pofuere  cubilia 

Curae : 
Pallentefque  habitant  Morbi,  trl- 

ftifque  Seneftus, 
£t  Metus,  et  malefuada  Fames^  el 

turpis  Egcflas, 
Terribiles  vifu  formx :  Letumque* 

Laborque  : 
Tum  conlanguineus  Leti  Sopor, 

et  mala  mentb 
Gaudia,   mortiferumquc   adverfo 

in  limine  Bellum, 
Ferreique  Eumenidum  thalamic  et 

Difcordia  demens 
Vipereum    crincm   vittis   innexa 

cruentis. 

Juft  in  the  gate,  and  in  the  jaws 

of  Hell, 
Revengeful  Cares,  and  fullen  Sor- 
rows dwell  I 
U  And 


<7<y  ]&AiLADI5E  J.OS'T.     }Mim 

With  purpofe  to  explore  or  to  dxfiurb 
The  fccrets  of  your  realm,  but  by  cpnftraint 
Wand'ring  this  darkibme  dcfert,  as  my  Wdy 
Lies  through  your  fpacious  empire  up  to  light, 
Alone,  and  without  guide,  half  loft,  I  feek       97JI 
What  readieft  path  leads  where  your  gloomy  boundi 
Confine  with  Heav'n>  or  if  fome  other  place. 
From  your  dominion  won,  th'  ethereal  lung 

Poffeffes  lately,  thither  to  arrive 

I  travel  this  profound;  dire£t  my  courfe^  eSfl 

Directed  no  mean  recompenfc  it  brings 

To 

And  pale  DifeafcSy  and  repining  Virgil  and  K^ilton  that  Dlfcofd  is 

Age ;  made  the  laft  of  th^  immaMPf 

Want.  Fear,  and  Famines  unre-  beings,  but  how  much  ffic^ta  u 

fifted  rage ;  idea  have  we  of  Difcoftl  iviih  i 

Here  Toils,andDcath,and  Death's  thsvfand  'variwt  nuMfh  than  Witk 

halt-biorhcr  Sleep,  fnaky  Lair, 

Forms  ten ible  to  view,  their  fen-  v;«--^.      ^-          •^  • 

try  keep ;  Vipcreum  qnnein  vit^w  napa,  m. 

.With  anxious  Pleafures  of  a  guilty  ^^^ ' 

mind.  We  may  fardicr  oUeire  in  yMi 

Deep  frauds  before,  and  open  cation  of  Milton,  thnt  the  1^ 

Force  behind;  ihadowy  bemgs  are  introdncM  ii 

The  Furies  iron  beds,  and  Strife  Seneca,   Here,  Fur.  6ft6.'ui  Stt* 

that  ihakes  tias's  defcription  of  the  hbpfc  rf 

Her  hilTin^  treflei,   and  unfolds  Mars.   Theb.  VII.  47.   in  Clai- 

her  fnakes.        Diydcn.  dian  In  Rufin.  I.  30.  and  in  Spci' 

fcr,  Fairy  Queen,  B.  2.  Cant^ 

Erenr  reader,  I  believe,  has  been  St.  21,  &c.    ThepalCigeiatbHgl^ 

pleaied  with  this  defcription ;  and  would  fwell  this  note  to  too  gi^ 

at  is  impoffible  to  be  rleafed  with  a  length,  and  therefore  the  ntix 

Virgil,  and  to  be  diipleafed  with  is  only  reierxed  to  (he  rtorry 

|iikon.    Wc  may  obicnr^  both  in  m—^- 
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To  your  behoof,  if  I  chat  region  loft. 
All  ufurpation  thence  expell'd,  reduce 
To  her  original  darkneis  and  your  fway 
(Which  is  my  prefent  journey)  and  once  more     98^ 
£re(ft  the  ftandard  there  of  ancient  Nighty 
Yours  be  th'  advantage  all,  mine  the  revenge* 
Thus  Satan  i  ahd  him  thus  the  Anarch  old. 
With  ialtring  fpeech  and  vifage  incompos'd, 
Anfwer'd.  I  know  thee,  firanger,  who  thou  art,  99^ 
^hat  mighty  leading  Angel,  who  of  late 
Made  head  againft  Heav'n's  king,  though  overthrown^ 

I 

972.  The  fecreU  cf  ywr  rtalm^  word  Sfivrh  will  be  ptoper  enough 

Tw  pidTage  hss  been  objeded  to  a&  in  I.  167. 

vitfaodt  any  reafon.      He  means  and  difturb 

probably  Cbcret  places,  as  in  ver;  Hit  ininoil  counTelf  froin  their 

•891.  ^ecriu  is  a(ed  here  as  fecrtta  deflin'd  aim; 

fbmetimes  in  Viigd :  ^„j  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^  l,^  ^^.^ 

Infecreta  lenis  dacam :  proper,  as  in  Vll.  95. 

Gcorg.  IV.  403,  What  we,  not  to  explore  the  fe-' 

,,          1                    .J,  crets  aik 

—  Horrendaque  procul  fccreta  Qf  his  cternd  empire. 

bibyllar,    .  ^  q^\.  Dirt atd  no  mean  recomp^re 

Anuum  immioe  pcdt :  ^      ,.,  ^.^^,  ^^  -,   ^^  ^^^^^ 

JtSi.  V 1.  10.    dircfted  may  bring  no  little  recom- 
And   likcwifc  In  Spcnfcr,    Fairy    ?«"»«  a"^  advantage  to  you.  if  I 
Qgeen,  B.  6.  Cant.  12.  St.  24.        reduce  that  loft  rc-ion,  all  ufurpa- 
tion bcmg  thence  cxpelVd,  to  ner 
And  (earchcd  all  their  celb  and    original  darknefb  and   your  fway 
fecrets  near.  (which  b  the  purport  of  my  pre- 

fent jourrey)  and  omc  more 
Or  if  we  nnderftand  by  fifreis  fc-  ercd  the  ftandaxd  there  cf  ancient 
cret  Gounfels  uA  tranfadions  the  Night. 

U  1^  899-"i^ 
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I  faw  and  heard,  for  fuch  a  numeroDS  hofl 
Fled  not  in  filence  through  the  frighted  deep 
With  ruin  upon  ruin,  rout  on  rout,  99^ 

Confufion  worfe  confounded;  and  Heav*n  gates 
Pour'd  out  by  millions  her  viffcorious  bands 
Purfuing.    I  upon  my  frontiers  here 
Keep  refidence;  if  all  I  can  will  icrve 

Tint 

tog. '^^  i/ a/l T cmi mntt fiMfe  an^ htrib  in  Cluios*s  realm,  botof 

i%at  iiitU  wh'ch  is  lefi  fi  to  it-  the  hrnh  in  Heaven  between  God 

findy  &c.]  Dr.  Bentlej  makes  and  Satan,  the  good  Angels  aail 

great  altenuioni  here>  and  would  the  bad»   called  intejtin  'war  and 

Save  us  read  hmU  in  VI.  2$9,  277.    So  dut 

-  if  all  I  can  will  fcrve,  the  paflage  as  it  ftands  feems  to  he 

That  little  which  is  left  m  to  de-  ^*"^^r '  but  without  fo  great  an  il- 

^^^  teration  as  Dr.  Bentley  makes,  we 

Encroach'd  on  ly  cremtiim  .U  ^  "^*^  ^^^^  "/*^  4^  ^.^L^-    ^ 
^^^^  ^  mult  remember  that  it  is  Sataa^  <^ 

Strmtm^  thi  humb  of  mcwH   ^^^"1  ^^*^«    ^^  JM?  ^ 
NmI:  therefore   we   may  uppoie  that 

MUton  gave  it  through  ymar  imtifia  , 
For  ^  in  the  fecond  verfe  he  reads  broils.  In  the  iiift  o&io&s  there  k  I 
m:  hxitfi  is  right,  and  fignifies  by  no  comma  after  hroihi  and  them 
iiefimi  reJuUnce  on  my  frontiers  and  fhould  be  none,  becaufe  hrmb  if 
r^y  ^  /  '^'  Again,  he  finds  the  fubftantive  with  which  die 
fault  with  oirr  inteftin  broils,  and  participle  «i«rtfiwjr^  agrees :  Icwu 
fays  that  Chaos's  or  "^xfilh  frefter  their  brmls  which  wfl^mVNigfe's 
IS  not  lueakfnd,  but  is  ftrengthen^d  fcepter,  becaufe  the  confeqacflCCf 
and  fubfifts  by  them.  So  far  he  is  of  them  leflen*d  her  kingdom.  * 
right,  and  therefore  Milton,  if  he  Pttret: 

wrote  our  intejHn  broils y  could  never  This  change  of  urn-  into  jmt  ii  fi» 
mean  the  broils  within  the  realm  juft  and  neceHary,  thatwetlMM||C 
of   Chaos.     It  appears  from  the   it  bcft  to  admit  it  into  the  text 

following  vcrfcs,  that  the  encroach-        1 005. Hnl^i  in  a  golden  ehm] 

mcnts  which  Chaos  means  were  There  is  mention  macU  in  Homer 
tlic  creation  of  Hill  firft,  and  then  of  Jupiter's  golden  chain,  by  whUi 
of  the  nt^  world,  the  creation  of  he  can  draw  up  the  Gods  and  d» 
both  which  was  the  eSeft  noc  of  earth  and  fea  and  the  whole  b*- 

▼cffc 
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That  little  which  is  left  fo  to  defend^  looo 

Sncroach'd  on  ilill  through  your  intcftin  broils 
Vcakning  the  fcepter  of  old  Night :  firft  Hell 
Tour  dungeon  ftretching  £ir  and  wide  beneath ; 
^ow  lately  Heav'n  and  £arth9  another  world, 
lung  o*er  my  realm,  linked  in  a  golden  chain     1 005 

To  that  fide  Hesiv'n  ^om  whence  your  legions  fell : 

If 


sric,  bat  they  cannot  draw  hiin 
own.  You  may  fee  the  paflkge 
t  laigein  the  beginning  of  the  8th 
ook  of  the  Iliad. 

^AA'  071  /«  jcju  iyu  v^f  p«y  •- 

OcAoZ/bll  f  f  Uw«/> 

Vv79  ittr  >c(iy  i^vffAiyit  Mjif  7I 

3«A«aF{;' 
Sc<fl<i»  fiir  K%p  i7«47A  9fei  p/«y 

Ol/AtZ/LtTO/O 
^}|r«/fltu/"    7«  <rf  X*  «iU7f  /Xi7ff0- 

f«  va/Ia  yuono. 

Leaffue  all  yqur  forces  then,  ye 

Powers  above, 
[oln  all,  and  try  th*  omnipotence 

of  Jove : 


Let  down  our  golden,  everlaftng 

chain, 
Whofe    ftrong    embrace    holds 

Heav'n«  and  earth  and  main : 
Strive  all  of  monal  or  immortal 

birth. 
To  drag  by  this  the  Thund'rer 

down  to  earth : 
Ye  drive  in  vain !  If  I  but  fbetch 

this  hand, 
I  heave  the  Gods,  the  ocean,  and 

the  land, 
I  Bx  the  chain  to  great  Olymput* 

height. 
And  the  vaft  world  hangs  (remb* 

ling  in  my  fight.     Pope. 

It  is  moil  probably  and  ingenioufly 
conjeftur'd,  that  hy  this  golden 
chain  may  be  underftood  the  fu- 
perior  attractive  force  of  the  fun, 
whereby  he  continues  unmov'd^ 
and  draws  all  the  reft  of  the  pla« 
n^ts  toward  him.  But  whatever 
is  meant  by  it,  it  is  certain  that 
our  poet  took  from  hence  the 
thought  of  hanging  th^  world  by  a 
golden  ^hain. 


U 
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If  that  way  be  your  walk^  you  have  not  far;         ? 
60  much  the  nearer  clanger  $  go  and  fpeed; 
Havoc  and  fpoil  and  rnin  are  my  gain. 

He  ceased  j  and  Satan  ftay'd  not  to  reply,      rol^ 
But  glad  that  now  his  fea  (hould  find  a  fhore^ 
With  frcfh  alacrity  and  force  fencw'd 
Springs  upward  like  a  pyramid  of  fire 

m 

1009*  Havoc  and  fioil  and  nan  that  cattel  are  find  to  hife  fcnn 

are  m/ gatfi.}    This  is  very  crofs  it.     Betwixt  tbe jm/fMag  nekh 

agreeable  to  thatcliara^ler  of  Chaos  two  rocks  at  ihc  entrance  iniD  the 

1^  Lucan,  Phar.  VI.  696.  Euxin    or    Black   Sea,   cajled  in 

&  Chaos  innumeros  avidmn  con-  ^'"'^  Symf-rgrd.,,  and  by  Juvenal 

•     ftndcrc  mundos.  f  kT  m'v  ^'"''         iiOLi'S 

which  Mil  con  very  well  tniflaltf 

loi  1.  Btif  glad  that  jwow  bis  fea  the  jujlling  rocksj  becaufe  they  wcw 

Jhouldfind  a  Jkwre^KxMXZ'  fo  near^    that  at   a  difbuoce  thcf 

eor  to  exprefs  his  joy  that  now  fecmed    to  open  and  ihut  agaily 

I  travel  and  voyage  fhould  end,  and  jufllc  one  another^  ai  the  Aq> 

Cunewhat  like  that  of  one  of  the  varied  its  courfe  thii  way  and  tluit 

Ancients,   who  reading  a   tedious  as  ufual.   '  In  Ponto  dua  Cyane^ 

book  nnd  coining  near  to  the  end  ab  alils    Symplc^ades    appeilaOB^  i 

Ciy'd  I  fee  land,  ^ err  cm  indeo.  tradit.n;que   fabulis    inter  Ic   COB-  1 

1017. — tban^benJrgopafsdkc.']  curriffe:    quoniam  parvo  dlfcretv    \ 

The  Aril  long  /hip  ever  feen  in  intervallo,   ex  adverfo  intraatfbui 

Greece,   in  which  Jafon  and  His  gcminae  ccrncbancur^    paiilofliqae 

companions    failed  to  Colchis  to  deHexa  acie,    coeuntiuin  ipedea     I 

fetch  the  golden  fleece.  *  Tbrottgb  prabebant.  Plin.  Nat.  WL  L.  4* 

Bw/perus^   the  Thracian  Bofporus,  Cap.  13.    The  reader  may  fee  a 

or  tiie  ftraits  of  Conflantinopley  or  farther  account  of  thefe  rocks,  vA 

the  channel  of  the  Black  Sea.    It  the  paflage  betwixt  them  in  ApoI« 

is  fometi;nes  writ  Bo/pherns^  as  in  lonius.  Argonaut.  II.  317,  &c.  la 

IVIr.  Fciiton*s  edition,    from  -^vf  (hort  Satan's  voyage  through  the 

and  9«0c:  but  Miiton  is  more  exafl  £ghting  elements  was  more  dilE* 

and  accurae,  ar.d  writes  Bofporiu  cult  and  dangerous'  than  that  flC 

according  to  the  beft  Greek  au-  the  .-Argonauts  dirough  nantwfcil 

chorc),  from  r-ikc  -e-sp©-,  bovis  tran-  betwixt  juftling  rocks. 
f  (u;ij  ihc  fca  being  fo  narrow  there 

1019.^ 


^oofclt     PARADISE  LOST.  175 

Into  the  wild  cxpflnfe^  and  through  the  fhock 

Of  fighting  elements,  on  all  fic^es  round  10 15 

Environ'd  wins  hisf  way  i  hairder  b^ttt 

And  more  indai^et'd,  thanf  when  Argo  pafs*d 

Through  fiofporus  betwht  the  juftling  rocks  r 

Or  when  Ulyffes  on  the  larbord  fhunn'ci 

pharybdis,  and  by  th'  6thcr  whiripbol  Aeer'd.    load 

.      So 

I019.  OrmshniVtjJifOMfhildr'  CharybSs  fituated  oa  the  UMrd 

hmrdjhuand  of  his  (hip  as  he  was  failing ;  bu( 

QmjffSs^  and  iff  tl^  aiber  mjlirl'  ihzt ,  Ulyffes  failing  on  the  Tarbord 

fooi  Jieer'd.  ]    Thjcfe    two  (to  the  left  hand  where  Scylla  was) 

Vtffi!s  Dr.  Bentley  would  throw  did  thereby  fliun  CbaryhtSsi  which 

qdte  awav.    Larbord  (he  fays)  is  was  ^e  truth  of  the  cafe.     The 

^boBunablc  in  heroic  poetry ;  but  Doctor's  other  obje6lion  isi,  that 

Dtyden   (as   the    Do£lor  owns)  Scylla   was  no  vMrhoolf  which 

thought  it  not  unfit  to  be  emp^oy'd  yet  (he  is  here  fuppoled  to  havA 

there :  and  Milton  in  other  places  been  :    But  Virgil  (whom  Milton 

iisai  ufed  nautical  terms,  wiihout  follows  ofcner  than  he  docs  Homer) 

being  cenfur^d  for  it  by  the  Dodon  defcribes  Scylla  as  nofvej  iu  faxa 

80  in  IX.  513.  he  fpeoks  of  *work-  irahcntem*  Mn.  HI.  425.  and  what 

wag  a  fljift  of  veering  and  JBifting\  is  that  lels  than  calling  it  a  tjchirl- 

^nd  in  I.  207.  of  mooring  uader  the  fool?    And  Athan.  liirchery  who 

lee.     So  Virgil*s  hgere  Uttui  is  ob-  has  written  a   particular  account 

fcrvcd  to  be  a  term  borrowed  from  of  Scylla  and  Charybdb  upon  his 

Mariners,  by  Servius  in  his  notes  own   view    of    them,    does     not 

fl&a  Ceorg.  fl.  44.   and  i£n.  III.  fcruple  to  cell  them  both  ixhirl" 

127.     But  the   Do£lor  has    two  fools.    The  truth  is«    that  Scylli 

"^ery  formidable  objedlions  againU  p  a  rock  fituated  in  a  fiiiajl  Lay 

4ic  Cenfe  of  thefe  verfes.    Firit  he  on   the  Italian  coall,    into  wliich 

fays  that  larbord  or  left  hand  is  a  t)ay  the  tide   runs   v/ith   a  very 

^iftake  hpre  for  fiarbord  or  right  ftrong  current,   fo  as  to  draw  in 

l^and,  CtaryUis  being  to  the  Jiar-  the  ihios    wluch    are  within  the 

lord  of  Vlv/j'e:,    when   he    lailed  compa(s  of  its  force,   and  cither 

ihrb'  thcfe  llraits.      This  is  very  dafh  them   a^ainil   the  rock,   or 

true,  but   it  docs  not  aficdl  what  fvvallow  them  in  the  eddies :    for 

Miltoii   here  fays;    for  the  fenfe  when  tiic  ftrsains  have  thus  vio- 

fiay  bc>   not  that  Vlyjfis  ihunn^d  lently  rulli'd  into  thQ  bay,    they 

V  4  meet 
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So  he  with  difficulty  and  labor  hard 
Mov'd  on,  with  difficulty  and  labor  he ; 
But  he  once  paft,  foon  after  when  man  fell. 
Strange  alteration !  Sin  and  Death  amain 
Following  his  track,  fuch  was  the  will  of  Heayen, 
Pav'd  after  him  a  broad  and  beaten  way  1026  * 

Over  the  dark  abyfs,  whofe  boiling  gulf 
Tamely  indur'd  a  bridge  of  wondrous  length 
From  Hell  continued  reacliing  th'  utmoft  orb 
Of  this  frail  world;  by  which  the  Spi'rits  pcrverfe 
With  eafy  intercourfc  pafs  to  and  fro  lOjf 

To  tempt  or  punifti  mortals,  except  whom 
God  and  good  Angels  guard  by  fpecial  grace. 

But 

meet  with  the  rock  Scylla  at  the  interpolation :    but  the  foregoing 

farther  end,  and  being  beat  back  words,  containing  a  repetition  of 

muft  therefore  form  an  eddy  or  what  went  before  them,  ow/A  dif^    \ 

whirlpool.  This  account  is  gathered  fculty  and  labor  he ^   have  no  force 

{>artly  from  Sandys's  travels,  and  nor  propriety,  unlefs  it  be  added 

part!y  from  Hiftoria  orbis  terra?,  (as  it  is  in  thcfe  verfes)  that  fome 

fcff.   where  it  is  faid.    Ejus  natura  others  afterwards  went  this  war 

eft  ut  ingenti  ultro  citroque  com-  with  more  eafe.                     Pearce. 

sneantium  aquarum  perturbatione  It  is  evident  that  thefe  lines  are  * 

agitetur :  quando  affluxu  agitatur,  Milton's,  and  cannot  be  an  inter- 

tanta  eft  ejus  viojentia,    ut  navis  polation  of  the  editor.     But  yet  I 

eo  dclapfa,    omni   evadendi    fpe  am  afraid  we  cannot  fo  eafily  get 

fublata,  montium  parietibus  illida-  over  the  Dodor's  other  objedlion 

tur.     Vide  Hoffman.  Lexicon.  that  this  fame  bridge  is  defcrib'd 

Pearce.  in  Book  X.    for  feveral  lines    to- 

1023.    Put  he  once  pnJI,    &c.  ]  gether  poetically  and  pompoufly. 

Dr.  Bentley  would  throw  out  here  as  a  thing    untouched  before  and 

eleven  verfes,  as  if  they  were  an  an  incident  to  furprifc  the  reader; 

and 
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It  now  at  laft  the  iacred  influence 
f  light  appearSj  and  from  the  walls  of  Heaven 
loots  &r  into  the  bofom  of  dim  Night  1036 

glimmering  da wq }  here  Nature  firft  begins 
[er  fartheft  verge,  and  Chaos  to  retire 
s  firom  her  outmoft  works  a  broken  foe 
^ith  tumult  lefs  and  with  lefs  hoftile  din,         104Q 
hat  Satan  with  lefs  toil,  and  now  with  eafe 
^afts  on  the  calmer  wave  by  dubious  lights 
nd  like  a  weather-beaten  veflfel  holds 

ladly  the  port,  though  fhrouds  and  tackle  torn; 
r  in  the  emptier  waftc,  refembling  air,  1 045 

Vighs  his  fpread  wings,  at  leifure  to  behold 

Far 

i  therefore  the  poet  (hould  not  moft  works  of  Nature  mentioned 

^e  anticipated  it  here.    Let  the  before. 

»  themlelves  be  approv'd ;  yet  /      t  /.       /•  /.t    t 
mull  be   allow'd,    it  is  wrong  .  .'^42.  —  h  ^^^lous  light,-]    In 
duft  and  want  of  oeconomy  for  J^\^  '»"^  ^"^  !"  '^%  preceding  de- 
whole  poem.     And  we  cannot  ^^"P!!^'^  ""{  ^j^^  ghmfnenng  dsri^ 
ollea    a    parallel    inllancc    in  that  Satan  firft  meets  with,  Miltoa 

mer  or  Virgil,  or  any   autho-    ^'^  P^^^^^^^  ^""^^^  ^°  ,^^,"^"; 
d  uoeL  elegant  account  of  Hercules  s  pal- 

pocu  face  out  of  Hell.  Here.  Fur.  668. 

1025.— — y</fi&  ivas  the  'will  of      9 

Heaveni]  A'©-  /''«7sArti7t      Non  caeca  tcnebris  incipit  prima 
.!!•  Horn.  Iliad.  I.  5.  via: 

Tenuis  rcli^las  lucis  a  tcrgo  nttor, 
039-  Jis  frvm  her  outmofl  ivorksl  Fulgorque  dubius  folis  afflidli  ca- 
Bentley  reads  i^/iinftcad  of  i&rr:  jit.     Thy^r, 

the  meaning  is  not  that  Chaos 

es    as   from  his   own  outmoft         1046.  Weighs  his  fpreaJ  'witgs^'] 
ks,  but  retires  as  from  the  out-   In  like  manner  Tallb  dcfcribing 

the 
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Far  ofF  th*  empyreal  Heav*n,  extended  wide 
In  circuit,  undeterniin*d  fquare  or  round, 
^ith  opal  tow'rs  and  battlements  adorn'd 
Of  living  faphir,  once  his  native  feat  5 
And  feft  by  hanging  in  a  golden  chain 
Tliis  pendant  world^  in  blgnefs  as  a  ftar 


At  Angei  Gabriers  flight.  Cant.  i. 
jBt.  14. 

£  ii  libro  fu  V  adeguate  penne. 

But  I  think  notwithftandine  the  na- 
tural partiality  one  has  tor  one's 
countryman,  the  preference  rouft 
D6  given  to  the  Italian.  I'he  fame 
Hanza  fuggeils  anciher  imitation. 
irafTo  calls  Gabriers  wings, 

Infaticabilmence,  agili,  e  prefle. 
And  Milton,  ver.  4089 

Upborne  with  indefatigable  wings. 

Thver. 

1049.  JFito  opal  tom'fs]  With 
lowers  of  precious  (lone?.  Opal  is 
a  ftone  of  diverfc  colors,  partaking 
of  the  c.irbimcles  faint  /ire,  the 
ametliifls  bright  purple,  and  the 
fmeralds  chcaring  green. 

Humi  and  Blchardfon, 

1052.  nis  pendent  Ivor Idy  in  hig" 

ncfs  cs  a  Jlar 

Of  fmallfi  magnitude  clofe  ly  the 

mcof/.l  By  this  pnidtn'tiL-orld 

15  not  meant  the  liarth;  but  the 

new  creation,  Heaven  and  Earth, 

the  whole  orb  of  £\  d  ilars  im- 


znenfely  bigrger  than  die  Etfd^  I 
mere  point  in  compirifim.  lU'l 
fure  from  what  Chaof  had  latc^ 
faid,  ver.  1004. 

Now  lately  Heaven  and  Eafdl 

anotlier  world. 
Hung  o'er  my  realm>  llokVf  k  |^ 

golden  chain. 

Befides,  Satan  did  not  fee  the  EaiA 
yet;  he  was  afterwards  furprisMi^ 
tbefuddcn  'vu'uj  of  all  this  iL-orli^ 
once^  III.  542.  and  wander'd  1 
on  the  outiide  of  it ;  till  at  lail 
faw  our  fun,  and  learned  there 
tlie  Arch-Angel  Uriel,  where 
Earth  and  Paradife  were.    See  I 
722.     fhis  ferJent  ^'orU  thcrrfoiij 
mud  mean  the  whole  |VorM, 
new  created  univerfc»   and 
far  off  it  appeared  in  com^^  ^^^ 
with  the  empyreal  Heaven  ne  b^' 
g^r  than  a  Jidr  of  finallefi  1'"^ 
tuj£ ;  nay  not  fo  large,  it  ap_ 
no  bigger  than  fuch  a  (lar  ap] 
to  be  when  it  is  chfe  lytht 
the  fuperior  light  whereof 
any  (lor  that  happens  to  be 
her  diik,  to  fecm  exceedingly 
and  almofi:  difappear.    Dr.  Ec 
has  Urangely  nuuaken  the  feafe 
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nallefl:  magnitude  clofe  by  the  moon.* 
ler  full  fraught  with  mifchievous  revenge^ 
rs*d^  and  in  a  curfed  hour  he  hies.  105^* 


1*1^9  tmderfiaading  th^t  die 
wu  meant,  and  yet  argoine 
oilly  that  the  £arth  could 

meant:  and  Mr.  Addifon 
len  into  the  like  miflake,  as 
s  from  his  words;  **  The 
imering  light  which  fliot  in- 
he  Chaos  fi'om  the  utmoll 
;e  of  the  creation,  with  the 
mt  diionrery  of  the  Earth 

hope  dofe  by  the  moon, 
wonoerfully  beautiful  and 
ical/*  But  how  much  more 
rful  is  the  imagination  of 
rodi^ous  dilhmce,  that  after 
had  tniYckd  on  fo  far,  and 


comes  within  ^ew  of  the  whoI« 
world,  it  ihould  ftill  appear  ia 
comparifon  with  the  empyreal  Hea- 
ven no  bigger  than  the  fmalleil 
ftar,  and  that  ftar  appearmg  yet 
fmaller  by  its  proximity  to  th^ 
moon  !  and  how  much  more  beau- 
tiful and  poetical  is  it  to  open 
the  fcenc  thus  by  degrees  I  Sataa 
at  firft  defcries  the  whole  world  at 
a  diftance  in  book  the  fecond,  and 
then  in  book  the  third  he  difcovera 
our  planetary  fyftem  and  the  fun* 
and  afterwards  by  the  diredion  of 
Uriel  the  earth  and  neighbouring 
moon. 


.^ 


The  end  of  the  Second  Book. 


f     ^ 


Cfj^^^yfita^ 


THE 


ffHiKD    Book 


o  s; 


A  D  I  S  E    LOST. 


THE   argument; 

^jod  Httii^  oii  his  throne  fees  Satan  flying  towards 
world,  then  newly  createdj  fhows  him  to  the  Son 
iat  at  his  right  hand ;  toretels  the  fucccfs  of  Satai 
perverting  mankind;  clears  his  own  juftice  and  wil! 
irom  all  imputation,  having  created  Man  tree  and 
enough  to  have  wiihftood  his  tempter;  yet  declares 
purpoft  of  grace  towards  him,  in  regard  he  fell  no 
his  own  miilice,  as  did  Satan,  but  by  him  feduc'd. 
Son  of  God  renders  pr^fes  to  his  Father  for  the  m 
fcftation  of  his  gracious  purpofe  towards  Man; 
God  again  declaresi  that  Grace  cannot  be  extendec 
wards  Man  without  the  fatifaftion  of  diviije  joft 
Man  hath  ofFer.dei  the  majcfty  of  God  by  a^irioj 
Godhead,  and  tlierefore  with  all  his  progeny  devote 
death  mull  die,  unle{k  fome  one  can  be  found  fuSi 
to  an(wer  for  his  offenle,  and  undergo  his  puniflm 
The  Son  of  God  freely  oEFers  himfelf  a  ranfome 
Man :  the  Father  accepts  him,  ordains  his  incamal 
pronounces  his  exaltation  above  all  names  in  He 
and  Earth}  commands  all  the  Angels  to  adore  1: 
they  obey,  and  hymning  co  their  harps  in  &11  q 

'^  celebrate  the  Father  and  the  Son.  Mean  wlule  S 
alights  upon  (he  bare  convex  of  this  world*s  outqi 
orbi  where  wand'ring  he  firft  finds  a  place,  fince  c 
The  Limbo  of  Vanity;  *hat  perfons  and  things  fl' 
diither ;  thence  comes  to  the  gate  of  Heaven,  defci 
afcendlng  by  flairs,  and  the  waters  above  the  fimfiai 
that  flow  about  it:  His  pafl&ge  thence  to  the  orb  ol 
fun  ;  he  finds  there  Uriel  the  regent  of  that  orbf- 
firfl;  changes  himfelf  into  the  fliape  of  a  Aieaner  Ac 
and  pretending  a  zealous  deflre  to  behold  the  new  < 
tion,  and  Man  whom  God  had  plac'd  here,  inquir 
liim  the  place  of  his  habitation,  and  is  dirc^sdj  tiSi 
fitft  «a  mouat  Ni^utct.; 
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BOOK        III. 

I  AIL  holy  Light,  oftpring  of  Heav'n  GxH-hosa^ 
Or  of  th'  Eternal  coeternal  beam 

y  I  exprefs  thee*  unblam'd  ?  fince  God  is  light. 

And 

orace  advifes  a  poet  to  con-  reader,  I  ixnagin,  cannot  wUh  ie 

thoroughly  the  nature  and  were  omitted.  One  is  even  pleafed 

i  of  his  geoliis.    Milton  feems  with  a  fault,  if  it  be  a  fault,  tiiac 

lave  ioiown   perfedly  well,  is  the  occasion  of  fo  many  beauties^ 

Tin  his  ftrength  lay,  and  has  and  acquaints  us  fo  much  with  tho 

Jbre  chofen  a  fubjedt  entirely  circumftanccs  and  charadter  of  tho 

irmable  to  thofe  talents,    of  author. 

Ji  &e  was  mafter.     As  his  ge-  2.  Or  of  ih^  eternal coftsma!  leam 

was  wonderfully  turned  to  the  Mey  1  exfrefs  thee    unhlanidf  J 

ine,  lus  fubjecl  is  the  noblell  Or  may  I  without  blame  call  thce» 

could  have  entered  into  the  the  coeternal  beam  of  the  eternal 

ghts  of  man.      Every  thing  God?     The  Ancients  were  \txf 

is  truly  great  and  adonifhing  cautious  and  curious  by  what  names 

l^laceinit.  The  whole  fyftem  they  addrefs'd  their  deities,  and  MiN 

lemtelleftaal  world;  the  Chaos  ton  in  imitation  of  them  queftions 

the  Creation ;  Heaven,  Earth,  whetlier  he  (hould  addrefs  the  Light 

Hell,  enter  into  the  coniutu-  as  the  firfl-born  of  Heaven,  or  as 

of  his  poem.    Having  in  the  the  coeternal  beam  of  the  eternal 

and  fecond  books  rcprefented  Father,   or    as    a    pure    ethereal 

infernal  world  with  all  its  hor-  flreamwhofe  fountain  is  unknowns- 

p  the  thread  of  his  fable  natu-  I>ut  as  the  fecond  appellation  fecms 

f  leads  him  into  tlie  oppDfit  re '  to    afcribe  r*.  proper    eternity    to 

IS  of  Kife  and  glory.    Addlfon.  Light,   Milton  very  juftly  doubt* 

.  Hailhdf  Ugkt^  &c.]  Our  au-  whether  he  might  ufe  that  without 

'*s  addreis  to  Lig^t,  and  lamen-  blame. 

m  of  his  own  blind ncfs  may  3.         mmmmfnce  God  is  lights 

laps  be  cenfur'd  as  an  excre-  And — in  v.iai>rr,nih:d light 

ice  or  digrellion  not  agreeable  Jhuelt  ■         j  Fioni  i  Jwhn  I.  J'J 

lie  rules  of  epic  poetry;    bat  God  i:  light,  rrJ  in  Lm  is  ro  dark' 

this  b  fo  charming  a  part  of  efi  ct  all     And   i  Tim.  VL  16. 

poenif  th«(  the  moft  cxitical  M^if  ai^  iati  immrftilitj,  i^-cllrng 
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And  never  but  in  unapproached  light 
Dwelt  from  eternity,  dwelt  then  in  thee. 
Bright  effluence  of  bright  eflence  increate* 
Or  hear'ft  thou  rather  pure  ethereal  ftream, 
Whofe  fountain  who  /hall  tell  ?  before  the  fun. 
Before  the  Heav'ns  thou  wert,  and  at  the  voice 
Of  God,  as  with  a  mantle  didft  inveft 
The  rifing  world  of  waters  dark  and  deep. 
Won  from  the  void  and  formlefs  infinite. 
Thee  I  rc-vifit  now  with  bolder  wing. 


It  the  Ughtf  'Uibicb  n»  man  can  af' 
fmuh  unf, 

6*  Bright  iffiuitice  9/ bright  ejfence 

imereatt,^  What  the  Wifdom 

of  Solomon  fays  of  Wifdom,    he 

applies  to  Light,  VII.  25, 26.  ^hi 

is  a  purg  injmenct  Jiotwing  from  tbi 
glory  of  the  Almighty^  -_^  is  tbi 
brightmfs  of  the  e*verlafiing  light, 

7.  Or  bear'fi  thou  rather^  Or 
doft  thou  rather  hear  this  addrefs, 
doft  thoii  delight  rather  to  be  cdl'd, 
fmre  ttbcreal  Jiream?  An  excellent 
Latinilin,  as  Dr.  Bentley  obferves, 
Hor.  Sat.  II.  VI.  20. 

Matutine  pater  feu  Jane  liben- 
dus  audit  ? 

And  we  have  an  expreflion  of  the 
fiune  kind  in  Spenfer,  Fairy  Queen, 
B.  1.  Cant.  5.  St.  23. 

If  old  Avcugle's  fonsyi  ewlbtar: 
Whofi  fountain  who Jhall  tell  f  As  the 

fiMftiMi  is  alk*d  in  Job  XXXVm. 


Eica] 

19.  When  is  tbi  wimy  nubin  i 
dweUeth  t 

1 1,  ^ht  riftng  njcorld  tf  «M 

dark  and  deepA^  For  th«  m 

was  only  in  a  date  of  Huidigr,  w 

the  light  was  created;  as  M 

fays.  The  Spirit  of  G§d 


the  fact  of  the  ijoeatn  %  astd  < 
faid  Let  there  be  light  ^  and  there  4 
liphty  Gen.  1. 2,  %.  And  this  ti 
of  Milton, 

The  rifing  world  of  waters  cb 
and  deep, 

is  plainly  formed  upon  this  of  Sp 
fcr.  Fairy  Queen.  B.  1.  C.  t.  Slj 

And  through  the  world  of  wtfi 
wide  and  deep. 
12.  Won  from  the  nmdmsdflm 
lefs  infinite.  \  VoidmaSt  not  here  I 
underftood  as  emptimfs^  for  Cll 
is  defcribed  full  of  matteri  fc 
'void,  as  deftitute  of  any  ktd 
being,  void  at  the  earth  was  ^ 
firft  otated.    What  Mofcs  fiurs  c 

tbi 
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Efcap'd  the  Stygian  pool,  though  long  detain'd 

En  that  obfcure  fqourn, ,  while  in  my  flight  1 5 

Through  utter  and  through  middle  darknefs  borne 

With  other  notes  than  to  th'  Orphean  lyre 

I  fung  of  Chaos  and  eternal  Night, 

Taught  by  the  heav'niy  Mufe  to  venture  down 

The  dark  descent,  and  up  to  re*afcend,  10 

though  hard  and  rare :  thee  I  revifit  fafe^ 

And  feel  thy  fovran  vital  lamp ;  but  thou 

Keviiit'ft  not  thefe  eyes,  that  roll  in  vain 


tiiit  is  liere  applied  to  Chaos,  ^Uh- 
mat  firm  ad  void.  A  (hort  but 
iioble  ddcription  of  Chaos,  which 
&  ^aid  to  be  hfiiife,  as  it  extended 
Underneathy  as  Heaveh  above^  in- 
finitely.    Ricbanffon, 

16.  Tifrougb  utter  and  through 
mddie  dorknefi  ]    Through 

Jflell  which  is  often  caird  utter 
iitrknefsy  and  dmmeh  the  great  gulf 
between  Hell  and  Heaven,  the 
middie  darknefs. 

1 7.  Hlth  other mes  than  to  tl}  Or- 

fhean  tyre  Sec.  ]    Orpheus 

ttiade  a  hymn  to  Night,  which  is 

ftill  extant;  he  alfo  wrote  of  the 

treacion  oat  of  Chaos.    See  Apoll. 

Modias  I.  493.     Orpheus  Was  in- 

if^M  by  his  mother  Calliope  only, 

ISGltoii  by  the  beaiv'nly  Mufe  \  there- 

:^fere  he  boafts  he  fung  with  other 

Motes  than  Oipheus,  tho*  the  fub- 

^jeds  were  the  uune.       Richardfon. 

ip.  Taught  ly  tht  heav'nfy  hh^ 


To 

&c.]  He  was  not  Only  taught  by 
the  Mufe  to  'venture  diFwn,  which 
indeed  was  not  very  hard  and  dif- 
ficult, but  alfo  uf  to  reafcend^  the"" 
hard  and  rare^  which  is  manifelUy 
an  allufion  to  Virgil,  i£n.  VI.  128. 

6cd  rcvocare  eradum,  fuperafque 

evadere  ad  auras 
Hoc  opus,  hie  labor  eft;  paud, 

quos  xquus  amavit 
Jupiter,  aut  ardens  evexit  ad  se- 

thefa  virtus, 
Diis  geniti  potuere. 

But  to  return,  and  view  the  cheats 

ful  (kies. 
In  this  the  caOc,  and  mighty  labor 

lies : 
To  few  great  Jupiter  imparts  this 

g^ce. 
And  thofe  of  fhining  worth  ana 

heav'xily  race, 

X>J7dcn. 
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To  find  thy  piercing  ray,  and  find  no  dawn; 
So  thick  a  drop  fcrcnc  hath  quenched  their  orbs,  25 
Or  dim  fuffufion  vcil'd.    Yet  not  the  more 
Ceafe  I  to  wander,  where  the  Mufes  haunt 

Clear  fpring,  or  ihady  grove,  or  funny  hill, 

Smit 


9$.   S0  thick  a  irtp  firene  bath 
fUmlfi  their  orbs^ 

Or^MfaJufttnnmN.']  Dnp  fe- 
r/ir/ or  Giitta  ferena.  It  was  for- 
merly thought  that  that  fort  of 
biindnefs  was  an  incurable  ex- 
tindlion  or  quenching  of  fight  by 
a  tranfparent,  watry,  cold  humor 
diililline  upon  the  optic  nen^e, 
tho'  m^ing  very  little  change  in 
the  eve  to  appearance,  if  any;  'tis 
now  Known  to  be  moft  commonly 
an  oblb-u£tion  in  the.  capillarv  vet- 
fels  of  that  nerve,  and  curaole  in 
fome  cafes.  A  catara^  for  many 
ages,  and  till  about  thirty  years 
ago,  was  thought  to  be  a  film  ex- 
ternally growing  over  the  eye,  in- 
tercepting or  veiling  the  fight,  be- 
guining  with  dimnefs,  and  U>  in* 
creafing  till  vifion  was  totally  ob- 
flrufled  :  but  the  difeafe  is  in  the 
cryllallin  humor  lying  between  the 
outmoit  coat  of  the  eye  and  the 
pupilla.  The  dimnefs  which  is  at 
the  beginning  is  called  a  fiiffufion ; 
and  when  the  fight  is  bC  tis  a 
€atara8\  and  cur^d  by  couching, 
which  is  with  a  needle  paffing 
through  the  external  coat  and  driv- 
ing down  the  difeasM  cryftallin,  the 
lofs  of  which  is  ibmewhat  fupply'd 
by  the  ufc  of  a  large  convex  glafs. 
When  Milton  was  iiiil  blind,  he 


wrote  to  his  friend  Leonard  Phi* 
lara,  an  Athenian  then  at  Paris, 
fiir  him  to  confult  Ilk;  Theveaic; 
hefenthis  cafe  fti^inthe  i5dirf 
his  fomiUar  letters):  what  ufwer 
he  had  is  not  known ;  but  it  feems 
by  this  paflage  that  he  was  not 
certain  what  his  difeafe  was:  or 
perhaps  he  had  a  mind  to  defcribe 
Doth  the  great  caufes  of  Undnds 
according  to  what  was  known  at 
that  time,  as  his  whole  poem  is  in- 
terfpers*d  with  great  variety  of 
learning.    lUcbardfoHm 


26.  i— —  Tetmtth  mart 
Ceafe  I  to  tuamUr^'l  Dr.  Bentley 
would  read  Tet  not  fir  that  &c. 
there  being  as  he  fays  no  gradation 
in  ceafing.  Du  Pearce  prefers  as 
coming  nearer  to  the  text,  Tet  mt 
therefire^  our  poet  and  Fairfax  fre- 
quently placing  the  tone  on  the 
laft  fyllable  of  thcrtfirt.  Bat  I 
cannot  fee  the  necefGty  lor  an  i1- 
teration ;  Yet  not  the  mart  ceafe  It^ 
*wamler  may  be  allowed,  if  not 
juAif/d  by  Et/i  fiddceffari  feiet  IB 
Virgil,  Ed.  VII.  lo.  We  may  ua- 
derftand  ceafe  here  in  the  feme  of 
forbear  i  Yet  not  the  more  yftrAtfr 
I  to  wander:  I  do  it  as  much  as  1 
did  before  I  was  blind. 
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nth  the  love  of  facMd  fbng ;  but  chief 
Sion,  and  the  flowry  brooks  beneath,         30 
.vafli  thy  hallow'd  feet,  and  warbling  flow, 
y  I  vifit :  nor  fometimes  forget 
other  two  equaled  with  me  in  fate, 

91//  nviti  tin  lovi  ofjacrtd  botch  at  beft.    The  moft  probabl0 ./  '^ 
wgi^    So  Virgil.  Georg.    explanation  of  this  pa^^  I  coii« 

ceive  to  be  thii.    Tho   he  men- . 
)ulces  ante  omnia  Mufe.       tions^irr,  yet  diere  lie  but  M<ii  ^ 
1  facra  fero  ingcnti  per-    ^^®°^  ^^  particularly  defim  to  re-  - 
iis  amore  fembic,  and  thofe  he  difUnguifhes 

both  with  the  epithet  blind  to  make 
»the  flonxTy  brooks  beneathy']    the  likenefs  the  more  ilriking, 

and  Siloah.     He  ftill  was      -o,.  j^tl  •      jtt-  jtui^  :j.s 

A   1     1     L  r    1.        Bltud  Jbamyns  and  bund  Maomdes. 

3  Itudy  the  beauties  of  the  '^ 

poets,  but  his  highell  dc-  Meeomdes  is  Homer,  fo  call'd  from 

I  in  the  fongs  of  Sion,  in  the  name  of  his  father  Mxon :  and 

'  Scriptures,  and  in  thefe  no  wonder   our    poet   de6res  to' 

ated  day  and  night.    1'his  equal  him  in  renown,  whofe  writ- 

ife  of  the  pafTagc  flript  of  ings  he  fo  much  ftudied,  adnir'd 

al  ornaments.  and  imitated.      The  chara^ler  of 

-  nor  fcfnt  times  fcrgct]  'Tis  Thannris  is  not  fo  well  known  and 

as  and  fometimes  not  forget,  eftabufh'd :    but  Homer  mentions 

mque  in  Lntin  are    fre-  him  in  the  Iliad.  II.  59^;  and  £u- 

the  fame  as  et  non,  ftathius  ranks  him   with  Orpheus 

Fearce.  and  Mufxus,  the  moil  celebrated 

hofe  other  tnio  5:c.'J    It  has  poets  and  muficians.      That  luflful 

igin*d  that  Milton  didated  challenge  of  his  to  the  nine  Mufes 

rr  too,  which  tho'  different  was  probably  nothing   more  than 

yet  is  not  dii'tingjifliable  a  fable  invented  to  exprefs  Iiis  vio- 

,  fo  that  they  might  eafily  lent  love  and  alTedlion  for  poetry. 

ten  the  one  for  the  other.  Plato  mentions   his    hyiiihs    with 

efs  of  fpcccb   p(  rhaps  wc  honor    in   the   beginning   of  his 

:ad  others  inlK-ad  of  other,  eighth  book  of  Laws,  and  towards 

(rs  too:  hut  i'.tt  i..*htr  tt\ay  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  book  of 

ted  as  well  as  t-jefe  other  his  Republic  feigns,  ujwn  the  prin- 

83.  //V/i  ether 'u heel  ciples  of  tranfmigration,    that  the 

:  but  tl.cn  it  li.utt  be  ac-  foul    of   Thamyris    pafled   into  « 

gcd    that  too  ii    a   foi ry  nightingale.     He  waa  a  Thracian 
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So  were  I  equaled  with  thenrin  renown. 

Blind  Thamyris  and  blmd  KUDOnides,  3^ 

And  Tirefias  and  Phineus  prophets  old : 

Then  feed  on  thoughts,  -  that  voluntary  move 

Harmonious  numbers ;  as  the  wakeful  bird 

•  * 

"^^tpgs  darkling,  and  in  (hadiefl  covert  hid 
Tunes  her  noAurnal  note.  Thus  with  the  year     40 
.Seafons  return^  but  not  to  me  returns  '     ** 

by  birth,  and  invented  the  Doric  Dr.  Bentley  is  totally  for  rqedins 
mood  01*  meafurey  according  to  this  verfe^  and  objeds  to  the  bad 
Pliny,  L.  7.  c.  57.  Plutarch  in  acccntof  TVr^^zj;  but  asDr.Peiite* 
his  treatife  of  Mulic  fays  that  he  obferves  the  accent  may  be  mead- 
had  the  fined  voice  of  any  of  his  ed  by  fuppofmg  that  the  inter' 
time,  and  wrote  a  poem  of  the  lin'd  copy  intended  this  order  of 
war  of  the  T|Uns  with  the  Gods :  the  words, 

and  fitmi  Siudas  we  learn  that  he      a„j  pk;«-i,«  ^^sA  ^x^mti^  ^*^*f« 
•  compwVl  Hkewife  a  poem  of  the     AndWuneusandTirefiMpiophet. 

generation  of  the  world,    which 

being  fubjedb  near  of  kin  to  Mil-  And  the  verfe  tppean  to  be  ge- 

ton's  might  i>robably  occaiion  the  nuin  bv  Mr.  MarveTi  alinding  to 

mention  of  him  in  this  place.  Tha-  it  in  his  verfes  prefixed  tD  die  ie* 

mpii  then  and  Homer  are  fhe/g  ether  cond  edition ; 

currente  calamo  had   added    the  '  "g  c- 

two   othen,  Tir^  and  Phitum,  And  as  Mr.  Lauder  difervest  they 

the  one  a  Theban,   the   other  a  are  all  four  joined  ta«ether  i^ 

king  of  Arcadia,   famous   bGnd  Mafenius; 

r^Jr^^.,ffSS  ^t^cS""  ""^'"  ^^ 

comprehends   both    charadlcrs   as     t,v-<:«.    du:..^...    t»i.         •# 
-y^Jdoth  in  Latin.  ^''*^*"'  ^^"S^  Thamyn8i«. 

uM  Tirefias  W  Piimus  froftOi  ^  ""«^"*  Homerus. 

^^  37*  ^nkufeed  on  tboMght^l  No^ 

,« thing 


• 


■w 
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Day,  or  the  fwcet  apprggafc  of  ev'n  or  mortis 
Or  fight  of  vernal  bloom,  or  fummer'a  rofe. 
Or  flocks,  or  herds,  or  human  face  divines 
But  dood  inftead^  and  ever-during  dark 
Surroundi^me,  fixmi  the  chearfbl  ways  of  men 
Cut  off,  and  for  the  book  o£.knowledge.fii^ .».. 
Prefiuited  with  a  univerfal  blank 
Of  nature's  works  to  me  expung'd  and  ras*4i ' 


lap 


-  > 


•fc 


45 


*4tng  coaM  better  exprefs  the  miiC' 

^1b{ttoughtfalners  of  a  blind  poet. 

The  phrafe  was  perhaps  borrowed 

from  the  following  line  of  Spenfer^s 

Tears  of  the  Muies, 

X  feed  on  fweet  contentment  of 
mj  thought.        Tbyer, 

37.  «—  that  'voluntary  mwi 
lUartmmmu  fmmhtrs\  &c.]  And 
the  T9MAKi  wtH  obferve  the  flowing 
^  the  nomben  here  with  all  the 
eafe  and  hamof^  of  the  fineft  vo- 
luntary. The  words  feem  of  them- 
felves  to  have  fidl'n  natur^jr  into 
verfe  almoft  without  the  poet*s 
thinking  of  it.  And  this  hannony 
Appears  so  greater  advantage  for 
the  roQ^ineS  of  fome  of  the  pre- 
ceding vain,  which  is  an  artifice 
frequently  prafticM  by  Milton*  to 
be  careleJs  of  his  numbers  in  (bme 
places*  the  better  to  fet  off  the 
mnfical  flow  of  thofe  which  imme- 
diately follow. 


39.  ^—  iarkUng^  It  is  faid  that 
this  wQcd  was  coin*d  by  onr  au- 


And     ; 

thor,  but  I  find  it  uTed  feveral 
times  im  Shakefpear  and  the  au- 
thors of  t)iat  age.  Lear*s  fool  fays» 
Adkl.  So  out  went  the  candle,  uid 
wc  were  left  darkling. 

41.  Stafi^s  return^  iat  noitf  m§ 
retmms^  This  beautifu  turn 
of  the  words  is  copied  from  the 
beginning  of  the  thud  t&.  of  Gua- 
rini's  Paftor  Fido.  Miitillo  ad* 
drefTes  the  (jpring. 

Tu  tomi  ben,  raa  teco 

Non  tomano  CsTr. 

Tu  tomi  ben,  tu  tomi. 

Ma  teco  altro  non  toma  (!t€.  *) 

Thou  art  retum*d;  but  the  fe* 
licity 

Thou  bronght*ft  ne  laft  is  not  re- 
turned with  Ike: 

Thou  art  retnh^d;   bat  nought '*' 
returns  with  thee  •    ^ 

Save  my  laft  j^  reg;retful  me- 
mory.       raalhawe» 

49.    Of  natmr^s  ^n9rh    $tc.  ] 
Dr.  Bentley  read*  Ali  wntmre^s  ^ftaf  •  a' 
&c.  becaufis  (he  fays)  a  kha$i^^^ 
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And  wifdom  at  one  entranoe  quite  fhut  out.  50 

So  much  the  rather  thou,  celeftial  Light, 

Shine  inward,  and  the  mind  through  all  her  powers 

Irradiate,  there  plant  eyes,  all  mift  from  thence 

Purge  and  difperfe,  that  I  may  fee  andtell 

Of  things  invifible  to  mortal  fight.  55 

Now 

nvwh  is  an  unphilofophical  expref-  of  it  and  them  ever  Co  pafEonitdf 

fion.    If  fo,   and  if  the  fentence  and  fo  patiently  lamentied.    TIm/ 

jDUil  terminate  at  l/ank,  why  may  that  will  read  the  moft  excellent 

we  not  read  ?  Homer,  bemoaning  the  fiune  mis- 

f  refented  with  an  iiniverfal  blank;  5^'^"^^^!"  ^"^  V'^J^,.^^.  "^ 
^//nature's  works  to  mcexpungd  '^'''  Herodotus  in  his  We  gives 
««j  ^^^A  "^  "^™c  verfes,  m  which  he  be- 
*"^'*''^'  wailed  his  blindnefs.  Hmme, 
that  is,  all  nature's  works  being,  52.  Sbine  hmvar^^']  He  has  the 
in  refpedl  to  the  umvirfal  blank,  or  fame  kind  of  thought  more  than 
abfcnce  of  light  from  me,  ex-  once  in  his  profe  works.  Sec  his 
rung*d  to  me  and  ras'd.  Ptara.  Epift.  to  Emeric  Bigot.  Orbitatem 
It  is  to  be  wiih'd  that  fome  fuch  certe  luminis  quidni  leniter  feram, 
emendation  as  this  w<is  admitted,  quod  non  tarn  amifiiun  quam  revo- 
lt clears  the  fyntax,  which  at  pre-  catum  intus  atque  retradum,  ad 
feat  is  \^iy  much  embarafs'd.  All  acuendam  potius  mentis  acicm 
natures  ivorh  being  to  me  expungd  quam  ad  hebetandam»  fperem \ 
end  raid^  and  fwijdom  at  one  en-  Epifl.  Fam.  2 1 .  See  alfo  his  De- 
trance  quite  Jhut  out  is  plain  and  in-  fenfio  Secunda,  p.  325.  Edit.  1738. 
tclligible ;  but  otherwife  it  is  not  Sim  ego  debiliiTunusy  dummodo  io 
eafy  to  fay  what  the  conjundlion  mea  debilitate  immortalis  illc  el 
^^  copulates  nvi/dom  to ;  Andijcif-  melior  vigor  eo  fe  efficacius  exerat; 
dom  at  one  entrance  quite  /hut  out.  dummodo  in  meis  tenebris  diw 
4^.  _  ra^d^  Of  the  Latin  vultfis  lumen  eo  clarias  clnceat ; 
redtre\  the  Romans  who  writ  on  turn  enim  infinniilimus  ero  ilmul 
waxed  tables  with  iron  llilcs,  when  et  validiflimus,  cascus  codem  tem- 
they  (Iruck  out  a  word,  did  ttihu-  pore  et  pcrfpicaciflimus ;  hac  pof- 
lam  radtre  rafc  it  out.  ligiit  and  iim  ego  infirmitate  confummari. 
Che  blciUngs  of  it  were  never  hac  perfici,  poflim  in  hac  obicuri- 
drawn  in  more  lively  colors  and  tate  fic  ego  irradiari.  Et  fane  haud 
finer  ^kes;  nor  w<u>  the  fad  lofs  ultima  Dei  cara  c%ci  fumus; 


} 
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)W  had  th'  almighty  Father  from  above, 

L  the  pure  empyr^  where  he  fits 

thron'd  above  all  highth,  bent  down  his  eye, 

wn  works  and  their  works  at  once  to  view : 

It  him  all  the  Sandtities  of  Heaven  60 

I  thick  as  ftars,  and  from  his  fight  received 

Beatitude 


un  ocolomm  hebetadine, 
:sle[lium  alarum  umbra  has 
:cifrc  tenebras  videtur,  fadas 
e  rurfus  interiore  ac  long^ 
•iliore    lumine    baud    raro 


Now  had  tij  almighty  Father 
The  furvey  of  the  whole 
D,  and  of  every  thing  that 
fa£led  in  it,  is  a  profpe^l 
'  of  omnifcience ;  and  as 
ibove  that,  in  which  Virgil 
wn  his  Jupiter,  as  the  Chri- 
ea  of  the  fupreme  Beine  is 
rational  and  fubiime  uian 
f  the  Heathens.  The  par- 
obje£ls,  on  which  he  is  de- 
Co  have  caft  his  eye,  are 
nted  in  the  moft  beautiful 
ely  manner.  AM/on. 

pidlure  of  the  Almighty's 
I  down  from  Heaven  is 
the  fame  with  that  which 
g^ves  in  the  following  lines, 
I.  St.  7. 

do  da  r  alto  foglio  il  Padre 
;erno, 

ne  la  parte  piii  del  Ciel  iin- 
;ra; 


E  ^uanto  2  da  le  fielle  al  baflb 

inferno^ 
Tanto  e  piik  in  si  de  It  ftellata 

(phera: 
Gli  occhi  in  giti  voUe,  e  in  im 

fol  punto,  e  in  nna 
Vifta  miro  cio,  che*  n  fe  il  mondo 

adwna. 

When  God  alnughty  from  his 

lofty  throne» 
Set  in  thofe  parts  of  Heav*n  that 

pureil  are, 
(As  far  above  the  dear  Aan  every 

one. 
As  it  is  henee  np  to  the  higheil 

Looked  down,    and  all  at  once 

this  world  beheld. 
Each  land,  each  city,  country, 

town,  and  field,      Fairfax. 

Tbytr. 

59.  — —  rnnd  their  njovrks]  That 
is  the  works  of  his  own  works» 
the  operations  of  his  own  crea« 
tures.  Angels,  Men,  Devils. 

61.  —  andfrm  his  fight  neii*v'd 

Beatitude  faft  uiteranee\^    Our 

author  here  alludes  ID  the  beatific 

tvifion,   in  which  divines  fuppofe 

X  4  tho 
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Beatitude  paft  utterance ;  on  his  right 

The  radiant  image  of  his  glory  fat, 

His  only  Son ;  on  earth  he  firft  beheld 

Our  two  firft  parents,  yet  the  only  two  65 

Of  mankind,  in  the  happy  garden  placed. 

Reaping  immortal  fruits  of  joy  and  love. 

Uninterrupted  joy,  unrival'd  love 

In  blifsful  folitude;  he  then  furvey*d 

Hell  and  the  gulf  between,  and  Satan  there         76  1 

Coafting  the  wall  of  Heav'n  on  this  fide  Night 

^  the   happinefs  of  die   Saints  to  or  air,  but  <it7V^9«/^rjR/r«ff/»/,  with- 
confiil.        Thyir,  out  any  fphcre  of  fixed  ftars  over 

6^,  -         9H  bis  fi£^t  ^^'  ^  °*^^^  ^^  tzt^.    The  fpherc 

"The  radiant  image  of  hi.  ^lory/at,  9^  ^/^.   ^^^   ^^    '^f^^^^  COmpn^ 

Hh  cv/y  Son;  ]    Accordins  to  St.  "tended  m  it,  and  made  a  part  of  it. 

Paul,  Heb.  I.  3.    Hh  Sofi ivlj        77-  ^'^  Gcd  hibol£ng  /rem  blf 

being  thi  hrightnefs  of  his  gkry,  and        _^   f^offea  btgby 

the  exprefs  image  if  his  perfin Wherein  paft,  frefent,  future   be 

fat  dorivu  on  the  right  hand  cf  the  beholds,]    Boethius,    an  au- 

mrjefty  on  high.     Let  the  difceming  ^^^^  ^^^  unworthy  of  our  poet's 

linguift  compare  the  preceding  de-  ™>»»on»  dcfcribing  the  Deity  ufes 

fcription  of  God  with  that  by  Taf-  ^xaftly  the  fame  terms.     Qui  cum 

fo.  Cant.  9.  Stan.  55,  56,  C7.  ^^.^^'^  providentis^^oJ^  refpidt, 

Hume.  q">a  cuique  evcniat.  DcConf.Phi- 

72.  In  thi  dim  air]  This  is  the 

acr  brum  of  the  Italians,  who  al-  ^^fi^9  fut  fuiriniy  vnuaaifm 

mod  conftantly  exprefs  a  gloomy  ^^^  mentis  cemit  in  idlu. 
dufky  air  in  thcfc  terms,     fhyer.  J^-  L-  5-  M*^'''-  ^-       ^byer. 

75.  Finn  land imkofontdy  ivithout        79.  Thus  to  his  cnl\  Son  forefieing 

firmament,  &c.  ]   The  uni-  /p^^^f-]    If  Milton's  majcfty 

ycrfc  appear'd  to  Satan  to  be  a  fo-    forfakes  him  any  where,  it  is  in 

lid  globe,  incompafs'd  on  all  fides   thofe  parts  of  his  poem,  where  Bie 

but  uncertain  whether  with  water  divine  Pcrfons  are  introduced  as 

ipcakcrs. 
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n  the  dun  air  fublime,  ind -ready  now      • 
To  ftoop  with  wearied  wings  and  willing  feet    . 
[)n  the  bare  outfide  of  this  world,  that  feem'd 
?irm  land  imbofom'd,  without  firmament  .         75 
CJncertain  which,  in  ocean  or  in  air. 
FBm  God  beholding  from  his  profpedl  high, 
kVhcrein  paft,  prefent,  future  he  beholds. 
Thus  to  his  only  Son  forefceing  fpake.   .    . 

Only  begotton  Son,  feeft  thou  what  rage       -  80 
Tranfports  our  Adverfary?  whom  no  bounds 

Prefcrib'd, 

takers.    One  may,  I  think,  ob-  of  Chriftianity,   and  dcavm  Coge- 

(re  that  the  author  prcceeds  wich  ther  in  a  regular  fchcme  the  whole 

I  kind    of  fear  and    trembling,  difpenfation  of   Providence    with 

Whilil  he  defcribes  the  fcntimencs  re(pc6l  to  Man.      He  has  repre- 

of  the  Almighty.     He  dares  not  fenced  all  the  ablh-ufe  doQrins  of 

rhU  imagination  its  full  play,  predeflinacion;  free-will  and  grace* 
choofes  to  confine  himfelf  to  as  alfo  the  great  points  of  incamia- 
foch  thoughts  as  are  drawn  from  tion  and  redemption  (which  natu- 
re books  of  the  moll  orthodox  di-  rally  grow  up  in  a  poem  that  treats 
vines,  and  to  fuch  expreflions  as  of  the  fall  of  Man)  with  great 
^7  be  met  with  in  Scripture.  The  energy  of  expreffion,  and  in  a 
beauties  therefore,  which  we  are  clearer  and  ilronger  lieht  than  I 
lokokfor  in  thefe  fpeeches,  are  ever  met  with  in  any  otner  Kmten 
lot  of  a  poetical  nature,  nor  fo  As  thefe  points  are  dry  in  them- 
proper  to  hll  the  mind  with  fen-  felves  to  the  generality  of  reader^ 
dments  of  grandeur,  as  with  the  condfe  and  clear  manner,  in 
thoughts  of  devotion.  The  paf-  which  he  has  treated  them,  isveiy 
fions,  which  they  are  defign'd  to  -much  to  be  admired,  as  is  like- 
nife,  are  a  divine  love  and  reli-  wife  that  particular  art  which  he 
pous  fe^r.  The  particular  beauty  has  made  ufe  of  in  the  interfperf^ 
af  the  fpeeches  in  the  third  book  ing  of  all  thofe  graces  of  poetry, 
apnfifts  in  that  ihortnefs  and  per-  which  the  fubjc^t  was  capable  of 
picuity  of  ftile,  in  which  the  poet  receiving.  Satan's  apjproach  to  the 
tts  couchM  ibc  greatcil  myfteries  confines  of  the  creation  is  finely 

ima|e4 


ft^  ADJSELOST.  $^ 

txjch  I  created'all  th' ethereal  Powers  ,05       '1 

^jidSpi'rits,  both  them  who  flood  and  them  who  ^'d;  *i  '■ 
Freely  tfaey  flood  who  flood,  and  fell  who  fell. 
N'ot  free,  what  proof  could  they  have  giv'n  fincere  .*-iik 
Df  true  allegiance,  conflantfdith  orlQve,  ^,  -.  JS 
Where  only  what  they  needs  muft  do  appear*3;^  ictf  *  ] 
tJot  what  they  would?'  what  praife  could  theyjfiacJKi^  •",  - 
"^hat  pleafore  I  irom  fuch  obedience  paid,     :  ■"  **  "^ 

*^^hen  will  and  reafon  (rcaion  alfo'  is.  choio^T  .     .  ' ,  J 
X'felefs  and  vain,  of  freedom  bo^^e^tq^-dj.-  "  r 

Miide  paflive  both,  had  ferv'd jn.cfceffi^^ ""     ■  ,     x  !•   ^^ 
Not  me?  They  therefore  as  to  r%ht  fadi^'^li^j      ,.j| ', 
So  were  created,  nor  can  juftly'  accufc  * 

Their  maker,  or  their  making,  or  their  Goe,   ■ 
As  if  predeftination  over-rul'd  *^ 

Their  will,  difJMs'd  by  abfolute  decree  115  ■    1 

Or  high  foreknowledge;  they  themfelves  decreed         * 
Jpieir  own  revolt,  not  I ;  if  I  foreknew..  ^ 

r  '"  ^""t .' 

p  Providence  for  fufiering  iMani       1 1,7.  —  //  Lfinhu-w,'}  If,  hdB 

■  to  tran(gre(3.     Foolilh  tongues !    does  not  imply  the  Icafi  tfQitbt  or 

,^  wkcu  CoJ  gave  Jiijn  realbn,  he  uncenainty;    bal  L  ufcd,  ai  It  if    -^^ 

IP  ^ncJiim  freedom  to  choofe,  for  fometuiM*  in.t^  bdt  a^bon^  in     WH 

y*  MdoQ  ii  but  choofing :   he  bad  the  fenfe  of  Thmgh.     TUHigh  1      .   ,«; 

■  been  die  i  mere  arti^ial  Adam,  foreknew,  that  forcknpwledgeluul  ^  ,  ^  ' 
pTr.  See  bit  Speech  for  the  liberty  jw  influeace.  '  ''  '% 
wt  uoIiccBc'd  priaongi  p-  I49i  uyl  ^  X 
(50.  EdU.  17)8.               ,                                      ♦          Mlfc'*'*     ' 
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.  ! 

Foreknowledge  had  no  influence  on  their  feult,       ^ 
Which  had  no  lefs  proved  certain  unforeknown. 
So  without  leaft  impulfe  or  fhadow'  of  fate,        12J 
Or  ought  by  me  immutably  forefcen, 
They  trefpafs,  authors  to  themfelves  in  all 
Both  what  they  judge  and  what  they  choofe;  for  fo 
I  forra*d  them  free,  and  free  they  muft  remain, 
Till  they  inthrall  themfelves ;  I  elfe  muft  change  ij 
Their  liature,  and  revoke  the  high  decree 
Unchangeable,  eternal,  which  ordain*d 
Their  freedom,  they  themfelves  ordain'd  their  falU 
The  firfl  fort  by  their  own  fuggeftion  fell. 
Self-tempted,  fclf-deprav'd :  Man  falls,  deceived  ijo 
By  th*  other  firft:  Man  therefore  (hall  find  grace. 

The 

121.  Or  9ught  ly  me  immufahfy  forefcen  as  to  be  immutable.    1 

fcre/een,]  To/ore/ee  immuta-r  Milton  had  dilated  immuiiMtf  II 

hh   ( fays  Dr.  Bentley  )    are  two  would  probably  have  faid,         1 

ideas  that  cannot,  unite :  be  thinks  r\^  ^    v , .         ..1.11.         fJi 

thentbre  that  MUton  muft  have  °'  f-'gl"  immutable  by  m  A0 

given  it  itfmutahly  foredoom  d.  His  ^^"' 

objedlipn  is  right,  but  his  cmenda-  135.  Thus  ivhih  Godjjiahf  &c] 

*  tion  is  wrong,   I  think.     Milton  The  effefts  of  this  fpeech  in  tk 

feems  rather  to  hate  dilated,      .  ble/Fed  Spirits,  and  in  the  diviai 

Or  ought  by  me  immuiabU  fore-    ^^^^°"  }^  ^^J^?^  '^  ?^«  addrds'4 
(^2  cannot  but  fill  the  mind  of  the  ret* 

der  with  a  fecret  pleafure  and  com- 

where  ought  Immutahlf  may  fignify    placenc;^.  Ad^jm, 

any  e\'ent  that  cannot  be  changed    Our  Milton  here  (hows,   that  ki 

or  altered.  Pearce.  '  was  no  fervile  imitator  of  the  A* 

,JwK9ifMt/j/oreficM  feems  to  mean  fo   cientsr   It  is  very  well  known  tfa« 

kii 


'he  othd*  Dbflff:  in  men^*  and  jaftlce  both,'  '  -  •■.  • 
''hrough  HcBv'n  and  Earth,  fti  fliall  my  glory' «xcd;., 
tat  mercy  firft  and  laft  Hull  brightcft  {lune. 

Thus  while  God  fpake,  ambrofial  fragrance  fiU'd 
Ul  Heav'n,  and  in  the  blefled  SpiVits  elo^         136 
tale  of  new  joy  ineffable  diflus'd : 
h^iul  compare  the  Son  of  God  was  feen 
Kofi  gloriousj  in  him  all  his  Father  (hone 
EUfatntially  exprefs'd;  and  in  his  &ce  140 

kvine  compaiHon  vifibly  appear'd,  -^ 

Love  without  end,  and  without  meafurc  grace, 
H^hich  uttering  thus  he  to  his  Father  fpake. 

O  Father,  gracious  wis  that  word  which  clot'd 
rby  fovran  fentcnce,  that  Man  ihould  find  grace;  14^ 

For 


\m  maftcT  Homer,  and  all  who  fol- 
bwed  him,  where  the/  are  lepre- 
kdng  the  Deity  Ipeaking,  de- 
HBm  a  fcene  of  terror  and  awful 
BBftemacion.  Tie  Heavens,  Seai 
miSartb  treaiiU  &c,  and  this,  to 
be  fure,  wu  confident  enough 
with  tbcir  nacural  notions  of  the 
iipreme  Being :  but  it  would  not 
kafc  been  fo  agreeable  to  th«  mild, 
Berciful,  and  oencvolent  idea  of 
Ac  Deity  upon  the  Chriftian 
fchcme,  and  therefore  our  author 
liu  YtTy  judiciojfly  made  the 
Mrdt  of  the  Almighty  difFufing 
b^pzaoc  and  delight  to  all  around 


him.  There  ii  a  pallilge  in  Arioflo, 
which  it  exaftly  in  the  fame  ttfte 
with  what  Milton  has  ^ven  ui. 
Cant.  29.  Si.  30. 
Dio  coil  dilTe ;  e  fe  fersna  intorno 
L'aria,  e  trancjoillailiiiarpiiiche 

mai  fufle. 
Thn*  faid  the  Highefl,  and  thea 

there  did  enfue 
A  wondrous  calm  in  waten  and 
in  air.       Harrington. 

140.  SutJIaiitiallf  txfre/iJi\  Ac- 
cording to  Heb.  1.  3.  where  ;he  Son 
of  God  it  Oiled,  tii  ^ghlntfi  ef 
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For  which  both  Heav'n  aiid  Earth  IhaU  high  extol 
•|i    S^ypraiCtS^  with  th'  innumerable  found  ' 
1    trf hymns  and*ft««|tfoi$ft-yhcfe with  thy  throflJB^ 
^  ""Incompafs'd  fhall  rcfou(ift  tfee  cv|r  bleft. 
V-    '    Foivfliould  Man  finally  be  loft,  fhouldMan,      nj 
.  Thy  creature  late  fo  lov'd,  thy  youngcft  foft,       J 
^        Fall  circumvented  thus  by  fraud,  though  joifl'd  ^ 
I*     With  his  own  folly?  that  be  from  thee  far,  m 

....  -  That  fer  be  from  thee.  Father,  who  art  judgd  'H 
jir  Of  all  things  made,  and  judgeft  only  right.  |B 
*         Or  fh^  the  Adver&ry  thus  obtain  j 

■■'*r     ^is  «idi'  ?nd  fruftrate  thine?  fhall  he  fulfil        ^ 
.;         His  malice;  and.  thy  goodnefs  bring  to  nought. 

Or  popud  return,  though  to  his  heavier  doom,        ' 

*:,'■  Y« 

(S»V  Falhir'i  gftry,   ami  th  txfrefi    join'd  to  fimij  and  fvrer, 
imBgt  if  hii  perfim;   x^»>^>'r   '""     fmie  refers  to fingi  and  Spin 

,■  Cjwaiut  (WTK.  the  chanSerof   dfo  X.   z6S.     ^gaia  he  diflJl 

Jiii  fubftance,  as  the  original  ex-  fiatid,  becaufe  rtjstind  follows  ii ' 

^  •         prefletb  it.        Humt.  next  verfc  but  one.     But  thi*      , 

147,  -^imih  ih' iiaamerabh  fomii    of  writing  is  comsidn  in  (hupooti: 


S« 

i 


O/iymtuMdfan-tdfiwgi,'^    Dr.  See  1.  64a.  and  JI.  190,  J91.    S» 

itcnttey    readi    tia'tb    iwtmnuriUilt  in  I.  441,  441.  we  read  JiKp  m-.| 

Jtntini  tte.  He  thinks  it  Arsagc  to  fung.    And  we  h*vc  the  very  tfcint  j 

find  imumtrabU  joio'd  to  a  lingular  u  hich  the  Dofior  fiodi  faiut  win  1 

number,  unlefs  the  fublUmive  im-  ia  VII.  jjtt. 
pliei  multitude  in  the  very  name : 

But  it  not  inrnmtrebUfauadBffatifi  FoHow'd  withacclamadonandAt  | 

hen  die  fame    with    wvmtrable  fimd 

/"wri^^/"**  in  I.  101. f  In  both  Syrnphooiout    of    ten    ttraoto'i 

pl^K  die  wOid  imtmiriAli.  tbo'  harpi  that  wn'd                  'I 

ArgtliM 


'94j 

160 
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Yet  with  revenge  accomplilh'd,  and  to  Hell 
Draw  after  him  the  whole  race  of  mankind, 
By  him  corrupted  i  or  wilt  thou  thyfelf 
SAboliflt  thy  creation,  and  unmake 

him,  wlat  for  thy  glo^  thou  haft  made?  «| 
)  Ihould  thy  goodnefi  and  thy  greatnefs  both    i&jf,.- 
^qaeftian'dattdiAfphein'diritliaatddcnfe.  •    . 
L  To  whom  tlie  gteat  Creator  thus  tcply'd.      1; 
[800,  in  vhom  my  fool  hath  chief  deligh^ 

1  of  jny  bofom.  Son  who  art  alone ,   • 
tty  word,  my  wifdom,  and  effi^^tual  might,^     170 
1  hall  thou  fpoken  as  my  thoughts  are,  Iril  .\     * 
As  my  eternal  purpofe  hath  decreed:      ' 
Man  Ihall  not  quite  be  loft,  but  lav'd  who  wil^ 

Tet 

I  wdl  troa  die 


i 


S 


.:  thecudt,  the  miy  bejuftify'd  ai 

b       tu  SuoD. 

■pifaMUl        Pnrce.  i6S.  O  Sm,  tec.}  Tl>«  ^  m 

K53. — tiMi  itfitm  thtifgr,  ftc^  here  addrefi'd  by  reverd  tklet  toA 

M  autUXKi  of  Gowfis,   XVIIL  appeUatioiu  bofrow'd  fnun  Scrip* 

%.  Vkafhfiir/rimtbM  t,  d,  tf-  tore.   O  5m,  »<«in>  wffiidhmtb 

It-  fffr  wiMrr.  f  fl^  tbt  riihlimu  tbuf  JiSght,    from  Mil  III.   17. 

-itb^^Aiimdth^iithtri^  MfUiv«lSmhr-«,bmmIgmtudt 


Jit fitm tbn:  fialiml  thi  jwJp  g^  1  iS.  Thtt^itnti 


yttmiSamvibieUr 


^OtfuthorBoftnfiiaUjrrpells  mmmu€^^A*mwi^G*JL  »fy 
tM^  and  migk.  and  tkay  mar  wiJUm  mU  tftOmml  mittt.  from 
m^dt  lither  wi^t    ba  tbi^b    i^  Cor.  I.  14.  ar^t  tht  fmftr  y 

S'o.  fy 


powm  difblcK,  sad   tht  othci  (M  aaJ  tit  w^tmyjS 
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Yfetnot  flf  t^l  lA  hiftj;  fetiS  grace  in  m*^  -   '     ■  ■  . 

.^,  Fitely  voucfelafd;  oncemorc'I  wUlrcni^-.      -175I1 

Ji  His  lapfed  pow'rs,  IJipugh  foc^it  and  mthraU'dt  1  -A 

j^  By  fin  to  foul  exorbitant  defires;    ^  ■  ■!>  '■  'rt 

■     Upheld  by  me,  yet  once  more  he  fliaU  ftand      ■  \ 

On  even  ground  againft  his  mortal  foe,  n  ,1 

'  By  me  upheld^  that  he  may  know  how  &ail     .^flfl 

His  fell'n  condition  is,  and  to  me  ow«  ,  ij 

All  his  deliverance,  and  to  none  but  me.  -a 

Some  I  have  chofen  of  peculiar  grace  J 

Ele£t  above  the  icfti  foismywUli     , ,.,         >■  \d 

The  reftilhall  hearme  cal)^  and  oft  be  wara'd;   iM 

Their  fmful  ftate^'  and  to  appeafc  betipies         >,      * 

Th'  ii^nfcd  Deity,  ;whiie  oSer"d  grace  -  ■   ' 

Invites;  for  I  will  clear  their  fenfes  dark, 

'  What  may.  fuffice,  and.  foften  ftony  hearts    .  ^ 

*  To  pray,  repent^  and  bqng  obedience  due.    .     totf 

180.  fymtmpbeU,']   It  WU  be-  did  not  liold  die  ioEOam.  at  tm 

fore,  TCT.  178,  UpMJ  iy  m.  Tlie  preddtitutioDrlie  wu  of  tiMM* 

turn  of  die  wordi  ii  rcmarluble.  dmentt  of  the  more  nodcnn  U- 

And  w«  have  tht  ofcnef  takek  tu-  vinifii,  and  dioudtt  tlM^ftoM  ■•• 

tice  of  diefe  tunu  of  die  wordi,  deed    were    el^«d    of    ftaiad 

beomfe  it   hu  been  objefied  b^'  grace,    the   reft   Big^t   W  ixnk. 

Drydea    and  odien.   that    there  compile  with  the  t«niuaadcw 

J;**     were  no  twntsf  the  woidt  in  ditioni  of&cGofptL 

Milton.  '  laz.  ^-^  rndt^m-'A  80  MOM 

•  %  18^  Stm  Iham  thfin  e/fttm-  fpelb  dna  wgtd,    ud  it  ii  aii 

Ar  grmir  itc]  Out  mtkar   agrecaUi  ttt  Mr  jnamda^mm 
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To  pray'r,  repentance,  and  obedience  due. 
Though  Kit  en^or'd  with  fincere  intdht,  ^     '':?'|^ 
Miaeear  fhall  DM  be  flow^i«iM.eye  noC  ihut  '^ 
'And  I  will  place  witbAfh  Aem  a£s  a  guide 
^y  umpire  coDJ^fenc^  whom  if  they  will  hear, 
)it  after  light  well  usi'd  they  fhall  attain,  196 

pd  to  the  end. perfiftin^  iaie  arrive. 

his  my  long  fufferancc  and  my  day  of  grace 
tey  who  neglcfl  and  fcom,  fliall  never  tafiej 

bt  hard  bc.harden'd,  blind  be  blinded  qiore,     200 
pliat  they  may  ihimble  on,  and  deeper  faH', 
i&nd  none  but  fuch  from  mercy  I  exclude* 
But  yet  all  is  not  done ;  Man  difobcying, 
DIfloyal  breaks  his  fealty,  and  iins 
Againft  the  high  fupremacy  of  Heaven,  ao^ 

Adding  God-head,  and  (o  lofing  all. 

To  expiate  his  treafon  hath  nought  left, 

'  ■  Buj 

K  u  well  It  to  iti  ikrlvBdon  from  Ddty  by  puttmg  in  tui  mouth  thk 

\ma  Fiench  m  and  devoir.  homd  dofbin  of  a  day  of  gncs. 

1 97.  AJ  t§  tbt  «W  t^fifii'i,  f'Ji  iftei  which  it  is  not  pcAble  for  ■ 
«vMr]  Ht  ibat  inJMTttb t*  mm  to  repent;  wd  there  can  ba 

ikt  tmd^aSi*fav<i,  Mu.  X.  sz.      no  fort  of  excufe  for  faim,  cjccepc 

198.  7hit  mf  Itng  Jnfftramt  aid  the  undid  reader  will  mike  fomo 
.     m^daj»f  gract  allowan^  for  the  prejudice!,  whtcb 

939  i^  mtgliS  mUfttrm,  /htO  he  might  polSbly  receive  from  the 

■Mwr  /<^f  i]    It  ii  I  great  gloomy  divinity  of  that  enthufialtic 

that  oor  anUior  (bould  have  age  io  which  he  lived.  Tkfir. 

debased  the  diraiq'  of  the 

Vol.  I.  y  »is.— ^. 


1 


Pv 
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But  to  dcftrudlion  facred  and  devote. 

He  with  his  whole  pofterity  muft  die. 

Die  he  or  juftice  muds  unlefs  for  him  210 

Some  other  able,  and  as  willing,  pay 

The  rigid  fatisfadion,  death  for  death. 

Say  heav'nly  Pow'rs,  where  (hall  we  find  fuch  love? 

Which  of  ye  will  be  mortal  to  redeem 

Man's  mortal  crime,  and  juft  th'  unjuft  to  fave  ?    215 

Dwells  in  all  Heaven  charity  fo  dear  ? 

He  afk'd,  but  all  the  heav'nly  quire  flood  mute, 

And  filence  was  in  Heav'n :  on  Man's  behalf 

Patron  or  interceffor  none  appeared. 

Much  lefs  that  duril  upon  his  own  head  draw    220 

The  deadly  forfeiture,  and  ranfome  fet. 

And  now  without  redemption  all  mankind 

Muft 

2 1  ^.'^andjujl  tV  unjuft  tofanje .^]  a  filcncc  in  HeaTcn.  AMfiu* 

That  is,  Which  of  ye  will  be  fo  This  beautiful  circumftancc  is  raif- 

juft  as  to  fave  the  unjuft  ?    Which  cd  upon  Rev.  VIII.  i.  where  upott 

of  ye  will  be  righteous  enough  to  a  certain  occafion  it  is  faid,  fotr^^ 

fupply  the  defefts  of  others  righ-  luas  ftlnice  in  Hcarjen.     And  fo,  ai 

teoufnefs  ?     It  is  plainly  an  allufion  there  was  filence  in  Hell,  when  it 

to  1  Pet.  III.  1 8.  For  Chrift  alfo  hath  was  proposed  who  (honld  be  fcnl 

mice  fuffer'd  fir  fins^  the  juft  fir  the  on  the  dangerous  expedition  to  dc- 

ui^uft*  llroy   mankind,    there  is  likewife 

2x7.  "-^-'ftood  mute^  I  need  not  filence  in  Heaven,  when  it  is  aft:*d 

point  out  the  beauty  of  that  cir-  who  would  be  willing  to  pay  the 

cumftance,  wherein  the  whole  hoft  price  of  their  redemption.     Sataa 

of  Angels  are  reprefented  as  (land-  alone  was  fit  to  undertake  the  one, 

ing  mute,    nor  Ihow  how  proper  as  the  Son  of  God  the  other.    Bat 

the  occafion  was  to  produce  fuch  tho'  the  filence  is  the  fame  in  both 

piacei, 
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Muft  have  been  loft,  adjudg'd  to  Death  and  HcU 
By  doom  fevere,  had  not  the  Son  of  God, 
In  whom  the  fulnefs  dwells  of  love  divine,  22J 

His  deartft  iiiecU»don  ^ai  ronew'd. 
^      Father,  tl^  word  is  pfiA,  Man  fhall  find  gncet  - 
i  And  £hall  grace  notSnd  means,  that  finds  lier  wxf,. 
^^he  fpeedieft.of  t&y  winged  mefiecgen, 
Eto  vifit  a!i  thy  creatures,  and  to  all 
VGomes  impcerented,  iminiplor'dj  onfought  ? 
If  I&ppy  lor  Mao,  fo  coming;  he  her  aid 
F  Can  never  feek,  once  dead  in  fins  and  loft; 
Atonement  for  himfelf  or  of&ring  meet. 
Indebted  and  undone  hath  none  to  bring : 
Behold  me  then ;  me  for  him,  life  for  U& 

I  o^r;  on  me  let  thine  anger  fidi ; 

Account 

,   die  £Sbence  of  the  ex-  D«r  luorii,  j*f  aectrSng  t»  tii  tvm 

a;on  it  ramnkable.     In  Hell  it  fmrfa/i  am/graet.  P&L  LXXXVUl 

tftid  tJl  fia  wmtt,  II.  410,    u  13.  But  af  tltikmn  I  cry'A  O 

ygtt  the  infilna]  pecn  were  fitting  £«-</,  and  in  tbi  Mtnang  fiail  mf 

.  1  Cbandlf  but  here  it  u  fiid  they  preytr  prevent   tbie.     Here  the  fs- 

i  jfttdm^  U  Ae  good  Angels  were  vor  if  it  comet,  comei  not  wtpr^ 

.  tapditag  ntnd  about  the  umne  of  •venitd;   F»7er  preventi  or  goe* 

;  )5g^.  before  God's  goodneG. 
,    931.  Cmuiiaifrivtnttdi\Fr*vait  RithariKim. 

ftvn  tr^vtmf*  '  to  come    bcfors. 
i   ^niii  gtice  U  not  preceded  by  me*        t^6,  BtbtU  mi  thn;  mifirMix, 
I  ift  OS  fapflication  i    itlclf  frtvnat  Ji/tfir  lift 

\   or  SOCI  Wore  )  'tis  a  free  pft.  U         l*^rr;mmtkttKMmmnrfaU% 
^  3.  Frtvtmml  ff-aei  difc*MBag^        AetwMwt  mt  Jtfmi]  The  fieijgent 

:.    i'Xiak.t.a.  IfmMarJb^u  and  TcheokeiitnpwtioaMMtlMM 
Ya  k 


1 

1^ 


930 
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i 


Accoant  me  Man;  I  for  his  fake  will  leave 

Thy  hofom,  and  this  gbry  next  to  thee 

Freely  put  off,  and  for  him  laiUy  die  240 

Wellpleas'd;  on  me  let  Death  wreck  all  his  rag^ ; 

Under  his  gloomy  powV  I  (hall  not  long 

Lie  vanquiih'd;  thou  haft  giv'n  me  to  polTe^ 

Life  in  my&Af  for  ev'r;  by  thee  I  live, 

^Though  now  to  Death  I  yield,  and  am  hisdue  345 

All  that  of  me  can  die;  yet  that  debt  paid. 

Thou  wilt  not  leave  me  in  the  loathfome  grave 

His  prey,  nor  fuffer  my  unfpotted  foul 

For  ever  with  corruption  there  to  dwell; 

But  I  fhall  rife  victorious,  and  fubdue  250 

My  vanquiiher,  fpoil'd  of  his  vaunted  fpoil; 

Death  his  death's  wound  ihall  then  receive^  and  ftoop 

Ingloriou^ 

/iknriH 


is  Yerj  like  that  in  Vugil,  £n.       249. ^tb  emrMim  ibm  H 

IX.  427.  dwelii\  AcccMwag  to  te 

Mi,  me:  adfam  qui  feci:   m  me  ^^^¥^  J*^ '*f  ***?i*^ *^ 

convcrtitc  fcrrum :  >^ '"  ^/^^  «"'W-fc  '£«     . 

One  to  fee  comtfhm^  P^«XVL  ta 

and  a  little  afterwards,  applied  to  oar  Savioiir*s  rdonefiioi 

*Figite*ff,  iiquaeftpietas:in«f  ^^  ^^^t^\^j^h^^\^. 
omnia  tela  ^S^-  Death ks deaths nmmi^ 

Conjicite,  6  RatuU;  m  prixnum   ^        J^/^'^V    ^  ^/^ 

ibfin^ite  ferro.  *^  ^^^^^  .^  ^^[^f^^f  ^  ^^  ^f^ 

conceit  in  this  line  is  rtxftacm' 

244.  Ufe in m^elffir  e^\\\For  iifl6nt  with  the  charafier  of  the 

\m  the  Fmtbir  bttAUfe  in  lnmfdf%  fo   fpeaker,  and  unworthy  of  tbe  si- 

iaA  hi  fjmw  t9  tbi  Son  h  iivi  Ufe  jefy  of  tl\e  reft  of  dfe«  f(Mcb. 

jai4M^  i^y$.26. 


c: 


ilton,  night  perhm  }m  led  Ml 


^ 
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Inglorious,  of  lus  morta!  iUng  diiann'd. 

I  through  the  ample  air  in  triumph  high 

'  ShaU  lead  Hell  captive  mAugre  Hell,  and  ihow  255 

The  Pow'rs  of  darknefi  bound.  Thou  at  the  fight 

Fleas'd,  out  of  Heaven  flialt  look  down  and  imile. 

While  by  thee  rais'd  I  ruin  all  my  foes, 

|l>eath  laft,  and  with  his  carcafs  glut  the  grave : 

knrhen  with  the  multitude  of  my  redeemed  a6o 

I  Shall  enter  Heav'n  long  ahient,  and  retumi 

Father,  to  fee  thy  face,  whereia  no  cloud 

Of  anger  (hall  remain,  but  peace  aflur'd 

And  reconcilement;  wrath  (hall  be  no  more 

Thenceforth,  but  in  thy  prefence  joy  entire.       265 

His  words  here  ended,  but  his  meek  afp^ 

Silent  yet  fpake,  and  breath'd  immortal  love 

To 

jt  bjr  a  wittkifin  of  the  fame  kind  ^fetify^  triMmpbing  tnnr  them  in  ih 

,  m  Seneca^   who  (peaking  of  the  Col.  il.  15. 

>  terror  Plato  wu  in  nrom  the  wound       2C9.  Deatb  iafii\   According  to 

Imb  vecdred  from  Hercules,  fays,  St.  Paul,  7bi  lafi  auntf  that  Jhailbi 

Here  For*  ver.  56S.  dtjlr^'d  is  Destl,  i  Cor.  XV.  26. 

ESh^ tenai  vdncrc fandus,  **•  ht*J!!iiJ^'  "^^"  ^ 

Thycr.  SiUnt  yet  J^e,  &c.]   What  a 

^    '  channiog  and  lovely  pidbire  has 

254.  I  through  the  ampU  mr  in  Milton  given  us  of  God  Ae  Son 

triumph  high  &c.]  Thm  haft  confider^d  as  our  Saviour  and  Re- 

rfuaitd  mi  high^  thou  haft  ledcafti-  deemer  ?  not  in  the  leaft  inferior 

ndty  eapti've^   Pfal.    LXVIII.    18.  in  its  war  to  that  grander  one  in 

Jmd  hmnng  JpoOul  Prindfnlitiii  mnd  the  6th  book,  where  he  defcribes 

PwMrt,  he  nuuk  a  Jbmw  •/  tkm  lum  dothed  with  majefiy  and  ter- 

Y  3  .  ror. 
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To  mortal  mdi,  above  whidi  only  flione 

Filial  obedience :  as  a  iacrifice 

Glad  to  be  ofier'd,  he  attends  the  will  270 

Of  hb  great  Father.    Admiration  feis'd 

All  Heav'n,  what  this  might  mean,  and  whither  tend 

Wond'ringi  but  foon  th'  Almighty  thus  reply'd. 

O  thoa  in  Heav'n  and  Earth  the  only  peace 
Found  out  for  mankind  under  wrath,  O  thou     275 
My  Tole  complacence!  well  thou  know'ft  how  dear 
To  mc  arc  all  my  works,  nor  Man  the  Icaft, 
Though  lafl  created}  that  for  him  I  fparc 
Thee  from  my  bofom  and  right  hand,  to  fave, 
By  lofiog  thee  awhile,  the  whole  race  loft.         s8o 
Thou  therefore,  whom  thou  only  canft  redeem^ 
Their  ndture  alfo  to  thy  nature  join; 

And 


tor,  tftldng  vengeiBce  of  liu  tat-  gedd  anil  beneralent  ben^.  Tbe 
miei.  Before  he  reprefenu  liim  mnte  eloquence,  whidi  oar  mdwr 
peaking.  He  mikes  £viiu  et^af-  lui  To  prettily  exprdi'd  in  latjib^ 
fan,  l»v*  teitbeKt  ttid,  mi  grmet  jtt  J^akt,  i*  with  DO  le&bcunrdl 
viiihttt  Miafitrt  vijlhlf  It  apftar  m    fcribed  hy  Tiflb  «  the  calmAj 


peaking.  He  mikes  >£vfW  et^af-  hai  fo  prettily  exprdi'd  in  latjib^ 

fan,   l»v*  teitbeKt   ttid,    and  grmct  jet  J^akt,  i*  with  DO  le&  bi 

viiihttt  Miafitrt  vijlhlf  It  apftar  m  fcribed  hy  Tiflb  «  the  a 

bis  fate:  vcr.  i^.  and  carrying  on  mida's  Tpeech  to  Godficy,  ffvtt  \ 

the  lame  amiable  pidure,  maJces  St,  £5. 

him  end  it  with    a    countenance  ,-^■l  j„„  ^  i      .^    » 

Wi,W    i—r,-/  W  -.  .^J  '^,*^  "^  '  ■*  °fl»«»  * 

mn.    Nolking  could  btbemr  tor-  „    ',„'    .,   „     ... 

upon  tbo  n:«io'.  mioi,  3  I  b.-  '  f'^'        ^^• 

lieve  one  miy  venture  to  aiTen,        269 ^  a  fierifitt  be. }  M 

that  no  ut  or  wotdi  coald  lift  the  iliDlton  to  PfaL  XL.  6.  ud  Ifa 

iaugilutioiitDvftrDDgerideiof  a  following  Tetfei,  Smirifot  «W^ 


\nd  be  thjr&lf  Man  among  mea  on  earth, 

/Lade  flefii,  when  time  £baU  be,  of  virgin  feed, 

ly  wondrous  birth:  be  thou  in  Adam's  room     285 

The  head  of  all  mankind,  though  Adam's  fon. 

U  in  him  periih  all  men,  ib  in  thee^ 

is  from  a  iecond  roo^  fhall  be  reftor'd 

Ls  many  as  are  reftor'd,  without  thee  none. 

Us  crime  makes  guilty  all  his  fons  1  thy  merit    290 

Bputed  /hall  abfolve  them  who  renounce 

'heir  own  both  righteous  and  unrighteous  deeds,  ^ 

nd  live  in  thee  tranfplanted,  and  from  thee 

cccive  new  life.     So  Man,  as  is  moft  juft, 

tiall  ^Ltisfy  for  Man,  be  judg'd  and  die,  295 

nd  dying  rife,  and  rifing  with  him  raife 

[is  brethren,  ranfom'd  with  his  own  dear  life. 

So 

iftg  ihm  di^yi  me  defiri,  mine  ears    And  Antony  to  Trebonius,   Jul. 
fi  tbm  tfemdi  burnt-offering  tmd   Caef,  A61III, 
'•firing  H^  tboH  not  required:      j^  ^^^   ^  ^^  .^  ^ 
tmfatd  I9  L§  i  conu  \  tn  the  *V0'  ^      j  j* 

M€of  the  beok  it  is  'written  of  me:        281.  —  wiiw  thou  onlj  canfi  n* 
ieSght  to  do  thy  nmll,   O  my  Godi  deem, 

^  tJly  lenv  is  within  me)  heart.  Their  nature]  That  is,  the  nature 

of  them^   whom  thoa  only  canft 

tyy. mr  Mau  the  leafl,']  The   redeem.     A  manner  of  fpcaking 

ift  dear.    Though   lafi   created  i   very  ufual  with  our  author. 
mewhat  like  Shakefpear's  Lear 

Coidelia,  Aai.  2Z7.  Jsinhimferi/hailmen^Scc.} 

Form  in  Adam  edl  eRe,  even fo  in 
'    —  Vow  our  joy,  ChnflJhuU  aU  he  ttmdt  aiin/e,  i  Cor. 

Uthm^h  §ur  laflt  wot  iet^.  i^V.  zz. 

Y  4  299.  Gknng 


•o8 
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So  heav'nly  love  fliall  outdo  helliih  hate. 

Giving  to  death,  and  dying  to  redeem. 

So  dearly  to  redeem  what  hellifli  hate  300 

So  ealily  deftroy'd,  and  ftill  deftroys 

In  thofe  who,  when  they  may,  accept  not  grace. 

Nor  (halt  thou,  by  defcending  to  affume 

Man's  nature,  leffcn  or  degrade  thine  own, 

Becaufe  thou  haft,  though  thron'd  in  higheft  blifs 


Equal  to  God,  and  equally  enjoying 
God-like  fruition,  quitted  all  to  fave 
A  world  from  utter  lofs,  and  haft  been  found 
By  merit  more  than  birthright  Son  of  God, 
Found  worthieft  to  be  fo  by  being  good. 


306 


299.  Gpviiig  la  Jtath,  and  dying 
ta  rtArm,'}  The  loce  of  the 
Father  in  giving  the  Soa  to  death, 
and  the  love  of  the  Son  in  fub- 
milting  to  it  and  dying  to  redeem 
mankud.  Mr.  Waroutron  thui 
explains  it.  "  Milton's  fyftem  of 
"  dinninp  taught,  fays  he,  not 
•'  only  that  Man  was  redeemed, 
"  but  likewife  that  a  real  price 
**  was  paid  for  his  redemption; 
"  JjiKg  to  redeem  therefore  fignify- 
"  ing  only  redemption  in  a  vague 
"  ancenain  fenfe,  but  imperfetUy 
'  "  reprefcnts  hit  fyflem;  fo  im- 
"  perfWUjr  that  it  may  as  well  be 
"  called  ibe  Sodnian  ;  the  pnce 
"  paid  (which  implia  a  proper  re- 


310 

Far 

'  demption)  is  wantiog.  But  te 
'  pay  a  price  implying  a 
'  tary  aft,  the  poet  thwefore  weB 
'  exprefles  it  by  ^rowg  H  Juti 
'  that  is  giving  himfelf  to  deathi 
'  fo  that  the  lenfe  of  the  line  6^ 
"  exprefles  Milton's  notjon.  B* 
■'  -Vfafy  lave  gm/e  a  friafir  ibl  ft- 
"  din^eg  ^  muakbid,  imi  iy  W- 
'■'  tut  of  thai  pria  rtaUj 


^xa  ftiU  drfrf*^ 
this  fpeech'  is  before  Adam's  M 


Bcntley  objefb  to  fiiU  difr 


and  therefore  he  thinks  that  Ml- 
ton  gave  it  end  iwiii  defir^. 
there  are  many  palTaget  m 
fpccchci   of  Cod   and    MeUu. 

who* 


km.     PARADISE  Lost:  ^ 

mord  dan  great  m  hi^;  becaufe  in  tibee 

e  hath  abbondcd  more  than  glory*  abounds, 

^refbre  thy  humiliation  fhall  exalt 

h  thee  thy  manhood  alfo  to  this  throne; 

e  fhalt  thou  fit  incarnate,  here  (halt  reign     31^ 

\i  God  and  Man,  Son  both  of  God  and  Man^ 

:>intcd  univeriai  king  5  all  power 

ve  thee;  reign  for  ever,  and  aflume  ^ 

f  merits;  under  thee  as  head  fupreme 

rones.  Princedoms,  Powers,  Dominions  I  reduce : 

knees  to  thee  (hall  bow,  of  them  that  bide    321 

Heav'n,  or  Earth,  or  under  Earth  in  Hell. 

len  thou  attended  glorioufly  from  Heaven 

Shalt 

re  the  fall  b  fpoken  of  as  a  notice  as  an  iniUnce  of  Milton's 

I  paft ;    perhaps  becaufe    all  orthodoxy  with  relation  to  the  di- 

{^  even  fatare  ones,  are  pre-  vinity  of  God  the  Son. 

to  the  divine  Mind.    Thus  we       117.        — ^o/Z/mmt 

in  ver.  1 51.  Igivi  tha ;]  Mat.  XXVIII.  18. 

y  creature  l-eiblav'd:  "^X'^^^'S^ 

ver.  181.  Tbywmitsi']  Imitated  from  Ho- 

.  dut  he  may  know  how  frail     "^.^^^U!^^  ^^^^^a  Z 

I  M'n  condition  is :  —  !?l^u '  ^^.^^l^  ^"^  ^'^' 

jsu n  ^Anuuuvix  w.  ^^  ^  divme  PeHon  to  whom 

yet  thefe  two  paflages»  with  it  is  fpoken. 

ra  of  the  fame  kmd.  Dr.  Bent-  ^zi. Ail  hues  tdtbeejbatthw^kc,'] 

\$M  fuffer'd  to  ftand  uncenfnr^d.  That  at  ibe  name  of  Jefiu  §viry  bug 

Pearci.  ftwdih^Fw^  of  things  in  Heaven^  and 

iS.  Equal  tB  Godf  and  tfoaify  nt-  tbimgs  in  Earth,  jmd  things  mukr  tbi 

ming  .  Earthy  Philip.  II.  lo. 
fdikt  Jrmtimh\  This  ddcrves 

334-  ^h 
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Shalt  in  the  fky  appear,  and  from  thee  fend 

The  fummoning  Arch-Angels  to  proclame  311 

Thy  dread  tribunal;  forthwith  from  all  winds 

The  living,  and  forthwith  the  cited  dead 

Of  alt  paft  ages,  to  the  general  doom 

Shall  haften,  fuch  a  peal  Ihall  roufe  their  flcep. 

Then  all  thy  faints  affembled,  thou  flialt  judge   ^i<f 

Bad  men  and  Angels ;  they  arraign 'd  Ihall  fink        ,' 

Beneath  thy  fentence;  Hell,  her  numbers  full,        1 

Thenceforth  fhall  be  for  ever  fhut.     Mean  while 

The  world  ihall  burn,  and  from  her  aihes  fpring 

New 

334.  TleimrUjliainun,,  &c.  ] 
7bt  htevcpf  icing  en  Jirt  fiall  he 
Jijfthtud,  andthi  elimniU  Jball  melt 
•uilb /ti^utat  heal ;  m-vtrlhelefs  lue, 
gteordinp  la  til  preati/t,  taoi  for  Ke-w    „,  , ,  ,.        l   .  i-     n 

i.  i^,ll„i  nit,,,,/,,/..  ^Pet.m.  '"  <;!•'  •"'  "'""■"■''r" 

,2                  *       ^^  fffirt*,  yet  St.  John,  Rev.  XXI.  1. 

35  5   A-™,  H,«.-.  W  ImlA  »*=•  »">  "f  ^e  phi-T.  of »..» 

Dr'Bentleyreid,  H,W.,i  for(h=  '•' ^"'>'-    A^ //««  .  .^..Jfa- 

f.ys)  H„n,-n  i.  the  feat  of  God,  IJ"  ""''  "  "'";  *«r'J  /"  *>/ 

«„;•.,  ,m  the  ,if,bleo«e.,  .II  not  "'""  "^  >'"  M  *«'* 

beyond  the  fixed  flats:  but  1  find  J'"^"'  '^'V" 

Milton   almoll   always    uCng   the  337.  ^«  g,l<lrn  Jaji,  /nitf,I  gf 

known  jewiih  phraie  of  H,uvm  galJtaJnJj,^ 

^d  E,rii   to   exptef.  the  whole  TotO  fetget  gen,  .area  nundo. 

e,„ll.nc.,,„VIJ  'vitl.Eel.IV.,.    U^ 


New  Hcav'n  and  Earth,  wherein 

the  juft  (hall  dwelt. 
Both  Heav'n  and  Earth,  wherein 

the  juK  (hal]  dwell. 


n  by.  See  inflaoces  in  VII. 
6i,  167.231,256,617.  VIIJ.  15, 
70.  X.  638,  647,  XI.  66,  901. 


I»      The  laft  veife  cited 
is   ainioft  ihe  fame 
I         here  conJidering, 

i 


341.  GoJJh^neallintJL-\  Atu 
.  .«r,..    cording  to   i   Cor.  XV.   z8.       ' 
bj-Dr.  Pearcc   tuhcn  all  thinri  &all  be  AA^ 

,  Ihn,  fiell  iht  Sn  alfi,  hm-^ 
/'If  bt/ufjia  unit  bim,  that  /*/  J I 


)  this  we  are   < 


i.u 


I 
PA  R A  D I S  E  LOS  T.  ci » 


^tw  Heav'n  and  Eftrtfa/  wherein  the  juft  fhall  dwell/ 
d  after  all  their  tribuladons  long  336 

golden  dajTS,  ftnitful^f  golden  deeds^ 
ith  joy  and  love  triumphing^  and  £tir  trath. 

n  thou  thy  regal  icepter  fhalt  lay  by^ 

r  regal  fcepter  then  no  more  fhall  need^.         340 

(hall  be  aU  in  all    But  all  ye  Gods, 

ore  him,  who  to  compafs  all  this  dies  j 

ore  the  Son^  and  honor  him  as  me. 

No  fboner  had  th'  Almighty  ceas*d,  but  all 

The  multitude  of  Angels,  widi  a  (hout  34^ 

Loud 

BlifSCf  ""^  ^^»  *^^  ^^^  ^"^  ^'   ^^    divine    dial^e    with    die 
wU  dm  mU,  fpeeches  of  the  Gods  in  Homer 

^^i.  •^^^ButaliyeGMfjt  and  Virgil,  he  will  find  the  Cliri- 
Adort  Urn]  From  Pfal.  XCVII.  ftian  poet  to  tranTcend  the  Het. 
7.  Worfiif  himt  aliji  Gedt^  that  is  then,  as  much  as  the  religion  of 
^jg  Angels '9  and  fo  it  is  tranHaced  the  one  furpafles  that  of  the  others. 
\f  the  SerentVy  and  fo  it  is  cited  Their  deities  talk  and  a£l  like  men» 
&  St.  Pmiil»  Heb.  I.  6.  And  let  all  but  Milton's  dirine  Perfons  are  di- 
mAmgelsofCkd'werJbipbim,  vine  Perfons  indeed,    and  talk  in 

,    343.   Aditi  the  Sw,   and  h§nor   the  language  of  God,  that  is  in 
».  ^m  as  me.'\   Thai  all  men   the  language  of  Scripture.    He  i« 

%mM  imur  the  Sm^   even  as  they   fo  very  fcrupulous  and  exaftinthis 
90r  tbt  Fatter.  John  V.  23.  particular,  that  perhaps  there  is  not 

344.  Ihfitmr  had  tlf  Almighty  a  fii^le  expreffion,  Which  ma/not 
aaH  &c.]  The  dofe  of  be  jufii^M  by  die  authority,  cf 
kis  divine  cdloquy,  with  the  hymn  holy  Wnt.  We  have  taken  notice 
C  Angels  that  fcJlows  upon  it,  of  feveral,  where  he  feems  to  have 
W  b  wonderfully  beautiful  and  copied  the  letter  of  Scripture,  and 
HwitHal,  that  I  fibould  not  forbear  the  fpirit  of  Scripture  breathes  in 
Hferdag  die  whole,  if  the  bounds  all  the  reft, 
f  07  ftBgitr  would  ^ve  me  leave.         345.  The  medtitude  of  Angels^  &c.] 

Addifim.  Tm  conftmdion  is  this.   All  the 
W  die  leader  pleaia  to  compare  tnUtitnde  rf  Angjtlt  uttering  joy  wth 
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Load  as  from  numbers  without  number,  fwcet 
As  from  bleft  voices,  uttering  joy,  Heav*n  rung 
With  jubilee,  and  loud  Hofanna's  filled 
Th*  eternal  regions :  lowly  reverent 
Tow'ards  either  throne  they  bow,  and  to  the  ground 
With  folemn  adoration  down  they  caft  35 1 

Their  crowns  inwove  with  amarant  and  gold ; 
Immortal  amarant,  a  flow'r  which  once 

Iq 

a  ftfout  loud  as  Sec.     Heaven  rung^  lading  amaranth  which  he  has  ioAf 

&c.  where  the  firft  words  are  put  fet  near  the  tree  of  life.    Amiiiii- 

in  the  ablative  cafe  abfolutely.  tus  flos,  fymbolum  eft  imnioctali* 

Pearce.  tatis.        Clem.Alexand.      Antf. 
3c I.                   dofwn  tbrf  caft  357.  —  the  fiunt  of  Uftf  tM 

Their  crowns}  So  they  are  reprc-  rinjer  of  bKfs'\    The  ab«- 

fented  Rev.  IV.  10.  Ihe  four  and  dant  happine(s  and  immorttl  joft 

tnutnty  iUers  fa!!  down  hefore  him  of  Heaven  are    in  Scripture  p- 

ihat  fat  on  tl^e  throne,  and  tuorjhif  nerally   exprcfs'd   by  the  fkaHak 

him  that  Hveth  for  ever  and  ever,  of  Ufe  and  riven  of  fleafiare:  So^ 

and   caft    their  crowns   hefore   the  Thou  ftfa!t  make  them  drink  of  tk 

throne,  river  of  thy  pieafiaru<,  for  nmth  thtt 

353.  Immorta!  amarant,"]    Ama-  is  the  fountain  of  iife^VitLXXXVl* 

rant  AiJLOL^(r.v}@-  Greek,    for  un-  8,  9.     For  the  Lamb  which  ism  At 

fading,  that  decay eth  not ;  a  flower  midft  of  the  throne  ftlntU  feed  thtm, 

of  a  purple  velvet  color,    which  and  ftsa!!  !ead   them   mto  M% 

tho'  gathered,  keeps  its  beauty,  and  fountains  of  waters.  Rev.  VII.  17. 

when  all  other  flowers  fade,  reco-  and  Rev.  XXII.  i.   Heft^tmxdm 

vers  its  lufbe  by  being  fprinkled  a  pure  river  of  water  rf  Bft.       ^ 
with  a  little  water,  as  Pliny  afiinns,  Haoe* 

Lib.  21.  c.  II.    Our  author  feems         359.    RoOs  ier  Ehjjiem  ftmdn 
to  have  taken  this  hint  from  i  Pet.  her  amber  ftreami]  Dr.  Bat* 

I.  4.  T^o  an  inheritance  incorruptib!e,  ley  reads  RoHs  oer  reimeeni  fj0 

undef!ed^  and  that  fadeth  not  anuay,  kc,  becaufe  (he  fays)  it  is  nottiv 

oLfAafijtifjov :   and  i  Pet.  V.  4.     Tie  conceived  that ^5Ik«V/  grow  till*  b 

/ha!! '^receive  a  crown  of  g!orj  that  bottomofariver.  But  (asDr.PeflK^fe 

fadeth  not  anvay,  ayLdL^v\i\  ov :  both  replies)  Milton^s  words  dcm^  aeoett 

relating  to  the  name  of  his  ever-  farily" imply  fo  much;  tiie  ri** 
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Id  Paradife,  £ift  by  the  tree  of  life, 
Be^  to  bloom;  but  foon  for  man's  ofFenfc        3  ej 
To  Heav'n  remov'd,  where  firft  it  grew,  there  grows. 
And  flow'rs  aloft  ihading  the  fount  of  life. 
And  where  the  riv'er  of  blifs  through  midit  of  Heaven 
Rolls  o'er  Elyfian  fiow'rs  her  amber  ftream ; 
With  dicfe  that  never  fade  the  Spi'rits  eleS        360 
Bind  their  lefplendent  locks  inwreath'd  with  beams. 

Now 

ni^   only   fbmedmes  rail  avir  Ran  ne&r,  viliting  ach  phaa, 

them,  to  water  them.    And  yet  and  fed 

Ukyt  Dr.Pearce)  I  am  rather  in-  Flow'is  worthy  of  Paradife. 

tSa'i  to  think,  that  the  poet  here 

hf  MMT  means  ibrc^rb  or  amo«g.  And  as  there  they  are  flow'rj.u»r/«j 

Bo  Mr.  Joitin  underilands  RM  .V  'f/^'^'/'f  ">  here  they  are  worthy 

Rwrtitirfrtwioriyjandobferves  f,^¥'^'  the  region  of  the  Blef- 

duttHonce  nfei  the  verb  tr^iirirt  '**'  ■  ""°  ''•'  makes  ufe  of  the  famo 

b  much  dw  fimc  manner,  Od.  IV.  ffl^effion  "i  ^  poem  call'd  L'Al- 

Vn.  3.  '^K™' 

—  et  decrefcentia  ripas  ^^°^  golden  flumber  on  a  bed 
.PlmMUpKetereunt,  Of  heap'd  Elyfiatt  Jta-w'ri. 
■on  by  and  mdiin  their  banki.  But  And  then  as  to  hi;  callmg  it  anitr 
if  we  ondeiftand  the  parage  as  it  firtam,  it  ii  on]y  on  account  of  its 
aezprefs'd,  thereis  no  kindofab-  cleamefs  and  tranfparency,  and 
kdity  in  it)  for  we  frequently  fee  not  at  all  on  account  of  its  color, 
mis  and  weeds  and  flowers  grow-  that  he  compare*  it  to  amber.  The 
mg  uder  water :  and  we  may  cleamefs  of  amber  was  proverbial 
dmcfore  fuppofe  the  fineft  flowers  among  the  Ancients  i  Callimachus 
fo  e™w  "t  U>c  bottom  of  the  ri-vtr  in  hb  hymn  to  Ceres,  ver.  zg.  has 
^iBfit  01  rather  the  river  to  nil  itXcKlatai'  vfif  i  and  in  like  man- 
raw  them  Ibmetimes,  to  water  ner  Virgil  iayg  of  a  river,  Georg. 
Acm.      The  author  feenu  to  in-  IH-  522. 

mA  Much  Ae  fame  thing  that  he  p„rior  dearo  campum  petit  amnit. 

k«  etprefs'd  m  IV.  z^.   where  '       ' 

peaking  of  the  brook)  in  Paradife  360.  With  tbe/i  ttat  mver/adt'] 

m  f*J*  they  Dr.  Bentley  reads  toiib  tBii  ibat 


214  PARADISE  LOST*.     Bookml 

Now  in  loofe  garlands  thick  thrown  ofF,  the  brijght 
Pavement,  that  like  a  lea  of  jafper  ihone^ 
Impurpled  with  celeftial  rofes  fmird.  364 

Then  crowned  again,  their  golden  harps  they  took,  ■ 
Harps  ever  tun'd,  that  glittering  by  their  fide 
Like  quivers  hung,  and  with  preamble  fweet 

■ 

Of  charming  fymphony  they  introduce 
Their  facred  fong,  and  waken  raptures  high ; 
No  voice  exempt,  no  voice  but  well  could  join    370 
Melodious  part,  fuch  concord  is  in  Heaven. 

Thcc, 

mevir  fadesy  that  is  amarani.     Bat        364.  Impurpled  nmth  aiefiial  r^ 
theft  is  right,  and  refers  to  cronjims  fmiPd.']  A  word  very  fiuni- 

fpoken  oF  in  ver.  3  c 2.  all  the  in-  liar  with  Spenier  from  the  Italia 

termediate  verfes  bein?  in  a  paren-  imporporato.    Fairy  Queen,   B.  ]. 

thefis.      Milton   alludes    here    to  Cant.  7.  St.  16. 

'/''/•  V;  T'//  T''"'  ""  ''■^     Oft  from  the  foreft  wildin«  k 
rf  glory  tbatfadctb  not  away,  ^j^  ^^.  ^ 

ri         1,        sir  ^*^^'      Whofe  fides  impMrpled  wm  widi 

Or  perhaps  tbefe  nuy  more  pro-  r  m-  /^/••»  ^«*  ■»"- 

bably  refw  to  Elyfianjhw\s  men-  ^^''^  red. 

tion'd  in  the  verfe  preceding.    It   Marino  Ad.  Cant.  4.  St.  291. 

illScT^SSat  M^iS^^       L'Ho«  fpogli««io  dc  lor  fagi  I 

JkniSrs  than  of  crowns^  which  are  ^* 

themfelves  garlands :  bat  then  there  372.  Thee,  Father,  firft  theyfii^ 

muft  be  no  parenthefisy  as  there  is  &c.]  This  hymn  feems  to  be  con* 

none  in  Milton^s  own  editions.  pofed  fomewhat  in  the  ipirit  an! 

363.  — like  afea  ofiajperfiome^  manner  of  the  hymn  to  Hercab 

Jafper  is  a  preaous  ftonc  of  fe-  in  the  8th  book  of  the  iEneidi 

veral  colors,  but  the  green  is  moft  but  is  as  much  fuperior  as  the  fub- 

efteem'd,  and  bears  (bme  fimilitude  jeA  of  the  one  tranfcends  that  of 

«od  rcfiBmbl  nee  to  the  fea.    '  "  ^  the  other. 

377- 


i 


t'  ^ARA Diss  lost: 


aif 


t.  Father^  firft  ibtj  fang  OmmpoMk^ 

ible,  immortal,  Iixfifiite»  -         J 

King;  thee  AathordT  all  bdngy.c*  :!j:, 

n  of  liglit,  thyfelf  ittvifible        ^    u;      37^ 
the  glorious  brightii^  where  tlkStt  fitft 

I  inacceflible,  but  itbtti  thou  fhkd^& 

II  bkuse  ol^tfay  bcams^  and  through  a  doud 
round  about  thee  like  a  radiant  ihrine,       i 

ith  exceffive  bright  thy  flJrte  appeat, 384 

;le  Heav'n,  that  brighfidft  Seraphim 

Approach 


mtJ  inaccijpbie^  but  nuben 
n  pmij(\  The  word  bui 
t  dune  as  except y  unlefs ; 
btH  when  thou  flfa£ft^ 
en  onl/  acceifibley  when 
'ft  &c.  Perhaps  Milton 
lew  what  Ovid  fays  of 
when  his  Ton  Phaeton 
im.  Met.  II.  39. 

A  Gtpiit  omne  micantes 
radioty  propiuTque  ac- 
« juffit    Pearce. 

ark  with  excejjrve  bright 
^trtsaffear,]  Milton  has 
dKmght  of  darknefs  oc* 
f  |dory»  V.  599.  Bright- 
m2  inn;ifible.  This  alfo 
b  meaning  here;  theex- 
ightnefs  had  the  effed  ef 

mvifibility.  What  an 
or/!  the  fkirts  only  not 
kM  on   by  the   beinn 

God,  but  when  doobqr 


ot-  trebly  (haded  by  a  cloud  and 
both  wings.  What  then  is  the  fuU 
hlzzt !  Itkhardfim. 

In  like  manner  Tafib  defcribing 
tht  Ahnighty  in  Heaven;  Cant.  91 

St.57- 

Quivi  ei  cofi  nel  fuo  fplendor  s^ 

volve, 
Che  v*abba^lian  la  vifta  anco  i 

pii^  degni. 

The  fame  thought  in  Spenfei^a 
Hymn  of  heavenly  Beauty,  but 
more  languidly  exptds^d. 

With  the  great  glory  of  diat  won* 

drous  Bght 
Ifis  throne  it  all  ancompafled  a* 

round. 
And  hid  in  bis  ^vm  brigbtnrfs  fiOBI* 

the  fight 
Of  all  that  look  thereon  fie. 


2i6 
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Approajch  not,  but  with  both  wings  veil  their  eyes. 
Thee  next  they  fang  of  all  creation  firft. 
Begotten  Son,  Divine  Similitude, 
In  whofe  confpicuous  countenance,  without  cloud 
Made  vifible,  th'  almighty  Father  fhines,  381 

Whom  elfe  no  creature  can  behold  3  on  thee 
Imprefs'd  th'  effulgence  of  his  glory*  abides, 
Transfus'd  on  thee  his  ample  Spirit  reds. 

.  He  Heav'n  of  Heav'ns  and  all  the  Pow'rs  therein  ^, 
By  thee  created,  and  by  thee  threw  down  391 

Th'  afpiring  Dominations :  thou  that  day 
Thy  Father's  dreadful  thunder  didft  not  iparc. 
Nor  flop  thy  flaming  chariot  wheels,  that  fhook 
Heav'n's  everlafling  frame,  while  o'er  the  necks  395 
Thou  drov'fl  of  warring  Angels  difarray'd. 

Back 


382.  Approach  Mt!\  So  Ovid  Met. 
II.  22. 

Coniiftitqae  procal,  neque  enim 

proptora  ferebac 
.Luinina. 

hut  nvitb  both  nuiftES  *vdl  their  eyes. 
So  they  are  reprelented  in  Ifaiah's 
vifion  of  the  throne  of  God: 
Jibove  it  flood  the  Serephims ;  each 
one  had  fix  *wings;  nvith  t^wmn  be 
cover  d  his  facet  &C.  Ifa.  VL  2. 

1%^,  ^^  of  all  creation  firft;\  So 


in  Col.  I.  15.  thefirfl'heem  ofrvaj 
creature  gt  of  edi  crmiiemt  mom 
Kliamtf ;  and  Reir.  UL  14.  tkl^\ 
ginning  of  the  creaiiom  of  God.  • 

387.  Whom  elfe  m  cnattare 
behold i"]   No  oneataie 
otherwife  behold  the  Father  but 
and  through  the  Son.  No  am 
feen  God  at  am  timei   the  oafy 
ten  Son  tvhicl  is  in  the  hojm  f^^j 
Father^  be  both  declared  bim^ 
I.  18.   But  He  that  bath  flat 
bathfetn  the  Father^  John  XIV. 


fronrporiuitid^  Vwt^  vrS^  load  scclame-  —  ^ 
only'  Q^tstt'd,  SlonlSif  thy  Fadief'fl  niight,  '  • 
ttcoK^fitim  naffiaaec  ott  fab  foes,  399 

boa'AJ^:  Him  thrbbgh  their  malice 'fill'n»    - 
ir«f  mdrc/  and  grace,  choa  didft  not  doom 
i^y>  :bat-inach  mofe  to  pity' indioe : 
»Derdi(l^y=dearAnd'only  Son    ' 
Ive  t&etf  {Rirpbs'd  n6t  to  doom  frdl  A£ui  ^ 

iaiy,  but  much  more  *o  pit/  inclin'd,       40J  * 
I  aj^teaft  thy  wrath,  and  end  the  ftrife  ' 

lercy'  and  juflice  in  thy  £ice  diicern'd, 
rdle6  of  the  blils  whereb  he  iat 
td  to  thee,  oficr'd  himfelf  to  die  ' 

idan's  offenfe.    O  unexampled  lore,  41(3 

oo  where  to  be  found  lels  than  IKvincI 

Haa 

Tlw  M^  tKititJA  We  nraft  ^  wliick  ft«  be&rc  b  tbc  note 

cribadttdiai,  lliyPowen  nponl.  169. 
i(  ftCNn  pBfuk  extoll'd,  fife. 

f  Ptowcn  tBmM'd  thee  tv-       ^US.  A  A  <VV^  '-fy  wrdi^] 

:  koM  foiCmt,  and  r^w  i>4r :  As  ui  iiigeniou*  ]peribn  obferrei, 

im^i&K  fiU  vtSwr,  ill  me  fto  or  i«/ muft  be  underilood  be- 

/jfilnr  tjfvAtMJfit  »f  Ut  <*/'  fore  ff(  to  compete  the  fenfe.  Su^ 

At,  VI.  8S0.  &c.    So  per-  omiffions  are  frequent  in  poetr/t 

sA  Ait  hynm  of  the  good  and  thu  may  have  a  beauty  here* 

rMETM    inth    the   account  ai  it  ezprefles  the  readiacfi  of  ths 

iyB«[A»l  in  Book  VJ.  and  Son  n  ioterpoTe  ob  Man's  behalf 

iVBcntion  i*  made  of  the  itninediately   apon  perceiTiiig  th« 

Mfgda  jtuniag  in  the  pariUi,  Fathcr'i  piooii*  pu^ofc. 
:  OK  cf  il  Ani^  the  tadsft 
L.  I.  Z  ♦!».  «ril 


Of 

hi 
!t 


i 
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Hail  Son  of  Gfpd,  Saviour  of  Men,  thy  name 
"  Shall  be  tl^c  copious  matter  of  my  fong 
Penceforth,  an4  never  Ih^  my  haf  p  thy  praifc 
Forget,  nor  from  thy  Fathcf 's  pr^fe  disjoin.       415 

Thus  they  in  Heav'n,  above  the  ft%rry  fpbcrc. 
Their  happy  hours  in  joy  and  hymniqg  fppnt 
Mean  while  upon  the  firm  opacpus  glpbg 
Of  this  round  world,  whofe  firft  convey 
The  luminous  inferior  orbs  incjos'd  48O  ji 

From  Chaos  and  th*  inroad  of  Darkneft  old, 

Satan 

412.  Hail  San  o/Gcd,']  So  in  the  It  is  to  be  noted  i^t  Ae  paimgfi 
condufion  of  the  hymn  to  Her-  this  hymn  is  in  imitation  of  the 
cules  mention  d  before.  i£n.  VIII.  hymns  of  Homer  and  Calfimacto 
^Qi  who  always  promife  to  return  ii 

Saivcve«Jov|.p.le..decu.«i-  '^^^''^^f^'i^J^'--] 

''"^  ^'''"'  S^ian'i  ialk  opo/Se  eatfide  i 

413.  — the  copious  matter  of  fny  the  univerfe,  which  at  a  diftand 
fing]  Dr.  Bentlcy  reads  here  appeared  to  him   of  a  globulir 

9ur  fongi  but  why  may  not  Milton  form,  but  npon  his  nearer  ap- 
take  the  liberty  us'd  in  the  ancient  proach  kx>kea  like  an  nnhoimHri 
chorus,  where  fomecimes  the  pin-  plain,  is  natural  and  noble:  »  Ui 
rah  and  lomecimes  the  iingular  roaming  upon  the  frantien  of  tki 
number  is  ufed?  Or  it  may  be  creation  between  that  mafs  of  nul* 
faid  that  Milton  fpeaks  in  his  own  ter^whichwas  vtougl^t  iaioa|WorUl 
pcribn,  or  rather  narrates  than  ;uid  that  (hapeleft  unfonaed  hof 
gives  us  the  words  as  the  words  of  of  materiaby  which  ftill  lay  ii 
Sie  Angeb.  If  we  read  it  over.  Chaos  and  confufion,  ifaika  thi 
we  fhall  fee  this  plainly;  Tbee  frft  imagination  with  fomedung  ^ 
ihey  fung^  ver.  3  72.  and  again,  niihmgly  great  and  wiU.  AdMfm> 
Ihte  next  tbiy  fang,  vcr.  383;  and  431.  Js  *wbcH  a  %mkwr  to] 
this  accounts  ifbr  what  Dr.  Bentley  This  fimile  is  very  appofita  wi 
objeAs  to  ver.  38  !•  yhsXSermfbim  liv^y,  and  correfponds  C3ra£ttf  ii 
art;  mentionU  Ptarce.  ^  ;hc  particulan.    Satan  opoaV 
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Satan  flighted  walks  r  a  globe  hr  off 
It  feem'd,  now  fecms  a  boundlcfs  continent 
Dark,  wafte,  aod  wild,  under  the  6own  of  Night 
fitorlefs  oxpos'd,  and  cver-thrcatning  ftorms        425 
Of  Chaos  bluft'ring  round,  inclement  Iky ; 
Save  on  that  iide  which  from  the  wall  of  Heaven^ 
Though  diftant  far,  fome  fmall  reflcdlion  gains 
Of  glimmering  air  lefs  vex'd  with  tempeft  loud : 
Here  walk'd  the  Fiend  at  large  in  fp^cious  field.  430 

As  when  a  vultur  on  Imaus  bred^ 

Whofc 

f»^  HfU  to  fiaith  in  order  to  wli6  are  called  rovii^,  as  they  live 

(Aefisof  ma^aihdt  b^xt  lighting  firft  chiefly  in  tents,  and  remove  from 

pQ  the  htfrt  convex  of  this  world^s  place  to  place  for  the  convenience 

outermo^  orb,  a  feaof  land  as  the  of  paflurage,  their  herds  of  cattel 

po^  Cflls  it,   is  very  fitly  com-  and  what   they  take  in  hunting 

pared  to  a  Yultur  flying,  in  queft  being  their  principal    fubfiftence. 

fji  hU  prey,  tender  lambs  or  kids  Ganges  and  Hydafpgs  are    famous 

pew-yean^d,  from  the  barren  rocks  rivers  of  India  ;    and  Seriea  is  a 

io   the  OMre    fruitful    hills    and  region  betwixt  China  to  the  eaft 

^eams  of  India,   but  lighting  in  and  the   mountain    Imaus  to  the 

hb  w^  on  ^  plains  of  Sericana,  weft :   and  what  oar  author  here 

sprhich   were  in  a  manner  a  fea  fays  of  the  Chhefis^  he  fccms  to 

|/*  Luui  COO,  At  country  being  fo  have  taken  from  Heylin*s  Cofmo- 

filiootk  and  op<;n  that    carriages  graphy,  p.  867.  where  it  is  faid, 

were  driven   (as  travelers  report)  *'  Agreeable  unto  the  obfervadon 

with  fails  and  wind.    Imaus  is  a  ce-  "  of  modem  writers,  the  country 

lebrated   mounuin   in    Afia ;    its  **  is  fo  plain  and  level,  that  they 

^lun^  £gnifies  fMorarf  in  the  Ian*  ''  have  carts  and  coaches  driven 

Cnm  of  the  inhabitants  according  "  with  fails,  as  ordinarily  as  drawn 

|0  l^y*   Lib.  6.  cap.  21.  incola-  *'  with  horfes,  in  thefe  parts."  Our 

jWi  Ungiu  nivofum   fignificante ;  author  fuppofes  thefe  carriages  to 

§^  therefore  it  is  faid  here  'u:bofe  be   made   of  cane^    to  renr'er  the 

/mm§  ridgi.    It  is  the  boundary  to  thing  fomewhat  mors  probable.  It 

|hf  %^  pf  the  Weftern  Tartvs,  may  be  thought  the  leu  incredible, 

Z    2  315 
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Whofe  fnowy  ridge  the  roving  Tartar  bounds, 
Diflcdging  from  a  region  fcarce  of  prey 
To  gorge  the  fleih  of  iambs  or  yeanling  kids 
On  hills  where  flocks  are  fed,    flies  tow'ard  the 
fprings  '435 

Of  Ganges  or  Hydafpes,  Indian  flreams ; 

But 

as  there  was  a  man  lately  at  Bath  may  produce  in  the  reader  at  die 
who  attempted  fomething  of  the  fame  time  both  belief  and  afbnifli- 
fame  nature,  and  cocdd  really  drive  meat.  This  is  brought  l»  pa&  ia 
his  machine  without  horfes  by  the  a  well-chofen  fable,  by  tne  ac- 
help  of  wind  and  fail  upon  Marl-  count  of  fuch  things  as  have  reaOf 
lx)rough  Downs,  but  it  would  not  happened,  or  at  lead  of  fuch  thinn 
ferve  upon  the  road;  it  did  well  as  have  happened  according  to  the 
enough  upon  the  plain,  but  he  received  opmions  of  mankind, 
could  not  make  it  go  up  hill.  Milton*8  fable  is  a  mafter-piece  of 

442.  —  in  ibts  place]  I  have  be-   this  nature;    as  the  war  m  Hea- 
fore  fpoken  of  the  Limbo  of  Va-   ven,   the  condition  of  the  fallen 
nity,  which  the  poet  places  upon    Angels,    the  date  cf  innocence, 
the  outermoft  furface  of  the  uni-    the  temptation  of  the  Serpent  and 
verfe,  and  fhall  here  explain  my-  the  fall  of  Man,  though  th^  are 
felf  more  at  lar^e  on  that,   and    very  aftonidiing  in  tfaemfelves,  are 
other  parts  of  the  poem,  which   not  only  crediUe,  but  a£bul  points 
are  of  the  fame  fhadowy  nature,    of  faith.   7%e  next  method  of  re- 
Arifbde  obferves,   that  the  fable   conciling  miracles  with  crcdiUIity, 
of  an  epic  poem  fliould  abound  in   is   by  a  happy  invention  of  the 
circumftanccs  that  are  both   ere-   poet;  as  in  particular,  when  he  in- 
dible   and  aftonifliing;   or  as  the   troduces  agents  oF  a  foperiorni- 
French  critics  choofe  to  phrafe  it,   ture,  who  are  capable  of  effiidiM 
the  fable  fhould  be  filled  with  the   what  is  wondmnl,    and  what  a 
probable  and  the  marvelous.   This   not  to  be  met  with  in  the   ordi- 
rule  is  as  fine  and  juft  as  any  in   nary  courfe  of  things.     UIyfe*i 
Ariih)tlc*s  whole  art  of  poetiy.    If  fhip  being  turned  into  a  rock,  and 
tl^  fable  is  only  probable,  it  dif-   i£neas*s  fleet  into  a  fhoal  of  Wa^ 
fers  nothing  from  a  true  hiAory;   ter-nymphs,  though  they  are  veiy 
if  it  is  only  marvelous,    it  is  no   furpriiing  accidents,  are  nevertbe- 
better  than  a  xomance.    The  great   lefs  probable,   when  we  are  toU 
fecret  therefore  of  heroic  poetry  is   that  they  were  the  Gods  who  tfan 
to  relate   fuch  circamftances,  as   transfimned  diem.    It  ii  this  kivl 

of 
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It  in  bis  way  lights  on  the  barren  plains 

'Sericana,  whjerc  Chinefes  drive 

ith  fails  and  wind  their  cany  waggons  light : 

on  this  windy  fea  of  land,  the  Fiend  440 

alk'd  up  and  down  alone,  bent  on  his  prey  j 

>nc,  for  other  creature  in  this  place 

Living 

ischinery  which  fills  the  poems   fiAion  of  Milton*s  fiible»   d&ougk 
.  of  Homer  and  Vii^if  with    we  find  it  full  of  furpnfine  inci- 
circumftances  as  are  wonder-   dents,  they  are  generally  fuited  to 
but  not  impoflibley  and  fo  frc-    our  notions  of  the  things  and  per- 
itly  produce  in  the  reader  the    ions  defcribed,  and  tempered  with 
pleafing  jpafiion  that  can  rife    a  due  meafure  of  prob.ibility.     I 
le  mind  of  man,  which  is  ad-    muft  only  make   an  exception  to 
.tion.    If  there  be  any  indance    the  Limbo  of  Vanity,    with  his 
he  .£neid  liable  to  exception    epifbde  of  Sin  and  Death,    and 
1  this  account,  it  is  in  the  be-    fome  of  the  imaginary  perfons  in 
ingof  the  third  book,  where    his   Chaos.      Thefe  parages   are 
;as   is  reprefented  as  tearing   aflonifhing,  but  not  credible;  the 
le  myrtle  that  dropped  blood,    reader  cannot  (o  far  impofe  upon 
qualify  this  wonderful  circum-    himfelf,  as  to  fee  a  poilibility  in 
e,  Polydorus  tells  a  ftory  from    them ;  they  are  the  defcription  of 
-oot  of  the  myrtle,    that  the    dreams  and  (hadows,  not  of  things 
arous  inhabitants  of  the  coun-    or  perfons.     I  know   that  many 
aving  pierced  him  with  fpears    critics   look  upon  the   flories   of 
arrows,  the  wood  which  was    Circe,  Polypheme,  the  Sicens>  nay 
ji  his  body  took  root  in  his    the  whole  OdyiTey  and  Iliad,    to 
ids,    and  gave   birth  to  that    be  allegories ;  but  allowing  this  ta 
ling  tree.     This  circumdance    be   true,    they  are  fables,   whicb 
s  to  have  the  marvelous  with-    confidering  the  opinions  of  manf 
be  probable,  becaufe  it  is  re-    kind  that  prevailed  in  the  age  of 
ntcd  as  proceeding  from  na-    the  poet,  might  poffibly  have  been  . 
caufes,  without  the  interpofi-    according  to  the  letter.     The  per-» 
>f  any  God,  or  other  fuper-    fens  are  luch  as  might  have  acted 
al  power   capable    of   pro-    what  is  afcribed  to  them,    as  the 
ig  it.     The  fpears  and  arrows    circumftances  in  which  they  are  re- 
ef themfelves,    without   fo    prcfcnted,  might  poliibly  have  bcea. 
as  the  modem  help  of  an  in-    truths  and  realities.    I'his  appear- 
OiCQC.     If  we  look  int^  the    ance  of  probability  is  fo  abfolutelye 

Z  3  requifitc 


i 


h 


a24  PARADISE  LOST;    BookllL 

Thofe  argent  fields  more  likjely  habitants,  460 

Tranilated  Saints,  or  middle  Spirits  hold  ji 

Betwixt  th'  angelical  and  human  kind.  0 

Hither  of  ilUjoin'd  fons  and  daughters  bom 

Firfl:  firom  the  ancient  world  thofe  giants  came 

With  many  a  vain  exploit,  though  then  renown'd: 

The  builders  next  of  Babel  on  the  plaia  466  i 

Of 

Seme  thought  it  mounted  to  the  is  certainly  lefi  confidenUe  in  it*    it 

lunar  inhere,  felf  than  our  earth,  it  is  not  lik^ 

Since  all  things  left  on  earth  are  that  its  inhabitants  fhoold  be  M 

treafur'd  there.  much  more  confiderable. 

There   hero's   wits  are  kept  in  463.  Hitbtr  §f  iU^^jwid  fim  ml 

r»nd*rous  vafes,  daughten  born  &c«  ]    He 

beau's  in  fnufF-boxes   and  means /i^^xr/ir/GM/ iU-^oin'd  wick 

tweezer-  cafes.  tht  daughters  rfwum^  alluding  to  dutt 

There  broken  vows,  and  death-  text  of  Scripture,  Gm,  VI.  4.  fhm 

bed  alms  are  found,  *wert  giants  in  tht  emrtb  in  thtji 

And  lover's  hearts  with  ends  of  di^s\  ami  alfi  afttr  thmt^  nvhen  tk 

ribband  bound,  /ons  of  God  came  in  wai9  the  dangbters 

The  cr>nrtier's  promifes,  ^nd  fick  of  men^    and  thef  kre  ckilt^en  t$ 

man's  pray 'rs,  them ;  the  fame  bet^ 


The  imiles  of  harlots,    and  the   ^hich  'were  of  old^  men  of 

tears  of  heirs,  where  by  the  fans  of  Go/foms  F4- 

Cagcs  for  gnats,   and  chains  to   thers  and  Commentators  have  n- 

yoke  a  Hea,  derflood  jfngels,   as  if  the  Angds 

Dry'd  butterflies,   and  tomes  of  had  been  enamonr*d  and  married 

cafuiHry.  to  women ;  but  the  tnie  meanioe 

is  that  the  pofterity  of  Seth  and 
460.  Thofe  argeftt  fields  Sec,']  Ther^  other  patriarchs,  who  were  wor- 
is  no  qucftion  f  beneve  now  among  fhippers  of  the  true  God,  aad 
philofophers,  that  the  moon  is  in-  therefore  call'd  the  fons  of  God^  in- 
habited; b-.it  it  is  greatly  to  be  que-  termarried  with  the  idolatrous  po« 
ftion'd  whcrher  xW^  notion  of  our  flerity  of  wicked  Cain. 
author  be  true,  that  the  inhabi-  467.  Of  Sennaar^li  Or  Shinir, 
tants  there  are  tran/fated  Saints  or  for  they  are  both  the  fame  naoe 
Spir  .'s  of  a  middle  nature  between  of  this  province  of  Babylonia.  But 
Angels  and  Men;  for  as  the  moon    Milton  follows  the  Volgate  as  be 

^eqoently 
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Of  Sennaar,  and  iHU  with  vain  defign 

N'ew  Babels,  had  they  wherewithal,  would  build : 

Dthers  came  fingle  j  he  who  to  be  deem'd 

\  God,  leap'd  fondly  into  iBtna  flames,  ^^o 

^mpedocles;  and  he  who  to  enjoy 

?lato*s  Elyfium,  leaped  into  the  fca, 

^Icombrotusj  and  many  more  too  long, 

Embryo's 

requently  does  in  the  names  of  nefs  in  another  life,  he  was  {o  ra« 

daces.  vifli*d  with  the  account  of  iu  that 

471.  EmpedocUsi']  The  fcholar  he  leap'd  from  a  high  wall  into 

>f  Pythagoras,  a  philofopher  and  the  fea,  that  he  might  immediate!/ 

poet,  born  at  Agrigentum  in  Sicily :  enjoy  it.     His  death  is  celebrated 

\kc  wrote  of  the  nature  of  things  by  Callimachus  in  one  of  his  epi- 

in  Greek,  as  Lucretius  did  in  Latin  grams,  £p.  29.  which  we  will  fub- 

rcife.    He  fiealing  one  night  from  join  with  Fnfchlinus  his  tranfla-* 

his  followers  threw  himfelf  into  the  tion, 

94niing.£ibna,  that  being  no  where  _  •  .    .  «-        m      ^ 

tobeLnd,  hcmightbccftecmed  E'^^f /^;«  X^9^-*  KAio/.f^e. 

to  be. a  God,  and  to  be  taken  up       .„«  i^»  ^!?'^7?  ^ 

into  HeaTcn;  but  his  iron  pattens,        *^^?J  ,*^  ''^'^^^  ''^X^®'  ^ 
beine  thrown  out  by  the  fury  pf   -  r    ^  i"^       n       «l 
Spuming  mountain,  difcoyer'd   ^-"'^  f^^  '^^v  ^r^r.  x^xor. 
tib   defeated  ambition,    and  ridi-       .^  *''^*  UKttrmv& 
ailed  his  foUy.  Hor.  de  Arc.  Poet.        \^l  '^Y' 4v?cw  ya^i^i^  €,,a. 

—  Deus  immortalis  habcri  Phcpbc  vale  dicens,dc  rape  Cleom- 

I>nm  cupit  Empcdocles,  ardentem  brotus  alta 

frig^ns  iEtnam  Ambraciota,  Stygis  vivus  adivit 

Infilnit.        Hume.  aquas. 

^,     ,         .  _,,              .  Funere  nil  dignum  pafllis :  folum- 

473.  Cleomtrotus ;]  The  napie  u  que  Platonis 

rightly  placed  the  lafl  word  in  the  Pc    vita    mentis  perpctc   legit 

fentence,  as  Empc^orla  was  before.  opus. 
He  was  called  Ambraciota  of  Am- 

bracia,  a  city  of  Epirus  in  Greece.  And  from  hence  other  authors  feem 

Having  read  over  Plato's  book  of  to  have  taken  his  (lory,  as  Cicero 

(|ic  Soul's  immortality  and  happi-  T^fc.  Difp.  L  34.  CalUmachi  oui- 

dem 
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Embryo's  and  ididts,  erethites  and  friers 
WhltSj  black,  and  gray,  tridi  all  thdr  tntilipd 
Here  {nlgrims  toam,  that  ibay'd  to&tto  feek 
In  Golgotha  him  dead,  who  lives  in  IfeaTeh  i 
And  they  who  to  be  fitfe  of  Paradifb 

1 


dem  epigrammt  in  Anibraciotaiii 
GlcaibDrbcttBft  eft :  qoem  ait,  cum 
ei  nihil  acddi&t  adverfi,  e  muro 
ft  in  mare  al^tciite  Iliad  Fhltbbil 
libro :  luod  O^d  Ibis.  Ytr.  493. 

Vcl  de  pnecipiti  Venias  inTartara 
faxoy 
tit  qui  Socradcum  de  nece  le- 
git opus. 

A71*  ■  ■■  tiifd  wHUff  fkt^f  n$  /'^>J 
Poorly  and  deficiently  exprefs'd  for, 
ioui  men  too  long  to  name,  Bentley. 
It  feems  at  if  a  line  were  by  mif- 
take  of  the  printer  left  out  here ; 
for  (as  Dr.  Bentley  fays)  it  is  ifefi- 
eiefttfy  exfrefid,  Befides  Milton 
bad  been  mentioning  thofe  who 
camifingUi  and  therefore  he  could 
not  fall  upon  the  mention  oi  em^ 
iryo\  iiSotjf  hermits,  and  friers 
withont  fome  other  verfe  inter- 
posed, which  ihould  finifh  the  ac- 
count of  thofe  who  cameJutgU,  and 
contain  a  verb  for  the  nominative 
cafes  emhryo's,  idiots,  ice,  which  at 
prefent  is  wanting.  Pearee. 

A  very  ingenious  perfon  queflions, 
whether  Milton  by  this  appearance 
^f  inaccuracy  and  negligence  did 
not  defign  to  exprefs  his  contempt 
of  their  trumferj  as  he  calls  it,  by 
llMHiis  ktf  teeether  in  thit  # 


order  and  confufion.  We  k 
fiime  artful  negligence  in  I 
■"II.  182. 


Have  we  not  feen,  or  by  : 

heard. 
In  courts  and  regal  ehambi 

thou  lurk'ft. 
In  wood  or  grove  by  sioff 

tain  fide. 
In  valley  or  green  to^ad 

way-lay 
Some  beauty  rare,  CaiBA 

mene. 
Daphne,  or  Semel^  ^i^i 
Or  Amymone,  Syrint,  tkm 
Toolongy  then  lav^  diy  fei 

names  adorM. 

475.  White,  Umtk,  edii p 
named  according  to  their 
white  frieri  or  Carmelkes 
friers  or  Dominicans,  gra 
or  Francifcans,  of  their  i 
St.  Francis,  St.  Dominic,  an 
Carmel  where  that  order 
they  were  firft  inftituted. 
thor  here,  as  clfcwhcre,  ih 
diflike  and  abhorrence  of  tb< 
of  Rome,  hv  placing  the  1 
orders  woith  all  H>eir  t 
cowls,  hoods,  reliques,  bes 

in  th^f  Midife  of  Fo^,  1 
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g  put  ton  t]»  <wcbds  of  DMkbtfe^ 

t  FhmcUcMi  think  to  pds  dfTgUk'd)  ^14' 

'  pafi  tiie  piahet^  iffr%  i&d  pift  ths  tt'd, 

that  cryftailin  fpb^  ^illiQJe  hldttiM  Wtii|^ 
trepdaibn  ialk'tl,  and  that  M  mttrTtfi 


ladng  them  diere^  but  mak- 
em  mrprtafciptl  tmot^ 

id  g0De  upon  iiiipitiiM|st  to 
»1^  Lgnd»  to  Tifit  Ottf  Lord*t 
ire :  but  to  fudi  perfini  thit 
i  (aid,  which  was  to  the  wo- 
icer  his  refnrre^ita,  Luke 
.  5,  6.  Whyftek^e  the  living 
iU  itaif  He  is  not  h^  but  is 
to  which  text  oar  author 
to  allade  in  this  paiTage. 
,  Atdthat  crjiftaUin/pbere  &c.] 
Mks  here  according  to  the 
c  gftronomyy  adopted  and  ixn- 
Iqr  Ptdomy.  fbey  fttfs  tbt 
ft^Ht  oar  planetary  or  folar 
,  «W  beyond  this  fafi  thi 
Che  firmament  or  fphere  of 
xM  ftartf  mid  beyond  this 
jfiMmjfhere^  the  cryftallin 
a,  dear  as  cryftal>  to  which 
riemaics  attributed  a  fort  of 
III  or  ihaking  (the  trefida' 
MKh  talked  of )  to  account 
rtmn  irregularities  in  the  mo- 
f  the  ftars,  mnd  beyond  this 
or/f  Mtfo^V,  the  primum  mo- 
che  fphere  which  was  both 
I  mov'd  and  the  fiift  mo^eiv 
imcating  its  mockms  to  all 
wet  fpheresi  and  beyood  Ais 
1^  cmi^itaa  H0T«lt  th* 


feat  0^  God  and  the  Ang^  This 
pfli«e  mm  iteeho  ifli*  bMW 
Edit  aftd  iuiiibitioa  firom  anodicr 
of  t^  fineaatttio  i» Tifl^  MiHi 
he  defcribct  the  delceitt  of  dw 
Aitti^Aupl  Michtel  tm  Ite» 
▼en,  and  mentions  this  ayflallia 
iod  iU  tb*  other  4ibeta  b<k  onl/ 
inverting  the  order,  as  there  tho 
Hlbdofii  Is  dowBwinl^  Md  here  It 
is  upwards.  Cant  9.  St.  60, 6i. 

Pafla  a  fbco,  e  h  luce  isfc. 

He  pafi^  the  l^h^  akd  ftfadbt 

fiteaffigtt'd     - 
The  |Ioridu8  feat  of  MsieteM 

The  mover  Irft,  und  orde  cfy- 

Ibtflinep 
The  firmament  where  fixed  ftan 

41(hiAe. 

61, 
Uqlike  in  woHung  dkea  in  (hiipe 

andihow. 
At  his  left  hand,  Satom  he  left 

and  lOYe, 
And  thflie  ontraly  errtot  callM  % 

tXOWy 

Since  he  errs  not  who  them  dotl^ 
ide  and  more-    Fairfax. 


And  when  om:  poet  mentioiU  JA  ^#. 
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And  now  Saint  Peter  at  Hcav'n's  wicket  fccms 

To  wait  them  with  his  keys,  and  now  at  foot    485' 

Of  Heav'n's  afcent  they  lift  their  feet,  when  lo 

A  violent  crofs  wind  from  either  coaft 

Blows  them  tranfverfe  ten  thoufand  leagues  awry 

Into  the  devious  air;  then  might  ye  fee 

Cowls,  hoods,  and  habits  with  their  wearers  toft  450 

And  flutter'd  into  rags,  then  reliques,  beads^ 

Indulgences,  difpenfes,  pardons,  bulls. 

The  fport  of  winds :  all  thefe  upwhirl'd  aloft 

Fly  o'er  the  backfide  of  the  world  far  off 

Into  a  Limbo  large  and  broad,  fince  calPd  49^ 

The 

he  certainly  intends  (as  Mr.  Thyer  there  as  an  inhabitant,  and  another 

obferves)  to  ridicule  the  fond  con-  as  a  fpedlator.     Milttm  means  if 

exit  of  the  Romanics,  that  St.  Pe-  any  body  was  preient  there  fo  as 

ter  and  his  fucceffors  are  in  a  par-  to  be  able  to  lee  what  pa(s*d,  he 

ticular  manner  intruded  with  the  would  fee  convls^  imis^  &c.    It  it 

keys  of  Heaven.     And  he  makes  very  common  among  poets  to  talk 

ufe  of  the  low  phrafe  of  Heavens  thus  to  their  readers  ;  Then  mgk 

nvicJ^etf   the  better  to  expofe  the  ye  fee  is  no  more  than  ^btn  migk 

notions  of  thofe  whom  he  places  befeen.  See  Virgil,  iEn.  VUI.  676^. 

here  in  the  Paradife  of  Fools.  Pemree. 

489.  —  then  might  je  fee']   This  This  manner  of  fpeaking,  which 

is  one  of  th^  pa/Iages  which  fur-  puts  the  fecond  perfon  iodc£nitelyf 

nifhes  Dr.  Bentlcy  here  with  objec-  is  very  frequent  among  the  poets^ 

tions    againft   fifty-five   verfes   of  as  Virgil  vEn.  IV.  401. 

Milton.     To  the  words  mizht  ye        »*• ^ 

r   X.    r        u^  ij  *     ^r       Migrantes  cemas  ■ 

fee  he  lays,  how  could  any  one  of  ** 

his  readers  fee  them,  unlcfs  he  is  upon  which  Servius  fays,  Honeftt 
himfclf  fuppos'd  2ifooif  But  was  figura  ii  rem  tcrtiae  pcrfonae  in  fe- 
not  Satan  there  ?  and  he  is  no  fool  cundam  tranaferas.  Mugire  vide- 
in  this  poem:  it  is  one  thing  tq  be    bis  iEa.  IV.  490,  that  5,  ridebit 

aut 
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'he  Paradlfe  of  Fools^  to  few  unknown 

ong  after,  now  unpeopled^  and  untrod. 

U  this  dark  globe  the  Fiend  found  as  he  pais'd, 

nd  long  he  wander'd,  till  at  laft  a  ^leam 

f  dawning  light  turn'd  thither-ward  in  hafte    500 

is  travePd  fleps :  far  diilant  he  defcries 

fcendmg  by  degrees  magnificent 

p  to  the  wall  of  Heav'n  a  fbudfaire  high ; 

t  top  whereof,  but  far  more  rich  appeared 

'he  work  as  of  a  kingly  palace  gate,  505 

/ixh  frontifpiece  of  diamond  and  gold 

mbellifli'd  j  thick  with  fparkling  orient  gems 

The 

t  potent  viderc  aliquis.  Mn.  VIII.  50 1  i  His  tra^tn  fte^ :  ]   Tir'd 

^1.  ikepSf  from  trofvag/idUo  (ItaiiizR.) 

—  peltgo  credas  innarc  rcvulfas  Richan(/hn. 

^dadas ;  that  is  Crcdat  quis.  506.  With  frontifiiece  of  Mamend 

,    ,  ^    .,  .  TT  X7,^  and  gold "]    Imitated    from 

!e  Cowley's Davideis  11.  Note  1 7.    Ovid,  Met.  II.  1 . 

iT/cntis.  Virg.  iEn.  VI.  7  5.  Rcg^a  folis  erat  fublimibus  alta  co- 

Aqc,  Into  a  Umbo  large  and  broad;]  lumnis, 

S^Umbus  pattrnm  as  it  is  call'd,  Clara  micante  auro,  flammafque 

a  place  diat  the  Schoolmen  fup-  imitante  pyropo. 

ifcdto  be  in  the  neiijhbourhood  ^^  ^^.3  bright  palace,  on  high 

F  Hell,  where  the  fouls  of  the  columns  raised, 

itriarchs  were  detained,  and  thofe  y^^^^  bumifti'd  gold  and  flaming 

ood  men  who  died  before  our  Sa-  ,^^^13  ^lae'd.      Addifon. 
iour'i  refurredion.     Our  author 

ivet  the  fame  name  to  his  Para-  ^OTr^-witb  fiarkling  orient  gems} 

ifeofFoob,  and  more  rationally  Dr.   Bentley    would    read  ardent 

laces  it  beyond  tbe  backfidi  of  tbi  gems,  becaufe  orient  u  proper  to 

^U^  lay  upon  earth  only :  but  f^kHnw 
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The  portal  (honei.  iQlfpit^ble  oq  «trt|i 
By  model,  or  by  il^uling  pencil  drawo. 
The  ikirs  were  fi}^  as  whereon  J«cqI}  i^w'        51* 
Angels  afcei^ding  an4  defccnding,  bands  j 

Of  guardians  bright,  when  he  from  Eiau  ^  \] 

To  Padan-Aram,  In  the  field  of  hcOi  [ 

Dreaming  by  night  under  the  open  fky^  |I4 

And  waking  cry^d,  This  is  the  gate  of  HeaT«n# 
Each  ftalr  myilcrioufly  was  meant,  Qor  ilood  j: 

There  always^  but  drawn  up  to  Heaven  fometioies 
Viewlefs;  and  underneath  a  bright  fea  flowed  h 

Of 

tnd  M'Jent  are  too  near  akin  to  be     Which  are  arra)r*<l  with  mai 

both  ufed  toeether,  and  ilnce  (as  more  orient  hue. 

the  Dodor  iUlows)  the  beft  gems  SpenffrV  Hyaui  of Btfoiyi 

come  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  it  may  ft.  r   •«    ^  i.  r  t. 

be  allow'd  to  MUton  to  mean  by  J  have  tr^fcribed >dfe 

trifut  gems  no  more  than  the  irjf  ^^°^'  ^^'^^  ,?'•  BentleyH  remait 

^nd  mtji  frtdoMs  ones.  Milton  vciy  Meltons  applicatiOE  ©f  tko  mi 

frequently  ufes  the  word  ment  in  **'*^-         Thjrcn 

fucb  a  fenfe  as  this,  and  Dr.  Bent-        510.  nefimn^  kk«  degrees  aei-  _ 

ley  generally  correds  it,    tho'  he  tion'd  before,  ver.  90a.  'wtnJMm    i 

has  made  no  objedion  to  the  e^-  whereon  Jadk  famtSczJlh^ottm^  C 

preflion  in  I.  546.  fon  fetched  from  Gen.  XXtmt  E 

With  crUnt  colors  waving.  l^^^L^J^^iXlSfw  t 

Poets,  who  write  of  things  out  of  ^^  ^^P  9f  ^  reacted  in  Hkanm^  mi   ■ 
this  world,  mnft  ufe  epithets  and   ^'^^  ^^  ^^^  ^/  Gnd  ^ffemtn     < 
metaphors  drawn  from  things  in   '^  ^finulmg  om  it  i  emd  igUd  Jf 
this  world,    if   they  would  make   ^d  Jtood  eiovt  it.  &c.     fiat  dui 
ihemMves  uaderftood.         P^arce.    ^^^^  \i 

Why  de  i>«t  d^a  Che  bloflbnt  of    '^'  ^-^-^^ '"  ti*/tU»r  ^ 
tli«£tU  awft  not  be  ludeiftood af  if  JM» 
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(X  ja(per,  or  of  liquid  pearl,  whereon 

Who  after  qaafc  from  earth,  failing  arrived         5(0 

Wafted  by  Angels,  or  flew  o*er  the  lake 

Rapt  in  a  chariot  drawn  by  fiery  fleeds. 

The  ftairs  were  then  let  dQwn»  whether  to  dar(^ 

The  Fiend  by  eftfy'  afcent,  9^  aggravate 

His  (ad  exclufioii  from  the  doors  of  blifs :  g2g 

Dired:  againfl  which  open'd  from  beneatb> 

Jttfl:  o'er  the  blifsfiil  feat  of  Paradife, 

A  paiEige  down  to  th'  Earth,  a  paflage  wide» 

Wider  by  hi  than  that  of  ftfti^r- times 

0?er 

Jkmm  wwMim  tki  juU  if  1a»  ;  but  ^21.  Wafiid  hy  An^U^  Ike]  At 

kc  wai  flying  to  Padan-Aram  or  the  Lazarus  was  carriid  m  Angels^  Luke 

•omtry  of  Aram,  that  is  Syria ;  XVI.  22 ;  and  Elijah  was  rapt  up 

aid  by  Cbe  way  relied  and  dreamed  in  a  chariot  of  fire  and  horfes  of 

ib  dmm  in  tbe  field  of  Luz,  for  fin,  z  Kings  II.  1 1. 

h  die  adjoiBing  city  was  called  at  525.  —  doors  ]  Nfiiton  writes 

ike  fiffts  Jacob  upon  this  occafion  this  word  dore  and  dorej  except  only 

p^e  it  t&e  name  of  Bethel,   by  in  one  inftance  in  I.  504.  of  the  fe« 

Midi  ic  was  better  known  after-  cond  edition,  which  he  altered  from 

'Mnb.     The  paflape  was  wrong  the  firft  edition:  but  the  other  ap 

niated  in  all  the  editions,  for  there  proaches  nearer  in  found  to  the 

IMId  be  no  comma  after  Lux:  original  word,  if  it  be  derived  from 

tte  conuna  ihould  be  after  Padatt'  the  Saxon  durut  the  German  dun, 

--^rfrMv,  m  i^  field  of  Lux  being  to  dura^  tura;  and  all  as  Junius  fays 

'^k  join*4  on  to  dreaming  in  the  next  from  the  Greek  du£^,  janua.  And 

iaife.  yet  I  think  we  commonly  pro- 

-  jlg.  «^.  amdmndemoatk  a  hrigh$  nounce  it  dore  tho'  we  conftantly 

femfitFw*d\  The  author  him-  write  it  door.   But  in  all  fach  cafes 

tX  cqilaiiu  this,  in  the  argument  we  want  an  advantage,  that  the 

ff  dds  book,  to  be  meant  of  the  French  have  enjoyed,  of  an  Aca- 

!nMiyr  eiof^  the  firmamtrnt.     He  deny  (0  fix  and  fettle  our  lanauage. 

ifci  minni  ir  ijpin  YIT  f  1  r|    Hrj^e.  Some  propofals   were  maoe  tor 

fe^  ereding 


f 
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Over  mount  Sion,  and,  though  that  were  large^  ^^q 

Over  the  Promised  Land  to  God  ib  dear. 

By  which,  to  vifit  oft  thofc  happy  tribes^ 

On  high  behefts  his  Angels  to  and  fro 

Pafs'd  Sequent,  and  his  eye  with  choice  regard 

From  Paneas  the  fount  of  Jordan's  flood  535 

To  Beerfaba,  where  the  Holy  Land 

Borders  on  Egypt  and  th'  Arabian  (hore ; 

So  wide  the  opening  (eem'd,  where  bounds  were  fct 

To  darknefs,  fuch  as  bound  the  ocean  wave. 

Satan  from  hence,  now  on  the  lower  ftair  540 

That  fcal'd  by  fteps  of  gold  to  Heaven  gate. 

Looks  down  with  wonder  at  the  fudden  view 

Of 

creeling  fuch  an  Academy  to  the  fheba,  that  is  the  whole  extent  of 

Lord  IVeafurer  Oxford  at  the  lat-  tlie  Promis*d  Luuid  firom  Paneas  m 

ter  end  of  the  reign  of   Qneen  the  north  to  Beerfaba  in  the  foutk, 

Anne ;  and  it  is  a  pity  they  were  where  the  Holy  Land  is  bounded 

never  carried  into  execution.  by  Egyp:  and  Arabia.    The  limiii 

534.  «—  and  his  eye  ivitb  cboict  of  the  Holy  Land   are  thus  cXp 

regard]    Dr.  Pearce  thinks  prefs'd  in  Scripture,  fr9m  Dsm  mm 

that  after  regard  a  verfe  feems  to  unto  Beerjbtha^  Dan  at  the;i|ordMm 

be  wanting  to  defcribe  what  his  eye  and  Beerfheba  at  the  foatbem  cx- 

did  luitb  choice  regard:  but  it  may  tremicy ;  and  the  city  that  was  cal* 

be  underHood  thus,  his  eye  pafs'd  led  D.m  was  afterwards  named  f  «- 

Jrgmuutt  as  well  as  his  Angels  to  neas.     So  ivide  the  epemmg  femi§ 

ana  fro  on  high  behells  or  com-  that  is  fo  wide  as  I  have  rmt- 

mandf,  and  furvey*d  from  Paneas^  Tented  it,  wider  than  the  pawtte 

a  city  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain  over  mount  Sion  and  the  PrmuA 

of  the  fame  name,  part  of  mount  Land;  ^0  nvide  the  cfemmgjiem% 

JLibanui  where  the  river  Jordan  where  the  tunc  divine  power  i»A 

hat  in  fonrc^  to  Arr/Sij»  or  Beer-  the  limits  of  darknd^  that  (aidi» 

Che 
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Of  all  this  world  at  once.    As  when  a  fcout 
Through  dark  and  dcfcrt  ways  with  peril  gone 
All  night,  at  laft  by  break  of  chearfol  dawn       545 
Obtains  the  brow  of  fome  high-climbing  hill, 
"Which  to  his  eye  difcovers  unaware 
The  goodly  profped  of  feme  foreign  land 
Firft  feen,  or  fome  renown'd  metropolis 
With  gliil'ring  fpires  and  pinnacles  adorn'd,        550 
Which  now  the  rifing  fun  gilds  with  his  beams: 
Such  wcMider  fcis'd,  though  after  Heaven  feen. 
The  Spi'rit  malign,  but  much  more  envy  feis'd. 
At  fight  of  all  this  world  beheld  fo  fair.  5^4 

Round  he  furveys  (and  well  might,  where  he  flood 

So 

the  proud  ocean.  Hitherto  Jbak  thiu  glorious  an  idea  as  any  that  ari/es 

nmt  and  no  farther.  in   the   whole  poem.      He  looks 

54x3.  Saiamfrom  hence,  &c.]  Sa-  down  into  that  vaft  hollow  of  the 

jMuif    after  having  long  wander'd  onlverfe,  with  the  eye,  or  (as  Mil- 

jmon  the  furface,  or  outmofl  wall  ton  calls  it)  with  the  ken  of  an 

of  the  univerfey  difcovers  at  lafl  a  Angel.     He  furveys  all  the  won- 

wide  gap  in  it,  which  led  into  the  ders  in  this  immenfe  a'Kphitheatre 

dtation,   and  is  defcribed  as  the  that  lie  between  both  thJ  poles  of 

bpemng  through  which  the  Angels  Heaven,  and  takes  in  it  one  view 

{nft  to  and  fro  into  the  lower  world  the  whole  round  of  the  creation. 

■pon  their  errands  to   mankind.  Addifin. 

Hit  fitting  upon  the  brink  of  this  55;.  Round  be  furrys  Izc.']  Satan 

paflage,  amd  taking  a  furvey  of  the  is  here  repreferred  as  akin^^;  a  view 

t^Mle  face  of  nature  that  appeared  of  the  whole  creation  from  eafl  to 

to  Um  new  and  frelh  in  all  its  beau-  wrfl,  and  then  from  north  to  fouth; 

deif    with    the  fimile    illuftrating  but  poetry  delights  to  fay  the  moil 

diti  circnmitancey  fills  the  mind  of  common  thi:!gs  in  an  uncommon 

die  reader  with  as  fiirprifing  and  munier.  Round bt/urtfiytttmjitellhi& 

V  o  L.  1.  A  a                                     might 
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80  high  above  the  circling  canopy 

Of  night's  extended  (hade)  from  eaflern  point 

Of  Libra  to  the  fleecy  flar  that  bears 

Andromeda  far  off  Atlantic  ieas 

Beyond  th'  horizon ;  then  from  pole  to  pole        560 

He  views  in  breadth,  and  without  longer  paufe 

Down  right  into  the  w(x:ld's  firfi;  region  throws 

His 

fmght  in  his  prefcAt  fitiiati(m,>  higi  siodi  tftattr  joonK^one  wnr  dui 

ahjve  the  dialing  canoff  of  m^bt*s  the  other.  One  was  called  Icnglk 

extended Jbude,   Dr.  Bentley  obje^  or  longitude,  the  other  breadth  « 

to  the  exprefTion  of  circling  canofy^  latitude.   It  is  fine,  as  it  is  natrniL 

when  the  (hade  of  night  moft  needs  to  reprefent  Satan  as  taking  a  view 

be  a  cone : .  but  a&  Dr.  Pearce  re-  of  the  world  before  he  threw  hin* 

plies,  to  Satan  who  looked  down  felf  into  it. 

upon  it  from  fuch  an  highth,  it  ap-  562.  Downright  into  the  nmrUi 

pear'd  not  a  cone  as  it  really  was,  &c.]  Satan  after  having  forreyA 

out  t  rircle.    In  this  fituation  then  the  whole  creatioiiy   inunediatel? 

hi  fitr  j>.ysfrom  eafiem  point  of  Lihra^  without  longer  pemfe  throws  himfelf 

one  of  the  twelve  figns  exa£Uy  op-  into  it,  and  is  defcribVl  as  making 

pofit  to  Aries,    to  the  fleecy  flar^  two  different  motiou.     At  firft  he 

Aries  or  the  Ram,  that  is  from  eaft  drops  down  perpendiciilarly  fomc 

to  weft,  for  when  Libra  rifes  in  the  way  into  xt/kwnnght  tuh  theworiit 

cail,  Aries  fets  full  weft;  and  Aries  firft  region  throwo  his  JSgh  frtt^ 

is  faid  to  hear  Andromeda^  becaufe  tant^  and  aftewards  nmtdi  his  Mm 

that  conftellation  reprefented  as  a  laay^  turns  and  winds  diis  way  lod 

woman  is  placed  juft  over  Ariett  that,  if  he  mi^t  any  where  dff 

and  therefore  when  Aries  fets  he  the  feat  of  Man ;  for  tho*  in  ver. 

feeros  to  bear  Andromeda  far  off  527  it  is  (aid  that  the  paflage  was 

Atlantic  fens^   the    great   weftem  juft  over  Feara£Je^  yet  it  is  eridoe 

ocean,  beyond  th^  horinjon ;  them  from  that  Satan  did  not  know  it*  ttd 

foU  to  poU  he  *uiews  in  hreadth,  that  therefore  as  it  was  natural  lor  kmi 

IS  from  north  to  fouth,  and  diat  is  to  do,  winds  about  in  feaich  of  It 

faid  to  be  in  breadth,  becaufe  the  through  the  fare  marhU  mr.    The 

Ancients  knowing  more    of  the  firft  epithet /gwdetermina^fafe 

earth  from  eaft  to  weft  than  from  of  the  iecond.  and  ihows  why  cke 

lUNTth  to  fouth,  and  b  having  a  air  laomparedtoaMrM,  naoiclf 

tot 
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His  flight  precipitant^  and  winds  with  eafe 
Through  the  pure  marble  air  his  oblique  way 
Amongft  innumerable  ftars,  that  (hone  565 

Stars  diftant^  but  nigh  hand  feem'd  other  worlds; 
Or  other  worlds  they  feem'd,  or  happy  ilcs. 
Like  thofe  Hefperian  gardens  fam'd  of  old. 
Fortunate  fields,  and  groves,  and  flow'ry  vales. 

Thrice 

ibr   its   daaoA   and  wUtends,  (Waller)  hat  faid  in  his  vcrfes  upon 

without  any  reg^  to  its  hardnefi :  His   mifire/les    paifing  throagh   a 

and  tbe  word  marmor,  mmrlk,  is  cnxid  of  people ; 

dcriTedftom  a  Greek  word  ^p-  Th^  yielding  marhU  of  a  fcowv 

f^^  that  ugnines  to  ihine  and  breaft. 

^ifter.  And  as  Milton  ufes  the  ex- 

preffion  of  the  marble  air,  fo  Virgil  And  what  is  nearer  to  our  purpofe, 

does  likewife   of   the  marble  fea^  Oihello  in  Shakefpear  is  reprdfent- 

Georg.  I.  254.  ed  as  {wearing  A^  I  XL 

Et  qnando  infidum  rcmis  impellcrc     —  Now  by  yond  marbU  Heaven. 


C    TwriaT-  ^'  "  common  with  the  Andents^ 

convemat .  ^^^  ^i,^^  ^j^^  wiitt  in  the  fpiric 

And  iEn.  VI.  720-  ^'^^   manner  of  tiie  Ancients,   in 

^  their  meU4)Eior&  and  fi miles,  if  they 

Et  quse  murmtreo  fert  monfh^  Tub  agree   in   the  main  drcumftance^ 

aequore  pontus :  to  have  no  regard  to  lefler  parti* 

cular^ 
And  eUewhen  he  calls  Orphcus's         ^^^ ,^^,  ^^^ 

aeck  marSk^  Gcorg.  IV.  523.  ^^^, ,  Mftrmt,^  Tiiey  appeared  by 

Tom  qooque  marmorea  caput  a  ^^cir  (hining  to  be  ftars.     Tis  a 

cervice  rcvalfum.  Greek  expreiBcn,   as  ?1ato  m  an 

epigram  on  hi?  friend  Stella  prc- 

MaA  Ovid  in  like  manner  fpeaks  fe^-ytd  bv  Diogenes  Laertius.     T$m 

rf  NaicifTitt  his  marble  hanis^  Met.  Jkom  nuUlJi  lining  a  ^loming  /tar, 

in*  4^  I  •  tut  dead  you  iwwflnne  llejpe,  rui  among 

w.mI««m«  •   ^....^ii:*  «„«-  the/hades,         Richard ton. 

"*■  P»'"^-  So  call'd  of  riU,^.  yej^,  be- 

lad  a  fimoot  poet  of  onr  own  caofe  placed  m  the  weft  under  the 

A  a  2  erening 
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Thrice  happy  ilcs,  but  who  dwelt  happy  there    570 

He  ftay'd  not  to  inquire :  above  them  all 

The  golden  fun  in  fplendor  likeft  Heaven 

AUur'd  his  eye :  thither  his  courfe  he  bends 

Through  the  calm  firmament,  (but  up  or  down, 

By  center,  or  eccentric,  hard  to  tell,  575 

Or  longitude,)  where  the  great  luminary 

Aloof  the  vulgar  conftellations  thick. 

That  from  his  lordly  eye  keep  diftance  due, 

Difpenfes  light  from  far ;  they  as  they  move 

Their  ftarry  dance  in  numbers  that  compute       580 

Days 

evening  ftar.  Thofe  famous  c^-  trived,  and  the  more  adjofted  to  a 
dens  were  the  lies  about  Cape  Verd  poetical  probability,  as  it  was  a  re- 
in Africa,  whofe  moil  weftern  ceived  do6hin  among  the  moft  h- 
point  is  ftill  call*d  Hejpirium  conm,  mous  philofophers,  Oiat  every  orb 
Others  will  have  *em  the  Canaries,  had    its    Intelligenee^    and   as    an 

Hume^  Apoftle  in  fac^Writ  is  £ud  to 

573.  —  tlntbar  bis  courfe  hi  beiuk  have  feen  fuch  an  Angd  in  die  fan. 

&c.]  His  flight  between  the  feve-  Ad£Jm. 
ral  worlds  that  fhined  on  every  fide 

of  him,    with  the  particular  de-i  574.         .     .  ■  (Ua  tf  or  Jkv9f 

fcription  of  the  fun,  arc  fet  forth  %f  center^  or  eccentric^bmrdHtdlt 

in  all  the  wantonnefs  of  a  luxuriant  Or  lonptudej)']  Thefe  woids  (as 

imagination.     His  fhape,  fpeech,  Dr.  Pearce  obferves)  (hould  be  in* 

and  behaviour  upon  his  transform-  eluded  in  a  parenthefis,  and  tbea 

ing  himfelf  into  an  An^l  of  light,  the  conilru6tion  of  the  reft  will  be 

are  touched  with  exquifite  beauty,  plain  and  eafy.     Satan  had  noir 

The  poet's  thought  of  diredUng  pafTed  the  fix*d  ftars,  and  waa  di- 

Satan   to  the  fun,    which  in  the  redting  his  courfe  towards  the  foni 

vulgar  opinion  of  mankind  is  the  but  it  is  hard  to  tell  (iays  the  poe4 

moft  confpicuous  part  of  the  crea-  whether  his  courfe  was  ^  or  Jm^ 

tion,  and   the   pUcing  in   it   an  that  is  north  or  fonth,  for  (t^  op 

Angel,  is  a  drcomftancc  finely  con*  4»^  i^lnvxr  fignifics  in  JQL  78.  awl 
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Days  months  and  years,  tow'ards  his  all-chearing  lamp 

Turn  fwift  their  various  motions,  or  are  turn'd 

By  his  magnetic  beam,  that  gently  warms 

The  univerfe,  and  to  each  inward  part 

With  gentle  penetration,  though  unfeen,  585 

Shoots  inviiihle  virtue  ev'n  to  the  deep  $ 

80  wondroufly  was  fet  his  ftation  bright. 

There  lands  the  Fiend,  a  fpot  like  which  perhaps 

Ailronomer  in  the  fun's  lucent  orb 

Through  his  glaz'd  optic  tube  yet  qever  iaw.      590 

The  place  he  found  beyond  cxpreflion  bright. 

Compared 


'^ 


X'675ff  ifte north  bring nppen&oft  thing  from  the  fnutratiom  before' 

in  our  globeiy  mentioned,  and  which  might  have« 

.hie  veitex  nobis  femper  fob-  been  vifiWe.  Aoudi  die  other  was 

imit  -      Vire  Gcore  JL  242.  ^^^  ^^'    ®^*  *^  ^^®'  ^X*  ^^ 

*■         o        T  inqfiJAU  {polls  the  meafure  of  the 

cr  whether  k  was  hj  ofUsr,  w  ec-  verJe.  Milton  fecms  to  have  thought ' 

amtric,  towaxds  the  center,  or  from  this  no  blemiih  to  his  poem,  for  he 

die  center,  it  not  being  determined  frequently  in  the  beginning  of  a 

whether  the  fan  is  the  center  of  verfe  choofes  this  artificial  neg|i- 

die  world  or  not;  or  whether  it  gence  of  meafure:   So  in  II.  302, 

wuhyUmrttudef  that  is  in  length*  880.  III.  358.  XI,  79,  377.  There 

OLfkorwcKy  as  appears  from  IV.  is  no  need  therefore  of  reading 

539.  and  VII..373.  with  Dr.  Bentley  Shoots  'vital  ^ir^ 

580.  •— «-*V«  numbers]  That  is  in  tue^  kc^                                 Ftara^ 

flfteafures.    ttichardfim.  The  nymber  of  fyllables  in  this 

.    $86.  ^Am//  iitvtfibU  nnrtm  ev^n  verfe  feems  not  ill  contrived  to  ex- 

H  ibe  deip ;  ]   Dr.  Bentley  nrefs  the  depth  tO  which  the  fun*i 

im  iwviflfU  VBisksA  mere  taotologv  beams  penetrated. 

with  though  wt/een;    but  I  think  ^f^.  Through  bis  glazed  optic  tnhel 

luA  t  the  words  though  unfetn  relate  The  fpots  in  the  fun  are  yifible 

p  UtseirmHostf  and  imnJtbU  is  the  with  a  telefcope:  but  allronomei 

inithet  to  virtue » whigh  is  a  diftinQ  perhaps  neyc^r  yet  faw  through  his 

Aa3  .  glaKU 
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Compar'd  with  ought  on  earth,  metal  or  ftonc  j 
Not  all  parts  like,  but  all  alike  inform'd 
With  radiant  light,  as  glowing  ir*on  with  firc; 
If  meial,  part  feem'd  gold,  part  filver  clear;      595 
If  ftone,  carbuncle  moft  or  chryfolite. 
Ruby  or  topaz,  to  the  twelve  that  fhone 
In  Aaron's  brcaft-plate,  and  a  ftone  belides 
Imagined  rather  oft  than  elfewhere  feen, 

vUaCd  ottic  tube,  diflt  is  his  tele-  thing    to   Satan   who  was  come 

fcope,  luch  a  fpot  as  Satan  now  he  from  the  hotter  region  of  Hells 

was  in  the  fun*s  orb.    The  poet  and   therefore  Milton  jndicioiiflf 

itentioiis  this  glafs  the  oftner  in  ho-  omits  it,    and   inlarges  upon  ^ 

lior  of  Galileo,  whom  he  means  riches  of  the  place,  the  g^  and 

here  by  the  ajtronomer,  filver   and  pKcioiu  ftones  whkh 

C92. —  nistal  or fione  \\  In  the  abounded  therein,    and  by  thde 

firft  editions  it  is  niidal  or  ftone  ^  and  means  exhibits  a  pleafing  pidnre 

Mr.  Richardfo!  juflities  it.as  the  re-  inftead  of  a  difagreeahle  one. 
petition  of  the  lame  word  immedi- 
ately after  is  avoided  :  bat  for  that        597.  — *  to  the  tvodmi  thai  fisou  * 

very  reafon  i-  -  ppcars  that  this  is  &c.J  A  friend  of  Dr.  Pcarcc's  ob- 

an  error  of  the  prefs,  and  that  it  fervmg  that  carhmcU    and   t^at 

ought  to  be  rcacl  metal  or  ftone^  as  were  two  of   the    twelve   ftones 

both  met.d  and  ftone  are  repeated  placMinAaron^sbreaft-pIat^diinks 

afterwards;  ver.  595.  If  metal^  fo  that  Milton  wrote 

folnffo  *"**  ^^''  "^'    '■^^'^*     Rubyor  toi»a,  #«•  .'/A'  Mxfo 

593.    k/  all  part,  lik;    &c.  ]  ^  ^'^'  ^'- 

Ovid  has  yven  us  a  defcription  of  0^  th^  for  of  the  is  not  onfreqsentni 
the  pal  .e  of  the  fun,  but  few  have  Milton :  in  XL  4^2.  we  read  itV 
defciibed  the  fun  himfelf:  and  I  midft^  and  in  the  Malk  ^metndxV 
know  not  wiiethcr  our  author  has  ^ooi.  But  it  is  not  very  lik^r 
ihown  more  fancy  or  more  judg-  that  the  poet  (hould  fay  mo»  ivt  \ 
nent  in  vhe  defcrip'ion.  An  or-  twehe^  and  not  intend  the  two  UL 
dinary  poet  would  in  all  probabi-  mentioned  of  the  four,  but  the  lift 
lity  have  iufifted  chiefly  upon  its  and  the  laft.  And  diere  is  foy  ' 
fjxeffivc  heat;  but  that  was  no-  good  reafon  to  think  that  not  tvm 

011I71 
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lat  ftcme,  or  like  to  diat  which  here  bdow     600 

ilofophers  in  nan.  ib  long  have  fough^ 

tain,  thoiigh  by  their  powerful  art  they  bind 

latil  Hermes,  and  call  up  unbound 

various  fhapes  old  Proteus  from  die  (ea,* 

lin'd  through  a  limbec  to  his  native  form.      605 

bat  vv^onder  then  if  fields  and  regions  here 

^the  forth  Elixir  pure^  and  rivers  run 

Potable 

,  hvit/our  of  the  twelve  floties       602.  — ^  tbt»B  fy  their  fmw'rfd 
laion's   breaftplate    are   here  art  tbej  lind  kcJ]  Tho*  b/ 

tion*d.    For  what  we  tranflocs  their  pow*rfal  art  they  bind  and  fijt 

fitrSms^    Exod.  XXVIII.   17.  quickfilver,  and  change  their  mat- 

mder'd  in  the  margin  of  our  ter,  unbound,  unfix'd,  mto  as  many 

et  the  ruly:    and    what    we  various  (hapes  as  Proteus,  till  it  be 

the  htfjU  Exod.  XXVIII.  20.  reduced  at  laft  to  its  firft  orieinat 

Seventy,    the   Vulgate,   and  fbrm.    Hermes^   another  word  for 

ofthe  verfions,  and  Jofephns,  Mercury  or  qmckfilver,  which  is 

many  others  take  for  a  cbrjfo-  verv  fluid,  and  volatil,  and  hard 

This  alteration  therefore  of  to  be  fixed.    Frottus^  a  Sca-God» 

Pearce^s  friend  cannot  be  ad-  who  could  transform  himfelf  into 

sd,  and  Mr.  Penton*s  reading  various  fhapes,  till  being  dofely 

ich  worfe,  0r /i&/ Mi;//i;/,  which  prefs^d   he    returned   to  his  own 

lot  be  fidd  after  fome  of  the  proper  form.   By  this  the  Ancients 

ve  have  been  already  men-  underftood  the  iirft  principle    of 

d.    The  paflage  may  be  un-  things  and  the  fubje^  matter  of 

ood  thus  without  any  altera-  nature;  and   our  poet   therefore 

.  Ruby  or  topaz  to  tbt  t*wehet  venr  fitly  employs  this  metaphor 

is,  mndailtbe  reft  rechning  t9  or  fimilitude  to  exprefs  the  matter, 

^nmhfi,  that  fhone  in  Aaron*s  which  the  chemifts  make  experi- 

d-plate.    The  poet  had  parti-  ments  upon  thro*  all  its  metations, 

Ijr  mentioned  fome  of  the  ftones  and  which  they  drain  thro*  their 

iaron*s  breaft-plate,  smd  now  limbecs  or  ilills,  till  it  refume  its 

Maudes  all  die  reft /9/i^jnMi^rr  nttive  and  original  form. 
ve.      Such  a  concife  manner        606.    Wbut  <wotuUr  then  Sec. } 

peaking  is  ngt  UQAifual  with  And  if  chcmifls  can  do  fo  mudu 

iuthor.  what  wonder  then  if  in  the  fun  it- 

A^^  sat 
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Potable  gold,  when  with  one  virtuous  touch 

Th'  arch-chemic  fun,  fo  far  from  us  remote,    : 

Produces,  with  terreftrial  humor  mix'd^     *        6 19 

Here  in  the  dark  fo  many  precious  thin^    • 

Of  color  glorious  and  cflfefi  fo  rare  ?  • 

Here  matter  new  to  gaze  the  Devil  met     \  '  -  ' 

Undazled;  far  and  wide  his  eye  commands  i 

For  fight  no  obftacle  found  here»  nor  fhadc,       615 

But  all  fun-fhine,  as  when  his  beams  at  noon 

Culminate  from  th'  equator,  as  they  now 

Shot  upward  ftill  direct,  whence  no  way  round 

Shadow 

relf  is  the  true  philofoplier^s  (lone,  and  two  others  which  fellow  m 

the  grand  Elixir,  and  rivers  of  li-  the  next  page  :   but  is   it  likdf 

quid  gold  i  w)  en  the  (un»  the  chief  that  the  fame  miftake  ihould  crtep 

of  chemids,    tho*  at  fo  great  a  into  three  difierent  places  ?    U  it 

diflance,    can  Dcrform  fucn  won-  not   more  probaUe  that  Milton 

ders  upon  earth,   and  proiiucc  fo  fpeaking  or  die  fim  (aid  bere^  be^ 

many  precious  things  ?  The  thoueht  caufe  he  was  theft  defcribing  it, 

of  making  the  fun  the  chief  cne-  and  exrreffing  its  nature?  This  is 

mill  or  alchemill  feems  to  be  ta-  poetical  and  common  with  Mikoa, 

ken  frouA  Shakefpear,  King  John,  as  may  be  feen  in  many  t«ft«ir^ 

A€t  III.  See  my  note  on  II.  362.   where  I 

To  folemnize  this  day,  the  gloi  ^°^  ^^f ,  ^^^^"^°  -frequently  ufes 
rious  fun  "^^  ^ora  btrey  not  meanmg  there- 
Stays  in  his  courfe,  and  plays  the  ^  .*^P^'\^?  prefent  to  him  whn 
alchemift,  *^^  "  fpcakmg,  but  that  place  only 
Turning  with  fplendor  of  hU  pre-  ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^"  fpeaking  of. 
cious  eye  ^  ri^fte. 

The  meager  cloddy  earth  to  gUt-        ^'  r  7" ""  *^^''  !^'  ^'^^  ^  **■ 
tering  gold.  Culmnatefiom  tb  equator,  as  ibtj 

MOW 

606.  — •  auJ  nghtu  bere]  Dr.         Shot  yfnvard  fill  direff^  ]    The 

Bcntley  reads  thtrt  in  thi^  pUc«   firft  ^  is  ofed  by  way  of  finoiilitiide, 
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Shadow  j&om  body'  opaque  can ;£dl;  and  th'air,- 

■  -  -    .  • .    . 

No  where  fodMr>  iharpen'd  his  vifual  ray         6ao 
To  oljeds  diftant  far,  whereby  he  ibon 
Saw  within  ken  a  glorious  APgel  (bnd. 
The  fame  whom  John  iaw  aUb  in  the  fun : 
His  back  was  turn'dj  but  not  his  brightnefi  hidj 

r  ■  '  ■  .  ■ 

Of  beaming  fuiuiy  rays  a,  golden  tiar  625 

Circled  his  head^  nor  lefs  his  locks  behind 
nittftrious  on  his  fhoulders  fledge  with  wings    . 
Lay  waving  round;  on  fome  great  charge  employ *d 
He  feem'd^  or  fix'd  in  cogitation  deep. 

Glad 

In  die  fiesfe  6f  Sktas;  There  was  hinder  his  lorelj  locks,  that  hung 

BO  fbadoir  but  all  fan-ihine,  like  behind  oTer  his  fhoalders  adomu 

m  nvbiu  bu  btams  at  tmn  cuhmnati  with  wings,    from  waring  them- 

Jrmm  th*  §fUiUor,  that  is  are  vertical  felres  into  cnrls  and  rings.    Timr 

tad  ihooc  dired]/  from  the  equa-  of  fiara^  the  Perfian  word  for  a 

tlir,  which  is  the  reafon  why  thofe  round  cap,  high  and  endine  in  a 

wiu>  Hve  under  the  equator,  nnder  point,  the  ufuad  covering  and  oma- 

the  line,  are  called  Afcii,  and  at  ment  the  eaflem  princes  wore  on 

Ijoon  cak  no  ibadows.   The  other  their  heads.    Hume. 

m  is  oftd  bjr  way  of  reafon,  in  the  627.  —  JUdge  nmth  'voings\  We 

fa£c  of  fir  oj  wmcb  as  i  Therewas  now  commonly  fay  y&i^^V,  butoor  . 

LJK>  ihadow  but  all  fun-(hine,  for  author  ufes  /edge  zgun  in  VII; 

1 1^  mndi  «i.  Ins  beams  Jbet  now  di-  420.  hut  featber'dfiom  and  fledge  tcz. 

IreSfy  ufwKfd.  He  prefers  it  doubdefs  as  of  a  fofter 

E^.-r,     -          f      -^Ly.  foond ;  and  there  are  feveral  fuck 

imMflaudiug  in  tbe  fun.  Rev.        l^^_^       ,^,^  Miltoncon- 
^ AIX.  1 7.  ft^t^  fpgU,  jjj^  ^^^  implfy^  but 

525.  — *-  a  gulden  tiar]    A  gol'    the  French  word  from  whence  it 
I  coronet  of  fliining  rajrs  circled    is  deriv*4  it  emffyer. 
kewl,  yet  neverthdefs  did  not 

634.  Bui 
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Glad  was  the  Spi*rit  impure,  as  now  m  hope      630 
To  find  who  might  dh:e£t  fab  wandering  flight 
To  Paradife  the  happy  fiat  of  Man, 
His  journey's  end  and  our  beginning  woe. 
But  firft  he  caAs  to  change  his  proper  ihape. 
Which  elfe  might  work  him  danger  or  delay :    6^^ 
And  now  a  ftripling  Cherub  he  appears. 
Not  of  the  prime,  yet  fuch  as  in  his  face 
Youth  fmil*d  celeftial,  and  to  every  limb 
Suitable  grace  dlfius'd,  fo  well  he  feign'd: 


I 


6tf  SMtMhea/b  iec.  ]  He 
confiden.  Tbe  metaphor  feemi  to 
be  taken  from  cafting  the  eye  ti- 
round  every  way.  Spenfer  has  the 
fame  exprefltgn*  Fairy  Qaeen,  B.  i. 
Cant.  II.  St.  40. 

He  caft  at  once  him  to  avenge  for 
all. 

And  Milton  himfelf  again,  XU.  43. 

636.  ^^^^a  ftripling  Chervil  The 
evil  Spirit,  the  better  to  difgaife 
bis  purpofey  afRmies  the  appear* 
ance  ot  a  ftripling  Chercb,  not  of 
one  of  thofc  of  the  priro^  order 
and  dignity,  for  fuch  could  not  fo 
welT^be  fuppofed  to  be  ignorant  ai 
what  Satan  wanted  now  to  be  in- 
formed. And  a  finer  pidnre  of  a 
(oang  Angel  conU  not  be  drawn 
/  the  pencil  of  RajAi^  ^ha^  ii 


Under 

here  by  die  jmbb  of  Miltm.  b 
Spenfer  there  it  a  fimilar  dcfei^ 
tion  of  a  young  AiM^eL  Faiiy 
Queen.  B.  2.  CanL  tTS,  ;• 

Befide  his  head  Aeit  fat  a  fiur 

yoQng  man. 
Of  wondrous  beaaty,  and  of  fieft- 

eft  years, 
Whofe  tender  bod  to  bloflbmaew 

began. 
And  floriih  fair  above  bis  equal 

peers: 
His  fiiowy  front  curled  mtik  fd* 

den  hairs. 
Like  Phabas'  Act  adom'd  wUk 

funny  rays. 
Divinely  fhon^;   and  two  Ikflp 

winged  (hears. 
Decked  wkh  diverfe  plnpi^  Sb 

painted  javs. 
Were  fixed  ft  bis  bidE»  to  otlii 

9firj  wajrs,  - 

11 
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Under  a  coraaet  hb  {Soiiraig  liatr  r   6^ 

In  curls  on  dtfaer  diedc  pltT'd;  wnan  he  wore 
Of  many  a  colorVi  pluaie  iprtnli^  widi  goldj^ 
His  habit  fit  for  ipeed  faccb^  and  Jidd 
Before  his  deoent  fliepi  a^fifarer  wand* 

Ere  he  drew  oigby  his  odiaot  vji^  tiini'd» 
AdmonUh'd  by  hb  ear^  iaad  flxait  was  known 
Th'  Arch- Angel  Uriels  one  of  die  ie?eii 
Who  in  God's  p(9efence»  neareft  to  his  throne^ 

Stand 

b  Tiflb  Ukewife,  when  the  Angel  reprefenting  the  Angelsi  but  I  nu 
Gabriel  u  ient  to  roofe  the  Chri  ther  uaderftaad  it  that  the  «««» iv 
aian  armjr,  he  appears  as  a  ibip-  won  were  ins  bahii,  and  th^  were 
ling.  Cut.  I.  Sc  13.  fertainlj a  habit//ySr>)i<^ra«^, 

^  ..,,._      hat  fiucina  I  underftand  with  Dr. 

Tra  giOTaae»  c  ftncwUo  cti  con-  ftnct,  not  in  its  6xSt  and  littenl 

«  J^  A  J-         '    xx:^  A^  fcnfeWr^yor/irriVi^;  butfathc 

Prefe,  et^niAdi  caggi  il  bmndo  metopliorical  fcnfe,  rLfy  and  pre. 
oane.  par'di  as  Fabius  in  Inft.  Orat.  it  a. 

A  ftnpling  feem'd  he  thrice  five  ^*y»  ^~^  fucdnftique  6r.. 

And^'Snt  beams  adom'd  his    ,^  ^'  deMjhfs^  The  word 

loduofgold.  Fairfax.     -J«Y  *^      ^^7  f?*'??^ 

<^  onr  language  uiU»  I  think,  fcarcelf 

But  there  dodi  not  leem  to  be  any  come  up  to  what  our  poet  is  here 

prtkolar  reafen  for  it  in  that  dcforibing,  and  therefore  we  oa|^c 

nbce,  as  diere  is  m  thepaflage be*  ^  juiHce  to  him  to  recur  to  its 

kin  Of.  Latin  original      Hor.Od.IIL 

^^  xxvn.  53. 

643.  iSs  bJntfitfir/^eeJfiuiimaA 
Ifthe  author  meant  that  Satan  had     Anteqnam  tnrpis  aades  i6rMjff 
aoches  on  as  wdl  as  wingi,  it  is     Occnpet  malu.        Tbyer. 
jpntnuy  to  Us  afual  laaiiner  of 

65a  ^  and 


i 
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Stand  ready  at  command,  and  are  his  ejres  650' 
That  run  through  all  the  Hcav*n9^  or  down  to  th'EartiL 
Bear  his  fwift  errands  over  moift  and  dry,  ;  - 

O'er  fea  and  land:  liiQX  Satan  thus  accofts.  ; ; 

Uriel,  for  thoii  of  thofe  fev'n  Spi  nts  that  ftaipd    ,  I 
In  fight  of  God's  high  thrcme,  gloiibufly  brigb«^65S 
The  firft.  art  wont  Jiis  great  authentic  wiU 
Interpreter  through  higheft  Heav'n  to  Bring, 
Where  all  his  fons  thy  embafly  attend  5 
And  here  art  likeliefl  by  fupreme  decree 
Like  honor  to  obtain,  and  as  his  eye  660  i 

To  vifit  oft  this  new  creation  round; 
Unfpeakable  defire  to  fee,  and  know 
All  thefe  his  wondrous  works,  but  chiefly  Man, 
His  chief  delight  and  favor,  him  for  whom 
All  thefe  his  works  fo  wondrous  he  ordain'd,      665 

Hath 

650.  —  and  are  his  tyes  ice,  ]  which  fignify  G^dhm^Ughi.    & 

An  expreffion  borrowed  ^m  Zeoh.  is  mentioned  as  a  good  Angd  k   i 

IV.  10.   Thofe  fe'ven,    they  art  thi  the  fecond  book  orEfiiraf,  chap- 

tyes  of  the  Lord^  'which  run  f  and  ters  4  and  5 ;  and  the  Jews  aai 

fr9  through  the  'wl^le  earth.    The  fome  Chriftians  conceive  him  10  be 

Jews  therefore  believed  there  were  an  Ang^l  of  light  according  to  hti 

fe^ven  principal  Angels,  who  were  name,   and  therefore  he  has  p«h 

the  captains  and  Icaderi  as  it  were  perly  his  dation  in  the  fun. 
of  the  heavenly  hoft.     See  Tobit 

XII.  1 5.  Rev.  1. 4.  V.  6.  VIII.  t.  663.         -— .  but  chiefy  jl£a^ 

6C4.  Uriel,  ]    Hii  name  is  de-  Hij  chief  delight  and  Jaw.  fm 

xmd  from  twQ    Hebrew   words  ySr  i^im  Sec}  Dr.  Boi^ 

leaA 
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th  broaght  me  from  the  quires  of  Cherubim 
»ne  thus  wand'ring.    Brig^tefl  Seraph^  tell 
svhich  of  all  thefe  fhiliing  orbs  hath  Man 
fixed  feat)  or  fixed  feat  hath  ncme, 
ail  thefe  fhimng  orbs  his  choice  to  dwell;     670 
It  I  may  find  him,  and  with  iecret  g^ze 
open  admiration  him  behold, 
whom  the  great  Creator  hath  beftow'd 
dds,  and  on  whom  hath  all  thefe  graces  pour'd ; 
at  both  in  him  and  all  things,  as  is  meet,      6je 
^  univerfal  Maker  we  may  praife; 
10  juftly  hath  driv'n  out  his  rebel  foes 
deepeft  Hell,  and  to  repair  that  lofs 
ated  this  new  happy  race  of  Men 
fcrve  him  better:  wife  are  all  his  ways.         680 
lo  fpake  the  falfe  diflembler  unperceiv'd; 

For 

I  MdlfinmHti  nvbom,  and  fays  nim  h'c  Laidat.    And  VirgiU  .£n. 

MdmUs  chief  favor  is  not  Eng-  V.  541. ' 

Biit»  as  Dr.  Pearce  replies.  Nee  bonus  Eurjrtio  pndato  inri'* 

Smr  fiirdy  may  be  meant  the  dit  honori : 

ft  of  his  fmror ;  as  by  Mglft  bamri  is  the  honorable  perfon,^^ 

ainly  meant  not  his  delight  it-  iato  which  was    preferred   befbro 

bot  die  objed  of  his  delight,  him. 

as  Mr.  Upton  obfenres,  it  is  678.  — ^  that  M]  This  is  Mil- 

nfing  die  sloftrad  for  die  con-  ton's  own  reading  in  both  his  edi" 

»•    So  Terence  u^Jceks  for  tions.     Dr.  Bentley  and  Mr.  Pen* 

tmh   Andria,   A6t  V.   Sabu  ton  read  not  fo  well /Mr  ii^. 

683.  Ify. 
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For  neither  Man  nor  Angel  can  difeern 
HypocriCjr,  the  only*  evil  that  walks 
Invifible,  except  to  God  alone,  6Sf, 

By  his  pennifljve  will,  throt^h  Heav'n  and  Earth:' 
And  oft  though  wl^om  wake,  fufjucion  fleeps 
At  wifdom's  gate,  and  to  fimpUcity 
Reiigns  her  charge,  while  goodnefs  thinks  no  ill 
Where  no  ill  feems:  Which  now  for  once  beguil'd' 
Uriel,  thoi^h  regent  of  the  fun,  and  held         69^ 
The  fharpeft  fighwd  Spirit  of  all  in  Heaven; 
Who  to  the  fraudulent  impoftor  foul 
In  his  uprightoefs  anfwer  thus  retura'd. 

Fair  Angel,  thy  dcfirc  which  tends  to  knoir 
The  works  of  God,  thereby  to  glorify  69J 

The  great  Work-Mafter,  leads  to  no  exc^ 
That  reaches  bkmc,  but  rather  merits  pnufc 

The 

683.  Wtfom;^.  4c]  Whatisfaid  fiWc  to  all  bat  God,  ti'r:   But  jet 

here  of  hypOQoij  is  cenliii'd  u  ■.  the  evil  Spirit  did  not  paft  wbiHf 

digrelCon,   bat  it  feenu  no  more  undifcorer'd,  for  tboagii  Uriel  wa 

iban  is  ibfolutely  neceflary ;  fiir  not  aware  of  him  now,    yet  be 

ocfaerwife  it  might  be  thought  very  found  reafon  to  (ufpeA  him  afiffw 

feange,  that  the  evil  Spine  Aoiild  wardi  from  his  fiuious  geftuies  in  '■ 

pa&    undifcovcr'd  by   the   Arch-  the  mount 

Anecl  Uriel,  the  regent  of  the  fon,        686.  jMaft  thuagb  -wifika  todti^ 

and  the  (harpejl  fighced  Spirit  in  &<:.]    He  mufl  be   very  critittlly 

Heaven,    and  therefore  the  poet  fplenetic  indeed,  who  will  not  pu- 

cndevors  to  account  for  it  by  fay-  don  this  little  digreffional  abfcm> 

ing,  that  hypocrify  cannot  bt  dif-  tion.     There  a  not  in  my  opiauB 

ccm'd  by  Man  or  Angel,  it  ii  inri*  a  nobler  lendncot,  or  one  wok 


one  oiore    r 


.    •-  ^ 
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The  more  it  feems  excefs,  that  led  thee  hither 
Prom  thy  empyreal  inanfion  thus  alone. 
To  witnefs  with  thine  eyes  what  fome  perhaps      700 
Contented  with  report  hear  only'  in  Heaven : 
For  wonderful  indeed  are  all  his  works, 
Pleaiant  to  know,  and  worthieft  to  be  all 
Had  in  remembrance  always  with  delight; 
But  what  created  mind  can  comprehend  705 

Their  number,  or  the  wifdom  infinite 
That  brought  them  forth,  but  hid  their  caufes  deep  ? 
I  faw  when  at  his  word  the  formlefs  mafs. 
This  world's  material  mold,  came  to  a  heap: 
^Confufiop  heard  his  voice,  and  wild  uproar         71a 
Stood  rul'd,  ftood  vaft  infinitude  confined; 
Till  at  his  fecond  bidding  darknefs  fied. 

Light  (hone,  and  order  firom  diforder  fprung : 

Swift 

foeticaD/  ezpreTsM,  in  the  whole  ation,  is  very  noble  in  itfelf,  and 
poem.  What  great  art  has  the  not  only  proper  where  it  is  intro- 
poet  fhown  in  taking  off  the  dry-  duced,  but  requifite  to  prepare  the 
me&  of  a  mere  morsu  fentence  by  reader  for  what  follows  in  the  fe- 
,  duowing  it  into  the  form  of  a  fhort  venth  book.  In  the  following  part 
\fmd  beautifbl  allegory  I  Thyer.  of  the  fpeech  he  points  out  the 
^  694.  Fair  Jhtget,  &c.]  In  the  an-  earth  witn  fuch  circumftances,  that 
fwer  which  this  Angel  returns  to  the  reader  can  fcarce  forbear  fan- 
die  difguis^d  evil  Spirit,  there  is  eying  himfelf  employ*d  on  the  fame 
Acfc  a  becoming  maielly  as  is  alto-  diflant  view  of  it.      Addifin, 

kedker  fuitable  to  a  luperior  being.        713.  and  order  from  ^order 

llic  part  of  it,  in  which  he  repre-  J^f'^g  •']  So  Plato  in  Timseo 

Ims  himfdf  as  prefent  at  the  ere-  E/^  7«|«r  ^irro  ny^Lyw  m  tik  «- 
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Swift  to  their  feveral  quarters  hafted  then 
The  cumbrous  elements,  earth,  flood,  air,  6rcj    715 
And  this  ethereal  quinteffence  of  Heaven 
Flew  upward,  fpirited  with  various  forms,  1 

That  roU'd  orbicular,  and  turn'd  to  ftars 
Numberlefs,  as  thou  feeft,  and  how  they  move; 
Each  had  his  place  appointed,  each  his  courfe;      720 
The  refl:  in  circuit  walls  this  univcrfe. 
Look  downward  on  that  globe,  whofe  hither  fide 
With  light  from  hence,  though  but  refiei5lcd,  fhines; 
That  place  is  Earth  the  feat  of  Man,  that  light 
His  day,  which  elfe  as  th'  other  hemifphere        72^ 
Night   would    invade ;    but   there  the   neighb'rinj 
moon 

(So 

air  and  fire  ue  fo  in  compuiroB  of 
the  ethereal  quiaCdTence,  celefid, 
fire,  or  pure  fpiric.  Jlicbardfan.  ^ 
716.  And  thii  ttbertal  murftA 
>«  0/  H,a^«]  The  fax 
elements  hdted  to  their  qiuitnv 
but  this  fifth  eHeiice  flew  u{» 
It  Ihould  be  ibh,  as  it  is  ' 
ton's  own  editions  :  and 
clherialquiateffiiK*,  as  it  is 
ley's,  Fenton's,  and  fome 
editions.  For  the  Angel  who  f; 
a  in  the  fun,  and  tbereibte  _ 
tkii,  as  the  fuD  was  a  put 
this  ethereal  quinteflence.  * 
this  notion  our  author  ' 


Tozitf.  which  Tally  renders  in 
Latin  thus.  Id  ex  inotdiaa:o  in  or- 
dinem  adduxit.  Cicero  de  Univ. 
So  alfo  Philo  the  Jew  after  his 
laaAet  Plato,  EtuJ'k  yttf  -i»t  tar- 

aer  «(  Tt-^t*  i?  rt7ct;/«,  xeu  (x 

)(iffus*Xavii(,  KStr/xetr  (ifJnTo.  It 
would  be  no  fmall  pIcaTiire  to  the 
curious  reader  to  compare  Uriel's 
account  of  the  creation  with  that 
in  Plato's  Timxus.  This  inllance 
plainly  fhows  that  Milton  had  that 
in  his  eye.         Thjer. 

715.  Tht  tumbma  elements,']  Even 
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So  call  that  oppofit  feir  ftar)  her  aid      * 
rimely*  intcrpofcs,  and  her  montf^y  round 
"till  ending,  ftill  renewing,  through  mid  Heaven, 
Vith  borrow'd  light  her  countenance  triform      736    ' 
lencc  fills  and  empties  to  inlighten  th*  Earth, 
ind  in  her  pale  dominion  checks  the  night 
'hat  fpot  to  which  I  point  is  Paradife, 
^m's  abode,  thofe  lofty  fliades  his  bower. 
Tiy  way  thou  canft  not  miis,  me  mine  requires.  735 
Thus  £ud,  he  turn'dj  and  Satan  bowing  low, 
.8  to  fuperior  Spirits  is  wont  in  Heaven, 
ITicre  honor  due  and  reverence  none  neglcfts, 
bok  leave,  and  tow  ard  the  coaft  of  earth  beneath, 
own  from  th'  ecliptic,  fped  with  hop'd  fuccefs,  740 

Throws 

m  Ariflode  tnd  ocKen  of  the    ihority  fofficient  to  jnitify  our  ao- 

int  philofophen,  who  fiippofed    thor.      Thcfe  ftan  are  nunAtrlifs, 

i  befidei  the  four  elements  there    <u  ibau  fnfi,  [fiyi  the  Angel)  and 

1  likewife  an  ethereal  quintef-    leeft  h<nu  ihiy  mfve;  and  the  rell 

ce  or  fifth  efience,  out  of  which    of  this  fifth  eflence   chat    is  not 

Am  and  Heavens  were  formed,    formed  into  ftars  fuTTOunds  and  Lke 

I  in  motian  was  orbicular :  hi'<u    a  wall  incloCej  the  uurcrlc.  Lucret. 

««£?  T»  7tffffap«  Tar/ym,  koi     V.  4JO. 

K»  •mt/irjn,    t'  s  ta  •tiB-etit      Et  late  diffufus  in  omnes  undique 

'•CATiti'    aK\aitv  J''  ujTii  Ti\y  parcel 

trir  taut,    KVuM^-'Piifv  ynt:      Omnia  fie  avido  tomplexn  cxten 

|di  are  the  very  words  of  Dio-  fepTic. 

e*  Laertius  in  his  life  of  An-        730.  —  ber  tmnttiuoKt  irifirm'^ 

Ici   and  it  would    be  eafy  10    Increafing  with  horas  towarai  die 

EC  s  parade  of  learning  and    eaft.  decrealing  with  homi  towardi 

tip)/  qaoutioni,  but  this  u  au-   the  weft,  and  at  the  fiiU.  ' 

f©  fc.  I.  B  b  7V-  —  '•  ^ 
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Throws  his  -fteep  flight  in  many  an  aery  wheel. 
Nor  ftay'd,  till  oa  Niphates  top  he  lighls. 


741.  —  U  marf  an  aeryiotttt,'] 
This  fportive  mo:ion  is  actributea 
to  Satan  for  joy,  thit  he  was  now 
fo  near  his  journey's  end:  uul  it 
ii  veiy  properly  taken  oodce  of 
here,  as  it  is  faid  to  have  been  ob- 
ferved  by  the  Angel  Uriel  aftcr- 
waid»  in  IV.  567. 

—  I  dcfcrib'd  his  way. 
Bent  on  all  fpeed,  and  maik'd  hu 

lery  gate. 
So  beautifully  do  not  only  the  grea- 
ter, but  even  the  minuter  pans  of 
this  poem  hang  together.  But 
Mr.  Thyer  fays  —  "  1  differ  from 
"  yon  in  your  fenfe  of  thefe  words. 
"  I  do  not  thinii  that  Milton  in- 
"  tended  to  defcribe  any  fportivc 
"  motion  of  Satan's,  but  onJy  the 
"  fpeedinefj  of  his  flight.  It  is  a 
'*  manner  of  exprefiioD  familiar  to 
"  the  Italian;,  and  no  doubt  he 
"  borrowed  it  from  them.  To 
*'  give  one  inKarcc  out  of  many. 
"  Aiiofto  defcribing  the  raagiciao 
*'  Atlanie  i.pon  kis  Hippognf  de- 
"  fcending  in  great  hatte  to  feile 
"  Br&damadte,  who  was  fall'n  oa 
**  the  ground,  utet  thde  terms. 


Ac^terando  il  voIattR-  le  pe 
Con  larghe  mote  in  terra  a  p 
venne. 

01.  Fur.  Cant.  4.  St 

741.  —  m  Kipbaiti  Up  ht  iig 
A  mountain  in  the  boraen  td 
menia,  not  far  from  the  fprin 
Tigris,  as  Xenophon  affinni  1 
his  own  knowledge.  The 
laodi  Satan  on  thJs  monnt»Bi 
caufe  it  borders  on  Mcfopon 
in  which  the  moft  jodiaoas 
fcribers  of  Puadife  [dice  it. 

I  mud  not  conclude  my-  reflef 
upon  this  third  book  of  Far: 
Loft,  without  taking  nocice  of 
celebrated  complaint  of  M 
with  which  it  opena,  and  it 
certainly  defervcs  all  the  pi 
that  have  been  given  it ;  tho' 
have  before  hinted,  it  may  r; 
be  looked  upon  as  excrefcc 
than  as  an  elTendal  part  of 
poem.  The  fame  obfervidon  n 
be  apply'd  to  that  beautiful  di 
fiOD  upon  hypocrify,  in  the 
book.  JM 


The  end  of  the  Third  Book. 
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THE     ARGUME, 

Satan  now  in  profpefl^  Eden,  andniglw 
he  muft  now  attempt  the  bold  enterprise 
dertook  alone  ag^nll  God  and  Man,  falls  i 
doubts  with  himlelf,  and  many  poflions,  fear,  i 
delpaJTi  but  at  lengdi  confirms  liimfdf  in  evil,  jouniyS| 
on  to  Paradife  whofe  outward  profpeft  and  (itiiatiop  it   ' 
dcfcribcd,  overleaps  the  bounds,  fits  in  the  fliapc  of  « 
cormorant  on  the  tree  of  life,>s  higheil  in  the  gankn, 
to  look  about  him.     The    garden  defcrib'd-,    Satan's 
firft  fight  of  Adam  and  Eve;  his  wonder  at  their  cKcrU 
lent  form  and  happy  ftate,  but  with  refoliition  to  vofk 
their  fall;  overhears  their  difcourfe,  thence  gathers  that 
the  tree  of  knowledge  was  forbidden  them  to  cat  of,  un- 
der pcnjlty  of  death  -,  and  thereon  intends  to  found  liis  , 
temptation  by  feducing  them  to  tranfgrels  :  then  leaves  ^ 
them  a  while,  to  know  further  of  their  ftate  by  fome  1 
other  means.     Mean  while  Uriel  defcending  on  a  fijil-jl 
beam  warns  Gabriel,  who  had  in  charge  the  gateof  F^l 
radife,  that  fome  evil  Spirit  had  efcap'd  the  deep,  and  * 
pafs'd  at  noon  by  his  fphere  in  the  fhape  of  a  good  An-  ■ 
gel  down  to  Paradife,  difcovered  after  by  his  furious  ' 

■  geftures  in  the  mount.  Gabriel  promifes  to  find  him 
ere  morning.  Night  coming  on,  Adam  and  Eve  dif-  j 
courie  of  going  to  their  refl::  tlieir  bower  defcrib'd;' 
their  evening  worfiiip.  Gabriel  drawing  forth  his  bands  ! 
of  night-watch  to  walk  the  round  of  Paradife,  appoiqi 
two  ftrong  Angels  to  Adam's  bower,  left  the  evil  Spiil 
ihould  be  there  doing  fome  harm  to  Adam  or  Eyi_ 
fleeping  i  there  they  find  him  at  the  ear  of  Eve,  cem|ft-J 
ing  her  in  a  dream,  and  bring  him,  though  unwiUinff^ 
n>  Gabriel  j  by  whom  queftioo'd,  he  fcomfully  anfwr" 

prtpares  refiftance,  but  hindered  by  a  figo  from  Hea 
flics  out  of  Paradife, 


3t;^- 


fl^^HgH 

|^^M| 

1    ^ 
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For  that  warning  voice,  which  he  who  faw 
Th' Apocalyps  heard  cry  in  Heav'n  aloud, 

Then 


ThoCe,  who  know  how  many  thoagh  they  agree  in  their  opinions 

Tolumet  have  been  written  on  the  of  the   great    beauties    in   thofe 

poems  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  will  poems,  they  have  neverthelefs  each 

cafily  pardon  the  length  of  my  dif-  of  them  difcovered  feveral  mafter- 

couHe  upon  Milton.   The  Paradife  fh-okes,    which  have  efcaped  the 

Loft  is  looked  apon,  by  the  befl  obfervation  of  the  reft.      In  the 

judges,  as  the  greateft  produdion,  fame  manner,  I  qucilion  not,  but 

or  at  leaft  the  nobleft  work  of  ge-  any  writer  who  fluU  treat  of  this 

nius  in  our  language,  and  there-  fubje^  after  me,  may  find  feveral 

fore  deferves  to  be  Tet  before  an  beauties  in  Milton,   which  I  have 

Englilh  reader  in  its  full  beauty,  not  taken  notice  of.     I  mull  like- 

For  this  reafon,  tho*  I  have  ende-  wife  obierve,  that  as  the  greareft 

vor'd  to  give  a  general  idea  of  its  mailers  of  critical  learning  differ 

graces  and  imperfedlions  in  my  fix  among  one  another,    as  to  fome 

nrft  papers,  I  thought  myfelf  ob-  particular  points  in  an  epic  poem, 

liged  to  bellow  one  upon  every  I  have  not  bound  myfelf  Icrupu-' . 

book  in  particular.      The  three  louily  to  the  rules   which  any  one 

firil  books  1  have  already  difpatch-  of  them  has  laid  down  upon  that 

cd,  and  am  now  entring  upon  the  art,    but  have  taken   the    Lbcrry 

fourth.     I  need  not  acquaint  my  fometimes  to  join  with  one,  and 

reader  that  there  arc  multitudes  of  fometimes  with  another,  and  inmc- 

beauties  in  this  great  author,  efpe-  times  to  differ  from  all  of  them,  , 

cialiy  ia  the  dcfcriptive  parts  of  his  when  I  have  thought  ihat  tiie  rea- 

poem,  which  I  have  not  touched  fon  of  the  thing  was  on  my  fide, 
upon,   it  being  my  intention    to  AJdlftm^ 

point  oat  thofe  only,  which  appear        i.  Ofor  that  njcarning  vohf,  ic] 

to  me  the  mod  exquifite,  or  thofe  The  poet  opens  this  book  with  a 

which  are  not  fo  obvious  to  ordi-  wifh  in  the  manner  of  Shakefpear^  ' 

lUry  readers.    Every  one  that  has  O  /or  a  Mufe  of  fire  &c.  l*rolng.  cou 

read  the  critics  who  have  written  Henry  V.    O  for  a  falkuers  ve:^ 

upon  the  Odyfley,  the  Iliad,  and  Sec,  Romeo  and  Juhct,  A^  II.  apd 

dpt  JEnti^j  knows  veiy  well,  that  in  order  to  raife  d^  horror  ai>d  at- 
^'  B  b  3  trriito 
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Then  when  the  Dragon,  put  to  fecond  rout^ 

"  Came  forious  down  to  be  reveng'd  on  men. 

Woe  to  tV  inhabitant  on  earth  !  that  now,  J 

While  time  was,  our  firft  parents  had  been  wam'd 

The  coming  of  their  fecret  foe,  and  fcap'd. 

Haply  fo  fcap'd  his  mortal  fnare :  for  now 

Satan,  now  firfl  inflam'd  with  rage,  came  down, 

The  tempter  ere  th*accufer  of  man-kind,  lo 

To  wreck  on  innocent  frail  man  his  lofs 

Of  that  firft  battel,  and  his  flight  to  Hell : 

Yet  not  rejoicing  in  his  fpecd,  though  bold 

Far  off  and  fearlefs,  nor  with  caufe  to  boaft. 

Begins  his  dire  attempt,  which  nigh  the  birth       15 

Now  rolling  boils  in  his  tumultuous  breaft. 

And 

tcntion  of  his  reader,    introduces  As  he  is  rcprefented  in  that  fame 

liis  relation  of  Satan's  adventures  chapter  of  the  Revelation,  which 

_ '  upon  earth  by   wifhing  that   the  the  poet  is  ftill  alluding  to.  Far  tbi 

Ume  warning  voice  had  been  ut-  accu/er  of  our  brethren  is  cafi  iemMy 

tct'd  now  at  Satan's  firft  coming,  ^hich  accufcd  them  before  our  GU 

that  St.  John,  who  in  ft  vifion  faw  day  and  nighty  ver.  lo. 
the  Jpocalyps  or  Revelation  of  the         13.  Tet  not  rejoicing  in  hiijpeei,] 

moft  remarkable  events  which  were  Does  not  this  confirm  what  I  have 

\     to  befall  the  Chriflian  Church  to  obfcrved  of  ver.  741.  of  the  pre- 

'  the  end  of  the  world,  heard  when  ceding  book,  and  prove  that  Mil' 

the  Dragon  (that  old  Serpent ^  called  ton  did  not  intend  by  it  to  attri- 

tbe  Divil  and  Satan)  was  put  to  fc-  bute  any  fportive  motion  to  Satm 

cond  rout.     Rev.  XII.  12.  Woe  to  for  joy  that  he  was  fo  near  hi* 

the  inhabiters  of  the  earth  and  of  the  journey's  end  ?  ^bjtr* 

*      ^*f  fif^  *he  Dc<vil  is  come  down  unto  No  more  than  II.  101 1.   Bui  ^ 

jm,  halving  great  ivrath,  that  new  bisfea  Jbould  find  a  fitrf* 

10. th'  accufir  of  maniittd,'}   and  III.  740.  Jfied  Hnitb  hvfdfmt^ 

proft 
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And  like  a  devilifli  engin  back  recoils 

Upon  himfelfj  horror  and  doubt  diflraft 

His  troubled  thoughts,  and  from  the  bottom  ftir 

The  Hell  within  him;  for  within  him  Hell  20 

He  brings,  and  round  about  him,  nor  from  Hell 

One  ftep  no  more  than  from  himfelf  can  fly         r  * 

By  change  of  place :  now  confcience  wakes  defpair 

That  flumber'd,  wakes  the  bitter  memory 

Of  what  he  was,  what  is,  and  what  muft  be       25 

Worfe;  of  worfe  deeds  worfe  fufferings  muft  enfut. 

Sometimes  tow  ards  Eden,  which  now  in  his  view 

Lay  pleafant,  his  griev'd  look  he  fixes  fad ; 

Sometimes  tow'ards  Heav'n  and  the  full-blazing  fun. 

Which  now  fat  high  in  his  meridian  tower  :  30 

Then 

prove   tbe  contran'.      Satan  was  nivft  di:^  we  may  keep  the  word 

told  far  off  and  fear  lefsy  and  as  he  memory  here,  and  prefer  it  to  his 

drew  nearer,  was  pleasM  fwith  bofd  theory.     Memory  is  recordath,   or 

fuccefs  ;  but  now  he  is  come  to  earth  the  thinking  or  reflefting  upon  any 

to  legin  Ih  dirt  attempt^  he  does  thing,  ts  well  prefent  and  futuro 

not  rejoice  in  it,  his  heart  mifgivcs  as  pall.                                    Pcarce, 

him,  horror  and  doubt  difiraii  him.  Thus  Virgil  fays  of  his  bees,  that 

This  is  all  very  natural.  remcmbring    the  icinter  coming    on 

24.             the  memory  they  lay  by  provifions  in  the  fum-  . 

Of  vohat  he  tuas^  luhat  /V,  and  mer,  Georg.  IV.  156. 

I^^hat  ntujibe-]    Dr.  Bcntley  v,„,,,r^,^,  ^ye^j,  ^^^,,  ^dbtc 

reads  theory  inftead  of  memory :  be-  laborem 

ciafe  he  does  not  underftand  what  Expcriuntur,  ct  in  medium  qu».. 

U  the  memory  of  a  thing  prefent  or  ''f^,^  reponunt. 

fature.     But  if  the  DoAor  will  al-  '^ 

Idw  that  it  is  fenfe  to  fay  (jl^uvm^  30.  —  meridian  tonver:  ]  At 

•f  8f  wT©-  vtj  or  rmembir  tb^jou  noon  the  fun  is  lifted  up  as  ih  a 

fi  b  4  tower. 
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Then  much  revolving,  thus  in  fighs  began. 

O  thou  that  with  furpaffing  glory  crown'd, 
Look'ft  from  thy  fole  dominion  like  the  God 
Of  this  new  world ;  at  whofe  fight  all  the  ftars 
Hide  their  diminifh'd  heads;  to  thee  I  call,  35 

But  with  no  friendly  voice,  and  add  thy  name 

0  Sun,  to  tell  thee  how  I  hate  thy  beams. 
That  bring  to  my  remembrance  from  what  flate 

1  lell,  how  glorious  once  above  thy  fphere; 

Till  pride  and  worfe  ambition  threw  me  down     40 

Warring  in  Heav*n  againflHeav'n'smatchleisking: 

Ah 

tower.    The  metaphor  is  ufcd  by   from  whence  he  feU,  and  breaks 

Virgil  in  his  Culcx,  ver.  41.  forth  into  a  fpcech  that  is  foften'd 

Igneus  ithereas  jam  fol  pcnetri-    ^»^  Jcveral  tranfient  touches  of 

rat  in  area.  remorle  and  iclf-acculation:  but  at 

length  he  confirms  himfelf  in  ixn- 

Spcnfer  in  his  admirable  tranflation    penitence,    and  in   his  defign  of 

ot   that  poem  has   followed  him    drawing  Man  into  his  own  ftate  of 

punftually.  guilt  and  mifery.     This  conflid  of 

The  fiery  fun  was  mounted  now    P?^'^"^  is  raifed  with  aweatdctl 

on  hight  ®'  ^^*  ^  ^^^  openmg  of  his  fpeech 

Up  to  the  heav'nly  ttn^rs.  ^.  ^^'l^"''  [•  ^^^  ^'1  «n^  »oW^- 

Richardfon.    V^  fP^^^\}\^  ^^'^t^'  the  finefl 

that  is  alcribed  to  Satan  in  the 

32.  O  thou  &2.  ]    Satan  beine;    whole  poem.  AdSfn* 

now  within  profpcdl  of  Eden,  and    When    Milton    defign*d   to  have 

looking  round  upon  the  glories  of  made  only  a  tragedy  of  the  Para* 

the  creation,   is  filled  with  fenti-    dife  Lofl,  it  was  his  intention  to 

ments  different  from  thofc  which    have  begun  it  with  the  firft  ten 

he   difcover'd    while   he   was   in    lines   of   the    following    fpeech. 

Hell.    The  place  infpires  him  with    which  he  fhow'd  to  his  nephew 

thoughts  more  adapted  to  it :    He   £dward  Philips  and  others,  as  Pbi- 

jrefle&  upon  the  happy  condition  lips  iofoms  9s  la  his  a€a>ttnt  of    ^ 
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ih  wherefore!  he  deferv'd  no  fuch  return 
rom  me^  whom  he  created  what  I  was 
d  that  bright  eminence,  and  with  his  good 
Upbraided  none;  nor  was  his  fervice  hard.  Ag 

Vhat  could  be  lefs  than  to  afford  him  praife, 
'he  eafieft  recompenle,  and  pay  him  thanks^ 
low  duel  yet  all  his  good  prov'd  ill  in  me, 
Lnd  wrought  but  malice;  lifted  up  fo  high 

fdeind  fubje£tion,  and  thought  one  ftep  higher  53 

Vould  fet  me  hig'heft,  and  in  a  moment  quit 

The  debt  immenfe  of  endlefs  gratitude. 

So 

le  life  of  his  uncle.    And  what  a  inordinate  defires  that  break  fortii 

able  opening  of  a   play  would  into  the  moll  execrable  adts  to  ac- 

kb  have  been!    The  lines  were  complilh   their   haughty  defigosa 

utainly  too  good  to  be  lof(»  wd  which  makes  our  author  fligmatize 

ic  author  has  done  well  to  em-  ambition  as  a  worfc  iin  than  pride; 

by  them  here,    they  could  not  Hume, 

ave  been  better  employed    any  Dr.  Bentley  reads  and  cur^d  amhi- 

^here.    Satan  is  made  to  addrefs  tiony  becaufe  he  thinks  it  hard  to 

le  fun,  as  it  was  the  mod  confpi-  fay  whether  fride  or  ambition  it 

Dous  part  of  the  creation;   and  worfe:  bnt Mihon  feems  to  mean 

le  thought  is  very  natural  of  ad-  hy  pride  the  vice  con£der'd  in  itfelf, 

reffing  it  like  the  God  of  this  and  only  as  it  is  the  temper  of  the 

'orld»  when  fo  many  of  the  Hea-  proud  man ;  and  by  ambition  the 

len  nations  have  worihipped  and  vice  that  carry'd  him  to  aim  at  be- 

lored  it  as  fuch.  ing  equal  with  God:  and  was  not 

40.  Till  pride  and  ivoi^e  ambition"]  this  vice  the  worfl  of  the  two  ?     I 

ride  is  a  kind  of  excei&ve  and  vi-  obferve  that  Satan  always  lays  the 

ioiu  felf-eileem,  that  raifes  men  blame  on  his  ambition,  as  in  ver. 

iHieir  own  opinions  above  what  6i  and  92.        Pearce. 

jail  andrignt:  but  ambition  is  co.  1  fdeind]   FordifdainM;  aa 

kit  which  adds  fuel  to  this  flame»  imitation  of  th^  Ix^^&Ui/degnare. 

li  di^pt  fpun  to  thefe  furious  and  Hume. 

The 
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So  burdenfome  ftill  paying,  ftill  to  owe. 

Forgetful  what  from  him  I  ftill  received. 

And  undcrftood  not  that  a  grateful  mind 

By  owing  owes  not,  but  ftill  pays,  at  once 

Indebted  and  difcharg*d;  what  burden  then? 

O  had  his  pow'rfiil  deftiny  ordain'd 

Me  fome  inferior  Angel,  I  had  ftood 

Then  happy ;  no  unbounded  hope  had  rais'd 

Ambition.     Yet  why  not?  fome  other  Power 

As  great  might  have  afpir'd,  and  me  though  mean 

Drawn  to  his  part ;  but  other  Powers  as  great 

Fell  not,  but  ftand  unfhaken,  from  within 

Or  from  without,  to  all  temptations  arm*d.  6^^ 

Hadft  thou  the  fame  free  wijfc^nd  pow*r  to  ftand? 

Thou  hadft :  whom  haft  thoU  then  or  what  to'  accufc,  j 

But  Heaven's  free  love  dealt  equally  to  all  ?, 

Be  then  his  love  accursed,  fince  love  or  hate. 

To 


The  fame  word  is  ufcd  by  Spenfer, 
Fairy  Queen,  B.  5.  Cant.  5.  St.  44. 
and  other  places. 

5  ^ .  And  underfiood  mi\  This  verb 
IS  to  be  connected  with  the  other 
verbs  in  ver.  50.  I  fdeind  and 
thought* 

55*         ^'^^  a  grateful  mind 
jBy  o^f'ng  owes  not^  butfiillfff^^ 
Satan  here  has  anticipated  a  (en- 
tence,  afterwards  iw'df  by  Cicero  j 


Gratiam  autem  et  qui  retoient, 
bere,  et  qui  habeat,  retuliffe.  A 

79.  O  ihcn  at  loft  reUni:]!^ 
is  no  fault  to  be  found  with  M 
reading,    but  I  am  fometiiiiei 
clin'd  to  think    that   the 
might  have  given  it 

O  then  at  laft  refnt : 
becaufe  of  what  follows, 

— « it  diere  no  id«DG[ 
Left  for  repntoMce, 


bklV.     PARADISE  LOST.  459, 

>  me  alike,  it  deals  eternal  woe.  yo 
ly  curs'd  be  thou ;  iince  againft  his  thy  will 

lofe  freely  what  it  now  fo  juftly  rues. 

Mniferablel  which  way  ihall  I  fly 

Bnite  wrath,  and  infinite  defpair? 

hich  way  I  fly  is  Hell;  myfelf  am  Hell;  75 

id  in  the  lowed  deep  a  lower  deep 

U  threatning  to  devour  me  opens  wide, 

>  wluch  the  Hell  I  fuflfer  feems  a  Heaven. 
then  at  laft  relent :  is  there  no  place 

tft  for  repentance,  none  for  pardon  left  ?  80 

Dne  left  but  by  fubmiffion ;  and  that  word 
iciain  forbids  me,  and  Q|y  dread  of  fhame 
Boong  the  Spirits  ben^|th,  whom  I  feduc'd 
1th  other  promifes  and  other  vaunts 
ban  to  fubmit,  boaflung  I  could  fubdue  85 

b'  Omnipotent.     Ay  me,  they  little  know 

How 

I  agUy  ver.  93.  Or  if  we  retain  the  word  relent ^  we 

It  fix  I  could  repent,  8cC.  ^J  £"PPO^«  ^^\  Satan  could  not 

.  .         ,    , ,       ,       ,      at  firft  bring  himfelf  to  fay  repent^ 

4  rt  IS  not  improbable,  that  h«  ^nd  therefore  mokes  ufe  of  the 
I  Sliakefpear  m  his  thoughts,  fo^^  j^rm  reUnt. 
lakt,  AaUL 
ry»  what  repentance :  what  can       81.        ^^^^  and  that  luord 

jr  not  ?  Difdainfirhids  Mf ,]  Difdain  for* 

t  what  can  it,  when  one  cannot  bids  me  that  m^iijkbmffion.       ^ 

repemli  .  Bcntley. 

112*  Bj 
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Howtlearly  I  abide  that  boaft  fo  vain,' 
Under  what  tonnents  inwardly  I  groan. 
While  they  adore  me  on  the  dirone  of  HdL 
With  diadem  and  fcepter  high  ad?anc'd. 
The  lower  flill  I  fidl,  only  fupreme 
In  mifery;  fuch  joy  ambition  finds. 
But  iay  I  could  repent  and  could  obtain 
By  ad:  of  grace  my  former  ftatse$  how  ibooi 
Would  highth  recall  high  thoughts,  how  fbon 
What  feign'd  fubmiffion  fwore  ?  eafe  would  recant 
Vows  made  in  pain,  as  violent  and  void. 
]^or  never  can  true  reconcilement  grow, 
V^ere  wounds  of  deadly  hate  have  pierc'd  fo  deep; 
Which  would  but  lead  me  t^  a  worfe  relapfe      h 
And  heavier  fall :  fo  (hould  I  purchafe  dear 
Short  intermiflion  bought  with  double  fmart. 

Thisi 


ti2»  By  thiif  doui  moti  than  half 
per  baps  will  reign;  ]  This 
paflkge  has  occaiion*d  much  per- 
plexity and  confufion,  bat  it  may 
eafily  be  underftood  dius.  Ein/le 
ikomfi^gpodi  be  thou  all  my  de- 
light* aO  my  happineis ;  hy  tba  1 
hoU  at  haft  dividtd  iw^rt  with 
Heam^fCs  king  at  prefent»  I  ruling  in 
Hell  as  God  in  lieaven:  by  tbti  I 
fay;  he  is  made  to  repeat  it  with 
cipphafi^  to  add  the  peater  force 


to  his  diabolical  fentimen^  aad  o| 
mark  it  more  ftrongly  to  the  reader: 
and  in  a  fhort  time  nmll  nin 
baft  mmre  tban  balf^  in  th|l 
world  as  well  as  in  Hellj  m 
en  Ung  and  tbis  nenv  ^umU^ 
kmnu.  And  he  is  very  pro] 
made  to  conclude  his  fpeedi 
this»  as  this  was  now  his  mtin 
iinefs  and  the  end  of  hia 
hither. 

114.— 
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nows  my  puni(her;  therefore  as  &r 

;ranting  hc^  as  I  from  begging  peace: 

)e  excluded  thus^  behold  in  (lead  loc 

3ut-caft,  exil'd,  his  new  delights 

id  created,  and  for  him  this  world. 

wel  hope,  and  with  hope  £irewel  &ar, 

1  remorfe :  all  good  to  me  is  loft ; 

thou  my  good;  by  thee  at  leaft  I la 

I  empire  with  Heav'n's  king  I  holdj 
*,  and  more  than  half  perhaps  will  reign; 
a  ere  long,  and  this  new  world  fhall  know. 
s  while  he  fpake,  each  paflion  dimm'd  his  face 
chang'd  with  pale,  ire,  envy,  and  defpair;  115 

marr'd  his  borrowed  viiagc,  and  betray'd 
mntcrfcit,  if  any  eye  beheld, 
iv'nly  minds  from  fuch  diftempers  foul 

Are 

tacbpajpon  dimmd  his  face  companied  with  a  pale  livid  conn* 

bang^dtjtjitb  paUtire^  em^yy  tenance.     It  is  remarkable  that  in 

ddij^ri]  Each  paiTion,  the  argument   to  this    book   we 

'»   and  defpair y    dimm'd  read,  inftead  of  irtf  fear 9  envy  and 

enance  which  was  thrice  de^air;  and  z%  fear  may  be  juiti- 

dth  pale  through  the  fuc-  fy'd  by  ver.  1 8.  horror  and  doubt 

rxtations    of   thefe  three  diftrafff   and  other  places;   io  it 

For  that  palenefs  is  the  anger  warranted  by  ver.  9.  and  by 

le  of  envy  and  defpair  his  carfing  God  and  himfelf,  and 

y  knows,  and  we  always  by  his  threatning  of  Man  in  the 

at  fort  of  anger  the  mod  clofe  of  his  fpeech. 
d  <Ual>olicali  which  is  ac- 

I26«  — M 
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Are  ever  clear.    Whereof  fae  foon  aware,'  ^ 

Each  perturbation  fmooth'd  with  outward  calai,^ 
Artiiter  of  frauds  and  was  the  firft  '#     *'| 

That  {^Aic*#£d(hood  under  iaindy  fhow,'  '*< 
Deep  malice  feb  conceal,  couch'd  with  revenge:  ' 
Yet  notvcnough  had  pradic'd  to  djcceive  ^ 

■ 

Uriel  once  wam'd ;  whofe  eye  purfued  him  ^MMil 
The  way  he  went,  and  on  th' Afi^rrian  mouiit  i 
Saw  him  disfigur'd,  more  than  could  befidl 

Spirit  of  happy  fort:  his  geftures  fierce 

He  mark'd  and  mad  demeanour,  then  alon^ 

As  he  fuppos*d,  all  unobferv'd,  unfeen«  i 

So  on  he  fares,  and  to  the  border  comes 

Of  Eden,  where  delicious  Paradife, 

Now  nearer,  crowns  with  her  inclofure  green. 


1 7,6.  -— —  on  tF  AJJyrtan  mount  ]  &c.]  Satan  is  now  come  to  die  b 

Dr.  Bentley  reads  Armenian  mount :  der  of  Eden,  where  he  has  a  Ml 

but  Niphatcs  is  by  Pliny  reckoned  profpedt  of  Paradife,   whid  I 

between  Armenia  and  AfTyria,  and  poet  rejprefents  as  fitaated  M 

therefore  may  be  called  AJfyrian,  champam  country  upon  the  i0f 

It  is  plain  from  Milton^s  account  of  a  fteep  hill,  called  the  Mootf j 

the  utuation  of  Eden,   Ter.  2io»  Faradife.     The  fides  of  dft 

28^,   that  Eden  was  in  Aflyria;  were  overgrown  with  tiiidMB^ 

and  it  is  plain  from  comparing  III.  bufhes,   fo  as  not  to  be 

742*  with  IV.  27.  that  Niimates  and  over-head  above  thd 

was  not  far  from  £den$   io  that  fides  of  the  hill  likewHe, 
Milton  mull  have  plac'd  it  in  Ally-  .  loftieft  trees,  and  as 

ria,  at  leaft  on  the  borders  of  it.  in  ranks  fiiade  above 

Pearce,  formed  a  kind  of  natoral 

ilZn^^mAiri  Alidnu  taradife^  therowiof  titctrifing  OD 

0od 
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i  a  rural  mound,  the  champain  head 
eep  wildernefsy  whofe  hairy  fides  13^ 

hicket  overgrown,  grottefque  and  wild, 
deny'd;  and  over  head  up  gftw  ^     ,-; 
able  highth  of  loftieft  fliade, 
and  pine,  and  fir,  and  branching  palm, 
m  fcene,  and  as  the  ranks  aifcend  140 

above  ihade,  a  woody  theatre 
eiieft  view.     Yet  higher  than  their  tops 
:rd'rous  wall  of  Paradife  up  iprung : 
I  to  our  general  fire  gave  profpeft  large 
s  nether  empire  neighb'ring  round.  14^ 

igher  than  that  wall  a  circling  row 
)dlieft  trees  loaden  with  faireft  fruit, 

ns  and  fruits  at  once  of  golden  hue. 

Appeared, 

n  the  fame  manner  as  the  fined  fruit  trees ;  and  the  only  en* 

in  the  theatres  and  places  trance  into  Faradifs  was  a  gate  on 

,c    (hows    and  fpedtacles.  the  eaftern  fide.      This  account  in 

higher  than  the  highcft  of  profe  may  perhaps  help  the  reader 

»es  grew   up  the   verdu-  the  better  to  underfland  the  defcrip* 

I  of  Paradife,  a  green  in-  tion  in  verfe. 

,ke  a  rural  mound,  like  a        140.  A fyhan  fccne^   So  Virgil, 

t  with  a  hedge,   but  this  .£n.  I.  164. 

•ew  not  up  /o  high  as  to  r^^^  ^  i^j3  .^^^  ^^^^^^ 

\dam  s  profpc£l   m.o  the     pcfuper,  horrentiquc  atrum  ncmua 
inng  country  below,  w.iich  .^^^^^^j^^^  ^^,^.  ^^      ^^^ 

his  imfircy  as  the  whole 

as  his  ttomimon,    V.    75  U         147.  ivithfuireft fruity 

►vc    this   hedge   or   erecn       Blojfoms  and  fruits  at  once  ofg^ldm 

W  a  circling  row  of  the  bu€^  Dr.  Bcntley  re^s/rgits 

in 
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n 


Appeared)  with  gay  enameled  colors  mix'd : 


4 


a 


Oa  which  the  fun  more  glad  impre&'d  his  beams 

Than  ia  fair  evening  cloud,  or  humid  bow,   ^15 

HThen  God  hatfanthow'rd  the  earth;  fo  lovely  feem*d 

That  landfkip :  And  of  pure  now  purer  air 

Meets  his  approach,  and  to  the  heart  infpires 

Vernal  delight  and  joy,  able  to  drive  iff 

All  fadnefs  but  defpair :  now  gende  gales 

Fanning 


In  the  firft  vcrfc,  becaafe  fritits  fol- 
lows in  the  next:  but  I  fhould 
choofe  to  Tcsid  fruit  in  both  plzcti ; 
becaufe  I  obferve  that  when  Mil- 
ton fpeaks  of  what  is  hanging  on 
fhe  trees,  he  calls  it  /hiit  in  the 
fingular  number  (when  gathered, 
in  the  plural)  as  in  V.  %±i.  fruit 
rf  all  kinds.  See  alfo  VIlI.  307. 
and  IV.  422.  and  in  IV.  249.  he 
repeats  this  very  thought  again 
thus. 

Others  v/hoh  fruit  bnniKh'd  with 
golden  rind  CsTr. 

and  in  the  Mafk  we  have 

To  fave  her  hkjfoms^  and  defend 
her  fruit,        Pearce, 

We  may  add  another  inflance  from 
the  Paradife  Loil,  Wll.  324. 

■        and  fpread 
Their  branches  hong  with  copioat 

fhtitf  or  genun'd 
Their  hlojfnnsn 

S  5 1 »  ^boH  in  fmr  fvmi^  rAw^] 


Dr.  Bentley  reads  Tbaa  CM/air  /vtfh 
ing  doud, 

I C2.  —  fk  ItwdffitmU 
That  landfkip :  ]  And  now  if  wis 
compare  our  poet*t  topography  of  ^ 
Paradife  with  Homer*s  defchpdoD 
of  Alcinous's  gardens,  or  with  that 
of  Ca]yp(b*s  £ady  grotto,  we  nuf 
without  affectation  affirm,  that  ill 
half  the  number  of  verfes  thai 
they  confift  of,  our  author  has  oat- 
done  them.  But  to  make  a  com- 
Sarifon  more  obvious  to  moft  un- 
erflandings,  read  the  defcripdon 
of  the  bower  df  hlifs  by  a  poet  of 
our  own  nation  and  nunous  in  \m 
time;  but  'tis  impar  congreflTos,  and 
rime  fettered  his  fancy.  Spenfer'i 
Fairy  Queen,  B.  2.  Cant.  1 2.  St.  42. 
&c.  Hmt. 

This  defcription  exceeds  any 
I  ever  met  with  of  the  fame 
but  the  Italians,  in  my  < 
approach  the  neareft  to  our 
poet ;  and  if  the  reader  will  pie 
himfelf  the  trouble  to  read  ofcr 
Ariofto*8  pidure  of  the  gaiden  rf 
Paradife,  TaOb't  gaiden  of  Ar- 

nidaf 


m 


■#•.• 


^fhdroflonfennuTri^^penie      ..  * - 
n  {wrfbm^  and  wfaiiper  li^ieDce  they  ftol* 
SAaUmf  fpoils^    Ai  whbn  to  them  wluwul 
nd  the  Cape  of  Hape>  tmd  Qo^^Mli^K     xl 
amine,  off  at  fea  north-eaft  wina-Uow 
m  odon  from  the  S^cy  {ban  v.  . 

^bythebtefti  with  fiich  delay  ^.  . 

pleos'd  ibiej  flack  thur  coorfe,  and  votay  a  leagAe  ? 
Oiearrd 

tii  liariTM^tpaAmoiVtr  Thehve  fiift  of  Adalibcienn& 

e  will,  t  think,  be  perinaded  die  ur'i  AeaKog   oF  the    Mtir* 

lilton  imiutes  their  niuuier,  pcdiuiict,  >|id  tlu  vm  litter  thB 

E  dut  the  copy  greatly  cxccU  Temil  delight  which  they  gin  K» 

ginali.        Ti^.  Ae  mmd.  .BeSdei  it.4u^  DefiN^ 

,     ,.„        ,         ,  ther  <A>relv'<l  dut  thit  exprefion 

,— -W«Ae^'w««<f /A,  ^  ^^  ^.^  ileJii^aaddi^fing 


1% 


ooddubttdl}'  uken  from  a« 

OM  in  Shikefpeu'j  T#cM 

It  the  be^^nniiig 

-  Jikc  the  fweet  fiiuth 

:  breathei  upon  k  buk  of 

ideti, 

tag  and  ^ving  odor. 


mm  in  the  heft  ItiUan  poat.  't^,  «\ 

oftuice  only  in  one  more.  7^:.  ' 

Dolce  confafion  di  mille  odori 

Spirge,    e  'nrdi  Toludo  MUS  " 

prtdKc.  ■         ■     fc, 

Adon.diMuilioC.i.Stiis>         *i 

i61.        ttiAfi^b  A/^ 


^V  "^  ^L^'^'T'  r ?*  Th.K^-eift^S blowing^ 
I  ];«her  «Il"ded  to  the  fol-  ^^  ,^^  „!_     tire  doubled' 

1  m»of  Anofto.  dcfcnp.  o*  C^  •/ (^  tfy,.  «id  are  pdk . 

fPiridifc.    where  fpeaking  the  iliSd  Af«-»fc<- m  the  emilS* 

I  Met  Mra  he  layi  ^^^  ^  Africa.near  the  owdnent^ 

dh  i  i  fiori,  il  i  pomi.  e  i  and  an  (ailing  forward*,  they  mnft 

1  venmni  necejlijily  Jaci  tbtir  n^rft  i   but 

dordiverSdepredudogin,  yet  they  ire  well  enough /jw*^ 

tntti  (accn  una  mi&uni,  viik  fiub  ithy,   at  it  givea  theot  * '    '  >| 

di  fi»Titz  i  ralma  Botrin.  the  pleifiire  of  ii&eUing  fuch  deli>    .    *"'■ 

Orf.Fu.C,34.8C(i.  cioo*  odoq.    4«^  •k^h   fn>n   « 
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fiooklvQ 
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^pi^i^  Yritb  the  gr^te&l  finell  dd  dd»tti  finiles : 
IP  '    BO  qntdtainM  thofe  ddorous  fweets  the  Fiend 
^       Who  came  their  banc,  though  with  them  bette^eas'^ 
'^ban  Afino(fei§  with  the  fifliy  fume 
That  drove  him,  thongh  cnamour*d,  from  the  fpouf»J 
Of  Tobit's  fon,  and  with  a  vengeance  ftnt 
^PVom  Me^  poft  to  Egypt,  there  faft  bouncLMi^ 

Now  to  di'  aicent  <^  that  fteep  lavage  hiU 
Satan  had  joumey'd  on,  peniive  and  flow; 
But  further  way  found  none,  fo  thick  intwJn'd, 
As  one  continued  brake,  the  undergrowth  ijM 

Of  fhrubs  and  tangling  buihes  had  perplex'd 

Mi 

J73.  Salon iaJ Jairoff'J ew. 
The  evil  Spirit  proceeds  to  amm 
his  liircoveries  concerning  our  fidi 
parenu,  anil  to  learn  after  "^yt 
manner  they  maj-  be  beft  atnclM 
His  bounding  over  the  waUa  of 
Paradife ;  his  litling  in  the  Oiape  of 
a  cormorant  upon  the  tree  of  fife 
which  Hood  in  the  center  of  it  asd 
overtopped  all  the  other  trco  «f 
rh-  gardens    his  alighting  unoM 


,  a  city  and  coantry  of  Ara- 

a  Felix  jtrabt  ihi  btffi,  the  moft 

\  (or  irankiDceofe.      Sabaei 

Anbiim   propter  thura  clariiEmi. 

*  Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  L.  6.  C,  28.  and 

,Vig.  Georg.  11.  117.    , 

^—  folia  elt  thurca  virga  Sabzis. 

l63.  Tibtin  A/modtSi  viilh  Ice.  ] 
Afmodeus  was  the  evil  Spirit,  ena- 
niour'd  of  Sarah  the  daughter  of 
Kaguel,  whofe  feven  hofbindf  he 
dcf&oy'd;  but  after  that  fhe  was 
married  to  the  Ton  of  Tobit,  he 
was  driven  away  by  the  fumes  of 
the  heart  and  liver  of  a  fifh ;  ihi 
] ^^hUb /null 'u.-hin  tht  e^il Spirit  b»J 


asd     li 


which  a 


iiK/f  fmrlt 


book  of  Tobit,  Chap.  Vlil. 


J  Y  ^^f':  ^'^L^''^ 


the  herd  of  animals,  xiuui  arc  a 
bcautifuUy  reprefented  as  playii^ 
about  Adam  and  Eve,  togedieo 
with  hi«  trantformiDg  himfelf  ' 
different  (hapes,  in  order  to  uur 
their  converlation,  ire  circuA- 
ftances  that  give  an  agreeable  fw- 
prife  to  the  reader,  and  are  deviM 
with  great  ait  to  conoca  that  faniv 

tf': 
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1^  tf  afS  or  heift  ibat  hA'iI  that  mj  V  \ 
g<&  tbot  oqly  *•%  and  tUt  lo«k'd  .caA^ 
Mbher&le:  nhkh  whgo  di' i 
entrance  he  diidaia'd,  and  in  c 
ne  Ugbt  bound  Ugh  orer  kap'd^ 
lill  or  higheft  mil,  and  flicer  withia 
it^ttx  iiii  Sbcl    As  wImq  a  ptowUngupl^     '  "P  ^  * 
»n  hunger  drira  to  Ccek  new  haunt  m  pnjf  ,      ' 
chingwberelhcpherdtpentheirflockiatcve  i8^  ir- 
ludled  cotes  amid  the  6eld  iccure, 
c  o'er  the  fence  with  eaie  into  the  fold;  4 

s  a  thief  bent  to  unhotd  the  calh  ^ 

Of      t. 

WBtuNi,  in  which,  die  poet     lUibni  JEaeu  udMittm  «t  Mm  •  -    " 
need  thii  ardficcT  of  fraud.  '  '  ' 


Ml  f^htf  m 
fid  that  •» 


i*^  qwcielaL 

Faradife,  which  wufb  over.  f^.  .oi"  u  wouW  have  ■pwa*  d 

.^SaSTIS  ODder.  her  imai  for  wh«  he  &Ii  *« 

fA  that  way.    TW  ^SV  "f"*""  "  ^^-  'i*^ 
amf,  diat  wDidd  have  paii'd     Hjwraf  wt  ft*  u^«nr  n/*  /<»> 
vaft    a  idBarkablc  manser  x*""**  > 

^kiag,  fomewbat  hke  that  Haw  yoa  heard  how  (he  kiU'd  al^  ^ 

64a.  S,  fftmdf^  'ff^B-  that  u.  would  have  kill'd  me  \ 
Ml  that  u  (fittaking  ftnOly)  ^   . 

:  have  fcmi'd  if  aar  oa«  had        \%y^Aixibtn  »  frtniU^vrnf^  ^ 

line  to  have  leen  hiin.  And  A  v^f  u   ofien  the  fulijact  Of  a    . 

Its  manner  of  fipcikuig  we  fimile  in  Homer  and  Vir^l.  Ixtt    a 

lUerve  in  the  b«B  daffic  ao-  hare  ii  coofider'd  in  a  new  Ij^i^     _  ^ 

M  in  Viig.  Xn.  Vt  467,  and  perhapt  (wrcr  foraiflt'd  out «      '- 
Cca  -      -  -  - 


<*^  ««?*■'' Paradise  lost.    Book 

■  Of  fome  Yich  bnrghfr,  whofe  fublWfljl  SoartI' 


Cro^^ban-'d  and  bolted  fad,  fear  noafiault. 


^ 


In  at  ma  wiq^flp  climbs,  or  o'er  the  tUes : 
«o  d^f^  thjjf  j^ft  grand  thief  into  God's  fold 
So  lince  into  his  church  lewd  hirelings  climb. 
Thence  up  he  flew,  and  on  the  tree  of  life, 
ffhe  wudik  tree  and  highefl  there  that  gmr, 
Sat' like  a  cormorant;  yet  not  true  life 
Thereby  regain'd,  but  fat  devifing  death 
To  them  who  Uv'd  j  nor  on  the  virtue  thought 

Of 

Ibon^  reTcmbknce  ;  and  tKe  hint       195.  Tin  middle  trti  aid  ii^ 

of  this  and  the  additional  fimile  of  ibtrt  that  frmt,]  tht ' 

a  thief  feenis  to  have  been  taken  lift  aifo  in  lie  miJft  tf  the  g , 

from  ihoCe  words  of  our  Saviour  Gett.  II.  9.    Ik  the  midfi  11  1  Ht- 

ID  St.  John'i  gofpel,  X.  1.  He  thai  brew  phrafe,   exprclfiag  not  ody 

r       niterttb  ntl  fy  the  dear  inta  the  fheep-   the  local  fituadon  of  this  inlircoilij 

ftid,  hut  diw^eth  gf  jeme  alhir  luetj,   tree,  but  dcnotiiig   its   excetlncji 

thifanu  is  a  thief  toid  a  roiitr,  u  being  the  molt  coniideTable,  the 

.  uUoft,  goodlieO,  and  mofl  loitlf 

193.  — —  Uvjd  hirelings]   The  tree    in    that    bcauteoiu    giritt 

word   k-v.'d  was  fonnerly   under-  planted  by  God  himrdf :    So  So- 


ftood  in  a  larger  acceptation  than  tu),  Dunui,  Valefios,  ijfe.  whoo 
it  is  at  prefent,  and  fignified  pro-  oar  poet  Mowi,  afiimuns  b  it 
fane,  impious,  wicked,  vicioiu,  ai  bighifi  then ihaipvui,  T»bimi* 
well  as  wantoo  :  and  in  thb  larger  tverctmetb  tmll  fgi-vt  ti  tai  ^Al 


fenfe  it  is  emptoy'd  by  Milton  in  iruefUfe,  'uiUcb  it  in  the  m^^ 
tbe  other  places  where  he  ufes  it,  the  ParaJift  tf  Gii,  Rev.  IL  7. 

as  well  as  here;  1.  490.  Um 

-*"»'■"•%"•»«"*-'■■  ,h.'i'ffS'uVn^lil 

suidVI   "82  into  a  cormorant,  and  pladngliia- 

felf  on  the  tree  of  lift,  fccmsnirrf 

Yet  ^uV/jr  dar'ft'  oor^  Biiiuftring  upon  that  paffage    in    the  Ulit 

^       upbraid.         .  where  two  deides  arc  defcribtd,  n 

pncbiif 


.^  m  y^  '  ''      *  ♦.  ■ 
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Df  that  life-gtving  plant,  but  only  us'd 

'or  profpeft,  what  well  us-d  had  been  the  pledge 

3f  irllnortality.    So  litde  knows  '  201 

\ny,  but  God  alone^  to  value  righti^  ^-    -^^ 

The  good  before  him,  but  perverts  b^  things 

To  worft  abufe,  or  to  their  meaneft  ufe. 

lencath  him  with  new  wonder  now  he  views     aoc 

To  all  delight  of  human  fenfe  expos'd 

n  narrow  room  Nature's  whole  wealth,  yea  more, 

V  Heav'n  on  Earth:  for  blifsful  Paradife 

Of 

itrching  on  the  top  of  an  oak  in  ufi,  by  ufing  it  only  for  pTofpefl, 

be  (bape  of  vulturs.  Addifan,  when  he  might  have  applied  it  tq 

[%t  poet  had  compared  Satan  to  nobler  parpofes.      But   what  ufe 

,  ▼ttkur  before,  111.  431.  and  here  then  would  our  author  have  had 

gaii^  be  is  well  liken  d  to  a  cor-  Satan  to  have  made  of  the  tree  of 

KHrant,  which  being  a  "^txy  vora-  life  ?  Would  eating  of  it  have  al* 

ioDB  fea-fowl,  is  a  proper  emblem  ter'd  his  condition,   or  have  ren- 

f  this  deftroyer  of  mankind.  der'd  him  more  immortal  than  he 

196.  —  yet  not  true  Ufe  &c.]  was  already?    What  other  ufe  then 

rhe  poet  here  moralizes,  and  re-  could  he  have  made  of  it,  unleft 

irehends  Satan  for  making  no  bet-  be  had  taken  occafion  from  thence 

er  ufe  of  th^  tre?  qf  life.    He  fat  to  refledt  duly  on  life  and  immor- 

ipon  it,   but  did  |iQt  thereby  re-  UHty*  and  thereby  had  put  himfelf 

sin  true  life  to  binifelf,  but  fat  i|i  a  condition  to  regain  true  life 

levifing  death  to  others  who  were  and  a  happy  immortality  ?  If  the 

Jive.    Neither  did  h^  think  at  al}  poet  had  not  fome  fuch  meaning  as 

tB  the  virtues  of  the  tree,  but  ufe4  this,  it  is  not  eafy  to  fay  what  is  the 

t    only    for   the  convenience  of  fenfe  of  the  DaiTage.     Mr.  Thyer 

■oTpedl,  when  it  might  have  beei^  Uiinks  that  the  'vtell  us'd  in  this 

tfed  fo  as  to  have  been  a  pledge  paHage  relates  to  our  £rft  parents, 

if  immortality.    And  fo  he  per-  and  not  to  Satan :  but  I  conceive 

'Cited  the  beft  of  things  to  nuwfi  that  aivi7  tud  and  only  us'd  mull 

Auf§t  by  fitting  upon  the  tree  of  both  refer  to  the  fame  perfon ;  and 

[^  de^ng  death,  tr  f  mmtojt  what  ill  ufe  did  our  tarll  parent! 

c  c  3  Qnko 


If 


Of  God  t^  gard^Mras,  b^  hiiala  tSlnU^'' 
Of  Sdeb  planted;  £aeil,ftretcfa'd  h«r  ^  - 
From-Auran  caflward  to  tht  ftQr^  toweft    ■■%■    *'/^ 
Of  gicAl^A  built  by  Gredan  kJngk^         .  4^: 
.  Qr  vrbe?the%i3  Of  Edefl  long  UfoR      .  ^'' 

-Dwelt  ia  TeUI&r;  in  this  plcidant  foil  0., 

C  Hut  hr  AUK  plealant  garden  Ood  ord«m'd|   '  ic  tt^  I 
L- Out  of  th^rtU  ground  h9  cans'd  to  gfow  **^ 

AH  trees  of  nobleft  kind  for  fight,  fnwll,  taftsi      f  { 

And 


of  the  tree  of  life  f    They    hyt  Chap.  XXXVIT.  is.)  iriick 


did  DOC  ure  it  ill  before  the  fall,  and  7«^ar  or  Talatha 

afifer  die  AD  Aty  were  not  per>  asd  a  dty  af  tin  cUlMR'flf  Brfait 

fitted  to  ufe  or  eat  of  it  kt  Kll.  placed  bj  PtohMjr  h  BtbyllBiai 

X09.    OfGtJibegardmiuattij  vpon  Ae  comRKm  Alwa  «f  ^ 

Mm  hitlitidi  {Til  and  Euphraiei.    Sc»  Str  IfeM 

OfEdiMflamteJ;)   So  die  fitcred  Newton'i  Gmnal.  ft  «7{.  I»|M| 

text,  Ges.  11.  8.  And  fit  Lard  Gwd  tfai  author  ^aca  RdcR,  lyiilill^ 

*  flmid  m  gardtn  iBfttaerd  m  Eim,  to  the  accoants  in  Scriptoi^  ftH*< 

that  ia  ctlmraiti  of  the  place  wtiei«  where  in  Mefitpotasut, 
MoTei  wHt  hit  hiRory,  tiio'MlKm       zi^.Hi(f»rmmvfittffiMmm4iA 

Ityt  jn  th'  tajl  rf  Edn ;  and  then  In  the  dcrcmcioa  of  9mmm,  d» 

l*e  hm  in  a  few  lines  onr  aathor'i  poet  hai  otRerred  Ariftode'i  xdl 


ttyt  in  th'iajl  ^  EAui  and  then  Inthedcfcii 

l*e  hm  in  a  few  lines  onr  aathor'i  poet  hai  ot 

npograph]r  of  Eden.      Thm  pro-  of  larifliing  all  the 

'         viace  (in  which  the  teirehial  Pa-  diftton  on  thQ  Wn^  uuiAmc  i 

radife  wu  planted)  extended  from  of  the  laUe,    which  are  Mt  ftft 

Mwan  eg  Haran  or  Charran  or  ported  b^  the  beanty  of  fentlMM 

CbaiT*.   a  mr  of  MelbpatunU  Md  charaAen.     AcconliBdy  At 

iwacd^  river  EuphraKi,  extended,  r^er  tn«7'  oUerre,  that  Se  «■•    J 

1 117,  &oai  thence  eallwvd  to  Str  preffoni  are  mole  florid  andj^^ 

,        AwJii,    «  dty   bnilt  br  Sckucui  borate  in  Ade  deftr^iiom,.  fiw 

*  one  of  the  fuecellbn  of  Aleaaoder  in  moft  other  pan  of  the  poMjPl 

-  ,  the  great,    upon  the  rirer  Ti^,  moft  farther  add,    th^   m^dR 

V  Or  in  other  words,    this  province  dnrauigi  of  gardeWi  rfftt^  Mlh 

•.•  ,l>n»  the  fame,  where  Ae  children  bowi,  aad  tb*  like  devl  i^aw  rf 

j|p|^XdpdwtItia?«^(iiIi)iUh  MMfb  wt  ^Dftlr  cc^nSte  « 


And  all  amid  tfaem  flood  the  tree  of  life. 
High  eminent,  blooming  ambrofial  fruit 
Of  vq(etable  gold}  and  next  to  life,  S20 

Our  death  the  tree  of  knowledge  gr^pr  hSt  ly. 
Knowledge  of  good  bought  dear  by  knowif%  ill, 
'Southward  through  Eden  went  a  river  large,  - 
Nor  chang'd  his  courfe,  but  through  the  fhaggy  hill 
Pafs'd  underneath  ingulf 'd;  for  God  ha^&rown 
That  mountain  as  his  garden  mold  high  rais'd     226 

tJpoa 

heroic  poem,  when  they  ran  out   walks  of  Paradife.    In  ihort»  as     »« 
into  an  anneceflary  length ;  the  de-    the  critics  have  remarked  that  in 
fcription  of  Paradife  would  have    thofe  poems,    wherein   fliepherdt 
been  fuilty,  had  not  the  poet  been    are  a^lors,  the  though  ought  al- 
very  particular  in  it,  not  only  as  it   ways  to  take  a  tindure  from  tho 
is  the  feene  of  the  principal  adion,    woods,   iifi\^^  and  rivers ;    fo  wo 
but  as  it  is  requifite  to  give  us  an   mav  obferve,  that  our  firft  parenti 
idea  of  that  happineis  from  which    feldom  lofe  fight  of  their  happf 
our  firft  parents  tell.    The  plan  of  ilation  in  any  thing  they  (peak  or 
it  is  wonderfully  beautiful,    and   do;   and,  if  the  reader  will  give       '^ 
formed    upon     the    ihort   iketch   me  leave  to  ufe  the  expreflion,  that 
which  we  have  of  it  in  holy  Writ,    their  thoughts  are  always  FarmJt^ 
IWilton^s  exuberance  of  imagina-  fiacal*        Addifon. 
tion  has  poured  forth  fuch  a  re- 

dnndancy  of  ornaments  on  this  feat        223.    Souibward  through   Edm 
of  happuefi  and  innocence,  that  it  «weMt  a  ri^ver  large,^  This  is 

woold  be  endlefs  to  point  oat  each   moft  probably  the  river  formed  by 

Crtiodar.  I  mud  not  quit  this  the  junction  of  the  Euphrates  ana 
ad  whhout  further  obferving,  Tigris,  which  ^ov/sfiutbward^  and 
thliC  there  is  fcarce  a  fpeech  of  muft  needs  he  a  river  iargt  b^  tfc^ 
mMttan  and  Eve  in  the  whole  poem,  joining  of  two  fuch  miehty  nveta. 
'^wherein  the  fentiments  and  allu-  Upon  this  river  it  is  luppofed  bj 
ikMM  are  not  taken  from  this  thctr  the  beft  commentators  that  the  ter- 
delightful  habitation.  The  reader,  reflrial  Paradiie  was  fitualed.  MiW  . 
daring  their  whole  courfe  of  ac-  ton  calls  this  river  Tigris  in  IX.  71.  <  /J 
lion,   always  finds  himfelf  in  the  '     r  ^  ^ 

C  c  4      .  233.  JBt^/^ 
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•  JV 

Upon  the  rapid  current,  which  through  veins 
Of  porous  earth  with  kindly  thirft  up  drawn, 
Rofe  a  frefli  fountain,  and  with  niany  a  rill    ♦ 
Water' d  the  gaadenj  thoice  united  fell  d}4 

Down  the  fteep  glade,  and  met  the  pether  flood,. 
Which  from  his  darkfome  pafl^ge  now  appoais. 

And  now  divided  into  four  main  flreams^ 

I. 

Runs  divarfif,  wandering  many  a  famous  realm         ]i( 
And  country,  whereof  here  needs  no  account^    235 

But  rather  to  tell  how,  if  Art  could  tell,  j1 

Ho\v 


:i 


! 


135.  And  now  H'v'tiei  into  fiur  poet  exprefles  it  as  if  tke  river    | 

mMnftreams^  This  is  ground-  had  been  parted   into  four  other 

cd  upon  the  wordfs  of  Mofes,  Gen.  rivers  below  the  garden ;  bat  theri 

ir.  10.    And  a  rh'cr  nvent  out  of  is  no  being  certain  of  thefe  pirti- 

'Bdin  to  <watgr  the  garden,  and  from  culars,  and  Milton,  fenitble  of  the 

thence  it  <was  farted,  and  hecame  in-  great  uncertainty  of  them,  wifely 

to  four  heads.     Now  the  moft  pro-  avoids  giving  any  fartheir  de(crip* 

bable  account  that  is  given  of  thefe  tion  of  the  countries  thro^  which 

four  rivers  we  conceive  to  be  this,  the  rivers  flow'd»  and  fays  in  the 

The  river  that  waier'd  the  garden  general  that  no  account  needs  to 

of  Eden   was,    as  we  think,  the  be  given  of  them  here, 
river  formed  by   the  jundion  of        238.   RolBng' on  orient  pemrl  tud 
Euphrates  and  Ti^is ;    and    this  fandt  ofgold^  Padolus,  Her- 

river  was  parted  into  four  other  mus,  and  other  rivers  are  defcribed 

main  dreams  or  rivers ;  two  above  by  the   poets   as   having  '  goldca  i 

the  garden,  namely  Euphrates  and  fands  ;  but  the  defer jption  is  made  ^ 

Tigris  before  they  are  join'd,  and  richer  here,  and  the  water  rolls  oh 

two  below  the  garden,  namely  £u-  the  ehoieefi  pearls  ^  well  as  kads 

phiatts  and  Tigris  after  they  are  of  gold.     So  in  III.  507.  we  Jiav^J 

parted  again ;    tor  Euphrates  and  orient  gems ;  fee  the  note  there.  Wei 

Tigris  they  were  flill  called  by  the  have  likewife  orient  pearl  in  Shake* 

Greeks  and  Romans,    though  in  fpear,  Richard  III.  Ad  IV.  andio 

the    time    of   Mofes    they   were  Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  The  £uth- 

.  named  Pifon  and  Gihg^i.     Our  iiii  Shepheideisy  Ad  III.   And  i^ 

the 


•  •  .     i  '..' 

•     •  .  .   ^ 
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* 

jm  .',' 

How  from  that  iaphir  fburtt  the  cril^d  brooks, 
tolling  on  orient  pearl  an4  fands  of  gold. 
With  mazy  error  under  pendent  (hades 
Ran  nedar,  vifiting  each  plant,  and  fed  240 

Flow'rs,  worthy*  of  t^aradife,  which  not  nice  Art 
In  beds  and  curious  knots,  but  Nature  boon 
Pour'd  forth  profufe  on  hill  and  dale  androlain. 
Both  where  the  morning  fun  firft  warniiy  Tmote 
^he  open  field,  and  where  tlie  unpierc'd  fhade«24^ 
Jmbrown'd  the  noontide  bow'rs :  Thus  was  this  place 


the  Fox  Mofca  afks  Corvino,  who  of  to  dcfcribe  any  thing  (haded, 

had  brought  a  rich  pearl  as  a  pre-  Thus  Boiardo  defcribing  a  fleet  of 

fent  to  old  Volpone ;  Is  jour  pear/  fhips  going  to  put  to  fea.  Orl.  Inanu 

§niMt,  Sir?  Ad  I.  Cant.  29. 

'    244.  B^b  'where  the  mormng  fim  j^^  |^  f^^  ^^j^  ^  ^^^  ^v^  j.^^ 

*  •  firfi  ^warmly  fmote  y^^^ 

ni^JUU^  This  is  a  man-  ^j^^  ^^^^  ^       y^  il  mar  e  fatto 

per  of  expreffion  unuiual  m  our  ^^.^^      "* 
Umguage,    and    plainly    borrowed 

Ifom  the  Italian  poets,  with  whom  So  alfo  Ariofto  I  remember  upon  a 

it  is  very  common.  Ariofto  Qrl.  Fur.  Ukc  occafion, 

P^  8.  3t.  ao-  —  fotto  le  vele  il  mar  ^imhrutn. 

P^«//ilfoleanl<rnt^i!Yicin  colic.  ^^  thcfe  inftances  may  be  added 

Cant.  10.  St.  35.  from  Taflb  Gier,  Lib.  Cant.  14. 

Pircote  il  fol  ncl  colle,  c  fa  ri-    '   '  '   \ 

tomo.        Thyer,    '  '        Quinci  ella  in  cima  a  ana  moii* 

tagna  a(cende 
k       '^46;   ImircnvfJ    the    noontide      pi|habitata,   e  iomtre  efcurm.  » 
^  howrs:}  A  perlon  muft  DC  hruna. 

acquainted  with  the  Italian  lan- 
guage   to  difcem    the  force  and    In  like  manner  to  exprefs  the  ap»  1 
cxaa  popriety  of  this  term.  It  is  a    proach  of  the  evening  thev  fay  jfii' 
frard  which  their  poets  makr  uic    fimhrmiir,  or  if  they  would  lay  k 

*  growl 
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A  liappj  rural  ibac  of  vumtinnewi    t  ^^ 

Groves  whole  rich  trete  wept  odorooS'giuns  «fiiihp1«y 
Others  whofe  fruit  bumiih'd  with  ^den  rind 
Hung  amiable,  Hefperian  &bles  true,  ap 

If  true,  here  only',  and  of  delicioHS  taftc : 
Betwixt  them  lawns,  or  level  downs,  and  flocks 
Grazing  the  tender  herb,  were  inCerpot'd, 


grows  -ixAf  or  gloomy  —  J7  fMt^ 
temimia  ad  imhrunlrfi.     Thyer. 
24,8.  GrJTiH  ii:h,fi  neb  Irres  &C.] 

There  were  groves  bearing  aroma- 
dcs,  tnd  there  were  others  bear- 
ing fnuc  for  fuftenance.  The  for- 
mer are  callcii  rich  irin,  u  ait- 
riiit  piai  and  halm  carry  ufually  a 
higher  price  thwi  frait  \  and  they 
are  faid  to  tjjifp  gums  and  balm  by 
«  beautiful  metaphor  not  unufual  in 
poetry ;  as  OTid  fays  of  the  myrrh- 
tree.  Met.  X.  5«o. 

Tilt  tamen,  et  tepidc  maoaiit  ex 

arbore  gulta:. 
Eft  honor  ec  lacrymis. 

ZiO.~HrJ^eriaii  fahia  true,  &C  ] 
Dr.  Bertley  prefen  i^pUi  to  fahlii, 
and  aSui  how  fablei  can  tic  true 
any  where  ?  If  they  cannot,  I 
wonder  how  the  DoAor  in  his  edi- 
tion of  Phidrus,  fufFer'd  the  fol- 
lowing paflage  to  Hand  without  any 
ccnfare, 

Hanc  cmendare,  (i  tamen  pc^um. 
Vera  &bcUa. 


0( 

Tlu  firft  akd  Dioft  poper  iedk  ct 

the  wori/aiuU,  u  all  thcdifiio' 
naries  inform  us,  is  romething 
commonly  talked  of,  whether  tnis 
or  falfe:  and  if  Milton  us'd  the 
word  faili  (o  here,  the  fcnie  ii 
clear  of  the  objcAion.  But  tbfl 
Doftor  would  rather  throw  out 
the  words  HrJ^an  n^l  {otfahki\ 
Inu,  If  tmt,  hrre  amfy,  becaulc 
(fays  be)  .tht  Hifftria»  afpUi  are 
reprcfcntcd  by  the  poeti  u  of  blid 
gold,  for  from  being  »f  JiUdm 
tafit.  This  obJcAion  is  aofwer'd 
by  reading,  as  I  think  we  oughtn 
do,  the  whole  paflkge  thus. 

Others,  whofe  fruit  bonuQl'diridl 
golden  rind 

Hung  amiable,  (Hefpcriu  ftbici  1 
true,  1 

If  true,  here  only)  and  of  deli- 
cious tafte.        Ptarei.      \      t 

FaUa,  ftoties  as  XI.  11.  What  H  ' 
(aid  ai  the  Hefperian  gardcni  k 
true  here  only ;  if  ail  is  not  pae 
invention,  this  garden  was  nieaat : 
and  moreover  Uiefe  fnits  hire  1 
dcliciOtu 
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'3 


palmy  hilldtj  or  the  fiow'ry  lap 

fome  irriguous  valley  fpread  her  Aon,  zeg    *. 

iw'rs  of  all  hue,  and  without  thorn  the  rofc;  *^ 

other  fidt,  umbnanu  grfrit  and  91TC1  1..  .  1^  . 

coolreccfi,  o'er  Imkh  tfiff  mantling  vkio^  fr  -^ 

ra  ibrth  her  purple  gnpCf  and  gentjix  except  ^   >  j 

mrianti  mean  while  murm'riDg  watgn^l^  269  ^ 


Ion  tafie.    Ooft^A*  I 


;{.  >—  irrinimi  vtdbf]  Wilt< 
rd>  AUl  <n  Jpriogi  and  rilli ; 
therathcEora  nrdcninKo- 
.  Sat  U.  IV.  16. 
rigoo  nihil  eSt  dudtu  luMo. 


and  fins  hm»  tke  geiwr .    _^ 

nioR  hai  preniled  that  then  wn|-  ^ 
ao  thonu  before)  whkh  it eBOuli  »!3 
tojnftifyapoetin&ybg  tU'im  .  J< 
was  frithoat  thonu  oc  pnckln^   >,  "* 


\6.¥kmfnrf»Uh,t, 

m  ttm  tbt  rfe:}  Ik.  BcBl. 
■cJaOi  thta  vom,  Mcaufe  kt 
u  it «  ;//i>w  i^nui'f]!  in  thfl  poet 

h:  but,  at  Dr.rearca  oUetvct, 
the  exprtffion  be  not  very 
I,  it  it  not  lb  bad  at  Dr.  Bent- 
'eprefeDtt  itj  for  the  conftruc- 
■nd  fenft  is,  Tit  Jl^^rj  l^  »/ 
maUij  firtai  h»  fiart.  which 
Wat  whit  ?  vhr  fiav!ri  of 
f  ciriar  or  hut.  Pr.  Bcndejr 
|t  too  to  the  Utter  pan  of  the 
(  md  wtb*»t  tlmm  tit  r^t, 
adii  it  a  puerile  faitcjr.  But 
•old  be  nmeinbci'd,  that  it 
part  of  the  curie  denounced 
tb«  eatth  for  Adam'a  tnnf- 
os,  that  il  IhouU  frM^/Snt 


S57.  JaaihtrJUt^mmbn^mamlf  ^' 
ibr^eou 

—     --  00.100^ 

were  Aiadj  grott  i 


row/]  Another  fine  f§  '  ■ 
wai  Bobr^eoui  jpob-  * 
fc.  Or  oa.tDodi^fida'^  I' 
grott  and  cavet,  Cfr*     '~ 


257.  .OMioir  jiMTfimorfgn 
mad  cavtt]  Another 
the  garden  wu  ambr^eou 
and  caret  Cyi 


.    ,^  cavet,  tfr* 

tha  prnofitioD  being  omitted  a^ 
not  umdual  with  our  author.    See 
1. 181  and  713.  Ommifik  wiere      .' 
grarei  of  aromatici,  olhen  i^frui^ 
and  betwixt  then  lawns  or  dowiik.' 
On  tmthtrJUi  were  fhady  grotto'a       t 
and  cavei  of  cd<J  reeds. ,  Oiv  au- 
thor mdeed  hat  not  maitiop;d  «w 
/4lrb«A>nib«  without  diatlkofiM  0 
makei  aft  of  the  exprellion, 
tVethirfiA,  at  yon  may  fee  ' 
io«,  706.  IV.  985.    iX.  " 
Virgjl  ftequendy  fays  in  / 
w  mtmha-f«rt,  though  he  hat' 
Gud  ezpreflv  i««iw  terr  before,  i 
I.474t  VlU.68i.rx.  s 


^V 


a6i.. 


re,.^^H 
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Down  the  flopc  hills,  di^ersVl,  'w  in  a  kke,  . 
That  to  the  fringed  bank  with  myrtle  ctown'd  ■ 
Her  cryAal  mirror  holds,  unite  their  ftreams. 
The  birds  their  quire  apply »  airs,  vernal  airs. 
Breathing  the  fmell  of  field  and  grove,  attune    265 
The  trembling  leaves,  while  uiuverl^l  ?m 

Knit 


l6t.   £/^tri'd.  or  in  a  lah,\ 

The  waters  f^l  dirperfed,  or  unite 
their  ftreamt  in  a  lake,  that  pre- 
feuu  her  clear  looIuag-gUrs,  holds 
her  cryllal  mirror  to  the  rringed 
tank  crown'd  with  myrtle,  lie 
tnakci  the  lake  we  may  obfcnx  a 

fierfon,  and  a  critic  like  Dr.  Bent- 
ey  may  find  fault  with  it;  but  it 
i;  ufual  with  the  poets  to  perfonify 
Ukci  and  rivert.  as  Homer  does 
the  river  Scamandcr  and  Virgil 
the  Tiber;  and  Milton  him(e!f 
maka  a  perTon  of  the  river  of 
blifi,  and  a  ftimale  perfon  too,  III, 
359.  ai  he  does  here  of  the  lake. 
This  language  is  certainly  more 
poetical;  and  I  fuppofe  he  thought 
Htr  crjfiiil  minor  (oundcd  fmoother 
and  better  than  Iti  tryfial  mirror, 
or  even  Hii  cryfial  mirrer. 

a66.  —  twlnU  umver/al  Pan  &C.] 
While  aoiverfal  Nature  link'd  with 
the  graceAil  feafons  danc'd  a  per- 
petual round,  and  throughout  the 
earth  yet  unpolluted  led  eternal 
fpring.  All  the  poets  favor  the 
niinion  of  the  world's  creation  in 
the  fpring.  Virg,  Georg.  II.  338, 
Ver  illud  erat,  Tcr  magn 
bat 


Orbti,  et  hibenus  parcd>aat  h- 

tibus  Euri, 
Cum  prtmum  lucem  pecudetlW' 

fere  (ic. 

Ov.  Met.  I.  107. 

Ver  erat  xtemom.  plactdlqoe  tf«    ; 

pentibus  aurit  I 

Mulcebant  Zephyii  natoi  Hoe  Ic- 

mine  fiores. 

That  the  Graces  were  taken  fbrilM 
beautiful  feafont  in  which  all  thinp 
Teem  to  dance  and  finik  in  an  nu-  i 


verfal   \oy  1%  pll 
Od.  IV.  VU.  I. 

DifiUgere  nivet,  redeuntjamgrt- 

Gratia  cum  nymphii  gdninifqiic 

forpribus  audet 
Ducere  nuda  chorqi. 

And  Homer  joins  both  the  Gram 
and  Hours  huid  in  hand  with  Har>  1 
mony,    Youth,    and  Venus  in  kii 
Hymn  to  Apollo.  Hmt. 

The  Ancients  perfonii'd  cfcry 
thing.  Pint  is  nature,  the  Crtta 
are  Uie  beautiful  feafons,  and  chi 
Hmri  are  the  time  requilite  for  tbc 

Kroduftion  and  perfcflion  of  thinga. 
[tItoD  onl/  lays  in  a  xuoSt  poetkil 
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Knit  with  the  Graces  and  the  Hours  in  dance 

Led  on  th'  eternal  fpring.    No^  that  &ir  field 

Of  Enna,' where  .Proferpin  gathering  flowers,  '  '  * 

Herfelf  a  fairer  flow'r  by  gloomy  Dis  276 

'Was  gathered,  which  coft  Ceres  all  that  pain  r 

To  feek  her  through  the  world}  nor  that  fweet  grovo 

Of 

,*  Aeftepdamo   ^ 
Apollo  had  done  before  him)  that    of  Bacchus  and  wife  of  the  Li- 
iiow  all  nature  was  in  fageauty,  and   bjran  Jove  accoflrding  to  fome  y^f    .^  4 
every   hour    produc*d    fomething   thors,  particularly  Diodorus  Sicu-* 
new,  without  any  change  for  the   lus,  Lit-  3-  ud  Sir  Walter  Rap 
woffe.        Ricbardfim.  Icigh's  Hift.  B.  i.  ch.  6.  fed.  5.  tbo*     •  £ 

different  from  others ;   nor  monntf 
268.  —  Not  thatfidrfitU  &c.]    jtmara,  where  the  kifigs  of  AbaJ'* 
Not  that  fair  field  of  Etma  in  Si-  finia  or  AbyiTinia  (a  kingdom  iik^ 
cily,  celebrated  To  much  by  Ovid   the  upper  Ethiopia)    keep    theiv  ,. 
and  Claudian  for  its  beauty,  from    children  guarded,  a  place  of  more 
whence  Proferfnn  wns  carried  away    delightful  profpe^l  and  fituation» 
by  the  gloomy  God  of  Hell  Dis  or   inclosM  with  alabafter  rocks,  which  .  , 
Pluto,  which  occaiion'd  her  mother   it   is   a  day^s  journey  to  dcend^ 
CertM  to  feek   her   all  the   world   fuppofed  by  fome  (tho*  fo  far  di- 
over;    nor   that  fweet  grove   of  ftant  from  the  true  Paradife)  to  be 
Dapbwe  near  Antioch,  the  capital   the   fcac   of  Paradife   under    tho 
of  Syria,  feated  on  the  banks  of  Etbiotian  or  equinoftial  line  near 
die  river  OronteSf    together  with    the  Iprings  of  the  river  Nile :  Not 
the  Caftalian  fpring  there,   of  the    any  nor  all  of  thefe  could  vy  widl^ 
lame  name  with  that  in  Greece,    this  Paradife  of  Eden;    this   eac«        -> 
and  extoird  for  its  prophetic  qua-   ceeded    all   that   hiflorians    hav9>    ^ '< 
lities ;  nor  the  iland  Njfa^  incom-   written  or  poets  have  feignM  of  tha^ 
pafsM   with    the   river  TW/ow  in   mod  beautiful  places  in  the  world.        ^ 
A&ica,  where  Cham  or  Ham  the    By  the  way  we  fhould  obferveIu% 
4||of  Noah,  therefore  called  old^    manner  of   pronouncing  Profhfi^ 
(wno  firft  peopled  Egypt  and  Ly-    with  the  accent  upon  the  feowa 
bia,  and  among  the  Gentiles  pjocs    fyllable,   like  the  Latin,   and  af'    ^  i| 
by  the  name  of  Ammon  or  Lybian    Spenfer   and   the  old  Englilh  aii*  ^J 

2^9ue)  hid  his  millrefs  Amaltbea  and    thors  pronounce  it,  Fairy  Quccil«      '  * 
er  beautiful  fon  Baccbus  (there-    B.  1.  Cant.  2.  St.  a.  ^ 

fore  called  Dionyfus)   from  hit  <^ 

An* '    -L 
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Of  Daphne  by  Orontes,  and  th'  infpirM 
^  .,  J  Caftalian  fpring,  might  with  this  Paradife     ™— --     - 
' .  Of  Edai  ftrive;  nor  dut  NyTdftn  Me  -87^' 

'    Girt  wth  the  river  Triton,  whpe  old  Ch»m, 
^     .  Whom  Gentiles  Amman  call  snd  Lybiao  Jov^ 
!'■•■      Hid  Amalthea  and  her  florid  fbn 
i,^-      Young  Bu|kis  from  his  ftepdame  Rhea's  eycj 
: .  "dKor  wher^^>affin  kin^  their  iflue  guard,         sSe 
.**  g  Mount  Amara,  though  this  by  fbnie  fiippos'd 

"^  True  Paradile  under  the  Ethiop  line 
a-      By  Nilus  head,  inclos'd  with  ihining  rock, 
U  '  yi  whole  day's  journey  high,  but  wide  remote 
f''    From  this  Aflyrian  garden,  where  the  Fiend       285 
'  f  Saw 

'And  Tad  Proferpla'a  wrttli,  them   ud  AoTe  emotuns  of  envy,  H    | 
to  aSrigiit ;  which  he  u  reprerented.      TJun     ) 

dm  a™,  «  ..  U».  ^  jj^t^  ^  ,^^  on  .  be?3  . 

So  Pluto  feis'd  of  Pioferpin  coo-  flowers  by  the  fide  of  »  fotmoin, 

vey'd.  amidfi  t  muted  aflembly  of  aciauli, 

''          s8s 4Sr(«>;,»^,)  Mil-  T     1      •«      ,     -.a^*!-    i 

■    ««»  here  follow.  Stnbo,  who  com-  29!- ''«'*. '"/"'"./«•»<•*>   I 

•t        prehendj  Mefopotamia  io  the  u-  -.    *'^'  «rf;««,                           1 

The  dcfcription  of  Adzm  and  Eve,    Tlie  middle  verfe  ought  to  htn     I 


^  M  they  iirft  appeared  to  Saun,  ii  been  put  thui  in  a  pwutbefii;  fte 

^- 1  «'"}'"fiwly  drawn,  ajid  fufficient  to  the  inu  authority  in  mt»  arilei  not 

,^.,  4nalte  the  fallen  Angel  gaze  upon  ftoni  filial freiAm,  but  from  the» 

,  then  wich  rU   that  «aoai(hm«iit  hiiTiag  tntb,  w^atm,  ud  fimai- 


I 


Saw  undelighted  all  delight,  all  kind 

Of  living  creatures  new  to  fight  and  ftrangc. 

TWo  of -iar  nobler  fh^  ereft  snd  tail,  i-  - 

Bodtikc  ete&,  with  Wdve  horibr  c^  : 

bi  naked  majefty  fcei7d  lords  of  all,  ^  sgdl*'^  ' 

\ad  worthy  leem'd;  for  in  tJieir  looks  divine 

rhc  image  of  their  glorious  A&lcer  flia 

Truth,  wifdom,  £mditade  fevere  and  j 

Severe  but  In  true  filial  freedom  plac'd)  Ml 

Vhence  true  audioritj  in  men;  though  both      2g^a 

Jot  equal,  as  their  fat  not  equal  feem'd;  ^ 

'or  contemplation  he  and  valor  form'd,      fj^     jL_ «.  Jl 

'ef  ibftnefe  flie  and  fwect  attraftivc  grac^  ^ 


3 


A  fiwrt  mti  fan,  thit  u  Rntt    ther  ihtn  t  feu  of  the  DH^  ■ 
obidii  which  >re  ijoalidct  that   FroniicDce  wc  may  fee  that  Dr.  * 
ire  to  magiftnitct  imt  mutbtniy,    Bendcy  had  no  Tufficicnt  reafon  to      '  *• 
nt  iKoper  authontx  whkh  thcr    change  yninv  in  the  fij^  v«r&  into   t  *■  . 
■P  waac  who  yet  have  legal  aii-  firnt,  and  to  throw  out  tht  feconl     >  t^ 
iprity.     This  is  Milton's  tn«an-    verfe  entirely.        Ptartt.  '    ,  (4. 

at  oAfot  explaining  the  word        297.  Ftr  ematmpiaiim  bt  imIv4J^'  ,  "^ 
4^  he  iaAiK  a  veric  to  Ihow  hrfirm'J,  J| 

nt   he  doei  not   mean  foch    a        f--S*fiaififi*mifr>mtahnBivt.ilm    ^, 
maitndt  or  holjneii    as  ii  rigid  jT""'^  '^*  coriooi  read^  ^P 

■4  auftera,  but  fnch  u  ii  fUt'd  im    may  jdinle  10  ofaftrre  upon  tbafii> 
Ujimbw;  alluding  to  tne  fcrip-    twtfchaimini  line*,  how  dw  n       ' 
ilVaxpreCaiu,  whxh  reprefant    here  are  varied,  and  howartf 
nA  ChriftiaB*  ai^ivrand  at  tho    fc  a«d>ir  are  placed  in  each  t( 
M  tt  Crod  :  <n  which  fonnda-    To  as  the  tone  may  fall  opon  theat '  ' 
m  our  obedience  (from  whcttce   and  yet  fali  upon  them  ^fierendy. 
ff  fimffitade  aiifes)  ii  %filiai,  and   Tht  author  might  have  given  both' 
aaflftvifhoaet  •  lercrcace  »-  cxaAIy  %  mat  tone,  bi^i  <evciir/^j 

••    t 


He  for  God  only,  (he  for  Gbd  in  him  i 
His  fair  large  front  and  ey«  fublime  declar'cl 
Abfolute  rule;  and  hyaeJnthin  locks 
Round  from  his  parted  forelock  manly  hung 


3b9 


V 


>: 


*w 


Cludring, 

OvKai  tut  KojUKf,  v-ttiriitf  tf 
Sri  DjuoMf.       OdyS.  VI.  1}I. 

Back  from  hb  brawt  »  Icngdi  af 
hair  unfurls, 

His  hyaciothin  lock*  defcend  k 
wavy  curls.         Broome. 

Euilathiut  interpreu  hyacintbii 
locks  by  black  lodu,  and  Suids 
by  very  dark  brown  t  and  Milns 
in  like  manner  meant  brown  qr 
black  locks,  dilUnguifliing  Adan'l 
hair  from  Eve's  ia  the  color  as  ffcQ 
as  in  other  particulari.  It  i*  pio- 
bable  the  hyadnth  among  the  Aa- 
cients  might  be  of  a  dancer  color 
than  it  u  among  us. 

30;;  aufiriagi]  His  hair  hiiit 
Dr.  Pearce  approves  this  readingof   ilnflring^  or  like  bunches  of  grapx 
J>r.Bem1ey,aQij  to  the  proof  which    as  her's  was  like  the  young  fhon 
or  ttnirili  of  the  tiint.     They  se 
oppos'dj  yOh  let,  the  odc  to  dw 


*  car  ihuK  judge  this  alteration  to  be 
much  for  the  worfe. 

For  valor  l^and  contemplation 

foroi'dfWfc 
For  foftneis  (he  and  fwcet  attrac- 
>       ti"  grace. 

199.   liifirGaimhl,  flit  for  Gad 

in  film:]   The  Author  gave 

h  thus,  fays  Dr.  ficntley. 

He  for  Qod  only,  the  for  God  anJ  j 


The  JO  ppo  fit  ion  demtmllratcs  this, 
knd  rer.  44.0,  Eve  fpeaks  tc 


lie  brings,  adds  X.  1  ;o. 

made  of  thee 


And  indeed,  tho' fome  have  endi 
*or'd  to  juftify  the  common  reai 
ing,  yet  this  is  fo  much  better,  ih: 


303. ■  hit  ft^aUirt  JrW;1 

Broad  {houlders  are  alwayv  affiga'd 
to  the  ancient  heroes;  in  Homctl 
they  have  ^t'^'at  »*<(•(>  in  Vn^ 


11* 


t  wilh  it  was  admitted    iuios  humtroi.     Sot  I  woodct  '&A 
Into  the  text.  Milton  has  g^ven    no    indielUM 

that  Adam  bad  a  benrd;  not  Al  , 
.    361.  ——  hjaeintbin  Ixii]  Thut    leaft  down  or  blofibm  on  bit  dum  I 
Minerva  in  Homer  civet  UlylTet    the  firll  accelt  to  manhood;  whick 
byacinihinloclu  to  make  bim  more    the  Greek  and  Latin  poea  dwrf 
bniuiful,  cm,  ai  the  prindpal  pan  of  maalf  j 

btHtfi 
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□oibing,  but  not  beneath  his  (boulders  broad  : 
She  as  a  veil  down  to  the  ilender  wafte 
Her  unadorned  golden  treHes  wore  305 

Difhevci'd,  but  in  wanton  ringlets  wav'd 

«    As 


maty :  and  our  SpeoTcr,  B.  z, 
2aEtL.  1 2.  St.  79.  and  B.  3.  Cant.  ;. 
it.  29,  Btntlij. 

9b  beud  u  ■  particular  that  the 
wet  could  not  have  forgot,  but  I 
apfMft  he  porporely  omitted  it, 
KOutTe  RajJuet  and  the  principal 
ainteia  alwayi  repreTent  hun  with- 
nt  one:  I  believe  no  one  remem- 
loi  ever  to  have  feen  a  good  print 
r  piAore  of  him  with  one,  and 
Hilton  ftcqaently  fetches  hii  idcaa 
rem  the  works  of  the  greacelt 
Bitten  in  punting. 
.304.  Sbt  ei  a  •v-il  JmiH  /#  tie 

Hir  vmUtrmi  goUin  trijfa  &C.  ] 
a  like  manner  Marino  paints  his 
^cniu.  Adon.  Cant.  S.  St.  47. 

Dndc  a  guifa  d'un  vcl  dorato,  e 


Cdando  i 


t  il  bianco  feu  uk  I'ondc 

loro 

[a  mille  minutiSimi  nifcelli 
Dal  capo  fcaturir  gli  aurei  ca- 

pclli. 

le  poet  hai,  I  think,  (howed 
reat  judgment  and  delicacy  in 
vmliilg  in  this  place  the  cntring 
tft  a  orcumftantisl  defcrlption  of 
^Tc's  beauty.  It  wss,  no  doubt, 
iTery  temj^gocc^on  of  giving 
a  indulgent  ioofe  to  his  fancy; 
bee  the  moll  lavilh  imagination 
Vet.  I. 


could  not  pollibly  carry  too  high . 
the  charms  of  Woman,  as  Ihe  fm 
came  out  of  the  hands  of  her  hea- 
venly Maker.  But  at  a  piAure  of 
this  kind  would  Itave  oeen  too 
lixht  and  gay  for  the  graver  mm 
of  Milton's  plan,  he  has  very  art- 
fully mentioned  the  charms  of  her 
penon  in  general  terms  only,  and 
oirefied  the  reader's  attention  more 
particularly  to  the  beauty  of  her 
mind.  Moll  great  poets  have  la- 
bor'd  in  a  particular  manner  the 
delineation  of  their  Bcaatiei  (Ari- 
ollo's  Alcina,  Taffo'i  Armid^  and 
Spenfer's  Belphoebe)  and  'tis 'very 
probable  that  the  portrait  of  Ev« 
would  have  rival'd  them  all,  if  the 
chafte  coTTcftneTs  of  our  anthor'a 
Mufe  had  not  reftrain'd  him. 

Tlytr. 

»o;, galdni  trijf(i\  This  fort 

of  hair  was  moft  aclniir'd  and  ce- 
lebrated by  the  Andents,  I  fup- 
pofe  as  it  ufually  betokens  a  fairer 
fkin  and  liner  complexion.  Ii  would 
be  almoft  endlcfs  to  quote  palTages 
to  this  purpofc  in  praifc  of  Helen 
and  the  other  famous  beauties  of 
antiquity.  Venus  herfclf,  the  God- 
defs  of  beauty,  is  defcnbed  of  this 
color  and  complexion  \  and  there- 
fore is  fliled  gaUtn  Vtnai,  "X^im 
Ao&i'fn  by  Homer,  and  Femn 
mrta  by  ^'irgil.  As  Miltoit  had 
D  d  th» 
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As  the  vine  curls  her  tendrils,  >vhich  imply 'd 
Subjeaion,  but  requir'd  with  gentle  fway. 
And  by  her  yielded,  by  him  beft  received. 
Yielded  with  coy  fubmiffion,  modeft  pridp^         310 
And  ffhctt  reluftant  amorous  delay. 
Nor  thofe  myfterious  parts  were  then  conceaVd, 
Then  was  not  guilty  fhame,  difhoneft  ihamc 
Of  nature's  works,  honor  difhonorable. 

Sin-bred,  how  have  ye  troubled  all  mankind      3 1 5 

Wiib 

the  tafle  of  the  Ancients  in  other  /ong  hair,  it  is  a  /home  mU9  bimf 

things  fo  likewife  in  this  particu-  And  tlierefore  Milion  gives  Adam 

lar.     He  muft  certainly  have  pre-  locks,  that  htaig  cluftring^  hut  ttt 

lerred  this  to  all  other  colon,  or  beneath  bis  Jhouldtrs  brp^d.    But  if 

he  would  never  have  bellowed  it  a  luoman  hawt  Icmg  hair  (contioves 

upon  Eve,  whom  he  defign'd  as  a  the  Apollle]  it  is  a  glory  /#  ker,  fcr 

pattern  of  beauty  to  all  her  daugh-  her  hair  is  givgn  her  Jcr  a  coveristg 

ters.    And  poffibly  he  might  at  the  or  veil  as  it  is  ren4erM  in  the  mar- 

ijume  time  intend  a  complimept  to  gin :  and  therefore  our  author  gives 

his  wife ;  for  I  remember  to  bftve  Eve  very  long  hair,  Jhe  njL^re  htr 

heard  from  a  gentleman  who  had  goLLn  treffes  as  a  veil  etevjm  ta  the 

fcen  his  widow  in  Chelhire,  that  Jlcndcr  ixjafte.    And  this  long  hair 

ihe  had  hair  of  this  color.     It  is  the  ApofUe  confiders  as  an  arga- 

the  more  probable,  that  he  intend-  ment  and  token  of  her  fubjedioq. 

ed  a  compliment  to  his  wife  in  the  a  covering;,  a  veil,  in  fjgn  that  fte 

drawing  of  Eve;  as  it  is  certain,  is  under  the  power  of  her  hufband; 

that  he  drew  the  portrait  of  Adam  and  for  the  fame  reafon  the  poet 

not  without  regard  to  his  own  per-  fays  that  it  imply  d  fidtjeffiom :  nich 

foD,   of  which  he  had  no  mean  excellent  ufe  doth  he  make  of  the 

opinion.  facred  Writings.    The  poet  adds 

307.         —  njcbicb  imply  d  that  this  fubjedUon  was  reqmri  by 

Siilje^ion,^  T\\Q  poet  manifeiUy  him  iJi'ith  gentle  /kvay,  and  jitldei 

alludes  to  St.  PauPs  fird  Epiftle  to  hy  biry  but  it  was  beft  recav^d  h) 

the  Corinthians,   Chap.  XI.    Doth  himy  when  yielded  *witb  eeyfiikmf' 

not  even  natme  it fdf  teach  you  (fays  fiotiy   modeft  pride^  and  Jkveet  rehu* 

the  Apolcle)  that  if  a  man  have  tant  atnorous  deley^   which   is.ex- 

preii'd 
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With  (hows  inftcad,  mere  flipws  of  fceming  pure. 

And  banifh'd  from  man's  life  his  happieft  life. 

Simplicity  and  fpotlefs  innocence! 

So  pafs'd  they  naked  on,  nor  fhunn'd  the  fight 

Of  God  or  Angel,  for  they  thought  no  ill :        3  20 

So  hand  in  hand  they  pafs'd,  the  loveliefl  pair 

That  ever  fince  in  love's  embraces  met ; 

Adam  the  goodliefl  man  of  men  fince  bom 

His  fons,  the  ^irctt,  of  her  daughters  Eve. 

Under 

pre&*d  with  more  elegance  than  are  totally  reje£led  by  Dr.  Bentley* 

that   admired  pafiage  m  Horace,  as  implying  that  Adam  was  one  of 

which  no  doubt  Milton  had  in  his  his  fons,  and  Ere  one  of  her  daugh- 

thoughts,  Od.  II.  XII.  26.  ters :  but  this  manner  of  expremoii 

—  fadli  fajvitia  negat  «  borrowed  from  the  Greek  lan^ 

Qm  pofeente  magis  gaiSeat  eripi,  ?"^|^'  m  which  we  find  fometimw 

Interdum  rapere  c^cupat.  */  [uperlative  degree  ufed  mftcad 

'^             '^  of  the  comparative.    The  mean- 

314.  —  honor  dijhonorailey']  He  ing  therefore  is,  that  Adam  was  a 

sUndes  to  i  Cor.  XII.  23.  Anitkife  g^dlier  man  than  any  of  his  fons, 

mtwAirs  of  the  body  tvhich  tve  think  and  Eve  fairer  than  her  daughters. 

f§  he  bfi  honorable t  upon  tbefi  tve  So  Achilles  is  faud  to  have  been 

htfiwn  mori  abundant  honor.  But  the  i»xu/tA0p«T«TO'  ccXA«»r  Iliad.1. 505. 

koDor  paid  to  thofe  parts  is  really  that  is  more  ihort-livM  than  others. 

a  diikonor,  a  token  of  our  fall,  and  So  Nireus  is  faid  to  have  been  the 

an  indication  of  our  guilt.    Inno-  handfomeft  of  the  other  Grecians^ 

cent  nature  made  no  fuch  diftinc-  Iliad.  II.  673. 

tion.    Sin-bred^  how  have  ft  troU'        •^-^»%.^#a_    ....«  «      t»*-«. 

iM  &c  Should  we  not  reai  "Jilfl*.           ®'       ^ 

Sin-bred,  how  havej^mtroubled—      Ta»r  tfXAvr  AetrcMpr-  — 

for  what  is  he  fpeaking  to  befides    And  the  fame  manner  of  fpeaking 

Shame  F  has  pafsM  from  the  Greeks  to  the 

323.  Mam  the  goodlufi  man  of  Latins.    So  a  freed  woman  is  called 

men  A(c.]    Thefe  two  lines    in  Horace*  Sat.  1. 1. 100.  fortljpma 

cenfur*d  by  Mr.  Addifon,  and   TyndariJarum,  not  that  fhe  was  one 

Dda  of 
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Under  a  tuft  of  fliade  that  on  a  green  325 

k    Stood  whifp'ring  foft,  by  a  frefli  fountain  fide 
They  fat  them  down;  and  after  no  more  toil 
Of  their  fweet  gard'ning  labor  than  fuffic'd 
To  recommend  cool  Zephyr,  and  made  cafe 
'    More  eafy,  wholfomc  thirft  and  appetite  330 

•    More  grateful,  to  their  fupper  fruits  they  fell, 
1^  Nedlarin  fruits  which  the  compliant  boughs 
I    Yielded  them,  fide-long  as  they  iat  recline 
On  the  foft  downy  bank  damafk'd  with  flowers: 
The  favory  pulp  they  chew,  and  in  the  rind      335 
Still  as  they  thirfted  fcoop  the  brimming  ftrcami 
Nor  gentle  purpofe,  nor  indearing  fmiles 
0  Wanted, 

of  the  Tyndirida;,  bat  more  brave    B.  i.  Cant.  2.  St.  30. 

own  conipaaioni,  bat  more  hand-  ^^' 

fome  than  any  of  them.     And  I        345.  ——  th"  tarwUUj  tltfb^  ] 

believe  a  man  would  not  be  cor-  Miaifthe  accent  of  a«^i/Z^intbe 

reficd  for  writing  fulfe    Englifh,  firft  fyllable.      The  author  knew 

who  Jhould  fay  thi  atfi  Uantei  rf  the  common  pronunciation  to  be  in 

<u7  tthirt  ioftead  of  wurt  tiermd  the  fccond,  ai  VII.  411.  ^i^t^ 

than  ail  alberi.  ing  urwiiUy.     But  with   great  Ut 

B.  J.  Cmt.  8.  S..  I,.  „^^^  nightfal  it  u  icU  »  O- 

HeVanmakefMffr/urfjttohij   derflandit.        Mmlty. 
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Wanted,  nor  3routhfbl  dalliance  as  befeems  ^ 

Fair  couple,  link'd  in  happy  nuptial  league. 
Alone  as  they.  About  them  frifking  play*d         346 
All  beafts  of  th'  earth,  fince  wild,  and  of  all  chafe 
In  wood  or  wildemefs,  foreft  or  den; 
Sporting  the  lion  ramp'd,  and  in  his  paw 
Dandled  the  kid}  bears,  tigers,  ounces,  pards, 
Gambol'd  before  them ;  th'  unwieldy  elephant    345 
To  make  them  mirth  us'd  all  his  might,  and  wreath'd 
His  lithe  probofcis;  dofe  the  ferpent  fly 
Infinuating,  wove  with  Gordian  twine 
His  breaded  train,  and  of  his  £ital  guile 
Gave  proof  unhcededj  others  on  the  grafa  35Q 

Couch'dj^  I 

347.   His  Uthe  frohofcui  ]   His  dy  could  ontyy  bat  Alexander  cut 

limber  trunk,  fo  pliant  and  ufefiil  it  with^hi3  Ai^Mtl.  His  breaded trmn^ 

to  him,  diat  Cicero  caUs  it  ^kphan-  his  plaited  twifted  tail.  And  of  bis 

tcnmmkmm,  the  dephantsliand.  fjf^^  E^^   g^*^^^  f^f  umbadedt 

Hami,  That  intricate  fonn  into  which  he 
put  himfelf  was  a  fort  of  fymbot 

348.  bfinuatingi  *unvi  witb  Gar-  or  type  of  his  fratid»  tho*  not  then 

dsam  twm  reganled.        Hmmi  wad  Rtcban^: 

HisbnadedtrainyScclLtfiata/ifi^t  We  may  obferve  that  the  poet  is 

wrapping,  or  rolling  up,  and  as  i\  larger  in  the  defcription  of  the  fer- 

were  ibSofoming  himlelf.    Virgil  pent,   than  of  any  of  the  other 

frequently  ufes  the  words  JUmofiu  animals,  and  very  judiciouily,  as  he 

a|id  fimuart  to  exprefs  the  winding  is  afterwards  made  the  inlhument 

motions  of  this  animal.  W%tb  Gw-  of  fo  much  mifchief ;  and  at  the 

dioft   twinff    with  many  intricate  fame  time  an  intimation  is  given  of 

turnings  and  twiflings,  tike  the  fa-  bis  fatal  guile^  to  prepare  the  reader 

mous  Oordian  knot^  which  no  bo«  for  what  follows. 

Dd3  351.  Cflirfj&V* 
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Couch'd,  and  oow  fill'd  with  pafture  gazing  fat. 

Or  bed wiurd  runvnating ;  for  the  fun 

Declined  was  baiting  now  with  prone  carreer 

To  th' ocean  Ues,  and  in  ^'afcending  fcale 

Of  Heav'n  the  iUrs  that  uflier  evening  rofc:      355 

When  Satan  itiU  in  gaze«  as  furft  he  ftood» 

Scarce  thus  at  length  £ul'd  fpeech  recovered  lad* 

O  Hell !  what  do  o^ine  eyos  with  grief  heboid  I 
Into  our  rocmi  of  bljis  thus  high  advanced 
Creatures  of  other  mold^  earth-born  perhaps,     36a 

Not 

251.  C»iuh%'\  L«t  th^  reader  andigtin^  rer.  15s. 

obiervc    how    artfuUy  the    word  --a 

^oKf^V  is  placed,  (o  aa  to  make  the  ""  ^*^««*  '*  V W  imm  ««/f 4 

found  expreffive  of  the  fcnfe,  ,    ^t  >^ 

#  —  others  on  the  grals  ,  .    ^ 

Couch'd.  ——  and  ^  fcrcral  other  places. 

Such  a  reft  upon  the  firft  fyllable  of  ^pd  the  EnglUh  reader  may  fee  £- 
the  verfe  is  not  very  CQipmon,  but  wl V  inftances  in  oqr  EngUih  Ho- 
is very  beautiful  when  it  is  fo  ac-  ^^^  dope's  Homf|r»  B.  16.  Ter. 
commodated  to  the  fenfe.    The  44S- 

karned   «3jd«-    may   obfervc    a  Chariots  on  chariots    rgHi   the 

beauty  of  the  )ike  kind  in  thefe  daOang  fpokes 

veries  of  Homer,  Iliad.  I.  5 1.  shock  5 1  while  the  maiding  Icedi 

At/Ttf p  iiTttT*  oitTOiffs  ^iA®-  «v|.  break  ihort  their  yokes. 

«-.Tl'  **'  T*^  And  in  the  Temple  of  Fame,  ra. 

Amphion  there  the  loud  creatine 
and  Iliad,  V.  146.  lyre 

Ta»/*m^«^U.7i/i^->ii..>«/      ^^'^^^^*  I  "^  behold  a  fudden 
TwJT  tn^p  ^i^ci  lAMyiOi^  nJim-  Thebes  afpii«  f 

nxa^**  And  it  is  obfenrable  that  this  paufe 


u 
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Ndt-  Spirit^  yet  to  heav'itly  Spuit^  bright 
Little  inkitlatt  whotn  my  thoughts  puriiie 
With  wonder,  toUd  ixmH  lovi,  jfo  lively  fbiflcs 
In  them  duAitt  r^enotblabe^,  -  tSA  fticb  ^^e 
The  hand  thsK  fyctn*A  thMH  &h  their  diape  hiith  poiir'd. 
Ah  gentle  pair,  ye  littk  tbitik  b6w  ^gh  366 

Your  6hdn^  ippreaehesi  wh^  all  thefe  delights 
Will  VftdUh  fltid  ddlher  ye  to  woi^ 
More  wGie,  <h6  tnott  yowr  ttfti  ie  now  of  joyj 
Happy,  bM  fdr  fo  h^y  fit  ftctfr'd  370 

c  Long 

is  ufually  made  upon  tite  yetb,  tb  Mi  from  Ji^o^i^  6vtt  aotlior  ft^ems 

mark  the  adlion  more  ftroagly  to  to  have  borrowed  his  metaphor  of 

the  raider.  ttit  fcaht  of   Hettea^    f^cighing 

night  and  day,  the  one  afcending 

35a.  Or  bedw^d  ttMnattngs}  *j  Ae  other  tokf. 
Chewing  the  cud  before  they  go  to 

ieft.        Hum.  ^^^ .  ScoHb  tbm  git  ktipb  faird 

..  fpetch  recwerd  fad,'\    Tho' 

354.  Td  iV  ftfm  f///,]  Thte  itands  Stftan  came  in  queil  of  Adam  and 

in  the  weffern  ocean ;  for  that  the  Eye,  yet  he  is  ftruck  with  fach 

fan  ftt  in  the  fee.  and  n>fe  out  of  iftwUimient  at  the  fight  of  theim 

It  agaifi,  was  an  ancient  poetic  no-  that   it  is  a  long  time  before  he 

CkSft,   and  is  become  part  of  the  can  recover  his  fpecch,  and  break 

phfa^Mogy  of  poetry.     And  in  forih  into  this  Jbliloquy  :  and  at 

th^mftmAi^g  kale  of  HemPny  The  tfce  fame  time  this  dumb  adroira- 

Mami  of  Heaven  or  Libra  is  one  don  of  Satan  gives  the  poet  the 

«f  the  twdHfo  iffA,  and  when  the  better  opportunity  of  inkrging  his 

fan  \b  m  that  figq,  as  he  is  at  the  dtf:ription  of  them.    This  is  very 

aMnunnai  equinox,    the  days  and  beantifuL 

rigtjiue equal,  as  if  weigh'd  in  ^^^   ^.^^,^  .^^^.^   p^,  ^^ 

^^^  *  there  is  the  authority  of  Scripture. 

Uhra  did  ro'riini(|ue  pares  ubi  fe-    f  A«i  haft  madt  Hm  a  Httler  Uwft 

cerit  boras:  fhMtht  Jngeb,  Pfal.VIII.  5.  Ueb. 

^g.  Georjj.  I.  aoS.     II. j-     •  -     \ 

D  d  4  .  389.  Yet 
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Long  to  continue,  and  this  high  feat  your  Heaven 
111  fenc'd  for  Heav'n  to  keep  out  fuch  a  foe 
As  now  is  entcr'd}  yet  no  purpos'd  foe 
To  you,  whom  I  could  pity  thus  forlorn. 
Though  I  unpitied:  League  with  you  I  feck,     37J 
And  mutual  amity  fo  ftrait,  fo  clofe. 
That  I  with  you  muft  dwell,  or  you  with  me 
Henceforth ;  my  dwelling  haply  may  not  pkafr. 
Like  this  fair  Paradife,  your  fenfe,  yet  fuch 
Accept  your  Maker's  work;  he  gave  it  me»        380 
Which  I  as  fteely  give;  Hell  flull  unfold. 
To  entertain  you  two^  her  wideft  gates. 
And  fend  forth  all  her  kings;  there  w31  be  room,    ' 
Not  like  thefe  narrow  limits,  to  receive 
Your  numerous  ofspring;  if  no  better  place,       38$ 
Thank  him  who  puts  me  loath  to  this  revenge 
On  you  who  wrong  me  not  for  him  who  wtong'd. 

And 

igg.  —ytt  public  rtafinjufi,  to:.]         395.  Thtnjr^  hii  l^^ai  m 
Public  reafon  t»mfih  me,  and  that  that  Hgb  tn*  tec]  "ne  ow 

public  rcafon  is  honor  and  empire  of  lire,  higher  than  dK  re^  whav 

inlare'd    with    revenge,    by  con-  he  had  been  peichii^  aO  diii  whSv 

quenng  chig  new  world.    And  thus  from  ver.  196.     Anddienfbrdw 

Saian  is  made  to  plead  puHic  rta^  transfbrmationawhich  fellow,  vks 

jiijl,  and  ntdffity  to  excuft  bit  it-  chan^  in  Ovid's  Metamoi^bajM 

•vilifli  Jttds ;  tbt  tyrant's  fUa,  W  the  are  lo  natural,  and  yet  fo  fotptt^ 

poet  calls  it,  probably  with  a  view  as  thefe  f  .He  ia  well  iikra'd  IB 

to  his  own  timei,  and  partkullil/  the  iiercefl  beafb,  dte  Xia^  and  dii 

to  the  plea  for  Ibip-money.  tiger,  and  Adaot  xnd  Erp  ni  dor 
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IVnd  fhould  I  at  your  harmlefi  innocence 

Melt,  aa  I  do,  yet  pubUc  realbn  juft, 

Honor  and  empire  with  revenge  inlarg'd,  ^g^ 

By  conqu'ring  this  new  world,  compels  me  aavr 

To  do  what  eUe  though  damn'd  I  {hould  abhor. 

So  ipake  the  Fiend,  and  with  neceffi^,    . 
The  tyrant^  ptea*  excua'd  hts.deriliih  deeds. 
Then  from  his  Ic^  ftand  on  that  high  tree  .      39^ 
Down  he  alights  among  the  fportful  herd 
Of  thofe  four-iboted  kinds,  himfelf  now  one, 
(low  other,  as  their  ihape  ferv'd  beft  his  end 
Nearer  to  view  his  prey,  and  unefpy*d 
To  mark  what  of  their  ftate  he  more  might  learn  40a 
By  word  or  adion  mark*d:  about  them  round 
A  lion  now  he  ftalks  with  fiery  glare; 
Then  as  a  tiger,  who  by  chance  hath  fpyM 
}a  fome  purlieu  two  gentle  &wns  at  play. 

Strait 

■tdve  iBno^cnce   to   two  gentle  did  not  do  it  for  want  of  attentkin. 

ftns.  ™<1  ^^t  it  was  not  merelv  the  rf- 

fe&  of  his  blindndj.    See  loftance* 

400.  T*  mari  •ahat  ef  ththfiaU    of  it  in  my  note  on  III.  1^7,  and 

h*  mart  urigbt  Iram  wt  have  another  Mowing  her^ 

Jj^nm^tsSimMorfJ:}  Tho'    ver,  405. 

Ihe  poet  olct  mart  and  mark' J  too. 

Jet  ibcb  repethiont  of  the  £une     Strait  tuubu  clofe,  then   rifing 
ftwd  are  cominon  with  him ;  fo  changet  oft 

Mum  that  v«  »*7  fiippole  he    Hit  OKtmt  watdi.     P*artt, 

410.  Tm'J 
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Strait  couches  clofc,  then  rifing  changes  oft        4©!; 
His  couchant  watch,  as  one  who  chofe  his  ground. 
Whence  ruQiing  he  might  fureft  feife  them  both 
Grip'd  in  each  paw:  when  Adam  firft  of  men 
To  firft  of  women  Eve  thus  moving  fpeech, 
Turn'd  him  all  ear  to  hear  new  utterance  flow,  ^irf' 

Sole  partner,  and  fole  part,  of  all  thefe  joys. 
Dearer  thyfclf  than  all;  needs  muft  the  Power 
That  made  us,  and  for  us  this  ample  world. 
Be  infinitely  good,  and  of  his  good 
As  liberal  and  free  as  infinite;  ^.r^ 

That  rais'd  us  from  the  duft  and  plac'd  tfs  here 
In  all  this  happincfs,  who  at  his  hand 
Have  nothing  merited,  nor  can  peffcwm 

Outbt 

410.  Tantihim  aU  tar  fcc.}    A      Sele  parttKr,  OKi  fili  fart,  tf^ 
pretty  expreflion  borrow'd  from  the  ihijc  jaji,  ~ 

—    '  ■      p  .    „         f  So  the  paffage  ought  to  be  nii< 

Totum  te  cupias,  Fabulle,  nafiim.  (i  think)  with  a  comma  after  /v(| 

BtNlUy.  ami  g/  here  fignifiw  ammg.     The 

So  m  the  Mat,  /ntvw  ail  ear.  fenfe  is,  among  all  ihcfe  joyi  T1k» 

Richardfon.  alone  art  my  partner,  and  (wliat  ii 

4.1 1.    Site  fartatr,    &c.  ]    The  ''"?'^'  ^*"*"  *'"''*  ■"  P>"  of  ™*> 

Ipeeches  of  thefe  two  fiift  loveri  '*  '"  ''"■  487- 
flow  ,,i,.Dy  from  plo,  ud  11.-      ,„,  ,f        ,„,  ,  ,    ^  ^  j 

centy.    The  profeflions  they  make  ^^^^  ^[^^  ' 

»  one  uoflier  .re  Ml  of  -..rmih,     „    „4„  j^ 
but  at  the  fajne  tune  founded  upon 

truth.    In  a  word  they  are  the  gal-  Of  in  Milton  freooeBtlv  fimiiger   ' 

fentriea  of  Paradife-       4J^ir.>«  —,-»      ti,-  ..,-,.  -r -^.i..*^- ^ 
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pught  whereof  he  hath  need;  be  who  requires 
rom  us  no  other  fervice  than  to  keep  ^ao 

'i^  one,  this  eafy  charge^  of  ail  the  trees 
Paradife  that  bear  delicious  fruit . 
k>  various,  hot  to  tafte  that  only  tree 
9f  knowledge,  pknted  by  the  tree  of  life] 
k>  near  grows  death  to  life,  whatever  death  is,  425 
Kome  dreadfiil  thing  no  doubt  1  fbrwdl  thou  know*fi: 
^od  hath  pronounc'd  it  dtiatb  to  tafte  that  tree, 
rhe  oiily  fign  of  our  obedience  left 
kmoog  fb  many  figns  of  pow'r  and  rule 
i^onferr'd  upon  us,  and  dominion  given  4.^ 

Dv«r  all  other  creatures  that  poflefs 

Sarth,  air,  and  fea.  Then  let  us  not  think  hard 

One 

Ul   madb  Pr.  Beiid«y  read  hifi  thm  eaiefi  therwf^  tUm  Jbali  furd^ 

m9  iBit  fik  ftfru  thinking  that  ^  JUi*    And  in  UIm  mamiar  what 

i|itf  ii  «  cmtrsdiidioQ,  and  fo  it  is  Adam  j^ys  afterwards 

tk0  HHkiaands  ^here>  to  be  Mmmw^^iM 

^JS^^^  V^^  ^^  V^-     Over  ail •ibirer.atJ^tb^fMfi 

..^Sl.  nu  mm,   tbts  iofy  tbargi^  -" 

bs>l  It  WIS  vary  naturalfor  Adam  it  is  taken  from  the  diYine  commid 
W  amoarie  6i  this,  and  this  was  fioa,  Gan,  L  28.  H^vm  dminUm 
Iriktt  Satan  wanted  more  particu-  vumr  the  fifii  9/  tbi  fim^  andewrtbe 
■aljr  te  learn;  and  it  is  expre(s'd  fiwirf  the  mr,  ami  ever  every  Uv 
mit  God*a  command.  Gen.  II.  iwg  tkng  that  nrnveihufoa  the  earth. 
|i^  17.  Of  every  tree  eftht  garden  Thefe  thin^  are  fo  evident^  that  it 
^  %mmfe§freelpeat\  tut  eftbe  tree  is  almoft  iuperfluous  to  mention 

km»Ui(ge  ff  ffted  and  eviK  then  them.    If  we  take  notice  of  them. 

'  mtetitefH,  Aria  the  dot  thai  it  is  tba(  every  reader  may  be  fen- 

iibic 


zgz 
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One  eafy  pohibition^  who  enjojr 
Free  leave  fo  large  to  all  things  clfe,  and  choice 
Unlimited  of  manifold  delights :  4; 

But  let  us  ever  praife  him,  and  extol 
His  boun^,  following  our  del^htfiil  tafk 
To  prune  thefe  growinjg  plants,  and  tend  thefe  flower^ 
Which  were  it  toilfome,  yet  with  thee  were  fwect; 
To  whom  thus  Eve  reply'd.  O  thou  for  whom44ffi 
And  from  whom  I  was  £)rm'd  fle{h  of  thy  flefli. 
And  without  whom  am  to  no  end,  my  guide       ;'^ 
And  head,  what  thou  haft  faid  is  juft  and  r%ht« 
For  we  to  him  indeed  all  praifes  owe. 
And  daily  thanks }  I  chiefly  who  enjoy  44; 


fible  how  much  of  Scripture  our 
author  hath  wrought  Uto  this  di- 
vhic  poem. 

449.  That  day  loft  remember^  &c.] 
The  remaining  partof  Eye^s  fpeech, 
in  which  (he  gives  an  account  of 
herfelf  upon  her  firft  creation,  and 
the  manner  in  which  (he  was 
brought  to  Adam,  is  I  think  as 
beaunful  a  ^zSz^  as  any  in  Mil- 
ton, or  perhaps  m  any  other  poet 
whatfoever.  Thefe  pauages  are  all 
worked  off  with  fo  much  art,  that 
they  are  capable  of  pleaiing  the 
moft  delicate  reader  without  of- 
fending the  moft  fevere.  ^  A  poet 
of  leis  judgment  and  invention 
than  this  great  author  would  have 


found  it  very  difficult  to  have 
thefe  tender  parts  of  the  ix)eB' 
fentime&ts,  proper  for  a  niBif 
nocence;  to  have  defef8^i 
warmth  of  lofe  and  die' 
of  it  without  artifice  or  i 
to  have  made  the  vuui 
moft  indearing  things 
fcending  from  his  natural 
and  the  woman  receiving 
without  departing  ftoaa  tte 
defty  of  her  chancer ;  in  a 
to  adjuft  the  preiogativci  of 
dom  and  beauty,  imd  nake 
appear  to  the  other  in  its 
force  and  loveiinefs.  This 
fubordiaatUMi  o(  the  two 
wond^rfoUy  kept  iip  19  the 


*    •■ 
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I  £aur  the  happier  lot^  enjoying  thee 
neeminent  by  fo  much  odds^  while  thou 
ike  confort  to  thyfelf  canft  no  where  find 
hat  day  I  oft  remember^  when  fit)m  Qocp 
firft  awak'd,  and  found  myfeif  repos'd  450 

bder  a  (hade  on  flow'rs^  muicb  wond'ring  where 
ipd  what  I  was^  whence  thither  brought^  and  ho w* 
be  diftant  far  from  thence  a  murm'ring  found 
£  waters  iifued  from  a  cave^  and  fpread 
ito  a  liquid  plain,  then  ftood  unmov'd  45^ 

are  as  th'expanfe  of  Heav'n;  I  thither  went 
iTith  unexperienc'd  thought,  and  laid  me  down 
^n  the  green  bank,  to  look  into  the  clear 

Smooth 

eiii»  as  particularly  in  this  ijpeech  As  new  wak*d  firom  fimndeft 

Eve,  and  the  lines  following  it.  fleep»  (stc. 

•e  poet  adds,   that   the   Devil  If  we  compare  his  account  of  hini' 

lied  away  at  the  fight  of  fo  much  felf  nppn  his  creation  with  this 

pphuA.                          Ad£fin,  here  ^ven  b^  £ve»  the  beanty  and 

H#  dm  Itf^  remmherf  From  this  propnety  of  each  will  appear  to 

Wdl  as  fereral  other  paflages  greater  advantage. 

ibe  poem  it  appears,  that  me  451.  UmUr  a  flfodi  pm  Jbw'n,'} 
et  (bppofa  Adam  and  £ve  to  The  firft  edition  has  umlir  a  fi^tuk 
jta  ben  created,  and  to  have  on  JUno^rSf  the  (econd  tauler  mJbuJk 
id  many  days  in  Paradife  be-  tf  fiw^rs ;  and  the  fufalequent  edi- 
it  die  fall.  See  IV.  639,  680,  tions  vary  in  like  manner,  fome 
s;V.3i.&c.  exhibiting  m  >SpwV/»  others  •/ 
45a  ffaft  ammk^Jyl  Asdeadiii  /bw^rsi  but  repos'd  mt  ,/Cw;V/  on- 
sen compared  to  JUep^  fo  our  der  a  ihade  feems  to  be  much  bet-^ 
ming  into  life  mav  well  be  xxxiSmsl  m fitadi  tf fitivjrs.  *r 
en*a  to  waking :  And  Adam  458.  -^  to  M,  imto  tbt  cUwr 
itk%  in  the  fame  figure,  VIIL  SwmA  l^hA  It  has  been  a&ed^ 
J.  fareaftuaHy 
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Smooth  lake,  that  to  ine  &e«^'d  anotiier  fky. 
As  I  bent  down  to  look,  joflr  dppofit  4 

A  fhape  within  the  vtd^  gkam  a{^pear*d, 

♦*        .  ■  . 

Bending  «o  kx)k  on  mei  I  ftarted  back, 
H  ihrted  back;  but  {^eas'd  I  hon  retam*d, 
Pleas'd  it  returned  as  fbon  wMi  anfvir*ring  Idoltf 
Of  fympathy  and  love:  there  I  had  fix'd         '  i| 
Mine  Cfcs  tiB  now;  and  pin^d  with  vain  diefire. 
Had  not  a  vekc  tims  warned  me,  Vfiat  thou  fk 
What  there  thoa  fccft,  feir  Oreature,  iJthyfelf; 
With  thee  it  came  and  goes :  but  follow  me. 
And  I  will  bring  fhcc  where  no  ffiadow  flays 
Thy  coming,  and  thy  foft  embraces,  he 
Whofe  image  thou  art;  him  thou  (halt  enjoy 
Inieparably  thinr,  to  ham  fbah  bear 

Multil 

liBcaiKeaUyenon^fSpeflatOryVol.  fHe  had  feen  no  other  biuffaa 
f.  H"^  ^2^.)  y^^ctbttUMiC  monfl9  ture,  is  inach  more  piroSdU 
not  couch*d  under  this  j^ace,  where  natural,  as  well  as  merer  dt 
Ae  pott  lets  lit  know,  thatdiferfirft  and  beautifot,  d^aa  the  i 
fVioiiMniiiimed]atel7  alter  liiprcrea-  ftoiy  (rf"  Nardifiii  in  CMik 
don  ran  to  a  Iooknfig^ghi$>  and  whom  Our  author  manlftro 
became  Uf  emmoiii'd  of  Ker  own  the  hint,  and  has  exprefly  iid 
tee«  tliat  fte  htd  never  removed  fomepada^,  but  has  avol 
to  view  any  of  dl»ot!her  Wbrib  of  his  pueriliues  without  lofiiig 
aacur,  hiu  aol  §it  been  led  off  his  beaadbs,  as  the  reaot 
to  a  maa.  However  that  be,  this^  eafily  obfenre  by  compadtf; 
acooolC  diat  Bve.a2vc8  oC  hercom-  together^  Met.  UL  457. 
mg  CQa  lakt^  and tbere  fUlme  in  Spem  mihi  nefdo  quam  vul 
km- wklHb#ro«lviiiMg(i^  irtktn         mttdraaico: 

C 
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[altitudes  like  thyfelf^  and  thence  be  call'd 

[other  of  human  race.    What  could  I  doj        475 

ut  follow  flrait>  invifibly  thus  led  i 

'ill  I  efpy'd'thee,  fair  indeed  and  talU 

^nder  a  platan;  yet  methought  lefs  fair, 

cfs  winning  ioft,  lefs  amiably  mild, 

*b9n  that  fmooth  watry  image:  back  I  turn'd;  480 

liou  following  cry'dft  aloud,  Rdurn  fidr  Ere, 

/horn  fly *fl  thou  ?  whom  thou  fly '11,  of  him  thou  art, 

[Is  flefh,  his  bone;  to  give  thee  be'ing  I  lent 

lut  of  my  fide  to  thee,  near^  my  heart 

iibftantial  life,  to  have  thee  by  my  fide  4S5 

(encefbrth  an  individual  folace  dear; 

art  of  my  foul  I  feek  thee,  and  thee  clamc 

ly  other  half:  with  that  thy  gentle  hand 

Seis'd 

^mnqae  ego  porrexi  tibi  brachia,  its  leaves,  TJKttrvK,  Greek,  bxoad ; 

poirigb  ulcro ;  a  tree  ufeful  and  delightful  for  ita 

[^jom  rifiy  arrides :  lacrymas  quo-  extraordinary  (hade>  Virg.  Georg. 

que  faepe  notavi  IV.  146. 

k|o  Ucrymantc  tuas.  -: —  Jamquc  miniftrantem//tf/tf«wii  po- 
la  rcpcrcuflfe,  quam  cemis,  ima-  ^         tantibus  umbram.    Hume. 

ginis  umbra  eft:  A83.  His  flejh,  bit  bme\^   The 

iahabetiftafui:  tecum  venitquc  Scnpture  expreffion;   Une  of  m 

SMmetque ;  hmet  andflijb  of  my  flijb.  Gen.  II. 

roeom  dilcedet,   fi  tu  diicedere  23.  as  afterwards  when  he  calls  her 

poffis.  Part  of  nnfoul  -^  wtf  oibtr  half  it 

47g.C/«^r«/Ai/^;]  The  plane  M^om  Horace 

w  ib  named  from  the  breadth  of  Mwuftbm&mmut,  Od.I.III.8. 

49  •:  So 
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Seis'd  mine }  I  yielded,  and  from  that  time  &c 
How  beauQr  is  excelled  by  manly  grace  490. 

And  wifdom,  which  alone  is  truly  &k. 

So  fpake  our  general  mother,  and  with  cya 
Of  conjugal  attradion  unreiMX)v'd, 
And  meek  furrender,  half  embracmg  leaned 
On  our  firft  fiither;  half  her  fweUing  bread       495, 
Naked  met  his  under  the  flowing  gold 
Of  her  loofe  trefles  hid :  he  in  delight  .■ 

Both 

492.  So /pake  §ser  general  motber,  ten  or  a  dozen  filttxu  upan  dut 

and  ivitb  eyes  occafion,    and  with  its  liuroriaBt 

Of  eonfugal  altraOion  unrefrovV,  wildncfs  changed  Adam  and  Eft 

&c.]  SpenfeTy  Fairy  Queen,  into  a  Venus  and  Adonis.      ^%ww; 

B.  2.  Cant.  7.  St  i6.  49i^  —  emtreuh^  late' 

froved  trutn.  fomedmes  imbraee  after  £e  Italia 

What  a  charming  pi6lnre  of  lore  imbraeciare ;  bat  die  fanner  kaa 

and  innocence  has  the  poet  given  now  prevailed  univerfally. 
ns  in  thii  paragraph !  There  is  the       499.  — -  as  Jnfiter  &c  ]  Ai 

greateft  warmth  of  afFe^on^  and  the  Heaven  imikes  npon  the  air» 

yet  the  mod  exafi  delicacy  and  when  it  makes  the  cloiMb  and  cfcnr 

decorum.  One  would  have  thought  thing  fitful  in  the  ipring.    Tka 

that  a  fcene  of  this  nature  could  feems  to  be  the  meaning  of  iki 

not  with  any  confiftency  have  been  allegory ;  for  Jupiter  is  comaonly 

introduced  into  a  divine  poem,  and  taken  for  the  Heaven  or  cdKr* 

yet  our  author  has  fo  nicely  and  and  Juno  for  the  air,  tho*  fime  on- 

judicioudy  covered  the  foft  defcrip-  derftand  by  them  the  air  and  caitL 

don  with  the  veil  of  modefty,  that  However  that  be,  the  cosqpdi  cf 

the  pureft  and  chafteft  mind  can  Jupiter  and  Juno  was    »r*^iiq— ^ 

find  no  room  for  oflfenfe.     The  the   great   caufe   of    firnitliihicfi. 

meekfurrendir  and  the  balf-mbraee^  Homer  in  the  fourteenth  book  of 

ment  are  drcumffauces  inimitable,  the  Iliad  inlarges  much  npooi  die 

An   Italian^s   inug^iation   would  ftoiy  of  dieir  loves,    mott  thaa 

have  huiried  him  the  length  of  enough  to  give  ocoifion  to  iMi' 
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Both  of  her  beauty  and  fubmiflive  charms 

Smil'd  with  faperior  love,  as  Jupiter 

On  Juno  fmiks^  when  he  impregns  the  clouds    504 

That  fhed  May  flow'rs;  and  prefs'd  her  matron  Up 

With  kiifes  pure:  afide  the  Devil  tum'd 

For  envy,  yet  with  jealows  leer  malign 

By'd  them  afkance,  and  to  himfelf  thus  plaiil'd. 

Sight  hateful,  fight  tormenting !  thus  thefe  two  ^0$ 
Emparadis'd  in  one  another's  arms, 

Tho 

ifflile,  and  defcnbec  the  earth  pnt-  like  tlmt  fine  one  in  the  Pfahns  of 

ing  forth  her  faired  flowers  as  the  the    clouds    droping  fatnefi^    PfaL 

mmediate  efFedl  of  them.     And  LXXV.  1 1.  and  it  is  faid  Iiaaffov/r$ 

i^rgjU  likewife  in  defcribing  the  to  fignify  that  this  is  done  in  tho 

jjiring  employs  the  fame  kind  of  fpring,  as  Virgil  defcribeis  it   And 

magesy  and  reprefents  Jupiter  ope-  then  follows  and  prefs^d  her  matron 

adog  upon  kit   fpoute    for   the  /^,  where  the  conflrudion  is  AJom 

Modudion  of  all  things,  Gcorg.  fmirdixiitb  fuf trior  Ivue^  and  frefid 

I.  325.  her  matron  lift  the  fim!l€  ipiing  to  hr 

Tnni  t^tmw  /Mtinit^/tf^n.  f«w..,«.?:c  underftood  as  included  in  aparen- 

Conjegbingremiumlsetedefcen-   fignifi"  her  roamed  hp.  indiftmo 
ditTet  omnes  ^  maiden  or  a  vir^n  lip, 

Magiius  aUt,  magpo  commijitas  f  ^"^?  ^f'  "•  «?!  ^p^*"«  ^f 
^^rporc   iot^A       '•"*-"***  -    Lncreoa  then  married,  fays  matrm 

For  then  almighty  To?e  defcends,     _  ,         , 

and  pours  ^^  matronales  erubuere  genas* 

Into  his  Worn  bride  his  fimitfol  jj  '^^^X\t%  that  (he  was  married  to 

ihowrs;  him,  and  that  thercfbre  their  kiffet 

And  Bixing  his  large  limbs  with  ^^^c  lawful  and  innocent.    It  was 

Den,  he  fe«b  ^h^  innocence  of  their  loves  that 

Her  buths  with  llwdly  juice,  and  ^^^^  ^^  j^^j  ^^  j^^j^  ^^  cniy. 

fofiers  teemrog  feeds.  Dryden.  j^^    Jmparadiid  in  w  smothtri 

nmtexpreSionofthecIoMdsJhdding  arms,']  Imfara^rit  haahc^ 

hvd'rj  is  very  poetical,  and  not  an-  remarked  as  a  word  fiifi  cdn'd  by 

Vol.  L                              -  £  a                            Mi}(da« 


•  I 

•98  PARADISE  LOST.    BooklV;' 

The  happier  Eden,  (hall  enjoy  their  fill  t^ 

Of  blifs  on  blifs ;  while  I  to  Hell  am  thruft. 
Where  neither  joy  nor  love,  but  fierce  defire^ 
Among  our  other  torments  not  the  leaft,  510 

Still  unfulfilled  with  pain  of  longing  pines. 
Yet  let  me  not  forget  what  I  have  gain'd 
From  their  own  mouths:  all  is  not  theirs  it  feems; 
One  fatal  tree  there  flands  of  knowledge  call'd^ 
Forbidden  them  to  tafle :  Knowledge  forbidden  ?  5 1  j 
Sufpicious,  reafonlefs.     Why  fhould  their  Lord 
Envy  them  that?  can  it  be  fin  to  know? 
Can  it  be  death  ?  and  do  they  only  (land 
By  ignorance  ?  is  that  their  happy  flate, 
The  proof  of  their  obedience  and  their  faith?     520 
O  fair  foundation  laid  whereon  to  build 
Their  ruin !  Hence  I  will  excite  their  minds 

Widi 

^ilton.    But  Sir  Philip  Sidney  has  Jrher^s  neither  joy  nor  lore, 

it  in  Arcadia,  p.  109.     So  this  im-  ,__,     ,             «    ,^ 

paradis'd  neighbourhood  made    Zel-  '^^'''^  ^  contraftcd  for  wAirr  £f. 

mane* s  foul  cleave  unto  her.  And  the  Bcntlcy. 

Italians  had  prior  poiTeiuon  Impa-  But  Milton  often  leaves  out  the  ^ 

radi/ato.    Bentley.  word  is,  as  in  VIII.  621.  amd^with-^ 

out  love  fto  hafpinefsm     Pearce. 
509.  Where  neither  joy  nor  love,"] 

This  fentence  has  no  exit,  unle(s        515. KMwledgefirhiddiaf\ 

you'll  fay  without  fenfe,  where  nci-  This  is  artfully  perverted  by  Saau^ 

thcr  joy  nor  love //W.    He  gave  as  if  fome  ufcful   and    necefiazy 

it  therefore  knowledge  was  forbidden :  where- 
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With  more  dcfirc  to  know,  and  to  rejcd 
Envious  commands,  invented  with  defign 
To  keep  them  low  whom  knowledge  might  exalt 
Equal  with  Gods:  afpiring  to  be  fuch,  526 

They  tafte  and  die :  what  likelier  can  cnfue  ? 
But  firft  with  narrow  fearch  I  muft  walk  round 
This  garden,  and  no  corner  leave  unfpy'd;  529 

A  chance  but  chance  may  lead  where  I  may  meet  ^ 
Some  wandering  Spi Vit  of  Heav'n  by  fountain  fide. 
Or  in  thick  (hade  retir'd,  from  him  to  draw 
What  further  would  be  learn 'd.  Live  while  ye  may, 
Yet  happy  pair;  enjoy,  till  I  return, 
Short  pleafures,  for  long  woes  are  to  fuccced.      g^S 

So  faying,  his  proud  ftep  he  fcomful  turn'd. 
But  with  fly  circumfpedion,  and  began  froam* 

Through  wood,  through  wafte,  o'er  hill,  o'er  dale,  his 

Mean 

II  our  firft  parents  were  created  Pearce  fays  that  without  any  al- 

ndipcrfedunderilanding,  and  the  teration    or    any   pun    we    may 

nly  knowledge  that  was  forbidden  read 

ras  the  knoJedge  of  evU  by  the      ^  ^^^^  ,^^  ^j^^^^j  ^^  /^^  ^^ 

ommimon  of  it. 

that  18  a  chance^  and  it  can  be  only 

530.  A  ehanee  but  chance  ma;fUad]  tf  chance^  mofltad  &c.     But  this 

)r.  Bcndey  cenfurcs   this  jingle,  fort  of  jingle  is  but  too  common 

nd  thinks  it  unbecoming  Satan  at  with  Milton.      This  here  is  not 

»  ferious  a  jundure  to  catch  at  much  unlike  the/flr/fy«r/irjw  of  the 

bus;  therefore  propofcs  to  read  Latins. 
me  imcky  chanct  may  lead  Sec,     Dr. 

E  c  a  S39— '« 
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Mean  while  in  utmoft  longitude,  where  Heavea 
With  earth  and  ocean  mcets^  the  ietting  fun      540 
Slowly  defcended,  and  with  right  afp6d 
Agamft  the  eaftern  gate  of  Paradife 
Leverd  his  evening  nys :  it  was  a  rock 
Of  alabafter,  piPd  up  to  the  clouds, 
C(»ifpicuous  &r,  winding  with  one  afcent  545 

Acceffible  firom  earth,  one  entrance  high; 
The  reft  was  craggy  cliff,  that  overhung 

Still 

539.—  /«  «fmofi  Ungtrude,]  At  and  to  reoomrSe  dien  I  thnk  wc 

the  utmoft  length,  at  the  fartheft  ma^  re^  Had  Uw  defcendid  otW" 

diftance.    Longitttde  is  length,  as  haps  Lnwfy  difitmUJ,  or  andofiiod 

in  V.  754*  it  as  Dr.  Pearce  ejcplams  it,  that 

—  from  one  entire  globofe        ^\  ^t  ^f  ?f  ?!  ^  f  *^ 
Sti^ch'd  into  kmgitadel  ^^'  ^^^  ^"^^  1?  Angd  came 

^  on  a  fan-beam  to  Paradife,  and 

and  it  is  particularly  applyVl  to  the   was  to  return  on  the  fame  beam; 

diftance  trom  eaft  to  weft.   See  the   which  he  could  not  well  have  done, 

notes  upon  ill.  555.  574.  if  the  fun  had  mov*d  on  with  ia 

5+,.  SW^  <&/r«^^.]  Dr.  Bent-  "*"?!  "P"' V!^  ^^'^k,.  ^  * 
ley  objefts  to  this  verie'for  a  «-    Ar^it^A^"!!    f^l  2^  ?(  *1 

philoiophy,  but  m  poetry  It  IS  ufual  c«„v      t  ?  \,  i    Vj.  .   "" 

lo  rep/efcnt  it  othWe.     But  I  LX"''  f  ""*  '\  «'»  «*««  » the 

have  a  ftronger  objedion  to  thi,  Sfi'*  ff^v"      *"?  '/^?^  % 

verfe.  which  is  thi  it  feem.  to  t^""^'^ ^^ ^^Zf  *^^Tf 

contradia what i, raid bef««.ver.  t^'^-X^^^^^l 

3>3-  radife.        /f^of. 

The  fun  —  was  bafting  now  witb        551.  — —  bermc  games}   The/ 

fr^mt  carreer  were  not  now  npon  the    watch, 

T«  th*  ocean  iles^  they  awaited  night;  but  their  arms 

wexv 


I 
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Still  as  it  rofe,  impoffible  to  climb. 

Betwixt  thefe  rocky  pillars  Gabrid  iat, 

Chief  of  th'  angeUc  guards,  awaiting  nights        550 

About  him  exercised  herbic  games 

Th*  unarmed  youth  of  Heav'n,  but  nigh  at  hand 

Cbleflial  armoury,  (hields,  helms,  and  fpears. 

Hung  high  with  diamond  flaming,  and  with  gold. 

Thither  came  Uriel,  gliding  through  the  even    555 

On  a  fun  beam,  fwift  as  a  fliooting  (tar 

In 

were  rctdy.     The  Angeli  would  Nare  per  aBftatem  liqmdam  fa- 

not  be  idle,  but  employed  them-  fpexeris  tgmen.      Ricbmnffim, 
felves  in  thefe  noble  exerdfes.    So 

die  foldien  of  Achilles  during  his  5^6.  Om  a  fun  Uamy']  Uriels 
ooarrel  with  Agamemnon,  and  (b  glidmg  down  to  the  earth  ooon  a 
uie  infemd  Spirits,  when  their  ion-beam,  with  the  poet's  devico 
chief  was  gone  in  feareh  of  the  to  make  him  iU/ciud^  as  well  an  hit 
new  creation,  11.  528.  Itlcharifm.  return  to  the  fun,  as  in  hb  coming 
955..— -^M»^  thrimgh  the  tven\  from  it,  IS  a  ]^ettiiie(s  that  m^ht 
That  b  thro*  that  part  of  the  he-  have  been  admired  in  a  little  fan. 
mifphere,  where  it  was  then  even-  dful  poet,  but  feems  below  the  |e- 
ing.  Evening  (fays  Dr.  Bentley)  nius  of  Milton.  The  deficriptHm 
is  no  place  of  fpace  to  g^de  thro' :  of  the  hoft  of  armed  Angels  walk- 
no  more  is  day  or  night,  and  yet  ing  their  nightly  round  in  Paradifc. 
in  the  fenfe,  which  i  have  given  is  of  another  fpirit, 

CO  mitn^  Milton  fays  in  the  neart      So  faying,  on  he  led  his  radiant 
verfe  but  one  thwarts  the  mghtf  £]^  ^ 

and  elfcwhere  fpeaks  of  the  cv^nes      noaline  the  moon : 
^4Uy.  Pearcc.  &"«»««». 

Li  ver.  792.  Uriel  is  faid  to  be  ar*  as    that  account    of  the  hymns 

riv*d  from  the  funs  decMne^  which  which  our  firft  parents  ufed  to  hear 

is  no  more  a  place  than  the  even-  them  fing  in  thefe  their  midnight 

snK>  but  beautifully  poetical ;  and  walks,  is  altogether  divine,  and  in- 

juSify*d  by  Virgil,  Geor?.  IV.  59.  expreflibly  amuiing  to  the  imagina^ 

where  a  fwarm  of  bees  fails  thro*  tion:  Aidifon. 

the  glowing  fummcr :  As  Uriel  was  coming  from  the  fuai 

£  e  3  (o 
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Alien  fiom  HcaVn,  with  psffioos  fool  bbfaiE^a;  a-   I 

Mine  eye  pttrfbcd  him  ftill,  l«  '^    I 

Loft  fi^  of  him:  one  of  t|ft  htnilh^d  crewi »  '•z   I 
I  fear^  hath  vtotiir'd  from  fbe  deep,  tOTlife  w  ^^f  I 
New  trcubles;  him  thy  care  mail  be  tO'fiiidfti:  JJ^  I 
To  whom  the  wmged  warrior  tbiu  rctnm^d^^^'^    I 

Uriel,  no  wonder  if  thy  per&d  fight^ •'    ''      I 

Amid  the  fun*8  bright  circle  where  thou  fitft,  I 

See  far  and  wide:  in  at  this  gate  none  pift  | 

The  vigilaDce  here  placed,  but  fuch  as  come  580 
Well  known  from  Heav'n ;  and  fince  meridian  hour 
No  creature  thence:  if  SpiVit  of  other  fort. 

So 

1)0.  Uriel  marked  them  then,  and   ver.  $56.]  To  make  Urid  dffcnit 
reports  them  now.  for  more  eaie  and  expeditioii*  bo^ 

in  his  way  /hm  the  tun,  and  »»  ^ 
^qti,  Jteturtf don  that  bright  biam^   fun  again.     But  Milton  had  M 
wh^e  point  now  rais*J}    He   Aich  £vice  here :  he  makea  Und 
fttppofes,  that  he  Aides  hack  on  the   eome  from  the  inn,  noc  on  a  i^ 
fame  beam  that  he  came  upon ;  fcendinr^  bqt  on  a  /m«/  ray,  nr. 
which  fun-beam  he  confiders  not    541,  from  the  fun^s  ri^l^Sv^ 
us  ft  flowing  pun£tom  of  light,  bat  the  eaft  in  the  very  margin  of  ibt 
as  «  OQodnueiEi  rod  extending  from   horizon.     Here's  no  tikk  tiun  er 
fun  to  earth.    The  extremity  of  device;  but  perh&i»  a  too  gml 
this  rod,  while  Uriel  was  difcourf*   affedtation  to  mow  his  philoJa^l 
ing,  and  the  fun  gradually  defcend-   as  in  the  next  lines,  on  thb  coai> 
}ng,  muft  needs  be  raifed  up  higher   mon  occafion  of  the  fun^s  lettai^ 
than  when  he  came  upon  it;  and   he  ftarts  a  doubt  whether  diatv 
confequendv  the  rod  lm€  him  Jkpi  produced  in  the  Ptdemaic  or  Qn^ 
Mvaaii«ri/ buck  iigain.    This  has   nernican  way.  Bat  this  licdeAftli 
^een  reprefttKod  as  a  pretty  device,   he  makes  ample  amenda  for. 
but  below  the  ^eaios  of  Mihoni  JSadgN 

(Sfe  Mr«  i^M%ni%  temaik  oa 
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nindcd,  have  o'crlcap'd  thcfc  earthy  bounds 
purpofe,  hard  thou  know'ft  it  to  exclude 
ritual  fubftance  with  corporeal  bar.  585 

if  within  the  circuit  of  thefc  walks, 
whatfocver  (hape  he  lurk,  of  whom 
ou  teirft,  by  morrow  dawning  I  ihall  know, 
k)  promised  he ;  and  Uriel  to  his  charge 
^urn*d  on  that  bright  beam,  whoie  pomt  now  rm^d 
*e  him  flope  downward  to  the  fun  now  fidl'n  591 
leath  th' Azores;  whether  the  prime  orb, 
redible  how  fwift,  had  thither  roU'd 
irnal,  or  this  lefs  voliibil  earth. 

By 

92.  BiMtMih  t^  Jscoresi]  They     Impobefciue  manns  mirata  vola- 
ilands  in  the  great  Atlantic  or  bile  buxum. 

kern  ocean ;   nine  in  number  ;  Virg.  iEn.  VII.  38a* 

imonly  caird  theTerceras,  from 

of  them.    Some  confound  the   he  writes  it  <vohible  when  he  makea 
iiaries  with  them.  the  fecond  fyllable   ihort  as  ia 

Hume  and  Richard/on,    IX.  4^6.    hy  Jbortir  fight  to  tb$ 

eajl,  bud  left  him  there  at  the 
1.  — —  ^whether  the  prime  erh,  Azores,  it  being  a  lefs  motion  for 
The  fun  was  ntrw  falVn  he-  the  earth  to  move  from  weft  to  eaft 
th  tF  Axores^  with  three  fyl-  upon  its  own  axis  according  to  the 
lesy  for  fo  it  is  to  be  pronounced :  fyftem  of  Copernicus^  than  for  the 
^hery  not  njibither  as  in  Mil-  Heavens  and  heavenly  bodies  to 
*s  own  editions,  the  frime  orh,  move  from  eaft  to  weft  accoiding 
I  fan,  had  roifd  thither  diurnal^  to  the  fyftem  of  Ptdomy.  Our 
It  is  in  a  day's  time,  with  an  in-  author  in  hke  manner.  III.  57^. 
diUe  fwift  motion;  or  this  lefs  queftions  whether  the  (on  was  m 
^Ml  earthy  with  the  fecond  fyl-  the  cent^  of  the  world  or  not,  fo 
te  long  as  it  ii  in  the  Latin  icrupnloot  was  he  in  dedaiing  for 
Wlui  Wl  fyfiem  gf  philofc^hy. 

598.  Vvm 


I 
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By  fhorter  flight  to  th'caft,  had  left  him  there    595 
Arraying  with  rcfledled  purple'  and  gold 
The  clouds  that  on  his  weftem  throne  attend. 
Now  came  ftill  evening  on,  and  twilight  gray 
Had  in  her  fober  livery  all  things  clad ; 
Silence  accompanied ;  for  beaft  and  bird,  600 

They  to  their  grafl^^  couch,  thefe  to  their  nefts 
Were  flunk,  all  but  the  wakeful  nightingale; 
She  all  night  long  her  amorous  defcant  fung; 
Silence  was  pleas'd :  now  glow'd  the  firmament 


59S.  Now  came  fiill  etfemng  en, 
&c.]  This  is  the  fiHl  evening  in  the 
poem;  for  the  action  of  the  pre- 
ceding books  lying  out  of  the 
fphere  of  the  fun,  uie  time  could 
not  be  computed.  When  Satan 
came  firft  to  the  earth,  and  made 
that  famous  foliloquy  at  the  be- 

f  inning  of  this  book,  the  fun  was 
igb  in  his  meriditn  tvwer ;  and  this 
is  the  evening  of  that  day;   and 
furely  there  never  was  a  finer  even- 
ing;  words  cannot  furnifh  out  a 
more  lovely  defcripdon.  The  great- 
eft  poets  in  all  ages  have  as  it  were 
vy*a  one  with  another  in  their  de- 
fcriptions  of  evening  and  night; 
but  for  the  variety  of  numbers  and 
pleafine  images  I  know  of  nothing 
parallelor  comparable  to  this  to  be 
found  among  all  the  treafnres  of 
ancient  or  modem  poetry.  There 
is  no  need  to  point  out  the  beauties 
of  it;  it  muift  chann  avery  bod/f 


With 

who  does  but  read  it  or  hear  it  I 
can  recoiled  only  one  defcripdon 
fit  to  be  mentioned  after  this,  tnd 
that  is  of  a  fine  moonfhiny  n^ 
by  way  of  fimilitude  in  Homer, 
Iliad  VIII.  551.  where  Mr.  Pope 
has  taken  more  than  ordinary  ptins 
to  make  the  tranflation  excellent 
as  the  original. 

Kct/  VATar  M^ayoBtf  j^*  ctp*  uVip- 

pAyn  A^nrn®-  «r|9af, 
nai7«  /•  7*  tiXtTAt  «rr^'  ^ 

As  when  the  moon,  refulgent  lamp 

of  night, 
O'er  Heav*n*s  clear  azure  Ipreadi 

her  facred  ligh^ 

When 


ti 
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^ith  living  faphirs :  Hefperus,  that  led  605 

rhe  ftarry  hoft,  rode  brighteft,  till  the  moon 
Elifing  in  clouded  majefty,  at  length 
Apparent  queen  uhveil'd  her  peerlefs  light, 
/Vnd  o*er  the  dark  her  filver  mantle  threw. 

When  Adam  thus  to  Eve*    Fair*  Confort,  th'hour 
Of  night,  and  all  things  now  retired  to  reft         611 
kfind  us  of  like  repofe^  fince  God  hath  fet 
!^bor  and  reft,  as  day  and  night,  to  men    ' 
ucceffive ;  and  the  timely  dew  of  fleep 

Now 

When  not  a  breath  difturbs  the  long,  yet  t  am  perfuaded  the  lea. 

deepferene»  der,  cannot  but  be  pleas'd  with  it^ 

\iid  not  a  cloud  o^ercafts  the  fo-  as  it  is  a  fort  of  continuation  of  the 

lemn  fcene ;  ^ame  beautiful  fcene. 
Vroond  her  throne  the  vivid  pla-       598.  ^^andt^ii^httrq^']  Milton 

nets  roll,  is  very  fingular  in  Ac  frequent  and 

knd   ftan   unnumbered  gild  the  pardcular  notice  which  he  takes 

glowing  pole,  of  the  twilight,  whenever  he  has 

y&t  the  dark  trees  a  yellower  occafion  to  fpeak  of  the  evening. 

Y^nre  (hed,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  met 

ind  tip  with  filver  evtry  moon-  with  the  fame  in  any  other  poet; 

tain*8  head ;  and  yet  there  is,  to  be  fure,  lome- 

rhcti  flnne  the  vales,  the  rocks  in  thing  fo  agreeable  in  that  foft  and 

profpea  rife,  eentle  light,   and  fuch  a  peculiar 

k  flood  of  glory  burfts  from  all  fragrance  attends  it  in  the  fummer 

the  ikies :  months,   that  it  is  a  circumflance 

rhe  confdous  fwains,  rejoicing  in  which  adds  great  beauty  to  hb  de- 

the  iight,  fcription.    I  have  often   thought 

Sye  the  blue  vault,  and  bleis  the  that  the  weaknefs  of  our  jpoet*f 

ufeful  iight.  eyes,  to  which  this  kind  oflight 

muft  be  vaftly  pleafant,  might  be 

ilton*s  defcription,  we  fee,  leaves  the  reafon  that  he  fo  often  intro- 

r,   where  Homer's  begins ;  and  doces  the  mention  of  it.    Tbfer, 
»*  che  quotfttum   is   ibmewhat      ti^^^^^^miibitimifdewtf'Jfeep 

Nettf 
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Now  felling  with  foft  flumbrous  weight  inclines  615 

Oar  eye-lids:  other  creatures  all  day  long 

Rove  idle  unemploy'd,  and  lefs  need  reft}.' 

Man  hath  his  daily  work  of  body*  or  mind  ' 

Appointed,  which  declares  his  dignity. 

And  the  regard  of  Hcav'n  on  all  his  wa^t       ^20 

While  other  animals  nnaftive  range. 

And  of  their  d<ung6  God  takes  no  accoont,       ...1    1^ 

To  morrow  ere  frefli  morning  ftreak  the  eaft  C 

With  firft  approach  of  light,  we  muft  be  rifcn,         I 

And  at  our  pleafant  labor,  to  refijrm  615    \ 

Ywi  flow'ry  arbors,  yond«-  alleys  green,  S 

Our  walk  at  noon,  with  branches  overgrown. 

That  mock  our  fcant  manuring,  and  require 

MOR 

AEmd  /a^Bg  witb  fi/i  fimBrmi        6i8.    That  Mtti  aw  Jual  m- 

•weiglil  vuliiti  imriiig,]    Mauoriog  i>  Mt  kl 

Ov  tfi-iidt :  ]    Spenfer,    Fury  be umieiflood k the coauMii ... 

Q^eco,  B.  1.  Cant.  i.  Sl  36.  but  u  working  with  hand^  p  in 


The  drooping  night  thut  creopeth    ^f™*  ^m^ww  j  "ti^  u  mm- 

on  them  faft,  diately  after,  to  lop,  to  nd  «K^ 

Aoithtf»ih*m^lMA^ihtir^.   What  i!  fcatter'd.         KthmOm. 

As  meilengcr  of    Mowftwuj    <m   '""  '"'^«»  •^  fi*^  ^"^tm  /«* 

riftnt^  /o^"'  ™  our  poet's  own  ww4 

SwtljLmlri«e  Jn«,  tii  -wiUi  H  "f  ■  440-    *(P  A#i<r,  the  udtf 

fitet  ii,m  iiJu    Thyer.  °^  "^  '«•"&  ""t  of  whom  ]  wB 

■^    '  '  made.  //„,. 

627.  Ow  lao/i]  In  the  firll  edi-   We  have  another  view  of  ow  W 

tjon  it  WM  «w  mMilh,  in  the  fc-    parentj  in  their  evening  difowiJiii 

ciMd  and  all  foUowiiig  m  waU.       wUcb  an  full  of  plcafing  ipuf9 

aad 
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hands  tfaas  ours  to  lop  their  wanfon  growth: 
bloflbms  alfb^  and  thofe  dropping  gums^    630 
ie  beftrown  unfightly  and  unfmooth^ 
ddance,  if  we  mean  to  tread  with  eafe; 
while,  as  Nature  wills,  night  bids  us  reft, 
whom  thu$  Eve  with  perfect  beauty*  adorn 'd. 
uthor  and  Difpofer,  what  thou  bidft  63  r 

ued  I  obey;  fo  God  ordaim; 
» thy  law,  thou  mine:  ta know  no  more 
onan's  happeft  knowledge  and  her  praife« 
thee  converting  I  forget  all  time; 
afons  and  their  change,  all  pleafe  alike*       640 
is  the  breath  of  morn,  her  riling  fweet, 
charm  of  earlieft  birds;  plealant  the  fun. 

When 

itiments  fuitable  to   their  It  was  now  an  eternal ^raarf  ver. 

m    and  charaders.      The  a6S.  and  we  (hall  read  in  X.  677. 

>f  Eve  in  particular  is  dref-  of  the  changes  made  after  the  fall, 

in  foch  a  foft  ^J^  to  bring  in  change 

the  wori^  M  cannot  b.  offeafiMwtoeacTidimej^had 
l\yaij,mcd     MJi/«,.  thefpring 

I^J^'tZi    A 1      ii^.'?     Perpetntl  fink  on  eaith  wkh  Ter- 
aid  underftand  here  the  fea-  ^^  ^^^^^ 

the  day,  and  not  of  the 

So  in  VIII.  69.  we  read  And  we  may  farther  obfert'c,  that 

r^.«,  hours,  or  days,  or  Eve  in  the  following  chamingUi« 

mths   or  vca^s  •  mentions  mormng,   evernnr,   mgBi. 

mths,  or  years .  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  and  not  the 

X.  200.  he  fays  Adam  and  feafons  of  the  year, 
rtake  tite  feafin  frim  fir       641.  Wnet  is  the  hreatb  rftmm^ 
fintsy  that  is  the  morning.  Ac]  Mr.  Dryden  in  his  preface  to 

Juvenal 
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I 

When  firft  oft  this  delightful  land  he  fpreads 
His  orient  beams,  on  herb,  tree,  froit,  and  flower, 
Glift'ring  with  dew ;  fragrant  thefertil  fluth.      645 

m 

After  foft  fhow'rs^  and  fweet  the  coming  on 

Of  grateful  evening  mild ;  *  then  filent  night 

With  this  her  folemn  bird,  ^d  this.£dr  moon. 

And  thefe  the  gems  of  Ifeav'n,  her  flarjry  train : 

But  neither  breath  of  morn,  when  (he  afcends    650 

With  charm  of  earlieft  birds;  nor  rifing  fun 

On  this  delightful  land;  nor  herb,  &uit,  flower, 

Glift:'ring  with  dew ;  nor  fragrance  after  (bowers ; 

Nor  grateful  evening  mild;  nor  filent  night 

With  this  her  folemn  bird,  nor  walk  by  moon,  655 

Or  glittering  ftar-light  without  thee  is  fweet. 

But  wherefore  all  night  long  (hine  thefe?  for  whom 

This 

Juvenal  has  obferved   upon   our  Terfes  has  fomething  in  it  of  a  pt« 

author,  that  he  could  not  £nd  any  ftoral,  yet  it  excels  the  ordinarjr 

elegant  turns  in  him  either  on  the  kind,  as  much  as  the  fcene  of  it  u 

words  or  on  the  thoughts.      But  above  an  ordinary  field  or  meadow. 

Mr.  Addifon  in  one  of  the  Tatlers  648.  fFtth  this  her  folemn  hinl,} 

(N^ii4. )   quotes   this  delightful  The  nightingale,  mofi  mu/ualt  atofl 

paflage  in  vindication  of  Milton,  pulancboly^    as  he  (ays  elfewhere. 

and  remarics  that  the  variety  of  She  is  call'd  the  folemn  nigbHrngaU^ 

images  in  it  is  infinitely  pleafing,  VII.  435. 

and  the  recapitulation  of  each  par-  660.  Daughter  of  God  and  Mau^ 

ticular  image,  with  a  little  varying  accomplifb^d  E*ve^  Mr.  Pof^ 

of  the  expreffion,    makes  one  of  in  his  excellent  notes  upon  Homer, 

the  fined  turns  of  words  he  had  B.  i .  ver.  97.  obferves,  that  thofe 

ever  feen.     He  farther  obferves,  aj>pellations  of  praife  and  honor, 

that  tho*  the  fweetneft  of  thefe  with  which  the  heroes  la  Homer 
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This  glorious  fight,  when  deep  hath  ibut  til  eyes? 

To  whom  our  general  anceftor  reply*d.         . ,  \ 
>aughter  of  God  and  Man,  accomplifh'd  Eve,  ?j  ii6o 
rhefe  have  their  courfe  to  fini(h  round  the  earth, 
ly  morrow  evening,  and  from  land  to  land 

n  order,  though  to  nations  yet  unborn, 

iliniilring  light  prepared,  they  fet  and  rife; 

jcA  total  darknefs  ihould  by  night  regain  665 

ler  old  pofTeflion,  and  extingui(h  life 

n  nature  and  all  things,  which  thefe  foft  fires 

^ot  only'  inlighten,  but  with  kindly  heat 

)f  various  influence  foment  and  warm, 

Temper  or  nourifh,  or  in  part  (hed  down  670 

rheir  flellar  virtue  on  all  kinds  that  grow 

)n  earth,  made  hereby  apter  to  receive 

Perfeftion 

)  frequently  falute  each  other,  tions  and  even  in  Milton^s  own  I 
rere  agreeable  to  the  fUle  of  the  find  Thofi ;  becaufe  it  is  faid  before^ 
ndent  times,  as  appears  from  fe-    ver.  657. 

eral  of  the  like  nature  in  Scrip-  g^  wherefore  aU  night  long  fhine 

ire.  Milton  has  not  been  wantmg  ^^^^ 
>  give  his  poem  thb  call  of  anti- 

uity,  throughout  which  our  firft  and  afterwards,  ver.  674. 

arents  ahnolt  always  accoft  each  y-^  ^y^^^  th^^gj^  unbeheld  in 

ther  with  fome  title,  that  expreffes  ^^p  ^f  j^^y^^ 

.  refpea  to  the  dignity  of  human  shinc  not  in  vain; 
ature. 

661.  7hefe  have  their  courfe']  I  both  which  paflages  evmce  that 

ave  prcfum'd  to  make  a  fmall  al-  Thofe  here  is  an  error  of  the  prefs. 

rration  here  in  the  text,  and  read  671.    7hcir  pilar  'virtue']    As 

he/e^   tliough  in  moll  other  edi-  Milton  was  an  univerfal  fcholar,  fo 

he 
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Perfeftion  from  the  fun's  more  potent  ray. 
Thefe  then,  though  unbeheld  in  deep  of  nigh^     674 
Shne  not  in  vain;  nor  tliink,  though  men  were  noney 
That  Heav'n  would  want  fpedhtors,  God  want  praiio: 
Millions  of  fpiritual  creatures  walk  the  earth 
Unfeen^  both  when  we  wake,  and  when  we  ileq): 
All  thefe  with  ceafeleis  praife  his  works  behold 
Both  day  and  night:  how  often  from  the  fteep  68« 
Of  echoing  hill  or  thicket  have  we  heard 
Celeftial  voices  to  the  midnight  air. 
Sole,  or  refponfive  each  to  others  note, 
Smging  their  great  Creator?  oft  in  bandar  684 

While  they  keep  watch,  or  nightly  rounding  walk 
With  heavenly  touch  of  inflrumental  founds 

In 

he  had  not  a  little  afTcfUtlon  of  of  mortal  men,  clothed  with  air, 

fiiowii^  his  learning  of  all  kinds,  wandVine  every  where  diroogh  the 

lod  makes  Adam  difcourfe  here  earth.    See  Hefiod,  T.  120^12$. 

fomewhat  like  an  adept  in  aftro-  682.  Ceieftlal  nmces  to  the  mi* 

losj,  which  was  too  much  the  phi-  mght  «/r,]  Singinfi^  n  the 

lolophy  of  his  own  times.    What  midnight  air.  So  in  Virg.  Ed.  I.  jj, 

he  J-ays  afterwards  of  numberlefs  _  ^^^  frondator  U  amas. 
fpintual  creatures  walkmg  the  earth 

onfecDt  and  joining  in  pralfes  to  For  as  Dr.  Pearce  obferres  there 

their  great  Creator,  is  or  s  nobler  ihould  be  a  comma  after  note^  ditt 

drain,  more  agreeable  to  reafbn  the  conftrudtion  may  be  ^in^wg 

and  revelation,    as  well  as  more  their  great  Creator  to  the  midmim 

pleafing  to  the  imagination,  and  ar.      And  thb  notion   of   their 

leems  to  be  an  imitation  and  im-  finging  thus  by  night  is  agreeable 

provement  of  old  Hefiod's  notion  to  the  account  given  by  Lucretius, 

of  good  geniufesy  the  guardians  IV..  536. 

Quonm 
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Id  full  harmonic  number  join'd,  their  Ibngi 
IKnde  the  night,  and  lift  our  thoughts  to  Heaven. 

Thus  talking  hand  in  hand  alone  they  pals'd 
On  to  their  blifsAil  bow'r;  it  was  a  place  690 

Chos'n  by  the  fovran  Planter,  when  he  fram'd 
AU  things  to  Man's  deUghtfiil  ufcj  the  roof 
Of  thickeft  covert  was  inwoven  fliade 
I'Surel  and  myrtle,  and  what  higher  grew 
Of  firm  and  fragrant  leaf;  on  cither  fide  695 

Acanthus,  and  each  odorous  bulhy  fhnib 
Fenc'd  up  the  verdant  wall ;  each  beauteous  flower. 
Iris  all  hues,  rofes,  and  jeilamin 
Rear'd  high  their  floriOi'd  heads  between,    and 
wrought 

Moiaic; 

QnwaiB  noffivago  flrepitu,  loAo-  694.  Laurii  md  myrtle,1    Virg. 

que  jocanti  Eel.  II.  54. 
A<lCnttu>t  volgd  taciturna  filencia 

tumpii  £t  V09,   &  laori,   carpatn,   et  te 

Qionlat unique  fonos  fieri,    dul-  proxiina  myrte, 

ce^ne  querelas.  Sic  policx  quoniam  fuave«  mifce- 

THkm  quu  fundic  digiiii  puUaU  tiiodores.        Humt. 


Divide  tht    mghi.l    Into        6qS.  /m]    The  flower-de-luce 

3,  at  the  trumpet  did  among  fo  call'd  frdm  refembling  the  colors 

«H    Ancients,    founding    m    the  of  the  Iri*  or  rainbow.     Irii  ell 

Witch   wa»   relieved,    which  wa*  huts,  'Ctiax.'w  tf  all  ban,  ai  a  little 

Calkd  ^viJing  the  nighl.  before    we    have    imvevm    Jhadt 

—  cum  buccina  noflem  laurel  end  nefrtli,   thai  is  inwovea 

Ditidcret.       SJI.Ital.  VII.  154.  iha-Ie  a/ laurel  and  myrtle.     Such 

SltbardfuH.  omiQioni  ale  frequent  in  Milton. 

Vol.  I.  F  f  700  — /ii 
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Moifaic  ;  iuiderfix>t  the  violet,  ;^oo 

Crocus,  aod  hyacinth  with  rk^  iola^ 
Broider'd  the  ground,  more  Color'd  than  with  Aodc 
Of  coftlieft  emUem :  odier  creature  here, 
Beaft,  bird,  infeft,  or  worm  durft  enter  ncxK; 
Such  was  their  awe  of  Man.  In  ibadicr  bower    705 
More  lacred  and  fequefter'd,  though  but  fisign'd. 
Fan  or  Sylvanus  never  ilept,  nor  Nympl^ 

Nor 

700.        —m  tBe  vielti,  mr  uitlwr  tbs  wry  tan  of  H>* 

Crodis,  and  hyacinth']  Our  auihor  mer'j  rerfei  ii  obfcrred,  and  tbc 

has  laken  this  from  Homer,  who  cadence,    and  almofl    d>e    mk 

makes  the  fame  fort  of  flowers  to  finely  tranllated. 
spring  up  under  Jupiter  and  Juno       703.  Of  nfijufl  mbiam:}  Em- 

as  theylay  in  conjugal  embraces  £im  is  here  in  the  Greek  and  La^ 

upon  mount  Ua,  Iliad.  XIV.  347.  leofe  fbr  inlaid  floon  of  flone  ar 

rr         n>  '        an  wood,  CO  make  figures  mathenud* 

AtntT  y  ipimirVo.  t-ft  Ktfitiir,     ^"^  pavimenti  atqiic  nAkmm 
nS'''  u'tturSef  vcrmiculato.     £m«^. 

^      "^^  "  IS  in  the  firft  editionj  m  dw  fe- 

Clad  earth  perceivca,  and  from  ^"^  we  read  A  Jia£g  irmr,  bM 

her  bofom  poun  with  fuch  a  fpace  ai  ii  not  nfiat 

Unbidden  herbs,    and  Tolnntary   between  two  words,  aa  if  the  lcc> 

flow'rs ;  ter  r  had  occnpy'd  the  loom,  aid 

Thick  new-born  vioIetsalbftca>   ^7  fome  acddenc  had'mada  m 

pec  rpread,  imprelllon.   Iiifiia£tr  inatr  matfa 

And  cluftring  lotos  Iwell'd  the  riT-   0">i«  tbongly  the  fliadiaeft  ai  «c3 

ing  bed,  ai  the  rcttiedneli  of  the  plac^  anl 

And  ludden   hyacinths  the  turf  ^^  fhadinefs  is  a  principal  dicnin- 

bcffa-ow,  itance  of  the  defcHptioo,   and  tk 

And  flamy  crocus  made  the  ffloun-   bower  is  feldom  mcncion'd  but  il 

tain  glow.  U  called  fiaJj  bviatr,    \\\.  73^  ■ 

v,h.„  Mr.  P.E.  «n«k.ta  i.  ^I'^rfS -^ 'v*;,!!'- S 
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Faunus  haunted.    Here  in  clofc  reccfs 

\i  flowers,  garlands,  and  fwcet-fmelling  herbs 

ufed  Eve  decked  firft  her  nuptial  bed,  7I0 

heav'nly  quires  the  hymenaean  fung, 

Lt  day  the  genial  Angel  to  our  fire 

ght  her  in  naked  beauty  more  adorn'd, 

5  lovely  than  Pandora,  whom  the  Gods 

)w'd  with  all  their  gifts,  and  O  too  like       715 

In 

t  of  the  fimile  then  is  thu,  certain  ftandard>  and  what  ftandard 
never  was  a  more  ftiady,  more  proper  than  the  prefcnt  prac- 
acred  and  fequederM  bower,  tice,  and  efpecially  fmce  there  are 
i  but  in  iidlion,  than  this  feveral  inflances  of  the  fame  in 
.  reality.  Pan,  the  God  of  Milton  himfelf  ? 
rds,  or  Syhanus,  the  God  of  714.  More  lo*vely  than  Pandorat 
and  groves,  Wood-mmphy  or  &c.  ]  The  ftonr  is  this.  Prome- 
,  the  tutelary  God  of  huf-  theus  the  fon  otjapbet  (or  Japetus) 
en,  were  not  even  feignM  to  had  ftoFn  fire  from  Heaven,  jtnfis 
I  more  fweet  recefs  than  this  authentic  fire^  the  original  and  pro- 
un  and  Eve.  totype  of  dl  earthly  fire,  which 
.  IVithfouoersy']  Milton  ufu-  Jupiter  being  angry  at,  to  be  re- 
elb  it  foursy  but  here  it  is  veng'd  fent  him  Pandoroy  fo  call'd 
wo  fyllables  fioFwersy  which  becaufe  all  the  Gods  had  contri- 
me  imagin  that  he  writ  al-  bated  their  gifts  to  make  her  mor^ 
Hmtr  when  it  was  to  be  pro-  charming  (for  fo  the  word  fignifies). 
d  as  one  fy liable,  and/i^w/r  She  was  brought  by  Hermes  (Mer- 
it was  to  be  pronounced  as  cury)  but  was  not  received  by  Pro- 
rllables :  but  upon  farther  metheus  the  wifer  fon  of  Japlet 
lation  we  find,  that  when  he  (as  the  name  implies)  but  by  his 
.noes  the  word  as  one  fyl-  brother  Epimethcus  th^  uivwiferfoii, 
he  fometimes  fpells  xxfi^rwer  She  entic'd  his  fooliih  curiofity  to 
fometimes  fiourey  fometimes  open  a  box  which  (he  brought, 
and  fo  likewife  h(rwer  he  wherein  were  contained  all  manner 
differently  ho-iuery  h^wry  of  cvib.  Richard/on^ 
9xAJh<nver\\\iem(t/ho-'wer^  The  epithet  uwwifer  does  not  im- 
/bifwre.  It  is  fitting  that  all  ply  that  his  brother  Prometheus 
bould  be  reduced  to  fome  was  unwife.    Milton  ufes  unwifer^ 

F  f  i  as 
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In  lad  event,  when  to  th'unwifcr  foo 
Of  Japhet  brought  by  Hermes,  flie  infnar'd 
Mankind  with  her  fair  looks,  to  be  aveng'd 
On  him  who  had  dole  Jove's  authentic  fire. 

Thus  at  their  fhady  lodge  arriv'd,  both  flood,    720 
Both  turn'd,  and  under  open  iky  ador'd 
The  God  that  made  both  Iky,  air,  earth  and  heaven. 
Which  they  behcld>  the  moon's  refplendent  globe. 
And  ftarry  pole:  Thou  alfo  mad'ft  the  night, 
Maker  omnipotent,  and  thou  the  day,  72^ 


a;  any 


Latin  V 


vHtcr  would  iapru- 
>  •wifias  hi  Jteuld 
tttvi  bicit.  So  atJacisr,  timJiir, 
•vebtni/ntiar,  iraiuadior,  tiC.  mean 
ie/dcr,  &c.  f aam  far  tfi.  than  is  right 
and  fit,  and  imply  Icfs  than  o-jdax, 
tlnudmi,  Ilh.   in  the  poCtlve  degrre. 

720.  Thu!  at  ihtir  Jhad/  lodge  or- 
ri'Jd,  bolhfiili, 
,  Belh  turn  J,  S:c.  ]  A  great  ad- 
ftiirer  of  Milion  oblcrvcs,  that  he 
f'ometiraes  places  two  monoiyllables 
at  the  end  of  the  line  ilopping  at 
the  founh  foot,  to  adapt  tlie  mea- 
lure  of  the  verfe  to  the  fcnfei  and 
then  begim  the  next  line  in  the 
fame  manner,  which  hat  a  won- 
derful effefl.  This  artful  manner 
«f  writing  makes  tl)e  reader  fee 
them /and  and  lurn  to  worfhipGod 
before  they  went  inio  their  bower. 
If  ihis  manner  was  altcr'd,  much 
of  tike  fffiii  of  Uie  paiRiui'  would 
be  M. 


Which 

And  now  arriving  at  thelt  fhad; 

lodge 
Both  flood,  both  tum'd,  and  Mr 

der  open  Sky 
Ador'd  theGodt^ff. 

yi^.  —  lke  motn'i  riffl/mlM  ^Afa 
JiJJlarrjftlt:']  Vil^.  jEo.  V*l 

Lucentenique  globum  liioz^  Ti* 

taniaque  ailra. 

724.  —  Tlcii  el/a  ma4'fi  iBe  •fff', 
&c.  J  A  raallerly  naafttion  thfi. 
which  the  poet  maJce?  ro  their  ereo- 
ing  worlhip.  MoA  of  the  moJttii 
heroic  poets  have  imitated  il» 
Ancients,  in  beginning  a  fpwdi 
without  premifing,  thai  the  pcrfei 
faid  thus  and  thus;  but  as  it  ii 
caly  to  imitate  tlie  Ancients  in  ih- 
omiflion  of  two  or  three  word:,  il 
requires  judgment  to  do  it  in  futli 
3  manner  as  they  Aiall  not  be  ni'^' 
fed,  and  that  the  fpcech  may  begin 
naiuriDf 
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Which  we  in  our  appointed  work  employed 

Have  finifli'd,  happy  in  our  mutual  help 

And  mutual  love,  the  crown  of  all  our  blifs 

Qrdain'd  by  thee,  and  this  delicious  place 

For  us  too  large,  where  thy  abundance  wants     730 

Partakers,  and  uncropt  falls  to  the  ground. 

But  thou  haft  promised  from  us  two  a  race 

To  fill  the  earth,  who  fhall  with  us  extol 

Thy  goodnefs  infinite,  both  when  we  wake, 

And  when  wc  feek,  as  now,  thy  gift  of  fleep.    73  5 

This 

naturally  without  them.     There  h  fdace,  that  is  TJbou  maifi  &c.  as  in 

m  fine  inftancc  of  this  kind  out  of  vcf.  724.  Thou  M  madtft  the  night. 

Homer,  in  the  23d  chapter  of  Lon-  Dr.  Pearce  choofes  rather  to  read    •» 

rus.                                   Aidifin.  thus, 

conceive    Mr    Addifon  meant  —  the  crown  of  aU  our  bUfs 

Sea.  27.   and  the  mftance  there  Oidain'd  by  thee  in  this  delicious 

given  IS  of  Hedlor  being  firft  nam  d,  place. 

and  then  of  a  fudden  introduced  ^ 

as  rpeaking,    without  any  notice  The  con£b^6lion  no  doabt  is  fome- 

given  that  he  does  fo.     But  the  what  obfcure,  but  without  any  a)- 

traniition  here  in  Milton  is  of  ano-  teration  we  may  underfland    the 

ther  fort ;  it  is  firfl  fpeaking  of  a  pafTage  with  Dr.  Pearce  thus,  aid 

perfbn,  and  then  fuddenly  turning  thou  mad'ft  this  delicious  pUa :  or 

the  difcourfe,  and  fpeaking  to  him.  with  Mr.  Richardfon  thus,  happy  in 

And  we  may  obferve  the  like  tran-  our  mutual  help  and  mutual  love^  the 

fition  from  the  third  to  the  fecond  chief  of  all  our  blifs,  thy  gift,  and 

perfon  in  the  hymn  to  Hercules,  happy  in  this  delicious  Paradife :  or 

Virg.  ^n.  VIII.  29 1 .  thus,  hiMy  in  our  mutual  help  and 

ut  duros  miUelaborcs  mutual  lo^e,  the  cro^  of  all  our  blifs, 

Pcrtulerit.  Tu  nubigcnas,  inviae,  and  of  this  deUctcus  place 

bimembres  ^r.  ,   735-7% ^'-^ ofJlerpApT,  Bent- 

ley  reads  the  gtfty  and  obferves  that 

729.           and  this  delicious  place"]  it  is  word  for  word  from  Homer, 

JSr.  Bentley  reads  Thu  this  dclicicus  who  has  the  cxprcilion  frequently : 

F  f  3  Koz/AK* 
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This  faid  unanimous^  and  other  rites 
Obferving  none,  but  adoration  pure 
Which  God  likes  beft^  into  their  inmoft  bower 
Handed  they  went}  and  eas'd  the  putting  off 
Thefe  troublefome  difguifes  which  we  wear,       740 
Strait  fide  by  fide  were  laid;  nor  tum'd  I  ween 
Adam  from  his  fair  fpoufe,  nor  Eve  the  rites 
Myflerious  of  connubial  love  refiis'd: 
Whatever  hypocrites  auflerely  talk 
Of  purity  and  place  and  innocence,  y^^ 

Defaming 

Kotiino'etvl*  afi*  ATeiTAf  KAt  Ctph        744.    H^otevtr  ifftcriiit  &c] 
J^of^^v  ihov\o.  Our  author  calls  tfaofe,  who  nader 

But  thy  gift  is  right,  forinver.  6x1.  J  ^y^^\^^  greater  ouri^r  and  per- 

Milton  fays  that  Ga^^o/i^/r//^^  feaion  decry  wdfirbirf  mai^ 

W  reft  to  men  fucceffi^ei  therefore  f  ^^Y  ^^  ^\^^^  ^**«i^  "^^^ 

fleep  is  God's  gift :  and  Virgil  (whom  ^yPj^/^'i  "^d  fays  aftowds  this 

Milton  oftner  imitates  than  Homer)    ^\^r        °^1?^  ^  '''^  ^'4^  ? 
fays  of  flcep,  allufion  to  that  text  of  St.  Ptal, 

—  dono  Div6m  gratiffima  fcrpit.      V'^j^' ^ Y*  *'  */,  ^\  ^^  f^/^'* 

iEn.Il.269.     Fcarci.^fff't'^i^f^'^''''^^ 
^  UmesftmuftfaU  depart  from  thefaih^ 

j'^B.This faid unantmoiUi end otbtr  giving  heed  to  fedmcing  Sftrits  and 

rite  J  doffrins  of  DennU%  ffeaMmg  Uairnhj* 

Ohfer*ving  none,  but  adoration  pure  focriff^  having  their  coetfeUaet  Jear» 

Which  God  likes  heft,^  Here  Mil-  ed  with  a  hot  iron,  forUMf  t§ 

ton  exprefles  his  own  favorite  no-  marryf  &c. 

tions  of  devotion,  which,  it  b  well 

known,  *were  very  much  againft  750.  Hail 'wedded  Lffve^  Scc^'j  An 

any  thing  ceremonial ;  and  this  con-  ingenious  friend  has  informed  jbCi 

firms  what  was  obferved  in  his  life,  that  this  addrefs  to  wedded  love  is 

that  he  was  full  of  the  interior  of  borrowed  from  one  of  Taflb*s  let- 

rcligion,  tho'  he  little  regarded  the  ters ;  O  dolce  conpmttiome  de  *cMrr, 

exterior,    fhyer^  9  fiavt  ttmom  de  gU  amtm  teofrit  § 

bgjitim 
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ming  as  impure  what  God  declares 
»  and  commands  to  fome,  leaves  free  to  alL 
Maker  bids  increafe;  who  bids  abflain 
Dur  Deftroyer^  foe  to  God  and  Man  ? 
wedded  Love^  myflerious  law,  true  fource    750 
luman  ofepring,  fole  propriety 
iradife  of  all  things  common  elfe. 
lee  adult'rous  luft  was  driv'n  from  men 
>ng  the  beftial  herds  to  range;  by  thee 
ided  in  reafon,  loyal,  juft,  and  pure,  755 

Relations 

7  nodo^  &c.    The  quotation  for  by  myfterious  he  (Dr.  Bentley) 

fwell  this  note  to  too  great  means,   itfelf  hidden  or  c9nceaTd% 

th ;  but  the  reader,  who  un-  and  Milton  means,  containing  fome 

ids  Italian,  may,  if  he  pleafe,  hidden  meaning  in  it,  befides  the 

re  the  original  with  our  an-  plain  precept  which  appeared, 
and  he  will  eafily  perceive  Pearce. 

an  exceUcnt  copier  Milton  _  ^j.  ^^^.     ^,„„^  ,/^,  -j 

5  judicious  .n  omimng  fomc  D/*Bentleir  read,  W  all  thing,; 

fiances  ayn  imitating  othen.  ^m  ,y  fig„(fic  ^„.  i„*  this  plate, 

;n  one  of  Taffo.  letter,  to  ^  /^ots  in  vcr.  +ii.  and  in  V. 

anon  S.gnor  HercolcTaflb.  .       yj  ^  Jlfewhere. 

.  p.  150.   Edit.  In  Venetia,      ^^  ^  Pearce 

.  —  fnyflerious  /aw,']  That  753.  By  thee  adulterous  luft  &c.  ] 

uding  a  myflery  in  it,  in  the  Mr.  Lauder  afTerts  that  thefe  lines 

fenfe  as  myflerious  rites  are  are  copied  from  the  panegyric  on 

I  of  before.     He  plainly  al-  marriage  in  the  Triumphus  Pacis  or 

to  St.  Paul's  calling  matri-  congratulatory  poem  on  the  peace 

a  myftiry,  Eph.  V.  32.     No  betwixt  Holland  and  England  in 

Jien  for  Dr.  Bentley's  tnjffti-  1655  by  Cafpar  Staphorfbus  : 

"Crrd'toVe'S^^i;     Aufpice  te.  fugiens  alieni  fubcub. 

r  at  all>  i*  eafily  anfwer'd;  * 

F  f  4  Dira 
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Relations  dear,  and  all  the  charities 

Of  father,  fon,  and  brother  firft  were  koowB.' 

Far  be'  it,  that  I  fhould  write  thee  fin  or  Uam^ 
Or  think  thee  unbefitting  holieft  place. 
Perpetual  fountain  of  domeftic  fweets,  760 

Whofe  bed  is  undefil'd  and  chafie  pronounc'd» 
Prefent,  or  paft,  as  faints  and  patriarchs  us'd. 
Here  love  his  golden  fiiafts  employs,  here  lights 
•-  His  conftant  lamp,  and  waves  his  purple  wiqgs^ 
*  Reigns  here  and  revels;  not  in  the  bought  finilc    76^ 

Of 

Dira  libido  hominamtotadegente   finity,  as  In  Cicero  De  Offidis,  I. 
repulfa  eft :  1 7*  Cari  funt  parentes,  cari  Wxttt 

Ac  tantum  gregibus  pecodum  ra-    propinqui,  familiares  ;  fed  omnei 
tione  carentiim  omnium  caritates  patria  nna  oooi- 

Imperat,  et  fine  lege  tori  fuHbun*'    plexa  eft.     It  is  ufed  likewife  ia 
da  vagatur.  this  manner  in  the  Italian,  and  bjr 

Aufpice  te,   quam  jura  probant,    Taftb  in  the  place  which  our  anther 
redumqne  piumque,  is  here  imitating.  Ma  Im  chmita  id 

Filius  atque  pater,  fraterque  in-  fgliwok^  edelfadn. 

notuit ;  et  quot 

Vincula  vicini  lodaront  fanguinis,       761.   Whofi  bed  is  tmitfiti  tad 

a  te  cbafte  fnmmmed;\  In  aDn- 

Nominibos  didicere  fuam  diftin-    £on  to  Heb.  XIII.  4.    Mmrumi  » 

guere  gentem^  honurabU  in  aU^  and  the  htdumdt/dei. 

And  it  is  poiBble  that  MHton  might   ^^^.^^^^^^^  «nnft  have  had  a  good 

have  fccn  Staphorftios  as  well  as   ""^X  ""^  T^J^  ^.  ^^  '^ 

Taflb  ^      ^^*  ^^  '^"^  wires.   And 

th^'  this  panegyric  upon  wedded 
756.  -^-'—  and  all  the  charitiu  ^  love  may  be  condemned  as  a  di- 
Charities  b  ufed  in  the  Latin  figni-  greffion,  yet  it  can  harxily  be  call*d 
fication,  and  like  caritates  compre-  a  diereffion,  when  it  grows  fo  na- 
hends  all  the  relations,  ail  the  in-  turalTy  out  of  the  fubjedl,  and  is 
dcarments  of  confanguinity  and  af-    introduced  fo  properly,  while  the 

adion 
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trlot8,  lovelefs^  joylefs,  tmindear'd, 
I  fruition ;  nor  in  court  amours, 

[  dance,  or  wanton  dkafk,  or  midnight  ball, 
irnate,  which  the  ftarv'd  lover  fings 

r 

:s  proud  fair,  beft  quitted  with  difdain.       ^^o 

:  luU'd  by  nightingales  embracing  ilept, 

)n  their  naked  limbs  the  flow'ry  roof 

Vd  rofes,  which  the  mom  repaired.  Sleep  on,  '' 

pair;  and  O  yet  happieft,  if  ye  feek  $ 

ippier  ftate,  and  know  to  know  no  more.      77  r 

Now 

)f  the  poem  is  in  a  maimer  769.  Orfirenaie,  'which  the ftarqpj^^ 

ed,   and  while  Adam  and  Uverjpigs]   We  commonly 

B  lying  down  to  flcep;  and  {vf  ferenadt  with  the  French,  but 

ality  be  one  great  end  of  Miltom  keeps,  as  ufual,  the  Itafian    • 

that  end  cannot  be  better  word  /entuae^  which  the   ftarv^d 

sd  than  by  fuch  digreflions  lover  fings,  ftaru^d  as  this  compli- 

ind  that  upon  hypocrify  at  ment  was  commonly  pay*d  in  /§• 

V  part  of  the  third  book,  rem^  in  dear  cold  nights.  Horace 

mentions  this  circumftance,  Od.  III. 

"Reigns  here  and  rtvtbi']  X.  i. 
ur  author  here  fays  of  mar- 
[arino  applies  in  the  fame 
>  Venus  in  his  defcription 


Extremnm   Tanain  fi  biberes, 

Lycc, 
Saevo  nupta  viro,  me  tamen  af- 

peras 

Prqjedum  ante  fores  objicert  ia« 
colis 

Plorares  aquilonibus : 

and  faldy  applied  to  loofe   and  in  another  of  his  odes  he  has 
love,  was  really  true  of  that   preferred  a  fragment  of  one  of 
in  its  date  of  innocence.        thefe  fongs,  Od.  I.  XXV.  7. 
Amor  fi  traftuUa,  e  (juindi       Me  tuo  longas  pereunte  aode^ 
pera.    Ti^tr.  Lyaia,  donnis. 

776.  Ni^ 


Adon.  Cant.  2.  St.  114. 
I  probable  that  Milton  al- 
\  this  and  other  fuch  extra- 
is  of  the  poets,  and  meant 
hat  what  they  had  extrava- 
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Now  had  night  meafur'd  with  her  (hadowy  cone 
Half  way  up  hill  this  vaft  fublunar  vanity 
And  from  their  ivory  port  the  Cherubim 
Forth  ilTuing  at  th'  accuftom'd  hour  flood  arm'd 
To  their  night  watches  in  warlike  parade,  780 

When  Gabriel  to  his  next  in  pow'r  thus  fpake. 

Uzziely  half  thefe  draw  off,  and  coaft  the  foutfa 

With  ftridteft  watch}  thefe  other  wheel  the  nordt; 

Oar 

776.  Ntw  badmglt  mit^dnmb  right.    Half  nna^  wp  UU,  half  «lf 

herpadowy  cwu]  A  cone  is  towards  midnighty  the  third  hour 

a  figure  round  at  bottom,  and  Icf-  of  the  night;  th^ accuAnmi bevifx 

fening  all  the  way  ends  in  a  point,  the  firft  military  watch  to  take  didr 
.This  is  the  form  of  the  fhadow  of  rounds.  Spenfer,  Fairy  Queen,  B.  i. 

the  earth,   the  bafe  of  die  cone  Cant.  2.  St.  i. 

funding  upon  that  fide  of  Ae  globe  pj^^^  ^^  ^^^      op  tke  ». 

where  the  fun  is  not,  and  confe-  ^^  y.^^^        j^^ 

quently  when  tis  mght  there.  This  * 

cone  to  thofe  who   are   on   the  ^jf .  —  this  ntafi JuUmmr  ^m^^ 

darkened  fide  of  the  earth,  could  it  For  the  fhadow  of  die  earth  fweepi 

be  feen,  would  mount  as  the  fun  as  it  were  the  whole  arch  or  Tanit 

fell  lower,   and  be  at  its  utmoft  of  Heaven  between  the  earth  and 

highth  in  the  vault  of  their  hea-  moon,  and  extends  beyond  the  o^ 

ven  when  it  was  midnight.     The  bit  of  the  moon,  as  appeaia  from 

ihadowy  cone  had  now  arifen  half  the  lunar  edipfes. 
way,  confequently  fuppofing  it  to 

be  about  the  time  when  the  days  TJ%.  Jnd from  their  iimjftrik^l 

and  nights  were  of  equal  length  We  cannot  conceive  that  here  is 

(as  it  was  X.  329)  it  muft  be  now  any  allufion  tp  the  ivory  gate  of 

about  nine  o^  clock,  the  nfual  dme  fleep,   mentioned  by  Homer  and 

of  the  Angels  fetting  their  fentries,  Virgil,  from  whence  falfe  dreams 

as  it  inmiediately  follows.    This  is  proceeded ;  for  the  poet  could  ne- 

marking  the  time  very  poedcally.  ver  intend  to  infinuate  that  what 

^chardfm.  he  was  (ayine  about  the  ang^ 

guards  was  alFa  fidicm.    As  the 

777.  Half  *xitf  up  bill]  The-ex-  rock  was   of  alabafter,  ver.  543. 

prefiion  is  fometUoig  d^k^  but  it's  fo  he  makes  the  gate  of  ivGf)% 

k  *        which 


%\ 
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Our  circuit  meets  full  weft.    As  flame  they  part. 
Half  wheeling  to  the  fhield,  half  to  the  fpear.  785 
From  thefe,  two  ftrong  and  fubtlc  SpiVits  he  call'd 
That  near  him  ftood,  and  gave  them  thus  in  charge. 

Ithuriel  and  Zephon,  with  wing'd  fpeed 
Search  through  this  garden,  leave  unfearch'd  no  nook  5 

But  chiefly  where  thofe  two  fair  creatures  lodge,  790 

^fow  laid  perhaps  afleep  fecure  of  harm. 

This 

nrhich  was  very  proper  for  an  ea-  flame,  bat  this  fimlle  is  better  fuit- 
ftem  gate,  as  the  fined  ivory  cometh  ed  to  thofe  beings,  of  whom  the 
from  the  eafl ;    Irulia  miitit  thur^  Scripture  fays.  He  maketh  bis  angels 
Virg.  Georg.  I.  57.  and  houfes  and  JjnritSy  and  bis  minifters  a  Jlame  of 
palaces  of  ivory  are  mentioned  as  fin,  j^ 
inftances  of  magnificence  in  Scrip-        ^85.  Half  'wbeeling  to  tbe  JhUU^ 
ture,  ^  are  hkewifc  doors  of  ivory               ^^^  ^,  ^^  ^^^  Declinart 
in  Ovid,  Met.  IV.  185.  adbaftamnjeladfcuinm.  Livy.     to 
Lemnius  extcmplo  val*vas  patefe-  wheel  to  the  right  or  left.    Hume, 
dt  ebumas.  As  all  the  Angels  flood  in  the  ea- 
fl     TT    .  /  T   rr^i.  ^^™  g^^^>  ^c*r  "g^^^  ^^md  was  to 
782.  Uzziel,^   The  next  com-  ^^it  north,   to  tbe  ftean  their  left 
Handing   Angel  to   Gabriel;  his  y,^^  ^^  ^^it  fouth,  to  tbe  Jbield. 
lame  m  Hebrew  is  tbefirengtb  of  From /^^  that  wheel'd  to  the  fpear 
aod,  as  ^l  Gods  mighty  Angels  Gabriel  calls  out  two:   He  himfelf 
irc.        Hume.  tjj^  ^^  -y^  ^^^  company.    Sbield 

^    „  ,  ,  and  Jhear  for  left  hand  and  right, 

^J.H*  ^7*.  ^'u^'*'''  /^  ^*'}    w^e   t^^  'nen  arc   fuppofcd  in 
This  break  in  the  verfc  is  excel-    ^^,^  gi^„  ^  ^^    ^^  c^effion, 

ently  adapted  to  the  fubjea.  They  ^^^^  than  the  coWon  words  have, 
part  as  the  flame  divides  into  fe-  Bentln 

3arate  wreaths.  A  fhort  fimile,  but  ^' 

rxpreffive  of  their  quicknefs  and        78S.  Itburiel  and  Zefbon^"]  Two 

apidity,   and  of  their  brightnefs  Angels  having  their  names  as  in- 

md  the  fplendor  of  their  armour  dication  of  their  offices.  Itburiel  in 

It  the  fame  time.     Homer  in  the  Hebrew  tbe  difconfery  of  God,  Zefbon 

econd  book  of  the  Iliad  compares  in  Hebrew  a  Jecret  or  fearcber  of 

he  march  of|  the  Trojans  to  the  ficrtts*       Home* 

796.  —  atm 


J 
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This  evening  from  the  fun's  decline  arriv'd 
"Who  tells  of  fome  infernal  Spirit  feen 
Hitherward  bent  (who  could  have  thought ?)  efcap'd 
The  bars  of  Hell,  on  errand  bad  no  doubt:         795 
Such  where  ye  find,  feife  faft,  and  hither  bring. 

'         So  faying,  on  he  led  his  radiant  files, 
DazUng  the  moon;  thefe  to  the  bow'r  direft 
,  In  fearch  of  whom  they  fought:  him  there  they  found 

►    'Squat  like  a  toad,  clofe  at  the  ear  of  Eve,  800 

Affaying  by  his  devilifli  art  to  reach 
Th%  organs  of  her  fancy',  and  with  them  forge 
^Uufions  as  he  liA,  phantafms  and  dreams. 
Or  if,  ihfpiring  venom,  he  might  taint 
Th'  animal  fpirits  that  from  pure  blood  arife       805 

■jC)^.  ~-^  a>id  hilher  hriag.']  Dr.  804,  Or  if,  injuring  tiemm,  tic\ 

Bendey  reads  tbiihrr  to  the  oppofit  So  Virg.  JEa.  VU,  j;  i .  wha«  the 

fide,  the  well ;  where  the  parting  ferpent,  that  the  fury  AlcAo  li«l 

ffjiiadrons  would  meet  after  their  flung  upon  Ainata,    creeps  fofd/ 

lulf  circuits;  and  accordingly  (fays  over  her, 

he)  they  brought  Satan  thither,  to  t):_™_  ■  r  ■—. 

th*  B»#,™  a51,    V-,   BA,     H„t  vipereaminrpiransanimam— 

ine  tmlttrm  ttinl,    ver.   goi.     Uut       t,  ' ...  r  _f.  n-  1      ir 

there  are   twelve  lines   Cnce  the  " 

wift  was  mention'd,  and  that  was  The  conftniflion  is,    Affaying  to 

in  another  fpeech,  at  too  great  a  reach  the  oigani  of  fancy,  and  fo 

diftance  for  ibiibrr  10  be  referred  to  work  upon  her  by  phir.ialms 

to  it.     Itij  not  mention'd  in  this  and  dreams;   or  (afiaying)  if  he 

fpeech,  and  I  fee  no  reafon  why  might    taint    the    animal    fpirits, 

we  may  not  underiland  thefe  words  which  arife  from  pure  blood  as  foft 

with  Mr.  Richardfon,  bring  biibir,  and  ecDtle  airs  (rom  clear  rivcfi, 

that  is  lb  me  wberelbeverl  happen  and  by  tamdoE  tbc  aniinal  fpirits 
IP  be.  Blight   : 
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Like  gentle  breaths  from  rivers  pure,  thence  raifc 
At  leaft  diftemper'd,  difcontented  thoughts. 
Vain  hopes,  vain  aims,  inordinate  dcfires. 
Blown  up  v«rith  high  conceits  ingendring  pride. 
Him  thus  intent  Ithuriel  with  his  fpear  8  lo 

Touched  lightly ;  for  no  felfliood  can  indurc 
Touch  of  celeftial  temper,  but  returns 
Of  force  to  its  own  likenefs :  up  he  flarts* 
Difcover'd  and  furpris'd.  •  As  when  a  fpark  *    , 

Lights  on  a  heap  of  nitrous  powder,  laid  8 1  c ' 

Fit  for  the  tun  fome  magazine  to  ftore  • 

Againft  a  rumor'd  war,  the  fmutty  grain  ** 

With  fuddcn  blaze  diffused  inflames  the  air: 

So  ftarted  up  in  his  own  (hape  the  Fiends 

Baffc 

miglkt  raife  at  leaft  vain  thoughts,  8 1 6.  Fit  for  the  tun\  'Tis  com-     • 

if  not  finfal  anions.  monly  callM  a  barrel:   but  Mihon 

for  the  fake  of  his  verfe,  and  per- 

814.         *— -  Ai  nvbtn  aJPark  haps  for  the  fake  of  a  lefs  vulgar 

Lights  on  a  biop  of  nitrous  ponjoder^  term,  calls  it  a  tun  from  the  French 

&c.]  Ariofto  ufes  the  fame  iimile  tonneau^  any  calk  or  vefTel. 

tA  defcribe  a  iudden  ftart  of  paf-  Zi<).  So  farted  up  in  his  own  fitfe 

iion.     Orl.  Fur.  Cant.  I  a  St.  40.  the  Fiend,']    His  planting 

*.T         r  r    n  •.  ifi.  ««^     himfclf  at  the  car  of  Eve  under 

Non  cofi  fin  falmtro,  e  zolfb  poio     ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^ 

Tocco  dal  foco,  fubito  s  auampa.     ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  imaginations, 

Ev*n  as  fah- peter  mixt  with  brim-  is  a  circumflance  that  furpnfes  the 

(lone  pure,  reader;   as  his  ftartine  up  in  his 

Inflameth  (Irait,  when  once  it  feels  own  form  is  wonderfuuy  fine,  both 

the  fire.  Harrington  in  the  litteral  defcription,   and  in 

Thyer.  the  moral  which  is  concealed  undec 
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Back  ftept  thofc  two  fair  Angels  half  amaz'd      820 

So  fudden  to  behold  the  grifly  king; 

Yet  thus,  unmov'd  with  fear,  accoft  him  foon. 
Which  of  thofe  rebel  Spirits  adjudg'd  to  Hell 
J    Com'ft  thou,  efcap'd  thy  prifon?  and  transform'd, 
*■   Why  fatft  thou  like  an  enemy  in  wait,  825 

Here  watching  at  the  head  of  thefe  that  fleep? 
Know  ye  not  then,  faid  Satan  fill'd  with  fcorn, 
I    Know  ye  not  me?  ye  knew  me  once  no  mate 

For  you,  there  fitting  where  ye  durfl;  not  foar: 

Not^to  know  me  argues  yourfelvcs  unknown,      830 

•  The  loweft  of  your  throng ;  or  if  ye  know. 
Why  afk  ye,  and  fuperfluous  begin 

•  Your  meffage,  like  to  end  as  much  in  vain  ? 

•  To  whom  thus  Zephon,  anfw'ring  fcorn  with  fcom. 

Thmk 

It.    His  anfwer,   upon  hb  being  hii  own  {hap«,    and  Zephon  re- 

diTcover'd  and  demanded  to  give  bukes  him.  It  would  not  have  been 

an  account  of  himfelf,  is  confbnn-  lb  well,    if  the  fame  perfon  had 

able  to  the  pride  and  intrepidity  done  both. 

of  his  charafter.     Zsphon's    re-        8j;.  Tiwi  ml,  revollid  Sftril, 
buke,  with  the  influence  it  had  on  ihj/hapf  tht/amt, 

,        Satan,  is  exquifitel/  graceful  and        Or  'umUmimfiiJ  brigtitm/i  W  bt 
moral.     AiJifin.  iwvjii,']  Dr.  Bentl^judee* 

S'^^.  7o  luheni  thai  Ztphen,"]  Xe-  rightly   enough  that    the    preleat 

phon  i)  very  properly  made  to  an-  reading  is  faiilcy;  for  if  the  wordi 

fwer   him,    and   not  Ithuriel,  that  thy  Jhape  ibi /amt  in  in  ihe  aH»- 

each  of  them  may  appear  as  ac-  live  cafe  put  abfolutely,  it  i*  m- 

tors  upon  this  occafion.     Ithuriel  cefTary  that  »>iA'm'flf^Vlhould  fd- 

witb  hu  fpeu  refior'd  the  Fiend  to  low  brightnifi :  ntd  accordingly  ibe 
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A 

Xhink  not,  revolted  SpiVit,  thy  (hape  the  fame,  835* 
Or  undiminifh'd  brightnefs  to  be  known. 
As  when  thou  flood'ft  in  Heav'n  upright  and  pure  ; 
That  glory  then,  when  thou  no  more  waft  good^ 
Departed  from  thee';  and  thou  reiembleft  now 
Thy  fin  and  place  of  doom  obfcure  and  foul.      846 
But  come,  for  thou,  be  fure,  (halt  give  account 
To  him  who  fent  us,  whofe  charge  is  to  keep 
This  place  inviolable,  and  thefe  from  harm. 

So  fpake  the  Cherub  3  and  his  grave  rebuke, 
Severe  in  youthful  beauty,  added  grace  845 

Invincible :  abafli^d  the  Devil  ftood. 
And  felt  how  awful  goodnefs  is,  and  faw 
Virtue'  in  her  fliape  how  lovely;  faw,  and  pin'd 
His  lofs;  but  chiefly  to  find  here  obferv'd 

His 

i)oetor  reads  Or  hrigbtnefs  undtmi-  But  without  any  alteration  may  we 

mjb*d\  which  order  of  the  words  not  underftand  Jhapt  and  brightnefs 

we  muft  follow,  uidefs  it  may  be  as  in  the  accufative  cafe  after  the 

thought  as  fmall  an  alteration  to  verb  think  ?  Think  not  thy  fhape 

read  thus,  ^c  fame,  or  undiminilh'd  bright- 

Or  uXinSh-nnghtnef,  to  be        ^t^^Jj^^^iJT'li'v'T^ 

luft  as  in  I.  732.  we  have  ^ratior  et  pulchro  venicns  in  cor- 

^  u-   u     J         i pore  virtus. 

his  hand  was  hmm 

la  Heav'n  hy  many  a  towred  ftruc-        848.  Virtui  in  herjbape  how  Iwely;, 
turc  high,    Ftaru^  kQ.\  What  is  fiud  here  of  fmn^ 

Virtmg 
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llis  luftic  vllibly  impair'd}  yet  fceeoed    '       -    8f^ 
Undaunted.    If  I  muft  cootoid,  fitid  he,  O 

.  fieil  with  the  beft,  the  fender  not  the  &Jil« ' 
Or  all  at  once;  more  glory  will  be  won, . 
Orlefs  be  loft.    Thy  fear,  laid  Zepbon  bold, 

t-  Will  fave  us  trial  what  the  leaft  can  do  85^ 

Single  againA  thee  wicl»d,  and  thence  «eak:  -•  ^ 
The  Fiend  reply'd  not,  oretcome  vnth  ragft)  >'  * 
But  like  a  proud  fteed  rein'd,  went  haughty  on,  '' 
Champing  his  iron  curb:  to  ftriire  or  &y 
He  held  it  vain ;  awe  irom  above  had  quetPd  860 
His  heart,  not  elfe  difmay'd.  Now  drew  they  nigh 
The  weftcrn  point,  where  thofc  half-rounding  goardt 
Juft  met,  and  doling  ftood  in  fquadron  join'd. 

Awaiting 

Tirtae  in  htrfliapi  bc-vo  lovely  is  ma-  ijirdainfiil  txhavioar  on  this  occt- 

nifelU^  borrow'd  from  Plato  and  God    is   fo  remarkable  i  beao^i 

Cicero.  Fortnam  quidetn  ipTam  &  that  the  moft  ordinary  mtitt  caiK 

quail  feciem  honelli  videi,  qux  fi  not  but  talie  notice  of  it.     jUMfim, 

cciilis  ceroerctur,  mir abiles  amores  „     ,.,             .  «    ,     -     , 

(uc  ait  Plato)  excitarct  fapienti*.  Bxt  hk, mtr^d  fttid  rttm  J,  vim 

Cic.  de  Off.  I.  5.  ai  what  folfowi,  ^^  *««%••. 

fitw  -W  fin'd  hi,  hfi,  is  an  imita-  Cia^-^  ki  ,r,«  nirb. 

don  of  P«fms  Sat.  HI.  38.  ^hi.  littcrally  from  whtt  Mennnr 

VJrtutem  videant   intabcfcantque  fars  to  Prometheiii.  ^fdiyl,  Phmb, 

relifla.  Vinft.  1008. 

858.  ~^  lani  hauglif  on,']  Sa-  — S'd.umi  ffftitivf  itn^oyM 

taw  is  afterwards  led  to  Gabriel,  n*A®-,  ^tmC'  kai   vm  9H0 

the  chief  of  [fae  guardian  Angd),  f  *Xf*    I^JCf* 

wlw>  kept  w«di  ID  Pvadiic.    Hu  .... 
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m 


\waiting  next  command.    To  whom  their  chief   0 
Sabriel  from  the  front  thus  call'd  aloud.  S65r 

O  friends,  I  hear  the  tread  of  nimble  feet  ,  | 

Hafling  this  way,  and  now  by  glimpfe  djfcern 
tthuriel  and  Zephon  through  the  ftiadc, 
l!^d  with  them  comes  a  third  of  regal  port> 
But  fiided  fplendor  wan ;  who  by  his  gate  870 

And  fierce  demeanour  fecms  the  prince  of  Hell, 
N^ot  likely  to  part  hence  without  conteft; 
Stand  firm,  (ot  in  his  look  defiance  lours. 

.He  fcarce  bad  ended,  when  thofe  two  ap^oach'd, 
And  brief  related  whom  they  brought,  where  found. 
How  bufied,  in  what  form  andpofture  couch'd.  876 

To  whom  widi  ftern  regard  thus  Gabriel  fpake. 

Why 

96e.  Gabriilfnm  fhefroxi]  Ga-    Diomede  into  the  Trojan  catnp  n 
hriil »  prOQcniiiced  here  u  a  word  fpiei,  Iliad.  X.  JS3. 
of  thicc  {ylUblcs,  tho'  commonly 
it  ia  ufed  as  only  of  two ;  1  liberty 
which  Milton  takes  in  the  names  of 
f]ie  Angela. 

866.  Ofrindi,  Jhtaricc."]  Ga- 
briel's difcovering  Satan's  approacli 
M  ■-  diftance  is  drawn  with  great 
firength  itnd  livelinefi  of  imigina- 
tkin.  AtUi/im. 

The  learned  Mr.  Upton  in  his  Cri- 
tical OhfonMima  m  &hektj^ier  re- 
marks that  Milton  in  this  whole 
eufode  keeps  cloCe  to  his  mailer 
Homer,  who  fenda  out  UlyfTt 


IvJfaf  ft  tmvitt^tir  a/ift  Kfuref 

O  friend),   I  hear  the  tread  of 
nimble  feet. 


He  force  had  ended  when  thofa 
two  approacb'd. 


:)  and   Iwenng  ( 


-  luilb  flrm  rigariCl  An- 
the  Hometic  /Hr«r  J^if* 


3ib  PARADISE  I. OgT^  BbokflT. 

%rhy  ha£k  thou,  Satan,  broke  the  bdhnds  prercrib*d 
To  thy  tranfgrcffions,  and  diftorb'd  the  charge 
CM"  otfiers,  who  approve  not  to  tnuiTgrefa  880 

By  thy  example,  hot  have  pow'r  and  right 
Ttf  queftion  thy  bold  entrant  on  this  [^ace; 
•    Employ'd  it  fcema  to  violate  fleep,  and  thofe 
Whofe  dwelling  God  hath  planted  here  in  blifi? 

To  whom  thus  Satan  with  contemptuous  brow.  88^ 
Gabriel,  thou  hadft  in  Heav'n  di'efteem  of  wife, 
And  fuch  I  held  thee;  but  this  qucftion  a(k'd 
Puts  me  in  doubt.  Lives  there  who  loves  his  pain? 
Who  would  not,  finding  way,  break  loofe  from  Hell,   . 
•#   Though  thither  doom'd  ?  Thou  wouldft  thyfelf,  no 
And  boldly  venture  to  whatever  place  [doubt, 

Fartheft 

ii*/if&;  Iliad-  HI.   and  vttlftt  ptffms,  bnt  lie  could  tranlgrd*  la 

itmt  torve  inniittu,  Iliad.  IV.  hii  thou^t  and  aund  cvcij  a»- 

HMmt.  mcDt  t  yet  it  ii  good  fenfe,  tf  Ml' 

878.  —  brekt  iht  haundt prtfcrib'd  ton   mout  (u  I  (ayoaSe  be  did) 

To  ibf  traofgrejftoni,']  Dr.  Bentl^  thM  the  boondi  of  Hell  wen  bf 

reads  trmttfcurfmnt ;    uid  Mr.  Ri-  God  prefcrib'd  to  Satan'*  ttanfeiet 

chardCon  under&ndi  tna^graffiaia  lioot,  fo  ta  d>at  it  w»  iatcndedhe 

in  the  faine  fenfe.  But  a*  Dr.  Pcarce  Ihould  tran^rcTi  no  where  elfe,  bM 

obrervei,  though  it  it  right  to  fay  vritbi*  thofe  bound* ;  whereat  fea 

thatfasn^  are  prt/crib"!  io  hinder  wai  now  attemptiiw;  to  tntn^oft 

iranfinrJUns,  yet  I  think  it  ii  not  vjitbcat  them.     And  hy  thii  iater- 

proper  to  fay,  that  beunds  xre  pri-  pretation  we  fliall  not  nnderfiand 

firii'J  It   traiifnrfimu.      And   the  /rdM^^iMj  in  thefcnfeof  thepve 

coiteion  readiug  ii  juftifiablc  :    for  Latin,  and  tnnifirtfi  in  the  raf 

though  (u  Dr.  Boitley  fayi)  no  next  line  in  the  urual  Endilb  ac*    ' 

boumt  could  be  ietMSann'i/y*^  ceputioo,  bu  flull  aSx  tu^BM 


» 
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Fartheft  from  pain,  where  thou  might'ft  hope  to  change 
Torment  with  eafe,  and  fooneft  recompenfe 
Dole  with  delight,  which  in  this  place  I  fought  j 
To  thee  no  rcafon,  who  Jcnow'ft  only  good,    ,  89  c 
But  evil  haft  not  try'd :  and  wilt  objedb 
His  will  who  bound  us  ?  let  him  furcr  bar 
His  iron  gates,  if  he  intends  our  ftay 

In  that  dark  durance :  thus  much  what  was  afk'd. 

The  reft  is  true,  they  found  me  where  they  fayj  oog 

But  that  implies  not  violence  or  harm. 

Thus  he  in  fcorn.  The  warlike  Angel  niov'd, 

Difdainfully  half  fmiling  thus  reply'd. 

O  lofs  of  one  in  Heav'n  to  judge  of  wife. 

Since  Satan  fell,  whom  folly  overthrew,  po  c 

And 

notioii  both  to  the  one  and  the   torment  tvsth  eafi  is   according  to 
other.  the  Latins,  whom  Milton  often  fol* 

883.  —  to  tnolatejleep^  Shake-    lows.  GUindem  mamvtt  arifia.  Virg. 
(pear  in  Macbeth  has  a  fbonger   Gcorg.  I.  8. 
ezpreffion,   to  tnurdtr  JUepi    both        896.         ^^^  and  *wUt  oijeS 
et^ally  proper  in  the  places  where        His  'wUl  tvho  bound  usf  "]     If 
tnejr  are  employed.  thefe  words  are  to  be  read  with  a 

887.  —  but  this  quefiion  aftcd        note  of  interrogation  as  in  all  the 
Futs  me  in  doubt."]  Homer :  Thou    editions,  tbou  mxxSL  be  underilood» 
Icemedft  a  wife  man  formerly,  "bivv   and  Dr.  Bentley  choofes  to  read 
r  cep^r/  ^»Tt  fotKAf'    Bentley.        and  nvi/t  tbou"  objeS,     It  is  a  Con- 
89c.        — ^-  to  change  cife  way  of   fpeaking    fomewhal 

Torment  'with  eafe^']  We  common-  like  that  in  II.  730.  and  knoyf0 
hr  (ay  to  change  one  thing^or  ano*  for  whom.  But  I  have  fometimet 
nier,  aiMl  Dr.  ^ndey  would  read  thought  that  the  paiiage  may  bo 
%-  emfe  in  this  place :  bat  to  change   read  wkhoat  the  xlote  of  interro- 

G  g  z  gatioa 
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And  now  returns  him  frooi  his  prifon  Icap'd, 

Gravely  in  doubt  whether  to  fadd  them  wi£e 

Or  not,  who  aflc  what  tx^dnels  brought  him  hither 

Unlicenc'd  from  his  bounds  in  Hell  preicrib'd; 

So  wife  he  judges  it  to  fly  from  pain  910 

However,  and  to  (cape  his  punilhment. 

So  judge  thou  fUll,  prefomptubuSj  till  the  wrath, 

AVhich  thon  incurr'ft  by  flying,  meet  thy  flight 

Sevenfold,  and  icourge  that  wiTdom  beck  to  Hell, 

Which  taught  thee  yet  no  better,  that  no  pain    915 

Can  .equal  anger  infinite  provok'd. 

But  wherefore  thou  alone?  whercfinv  with  thee 

Came  not  all  Hell  broke  loofe?  is  pain  to  them 

Licfs  pain,  lefs  to  be  fled  }  or  thou  than  they 

I^fs  hardy  to  indurep  courageous  Chief,  920 

The  flrft  in  flight  firom  pain,  hadil  thou  alledg'd 

To  thy  defcrted  hoft  this  caufe  of  flight. 

Thou  furely  hadH  not  come  fole  furtive. 

To  which  the  Fiend  thus  anfwcr'd  fit)wning  ftero. 

Not 

gatioa,  by  joiniDK  h  in  COnfindioD  '^ht  fiirtefi,  thit  is  paja:  bat  Tib 
with  what  goe*  before  j  but  afkinz  ftrcifi  b  Tight,  and  we  bu^  nabr- 
Ihequeftioii  gjve*  a  li»rit  and  Hand  it  wmt  St.  Pearce  n^  fin^ 
^oickiie&  to  it.  tutatk,  or  with  Mr,  RkhaidM  fU 

Tiy  Jlirt^,i  Dr.  Bnfle/  mdi   fnb&ntire,  ai  gw  author  ofien  da 


4. 
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Not  that  I  lefs  indure,  or  (hrink  from  pain,        925 

Infulting  Angel ;  well  th(m  know'ft  I  flood 

Thy  fierccfl,  when  in  battel  to  thy  aid 

The  blafling  volied  thunder  made  all  fpeed. 

And  feconded  thy  elfe  not  dreaded  fpear. 

But  flill  thy  words  at  random,  as  before,  9 jo 

Argue  thy  inexperience  what  behoves 

From  hard  aflays  and  ill  fuccefles  pafl 

A  faithful  leader,  not  to  hazard  all 

Through  ways  of  danger  by  himfelf  untry'd :  4 

I  therefore,  I  alone  firfl  undertook  935 

To  wing  the  defolate  aby&,  and  fpy 

This  new  created  world,  whereof  in  Hell 

Fame  is  not  fllent,  here  in  hope  to  find 

Better  abode,  and  my  afBided  Powers 

To  fettle  here  on  earth,  or  in  mid  air;  94% 

Though  for  pofTeffion  put  to  try  once  more 

What  thou  and  thy  gay  legions  dare  againft  j  ^ 

Whofe  eafier  bufinefs  were  to  fervc  their  Lord 

High 

adjedUv€s.    Dr.  Pearce  gives  feve-  but  *ds  wrong  no  doobt.  The  word 

lal  inftancesy  II.  lyS.  fife  finfi^Ie  occurs  very  often  thereabouts,  and 

•ffmn,  XI.  4.   Theftonyfiom  their  probably  occafion^d  the  miftake. 

tearts,  XI.  497.  His  heft  of  man.  The  feme  requires  it  to  be  ^he. 

028.  i:be  hlaftini\  Thus  'tis  in  the  Richiidfoa* 

£m  edition,  the  lecond  has  it  7>^ ; 

G  g  3  94S-  ^bil 
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High  up  in  Heav'n,  with  fongs  to  hymn  his  throne. 
It     And  praftic'd  dirtances  to  cringe,  not  fight.         94^ 
To  whom  the  warrior  Angel  foon  reply *d. 
To  fay  and  ftrait  iinfay,  pretending  firft 
Wife  to  fly  pain,  profefling  next  the  fpy. 
Argues  no  leader  but  a  liar  trac'd, 
►   Satan,  and  couldft  thou  faithful  add?  O  name»  gjQ 
O  facrcd  name  of  faithfulnefs  profan'd ! 
Faithful  to  whom?  to  thy  rebellious  crew? 
fcArmy  of  Fiends,  fit  body  to  fit  head. 
Was  this  your  difclpline  and  &ith  engag'd> 
Your  military  obedience,  to  diflblve  95J 

Allegiance  to  th' acknowledg'd  Pow'r  fupreme? 
•"   And  thou,  fly  hypocrite,  who  now  wouldft  ftcm 
Patron  of  liberty,  who  more  than  thou 
€lnce  fewn'd,  and  cring'd,  and  fervily  ador'd 
„.  Heav'n's 

94S-    -^^  treHie'd  £fiaiKn  At  A  UtinJfin,  and  very  emphatkat 

crit,^,    m  fibt.']    Wilf,  ii  ^MrfrimaferiaUtfvia.Vm.JEa. 

nndernood.  mti  fingt  U  hymn  hit  Ifi.  367.  Cui  femmh  trader  T  ipm 

thrimt,  and  with  praaWJ  dijtancii  Jaminimi  VKt  P  Senec.  Troad. +73. 

to  eriagt,  ml  fight.  Dr.  Bentley  has  HicharJ/it 

ftrangcljr  miflafeen  it.  966.  J»J/ral  ibetji,}  This  feemi 

90t. arrteJ)  To  d«crce,  to  to  ■Ilude  iq  the  chei^  af  ibt  Af 

965. -I^vglift]  The  pre-    Devil tnd Saion,  mentloa'd  in  the 

fent  eenfe  ofcd  for  the  future,  to  Revelation:  Amtkt  ctfi  inmim»tk 
fignify  the  immediate  exccudon  of  bettamlefi  pit,  and  Jhut  bim  ^  mi 
cl:^  menace.  Hume,   ftt  u fiai  nfon  tin.  TOi..  z-    Hum. 

97  r.  Prmi 
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leaf'n's awful  monarch?  wherefore  but  in  hope  964 

To  difpoilers  him,  and  thyfelf  to  reign  ? 

(ut  mark  what  I  arreed  thee  now,  Avant; 

*ly  thither  whence  thou  flcdft :  if  from  this  hour    ' 

Vithin  thefe  hallow'd  limits  thou  appear. 

Sack  to  th*  infernal  pit  I  drag  thee  chained,         ptff 

Jid  feal  thee  fo,  as  henceforth  not  to  fcora 

'he  facil  gates  of  Hell  too  llightly  barr'd. 

So  threatened  he;  but  Satan  to  no  threats 
rave  heed,  but  waxing  more  in  rage  reply'd. 

Then  when  I  am  thy  captive  talk  of  chainsj"  97^ 
roud  limitary  Cherub/  but  ere  then 
ar  heavier  load  thyfelf  exped:  to  feel 
rom  my  prevailing  arm,  though  Heaven's  king 
ide  on  thy  wings,  and  thou  with  thy  compeers, 
s'd  to  the  yoke,  draw'ft  his  triumphant  wheels  975 

971.    Proud  limtary  Cheruh^'l  hmtantus.   Dlgeft.      And  as  Mr. 

boa  proud  prefcribing  Angel  diat  Thyer  farther  obferves,  the  word 

efameft  to  limit  me,  and  appoint  is  intended  as  a  fcomful  fneer  upon 

^  prifon,  according  to  Mr.  Hume,  what  Gabriel  had  juft  faid, 

r  rather  Umtary,  fct  to  guard  the  ^_  if  from  this  hour 

unds;  a  taunt  infulting  the  «)od  ^j^j^j^  ^^t^^  hallow'd  timts  thou 

igel  as  one  employ  d  on  a  little  appear, 

san  office,  according  to  Mr.  Ri-  ppcar, 

ardfon.  For  limitary  (as  Dr.  Hey-  €^74.    ^idt  Mr  thy  nuin^^  kc,  ] 

.  remarks)  is  from   limitaneus.  This  feems  to  allude  to  £zekiers 

iHtes  limtami  are  foldiers  in  ear-  vihoii»  where  four  Cherubims  arc 

on  upon  the  frontiers.    So  Dtix  appointed  to  the  four  wheeb :  Jud 

G  g  4  tbf 
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In  progrefs  through  the  road  of  Heaven  ftar^pdv'd. 
While  thus  he  fpake,  th'  angelic  fquadron  bright 
Turn'd  fiery  red,  fharp'ning  in  taooned  horns 
*rheir  phalanx^  and  began  to  heni  him  round 
With  ported  fpears,  as  thick  as  when  a  field      980 
Iff  C?res  ripe  for  harveft  waving  bends 


the  Chervhims  did  lift  up  thsir  wings, 
and  the  ^wheels  hefidei  them,  and  the 
flory  of  the  G^d  tf  Ifrael  <i*;tf  j  o*ver 
them  ahevC'  See  Chap.  I.  and  X« 
and  XI.  32. 

■  977.  U^ile  thus  he  J^trnke^  &c.  ] 
The  conference  between  Gabriel 

*  and  Satan  abounds  with  fentiments 
proper  for  the  occa|ion>  and  fuit- 
able  to  the  perfont  of  the  two 
fpeakers.  S^tan  clothing  himfelf 
with  terror,  when  he  prepares  for 
the  combat,  is  truly  iublime,  and 
at  leail  eaual  to  Homer^'s  defcrip- 
f  ion  of  Dilcord  celebrated  by  Lon- 
ginus,  or  to  that  of  F^e  in  Vir- 

■j^,  who  are  both  reprefented  with 
)4Pieir  feet  Handing  upon  the  earthy 
and  their  heads  reaching  above  the 
clouds.  Jddifon, 

980.  With  ported  jpears,]  With 
their  fpears  born  pointed  towards 
him.  A  military  term.    Htme. 

980. — as  thick  as  ivhenaJieUkc,'] 
It  is  familiar  with  the  poets  to  com- 
pare an  army  with  their  fpears  and 
iWords  to  a  iield  of  (bindmg  corn. 
Homer  has  a  fimile  much  (>f  the 
iiv,\t:  nature^  combing  the  mo- 


Her 

tions  of  the  army  after  Agunen^- 
non*s  ipeech  to  the  waving  of  die 
ears  of  com.  Iliad.  II.  147. 

Kn'iov  €x8«p 

'n<  T«r  ^oji  ayopn  jurifS*. 

And  as  on  com  when  weflem  gufis 

defcend* 
Before  the  blaft  the  lofty  harvefts 

bend: 
Thus  o'er  the  field  the  moving  hoft 

appears, 
With  nodding  plumes  and  groves 

of  waving  fpears.       Pope. 

p86.  dilated Jood,  &c.]  Our 

author  is  indebted,  I  fancy,  for 
this  nervous  expreifion  to  the  fol- 
lowing defcription  of  TaiTo^s  Ar* 
gantes  addrelTuig  himfelf  to  fight 
with  Tancred,  Gicr.  Lib.  Cant.  19. 
St.  12. 

Ma  diHefo  c  eretto  11  fcro  Ar- 
gante. 

Di/f/o  in  Itali^ui  is  exadtiy  the  fame 
with  dilated  in  £nglifh,  and  ex- 
preiFcs  v^ry  ftrongly  the  attitude  of 


[V.     PAAAD1«E  LOST.  |5t 

learded  grove  of  ears^  which  way  the  wind 

\  them;  the  careful  plowman  doubting  ftands^ 

>n  the  thre(hing  floor  his  hopeful  fheaveis 

I  chaff.     On  th*  other  fide  Satan  alarm'd      985 

fting  all  his  might  dilated  flood, 

Teneriff  or  Atlas  unremov'd ; 

His 


:r  and  undjiunted  combatant* 
fury  not  only  feems  to  ered 
large  his  ftature»  but  ex- 
is  it  were  his  whole  frame, 
tends  every  limb.  I  don't 
ber  to  h^ve  ever  before  met 
le  word  dilated  applied  in 
le  manner  in  our  language. 

Teneriff  or   Atlas   unre- 
iov*d: 

an  in  TafTo,  Cant.  4.  St.  6. 

ar  Calpe  s'  inalza,  6  '1  magno 

.tlante, 

inzi  lui  non  par^ffe  un  pic* 

iOl  qolle* 

fe  of  the  word  tmremov^d  for 
reable  is  very  poetical,  and 
d  by  Milton's  conjugal  at- 
«  unrefrvvdj  and  Spcnfer's" 
wed  truth.  Sec  the  note  on 

••  like  teneriff  or  Atlas  un- 
removed:']  Well  may  Satan 
:cn'd  to  the  grcateft  moun- 
and  be  faid  to  (land  as  firm 
mmoveable  as  they,  when 
has  applied  the  fame  compa* 
;p  bis  h^ro,  i&i.  XII.  70 1 . 


Qoantos  Athos,  ant  qaantns  Eryx, 

ant  ipfe  conifds 
Com  ftmit  ilidbns  cpiantas,  gaa* 

detque  nivali 
Vertice  fe  attollens  pater  Ajpenni- 

nus  ad  aoras.  w 

Like  Eryx,  or  like  Athos  great  he  , 

(hows. 
Or  father  Apennine,  when  white 

with  fnowsy 
His  head  divine  oUcure  in  donds 

he  hides. 
And  fhakes  the  fonnding  foreft  on 

his  fides.        Dryden* 

Mr.  Hume  fays  that  the  Peak  ef 
Teneriff  is  15  miles  high,  anfll 
Mr.  Richardfon  afferts  that  it  is  45-  ^ 
miles  perpendicular,  if  that  be  not 
a  falfe  print  45  for  1 5 :  but  the  ut- 
moft  that  we  can  fuppofe  is  that  it 
is  15  miles  from  the  very  firft 
afcent  of  the  hill  till  yon  come 
thro'  the  various  turnings  and  wind- 
ings to  the  top  of  all ;  for  I  have 
been  affnr'd  from  a  gentleman  who 
meafur'd  it,  that  the  perpendicular 
highth  of  it  is  no  more  than  one 
mne  and  three  quarter*. 


i 
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His  ftaturc  rcaih'd  the  fky,  and  on  his  crcft 
Sat  horror  plum'd ;  nor  wanted  in  his  grafp 
What  feem^d  both  fpear  and  ihield :    now  dreadful 
deeds  990 

Might  have  enfued,  nor  only  Paradlfc 
In  this  commotion,  but  the  ftarry  cope 

Of 


988.  Hhfiaturenkeb'dtbefiy,'] 
It  IS  probable  that  befidet  Honier*s 
Difcord,  lUad.  IV.  443. 

and  Virgils  Fame,  JEn.  IV.  177. 

Ingrediturqoe  folo»  et  caput  inter 
nubila  condit, 

mentioned  in  a  note  above  by  Mr. 
Addifon,  he  alluded  likewife  to 
that  noble  defcription  in  the  book 
of  Wifdom,  XVIII.  i6.  //  toucM 
Heavea,  but  it  flood  upon  tbi 
th. 


^ar. 


989.  Sat  horror  plumed i\  Horror 
is  perfonify*d,  and  is  miade  the 
plume  of  his  helmet;  and  how 
much  nobler  an  idea  is  this  than 
the  horfes  tails  and  fphinxes  and 
dragons  and  other  terrible  animals 
on  the  helmets  of  the  ancient  he- 
roes* or  even  than  the  Chimxra 
vomiting  flames  on  the  creft  of 
Tumus,  -^.  VII.  785. 

Coi  triplici  crinita  juba  galea  alta 
Chmueram 


Sultinet,  ^tnaeos  cfflmtcm  bad- 
buiignei. 

A  triple  pile  of  plomes  lus  crell 

adom*d. 
On  which  with  belching  flames 

Chima:ra  bum*d  f    Dryden. 

989.— 'JMT  numttedin  bisgra/pkc] 
This  is  faid  to  fignify  that  he  want- 
ed not  arms»  tho*  he  was  but  jaft 
raifed  out  of  the  form  of  a  toad. 
He  was  repreiented  as  in  arms, 
II.  812.  when  he  was  upon  the 
point  of  engaging  with  Death ;  and 
we  mull  fuppofe  that  his  power,  ai 
an  Angel,  was  fuch,  that  he  cocdd 
aflume  them  upon  occafioa  when* 
ever  he  pleafed. 

991 .  *  nor  only  PertuSfi  &c  ] 
This  reprefentadon  of  what  mail 
have  happened,  if  Gabriel  and  Sa- 
tan had  encountered,  is  imaged  in 
thefc  few  lines  with  a  noblenefs 
fuitable  to  the  occaiion,  and  is  an 
improvement  upon  a  thought  in 
Homer,  where  he  reprefents  the 
terrors  which  mult  have  attended 
the  conflid  of  two  fuch  powers  as 
Jupiter  and  Neptune,  diaid.  XV. 
224. 

—  ftitAf 
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leav'n  perhap8»  or  all  the  elements 

aft  had  gone  to  wrack,  difturb'd  and  tooi 

I  violence  of  this  confiid,  had  not  ibon       99^ 

Bternal  to  prevent  fuch  horrid  Jfiray 

g  forth  in  Heav'n  his  golden  fcale?,  yet  feen 

ixt  Aftrea  and  the  Scorpion  iign. 

Wherein 

•  (jLAKtt  yA^  xf  itay^i  ^^jtv-    ryine  on  of  his  fable»  and  for  the 

►7o  Jttf/  tf^Ao/,  breaking  off  the  combat  between 

p  FiPTfc;/  %wt  ^%9h  K^PF    ^®  ^?  ^^ors,  who  were  upon 

tmii  u/lif.  '^«  PO"*i  ^l  «ng?gwg.     To.  this 

we  may  further  add,  that  Mikpn  it 

dl  the  Gods  that  round  old    the  more  juftify'd  in  this  piEgc, 

iturn  dwell,  fs  we  find  the  fame  noble  allegory 

heard  the  thunders  to  the    »n    holy  Writ,    where  a  wicked 

«ps  of  Hell.      Pope.  prince,  fome  few  hours  before  he 

was  afTaulted  and  ilain,  is  faid  to 

n^ Eternal  t,  fnrveni  Jucb  ^^^'^^d  in  tbi /coles,  and 

b^dfray]  TKc  breafang  ^o  ba^e  ban  fimui  c^anUng 

J  combat  between  Gabriel  Addifoa^ 

tan,  by  the  hanging  out  of       ^^-.  ^.,  gpUen /calaA  So 

den  fcales  m  Heaven,  is  a  they  are  in  Homer  y^vneiA  rm- 

lent  upon  Homer's  thought,  ^^,y^  both  where  he  weighs  the 

lis  us  that  before  the  battel  deftinies  of  the  Greeks  and  Tro- 

n  Heftor  and  Achilles,  Ju-  jans  in  book  the  8th,  and  the  fates 

eiffhed  the  event  of  it  m  a  of  Hedlor  and  AchiUes  in  book 

F  fcales.    The  reader  may  the  2 2d.  And  this  figure  of  weigh- 

whole  paffage  m  the  2  2d  jng  the  deftinies  of  men  appe^'d 

Virgil  before  the  laft  deci-  fo  beautiful  to  fucceeding  poets, 

mbat  dcfcnbcs  Jupiter  in  the  that  iEfchylus  (as  wc  are  informed 

lanner,  as  weighing  the  fates  by  Plutarch  in  his  treadfe  e/Hear^ 

mus  and  iEneas.     Milton,  /„^  ,^^  pg^j)  ^^  ^  tragedy  upon 

:  fetched  this  beautiful  cir-  tWs  foondatioQ,  which  he  intitlcd 

ice  from  the  DiadandiEneid,  ^yvor-ttfi*  or  ibe    'wutbing   of 

)t  only  infert  it  as  a  poeu-  t^ff^ 
>elli(hment,  like  the  authors 

mentioned;   but  makes  an  (^^%. Mtimnxi  JJIrea and ibi Scor- 

lie  of  it  for  the  proper  car-  t^Jv*^  ^^'  ^^  ^^  fcales 

is 
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Wher-cin  all  things  created  firft  he  weigh'd,  ^ 
The  psndulous  round  earth  with  balanc'd  air    looo 
In  counBerpoife,  now  ponders  all  events. 

Battels 

is  nse  oF  the  twelve  ligns  of  the  HngJuti,    and  fimflid  it, 

Kodiae,    as  jifirea  [or  Viigo  the  •uiiithtd  in  tbt  balnarti.     So  iadj 

Virgin)  and  Smr^t  alfo  are.    This  hath    Milton    imi»x>v'd  opon  & 

doe*  as  it  «ere  realize  the  liQion.  fi^oni  of  the  poets  bjr  the  etemi 

and  girei  conreijueailx  a  greater  truths  of  holy  Scripture. 
force  to  it.                      RicbarJ/Bij. 

This  allufion  to  the  fign  Libra  in  looj,  Tht  fipi^  rarh  •ff^ 

the  Heavens  is  a  beauty  that  is  not  end  af  jiiht;'\    Dr.  Bentfcy  lO^ 

in  Homer  or  Virnl,  and  gives  this  '[ht  figaal  i«tb  Sec.  To  ondeilbti 

pailage  a  manifeft  advantage  over  which  of  thefe  two  rexdingi  tan 

Dotll|their  dcfcriptions.  the  place  befi,  let  us  coofider  Ak 
poet's  thought,    which  was  dw; 

999-  Whirrln  aU  things  criaied  God  put  in  the  golden  IcatestM 

firfi^  be ivtigb'd,  &c.]    This  weights:  in  the  one  fcale  he  fit 

of  weighing  the  creation  at  firlt  the  weight,  which  was  tlic  fipd 

and  of  all  events  fince  gives  us  a  {that    is    reprefented    the   coofe- 

iiiblime  idea  of  providence,  and  is  quence)  of  Satan'*  farihig  boa 

conformable  to  the  flile  of  Scrip-  uiemi  in  the  other  Icale  be  put 

ture,  JobXXVHT.  25.  Tamaiittti  the  weight,  which  was  the /H 

imightfor  itt  tuiadi,  and  ht  <vitigb-  of  Satan's  y^M^-   neither  W  ^K 

rib  tit  •luatirj  by  miafart.     Chap,  fcales  had  «ly  thing  in  it   isniBt- 

XXXVII.  t6.    hofi  thm  infui  tbt  diately  relating  to  Gat»ie[ :    and 

I  haUmcinp  ttf  tbt  eiaudt  f  IfaiahXL.  therefore  Dr.  Bentley  milhkes  il 

IZ.  fPhe  tiieigbed  the  masmlaini  in  think]   when    he    fajs,    that    die 

featii,  Md  ibe  hilli  ta  m  haltoKr  t  sfcending  weight,  Satan'a,  was  tbe 

And  then  for  weighing  particular  fignal  to  him  of  defeat;  ^e  it- 

events  fince  fee  1  Sam.  il.  3.  Bi  ftendiog,  Uabriel'i,    the_^W» 

hitn  a/timii  are  nviigh'd.  Prov.XVf.  him  of  viflory:    they  were  bod 

f.  Thf  Lsrd  huiiibelb  the  J^riii.     I  Jignals  (if  fignals)  to  Sataa  ooIt, 

do   not   tecollefl  an    inllance    of  for  he  only  wasitvijiV.ver.  loii; 

•ueigbing  batliii   particularly,    but  or  rather   they   ihow'd   him  wha 

there  is  foundation  enough  tbr  that  would  be  the  conlequence  both  of 

in  Homer  and  Virgil  as  we  have  his  fighting  and  of  hb  r^reatiit 

fteoi  and  then  foi  •ungbrug  Hug-  The  fcale,  in  which  lay  the  wdgh 

fimj  we  fee  an  inltance  in  Bellhax-  that  was  the  fiqMttaf  hbjMnj, 

■/■at,  atid  it  is  &id  cxpntty,;  Dan.  by  afcending  Ibow'd  him  taat  k 

V.  il^  37.    iitd  halt  Mumttrd  iby  was  tiibl  it 


tat  baJMtteg, 
'd  him  tbt  kf 
tad  coddW 
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Battels  and  realms :  in  thefe  he  put  two  weights 

The  fequel  each  of  parting  and  of  fight ; 

The  latter  quick  up  flew,  and  kick'd  the  beam ; 

Which 


obtain  viflory ;  whereas  the  other 
fcale,  in  which  was  the  figue/  of 
hiB  farting  or  retreating,  having  de- 
Icended,  it  was  a  iign  that  his  go- 
ing oS  quietly  would  be  his  wifeil 
and  weightieft  attempt.  The  reader 
ySi  excufe  my  having  been  fo  long 
in  this  note,  when  he  confidcrs  that 
I)r.  Bcntley  aiid  probably  many 
ethers  have  mifunderflood  Milton^s 
diought  about  the  fcales,  judging 
of  it  by  what  they  read  of  Jupiter's 
fcales  in  Homer  and  Virgil ;  the 
account  of  which  is  very  different 
from  this  of  Milton ;  for  in  them 
the  fates  of  the  two  combatants 
ire  weighed  one  againft  the  other, 
and  the  defcent  of  one  of  the  fcales 
forefhow'd  the  death  of  him  whofe 
fate  lay  in  that  fcale,  guo  vergaf 
fomUre  letbum:  whereas  in  Milton 
nothing  is  weighed  but  what  relates 
to  Satan  only,  and  in  the  two  fcales 
are  weighed  the  two  different  events 
of  his  retreating  and  his  fighting. 
From  what  has  been  faid  it  may 
appear  pretty  plainly,  that  Milton 
by  fgqutl  meant  the  confequence  or 
i'venti  as  it  is  exprefs'd  in  ver. 
1 00 1,  and  then  there  will  be  no 
occafion  for  Dr.  Bcntley 's  fignal ; 
both  becaufe  it  is  a  very  improper 
word  in  this  place,  and  becaufe  a 
fignal  of  farting  and  of  fights  can 
be  nothing  elfe  than  a  fignal  when 
to  part  and  when  to  fight ;  which 
he  will  not   pretend  lo   be  the 


poets  meaning.  ^Pearce. 

It  may  be  proper,  before  we  con- 
clude, to  produce  the  pafEigei  out 
of  Homer  and  Virgil^  whereof  fo 
much  has  been  faid,  that  the  reader 
may  have  the  fatisfafUon  of  com- 
paring them  with  our  anthor.  Iliad. 
VIIJ.  69. 

Ktf/  TOTi  cTlf  XP^'^W*  nrctTlfp  ITI- 

Er  /*  f  T/flg/  /i/o  xtff  f  rdLf%)Kiy%Q- 

euff'tfJLoy  n^ctp  A^o/Air* 
At  lAif  A>^flM«f  x»p«f  IT/  "X^mi 

The  Sire  of  Gods  his  golden  (calei 
fufpendsy 

With  equal  hand:  in  thefe  ex- 
plored the  fate 

Of  Greece  and  Troy,  and  poised 
the  mighty  weight. 

Prefs*d  with  its  load  the  Grecian 
balance  lies 

Low  funk  on  earth,  the  Trojaa 
flrikes  the  fkies.      Pope. 

The  fame  lines,  mutatis  mutandis^ 
are  apply*d  to  Hcvtor  and  Achilles 

in 


"W 


• 
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Which  Gabriel  fpying,  thus  befpake  dieTSend. '  loo^ 
Satan,  I  know  thy  ftrength,  and  dioQ  know*ft  mln^. 
Neither  our  own  but  giv'n;  what  folly  then 
To  boaft  what  arms  can  do  ?  iince  thue  no  more 
ThanHeav*n  permits,  nor  mine,  though  doubled  now 
;  To 

&  diTstibodk*  and  there  tre  thus  Eveiy  reader,  who  compares  diefe 

tnmilMdL  paffiiket  with  our  aodiort  amft  ttt 

Mmj  that  tho^  there  is  Ibtne  le- 

Jore  lifts  the  fbUen  balances,  that  temUance,  yet  there  is  alfo  ffttt 

(haw  difllerence.    There  are  ftiim/iski 

The  fates  of  mortal  roeob  and  in  Homer  as  well  as  m  Mfltoo; 

thii^  below:  bat  Milton  in  ibme  meafure  an- 

Here  each  conten^ng  heroes  lot  thorizes  the  fi6Uon  by  making  his 

he  tries,  fcales  the  balance  in  the  Heavens. 

And  weighs  with  equal  hand  their  In  Homer  and  Virgil  the  comba- 

deftinies.  tants  are  weigh*d  one  againft  ano> 

Low  finlcs  the   Icale  fnxchargM  ther;  but  here  only  Satan  is  weigh*d, 

with  He£tor*s  fate ;  in  one  fcale  the  confeqoence  of  his 

Heavy  with  death  it  finks,  and  retreating,   and  of  his  fighting  in 

^     Hell  receives  the  weight.  the  other.    And  there  is  this  far- 

»M         ^       .    «r*    •!  •    i«.  ^^^  improvement,  that  in  Homer 

The  paflage  m  Virgil  is  ihorter,    ^^d  VirgU  the  fates  are  weight  to 
JB^  XU.  725.  fatisfy  Jupiter  himfclf,  but  here  it 

Juriter  ipfc  duas  «quato  examine   ^  ^^^^  ^^^Y.   ^,  fa^fy  ^^c  con- 

^mces  tending  parties,  for  Satan  to  read 

Suftinet,  et  fato  imponit  diverfii   his  own  deftiny.     So  that  uhcn 

duomm;  Milton  imitates  a  nnepafTage,  he 

Quemdamnct  labor,  et  quo  vergat   <*<>«»   ««>'  imitate  it  (crvily,   but 

ponderc  lethum.  ««*«»  it  as  I  may  fay  an  original 

of  his  own  by  his  manner  of  vary- 
Jbva  fets  the  beam ;  in  either  fcale   ^S  ^nd  improving  it. 

he  lays 
«The  champion^s  fate,   and  each        1008.  —^/nce  thine  m  mort 

exactly  weighs.  ^ban  Hea<vn  prrmits^  ncr  mttUy'] 

On  this  fide  life,  and  lucky  chance   Tiine  and  mine  refer  10 Jirengtb^  ver. 

afcends:  1006.    not  to  arms  the   fubftan- 

Loaded  with  death,   that  other   tive  preceding.    Dr.  Bentley  reads 

fcale  deCsends.    Dryden.  Jtm^th  inficau  of  arms^ 

1012.  Wbm 
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rample  thee  as  mirif:  for  proof  look  up^    10 10 
read  thy  lot  in  yon  celeflial  iign, 
5rc  thou  art  weigh'd,  and  fhown  how  light,  how 

weak^ 
lou  refift.    The  Fiend  look'd  up,  and  knew 
mounted  fcale  aloft:  nor  more;  but  fled  W 
m'ring,and  with  him  fled  the  fhades  of  ni] 

z.Wberetbwart'wiigb^d^and  Belfliazzar,  Dan.  V.  a^  tbammrt 

Jbvwn  hvw  light f  Jbotv  iveai,^  'weigh'' d  in  the  halanttit  mmdmtfitmd 

)es  not  inake  the  afcending  nvanting.  So  true  it  is,  that  Milton 

:he  iign  of  yi€tory  as  in  Ho-  oftner  imitates  Scr^>ture  than  Ho- 

iiid  VirgiJ,    but  of  lightnefs  mer  and  Virgil,  even  where  he  is 

reaknefs  according  to  that  of  thought  to  imitate  them  moft. 


% 


The  end  of  the  Fourth  Book. 
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THE    ARGUMENli 


^ 


1 


Morning  approach'd^  Eve  relates  to  AdaA  her  trou-  ' 

5  blefome xlream ;  he  likes  it  not^  yet  o^otilbrts  her: 
They  come  forth  to  their  day  labors :  Their  mom- 
Uig'synin  at  the  door  of  their  bower.    God  to 

i -fniiwm     inexcufable  fends  Raphael  to  admoni(h 
bx^ibi.  his  obedience,  of  his  nee  eftate^  of  his 
"rtiear  at  hand,  who  he  is,  and  why  his 
jr^  and  whatever  elfe  may  avail  Adam  to 
know. "  Sapltoel  comes  down  to  Paradife,  his  ap- 
pearance defcrib'd,  his  coming  difcem'd  by  Adam 
afar  off  fitting  at  the  door  of  his  bower ;  he  gpc^ 
out  to  meet  him,  brings  him  to  his  lodge,  en  term 
tains  him  with  the  choicefl  fruits  of  Paradife  go^ 
together  by  Eve  $  their  difcourfe  at  table :  Rapbu 
performs  his  meflage,  minds  Adam  of  his  ibte 
/'   and  of  his  enemy;  relates  at  Adam's  requefl  who 
'    that  enemy  is,  and  how  he  came  to  be  fo,  begin- 

.  iping  from  his  firft  revolt  in  Heaven,  and  the  oc- 
Cafion  thereof;  how  he  drew  his  legions  after  him 

*to  the  parts  of  the  north,  and  there  incited  them 
to  rebel  with  him,  perfuading  all  but  only  Abdiel 
a  Seraph,  who  in  argument  difTuades  and  oppofes 

"  him.  then  fbrfakes  him* 

If'. 
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BOOK 


V. 


i 


NO  W  mom  her  rofy  fteps  in  th'  caftej 
Advancing^  fow'd  the  earth  with  oi 
"When  Adam  wak'd^  fo  cuftom'd^  for  his  %|||»  * 
Was  aery  light  from  pure  digeftion  bred,  ;•  *      * 
And  temp'rate  vapors  bland^  which  th'  only  found  g 

Of 


I.  It§w  mom  her  rojy  fiefs]  This    And  he  obferves  that  Lucretius*s 

die  morning  of  the  day  after   metaphor  lumm  cwferit  arva  wants 

lu*s  comins  to  the  earth;  and   much  of  the  propriety  of  Milton's 

Homer  makes  the  morning  with  /ow^d  the  earth  with  orient  ptmri^ 

refy  fingers^   foJ^J^AKlvK&'  Umu   iince  the  dew-drops  have  fomet^w 

JKadC  1. 477.  the  rnfy'Jmgtr^d  mtrMp   of  the  fliape  and  appearance  ^S^ 

to  Milton  gives  her  ro^  fiefst  and   fcatter'd  feeds.  c^ 

VI.  ^.  zrojjf  hand.    The  mom  is 

Mt  gray,  then  rofy  upon  the  nearer        c.  — —  wUeh  th*  only  fimtd  tej 

iq^voach  of  the  fun.     And  fhe  is    Wtich  refers  to  Jleep^    and  not  to 

lidd  to  fiw  the  earth  6fr.  by  the   *vapon  the  fubftantive  immedia||||v' 

lame  fort  of  metaphor  as  Lucretius   preceding.    I  mention  this  htctSat 

tkjBof  the  fun,  II.  211.  it  has  been  miftaken.     It  is  cer- 

,     .  -  .  tainly  more  proper  to  fay  that  the 

—  et  lumme  con/ent  arva.  yj^  ^f  j^^^^  ''^^  j^^^  ^^  y ^ 

Mr.  Thyer  adds  that  the  fame  al-  <i»Q>«;Jfd  JUep  than  'uapon,  'pfe 
legorical  defcripiion  he  remembers  cxprcffion  m^/W  (as  T^r  Pau)Q«i 
to  have  feen  fomcwhere  in  Shake-   "ghtly  obfervcs)   feems  the  finn©^ 

fpcar,    and   more   poetically   ex-   ^'^^  ^^»^  J"  Y"-/.^?'  ^  "^ 
^efs*d  :  y«'»/ ;  m  both  which  placet  mOf 

iignifies  alone ;  the  only  founds   for 

—-  The  mom  in  falFron  robe         there  was  none  other;  and  it  is  to 

Walks  o'er  the  dew  of  yon  high   be  underfbod  as  meant  of  the  mt* 

callem  hill.  tin  fing  of  the  hirds,  as  well  as  of 

H  h  2  Am 
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Of  leaves  tad  fiuning  rills;  Aorora't  4C^^ 
Lig^dy  difpers'd,  and  the  fluill  matm  ibog- 
Of  birds  cm  every  bough;  £>  Bsnch  the  noce 
Bis  wonder  was  to  find  unwaktti'd  Eve^**^ 


i^. 


diicompos'd^  and  glowing  cheeky 
unqdct  reft:  he  on  his  fide 

nds'd^  with  looks  of  cordial  Jove 
her  enamonr'd,  and  beheld 
whether  wakmg  or  afleep. 
Shot  forth  pecaliar  graces ;  then  with  voioe 


iSxtfitmd  $f  Itwn  ititd  fmmng  rills. 
Fmrning  ri/ij»  for  fumet  or  fleams 
rife  from  the  water  in  the  mombg 
according  to  ver.  i86. 

^tt  Miftf  and  Exhalations  that  now 

X       rife 

■  From  hill  or  fteaming  lake  ^c. 

IM  they  do  not  make  a  noife  as 

yS|HM|^  but  only  as  rills.    Aur§rt^s 

ft^^  tiie  fanning  winds  among  the 

leares  may  be  properly  called  the 

fan  of  the  morning,  and  it  is  not 

unufiial  to  refer  a  thing  which  fol- 

Imts  two  fubftantives  to  the  firfl 

il  the  two  only.     Uihtly  difitrs'J, 

t|)ft«  Bentley  fays  that  dU^lJliet  is 

Attter  than  i^^erfi  it :  but  tho^  to 

W^fid/iif  may  be  the.  more  ufual 

^itapr^OB,  yet  to  diJI^erfi  JUtp  may 

be  joftify'd  by  very  great  autho- 

ifef 9  fbr  Sophocles  makes  ufe  of 

ftue  ytPf  fiune.   Soph.   Tradiin. 


t* 


y  • 


Ami  the  /Mil  maim  fii»  rf  Hi 
every  hugb.  So  BTafldcr  is  i 
In  Virgil,  JEn.Vm.  456. 

Evandrum  ex  homili   tcQi 

fufcitat  alma» 
£t  matutini  volncmm  lub  ca 

cantus. 

The  chearful  mom  fidates  i 

der*s  eyes. 
And  fongs  of  chirping  birds 

to  rile.        Diyden. 

And  Emiinia  likewife  in  Tai 
the  fwect  noife  of  birds,  \ 
and  waters.  Cant  7.  St.  5. 

Non  fi  deftd  fin  che  ^arrir  g 

gdli 
Non  fenti  lieti,  eialatar  gli  i 
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^Ikfild,  as  when  Zephyrus  on  Flgra  breathes. 
Her  hand  foft  touching,  whifper'd  thus.  Awake 
My  faireft,  my  efpout'd,  my  lateft  found, 
Heav'n's  laft  bed  gift,  my  ever  new  delight. 
Awake;  the  morning  (hines,  and  the  frefh 
Calls  us  3  we  loie  the  prime,  to  mark  how  f{ 
Our  tended  plants,  how  blows  the  citron  grav^>  • ' 
What  drops  the  myrrh,  and  what  the  balmy  reed. 
How  nature  paints  her  colors,  how  the  bee 

Sits  on  the  bloom  extracting  liquid  fweet,  25 

Such 

m    E  mormorare  11  fiume,  e  gli  ar-  foft  weftem  gales  breathe  on  die 

bofcelli,  flowen.     Exceeding  poetical  and 

E  con  Tonda  fcherzar  Taura,  e  co*  beautiful.  ^cbardfin. 

fiori.  For  this  delightful  fimile  Milton 

T"^  "^  *fof '  "^^"^"^  ^^v^^-^it^^^i^ 

Ther3ling"mufic  pierc'd  her  ^tconciN  to  nrtut. 

tender  ear. 
The  mnrm'ring  brooks,  and  whift* 

ling  winds  among 
The  rattling  boughs  and  leaves, 

their  part  did  bear.     Fairfax. 

5.— /i&'  only  found]  This  Dr.  Bent- 
ley  calls  ftrange  didion,  and  he  will 

have  it  to  be  early  found:  but  the  . 

prefent  reading  is  countenanc'd  by  pnnic  of  the  day ;  as  he  calls  k 

the  following  line  in  Spenfer,  Fairy  dfcwhere 

Queen,  B.  5.  Cant.  1 1 .  St.  30.  —*  that  fweet  hour  of  prime. 

As  if  the  only  found  thereof  (he  ^^'■-  »70« 

fear'd.        ^byer,  and  IX.  200. 

16.  l/lild^   as  'when  Zephtrus  on     The  feafon  prime  for  fweeteft  fents 
Fkra  hreaibesil  As  when  the  and  airs. 

Hh3  Tli« 


The  fair  will  think  yon  do  *em 

wrong. 
Go  choole  among  —  but  with  a 

mind 
^s  gentle  as  the  ftroesking  ivind 
Runs  osr  the  gentler  floors. 

Song  3d.   7hyer. 

2\ ,  --^  nue  lofe  the  prime,]   The 


;jB[    \  rA4lAt>li)NM.^T.    WMm 

Such  wU^'ring-ialc'd  hat  fast  witb  flowed  c^ 
'  3a  Adun,  whom  embnciflg,  tiins  (he  fp>k&    - 

O  folc  in  whom  my  diooghti  fiod  all  tepoSa^  ■■ 
My  glory,  my  pcrfcaion,  glidilfcc  »  "' 

Thy  &|B,  and  mom  rctuin'd ;  foe  I  thii  n^t       ^tf 
(Such  ^^t  till  this  I  never  pafi'd)  have  diauu'dt    -*' 
If  idrdlm'd,  not  as  I  oft  am  wont,  of  lime, 
Worki  3  day  paft,  or  momnr's  next  defign,         ' 

The  word  i)  uTed  bj'  Chaucer  snd  bftween  Adam  tnd  Etc,  had  kv 

SdcafCi  as  in  Faiiy  Queen,  B.  i.  eye  very  freqaeotly  cpon  the  book 

C;ant.'6.  St.  13.  of  Canddea,  in  which  Acre  u  >■ 

llcT  aU.  as  gl*d  M  binb  Of  joy-  '«'*>'^  ''^''  "^  "'^^^  P«ny. "«» 

"  meet  with  ia  Homer,  vtbo  b  tfr; 

a6.  Jwi  >a;ii^'rf«F  iiw^V  itr,}  neraHy  plac'd  near  tlie  age  of  S»l 
Wc  were  told  in  the  foreMing  lomon.  I  think  there  is  no  que. 
book  how  the  eyil  Spirit  pratticed  ftion  bnt  the  poet  in  the  prece^g 
upon  Eve  as  (he  lay  afleep,  in  or-  fbeech  remember'd  thofe  two  piS 
dcr  to  iofpire  her  with  thoughts  of  fogei  which  are  fpoken  on  die  uk« 
vanity,  pride,  and  ambition.  The  occafioo,  aud  flli'd  with  the  fima 
author,  who  (hows  a  wonderful  art  pleafing  images  of  nature,  f^—f. 
throughout  his  whole  poem,  in  pre-  II.  ,0,  Sic.  My  btlvvtd  Mt  ^ 
paring  the  reader  for  the  feveral  /aid  aula  p,e.  Rife  up,  mj  Uvt.  mj 
occurrences  that  arife  in  it,  founds  fair  mt,  and  umt  muaj;  far  U  tht 
lipon  the  atxivc-mention'd  circum-  v:iiittr  ii  fafi,  tht  rmia  ii  ovtr  W  I 
ftanco  the  firft  part  of  the  fifth  gt„t,  tht  fwwir,  afptar  an  tht  tmh, 
book.  Adam  upon  hit  awaking  tht  tim  of  tht  finging  tf  bhdi  u 
finds  Ev-c  mil  adeep,  with  an  unu-  came,  luJ  tht  -vdee  0/  tbt  t^rtU  it 
fual  difcompofure  in  her  looks,  htard in  our  land,  'fbi  fig-trtt  m- 
The  jwfture  in  which  he  regardi  titb  fnrth  htr  gncn  fgi,  tmi  tbt 
her,  u  defcribed  with  a  lundemefs  liiui  'with  the  ttado-  graptt  n'w  m 
not  to  be  exprefs'd.  as  the  whifpcr  gptdfrntU.     JHfi  w^  /am,  mf  fmr 

with  which  he  awakens  her,  ii  the    etit,  and  cemt  awtrt. Cane  VII 

foftea  that  ever  was  conve>'d  to  a  11,  rz.  G-w,  mj  htlo-vtd,  Ut  m  n 
lover's  eir.  I  cannot  but  take  no-  ftrtb  iut  thifieU,  litmgttKf  i^ 
tKc  that  Milton,  in  the  conferencei  tt  tbi  vimfftrtb,  Iti  tuftt  if  tht  «>« 

■  •  Asft 


«^ 


% 
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But  of  oficnfe  and  troidrie,  whk^  my 

Knew  never  till  this  irkfome  night :  methought  ^  ^ 

Cloie  at  mine  ear  one  call'd  me  forth  to  walk*       1^ 

With  gentle  voice,  I  thought  it  thine^  it  faid. 

Why  fleep'ft  thou  Eve?  now  is  the  pleafant  time. 

The  cool,  the  filen^  iave  where  iilence  yields' 

To  the  night-warbling  bird,  that  now  awake       40 

Tunes  fweeteft  his  love-kbor'd  fong;  now  reigns    . 

FuU 

JbriJ^,  Hubetbir  thi  tmiirgrgpis  ^  only  in  t  dream  product  on  pinv 

/for,  md  the  fomegramate  bud  firth,  po^e  to  taint  her  ima^nation.  Other 

■        Hu  preferring  die  garden  of  vain  fentiments  of  the  fame  kind 

Eden  to  that^  in  this  relation  of  her  dream  will 

where  the  fapient  king  5f.^.ftAT«?  'S''r:n.I*  U 

HdddalIiancewirhi.fairW  STely^S©  t  £  SoJ 

tianfpoufe,    IX.  443.  the  JarficSlSs  of  it  are  fo  artful? 

ihowt  that  the  i>oet  had  diis  de-  ihadowed^  dial  they  do  not  aati- 

lightful  fcene  in  view.    Aidifim.  dpate  the  ftory  which  follows  in 

3C.        —  methought  the  ninth  book.    I  (hall  only  add, 

Gofi  at  mm  tar  Uc7\  £ve*s  dream  that  tho'  the  vifion  itfelf  is  founded 

is  fim  of  thofe  high  cvnctits  iit-  upon  truth,  the  drcumllances  of  it 

gendring  pride,  which  we  are  told  are  full  of  that  wildneis  and  incon- 

the  Devil  endevof d  to  infiil  into  fiftency,  which  are  natural  to  a 

her.    Of  this  kind  is  that  part  of  dream.        Ad£fim, 

it  where  ihe  fancies  herfeU  awak-  41.  Twus  fweeteft  his  hue-labored 

en*d  by  Adam  in  the  followmg  fi»g\^  Spemer  in  his  Epi* 

beautiful  lines,  thalamion,  a  poem  which  Milton 

Why  flecp'ft  diou  Eve?  lie.         ^^^TfT  ?  ^^'  ^^r  "  '^ 
^        ^  *<  btr^s  love'learmid  jeug.  We  mutt 

An  injudicious  poet  would  have  farther  obferve  that   our   author 

made  Adam  talk  thro^  the  whole  takes  great  liberties  in  his  ufe  of  the 

work  in  fuch  fentiments  as  thefe:  senders,  fometimes  making  ifo'm  and 

but  flattenr  and  falihood  are  not  %ir  and  it  of  the  fame  thing  or 

the  CQurtmip  of  Milton's  Adam,  creature.  We  have  a  very  remark- 

and  could  not  be  heard  by  Eve  in  aUe  inftance  in  VI.  878. 

her  ftatc  of  innocence,  cxcepdng 

H  h  4  Difburden*d 


m 

Fall  orb4^  moos,  and  willi  more  pleafing  light     ' 
fjflfidawy  leti  off  the  hce  of  things}  in  vain, 
If  none  Titgudi  Heav'n  wakes  with  all  his  eyca. 
Whom  to  behold  but  thee,  Naturp's  dcfire?         4; 
In  whofe  iight  all  things  joy^  widi  raviChinent 
Attrafted  by  thy  beauty  ilill  to  gaze, 
I  rofe  as  at  thy  call,  but  found  thee  notj 
To  find  thee  I  dire&d  then  my  walkf 
And  on,  methoi^ht,  alone  I  pa&'d  through  ways    59 
Thftt  brot^t  me  on  a  Tudden  to  the  tree 
Of  interdicted  knowledge :  fair  it  feem'd. 
Much  feirer  to  my  fancy  than  by  day: 
And  as  I  wond'ring  look'd,  befide  it  ftood 
One  ihap'd  and  wing'd  like  one  of  thoii:  £-om  Heaven 

By 

DiftardenM  Heav'a  rejoic'd  and      —  Heav'awakeiwidiall^/efo, 

H_    ™.,«?    k».^k      »r..rt,mB   ''"''  commonly  he  ufes  Heaven  it- 

•      "'wheels    •     "™"«^«_in*.f=„i^g»d„.„l. 

The  nightjngale,  tho'  it  jj  the  cock  —  Heav'n  open'd  wide 

that  fingt,  he  makes  urually  of  the      Hgr  ever  during  gatet  , 

feminine  gender  as  in  IV.  6o*.  ,  „„ 

and  4gim,  VIT.  574. 
—  the  Wakeful  nightingale  j  _  He  through  Heaven 

Sit  al)  night  long  btr  amorooi     That  open'd  wSle  i«r  blaMpR  por- 
delcantfung.  tals  (stc.  or  ' 

Seehkewirelll.  40.VII.  436,  But  The  reafon  oT^  altentittiof  tke 
here  he  fays  i/j  lavt-laisr'd famt,  ai  geaden  the  judidoua  reader,  when 
the  Aieeth  is  addrefs'd  to  Eve.  nc  ucaminet  nd)  pafiage,  will 
^nd  ror  the  liunc  rcalbn  he  laya         t^y  pencin,  ^ 

44.  —Bfmv'^ 


BMcv.    T-AmAMmmu^fo^^       i9i» 


Byosoftieen;  his  dewy  locks.  diftUl'd  w    '4.    .  56 
Ambrolia;  on  that  tree  he  alfo  gass'd;  ^^ 

And  O  fair  plant,  iaid  he,  with  fruit  furcharg^d,     U 
Deigns  none  to  eaie  thy  load  and  tafie  thy  fwee^ 
Nor  God,  nor  Man?  is  knowledge  ib deipis'd?       60 
Or  envy',  or  what  referve  forbids  to  tafte  ? 
Forbid  who  will,  none  (hall  from  me  withhold 
Ix>nger  thy  offer'd  good,  why  elfe  fet  here? 
This  faid,  he  paus'd  not,  but  with  ventrous  arm 
He  pluck'd,  he  tailed;  me  damp  horror  chill'd    6) 
At  fuch  bold  words  vouch'd  with  a  deed  fo  bold: 
But  he  thus  oveijoy'd,  O  fruit  divine. 
Sweet  of  thyfelf,  but  much  more  fweet  thus  cropt. 
Forbidden  here,  it  feems,  as  only  fit 

For 

44.— ^<«<ii*«  wahs  with  alibis  Corde  capefTerc:  femtta  niilU  pe« 

#jr//,]  Here  again  he  has  his  dem  fiabilibat. 

jailer  Spenfer  fuU  in  view.  B,  3.  ^^^  ^„,^  ^^y^  ,^  ^  ^       ,^^ 

Cant.  II.  bt.4s.  ^  ^  .j  ^^  ^j^^  fcidktions 

—  with  how  many  eyes  are  often  more  pleafing,  and  the 

High  Heav'n  beholds  tic.  images  more  iivdy,  when  we  ar^ 

afleep  than  when  we  are  awake. 

49.  To  find  thee  1  itnSid  then  ntf  And  what  can  be  the  caufe  of  this  ? 

•walk ;]  So  Ennios  apad  Ci«  Oar  author  plainly  thinks  it  may         | 

ceronem,  De  Divinat.  I.  20.  be  efiefled  by  the  agency  of  fome 

ita  fob  fpiritual  being  upon   the  fenfory 

«  A  -11  t  ^ while  we  are  afleep. 

Poft  ilia,  geroumi^  foror»  errare  ^ 

yidebar,  56.  —  his  drwy  locks  di/liltd 

Tardaque  veftigare.   iC  quaerere       Ambra/mi'^  So  Virgil  of  Venus» 
Uy  neque  poflj^  J^  1. 403. 

Am- 


i 
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For  GodSj  yet  able  to  make  Gods  of  Men: 

And  why  not  Gods  of  Men,  fince  good,  the  morc^*i 

Communicated,  more  abundant  grows, 

The  author  not  impair'd,  but  honor'd  more?  ' 

Here,  happy  creature,  foir  angelic  Eve, 

partake  thou  alfo  j  happy  though  thou  art,  yg 

Happier  thou  raay'ft  be,  worthier  canft  not  be: 

Tafte  this,  and  be  henceforth  among  the  Gods       ' 

Thyfelf  a  Goddcfs,  not  to  earth  confin'd, 

]iut  fometimes  in  the  air,  as  we,  fomedmes 

Afceiid  to  Heav'n,  by  mctit  thine,  and  fee  80 

What  life  the  Code  live  there,  and  foch  live  then. 

So  faying,  he  drew  nigh,  and  to  me  held, 

Ev'n  to  my  mouth  of  that  lame  fruit  held  part 

Which  he  had  ptuck'd;  the  pleaiant  favory  finell 

So  quicken'd  appetite,  that  I,  methought,  85 

G>uld  not  but  taAe.    Forthwith  up  to  the  clouds 

With  him  I  flew,  and  underneath  beheld 

The  earth  outftrctch'd  immcnfe,  a  profpcft  wide 

And 

Arobroflaqne  coinz  dirinum  ver-  oi  loe  are  fo  placM  between  tbe  tm 

dceodorem  fentences,  ai  equally  to  relate  CO 

Spiravere.  -—        Htime.  both,  and  in  the  firft  fentence  An 
verb  it  is  underitood.     Pearrt, 

79.  Bm  fimetbiut  im  tbi  *fr,  at  gj.  —  Thut  Eiit  her  might 

•     ^cr.^/iMf/ Arc-]  The  word*  Rti»ttd,}  llint  Ere  repealed  her 

'  *  dictm. 


f 
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And  various:  wond'ring  at  my  flight  and  clinge 
To  this  high  ex(dtation;  fuddenly  ^ 

My  guide  was  gone,  and  I^  methonght,  fiuk^oWn.    > 
And  fell  aileep;  but  O  how  glad  I  wak*d  ' 
To  find  this  but  a  dream !  Thus  Eve  her  night 
Related,  and  thus  Adam  anfwer^d  fad. 

Bcft  im^e  of  myfelf  and  dearer  half,  ^m- 

The  trouble  of  thy  thoughts  this  night  in  fleep 
Afieds  me  equally ;  nor  can  I  like 
This  uncouth  dream,  of  evil  fprung  I  fear ;  * 

Yet  evil  whence?  in  thcq  can  harbour  none. 
Created  pure.    But  know  that  in  the  foul  |bo 

Are  many  Icffer  faculties,  that  ferve 
Reafon  as  chiefs  among  thefe  fancy  next 
Her  office  holds ;  of  all  external  things. 
Which  the  five  watchfiil  fenfcs  rcprefcnt, 
She  forms  imaginations,  aery  fhapes,  105 

Which  reafon  joining  or  disjoining,  frames 

All  what  we*  affirm  or  what  deny,  and  call 

Ou». 

dream.  IJight  for  the  vifions  and  94.  — — ^  a»/ /isi  ^^tm]  Adam 
dreams  frequent  in  it.  So  Sil.  Ital.  conformable  to  his  fuperior  cha- 
in. 216.  radler  for    wifdom    inflniAs    and 

cojoforts  Eve  upon  this  occaiion. 
Promifla  evolvit  fomni,  noilemqnc  AdSJon. 

rctiadat.        Hum»> 

117.  E'vH 


1 


356  PARADISE  LOST.      Book 

Our  knowledge  or  opinion ;  then  retires 

Into  her  private  cxU  when  nature  rcfts. 

Oft  in  her  abfence  mimic  fajxcy  wakes  no 

To  imitate  her;  but  misjoining  ftiapes. 

Wild  work  produces  oft,  and  moft  in  dreams, 

HI  matching  words  and  deeds  long  paft  or  late. 

Some  fuch  rcfemblances  methinks  I  find. 

Of  our  laft  evening's  talk,  in  this  thy  dream,      ijj 

But  with  addition  ftrange;  yet  be  not  fad.  I 

Evil  into  the  mind  of  God  or  Man 

May  come  and  go,  fo  unapprov'd,  and  leave 

No  fpot  or  blame  behind:  Which  gives  me  hope  . 

That  what  in  fleep  thou  didA  abhor  to  dream,     lU 

Waking  thou  never  wilt  confent  to  do.  { 

Be  not  difhearten'd  then,  nor  cloud  tfaofe  looks. 

That  wont  to  be  more  chcarful  and  ferene. 

Than 

117.  Eidl  into  the  maJt/Gtd*r  Nor  God  nor  Man?  ■  — 
Mar]  G*^tiereinuAfigDify 

Jbgt/.  a*  it  frequently  doea  in  tfau  "6*"'  ™-  7°' 

poem.     For  G^  lanml  ie  ttmpttd  — yet  able  to  make  Gods  oTMea. 
mith  ttdl,  ai  St.  Jamei  &yi  (I.  1 3.) 

' af  die Sapreme Beiiig.    AudMil-  129.  Seebtta'dbi bis/kir  A*^, 

ton  had  j^  before  (ai  Mr.Thyer  endJhctiMiebem-'d,'\  Amu- 

«Ifi>  obfervet)  uTed  the  tun.  G»d  in  ner  of  rpeaking  that  ocean  lone- 

the  fane  neaning.  ver.  59.  times  ia  Scriptare,    aa  in  Jeraa. 
XX.  7.  thtu  hmfi diteivtJ m*,  WJ 

Deipt  none  to  eaTc  th/  load  and  vw  dictivtd. 
i(t  «ftetbjlwtet> 
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Than  when  fair  morning  firft  fmiles  on  the  world ; 
\nd  let  us  to  our  firefh  employments  rife  12  jf 

^ong  the  groves,  the  fountains,  and  the  flowers 
That  open  now  their  choiceft  bofom'd  fmells, 
Eleferv'd  from  night,  and  kept  for  thee  in  ftore. 

So  chear'd  he  his  fair  fpoufe,  and  fhe  was  chear'd^ 
But  fllently  a  gentle  tear  let  fall  1^0 

From  either  eye,  and  wip'd  them  with  her  hairj       ^ 
Two  other  precious  drops  that  ready  flood. 
Each  in  their  cryfbl  fluce,  he  ere  they  foil 
Kifs'd,  as  the  gracious  figns  of  fweet  remorfe 
And  pious  awe,  that  fear'd  to  have  ofiended.       135 
^■'^  So  all  was  clear'd,  and  to  the  field  they  hafle. 
But  firft,  from  under  fhady  arboVous  roof 
Soon  as  they  forth  were  come  to  open  fight 
Of  day-fpring,  and  the  fun,  who  fcarce  up  rifen. 

With 

137.  But  firft,  from  under  flMf  morning  hymn  of  Adam  and  Ef» 

mrbo^rous  roof  is  reprelented  as  faid  by  them  (at 

Soon  as  they  forth  *weri  comekz.']  one  and  the  fame  umt)  from  muUr 

Dr.  Bentley  propofes  arbor's  roof:  tbt  roof  and  im  tbt  opon  fight  of  the 

I  don*t  know  why:  he  gives  us  no  fan:  which  is  acontradimon.   1k% 

reafon,  and  I  can  thii&  of  none,  fenfe  plainly  requires  that  the  corifH 

But  if  the  Dodtor  has  made    a  ma  (hould  be  as  we  have  placed  it  i 

change,  where  there  was  no  fault ;  and  the  conftnidion  is.  But  firft  tb0fk 

he  has  let  a  very  confiderable  ^nult  lo^y  boftud  adoring^  ver.  144.  asfoon 

in  thb  paflage  efcape  without  any  m  thty  tuere  route  firth  from  under 

change    or    obfervation.     As  the  the  roof  of  the  ariur.    Pearce. 
comma  now  ftands  after  roo^,  the 

14S-- 
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With  wheels  yet  hovering  o'er  Ae  ocean  brhn,  I4i# 
Shot  pualld  to  the  earth  hii  dewy  ray, 
Dilcovering  in  wide  landfkip  all  the  eaft 
Of  Paiadile  and  Eden's  happy  fiaina. 
Lowly  they  bow'd  adoring^  and  begu 
Their  oiifbns,  each  morning  duly  paid    '  145 

In  various  ftile;  for  neither  various  ftile 
*  Nor  holy  capture  wanted  thqr  to  foaife 
Their  Maker,  in  fit  ftrains  prooounc'd  or  iiing 
Unmeditated,  fuch  prompt  eloquence 
Flow'd  fi-om  their  lips,  in  prpfe  or  numerous  vede, 
■    More  tuneable  than  needed  lute  or  harp  151 

To 

14.5.  —  rati  iKanamg  idf  ftdi  God'a  worlo.  and  awalceit  dut  £- 
In  varioui  0ti\  A]  it  is  Very  vuie  entbuliaihi,  which  it  lb  nat^ 
well  known  that  our  aathor  wai  no  rol  to  devodcn.  But  if  tkii  odUiy 
friend  to  fet  forms  of  prayer,  it  is  upon  the  dead  pans  of  natore  B 
BO  wonder  that  he  afcribet  ezton-  at  all  timet  a  proper  kind  of  war* 
poraT/  elBifioDi  to  onr  fitfl  parents ;  ihip,  it  wai  In  a  paiticular  maiintT 
bat  even  while  he  attributes  Arains  fuitable  to  our  b.A  paraat),  who 
ainn(i£'a/r</tothem,hehimfelf  imi-  had  the  creation  ftelh  npon  that 
Utei  the  PfalniifL  minds,  and  had  not  feeit  the  n^ 

IC3.  7bifi  or*  thy  gUritm 'wrii,  rious  difpenfatioiu  of  Providence 
'&c.]  The  morning  hymn  IS  written  norconrequentlycouldbeacqnaiet* 
in  imitation  of  one  of  thoTe  Plalmi,  ed  with  thofe  many  topics  of  pnul^ 
tikKn  in  the  oreifiowingi  of  gra-  which  might  afFord  mattv  to  (to 
4tade  and  praife  the  Pfaimift  calls  devotions  of  their  poftericy.  I  nied 
not  only  npon  the  Angels,  bat  up-  not  remark  the  beautiful  fpirit  of 
<M  the  mofl  confpicuou*  [Mrt*  of  poetry,  which  runs  thro' thii  whole 
the  inaaimate  creation,  to  join  with  hymn,  nor  the  holinefsof  that  ie> 
him  in  extoUicg  their  common  folucion  with  which  it  condada. 
Maker.  InvocaiioDi  of  thii  nature  JJ£fm>  ■ 

fil  the  mind  with  gloiioat  ideai  of 
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To  add  more  twocOifs&i  and  they  thus.begaih 

Thcfe  arc  thy  glorious  works.  Parent  ojf  good^ 
Umighty,  thine  this  univerfal  frame. 
Thus  wondrous  6nrj  thyfelf  how  wondrous  then! 
Jnfpeakable,  who  fitft  above  thefe  Heavens       156 
To  us  invifible,  or  dimly  feen 
■n  thefe  thy  lo weft  works  j  yet  thefe  declare 
rhy  goodnefs  beyond  thought^  and  pow'r  divine. 
Ipeak  ye  who  beft  can  tell,  ye  fons  of  light,      160 
\ngels;  for  ye  behold  him,  and  with  fongs 
\nd  choral  fymphonies,  day  without  night, 
Circle  his  throne  rejoicing ;  ye  in  Heaven, 

On 

lie  aodior  has  raifed  oar  expeda-  thefirft  authcr  ofheawty  bath  ereaigd 

ion  hf  commending  the  varioas  them.    But  if  tbty  nven  afimnfiti 

infry  and  holy  raptun^  and  ptmft  at  their  fvwer  and  nnrtue^  Ut  tbem 

^§mMeatg  of  oar  film  parents  i   and  uwUrfiand  hj  themy  Imu  mmcb  rngk- 

med  the  hynm  is  truly  dinne,  /mt  be  is  that  made  them.    For  fy 

nd  will  fully  anfwer  all  that  we  the  greatneji  and  beauty  tf  the  ereu'- 

neded.     It  is  an  imitadon,  or  tures,  frvportionahly  the   maker  of 

imer  a  Ibrt  of  paraphrafe  of  the  tbem  is  feen. 

fSth  Pfidm,  and  (of  what  is  a  jpa-  ido.Speakjemtbo  heft  eon  teU.kcl 

iphrafe  upon  that)  the  Canude  He  is  mnf^akabU^  ver.  156.   no 

Isoed  after  7e  Desim  in  the  Li-  creature  can  fpeak  worthily  drhim 

imr,  O  all  ye  luoris  of  the  Lord,  as  he  is  1   but  fpeak  ye  who  ate 

^tpye  the  Lord,  Sec.  which  is  the  beft  able  ve  Angels,  ye  in  Heaven; 

Qg  of  the  three  children  in  the  on  Earth  join  allye  creatures,  £fr. 

pocryj^ia.  162.  -—  day  without  mghti]  Ac« 

I  cc. — tMeffbvwvMndroustbenl^  cording  to  Milton  there  was  grate- 

m  XIU.  3.  4,  5.    With  wbofe  ful  ^ndjfttudi  like  dot  and  night  in 

mmty,  if  they  being  delighted,  took  Heawen^  VI.  8.    and  we  prefume 

em  to  be  Gods ;  let  tbem  know  how  that  he  took  the  notion  from  Sciip- 

Kb  better  tbt  Itrd if  ibem  94 :  fw  (urej  Rcv^VU.  15.  fhy  eon  before 

the 
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On  Earth  join  all  yc  Crcatoree^tftxtol 

Him  firft,  Wm  Uft,  him  midft,  and  vndiotK^  end.  165 

Faireft  of  liars,  laft  in  the  train  of  ni^t. 

If  better  thou  belong  not  to  the  dawn. 

Sure  pledge  of  day,  that  crown'ft  the  ibulihg  mort 

With  thy  bright  circlet,  praifc  him  in  thy  iphere, 

While  day  arifcs,  that  fwcefhour  of  prime.       170 

Thou  Sun,  of  this  great  world  both  eye  and  foul. 

Acknowledge 

tht  ihroat  »f  GaJ,  aid  firvt  him 
Jar  and  might  in  kii  rimfli.  But 
Hill  it  wai  day  luiihinit  night,  that 
is  without  fucli  night  as  ours,  for 
the  darknefi  there  ii  no  more  than 
grattfui  Iwilight,  Hight  tsmri  im/ 
there  in  dsritr -viil.  See  ver.  64;. 
of  thii  book. 

H 


Lodfer,  M  o^  ftadone 
exit. 

The  dare  were  Bed,  for  Ladle 

had  chas-d 
The  Hart  away,  and  fled  hinl^ 

at  M.  AddifoQ. 
I  don't  know  whether  it  is  worth  le* 
marking  that  our  author  feenU  to 
have  committed  a  miftake.  Tbc^f 
net  Venus,  when  flie  rifes  before  til 
fun,  is  called  Phofphorus,  Lucifer, 
and  the  Morning  Star;  when  fhelct) 
after  the  fun  is  called  Hefpent). 
Vefper,  and  the  Evening  Star;  but 
(he  cannot  rife  before  him,  and  iei 

after  him  at  the  fame  time:  and 

I  ^  a 1  Ca  is yet  "  "i^y  be  obieiled  th«  oir  ao- 

M  "  18  thormake.herdofoi  for  defcrib- 

'  '     '  ing  the  lall  evening,    he  paitui- 

Eaffip©-,  «  jtaA^ff^  ir  »£?cfi   larly  mentions  H^^wio /Aor  ltd  lit 

KiLTAi  a,r»f.  fturrj  haft,  IV.  605,   and   the  veij 

Ufi  in  the  tr^i«  cf  night,  and  Oyid    ""' .  ""''/"'"K  ."*%"  .*^^'^\}  " 

&iT.t "" ""'  "^  '"^"""'  ot^^of  «,:7d  «;U'S 

y  we  can  fajr  to  it  is,  that  a  poet  ii 

•~~  DiDugiunt  Mix,  quarum  ag-    nor  obliged  to  fpeak  with  the  fWft- 

™^  cogit  ndt  and  tenancy  of  a  philofbphtf. 

17a.  Jtimni- 


165.  Himfirji,  him  UJi,  bia  mil 
Tieocrit.  Idyl.XVII.  3. 

THaj  «ufi«T@-,  KUt  Mfffff©--  - 

And  then  how  has  Mihon  improv'd 
it  by  adding  end  <wirhna  tndl  aa 
he  is  celebrating  God,  and  Theo- 
critiu  only  a 

166.  Fairrft  of 
calls  it.  Uiad.  :' 


^* 
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Acknowledge  him  thy  greater,  found  his  praifc 

In  thy  eternal  courfc,  both  when  thou  climb'ft. 

And  when  high  noon  haft  gained,  and  when  thou  falPft. 

Mooii,  that  now  meet'ft  the  orient  fun,  now  fly'ft. 

With  the  fix'd  ftars,  fix'd  in  their  orb  that  flics,      1 76 

And  ye  five  other  wand 'ring  fires  that  move 

In  myftic  dance  not  without  fong,  refound 

His  praife,  who  out  of  darknefs  call'd  up  light. 

•  Air, 

17X.  JcknowieJgi  him  thfgnater,']     jE/rrnumgue  adyds  effert  penetra- 
It  is  hot  an  improbable  reading  libus  ignem : 

!^^/ v'^'l-^'r^"^   P'""^^"  d"    »nd  "^"  ^^«  «^v«b   -^'^«  i** 
inay;UJge  him  Creator   or  as  Mr     ^^c  fame  manner  for  continuaUy. 

ThycT  Acknowledge  thy  Creator:  but    q  ^  ^ 

t1  liippore  the  author  made  ule  of  °       ^ 

griotir  anfwering  to  greta.  —  glebaque  vcrfis 

JBtermim  frangenda  bidentibus. 
TKoa  Siui,  of  this  greai  world 

both  eye  and  foul,  175*  Moon,  that  nonu  meet^fi  ,tbe 

Acknowledge  him  thy  greater.  orient  fun,  now  fiyft,  &c.  ] 

The  conftrudlion  is,  Thou  Moon,  that 
So  Ovid  calls  the  fun  the  eye  of  the  now  metifi  and  now  fly  ft  the  orient 
mitridj  Mundi  oculus.  Met.  IV.  fun,  together  with  the  flxd  ftars, 
;^  228.  And  Pliny  the  foul^  Nat.  Hi  ft.  and  ye  five  other  wandering  fires  Sec. 
Lib.  I,  c.  6.  Hunc  mundi  eife  to-  He  had  before  called  upon  the  fun 
tius  animum.  And  the  expreifion  who  governs  the  day,  and  now  he 
iby  greater  may  be  fitly  paralleled  invokes  the  moon,  and  the  fix'd 
with  thy  fi.rctft  IV.  927.  and  his  ftars,  and  the  planets  who  govern 
greater  in  Faradil'e  Regained  I.  279.    the  night,  to  praife  their  Maker. 

The  moon    fomecimes   meets    and 

173.  In  thy  eternal  comfe,"]  In    fomctimcs  ^/>/ the  fun,  approaches 

tliy  continual  courfe.      Thus  Vir-    to  and    recedes  from   him  in  her 

^    gil  calls  the  fun,   moon  and  ftars    monthly   courle       IVith  the  fix'd 

■     itemal  fires,    itn.   II.    1 54.    Vos,  ftars,  fix*d  in  their  orh  that  flies  ; 

Mtend  ignes ;  and  the  facred  fire    they  are  fix'd   in  their   orb,   but 

that  was  conftandy  kept  burning   their  orb  flies,  that  is  moves  round 

gttmalfire,  itn.  II.  297.  with  the  uunoft  rapidity ;  for  Adam 

Vol.  I.  li  U 


Air,  and  ye  Elements,  the  ddeft  birth 

Of  Nature's  womb,  that  in  qnatetnion  nm 

Pcrpetaal  circle,  multiform;  and  mix 

And  nourifh  all  things;  let  yoar  ceafelefs  diu^  ' 

Vary  to  our  great  Maker  llill  new  praile. 

Ye  Mifts  and  Exhalations  that  now  riie  1S5 

From  hill  or  fteaming  lake,  dnfky  or  gray. 

Till  the  fun  punt  your  fleecy  fkirts  with  gtrfd. 

In  honor  to  the  world's  great  Author  rife. 

Whether  to  deck  with  clouds  th'  uncolor'd  flty. 

Or 


U  matle  to  fpealc  according  to  ap- 
pearances, and  he  mentioiu  in  ano- 
ther place,  Vin.  19  and  zi.  their 
rMiig  Jfticts  incBH^ibenfiiii,  and 
their  fuji/t  rttura  ttiumal.  And  jt 
JSw  Bihir  'o.-anJriKg  firtt.  Dr.  Bent- 
ley  reads  _/J»r,  Venus  and  the  Sun 
and  Moon  being  mencion'd  before, 
and  only  four  more  remaining. 
Mercury  and  Mars  and  Jupiter  and 
Sktum.  And  wc  muft  either  fup- 
pofe  that  Milcon  did  not  conlider 
the  morning  Aar  as  the  planet  Ve- 
nus ;  or  he  mull  be  fuppofed  to  in- 
clude the  earth,  to  make  up  the 
tthtr  fivi  belides  thofe  he  had 
jncntiou'd;  and  he  call$  it  elfe- 
where  VIII.  119.  Tht  planet  tertb  ; 
tho'  this  be  not  agreeable  to  the 
fyftem,  according  to  which  he  is 
(peaking  at  pre  rent.  W^anJ'rmg 
fra  in  oppofition  to/xVyfarj.  That 
mmie  in  mtfiic  dancinat  vAthtut  fang, 
»llading  to  the  doAnn  of  the  An- 


t 


dents  and  particnltrlj  h  ,  „ 
tu  his  notion  of  the  mufic'  of  ^ 
foheres,  by  which  00  doubt  W  an- 
aerllood  the  proportion,  iggnlyjfjr, 
and  lutmony  of  ih«r  mrtm* 
Shaicefpcar  fpeak*  of  it  more  fiilljr 
inhiiMerduuitofVenke.  AaV. 

— Look  how  the  floor  of  Hnnn 
It  tiiick  inlaid  with  patteru  gf 

blight  gold : 
There's  noi  the  fmaliefl  otb  dit 

thou  behold'O, 
Bnt  in  his  motioo  like  an  Aogd 

fing*. 
Still  quiring  to  the  yooi^-e^V 

Cherubim, 
Such  harmony    is    in    immoitil 

fouls ! 
But  whilft  this  muddy  refture  of 

Doth  groTsly  dofc  ns  in,  we  can- 
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Or  wet  the  thirfty  earth  Vrith  felling  (howen,      190 

lUfing  or  felling  ftill  advance  his  praife. 

His  praife  ye  Winds,  that  from  four  quarters  How» 

Breathe  Toft  or  loud ;  and  wave  your  tops,  ye  Pines, 

With  erery  plant,  in  fign  of  worlhip  wave. 

Fountains  and  ye,  that  warble,  as  ye  flow,         1 9^ 

Melodious  murmurs,  vrarbling  tuoe  fats  praife. 

Join  voices  all  ye  living  Souls  j  ye  Birds, 

That  finging  up  to  Heaven  gate  afcend. 

Bear  on  your  wings  and  in  your  notes  his  praife. 

Ye 

Xii.—  thatinmafrrmMnmlrcJ]  nargio  of  tb«  Bible;    and  ver.  Jo. 

Thll   in   a   faurtbid   mixture    and  roery   thing   that  crirpttb  afm  ttt 

csmbiiiation  run  a  perpetual  dreie,  tartb,  iiihtrtin  iba-t  ii  Ufi,  tluit  15 

one  dement  continually  chindng  a  hinug  fial. 

into  another,  according  to  the  doc-  iqS.   Ihet  fi'^ig  up  te  Ht/rdm 

trin  of  Hcraclitu!,  borrow'd  from  gait  a/cm/,']  We  meet  with 

Oipheui.      Et  cum  quattuor  fint  the  like  hyperbole  in  Shakelpev, 

MDcra  comorum,  riciflitudine  eo-  Cymbeline,  AH  II. 

rum  mnndi  continuata  natura  eft.  jj^^j^^  ^^^^  the I»rk M  Hear V« 

Mua  M  terra,  aqua  :  ex  aqna,  on-  ^ 

tar  aer  ;  ex  acre,  sethcr :   deinde  ... 

a'ctroHum  vicilUm  ex  xtherc,  aer  :  and  again  in  his  29th  fonne^ 

inde  aqua :  ex  aqua,  terra  infima.  Like  as  the  lark  at  break  of  dw 

Sic  naturis  his,    ex  quibus  omnia  ariling 

iconftant,  furfui,  deorfua,  ultro,  ci-  p^^  fuUg,,  ^g,^  g^g*  hynuu  at 

Iro  comnieantibus,  mundi  paruum  Heaven's  gate ; 

«oniun£lio  continetur.     Cicero  de  ..,.,.     „ 

JJat  Deor.  II.  a-  ^  "<"  ""'*''*  "  '''"  "  Homer, 

•     |Q^. yilimirgSotli;-]    Soil  Od.  XII.  73.  of  a  very  high  rock, 

ia  nfedhere  as  it  fometimcs  ia  in  .^  ^^bmc  lupi/r /««rrt 

Scripture  for  other  creatures  be-  QCp,j,  Kofpr. 

^■,f"«J°i^fc<i/w!'.k«      A»lwlOiit!pol.I«l»p»H»rt 
i/^  i.  4=  H.b,=w,  ««r  in  .1=        J  f^''-  ^^_    ^^ 


r 
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Ye  that  in  waters  glide,  and  yc  that  walk 
The  earth,  and  (lately  tread,  or  lowly  creep  i 
Witnefs  if  I  be  lilent,  morn  or  even. 
To  hill,  or  valley,  fountain,  or  frefh  (hade 
Made  vocal  by  my  fong,  and  taught  his  praiic* 


SO0 


HaU 


202.  Witnefs  if  1  hi  lUent,']   Dr. 
Bentley  thinks  that  Milton  h^  for- 
got tha|  both  Adam  and  Eve  fhar*d 
m  this  hymn,    and  therefore  he 
reads  if  ive  be  filentt   and  in  the 
next  verfe  but  one  fy  wrfong:  But 
Milton  rather  imitates  here  the  an- 
cient chorus,  where  fometimes  the 
plural,  and  fometimes  the  fmgular 
number  is  ufed.    The  fame  is  prac- 
tic*d  by  our  poet  in  the  fpeeches  of 
the  chorus  in  Sampibn  Agoniilcs, 
where  the  reader  will  fee  in  every 
page  almoft  that  the  number   is 
ifeps  varied.    Dr.  Bentley  obferves, 
that  the  whole  hymn  naturally  di- 
vides itfelf  into  parts  interlocutory, 
and  that  he  has  prefumed  to  put 
it  fo,    tho*  not  warranted  by  any 
edition.     But  this  is  not  Dr.  Bent- 
ley's  invention;  for  this  hymn  was 
fet  to  mufic  fome  years  ago,  and  in 
that  compofition  the  feveral  parts 
of  it  were  affign'd    diftindly   to 
Adam  and  Eve.     I  think  that  fuch 
interlocutory  parts  are  by  no  means 
fit  for  an  heroic  poem :   but  if  the 
author  (hould  be  fuppofed  to  have 
deiign^d  them,  I  ihould  choofe  to 
divide  this   hymn    very   diiFerent 
from  the  Doctor's  divifion.     [The 
Dodor  afligns  the  firil  feven  lines 
tp  Adam,  thofe  of  the  Angels  to 
Eve,  thofe  of  the  Morning  Star  to 


Adam,  thofe  of  the  Son  to  Eie» 
thofe  of  the  Moon  to  Adaaw  of 
the  Air  and  Eleaeati  to  Eve,  of 
theMiftt  tnd  Exkalatioiit  to  AduRt 
of  the  Wiodi  ud  Kaei  to  Efie^ 
of   the  Foontiins  and   tSBok   to 
Adam,  of  the  Creatures  and  Birds 
to  Eve,  of  the  Fiihes  and  Beafb  to 
Adam,  and  the  four  laft  lines  to 
Eve.      But  on  the  contrary  Dr. 
Pearce  fays]  The  firft  feven  and 
the  four  Ian  verfes  of  this  hyom  I 
would  fuppofe  fpoken  by  Adam  and 
Eve  together :  and  as  to  the  other 
verfes,  I  would  have  Adaun  fpetk 
all  that  the  Dodor  affigns  to  Eve, 
and  Eve  all  that  is  now  aflign*d  to 
Adam.     In  this  method  the  men- 
tion of  the  fair  Mornine  Star,  the 
Moon,  and  Fountains  and  Rills  will 
come  to  Eve*s  (hare,  and  they  are 
circumftances  which  feem  fitter  for 
her  to  mention  than  her  hufband. 

?tarct. 

205.         —  he  bounteous  fiill 
To  gi<ve  us  only  good\\  He  had  his 
thought,  as  Dr.  Bentley  remarb, 
on  that  celebrated  prayer  in  Plato, 

Zft/  ^diClKtVf  Tit  flff  ffltrAtf  x« 
iv/ou^^t^  Kcti  anvtcjoi^ 
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Hail  univerfal  Lord,  be  bounteous  flill  205 

To  give  us  only  good ;  and  if  the  night 

Have  gathered  ought  of  evil  or  conceaPd, 

Difperfe  it,  as  now  light  difpels  the  dark. 

So  pray'd  they  innocent,  and  to  their  thoughts 

Firm 


O  Jupiter  give  us  eood  things, 
whether  we  pray  far  Uiem  or  noc, 
and  remove  from  us  evil  things, 
even  tho'  we  pray  for  them.  And 
we  learn  from,  the  firft  book  of 
Xenophon^s  memoirs  of  his  mailer 
Socntes,  that  Socrates  was  wont 
to  pray  to  the  Gods  only  to  give 
good  things,  as  they  knew  oeft 
what  things  were  fo.  tv^tTo  cTe 
4rp@-  THf  '^iv:  asKKm  t*  ayatct 

Attti  C^OtA  €tyet6et  fc/.  And  to 
the  fame  purpofe  there  is  an  ex- 
cellent colled  in  our  Liturgy,  for 
the  eighth  Sunday  after  Trinity, 
H^i  bunJfiy  befeech  thee  to  put  emifiny 
from  us  all  hurtful  things,  ami  to 
give  us  thofe  things  wuhicb  be  frofi- 
gable  fir  us. 
* 

log.  So  pray  J  they  innocent^  and 

to  their  thoughts 
Firm  peace  recover  dfoon  and  wont- 
ed calm. 
On  to  their  morning's  rural  *work 
they  hafte  Sec]  Thcfe  vcrfcs 
are  thus  pointed  in  the  bed,  that  is 
in  Milton*s  own  editions :  but  the 
latter  fentcnce  begins  very  abrupt- 
ly, On  to  their  mornings  tuori  &c. 
Dr.  Bentley  therefore   continuing 
the  fentence  reads  thus. 


So  pny'd  they  innocent;  and  to 

their  thoughts 
Firm  peace  recovering  boa  and 

wonted  calm, 
On  to  their  moming^s  rural  work 

they  hafte  i^c. 

Dr.  Pearce  thinks  the  fentence  fuf- 
ficiently  continued  in  the  common 
reading,  if  recovered  be  a  parti- 
ciple of  the  ablative  cafe;  and 
conceives  this  to  be  the  conflruc* 
tion.  Peace  and  calm  being  recover  d 
to  their  thoughts,  they  hafie  &c,  and 
accordingly  points  it  thus, 

•—  and,  to  their  thoughts 
Firm  peace  recovered   loon  and 
wonted  calm. 
On  to  their  morning*s  rural  work 
they  hafte. 

But  perhaps  the  abruptnefs  of  the 
line 

On  to  their  morning's  rural  work 
they  hafle 

was  defignd  the  better  to  exprefs 
the  hafte  they  were  in  as  they  were 
later  to  day  than  ufual :  Or  per- 
haps with  an  cafy  alteration  it  m.iy 
be  read  thus, 

Then  to  their  morning^  rural  work 
they  hafte. 
113  214.  Tkir 
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Firm  peace  recover'd  foon  and  wonted  calm. 
On  to  their  morning's  rural  work  they  hafto 
Among  fweet  dews  and  flow'rs;  where  any  row 
Of  fruit-trees  over-woody  reach'd  too  far 
Their  pampcr'd  boughs,  and  needed  hands  to  check 
Fruitlefs  embraces:  or  they  led  the  vine  215 

To  wed  her  elm ;  flie  fpous'd  about  him  twines 
'  Her  marriageable  arms,  and  with  her  brings 
J^et  dow'r  th'  adopted  clufters,  to  adorn 

His 

sii..  Tteir  pamftrJ  bongli,'}  The  that  ia  very  fitly  made  the  enploj- 

Eropnecy  of  this  exprelian   will  ment  of  a  nuiTTied  coupl^  wUdi 

efl  be  leen  by  what  Junius  fsys  of  is  urged  in  Ovid  M  an  ar| 

the  etymology  of  the  word/oai^.  maniagc.  Met.  XIV.  661 
The  French  word  /ok^  of  the 
Latin  pamfinKi  is  a  vine-branch  full 


of  Jgaves :  and  a  vineyard,  he  ob- 
ia^t  is  faid  by  them  pamprtr, 
when  it  is  overgrown  with  fupcr- 
Huoua  leaves  and  fruiilefs  branches. 
Gallis  faitipTt  eft  painpinus :  unde 
lis  pamprcr  dicitur  vinea  fupervacuo 
pampiDoritm  germine  cxuberans,  ac 
nimia  ctefcendi  luxutia  quodaai- 
modo  iylveicens. 

21G.    To  Vied  her  rim;  ]     Hot. 
Epod.  II.  9. 

-~Aut  adulta  vitium  propag^ 

Altas  maritit  populos : 
Inutilefque  falce  ramos  ajaputam, 
f  eliciores  infcrit, 

Adatn  and  Eve  are  very  well  em- 
ploy'd  in  cheriiitg  fruiiUfi  imhecti, 
and  Itadin^  tht  •viiu  t»  lutdher  tlmi 


Ulmus  ent  contn  Jpattoia  tii 

tibos  nvi), 
Q^am  focia  pc^nata  p 

vite  probavit  i 
At  fi  Ilarct,  ait,  colcb*  fiqc  pak 

mite  truncns. 
Nil  praeter  frondcs,  quatt  poun- 

cur,  haberet.  _    , 

Hxc  quo^ue  qnx  juuAa  fitii  le- 

quiefcic  in  olmo. 
Si  non  nupta  fbret,   tern  wdi- 

nata  jaccreL 

Ad  elm  was  near,  to  whofe  em- 
braces led. 

The  curling  vine    her    fwelling 
duilers  Ipread : 

He  view'd  their  twining  branches 
with  delight. 

And  praiE'd  the  beauty  of  the  pWaT- 
ing  fight. 

Yet 
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His  barren  leaves.  Them  thus  employed  beheld 

With  pity  Heaven's  high  king,  and  to  him  call'd  220 

Raphael^  the  fociable  SpiVit,  that  deign'd 

To  travel  with  Tobias^  and  fecur'd 

His  marriage  with  the  fev'ntimes-wedded  maid. 

Raphael^  iaid  he^  thou  hear'ft  what  ftir  on  Earth 
Satan  firom  Hell  fcap'd  through  the  darkfome  gulf 
Hath  rais'd  in  Paradiie^  and  how  difturb'd         226 
This  night  the  human  pair^  how  he  deiigns 

In 


Yet  tliis  tall  elm»  bat  for  his  vine 
(he  faid) 

Had  ftood  ncgle£led»  and  a  bar- 
ren (hade; 

Ati  this  fair  vine,  but  that  her 
armsforrovnd 

Her  marry'd  elm,  had  crept  along 
the  ground.        Pope. 

And  Virgil  likewife  has  the  meta- 
phor  of  the  vine  embracing  the 
elm,  Georg.  II.  367. 

Inde  uM  j^lm  validis  amflexa  f^r- 
pibus  olmos 
-  Ejderint: 

and  not  only  the  poets,  but  Colu* 
mella  and  the  writers  of  ruftic  af- 
fturs  frequently  ufe  the  phrafes  of 
fmfta  wtuy  and  marita  uimus, 

222.  7o tritvel imtb TobimSf']   In 
die  book  of  Tobit  the  Angel  Ra- 

Shad  travels  with  Tobias  into  Me- 
ia  and  back  again,  and  inftruAs 
him  how  to  marry  Sara  the  daugh- 


ter of  Raguel,  and  how  to  drive 
away  the  wicked  Spirit  who  had 
de(lroy*d  her  former  fevcn  hus- 
bands before  they  had  knowledge 
of  her.  So  fociable  a  Spirit  as  this 
is  very  properly  fcnt  to  converfe 
with  Adam  upon  this  occaiion.  ^ 

224.  Raphael,  faid  he,  then  heat^Ji 
nuhat  fiir  on  Earth  &c]  Mil- 
ton in  the  following  fcene  feems  to 
have  had  his  eye  in  a  particular 
manner  upon  the  9th  Canto  of 
TaiTo's  Jerufalem,  where  God  fends 
Michael  to  aflift  the  ChrifUans. 
What  God  fays  here  to  Raphael 
is  exprefs'd  much  after  the  fame 
manner  with  the  beginning  of  God*s 
fpeech  to  Michael,  St.  58. 

—  Non  vedi  hor  come  s^armi 
Contra  la  mia  fcdd  dillctta  grcg- 

gia 
L'empia  fchiera  d'  Auerno  — 

"Thjer. 
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In  them  at  once  to  ruin  all  mankind. 

Go  therefore,  half  this  day  as  friend  with  fnend 

Convcrfc  with  Adam,  in  what  bow'r  or  (hade    z^o 

Thou  find'ft  him  from  the  heat  of  noon  rietH^-d, 

To  refpit  his  day-kbor  with  repaft^ 

Or  with  repofc;  and  fuch  diicourie  bring  on. 

As  may  advife  him  of  his  happy  ftate, 

Happinefs  in  his  pow'r  left  free  to  wUl,  23  j 

Left  to  his  own  free  will,  his  will  though  free. 

Yet  mutable;  whence  warn  him  to  beware 

He  fwerve  not  too  fecure :  tell  him  withal 

His 

235.  Happine/s  in  bis  ponxtr  left  go  of  themfelves  to  the  aflfenUy 

free  to  'will^  That  is  in  the  of  the  Gods,  and,  when  there  was 

pmver  of  him  left  free  to  will.  no  more  afe   for  them,  retaracd 

^47. nor  delay  d  the  'winged  again  after  the  fame  manner.  Sca- 

Saint  &c.  ]  Raphael's  de-  ligcr  has  rallied  HoiAer  very  fc- 
parture  from  before  the  throne,  verely  upon  this  point,  as  M.  Da- 
and  his  Right  thro'  the  quires  of  cier  has  endevor'd  to  defend  it.  I 
Angels,  is  £nely  imaged.  As  Mil-  will  not  pretend  to  determin,  whe- 
ton  every  where  fills  his  poem  with  ther  in  this  particular  of-  Homer, 
circumllances  that  are  marvelous  the  marvelous  does  not  lofe  fight 
and  aflonifhing,  he  defcribes  the  of  the  probable.  As  the  miracn- 
gute  of  Heaven  as  framed  after  lous  workmanihip  of  Milton's  gates 
fuch  a  manner,  that  it  open'd  of  is  not  fo  extraordinary  as  this  of 
itfclf  upon  the  approach  of  the  the  tripodes,  fo  I  am  perfuaded  he 
Angel  who  was  to  pafs  through  it.  would  not  have  mentioned  it,  had 
The  poet  here  feems  to  have  re-  not  he  been  fupported  in  it  by  a 
^ded  two  or  three  pafTages  in  pafTage  in  the  Scripture,  which 
the  1 8th  Iliad,  as  that  in  particu-  i'peaks  of  wheels  in  Heaven  that 
lar,  where  fpeaking  of  Vulcan,  had  life  in  them,  and  moved  of 
Homer  fays,  that  he  had  made  themfelves,  or  flood  flill,  in  con- 
twenty  tripodes  running  on  golden  formity  with  theCherubims,  whom 
wheels  i  which  upon  occafion  might  they  accompany'd.     There  is  no 

qi^eilion 
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His  danger,  and  from  whom ;  what  enemy, 

Late  iidrn  himfelf  from  Heaven,  is  plotting  now 

The  fall  of  others  from  like  ftiitc  of  blifs;  241 

By  violence?  no,  for  that  fliall  be  withftood; 

But  by  deceit  and  lies;  this  let  him  know. 

Left  wilfully  tranfgrefling  he  pretend 

Surprifal,  unadmoni(h'd,  unforewarn'd.  245 

So  fpake  th'  eternal  Father,  and  fulfilled 
All  juflice :  nor  delayed  the  winged  Samt 
After  his  charge  rcceiv'd;  but  from  among 
Thoufand  ccleftial  Ardors,  where  he  ftood 

Veird 

qoeftion  but  Milton  had  this  cir-  aothors,  2nd  have  each  their  par- 

cumflance  in  his  thoughts,  bccaufe  ticular  beauties  and  defers.   Mil- 

in  the  following  book  he  defcribes  ton  does  not  in  this  place  feei^to 

the  chariot  of   the  Mefliah  with  endevor  to  imitate,  as  he  does  in 

living  wheels,  according  to  the  plan  many  others,  the  Italian  poet,  but 

of  Ezekiel's  vifion.    I  queflion  not  rather  to  drive  to  rival  and  outdo 

but   Bofiu   and  the  two  Daciers,  him,  and  to  have  chofcn  for  that 

who  are  for  vindicating  every  thing  purpofe  circuniilanccs  of  a  diffc- 

that  is  cenfured  in  Homer,  by  fome-  rent  fort  to  embellifh  his  defcrip- 

ihing  parallel  in  holy  Writ,  would  tion.     Which  has  fuccceded  bell, 

have  been  very  well  plcafed  had  every   reader   muft   determin  for 

they  thought  of  confronting  Vul-  himfelf.    ...  ^hyer. 

can's  tripodes  with  EzekieFs  wheels.  249. .  Tbou/and  aleflial  Ardors^  ] 

Addifm,  Ardor  in  Latin  implies  fervency. 

It  perhaps  would  be  an  entertain-  exceeding  love,  eager  dcfire»  fie."/ 

ment  to  the  curious  reader  to  com-  nature  ;    all  included   in  the  ickt 

pare  this  circumftaniial  defcription  of  an  Angel.                   Jluhnrdfon. 

of  Raphael's  defcent  from  Heaven  By  the   uord  Ardor t  here  Milton 

with  that  of   Michael  in  Taflb's  only  means  Seraphim,   which  fig* 

Gier.  Lib.  Cant.  9.  Sc.  60,  61,  62.  nifies  jufl  the   fame    in    Hebrew 

I'hcy  feem   both   to    have   been  (being    dcriv'd    from    %arafh    to 

much  labored  by  their  refpeftive  burn)  z^  Ardors  does  in  Engliih. 

me 
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Vcil'd  with  his  gorgeous  wings,  up  fpringing  light  250 
Flew  through  the  midft  of  Heav'n  j  th'  angelic  quire^ 
On  each  hand  parting,  to  his  fpeed  gave  way 
Through  all  th'  empyreal  road ;  till  at  the  gate 
Of  Heav'n  arriv'd,  the  gate  felf-open'd  wide 
On  golden  hinges  turning,  a^  by  work  2Cf 

Divine  the  fovran  Architeft  had  fram'd. 
From  hence,  no  cloud,  or,  to  obftruft  his  fight,         f 
Star  interpos'd,  however  fmall  he  fees,  ^M 

Not  unconform  to  other  diining  globes. 
Earth  and  the  gard'n  of  God,  with  cedars  crowo'd 
Above  all  hills.  As  when  by  night  the  glafs        261 

Of 

Th#poet,  I  fiippoTe,  only  made    Where  Mr.  Po^  obfitnti  that  dw 

nre   of  this   tenn   to   divcrfify  hii    txpnfSon  of  tie  gata  ^  Jitrnvn  m 

language  a  litile,  ai  he  is  forc'd  to    in  the  eallem  maoDcr,  wherv  tbcy 

mcntioii  the  word  Seraph  and  Se-    laid  the  ga/a  of  Heaven  or  Eatdi 

raphim  in  fo  many  places.      Tlyer.    for  the  entrance  or  czxremkica  of 

254.  —  the gatt ff}f»pendiiiiJi\    Heaven'oi  Earth;  a  phrafe  uful 

This  circumftance  is  not  borrow'd,    in  the  Scriptnm,  u  ii  oUerved  b¥ 

ai    Mr.  AddiTon  conceiv'd,    from    Dacier. 

^Vulcan'i  iripodet  in  Homer,   but 

from  Homer's  making  the  gates  of       357.  Trtm  btnee,  at  rhmJ,  Ice.  ] 

Heaven  open  of  their  own  accord    The  conuaa  after  initrfot'tl,  fbows 

to  the  Deitiei    who  pafled    thro'    that  it  is  here  a  participle  in  the 

k    them,  Iliad.  V.  7+9.  ablatire  cafe  pnt  abfolarel/;  aad 

AfT«u*T«/  /»  wi-XW  uvut  «-    tte  conftraftion  is,  Frtm  h,n,f,  m 

„    ,        1r  >»■»  *"  Mf,  Jt  fit,,  i«<iM»> 

Heav  n  gat«  fpontaneous  open  to  fm<,a  it  is.  appearing  very  finaU  at 
thePowrs.  thatdiftance.  (i,,.r/A,^^J,„ 

^eav  as  golden  g«te«i,  kept  by  the  cih^MmnggUi,,.  and  \^  a  Par* 
winged  Houn.    Pope.  dife,   ib*  garin  >/(;*4  dut  wi» 

trrwu'd 
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Of  GaliieOj  left  aflur'd,  obferves  ; 

Imagined  lands  and  regions  in  the  moon : 
Or  pilot,  from  amidil  the  Cyclades 
Delos  or  Samos  iirft  appearing,  kens  26  c 

A  cloudy  fpot.    Down  thither  prone  in  flight 
He  ipeeds,  and  through  the  vaft  ethereal  iky 
Sails  between  worlds  and  worlds,  with  fleddy  wing 
Now  on  the  polar  winds,  then  with  quick  £m 
Winnows  the  buxom  air;  till  withm  foar  270 

Of  tow'ring  eagles,  to'  all  the  fowls  he  icems 
A  Pheenix,  gaz'd  by  all,  as  that  fole  bird. 
When  to  infhrine  his  reliques  in  the  fun's 

Bright 

er§wmd  imtb  tedars   which  were  n7ime^X.o^tm\Or piloufi-om omM 

higher  than  the  higheft  hiUs.  the  Qfckdes,  a  parcel  of  Hands  m 

26 1 .  <— *  As  <wben  by  night  the  the  Archipelago,  De/os  or  SamesJSrJi 

glafi  &c.]  The  Angel  from  appearing^   two  of  the  largeft  of 

Hesven  gate  viewing  the  earth  is  thefe  ilands  and  therefore  £rfl  ap- 

compared  to   an  ailronomer    ob-  pearing,  kens  a  cloudy  fpot y  for  ilands 

ftrving  the  moon  thro'  a  telefcope,  leem  to  be  fuch  at  their  iirfl  ap- 

or  to  a  pilot  at  Tea  difcovenng  an  pearance.   But  the  Angel  {ct%  with 

Hand  at  a  diftance.    As  luben  Sy  greater  deamefs  and  certainty  than 

Might  the  glafs  of  Galileo^  the  tele-  thefe ;  the  gla(s  is  lefs  afut'd,  and 

fcope  firft  ufcd  in  celeftial  obferva-  the  pilot  kens  only   a   cloudy  fpoU 

tions  by  Galileo  a  native  of  Flo-  when  the  Angel  fees  not  the  whole 

rence,  Ufs  ajfurd  than  the  Angel,  globe  only,  but  diilindly  the  mount 

as  was  likewife  the  pilot,  ohfermes^  of  Paradife. 

a   poetical  exprcffion,  the   inftru-        a66. Dom}n  thither  pr-ne  im 

ment  put  for  the  pcrfon  who  makes  JUzht  &c.]  Virg.  itn.  IV.  253. 

ufe  of  ity  imagind lands  and  regions  —nine  toto  prxceps it  co«^or# 

M  the  moouy  it  b  not  only  imagined  ad  undas 

that   there   are  lands  and  regions  Miiit,  avi  fimilis. 

in  the  moon^  but  aftronomers  give  272,  A  Phaemx,']  Dr.  Bentley  ob- 
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Bright  temple,  to  Egyptian  Thebes  he  flies. 

At  once  on  th'  eaftern  cliff  of  Paiadife  275 

.  He  lights,  and  to  his  proper  fliape  returns 

A  Seraph  wing'd;  fix  wings  he  wore,  to  (hade 

His  lineaments  divine  \  the  pair  that  clad 

Each  fhouldcr  broad,  came  manding  o'er  his  txeaft 

Widi 


jc^s  to  Rtpliael*8  taking  ibejb^ 
ef  a  Pbanixt  and  the  ohjedion 
would  be  veiy  joft  if  Milton  had 
faid  any  fach  thing :  but  he  only 
fays  that  to  all  the  ftrwls  he  feemt 
a  Phoenix ;  he  was  not  really  a 
Phcenix.  the  birds  only  fancied  him 
one.  This  bird  was  famous  anK)ng 
the  Ancients,  but  generally  looked 
upon  by  the  Modems  as  fabulous. 
The  naturalifb  fpeak  of  it  as  iingle» 
or  the  only  one  of  its  kind,  and 
therefore  it  is  called  here  that  file 
hirJ,  as  it  had  been  before  by  TaiFo 
unico  augdlo.  They  defcribe  it  as 
of  a  moll  beautiful  plumage.  They 
hold  that  it  lives  five  or  fix  hun- 
dred years;  that  when  thus  ad- 
vanced in  age,  it  builds  itfelf  a  fu- 
neral pile  of  wood  and  aromatic 
gums,  which  being  kindled  by  the 
fun  it  is  there  confumed  by  the  fire» 
and  ^inother  Phcenix  arifes  out  of 
the  afhes,  anceilor  and  fuccefTor  to. 
himfeify  who  taking  up  the  re- 
liques  of  his  funeral  pile  flies  with 
them  to  Egyptian  Thebes  to  in- 
ihrine  them  there  jn  the  temple  of 
the  fun,  the  other  birds  attending 
and  gazing  upon  him  in  his  flight. 
Egyptian  ihehfs  to  diiHnguifh  it 
from  the  other  Thebes  in  ficvotia. 


See  Pirn.  Nat.  Hit.  L.  10.  e.  i* 
Ovid.  Met.  XY.  and  Clandian  da 
Fhonuoe.  AmidaiftTaflSltiBikft 

manner  compared  to  a  Phceaia^ 

Cant.  17.  St.  35. 

Come  air  hor,  chel  rinato  onice 
augello,  CsTr. 

As  when  the  new-bom  Phoenix 

doth  begin 
To  fly  to  Ethiope- ward>  at  the  ftir 

bent 
Of  her  rich  wings,  ftrange  plamcs» 

and  feathers  thin» 
Her  crowns  and  chains,  with  nt' 

tivc  gold  befprent. 
The  world  amazed  flands ;  and 

with  her  fly 
An  hoft  of  wondVing  birds  that 

iing  and  cry : 
So  pad  Armida^  lookM  on,  gaz*d 

on  fo.  Fairfax. 

275. Mr  tF  eaftern  cliffy  For 

there  was  the  only  gate  of  Para- 
dife,  IV.  178.  The  good  Angel 
enters  by  the  gate,  and  not  lie 
Satan. 

276.  ■  and  to  his  proper  JBafe 

returns]  The  Vforiftntpehtit 

(I  fuppofe)  occafion'd  Dr.  Bendey 

in>his  note  on  the  former  paflage  to 

fay 
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With  regal  ornament  -,  the  middle  pair 
Girt  like  a  flarry  zpne  his  wafle,  and  round 
Skirted  his  loms  and  thighs  with  downy  gold 
And  colors  dipt  in  Heav'n;  the  third  his  feet 
Shadow'd  from  either  heel  with  feather'd  mail, 
Sky-tindur'd  grain.  Like  Maia's  fon  he  flood,     285 

And 


fav  that  MUton  makes  Raphael 
tOLAtbefiafeof  a?botmx.  But  by 
returning  to  his  frcfer  Jhafi  Milton 
means  only  that  he  ftood  on  his 
feety  and  gathered  up  his  fix  wings 
into  their  proper  place  and  fituation. 

Pearce, 
Or  as  another  ingenious  perfon  ex- 
prefies  it.  He  feemM  again  what  he 
really  was,  a  Seraph  wing'd ;  where- 
as in  his  flight  he  appeared  what  he 
was  not,  a  Phoenix. 

277.  "^^  fix  ivings  he  nvertf  &cj 
The  Seraphim  fcen  by  Ifaiah,  VL 
2.  had  the  fame  number  of  wings, 
Jibove  it  ftood  the  Serafhims,  each  om 
had  fix  wings:  but  there  the  wings 
are  difpofed  differently. 

284. ivith  feather  d  mail, 

Shf'tinBurd grain."]  Feathers  lie 
one  fliort  of  another  refembling  the 
plates  of  metal  of  which  coats  of 
mail  are  composed.  Sky- colored, 
dy*d  in  grain,  to  exprefs  beauty 
and  durablenefs.      "Richardfon, 

285.— like  Maidsfiin  heftood,Scc.'] 
Raphael's  defcent  to  the  earth,  with 
the  figure  of  his  perfon,  is  repre- 
fented  in  very  lively  colors.  Se- 
veral of  the  French,  Italian  and 
En^liih  poets  have  ^ven  a  loofe  to 
their  imaginations  m  the  defcrip- 


tion  of  Angels  :  But  I  do  not  re- 
member to  have  met  with  any  fo 
finely  drawn,  and  fo  conformable 
to  the  notions  which  are  given  of 
them  in  Scripture,  as  this  in  Mil- 
ton. After  having  fet  him  forth 
in  all  his  heavenly  plumage,  and 
reprefented  him  as  alighting  upon 
the  earth,  the  poet  concludes  his 
defcription  with  a  circumflance, 
which  is  altogether  new,  and  ima- 
gined with  the  greateft  ftrength  of 
fancy. 

*-  Like  Maia*s  fon  he  ffood. 
And  (hook  his  plumes,  thatheav'n- 

ly  fragrance  filPd 
The  circuit  wide.     Jddi/on. 

The  comparing  of  the  Angel  to 
Maia^s  font  to  Mercury,  fhows 
evidently  that  the  poet  had  parti- 
cularly in  view  thofe  fublime.paf- 
fages  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  which, 
ddcribe  the  flight  and  defcent  of 
Mercury  to  the  earth.  That  of  Ho* 
mer  is  in  the  Uiad.  XXIV.  339.      "* 

AwT/x'  iTrtd'  i*fro  'sroor/F  litiVAr 

Am- 


v> 


I      •. 
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And  {hook  his  plumes,  that  hetv'tdy  fb^ance  Wi 
The  circait  wide.  Strait  knew  him  all  the  bands 
jOf  Angds  under  wateh;  and  to  his  ibte, 
^  And  to  his  meflage  high  in  han<v  rife;  289 

*  For  on  fome  meflage  high  they  guefi'd  hfan  boottd. 

glittering  tents  he  pafs'd^  and  now  is  come 

Into 


Ai^Ce^Mp  Xf^/^*  '^^  IM"^  f^ 

'Qf  f  OiA«<»  711  c  /*  «um  ft«f  uVr«* 

The  God  obeys,  his  golden  pi- 
nions binds. 

And  mounts  incnmbent  on  the 
wings  of  winds. 

That  high  thro'  fields  of  air  his 
flight  fuAain, 

0*er  tne  wide  earth,  and  o*er  the 
boundlcis  main : 

Then  grafps  the  wand  that  caafes 
fieep  to  fly. 

Or  in  foft  fiumbers  feals  the  wake- 
ful eye.        Pope. 

Virgil  hat  tranflated  it  almoft  lit- 
ferally,  but  with  fome  additbns, 
i£n.IV.238. 

Dixefat:  ille  patris  magni  parere 
parabat 

Imperio,  et  primum  pedibos  tala- 

ria  ne£Ut 
Aurea:  qux  fublimem  alis,  five 

aequora  fbpra. 


Ses  ternum  rapido  fiik«  cam. 

Ihim  yrbffm  daqpii:  Uto  waimm 

ilk  evdeat  Oico 
Pallentes,  alias  ftob  triftia  TMan 

mittit; 
Dat  foiBBOt  adiMCfve  ct  knbut 

morte  reiigaat. 

Hennes  obeys;  widi  golden  pi- 
nions binds 
I£s  flying  feet,  and  moonts  Ac 

wdlem  winds : 
And  wh  ether  o*er  the  feas  or  earth 

he  flies. 
With  n^pid  force,  they  bear  him 

down  the  flues. 
But  flrft  he  grafps  within  his  aw- 

fiilhand. 
The  mark  of  (bv*reign  powV,  hn 

magic  wand : 
With  &is,   he  draws  the  ghoAs 

from  hollow  graves, 
^th  this,  he  drives  them  down 

the  Stygian  waves ; 
With  this,  he  feals  in  fleep  the 

wakeful  fleht ; 
And  eyes,  thcr  closed  in  death,  re- 

ftores  to  light.      Dxyden. 

If  it  is  hard  to  determin  (as  Mr. 
Pope  (ays)  which  b  more  excellent^ 

the 
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Into  the  blifsful  field,  through  proves  of  mjrrrh. 
And  Bow'ring  oAon,  aSia,  nord,  and  babn; 
A  wilderncfs  of  fvreets;  6x  Nature  here 
Wanton'd  as  in  her  prime,  and  play'd  at  will      29J 
Her  virgin  fancies,  pouring  forth  more  fweet. 
Wild  above  rule  or  art;  esormoos  blifs. 

Him 


di«  copy  or  the  orig!iiiI,  yet  t  be- 
lieve erery  reader  will  eafily  de- 
ttrmin  thu  Milton's  defctipdon  is 
betttr  tluB  both.  The  mder  may 
likewife,  if  he  pleafea,  compare 
this  dercent  of  Raphael  with  that 
of  Gabriel  in  'Taflb,  Cant.  i. 
St.  13,  14,  15.  Bat  (as  Dr.  Pearce 
obferves}  it  u  the  gniceflil  po- 
Anic  in  fluiding  afier  alighting 
that  is  particuwly  compard  to 
Mercury  I 
Hic  paribus  primum  nitens  Cylle- 

niui  alia 
CtMflitit,  ^n.rV.ijs- 
It  is  probable  that  the  ides  was  firft 
taken  from  the  graceful  atdtudea 
of  the  antique  ftatoea  of  Mercuiy : 
Imt  our  author  might  have  it  more 
isunediately     from     Shakefpear's 
Hamlet,  Aft  III. 
A  Aatioa,  like  the  herald  Mercury 
New-lighted  on  a  Heaven- Itifling 
hill: 
U  the  image  of  the  Anil's  Oiaking 
his  fragrant    plume)   is  borrow'd 
paiticuUrly  from  Fairfax's  TalTo, 
On  Lebanon  at  firil  his  foot  he  fet. 
And  Ihoolt  hu  wings  with  rowy 
May^dewi  wet. 


28S.        — —  oh//*  hitpati, 
Jbtd  h  Hi  mrfmgt  high  im  htmr 
ri/n]  With  the  fame  refpeA 
as  the  Mofes  pay  to  Gallus  in  Vir- 
gil, Ed.  VI.  66. 

Utque  viro  Phcebi  chonu  aJTur- 
rcxcrit  omnis. 


i/ifiA  So  the  two  firil  edi- 
dons  punt  this  paltagc :  Dr.  Bent- 
ley  puts  no  Hop  after  mrt ;  for  want 
of  which  he  has  fallen  into  a  oon- 
£derable  tnillake:  inftaad  of  faiir- 
ringftttb  mare/wM,hx  would  have 
ns  read  fttriwg  fartb  frtfuft.  He 
lays  mwri  fuiitt  than  what  ?  no- 
thing :  for  the  comparifon  is  dtopt. 
But  the  fcnfe  it,  pouring  forth 
what  was  the  more  fweet  for 
being  wild  and  above  rule  or  art. 

Or  fluxild  thffre  not  be  a  comma 
only  after  art  F  and  is  not  ttarnmu 
tHft  the  accufative  cafe  after  fan-- 
in^ftrthf  which  blifs  was  the  twrw 
Jviitt,  as  it  was  'wild  lAtv*  ndi  *r 


39S.  Him 
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Him  through  the  fpicy  forcft;  onward  come 
Adam  difccrn'd,  as  in  the  door  he  fat  ( 

Of  his  cool  bow'r,  while  now  the  mounted  fun  ja 
Shot  down  diredt  his  fervid  rays  to  warm 
Earth's  inmoft  womb,more  warmth  thanAdam  nee^ 
And  Eve  within,  due  at  her  hour  prepar'd  i 

For  dinner  favory  fruits,  of  tafte  to  plcafc 
True  appetite,  and  not  difreliih  thirft  39 

Of  ncfta'rous  draughts  between,  from  milky  ftreain. 
Berry  or  grape :  to  whom  thus  Adam  call'd. 

Hafte  hither  Eve,  and  wortli  thy  fight  behold 
Eaflward  among  thofe  trees,  what  glorious  fliape 
Comes  this  way  moving;  feems  another  morn    31 
Ris'n  on  mid-noon;  fome  great  beheft  fi:om  Heaven 

1 

tgS.  Him  fhrmtgb  t^J^ofi^fi]  ^^vcaoa  of  rome  that  Noah  wu  t 
Kapuel's  reception  by  the  gnar-  firS  who  made  wine,  becaufe  it 
dian  Aneeb;  hb  paffing  thro'  the  faid  in  Scripture,  Gen.  IX.  io.i 
wildefneti  of  fwects ;  (its  diftant  Naai>  iegam  tt  it  am  hu^anJmam,  t 
appearance  to  Adam,  have  all  the  hi  fitmitda  "jintjard:  but  it  cam 
sracei  that  poetry  is  capable  of  be-  be  inferr'd  from  hence  that  he  ■ 
Sowing.         Adiifim.  ib.c  firft  vine-drelTer  any  moret^ 

that  he  wat  the  firft  huniandai 

299.' — as  in  ihe  dovr  bi  fal^  So    and  our  author,  we  fee,  givet- 
Abraham,  Gen.  XVIII.  i.  fat  in    earlier  date  to  the  making  of  wii 
ibi  ttnt-daor  in  ibe  hiat  tf  the  daj    and   a  little  afterwards   more  I 
whenhewasvifiiedby  threeAngela.    prefsly. 
From  that  paflage  our  poet  form'd 
this  iDcidcnt.        BrntUj.  —  for  drink  the  grape 

She  crufhes,  ino&niive  muA. 

307.  Berry  tr  grafi:'\  It  ii  the 
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To  us  perhaps  he  brings,  and  will  vouchiafe 
This  day  to  be  our  gueft.  But  go  with  fpeed. 
And  what  thy  Acres  contain,  bring  forth,  and  pour 
Abundance,  fit  to  honor  and  receive  315 

'   Our  heav'nly  ftranger :  well  we  may  afford 
Our  givers  their  own  gifts,  and  large  beftow 
From  large  beilow'd,  where  Nature  multiplies 
Her  fertil  growth,  and  by  dilburd'ning  grows 

t  Morei  fruitful^  which  inflrudts  us  not  to  ipare,     320 
To  whom  thus  Eve.  Adam,  earth's  hallow'd  mold* 
Of  God  infpir'd,.  finall  ftorc  will  ferve,  where  ftore. 
All  feafons,  lipc  for  ufe  hangs  on  the  ftalk; 
Save  what  by  frugal  iloring  firmnefs  gains 
To  nourifh,  and  fuperfluous  moid  confumes:       32^ 

But 

Hkfi  or  new  wine,  (a  we  fpell  it  E  om  im  lujha  Umfigiuir'  ^w. 
.•fter  the  Latin  vmfiurn,    aSd  not  tarn* 

tm^fi  u  it  is  in  our  auttuu'i  own  Cbt  faU  a  fiU  mpM»/i,  t  psm  A 
editions.  ^MTM.        Th/cr. 

dertooi  the  ghr^.,  M*  >»fo«  philote^al  Tor  the  female  cha- 

■''■'°°''*'-  laacr  of  Eve :  and  in  m/  opinioii 

9^\Q.  ^^  fitmi amuhrr  mtm  one  of  Milton'tgreateft  faults  ishili 

jtij'n  w  MiV-mm;]  An  expreffion  introdudng  inconMences    in  the 

mobably  borrow'd  from  thcle  two  charaden  both  of  Angels  and  MaD 

fiii«  in  Matiao's  Adonis,  upon  a  b^  mixing  too  much  with  thcia 

Jiidden  appearance  of  a  glory  nitch  hu  own  pnilofophical  notions. 

of  the  tame  kind.  C,  It.  St.  37.  '^hfx 

|«      Vol.  I.  Kk  .    ^6.  — -* 
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But  I  wHl  hade,  and  from  each  bough  and  brake, 
Eich  plant  and  jucicft  gourd,  will  pluck  fuch  choice 
To  entertain  our  Angel  gueft,  as  he 
Beholding  fhall  confefs,  that  here  on  Earth 
God  hath  difpens'd  his  bounties  as  in  Heaven.     330 

So  faying,  with  difpatchful  looks  in  Kafte 
She  turns,  on  hofpitable  thoughts  intent 
What  choice  to  choofe  for  delicacy  beft, 
What  order,  fo  contriv'd  as  not  to  mix 
Taftes,  not  well  join'd,  inelegant,  bat  bring       33s 
Tafle  after  tafte  upheld  with  kindlieft  change; 

Bcftirs 

326. Bid  from  each  hsagh  anJ  331.  S«  faying,    toiti  tC^tfttfil 

lirak(t  Ufh  ic]  The  authtw  gives 

Each  plant    and  juciefl   gcuri,  ]  us  Here  a  particular  defcriplion  of 

Jic.  Bcntlcy  would  read  bramh  in-  Eve  in  her  domeftic  employments, 

ftead  of  brake,  thinking  that  pro-  Though  in  this,   and  other  puts 

vifions  are  not  to  be  gathcr'd  from  of  the  fame  boak,    the  fubjed  11 

brokei:    but   hnugh,    krake,   plant,  only  the  boufewiiiy  of  ourfirftpt- 

and  teurd,  expreis  here  aU  the  (e-  rent,    it  is  fei  ott    with  To  tamj 

▼era!  kinds  of  things  which  pro-  pleafing  images  and  ftrong  exprcP 

duce  fruits.     The  hanzh  belongs  to  fions,  as  make  it  none  of  the  lealt 

fr>:it-[rec5 ;  the  plani  is  fuch  as  that  agreeable  pacts  in  this  divine  work. 

which  produces   ftrawberries  We;  JMfm. 

Ih«  foBT// includes  all  kinds  that  be  ,,t       1  ■          ,    ,-,  ~™- 

on  the  earth;  and  the  ir^.  is  the  ,  333-  »^;"  f*"'"' «  ^*«/]  Tl» 

fpeci«  between  trees  and  plants ;  '^"  "^  i'''^?"  "  ^=7  "^'J?   "  *^- 

o7this  fort  are  (I  thir.k)  ihchurhes  T:  "  ^'^'7  T'Tv      0      I'v 

which    yield  currants,    black  ber-  'j«Ki""'/-'W/'. 'X-  ^89;/-'.^ 

TO.,  goofe-bL-rries.  rafb.rnK    (fc.  >■  XI  427    and  .s  not  unafu.l  « 

Bat  i?  we  read  with  the  Doaor  **«  beft  ckffic  author,  a*  in  Te- 

^™4.    it  will    be  a    "fiperfluous  «""■  ^^'>"^-  V-  V.  8. 

^.-ird.  bkCauTe  of  ieu^i  whi^  pre-  Nam  hunc  fcio  met  foIJde  IblDn 

Wdt  J  it,    -     Pcerci.  fiav'farMin  ginAa  ,• 
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Beftirs  her  then,  and  from  each  tender  ftalk 
Whatever  Earth  all-bearing  mother  yields  • 

In  India  Eaft  or  Weft,  or  middle  fhorc 
In  Pontus  or  the  Punic  coaft,  or  where  3i|.6 

Alcinous  reign'd,  fruit  of  all  kinds,  in  coat 
Rough  or  fmooth  rin'd,  or  bearded  hufk,  or  fhell. 
She  gathers,  tribute  large,  and  on  the  board 
Heaps  with  unfparing  hand  3  for  drink  the  grape 
She  cru(hes,  inofFenfive  muft,  and  meaths  345 

From  many  a  berry*,  and  from  fweet  kernels  prefs*d 
She  tempers  dulcet  creams,  nor  thefe  to  hold 

Wants 

mnd  in  Virgil,  Mn,  XII.  6So.  dan  iland  in  the  Ionian  fea  (now 

—  hunc.  oro,  fine  mt/urert  ante    »|l«  gulf  of  Venice)  anciently  caU'd 

^       '    .   '  -^  Phaeaaa,  then  Corcyra,  now  Cor- 

jurortm ,  ^^^  under  the  dominion  of  the  Ve- 

jind  many  more  inftances  might  be  netians.     The  foil  is  fraitful  in  oil» 

given.  wine,    and  moft   excellent    fraits^ 

n    Mrr  n     f    79  z     •  ^nd  its  owneT  is  made  famous  for 

338.  Whati^iT  Earth  a!lbeanng  his  gardens  celebrated  by  Homer. 
motbtrl  So  the  Greeks  call         °  '       Hume 

her  nctf^iAnT.f  >it,  and  the  Latins  ^^^  ^.^^  the  grape 

Omm^ens  —-  terra,  ommparen-        We  crujhtsi  inn^ffenfrve  muft,'\  By 

tu  alumnum,  Virg.  iEn.  VI.  C95.  ^^  y^oT^! inoffenjhe  MUton  intends 

She  pthered  all  manner  of  fruits  ^^  ^^^  ^^  \i  ^^  i^^^„^^^  ^^ 

whicK  the  earth  at  thattime  af-  fermenting  the  juce  of  the  grape, 
forded,  or  has  fince  produced  m  ^^^  ^^^|  ^^  j^  ^  intoxicVt- 
ge  nobleft  and  bell  culuvatcd  gar-   j^g  ^^^^^^[  ^  ^^^3  ^e  would  fay 

^**'"'  was  not  the  wine  of  Paradife. 

339'  — "~  ormiddU  Jhori  &c.  ]  'Thyer. 

Or  on  the  borders  of  the  Medi-  345.  ^          and  meaths }     Sweet 

^erranean;  w  Pontus,  part  of  Alia,  drinks  like  meads.     A  word  ufed 

«r  the  Punic  coafiy  part  of  Africa,  Jby  Chaucer,  and  perhaps  mi«ii» 

or  ivbere  Alcinous  rcin^di  in  a  Gre-  from  ^ciOt/.  .                               i^> 

•  Kka                       348-— fc* 
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Wants  her  fit  vefTcls  pure,  then  ftrows  the  ground 
'     With  rofe  and  odors  from  the  ihrub  unfum'd. 

Mean  while  our  primitive  great  fire,  to  meet   35a 
,    -His  God-like  gueft,  walks  forth,  without  more  train 
*  Accompanied  than  with  his  own  complete 
Perfcfflions ;  in  himfelf  was  all  his  ftate. 
More  folemn  than  the  tedious  pomp  that  waits 
On  princes,  when  their  rich  retinue  long  35J 

Of  horfes  led,  and  grooms  bciinear'd  with  gold, 
Ddzles  the  croud,  and  iets  them  all  agape. 
Nearer  his  prefencc  Adam  though  not  aw'd. 
Yet  with  fubmifs  approach  and  reverence  meek, 

As 

348.  btr  Jit  iJ^ffth  fun,  ]         3;6.   ■ Iffmtar-i  'v.ith  pU:\ 

We  may  fuppofe  the  (hells  of  nuts  Horace's    aurum    I'tfiibus    ilUivm, 

,      and  rinds  of  fruits,  as  was  hinted  Od.lV.  IX.  ia.  comes  ncarelt  rait. 

'      bcfcr,,  IV.  J55.  H„. 

■,                ■ and  in  the  rind  VirgJ  his  uftd  »  l,kt  „p,dBo.. 

Slill  as  they  thirlled   fcoop  the  3'+- 

brimming  (Ireajii.  Per  ruruc^nti /^ual^nttm  aura. 

)W-  —fin  liijhui  .nfm-l.  ]  Kicljidfei. 

Th.1  is,   not  burnt  and  exhalinj  j,^      ^ 

imolte  as  in  fumigations,  but witE  '     ,-„,     „       _.     i^-H 

if  natural  fent.     %&.  Georg.  iS.'"  •""' '^     ^"^ 

3  5 1  -     • •uiithout  msrt  train  "        ^   ' 

jfccempanitd  than  with  lit  e^un  Nee  varies  inkant  polchra  tdlil- 

fcc]  mtheu  more  tbaa  lulth  is  a  <3ine  pollcs.          Jorlin. 

foloecifm.       It    fliould  be  luitbout  x-     ,.,,   „ 

m.r.,r.i.tba.ki.^nco^Uuf^  ^n.VII.Stz. 

^aioft,  ■,vi,b  being  expung-d.   But  Ulam  cmnis  teftis  agrifque  effuii 

•w  gave  It  luilb  no  man  Iran  iban  juvviitu* 
vdthUc.        Bentlejr. 

"'■*"■    I                        :  ..   „  Turbaqw 
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As.  to*  a  fuperior  nature,  bowing  low,  360 

Thus  faid.     Native  of  Heav'n,  for  other  place 
None  can  than  Heav'n  fuch  glorious  (hape  contain  $ 
Since  by  defcending  from  the  thrones  above, 
Thofe  happy  places  thou  haft  deign'd  a  while 
To  want,  and  honor  thefe,  vouchfafe  with  us     365 
Two'  only,  who  yet  by  fovran  gift  poflcfs 
This  fpacious  ground,  in  yonder  fhady  bower 
To  reft,  and  what  the  garden  choiceft  bears 
To  fit  and  tafte,  till  this  meridian  heat 
Be  over,  and  the  fun  more  cool  decline.  370 

Whom  thus  th'  angelic  Virtue  anfwer'd  mild^ 

Adam, 

Turbaque   miratur    qiutruiny    et  as  he  is  fitting:  See  my  note  on 

profpeflat  euntem,  II.  917.        Pearce. 

Attonitis  inhians  animis. 

371.  th' angelic  VirtMt]   The 

361.  —•  Natin/e  of  Heav\  for  Angel :  thus  Homer  ufcs  X\fiiaufn% 

other  flaci  j^.'"t  tbfftrengtb  of  Priam  for  Priam 

None  can  than  Heaven  fucb glorious  himfclf,  Ilii^.  III.  105.  and  Fx7o- 

Jbape  contain  i\  Milton  in  the  P&-  fJLiv&  for  Hcdlor,  Iliad.  XIV. 

turn  0/  thefe  words  very  plainly  al-  41  ^* 

Ittdes  to  what  i^neas  fays  to  Venu^  ^                        .          ,  < 

in  the  firft  >Enrid  vcr.  327.  ^''''^^  •^^^  ^'^  ^'^^^^   '  *^'^  ^«- 

r®-  KKKivwio.  Odyff.  VII.  167. 

O,  quam  te  memorem,  Virgo  ?      After  the  facred  flrength  of  Alci- 

namquc  haud  tibi  vultus  ^^^  1^^^  ^^^^  ^ 

Mortalis»  nee  vox  hom^nem  lo- 

nati  O  Dca  certe.    Thyer.         Imitated  twice  by  the  cautious  Vir- 

gil»  Odora  canum  *vis  for  dogs,  ^n. 
j68v  — •  what  the  garden  choicejl    IV.  1 32.  f^impte  Deum  /»/.  mum  the 

Iff  on  infernal  Deities,  ^n.  XII.  149. 

T9ftt  and  tafie.l  That  U,  tp  tafte  biumi, 

IT  If    «  «-.B  — .  Pf^^ 


.1 
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Adam,  I  therefore  came,  nor  art  thou  fuch  m 

Created,  or  fuch  place  haft  here  to  dwell, 

As  may  not  oft  invite,  though  Spi'rits  of  Heaven 

•       To  vifit  thee;  lead  on  then  where  thy  bower      375 
*   O'erfliades;  for  thefe  mid-hours,  till  evening  rifc» 
I  have  at  will.     So  to  the  fylvan  lodge 
They  came,  that  like  Pomona's  arbor  fmil'd 
With  flow'rets  deck'd  and  fragrant  fmells;  but  Eve 
Undecli'd  fave  with  hcrfelf,  -more  lovely  fair       380 
Than  Wood-Nymph,  or  the  faireft  Goddefs  feign'd 
Of  three  that  in  mount  Ida  naked  ftrove, 
Stood  to'  entertain  her  gueft  from  Hcav'n ;  no  veil 
She  needed,  virtue-proof;  no  thought  infirm 
Alter'd  her  cheek.  On  whom  the  Angel  Hail     385 

p  Beftow'd, 

37s,  ■• Pcaina'i  arh'ir'\    The  faying,  Induitur,  forTnofa  eft;   eiQ- 

GwiJers  of  fruii-irees   might  well  itar,  ipfa  forma   eft.     Drefi'd,  flie 

be  fuppofcd  to   have  a  delightful  is  beautifu! ;  undrefs'd,  ihe  is  beaaiy 

arbor,  but  that  could  uoi  be  more  icfdf.     With  the  fame  elegance  of^ 

delightful  in  imagination,  than  thii  exprelSoa,    defcribing  Aiaia,   he 

was  in  reality.      See  Ovid.  Met.  has  faid, 

XIV.  623.  iSc.  —in  himfelf  was  all  his  ilate. 

580.  UnJfik'd fave  ivith  berfilf,]         382.  Of  thrie  that  in  meant  IM 
This  is  fimp'ex  munditiis  indeed,  nakid firsticXT\\c\^A^eaL 

'    beyond   Horace's,    and  makes  an  of  Paris  is  very  well  known  in  pre- 

exceilent   contrail    to  Ovid's    de-  ferring  Venus   to  Juno  and   Mi- 

fvription    of   the    fine    lady    full  nerva,    that  is   beauty    to   power 

'     .  drcfs'd,  and  wifdom :    a  difterent    choice 

—  part  minima  eft  ipfa  puella  fuj.  j"!-"  1'^*^^'^  J''^"E  Solomon,  who 


•  '.        ' 
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eftow'd^  thfc  holy  falutation  us'd 
ong  after  to  bleft  Mary^  fecond  Eve. 
Hail  Mother  of  Mankind,  whofe  fruitful  womb 
hall  fill  the  world  more  numerous  with  thy  fons, . 
*han  with  thefe  various  fruits  the  trees  of  God  3  90 
[ave  heap'd  this  table.     Raised  of  grafly  turf 
'heir  table  was,  and  moily  feats  had  rounds 
nd  on  her  ample  fquare  from  fide  to  fide 
11  autumn  pil'd,  though  fpring  and  autumn  here 
^anc'd  hand  in  hand.  A  while  difcourfe  they  hold; 

To  fear  left  dinner  cool;  when  thus  began  396 

>ur  author.     Hcav'nly  flranger,  pleafe  to  tafte 
'hefe  bounties,  which  our  Nouriflier,  from  whom 
Jl  perfeft  good,  unmeafur'd  out,  defcends. 

To 

j8^  _-  'virtue  proof  \]  Proof  is  the  figure  of  Eve  miniftrine  at  the 
cd  in  the  old  poets  for  armour,  table,  are  circumftances  wmch  dc- 
lakefpear,  Rom.  &  Jul.  Adl  I.         fcrve  to  be  admired.     Addifon, 

^d  ^j  ftrong  ,../ of  chaOity    Sefj^kTT."  Ss^c^lTd  S 
7rom  lov™  weak  chMfti  bow   ^f,.  «  C^^ift  jj  foc,etinies  called 

rt-    !•  u        'J  Je<ond  danm. 

ine  lives  unharm  d.  •'  -,,  ^rvTTn.    .li 

394.  jtu  autumn  ft  id,]  The  tzhle 

-8 J,  —  On  'whom  the  Angel  had  mod*/  feats  round  it,  and  all 

Hail  &c.]  The  natural  ma-  aurumn  ^pilM  upon  it ;  that  is  the 

fty  of  Adam,    and  at  the   fame  fr-jits   of   autumn.       So  in   Virg. 

me  his  fubmiflive   behaviour  to  Georg.  II.  5. 

e  rupcrior  being,  who  had  vouch-  ^  pan)pinco  gravidas  autum'no 

fed  to  be  his  gueft;  the  folemn  ^Xoie^^^.x.     ^ 

'ail,  which  the  Angel  bellows  up-  *» 

1  die  mother  of  jnankind,  with       M9. ff^fi^}  Milton  writes 

K  k  4  ^  it 
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To  us  for  food  and  for  delight  hath  caus'd  400 

The  earth  to  yield  i  unfavory  food  perhaps 
To  fpiritual  natures;  only  this  1  know, 
That  one  celcftial  Father  gives  to  all. 
•      To  whom  the  Angel.  Therefore  what  he  gives 
(Whofe  praife  be  ever  fung)  to  Man  in  part        405 
Spiritual,  may  of  pureft  Spi'rits  be  found 
No'  ingrateful  food :  and  food  alike  thofe  pure 
Intelligential  fubftanccs  require. 
As  doth  your  rational;  and  both  contain 
Within  them  every  lower  faculty  4,10 

Of  fenfc,  whereby  they  hear,  fee,  fmell,  touch,  tafie, 

Tailing  concofl,  digeft,  afiimilate, 

And 

it  ptrftt  aficr  the  French  parfaii  or  him  In  thinking  them  the  editor's, 

the  Italian  ^i'/;,::;  our  ufual  way  tho'  we  entirely  agree  with  him  in 

of  fptlling  it  IS  after  tl  e  Latin  wilhing,  thai  the  author  had  latm 

ftrfiSu! ;   and  very  iigh;ly,  efpe-  more  care  what  notions  of  phiiofo- 

ciaJly  a.i  we  make  ufe  likewife  of  phy  he  had  put  into  the  mouth  o[ 

ihe  word  ftrftSiin.     And  in  the  an  Arch-Argel.     It  is  certainly  i 

general  it  is  better  furely  to  derive  great  roiftake  to  attribute  the^i 

o:!r  language  from  the  original  La-  in  the  moon  (which  are  owing  to 

^       tiii,  than  to  moke  it  only  the  copy  the  inequalities  of  her  fiuface,  and 

of  a  copy.  to  ihe  different  nature  of  her  coo- 

407.  Na  ingraiifulfiod:']  There  ftitiient   parts,  land  and  water)  w 

being  mention  made  in  Scripture  attribute  them ■  1  fay,  lo  i-mf«ri  na 

of  AngiUfttid.   Pfal.  LXXf  JH.  25.    ytt  Ivm'il  hit  biT  fittfiaiut.      It  il 

that  is  foundation  enough  for  jpoet  certainly  very  Kupbile/nphUai  to  iij 

to  build  upon,  and  advance  Oiefc  that  the  fun  Japi  iii/i  tie  icia, 

.   notions  of  the  Angels  eating.  but  it  is  not  aapedicd.     And  what. 

41 5  —of  rlrnuni!  &c.]  Dr.  Bent-  ever  other  faults  are  found  in  theft 

Jey  is  for  o;uitting  here  eleven  lines  lines,  they  are  not  fo  properly  the 

together,  but  we  cannot  agree  with  faulto  of  Milton,    ai  of  his  Rmei, 
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And  corporeal  to  incorporeal  turn. 
For  know;  -whatever  was  created,  needs 
To  be  futlain'd  and  fed;  of  elements  4if 

The  groffcr  feeds  the  purer,  earth  the  fea. 
Earth  and  the  fea  feed  air,  the  air  thofe  fires  « 

Ethereal,  and  as  lowcft  firft  the  moon  j 
Whence  in  her  vifage  round  thofc  fpots,  nnpurg'd 
Vapors  not  yet  into  her  fubftance  tum'd.  420 

Nor  doth  the  moon  no  nouriflimcnt  exhale 
From  her  moift  continent  to  higher  orbs. 
The  fun,  that  light  imparts  to  all,  receives 
From  all  his  alimental  recompenfe 
In  humid  exhalations,  and  at  even  4^^ 

Sups 

and  of  thoTe  ryftems  oFphilofopliy  TIivh  <&aAAv«c  /'  ai/fff, 

wbich    he    had    leirned    io    his  O  /'  vKiQf-  d<^«ar«r, 

younger  years.     If  he  had  written  T(p  J'  iiA/or  fftKwn. 

»f<er  the  Ute  difcoVeries  ««i  im-  ^^  ^^          j.        ^^  ^^ 

provenients  in  fcienec,  he  would  l^Jed  lo  thw.and  more  pa&rly 

We  *ntt«>  in  another  manner.  „  ,h«  paJTage  in  Pliny,  where  the 

It  K  allow  d  by  all  i^ofophen,  fame  amount  «  given  of  the  fpots 

that  the  fun  and  fixed  ftan  receive  ;„  ^j,,  ^^„_    %^^^             ^     . 

their  fiippl.es  of  noun(hm«.ti  but  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ,^^^^^ 

j,  what  manner  they  are  fed  and  ^^^^  ^^^-^  nonnunquam  mac" 

fupply'd  1*  a  great  qudlion:  and  ,^f^  ^             feilieet  nondum  fup, 

furely  a  greater  Uftude  and  liberty  ^^^^^^  ^j  hauriendum  ultra  iuL 

;nayU  indulged  to  a  poet  in  fpeak-  r.    ^^^^^^  ^^.^  ^^^  aliiid  elfc 

.neof  thefethings  Aantoaphi.  j„,^                         j^ 

loropher.Thc6mekindofthot,ght  Monies.  Lib.  z.  cap.  9. 
runs  tbrougn  an  Ode  of  Anacreon. 

Pdeio.  4zt.  NcrAtithtmott,miMarl/&. 

H  o-»  uiA«iF<  wfr«.  "=""  '**«/']  A  Lfdoiiin.  So 

n<f«/i/«/f('«'T»'  Virg.  Georg.  1. 83. 

Nee 


Nee  nulla  inl 
da  terrx. 


a  ell  iajoUx  gnt- 


Sups  with  the  ocean.  Though  in  Heav'n  the  trees 
Of  hfe  ambroGal  fruitage  bear,  and  vines 
Yield  nedtar ;  though  from  off  the  boughs  each  mora 
We  brufh  mellifluous  dews,  and  find  the  ground 
f^ver'd  with  pearly  grain :  yet  God  liath  here       430 
Varied  his  bounty  (6  with  new  delights. 
As  may  compare  with  Heaven ;  and  to  tafte 
Think  not  I  fliall  be  nice.    So  down  they  fat. 
And  to  their  viands  fell ;  nor  fecmingly 
The  Angel,  nor  in  mift,  the  common  glofs        43^ 

Of 


clent  DoAors  were  of  opinion, 
that  the  Angel)  did  not  really  eat, 
but  only  feemed  to  do  fo ;  and  tktf 
ground  that  opinion  principally  up- 
on what  the  Angei  Raphael  iayi 
in  the  book  of  Tobit,  Xfl.  19.  ja 
thtfi  dofi  did  I  appear  uirlo  jau.  ht  J 
did  niilhir  eat  ntr  dr'mk,  hut  ytu  £4 
fee  a  -vifiaa.  But  our  author  was 
of  the  contrary  opinion,  that  the 
Angel  did  not  eat  in  appearance 
only  but  in  reality,  luitb  ietn  £f- 
patch  of  real  hungfr  as  he  fays,  and 
this  opinion  is  con^rm'd  by  the  ac- 
counts in  the  Canonical  Scripture 
of  Abraham's  enwrtaining  three 
Angeb  at  one  time,  and  Lot's  en- 
tertaining two  Angels  at  another. 
See  Gen.  XVIII.  and  XIX.  There 
it  is  faid  plainly  that  meat  wa> 
fet  before  them,  and  tbiy  did  tat; 
and  there  is  no  reafon  for  not  un- 
dertlanding  this,  as  well  as  the  reS 
of  the  Tclatioo,  litterally.  Of-Tbeo- 
lefftou; 


4«6.  7beugb  in  Ueo'v'n  tht 

tries,  &c.  J  In  mentioning 
treet'ef  lift  and  vines  in  Heaven 
he  is  judify'd  by  Scripture.  See 
,  Rev.  XXII.  7,  Mat.  XXVI.  zg.  As 
in  fpeaking  afterwards  of  mclliflueui 
dru!i  and  pearfy  grain  he  manifeftly 
alludes  to  manna,  which  19  called 
tie  bread  if  Hiaven.  PraI.CV.40. 
Aid  tubtn  ibt  driv  ibat  ley  ivai 
■  gone  up,  heboid  apen  the  fate  a/  the 
isAldetntfs  ibtrt  iiy  a  /mail  roand 
thing,  as  fmall  at  lie  htar  friji  en 
tbegretind.  Exod.  XVI.  14.  and  it 
tuas  tikt  ariandir-feed,  •while;  and 
the  tap  of  it  luai  lila  ivaferi  wade 
vnilb  henry,  ver.  31. 

43;. th,  cummon  ghfs 

OfThnitgiaas ;]  The  ufual  com- 
ment and  expofition  qf  Divines. 
For  feveral  of  the  Fathcn  aiul  an- 
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Of  Theologians;  but  ^th  Iceen  difpatch 

Of  rcftl  huDger*  and  concoAi?e  heat 
:    To  tranfubftantiate :  what  redounds,  tranlpires       • 

Through  SpiVits  with  cafe;  nor  wonder j  if  by  fire 
I    Of  footy  coal  th'  empiric  alchemift  ^aq  • 

'    Oui  turn,  or  holds  it  poffible  to  turn, 

Metals  of  droffieft  ore  to  perfed:  gold 

As  from  the  mine.    Mean  while  at  table  Eve 

Miniiter'd  naked,  and  their  flowing  cups 

With  pl^iant  liquors  crown'd:  O  innocence      44^ 

Deferving 

Upwa  i  thit  Tune  word  he  oTes  in  boU  trUb  ud  experimait)  (tit-rM^ 

bu  Ttiracbtrdan,   p.  3:3.  Vol.  i,  ejx@-  in  Greek  from  vHf>a  x  tritl 

Edit  173S.  or  upcriment)  withoat  much  HeHI 

458.  —  fiAat  rtiaimit,  trtmfflrii  and  knowledge  in  the  «it,  like  a 
&c.]  This  utAilly  XToidi  the  indc-  qaacic  in  phylick.  And  cheir  mnft 
cent  idei,  which  would  elTe  hare  be  ftraoge  impirici  indeed,  who  caa 
been  apt  to  hare  arifen  on  the  hope  to  find  out  the  philofopher'a 
Angeb  feeding,  and  withal  gives  ftone,  and  turn  mttalt  afdnffitft  irt  « 
■  delicacy  to  thefe  Spirits,  which  to  ferfea  gtld.  fiutitis  notSrange 
finely  diltingiiifbeE  them  from  ui  in  that  our  author  fo  freaoently  al- 
one of  the  moft  humbling  circum-  ludes  to  alchemy  (ai  he  doei  in  • 
ftancei  itJuing  to  our  bodin.  II.  $17.  UI.  609.  as  well  as  here) 
RicbarJfaw.  when  Johnfon  has  written  a  wh<^ 

439.  — iwwwyfr[»/"i7/r*&C.]  comedy  Dpon  it. 
Nor  w  it  *  wonder,  that  the  Angeli     445.  With ^taJantUqtun  errant  iiX 

\    have   i»mSk/e  hiOl  in   their   fto-  To  crvum  tbtir  cufi  was  X  phrale 

machi  fufficient  to  tranJkifiamHMe,  among  the  Greeks  and  Roman* 

to  turn  their  food  and  noutifhment  for  £lling  them  above  the  brim, 

into  their  own  fubftance,  to  a^mi-  but   yet  not  fo  ai  to  run    am. 

Jatt  as  if  wu  faid  before,  mmJ  tmv  Thus  it  is  ufcd  by  Homer,  ItiaiV 

^tffm^td  u  iittrpirtMli   if  by  fire  1. 470. 


Uealchemacanturnorth^luto     j^  ^  »^o«  „„^^ 
turn  all  metals  to  goW.     J*»  tm-  --,„. 


Thus  when  with  meats  an 
Not  biiidcn'd  nature,  fuddei 
In  Adam,  not  to  let  th'  occ 
Giv'n  him  by  this  great  coni 
9f  Aings  above  his  world,  i 
Who  dwell  in  Heav'n,  who 
Tranfcend  his  own  To  fcr,  w 

and   by  Virgil.    Georg.  U.    528,      A 

- —  ci  ibcii  cratcra  coronant. 

447- "">*«.//*,/..,,/ G./„.     f" 
.1      1  "/''<:■]  The  doBbling  of 
thi /&.  add>  great  force  and  em-      _ 
pfafis;  ./™<r,  ,l„,  ,!,„  t^  ,j,      Po 
fin^  ifGcJ  fxtn/,  &c.  and  this  is 
(aid  m  allulion  to  that  text    Gen 
VJ.  a.    n,  /,„   ,/  G,J  J^  ,h,    o„ 
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\c  effulgence,  whofc  high  pow'r  fo  fer 

eded  human,  and  his  wary  fpeech 

i  to  th'  empyreal  minifter  he  fram'd.  46<^ 

habitant  with  God,  now  know  I  well 

fevor,  in  this  honor  done  to  Man, 

:r  whofe  lowly  roof  thou  haft  vouchTaf 'd 

nter,  and  thefe  earthly  fruits  to  tafte, 

.  not  of  Angels,  yet  accepted  fo,      .  465    - 

lat  more  willingly  thou  couldft  not  feem 

eav'n's  high  fcafts  to'havcfed :  yet  what  compare? 

3  whom  the  winged  Hierarch  reply'd. 

iam,  one  Almighty  is,  from  whom 

All 

reading  in  Milton's  own  edi-  i^t^.TtiuhtrnthfunngulHurtirk 

and  not  aho-vt  tbii  luerld  a)  ''t^f'^  ]    Raphael'*  E>eha- 

encon  and  Dr.  Bemley  ha?e  viour  is  every  way  fuitable  to  the 

it  to  be  prinied.  dignity  of  hS  nature,  and  to  that 

,  ,-        „        ,      -,  charader  of  a  fociable  Spirit,  with 

..  -—  ^V  *"'"^»  *■=■  ]  which  the  author  ha.  fo  fudidoufly 

T^r^l  .h^         //*     nV  1  int««auced  him.     He  hi  receiveS 

anches  the  ««//««  of  An-  inft,„aion,  „  conrerfe  with  Ad«nu 

itocwo  parucular,,  d.«r  r^-  ^  ^„^  f^^^  ^^^^^  ^-^^  '^ 

K*Deiyra^ti.%*  '''"'  -d  to  wan.  hi.  of  the  eoc 

"*'^^'  ftru^on:  accordingly  he  is  rc^t- 

'.  —-~ytt  vxhat  ctmpartt  ]  fented  as  fitting  down  at  tablewith 

triei  via*  naarj  i  and  he  wu  Adam,  and  eadng  of  the  fhiiu  of 

to  aik  the  Angel  dircAIy  of  Paradife.     The  occafion  naturaJb 

fferem  condition)  of  Men  and  leads  him  to  hit  difcouife  on  mf 

lit  bat  yet  intimatei  hb  de-  foodof  Angels.  After  having  th» 

>  know  by  queflioninK  whe-  enter'd  into  conveifation  with  Uh 

here  was  any  compaiiSn  be-  npon  more  indificrcnt  fubjedi,  w 


in  be-  npon  more  indificrcnt  fubjedi,  w 
wuiu  Hun  of  hii  obcdioKe,  dd 


As  nearer  to  him  pkc'd  or  m 
Each  in  their  fcveral  ailive  f 
Till  body  up  to  fpirit  work, 
Proportion'd  to  each  kind. 
Springs  lighter  the  green  ftalk 
More  aery,  feft  the  bright  co 
^irits  odorous  breathes:  flo^ 
Man's  nourishment,  by  grad 


Riakes  a  natural  tranfition  to  the 
hiftory  of  that  fallen  Angel,  who 
was  employ'd  in  the  circumvention    hi 
rf  our  firi!  parents.     AdJifrn.  fp" 

^^,.  crt^^uioU  afa 

Such  to  fnfeBioii,   onefr-ft  matltr      t 
all,  &c]    That  is.  created 
■11  jw^,  good  i»  ptrftdioB,  not  ab-     "j 


5  .^->7 
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To  vital  rpiVits  aipire,  to  animal; 

To  intellediual ;  give  both  life  and  fenfe,  485 

Fancy  and  underftanding;  whence  the  foul 

Reafon  receives,  and  reafon  is  her  beings 

Difcuriivey  or  intuitive;  difcourfe 

Is  oftefl  yours,  the  latter  moft  is  ours^ 

Differing  but  in  degree,  of  kind  the  famc#  490 

Wonder  not  then,  what  God  for  you  ikw  good 

If  I  refufe  not,  but  convert,  as  you. 

To  proper  fubflance :  time  may  come,  when  Med 

With  Angels  may  participate,  and  find 

No  inconvenient  di'et,  nor  too  light  fare;  49I 

And  from  thefe  corporal  nutriments  perhaps 

Your  bodies  may  at  lafl  turn  all  to  fpirit, 

« 

Improved 

Imting  his  own  falfe  notions  in  phi-  philofoph^,  fo  was  too  mudi  of  a 

lofophy  to  an  Arch- Angel  he  has  iyftematiil  in  his  divinity.          •              i 

really  lefTen^d  the  chara&r,  which  482.   Sfintj  odorous  ]  We  muS 

Ihe  intended  to  raife.  He  is  as  much  take  notice  in  reading  this  verfe, 

tniftaken  here  in  his  metaphyfics,  that  Sblrits  is  here  a  word  of  tnu9 

as  he  was  before  in  his   phyiics.  fylkilMes,  tho*  it  is  often  contra£ted 

nrhis  notion  of  matter  refimng  into  into  one  or  pronounced  as  two  fliorc 

Ipirit  is  by  no  means  obferving  the  ones,   and  :  particularly  in  the  ff-; 

bounds  proportion  d  to  tach  iind,     I  COod  line  after  this 

fuppofe,   he  meant  it  as  a  com-  To  nntal J^^riis  aj^re  i 

ment  on  the  dottrin  of  a  natural  '^  •'^  * 

body  changed  into  a  ijpiritual  body»  and  the  fecond  fyliable  in  oiSrom  is 

as  in  1  Cor.  XV.  and  ^haps  bor-  to  be  pronounced  long,   tho*  the 

]ow*d  it  from  fome  of  his  iymnns  of  poet  makes  it  ihort  in  ouier  places^ 

divinity.     For  Mikon,  as  he  was  IV.  i66» 
too  much  of  a  materialift^in  his 


Whofe  progeny  you  are.  M 
Your  fill  what  happinefs  this 
Can  comprehend,  incapable 
To  whom  the  patriarch  oJ 
^^vorable  SpiVit,  propiuov 
Wen  haft  thou  taught  the  w 
pi^  knowledge*  and  the  fca 
Ftom  colter  to  ciicumf^enc 


*-  S*  cntertaiB'd  Aofc  aJereui  rweeB  qi 

the  Fiend:  V 

but  thefc  are  not  the  only  intlances,  j^ 

wltere  Milion  makes  v(c  ttf  Ait  ^ 

iamc  pociical  licence.  ^ 

498.  '  anil  •tvrng'd  efioid 

ElheriaJ.oiiut,]  IluthedodriB  Si 
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In  contemplation  of  created  things  s 

By  Aeps  we  may  afccnd  to  God.    But  fay. 
What  meant  that  caution  join'd.  If  yc  be  found 
Obedient  ?  can  we  want  obedience  then 
To  him,  or  poffibly  his  love  dcfert,  515 

Who  form'd  us  from  the  duft,  and  plac'd  us  here 
Full  to  the  utmoft  meafurc  of  what  blifs 
Human  defires  can  ieeic  or  apprehend? 

To  whom  the  Angel  Son  of  Hcav'n  and  Earth, 
Attend:  That  thou  art  happy,  owe  to  God}      52a 
That  thou  continueft  fuch,  owe  tc^  thyfelf. 
That  is,  to  thy  obedience ;  therein  ftand. 
This  was  that  caution  giv'n  thee  j  be  advis'd. 


the  whale  drcnmrerence  of  what 

mankind  can  lee  or  comprehend. 

The  metaphor  u  bold  and  raftlj 

cxpre&ive.     Matter,  tnt firft  matltr 

it  this  center;  nature  in  finitely  di- 

TCtfiiy'd  ii  the  fcale  which  reaches 

10  the  DtmoQ  of  our  concepuoni, 

all  round.      We  are  thu  led  to 

Godi    whofe  circumference    lubt 

^     am  tittt  ViKiroMfmh'd  ht  fSh  in- 

fimt*Jt,  VII.  170.     lUcharJfim. 

e  t  Z.  Bjfiept  lilt  may  afitndte  GbJ.} 

^    Tocre  is  a  real  vilible  ladder  (be- 

fidci  that  vifionaty  one  of  Jacob) 

S  iritoTe  foot,  tho'  placed  on  the  earth 

^  mong  the  loweft  of  the  creation, 

^  jm  l«idi  ui  iffitpt  in  cenitmpUHm 

-^  if  trtattJ  ifnngi  up  to  God  the  in- 

-         V  •  L.  I. 


God 

viGble  creatljr  of  all  chingj.  Hnme. 
Milton  here  very  clearly  alludei  to 
the  Platonic  philofophy  of  rifing 
gradually  from  the  conCderaticip 
of  particular  created  beauty  to  thac 
which  it  univcrfal  and  uncreated. 

520.  Attnd'.  &c.  ]  The  fen- 
tenco  here  are  very  Ihort,  at  every 
thing  ought  to  be  in  the  precep- 
tive way.  ^nicqmiJ  prarapiti,  iflt 
brrvii,  it  the  rule  of  Horace,  D« 
Arte  Poet.  33^.  And  thii  brevity 
in  the  preceptive,  u  ii  ii  agreeable 
to  Horace'!  role,  fo  likewSe  to  hia 

riftice,    ai  paiticnlarly    in   thac 
ng  of  precepo,  Epift.  I.U.  55. 
Speme  nwaptaiei,  f^r. 
L  1  546. —  /Z>w 


^ 


394  fPARADISE  LOST.     ^ockV. 

God  made  thee  pcrfcft,  not  immntable; 

And  good  he  nxade  thee,  but  to  pcrfcvcrc  525 

He  left  it  in  thy  pow'r  j  ordained  thy  will 

By  nature  free»  not  over-rurd  by  &te      - 

Inextricable,  or  flrid  neceffity: 

Our  voluntary  fervice  he  requires. 

Not  our  necei&tated ;  fuch  with  him  530 

Finds  no  acceptance,  noc  can  find;  for  how 

Can  hearts,  not  free,  be  try'd  whether  they  iervc 

Willing  or  Ho,  who  will  but  what  they  muft 

By  deftiny,  and  c^  no  other  choofe  ? 

Myfelf  and  all  th' angelic  hoft,  that  (land  535 

In  fight  of  God  enthron'd,  our  happy  ftate 

Hold,  as  you  yours,  while  our  obedience  holds  5 

On  other  furety  none;  freely  we  ferve^ 

Bccaufe  we  freely  love,  as  in  our  will 

To 

546.     — /-&/7W  ivhen  To  hi  hotb  mil  and  deed  cretttd 

Ckeruhic  fangs  &c.  ]  Adam  had  fi^^i\.  Nor  was  it  unknowi 

mention'd  thefe  nightlv  fongs  o{  to  me  that  my  will  and  adiocs  ait 
the  Angels  with  plealurc  in  IV.    free.     I  knew  I  was  free.      Two 
6S0  &c.     But  flili  he  prefers  th^  negatives  make  an  affirmative, 
converfation  of   the  Angel,    and  RichaM^ 

thinks  diicourfe  more  fweet,  .  ,  ^ 

55**         ^"^  ^vobofi  comwund 
For  eloquence  the  foul,    fong       Single  u yet  fi  jufi^^  That  is  d» 
charms  the  fenfe.  command  not  to  eat  of  the  ibr- 

bidden  tree,   the  only  commai^ 
54^-        -^-•a»rl«w/«if        given   to  Man  i  and  ic  it  fpokea 

of 


4 
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To  love  or  not;  in  this  We  ftand  or  fall:  546 

And  fomc  afc  fell'n,  to  difobcdieilcc  felPn, 
And  fo  from  Heav'n  to  dcepcft  Hell;  O  fall 
From  what  high  flatc  of  blifs  into  what  woe ! 
To  whom  our  great  progenitor.  Thy  words 
Attentive,  and  with  more  delighted  car,  54^ 

Divine  inffandor,  I  have  heard,  than  when 
Cherubic  fongs  by  night  from  neighboring  hllla 
Aereal  mufic  fend  i  nor  knew  I  not 
To  be  both  will  and  deed  created  free; 
Yet  that  we  never  fhall  forget  to  love  556 

Our  Maker,  and  obey  him  whofc  command 
Single  is  yet  fo  juft,  my  conftant  thoughts 
A£ur'd  me',  and  fliU  affare :  though  what  thou  tell'ft 
Hath  paft  in  Heav'n,  fome  doubt  within  me  move^ 
But  more  dcfire  to  hear,  if  thou  confent,  555 

The 

of  much  in  the  fame  manner  in     One  eafy  prohibition,   who  eo- 

IV.  419.  joy 

Free  leave  fo  large  to  all  things 
—  He  who  requires  clfe. 

From  us  no  other  fervice  than  to     .    ,  , .  ,  ,   .  ^    , 

^^^  And  this  command  tho  Jifrg/e,  and 

This  one,  this  eafy  charge,  therefore  on  that  account  to  to- 

^         "  obey  d,  isyet/ojuft,  that  it  lays  s 

And  again,  ver.  432.  farther  ouigation  upon  our  obt-* 

dience.  f 


-— Then  let  ot  not  thkk  haid 


Lf  1  t  557.  Wmip 


His  other  halt  in  mc  ^lc-^  <•- 

Thus  Adam  mide  requcfti 

After  lhott,paufeaff«n"''&  * 

Sad  talk  and  hard;  for  bow  11 

To' human  fcnfe  th'mvlfible  c 
Of  warring  Spirits?  how  wit! 
The  ruin  of  fo  many  glorious 

Htnec.  fuch  u  >"•  "q«" ''"""'    ," 

.    „„„i..  of.l.c  Amen..,  .n«<l.ng    *. 

to  iliu  of  Hocatc,    Od.  II.  XUl-    "^ 

"i-  y>-  „     .  in 

Uiruinque  facn  di^afiixM  ^^ 

Mirantuf  umbr*  dicere.  Tt 
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And  perfe£l  while  they  ftood?  how  laft  unfold 

The  fecrets  of  another  world,  perlups 

Not  lawful  to  reveal  i  yet  for  thy  good  570 

This  is  difpens'd;  and  what  funnounts  the  reach 

Of  human  ienie,  I  ihall  delineate  fo. 

By  likening  fpiritual  to  corporal  ferms. 

As  may  expreft  them  beft;  'though  what  if  Earth 

Be  but  the  fliadow*  of  Heav'n,  and  things  therein  575 

Each  to'  other  like,  more  than  on  earth  is  thought? 

As  yet  tliis  world  was  not,  and  Chaos  wild 
Jleign'd  where  thefc  Heav'ns  now  roll,  where  Earth 
now  refts 

Upon 

tliinn  ia  Hearen  and  things  in  from  iis  remote  brginning  in  tli* 
£mrui  than  19  generally  imagin'd,  fecond  j  and  (how  why  I  have  con- 
whkh  ii  fuggclled  very  anftdly,  as  lider'd  ihc  Tacking  of  Troy  as  an 
It  b  indeed  the  belt  apoltwy  that  r^/iiJr.  according  to  the  common 
could  be  made  for  chofe  bold  fi-  acceptation  of  thai  word.  But  at 
gures,  which  Milton  has  eropIoy*d,  this  would  be  a  dry  un entertaining 
and  specially  in  his  defcrifmon  of  piece  of  criticifm,  I  {hall  not  in- 
fhe  battels  of  the  Angels.  large  upon  it.  Which  ever  of  the 
577.  Ai  jtt  this  •KarU  laai  Hit,  notions  be  true,  the  unity  of  Mil- 
&C.  ]  Had  I  follow'd  Monfieur  ton't  a£tion  is  ptefcrved  according 
Boffii's  method,  I  (knuld  have  da-  to  either  of  them;  whether  we  con* 
led  the  a£tion  of  Faradife  Loft  fidcr  ilie  fall  of  Man  in  its  imme- 
fnm  the  be^nning  of  Raphael')  diate  beginning,  as  proceeding 
fpcech  in  this  book,  as  he  iiippof^s  from  the  refoiutions  taken  in  the 
the  afiion  of  the  ^^ncid  to  begin  infernal  council,  ot  in  its  more  re- 
in the  fecond  btralc  of  that  poem,  mote  beginning,  a^  proceeding  front 
I  could  allege  many  reafbni  for  the  firft  revolt  of  the  Angel*  in 
my  diawing  the  afiion  of  the  Heaven.  The  occafion  which  Mil- 
Jtaad  rather  from  its  immediate  ton  affigns  for  this  revolt,  as  it  la 
baginiuDj  in  the  firft  book,  than  founded  on  hinti  in  holy  Writ,  and 
L  t  3                                   on 


Angela  by  imperbl  fum; 
liinumerable  before  th'  Aim 
J^M^thwith  from  all  the  Qn4s 
Under  their  Hiq^rp hs  in  of 
Ten  thoi^fand  tlfqufand  enfi) 
9^4at4s  ?jxl  gop£tlQBs  *twi 
Stream  in  the  air,  and  for  d 


on  the  opinion  of  Tome  great  wri- 
tcre,  fo  ii  WM  ihe  moll  proper  thM 

the  poi;t  could  have  made  ufe  of.  « 

The  revolt  in  Heaven  is  defcribsd  :, 

with   groit    force  vf  imagination,  t 

and  3  iine  variety  of  ciicumlUocej.  f 
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Of  hierarchies,  of  orders^  and  degrees ; 

Or  in  their  glittering  tiffues  bear  imblaz'd 

Holy  memorials,  ads  of  zeal  and  love 

Recorded  eminent.    Thus  when  in  orbs 

Of  circuit  inexprefilble  they  flood,  595 

Orb  within  orb,  the  Father  infinite. 

By  whom  in  blifs  imbofom'd  fat  the  Son, 

Amidfl  as  from  a  flaming  mount,  whofe  top 

Brightnefs  had  made  inviiible,  thus  fpake. 

Hear  all  ye  Angels,  progeny  of  light,  600 

Thrones,  Dominations,  Princedoms,  Virtues,  Powers, 
Hear  my  decree,  which  unrevoked  fhall  ftand. 

This 

mfben  thifons  of  God  caru  to  frefent  giving  his  great  command    ton- 

tbimfehes  before  the    Lord.      And  cerning  the  MeiHali  in  Heaven. 

agsUDy  I  Kings  XXII,  19.  Ifcewtht        598.  ijtjhofe  tot 

Lord  fitting  on  bis  throne^  and  all  the  Brightnefs  had  made  iiwifibU^  ] 

hofi  of  Hea*ven  flanding  by  him  on  his  The  fame  juft  and  yet  bold  thought 

right  band  and  on  his  left ,  which  with  tliat  in  III.  380. 

was  enough  to  furnifl*  the  hmt  to  jjark  with  exceffive  bright  thy 

Milton.  flurt$  appear 

^^^Ttt  tfniti:Ltr  See  the  note  on  that  verfe.    7^. 

or  banner,  but  of  what  particular  602.  Hear  ntf  decree^  &c.  ]    We 

(brt  authoii  do  not  feem  to  be  at  obferved  before  that  Milton  was 

all  agreed,  and  neither  is  it  verj  very  cautious  what  fcntifnents  and 

iBaterial  to  know.  language  he  afcribed  to  the  AI-^ 

foS.jImidfiaifrom  a  faming  mount  f  mighty,     and    generally    confin'd 

&C.J  This  idea  feems  to  be  taken  himielf  to  the  phrafes  and  expref- 

from  the  divine  prefence  in  the  fions  of  Scripture ;  and  in  this  par<* 

XBOunt,   Exod.  XIX.   when    God  ticular  fpeecn  the  reader  will  eaAly 

gave    his    commandments  to  the  remark  how  much  of  it  is  copy'd 

children  of  Ifrael,   as  here  he  is  from  holy  Writ  by  comparing  it 

L 1 4  wuh 


Under  his  great  vice-gerent  r 
United  as  one  individual  foul 
For  ever  happy:  Him  who  c 
Me  difobeys,  breaks  union,  ; 
Caft  out  from  God  and  ble0c 
Into'  utter  dartcnei^,  4ecp  in^ 
C^^dun'd  without  redemption 
So  fpaj(eth' Omnipotent,  i 
All  fcem'd  well  pleas'd}  all  (o 


with  the  following  texts.     /  kavf  of 

fit  nrf  Aminteiupan  my  ba!y  hill  ef  ing 

Shf.  I  iL'iU  dtdart  Ibt  diiytt,  Tbi  ffitr 

Lsri  hath  faii  uasa  me,  Thm  ert  my  \\m 

Jim,    ibii  day  bmit  I  htgttltH  thee,  iagi 

Pfal     ir    rt.   -,    By  myfilf'i^t   I  ing 

•hthiUrd.    Gen.  XYir  al3i 


BbokV.      PARADISE  LOST.  401 

That  day,  as  other  folemn  days,  they  fpent 

In  fong  and  dance  about  the  iacred  hill  j 

Myflical  dance,  which  yonder  ftarry  fphere        620 
Of  planets  and  of  fix'd  in  all  her  wheels 
Refembles  neareft,  mazes  intricate. 

Eccentric,  intervolv'd,  yet  regular 

Then  mod,  when  mod  irregular  they  feem; 

And  in  their  motions  harmony  divine  625 

So  fmooths  her  charming  tones,  that  God's  own  ear 

Liftens  delighted.     Evening  now  approach'd 

(For  we  have  alfo*  our  evening  and  our  mora. 

We  ours  for  change  deled:able,  not  need) 

Forthwith  from  dance  to  fweet  repaft  they  turn      630 

Defirous ;  all  in  circles  as  they  flood. 

Tables  are  fet,  aod  on  a  fudden  pil'd 

With 

Since  he  ens  noc»  who  doth  them   text  in  Job  XXXVUI.  37.   dial 

guide  and  move.  feems  to  favor  the  opinion  of  thm 

Fairfaxes  Taflb,  Cant.  9.  St  6.   Pjrthagoreans,  concerning  the  ma- 

fical  motion  of  the  fpheres,  though 
Mm  turn  ea  quae  font  infixa  certis   our  tranilation  difiert  therem  from 

h 

m 

divine  perfedUon  appears,  and  their  Heaven  ?    But  this  is  to  be  qb- 

harmonious  proportion  fo  tunes  her  derilood    metaphorically^  of    die 

charming  notes,  that  God  himfelf  wonderful  proportions  obferved  hj 

pleased  and  delighted,  pronounced  the  heavem/ bodies  in  their  varioqs 

Aemgood,  Gen. I.  iS.  Thereisa  motio&f.       Ham. 
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With  Angels  food,  and  rubied  nedUr  flows 

In  pearl,  in  diamond,  and  mafly  gold. 

Fruit  of  delicious  vines,  the  growth  of  Heaven.     63^ 

On  flow'rs  rcpoi'd,  and  with  ficfhflow'retscrown'd. 

They  eat,  they  drink,  and  in  communion  fwcct 

Quaff  immortality  and  joy,  fecurc 

Of  furfeit  where  full  meafurc  only  bounds  I 

Excefs,  before  th' all-bounteous  ICing,  who  ihow'rd    . 

With  copious  hand,  rejoicing  in  their  joy.  b^t 

Now  when  ambroiial  night  with  clouds  exlial'd 

From 

613 rnH'J  •Haarl    Neftar      Are  fUl'd,  before  th' aJl-bounUOD) 

pf  iiii  cjlor  of  rubie»;    a  tranfla-  King, 

ii«n  i,r  lloBier'*  M*T«p  ifvAfift-    ,_  .1,   i-       »   i- ■     ^        .       , 
ITii.  XIX.  3S.  ^"  "^^  fecond  edition  the  author  il- 

tcr'd  it  and  added  ju  foUowi, 

'^  ^  .   r  1     t^         iheyeac,  they  drinfc,  andincmu- 

vid  Odyff.  V.  93.  monion  fweet 

Quaff  immorlality  and  jov.fcture 
—  ir^pijHii!  T-ea-'ti^tr  Of  furfeit  where  full  meaJiire  only 

Afiffsnnf  ■B^.rtffo.sii,  xfQfcji /a  hounds 

»i)fl«p  •puflfflir.  EjcccG,   before  di'  all  -  bonnreo« 


I 


634.  In  pearl,  Ac-]  TTiis  fcafiof 


King, 


;  Angels  is  nrnch  richer  than  the  Dr.  Bentley  is  for  rcftoring   the 

banquet  of  the  Gods  in  Homer's  former  reading,  but  we  think  tiiat 

niad,  iV.  V  Homcr'i  Gods  drink  !a  cemMumct,  fv.-ttt  gives  a  much 

iieflar  in  golden  cups  iitpi-fwc  J*!-  better  idea  than  i(iVArf/i-j£«,Awrf. 

voA^i ;  but  here  the  neflar  flows  To  ^uaff  immirlaitiy  and  >„,    to 

inptarl,  iit  ^aaonJ,  und  n,.-!jfj  g4i.  drink  largely  and  plentifully  of  im- 

6^,7.  1h<3  t^t;  lUy  drink,  to.]  """"^'Joy.  if  a  verypoedcal  M- 

ln.i.=  firft^.tio«itwa.thu,.       ■*  P?^f  °";    =^ /"'■^X  ^""ding  «, 

Tbej-  eat.  they  drink,  and  with  tttm  drhi  tf  tit  rh.fr  of  ,U  fit*- 

refeftton  fweet  >„,,  fir  ^itb.tt,  is  ib./.Z^^ 
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From  that  highxnoiutt  of  God,  whence  light  and  fiiade 

Spring  both,  the  face  of  brighteft  Heav'n  had-chang*d 

To  fateful  twilight  (for  night  comes  not  there  645 

In  darker  veil)  and  rofeat  dews  difpos'd 

All  but  th'  unllceping  eyes  of  God  to  reft; 

Wide  6ver  ^11  the  plain,  and  wider  £u: 

Than  all  this  globous  e^rth  in  plain  oatfpread^     .> 

(Such  are  the  courts  of  God)  th' angelic  throng  650 

Difpers'd  in  bands  and  files,  their  camp  extend 

By  living  ftreams  among  the  trees  of  life, 

Pavilionf 

K/i^   and  in  thy  light  Jball  ^vi  fie  to  receire  aa  uddition  from  tlixt  of 

Mght,     If  thcfc  vcrfes  were  left  out,  his  creatures  f     Jtichardfin. 

then  (a.  Dr. Pearce  rightly  obforves)        g ^mirvjl^ night}    S» 

the  words  m  ver.  ff  which  re-  jj^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^  .  ^  imLM, 

woald  refer  to  fomething  that  is   ^fleepforthe  fame  rcafoa  IL 
no  where  to  be  found ;  and  Aew-   y^j^j  ^^         ^ecaufe  itrefreflief 
f^  Milton  (he  fuppofes)  inferted   ,„rft,„gthen,  as  much  a.  food, 
thefe  verfcs  m  the  fecond  edition,   ^  ^^^^  ^  ambrofia. 
that  the  fM  of  the  Angels  might  be 

cxprcfeU  SMturt  (fjmrfnt,  are  in  646.  hi  i»htr  <uti/]  Milton  fpeUa 
no  danger  of  it,  are  not  liaUe  to  this  word  difierently,  fonetime* 
it,  as  men  arc.  Where  fidl  mt^t  vmI,  (bmetimes  v«/j  but  veil  i» 
mdy  bmtdt  exce/i,  full  meafure  it  right  from  the  Laun  -utbm. 
the  only  thing  that  ftinti  and  banks  .  jy  ^  ,y  wJbHim;  m>  «/ 
them ;  the  utmoft  they  are  capable  ''  gW#.  rr/f;]  So  thePfaH 
•f  cODtaiaug  is  the  oaljr  boaad  tet  pgj^  ^XXI.  4.  He  that  hepeth  Ifrttt 
to  them;  they  have  full  meafow,  A^,uithirjbmibtr  nw  JUtp.  Tha 
but  th«y  cannot  be  too  full,  Aey  ^^^^^  ^^j  likewife  Homer  ta 
cannot  o*erflow}  nuttheut  0  etfiimt-  -^^^  jjj^j  U  , 

^i.  rg»ang  in  thmrji^.  3      SxtM  fitr  f  ©IM 

"Wkat  an  idea  of  the  dirine  gpad*     Eiiln  surv^fM*  ^*  /'  w  tx* 
nefs.  whofcpcrfeahappineftloam  hWviaQ- vrr&. 

Th  immortals 
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Pavilions  numbcrlefi,  and  futidcn  rear'd, 

Cclcftial  tabernacles,  where  they  flept  654 

Fann'd  with  cool  winds ;  fave  thofc  who  in  their  coark 

Melodious  hymns  about  the  fovran  throne 

Alternate  all  night  long;  but  not  fo  wak'd 

Satan ;  fo  call  him  now,  his  former  name 

Is  heard  no  more  in  Heav'n;  he  of  the  firft. 

If  not  the  firft  Arch-Angel,  great  in  power,        65o 

In  favor  and  preeminence,  yet  fraught 

With  envy'  againft  the  Son  of  God,  that  day 

Honor'd  by  his  great  Father,  and  proclam'd 

Mcfliah  King  anointed,  could  not  bear  664, 

Through  pride  that  fight,  and  thought  himfelfimpair'di 

Deep  malice  ihcnce  conceiving  and  difdain. 

Soon  as  midnight  brought  on  the  duflty  hour 

Friend- 

Th'immortals  ilumber'd  on  their  Illi  olitrnmats  mults    ■n   pn^ 

throBCj  above,  mifcent. 

■   Atl,    but  the  ever-wakeful  rjti  Virg.  Gcorg.  III.  zio.  oftwobulli 

of  }wt.        Pope,  fighting. 

6ct  ~a^ifudA.-n  r,arUl  Thcfc  ^'^  ihim««ii  potior  fcntentiiri. 

i,  «;   need  to  re;ui  r,ar  with  Dr.  „     f"?-          f«          .  vu 

Bentley.  ;!«/^her=  is  a  participle.  '^"-  '^V^S--.  of  vEnea«  ddiberal- 

Their  tents  w=re  namberlefi,  and  '"g  whether  he  (houU  flay  or  go. 

«ar'd  of  1  f.dden.  „  7 ' ;    r^  *"  y"  M'^'^'-'"  1 
Beelzebub,    who   is  always   repte- 

657.   Jlurnati  all  x'lgbl  long ;  ]  feotcd  fccond  to  Satan.      Satan  ad- 

Jihirnati  ii  a  verb  here ;  mlumatt  dieflei  him  firA  here,  as  he  doei 

Ifmiu,  fing  by  tunu,   tnd  anfwcr  likewii^:;    upon   the   burning  lak«, 

otie  another.  Book  I. 

673-  Slf^'Ji 
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Priendlieft  to  fleep  and  filence,  he  refolv'd 
W^ith  9II  his  legions  to  diilodgc^  and  leave 
Unworfhipt,  unobeyed  the  throne  fupreme  670 

Contemptuous,  and  his  next  fubordinate 
^wak'ningi  thus  to  him  in  fecret  fpake. 

Sleep'ft  thou.  Companion  dear,  what  fleep  can  dofe 
rhy  eye-lids  ?  and  remember'ft  what  decree 
D£  yefterday,  fo  late  hath  pafs'd  the  lips  675 

Df  Heav'n's  Almighty.  Thou  to  me  thy  thoughts 
WslR,  wont,  I  mine  to  thee  was  wont  to' impart; 
Both  waking  we  were  one;  how  then  can  now 
rhy  fleep  diflent  ?  New  l»ws  thou  fcefl:  impos'd ; 
f^ew  laws  from  him  who  reigns,  new  minds  may  raife 
fn  us  who  ferve,  new  counfels,  to  debate  681 

What  doubtful  may  enfue:  more  in  this  place 

To 

673.  Sliip'Jl  tbou^  Cmfamon  iear^   It  is  juft  the  fame  manner  of  fpeak- 
nuhatjleep  can  clofe  ing  as  in  II.  730. 

Jh, 0'-^f^^;]^T^{r±i       —  what  funr.  O  Son. 

Z%.  Whatjleef  can  clofi  thy  ^^lidsf  ^^fifir  n^bm. 

ami  rmembirlt  Sec.   that  u  when   at  the  fame  time  that  thon  know*ft 

$iftm  nmemherft  Sec.  for  whom. 

6S2.         — -  mtri  in  this  fUict 
-  potes  hoc  fub  cafa  ducere       T^  utter  is  not  fafe.'\  This  u  a 
femnos  ?  verfcy  but  I  believe  the  reader  will 

Virg.  iSn.  IV.  560.   agree,  that  it  could  not  have  had 

fo 
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To  utter  is  not  fafe.     Affemblc  thou 
Of  all  thofe  myriads  which  we  lead  the  chief;  I 

Tell  ihcm  that  by  command,  crc  yet  dim  night  685 
Her  (hadowy  cloud  withdraws,  I  am  to  hafte. 
And  all  who  under  me  their  banners  wave. 
Homeward  with  flying  march  where  we  poflcfs 

The 

fo  ipiod  an  effefl,  had  \t  been  an  There  we  other  psOages  in  0« 
cnttrc  vei-fe  by  iifelf,  m  h  tias  now  fame  poem  or  which  Milcon  hu 
it  is  brokctt  and  made  pan  of  two  raadc  uie.  JIMfc 
verres.  Socic  have  thought  that  MUiob 
684.,  0/  all  iho/i  myriadi  iibiib  intended,  but  I  dare  fay  he  *« 
tiir  itaJlbecbitf;]'Dv.^i:ai'  above  i  mending  here,  a  TefleSioB 
ley  reads  tht  thitfi:  but  Mtlton  Bpon  ScotlTnd,  cho'  being;  himfelf 
fpeaks  after  the  fajne  matinee  as  an  Independent,  he  had  no  great 
here,  i»  If.  469.  Othtri  atnong  the  zfie&Son  for  the  Scotch  Prel^fte- 
thiffSec.  And  in  both  places  t/ji  riant.  He  had  the  auihorit/,  we 
c^tfb^niRei  the  fame  as  tbe  <hirfi,  fee,  of  Sannazarius  for  fixing;  9l- 
only  this  \s  a  fubfiantive,  and  that  tan's  rebellion  in  ibt  quanm  tftht 
ii  an  adjedive,  agreeing  with  the  mrib,  aiid  he  had  much  better  aa- 
word  Angih  underAood  in  the  con-  thority,  the  fame  that  Sannazarioi 
ftruflion.  Fiarci.  had,  that  of  the  Prophet,  whofc 
685.  '[cU  ih/m  thai  by  tmntBEnd,  words  though  apply'd  to  the  king 
fcc.]  He  begins  his  revolt  with  a  of  Babylon,  yet  allude  to  this  re- 
lie.  So  well  doth  Milion  preferve  bellion  of  Satan,  Ifaiah  XIV.  ii, 
thecharaftergixenof  himinScrip-  13,  Hifji  art  ihe»  faltit  Jrtm  &«■ 
lure.   JohnVllI.  44.  7*(Ofip|/w«  '■^n,  Q  Lutlfrr,  fin  of  ibt  memagt 

liar,  and  tbifathrr  tf  tin.  Far  ihoa  baJJfaid  in  tbiwe  hrart, 

689.  Tht  q»art,ri  of  tht  iwtb;  ]  /  ivill  afitni  'into    HttKin,   1  -will 

Sec  Sannazarius  De  partu  Virginia,  irab  mj  ihrtne  aba^'i  tht  Jlar%  ^Gti. 

UI.  40.  /  vbHI  fit  alfa  upon  the  tn^um  of  tht 

eoHgrtgalion  in  lit  fides  af  tht  atfti. 

Vos,  quum  omnc  arderat  ccelum  The  nerih  conveys  the  idea  of  1 

fervilibus  armis,  difa^eeable  cold  iDctement   &f: 

ArJloum()iic  furor  pertenderet  lai-  and  in  Scripture  we  read.  Out  4 

pins  axem  ibt  ntrib  an  cal  Jkail  hrtak  fwA, 

Scanderc,    et  in  gelidtts  regnum  Jer.  I.  14.    /  •utiU  bring  rail  Jhm 

traniferrc  Triones,  the  north  and  «  gnat  d/Jfruffitm,  Jer. 

Fida  maiTus  mecum  manliffis.  IV.  6.   £41/  epftsTuh  mh  tf  iti 

mrlh. 
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The  quarters  of  the  north  -,  there  to  prepare 
Fit  entertainment  to  receive  our  king  690 

The  great  Meffiah,  and  his  new  commands. 
Who  fpeedily  through  all  the  hierarchies 
Intends  to  pafs  triumphant,  and  give  laws. 
So  fpake  the  falfe  Arch-Angel,  and  infus'd 

Bad 

Mortb^  Jer.  VI.  i.  St.  Attitin  fays  t:one.  This  poem  is  longer  dia% 
that  the  Devil  and  his  Angels,  be-  the  Iliad,  for  it  confifb  of  five  and 
ine  averfe  from  the  light  and  fervor  twenty  books  s  but  it  equals  the 
of  charity,  grew  torpid  as  it  were  Iliad  in  nothing  but  in  length,  for 
with  an  icy  hardnefs;  aiid  are  the  poetry  is  very  indifferent.  ' 
therefore  by  a  figure  placed  in  the  However  in  fome  particulars  the 
north.  Diabolus  igitur  et  Angeli  plan  of  this  poem  is  very  like  Pi-' 
c}i]8  1  luce  atque  fervore  caritatis  radife  Lod.  It  opens  with  the  ex- 
averfi,  et  nimis  in  fuperbiam  in-  altadon  of  the  Son  of  God,  and 
vidiaroque  progrefli,  velut  glaciali  thereupon  Lucifer  revolts,  and 
duritia  torpuerunt.  Et  ideo  per  draws  a  third  part  of  the  Angela 
figuram  tanquam  in  aquilone  po-  after  him  into  the  quarters  ef  tbt 
nuntur.  Epift.  140.  Sefl.  55.    And   north.  * 

Shakefpear  in  like  manner  calls 

Satan    the    m-r.arch  of  the  norths  —  pars  tcrtia  Isevam 

1  Henry  VI.  Acl.  V.  Hoc  duce  perfequitur^  g^lidoqne 

aquilone  locatur. 
And  ye  choice  Spirits,  thaU  ad- 

monifh  me,  It  is  more  ];H-obable,   that  Milton 

And  give  me  figns  of  future  acci-   had  feen  this   poem   than    fome 

dents,  others,  from  which  he  is  charged 

Yott  fpeedy  helpers,  that  are  fub-    with  borrowing  largely.    He  was 

fiitutes  indeed  an  univerfal  fcholar,  and 

Under  the  lordly  monarch  of  the   read  all  forts  of  authors,  and  took 

north,  hints  from  the  Moderns  as  well  as 

the  Ancients.  He  was  a  great  ge- 
I  have  feen  too  a  Latin  poem  by  nius,  but  a  great  genius  form'd  by 
Odoricus  Valmarana,  printed  at  reading ;  and  as  it  was  faid  of  Vir- 
Viennain  1627,  and  intided  Z)<r^  gil,  he  collected  gold  oat  of  the 
tmnnmachia  fi*ve  De  Bello  iMttUigen-  dung  of  Other  authors. 
tuaruM  Jyftr  Dii/ini  Ferbi  incama* 

JOZ.Telb 


j 
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*      -V^     ■*  '      •. 

Bad  influence  into  th' unwary  breaft      ■  69$! 

Of  his  aflbciate :  he  together  calls,- 

Or  fevcral  one  by  one,  the  r^ent  Powers 

Under  him  r^ent  j  tells,  as  he  was  taoght. 

That  the  moft  High  commanding,  now  ere  nigh^ 

f^Tow  ere  dim  night  had  difincumber'd  Heaven,    70a 

The  great  hierarchal  flandard  was  to  move  ; 

Tells  the  fuggefled  caufe,  and  cafb  betwem 

Ambigaous  words  and  jealoufies,  to  foond 


701.  7>//>  tit  fitggtftti  tauft,  ] 
The  caufe  thu  Satan  had  fuggeft- 
ed,  namely  ta  prepare  enteitain- 
.  nent  for  their  new  iuBg  and  receive 
hu  laws :  and  eafii  Sttvntm  mmti- 
pumt  viariii,  imittted  60m  Viig. 
.£11.11.96. 

—  hinc  fpargere  vocei 
Ib  vulguia  ambiguai. 

708.  m  mad-iumct,  ai  Ibt  morn- 
ing Jiartltatffdilei  he]  This 
firoilicude  is  not  To  new  as  poetical. 
Virgil  in  tike  manner  compares  the 
beautiful  young  Pallas  to  the  morn- 
iigftar,  vEn.VlII.  5B9. 

Qjialij,  ubi  oceani  perfufiu  Luci- 

Qaem  Veniu  ante  alios  ailrorum 

djiigic  ignu, 
Extulii  OS  lacrum  ckIo,  tenebraf- 

que  refolvit. 
So  from  the  feai  exeru  hii  radiant 

The  liar,  by  whom  the  lights  of 
Hnr'n  are  led  i 


Or 

Shakes  from  Iiii  rofy  locki  Ae 
pearly  dewt, 

DiTpels  the  darknefj,  and  the  daf 
renews.  Dryden. 
But  there  it  a  much  greater  pro- 
priety in  Milton'i  comparing  Sam 
to  the  morning  Itar,  aj  he  u  often 
Ipoken  of  under  the  name  of  La- 
cifer,  as  well  as  denominated  in 
Scripture,  Liai/trfau  eftht  tmnaui. 
IfaiahXIV.  II. 

700. (Old  ivill,  Jin  tcC.  1 

Dr.  Bentley  fays  that  the  author 
gave  it  ani  his  liri  tec.  but  by  the 
expreflion  hit  eeanienaxce  it  meant 
he  hinifelf,  a  pan  being  put  for 
the  whole,  as  in  II.  6S3.  we  hare 

/raat  pat  for  the  whole  pcrfon:  it 
is  very  frequent  in  Scripture  ti 

the  word  /aci  or  cMnlmi 

fenfe  :  as  in  Luke  IX.  5 

of  oar  Saviour,  that  the, 

Jidnat  rtaivi  bim,  betaaf:  hit  fatt 

•MU  ai  iM  lit  (Greek,  it)  lotmUp 

/*  Jerufaiim.     See  alfo  Levit.  XIX. 

|t.  But  if  this  will  not  be  allow'd 


<  » 
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Or  taint  integrity :  butallobcy'd  ^^''■ 

p  The  wonted  fignal,  and  fuperior  voice  705 

Of  their  great  potentate;  for  great  indeed 

His  name,  and  high  was  his  degree  in  Heaven  j 

His  countenance,  as  the  morning  ftar  that  guides  / 

The  ftarry  flock,  allur'd  them,  and  with  lies  / 

Drew  after  him  the  third  part  of  Heaven's  hoft.    710^ 

Mean  while  th'  eternal  eye,  whofe  fight  difcems    * 

Abflirufefl:  thoughts,  firom  forth  his  holy  mount        ^'  • 

And-     • 

to  be  Milton*s  meaning,  yet  it  may  Drew  after  him  the  third  part  of  .  * 

be  (aid  that  Sataa*s  couHtetumci^  fe-  Heav'n's  hoft.  ^  ^ 

dudne  hb  followers  by  difgui£ng  V 

the  foul  intentions  of  his  heart,  ?"•  Memt  wbik  tV  etermd  m%  « 

may  be  very  properly  faid  to  >-  „     ,    'wbofij^bt  Ufams  &c.]  Dr.  ^ ' 

^bci  nmth  lies.     We  read  in  Ci-  Bentley  feems  yery  fure  that  Mfl-  '. 

ccro's  Epiftles  to  his  brother,  >#»/,  ^»'»  ^^  "  wrong  here,  becaofe  in  t 

9cuU,rukc^perfafeffiintmntur.Ub.  the  «)urfc  of  the  conftniftion  it  it  *      ' 

1.  Ep.  1.  c.  c.         Piorci.  ™^  of  this  eternal  eye  that  it>»&r  <* 

Jaii^  ver.  718.     He  woald  therf? 

7io.Dr««;  afierhim  the  thtrifari  ^^re  perfuade  us  that  Milton  gare  it  . 

of  Hunan's  hofi.]    BeMd  a     Mean  while  th' Eternal,  ff&who&.    ;  ' 
Zriatreddragen^andlnstmlJrenA,  fightdifcems  &c. 

ibe  third  fart  of  the  fiars  ofHeemiif 
and  did  caft  them  to  the  earth.  Rev.    But  would  not  He  in  this  place  thus      ' 
XII.  3, 4.    Dr.  Bentley  finds  fault   following  th' Eternal  be  a  botch  in 
with  this  verfe  as  very  bad  mea-   poetry  ?    Milton  frequently  takes 
fore :   but  as  a  perfon  of  much   a  liberty,  allowable  in  a  poet,  of 
better   tafte    obferves,    there  is  a  cxpreiling  only  fome  part  or  qon^ 
great  beauty  in  the  fall  of  the  lity  of  a  perfon,   when  he  meant 
numbers  in  this  line  after  the  ma-   the  perfon  himfeif,  and  goes  en  to       *<* 
jcfty  of  thofe  before  and  after  it,  fay  things  which  (properly  fpeak->    ^* 
occafion*d  principally  by  the  change   ing)  are  applicable  only  to  the  per- 
of  the  fourth  foot  from  an  iambic   fon  himfeif:  And  Milton  had  good 
into  a  trochaic ;  an  artifice  often  authority  for  doing   U> :   in  Pfal. 
made  ufe  of  by  Milton  to  vary  hit  Lf  V.  7.  the  r^r  is  made  a  perfon, 
numbers  by  thofe  difcords.  miae  eye  JhaJl  fa  hit  drfire  upem  miae 

Vol.  I.  Mm  tmmidei' 


•  ^ 
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Andftom  within  the  golden  lamps  that  burn 
^      ^Nightly  before  him,  faw  without  their  light 

',    Rebellion  rifing,  faw  in  whom,  how  fprcad         7^1 
*      AmoagiStc:fioxi&  of  mtaoy  what  ipnltiludc^  ^  •■    < 
\    Werofbaiidcd  to  oppofchi8.1ii|^dccres9 
'  \  ^ftd  finiling  to  his  aolf  Son  dun.  iai^ 
I  .r    Son,  thou  in  whom  my.  gbiy.  X-bcbald      - 

J^^fbMrdplcndence,  Hnrqfjattiinr^dUB^       7M 

>  -pearly,  it  now  conceroft  iiA  ttt  faff  iflie 

^.  Of 

*1P  tftmri:  To  in  Mu.  XX.  15.  the  Hn  long  tooTe  jrdlot^  &ri(  like 
.  ~    ^  ii  put  for  the  whole  nan,  /r  jroUen  w^e. 

ij^   tkim  nt  evil,  htrmifi  I  am  gac4f  SpnaUed  wi^.peari,  a|td,periiq- 
m,,    SmbIJoPtov-XXX.  17.       Piaret.  fiow'n  atwpCfi, 

k      Au  MM/'aowf  «/&rX  WiitfVi  A'»  Do  like  a  gcdden  nut^tlA.ie-  «{• 

^     Jinu\s:.  anJ fwilingfmd  — —  gire  Apd  being ctownedwitji.ftgflind 

t      '  ff"  oficBCe  to  Dr.  Bcntley,  and  green, 

vh  Pearce  fays,  itV  fM«AiuM<¥  and  frrm  like  fome  maiden  queen. 

*J.      JA»  Mvnu/  rji  are  the  part  for  th«  Htr  m»d*fi  »fti  abalhediQ.bchfId 

>  l^ftAt  or^e  perfoD.     But  a  very  So  mn-y  gazciy,   U  on  her  do 

,  karned  aad'tngenioui  fticnd  que-  tan^ 

iDons,  whether  they  arc  not  here  Upon   dte   lowly  groaod  »^acd 

nfed'  equivocally,  and  to  be  con-  art} 

ftrued  eidier  as  one  or  the  other  N«  dare  life  up  her  coniitCDaiKe 

I       .ACGordiDgaa  the  fenfe  requires.  Til  tOQ  bold, 

'SWui't    countenance    that  allures  ^tA b^tBbta-]iKff^it»iwiit. 

^       *1^  like  the  momine  ftar,'but  loud, 

*ti>  Satan  Kimielf  that  draws  them  Safarfrvminxgf^' 
vF     after. him  with  lies;  lb  the  eternal 

-•ye  fees,  but  the  /mating  fad  muft  713.  And  Jnut  -mith  tie  pUu 

■  relate  to  the  Eternal  himfelf.  Spen-  iampi]  Alluding  to  ibc  umn 

fer  has  a  (Ironger  inflance  of  the  before  the  throne  of  God,  which, 
■  impropriety  here  taken  notice  of   St.  Johnfaw  in  his  vifion,  Rey.IV. 

by  the  critics,  and  it  is  repeated  5.  And  lien  ii^rt  ^'mu.  lampi  if 
u  here  in  A^on.  Spenfcr's  Epi-  firt  haianihefin.tbt.iit^*-. 

ftnlttninn.  71^.  Am^ 


> 
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Of  our  omnipotence,  and  with  what  arm*  '-^  - 
1^  We  mean  to  hold  what  uiciently  we  dame 
Of  dei^  or  «mpiit }  fnch  a  fo6  -      ' 

Is  riling,  who  intends  to'  ereft  his  throne  '  -  •  ytt:  *■ 
Equal  fo  ours,  dironghout  the  Ipacious  ndrthf'  *  ' 

Nor  fo  content,  hath  in  his  thought  to  try  "  *  .-.jj*  ^ 
In  battel,  what  out  pdw'r  is,  or  our  right,  *  "••4,' 
Let  us  advife,  and  to  this  hazard  draw  •      '  •  *'  C 

With  fpecd  what  force  is  left,  and  all  employ     y^S 


-\. 


716.    Jmeng  ihe  fmu  rf  mwiti] 


■   -4 

A...UI.  .^>I 1:1 C  C .U  ''' 


The  An^ls  are  here  call'd^j  af  ftancesof  thettkemuiDcrof  fpealc-    i    . 

thi  mtrtung,  u   Lucifer  ii  in  iri.  ing  in  the  prophets.     But   thb  ii    ?     ' 

XIV.   -.T..  probably  upon  account  parciculul/ jrroiinded  upon  Plhl.  .  •- 

of  their  early  creation ;  or  to  ex-  II.  t .  tec.  Wbj  dt  ibi  Hiaibtn  rage,     V". , 

Jirefs  the  angelic  beauty  and  glad-  and  tht  ftifh  imapn  «  vain  l^ng  Z     % 

nefs,  th£  morniDg  being  the  moft  • agahft  tht  Lord  and  mSMflhQ      ?; 

delightfal  fcafon  of  the   day.  job.  jtnamttd — ~ Ht  that  jittttb  '"'fJV'^fi 

thtm   ibr  nean-daf,  ibeu  Jbali  /hint  hav*  tbrm  in  derijiiM.     It  ^peaft     t^ 

ftrth,  thsu  fisalt  bi  as  the  motning,  that  our  authot  had  thil  paflagc  isi   . 

XXXVIII.  7.    Wbtn  tht   marniKg  view,  by  hii  making  thft  Son  al-        | 

fiari  fang  togclhtr,    and  tht  fmt  of  lude  To  plainly  to  it  in  hu  anfwer.  _  ^'^ 

Ctrd^eattd/srJBj.     See  alfo  Canc  ''9 

VI.  lo.  Ila.LVIII.S.   ^thardfm.  —Mighty Father, thon thy fb<a  -  ,  < 
Juftly  had  in  deriTion,  and  fecmrf  -       m 

718.  And  frniilng\    Let  nM  the  Laugh'ft  at  their  vain  dcfigii^iiiAi  -  .* 

pious  reader  be  oifended,  becaure  tumult*  vain.                     <           . 
the  fupreme  Being  is  reprerented  ai 

fmiliKg  and  fpeaking  ironically  of  ^iq.—intuhcmii^glfij Ittheli     •_ 

hti  foes;  for  luch  jigurei  of  Ipecch  In  jfkli reAUndinct,  Htir  oftdliltf  ** 

■re  not  unufual  in  the  Scripture  it-  lugBi,}  For  te  h  lit  hrigbt- 

ftlf.     Immediately  after  the  fall  of  mfi  nf  bii   Fatbtr'i  gierj,   and  of-  • 

Man  we  read,  Gen.  III.  2Z.    And  fnmttd  hdr  ef  ail  tbingi,   Heb.  I. 

lb*  Urd  Gad /aid,  Srbtld  tbt  Mai  3,   3. 

it  bietmt  witntaf  ut,  to  imiiv  gatd  '  ' 


412  PARADISE   LOST.     Book  ^. 

In  our  dcft-Tiff,  left  unawares  wc  lofc 

This  our  higli  place,  our  fanAuary,  our  bill.  I 

.    *  ■    To  whom  the  Son  with  cftlm  a^i^  and  eblK«  X> 
V  ^ghtaxa^dmne^  inefiable,  ierene*  '-^ 

]rv.Made«nfwer.'  Mighty  Father,  thou  thy  foes    73$ 
\/ JttiUy  haft  in  derifion,  and  iecure 

'lUn^'ft  at  their  vain  de^ns  and  tumuitt  vain,  • 
X"'  Matter  to  me  of  glory,  whom  their  hate 
'  iHuftrates,  when  they  fee  all  r^al  power 
/'  ^iv'n  mc  to  quell  their  pride>  and  in  event         740 
l^^'Know  whether  I  be  dextrous  to  fubdue 
'  *4.  Thj  rebels,  or  be  found  the  worft  in  Heaven. 
,  L        So  fpake  the  Son  j  but  Satan  with  his  Powers 
\   Fafwas  advanc'd  on  winged  fpeed,  an  hoft 
k.  'lonamerable  as  the  flars  of  night,  74^ 

'>^   Or  ftars  of  morning,  dew-drops,  which  the  fun 
C^'  Im- 

^W     7iA-  ^i^'*^"!)  ^''^•\  ^  ^gl't-  the  ftars  of  morning,   dev-dropt, 

L'-    «w^  u  t  piniaple,  the  ^jcAive  fcems  u  new  u  it  is   beautiful: 

%      iSvimt  i)  to  be  taken  adverbially,  And  the  fun  impearb  them,  tant 

'lui£Jieh»d  {aliLigbtniag  £i'intly:  them  by  his  reflefled  beuns    tq 

.«    bat  it  it  rather  a  Tubltantive,  and  feeming  pearls ;  as  the  mom  ms 

t   is  Scripture  the  Angel's  counte-  laid  before  to  fow  the  earth  <uiti 

is  faid  to  hare  been  like /rj£/-  »ritar  ptarl,  ver. 


«>{,  Daii.X.6.  Mat.XXVIH.3.         7So.Intbnriri(UJtgNtii\'nM 
notion  of  iripln  In  all  the  oeco- 
746,  Or  fiari  af  morning,  Jno-    nomj' of  Aogeh  ii  fiatted  by  Tallb, 
Avpt,']    In  numerable  as  the    Cant.  tS.  St.  96. 
■flvi  u  an  old  fimile,  but  thii  of 

la 


3ookV.      PAXADISE  LOST^'4^fri 

jnpearls  on  every  leaf  and  every  flower.  ^ 

Regions  they  pafs'd,  the  mighty  regencies  .'.,•-' 

mf  Seraphim  and  Potentates  and  ThronfiB  -..  *^! '   , 

.ai^eir  triple  degrees;  regions  to  which-      '    '750    ''   •'* 
&U  thy  doniinion,  Adam,  is  no  more  .. ';' 

Hum  what  this  garden  is  to  all  the  earth,  ..-■  '*{r 

^nd  all  the  fea,  from  one  entire  globole  .  ;- 

3tretch*d  into  longitude ;  which  having  pafi'd  '  ^  :  i^  ^'} 

^t  length  into  the  limits  of  the  north  7«  . ,  .  J  »w 

■"hey  came,  and  Satan  to  his  royal  feat  '*  *  ^    .^; 

=Iigh  on  a  hilli  hr  blazing,  as  a  mount  ij 

Sbus'd  on  a  mount,  with  pyramids  and  towers  •  ^■ 

?ioiii  diamond  quarries  hewn,  and  rocks  of  golds  ' ' 

The  palace  of  great  Lucifer,  (fo  call  769     -,  ■'.  vl 

fhsLt  HtuOmic  in  the  dialed  of  men  ■    ^  Jj^f-t 

fttcrprcted)  which  not  long  after,  hq  '  '  1 

Aifeaing     •  V  ■• 

^  btttd  nmnd  of  fqiiadi»iu  tirtt  Tht  fancy  wu  bonow'd  from  the           ^ 

thw  Hood,  ScboolmcD.                        Btrntltj,     ^     •.  S 

\mA  all  by  tbnti  thoTe  fquadmw  Spcnfer  hu  aam  the  fame  notioa.                1 

nnged  were :  and  ufes  the  ume  expreflioa  in  ha    '      ■  • 
Hymn  of  heavenly  ferq,                          t 

laivSpnfcr.  Fairy  Qs«i>.B.i.  There  they  in  (heir /rfW  ftt>«-       ' 

tatt.ia.St.39.  „,^,                                                   t- 

'  .,            ....  About  bint  wait,  and  on  hii  wilt 

-oke  as  It  had  been  many  an  deprad. 
ADgcl'i  voice 

^ianng before th' etemil Majefly,        761. m  tbt  £t^a  »f  mtut^ 

t^thmtHMa/inf/ifjimmhigb.  The  Icarqed  nader  cannot  bat  to 
Mm  3                        pleafivl 


i< 
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Affc^^  all  equality  with  God,  i 

In  imitatba  %f  that  mount  whereon 
McSiah  was  dedar'd  in  fight  of  Hcaveo, 
The  Mcuotain  (^  the  Ccutgreg^ttion  caird; 
Fot  thither  he  aflembled  all  his  train. 
Pretending  io  commanded  to  confiilt 
About  the  great  reception  of  their  king 
^  ^  4      '  Thither  to  come,  and  with  calumnious  art 
P^^      Pf  counter&itQd  truth  thus  held  their  ears. 

'Thrones,  Dominations,  Princedoms,  Virtues,  Fov 
^,   '      If  thefe  magnific  titles  yet  rem^ 
' '  Not  merely  titular,  fince  by  decree 

Another  now  hath  to  himfetf  ingrofs'd 
' '  '        All  pow'r,  and  us  eclips'd  under  the  name 


pleafed  with  the  poet's  imitarion  which  ire  m  nfe  oaty  uiraii 

of  Ilomcr  in  this  line.      Hnmer  learned   co  the  Gods,    and 

meniioiLs  perfons  and  thing;,  which  which  are  in  vulgar  ufc  to 

he  telU  ui  in  the  language  of  the  However  that  be,   this  mam 

Gods  are  call'd  by  diKercnt  names  fpcaking  certainly  gives  ■  d 

ttom  ihofe  they  gn  by  in  the  Ian-  to  the  poem,  and   looks   as 

tuageofmen.  MUton  has  imitated  poets  had  conrer&d  with  tlw 

!m  withhb  ufual  judgment  in  this  themfclves. 

pailicular   place,    wherein  he  has  766.  Tie  Mnintaix  eftli  < 

likcwife  the  authoii^  of  Scripture  gathn  (alN;  }  AUod 

tojuiKfyhim.                      JMfmi.  what  we  quoted  before  froi 

The  fcholiails  and  commea-.ators  XIV.  1 3.    /  -wHI  rxali  my 

upon  Homtr  endcvor  to  account  ahome  tht  ftmrt  of  Gad;    I  t 

foi  this  manner  of  freating  fi-veral  alfi  afon  the  mount  of  the  a 

wayij    but  the  moft  piouble  is,  gadon,  inthtjUtff  thtmmt 
that   he   attiibucci  tliofp    nama 

771.  5 
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3f  King  anointed,  for  whom  all  this  haftc 
Df  midnight  march,  and  hurried  meeting  here,  "  . 

*  This  only  to  confalt  how  we  may  bcft 
V^th  what  may  be  devis'd  of  hoOOTS  new         786 
Receive  him  coming  to  receive  frotn  m 
Knee-tribute  yet  nnj^d,  {Mx>flration  vile. 
Too  much  to  one,  but  double  ho^  indnr'd. 
To  one  and  to  his  iniage  now  prcfclam'd? 
fiat  what  if  better  cbunfels  nilght  ttc&  f%$     ; 

diB  minds,  and  teach  us  to  caft  off  this  yoke  ? 
Will  ye  fubmit  your  necks,  and  choofe  to  bend 
The  fupple  knee?  ye  will  not,  if  I  truft 
To  know  ye  right,  or  if  ye  know  yourlelvet 
Natives  and  fons  of  Heav'n  pofieis'd  before        7j)0 

By 

jjt.Tircmt,Dii^Maih»i,Pfiiief  Crown'd  them  with  riorr,  tndta ',• 
dMu,  Virhm,  Pwaitn,']  The  their  glory  luun'a 

nfi:  of  the  word  yhtnti  in  tUi  liiw  I'hrone*,    DotniDatioiu,    Ptioce^ 
duri^  cjqilains  whit  Milton  mdnt  doniii  Vinaet,  Powen. 

fey  ti'  MgiXf  yirtni  in  ver.  371.  '^h*'^-. 

Whom  tbn.  th-  angdk  Vamie  «-       790-  If^'J^^f""  *f  ^'^''  . 

It  wa«  an  order  of  Angcb  dUtin-   pointing  of  this  paOage   hu  led 

gdifh'd  by  that  name.     Thil  il  the   othen  to  miftake  the  lenfe  of  it^ 

aiore    evidently  hi)    melnin^  by    is  well  aa  himfelf.     Ha  refen  the 

Aefe  linei  after,  ver.  837.  word  f^ffijii  to  netvv"  aU fina't 

—  and  dl  the  Spirit*  of  HeiTei.     b«fl«,dJ  knotr^er  be  «fti«d 

'  to  Htmi'n  the  wcwd  unmeoiueiy 

B}>hlncreitedUdlcirbri|illtde-  preceding,  there  bnng  no  comDi 

^eM,  Detween  them  in  Milton'i  own  edft 

M  m  4  tipBh 


1 


4,6      ,     PAUA^I8B1#AT^,' 

By  none,  and  if  not  equaUall,  yet  nee,      ^ 
Equally  frcc>  for  orders  and  degree*         "     ■ 
Jar  not  with  liberty,  but  well  confift. 
iWho  can  in  resfon  dien  or  right  affume     . 
Monarchy  gtct  fuch  as  live  by  ri^t 
His  equals,  if  in  pow'r  and  fplendor  ]e&. 
In  freedom  equal?  or  can  introdoce 
I^w  and  edid  on  us,  who  without  law 
Err  not?  much  lefs  ibr  this  to  be  our  Lord, 


J^V. 


795 


And 


^na,  U  there  is  in  Dr.  Bentley't  ? 
And  is  DOt  the  pafli^  to  be  under- 
'*  flood  thus,  liaK  Nn  ear  fe^f/i'J Hra- 
ven  htftri  ihtm,  they  Wert  a  fort  of 
Aborigines  I  which  notion  Satan 
fxplaini  more  it  large  ia  hb  fol- 
.  towing  fpeech,  ver.  H;9. 
We  know  no  time  when  we  were 

^     Know  none  before  iu,  felf-beeot, 
*'   ■       fclf-rai.'d  " 

By    our    own  cjuiclc'ning  pow'r, 
' .  when  ("atal  courfc 

Had  circled  his  full  orb,  the  birth 
mature 
_  Of  this  our  native  Heav'n,  ethe- 
real fons. 
79*  ■  —"  f"'  9riiT$  and  degrtH 
Jar  nat   viilb  libirty,    lul  vitll 
csmjifi.'l    Jar,    a   metaphor 
taken  from  raufic,    to  which  both 
the  philofophers  and  poets  have  al- 
ways   loved  to  compare  govem- 
ncnt.     So  Shakefpeir,  Henry  V. 


For  government,    thong^  Ugh, 

and  low,  and  lower. 
Put  into  parti,  doth  keep  in  one 

confent ; 
CoDzreeing  in  a  full  xdA  natnnJ 

oofe. 
Like  mufic : 

and  in  Troilus  and  CreSda.  Afi  I. 

Take  but  degree  away,  antaiw 
that  Aring, 

And  hark  whatdifcord  foDowt. 

799. much  lefifsr  TUi  n  if 

mr  Lord,  ]  This  paflage 
feemi  to  me  as  inexplicable  almcn 
as  any  in  Milton.  Dr.  Bentley 
thinks  it  hard  to  fiad  what  fir  Mi 
relates  toi  and  therefore  reads>n- 
tinni,  or  if  we  hav*  no  regard  to 
the  litccnefs  of  the  letters,  a^t^ 
prifumt,  or  other  fuch  word.  Then 
the  feries  (he  fays)  will  be  this, 
Who  can  iKtridati  law  and  t£B  m 
Hit  aKch  lifs  can  be/arttUmi,  lake 
h  in  hii  fcheme  or  view,  /■  ttatrnf 
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k  And  nfek  for  adoration  to  th'abufc        ■     '         Soo 
|rOf  thofe  imperial  titles,  which  aflert 
Our  being  ordain'd  to  govern,  not  to  ferve. 
^  Thus  far  his  bold  difcourie  without  controll 
Had  audience,  when  among  the  Seraphim 
Abdiel,  than  whom  none  with  more  zeal  ador'd  80  c 
,  The  Deity',  and  divine  conmiands  obey'd. 
Stood  up,  and  in  a  flame  of  zeal  fevere 
The  current  of  his  ftiry  thus  oppos'd. 

o 

I 

Mr  Lord  and  mafter.  Dr.  Pearce  Mr.  Warburton  fHII  anderftands  it 
&j8»  that  the  fentence  is  elliptical^  otherwife.  Who  can  in  reafon  aT- 
mod  may  be  fupply^d  thus,  mmcb  fame  monarchy  over  thofe  who 
iifi  can  he  fir  thi^  (via.  for  our  are  hit  equals  ?  and  introduce  law 
hanigUfitmfCFweraMdJpUnder^ytx.  and  edi£l  upon  them,  when  they 
796.)  in  right  aflume/v^MrrZir/  can  conduct  their  adions  rightly 
Mr.  Richardfon  underftands  it  to  without  law  ?  much  lefs  for  this  in- 
be  fpoken  blafphemoofl^  and  with  troduAion  of  law  and  edift  clame 
contempt  of  the  Meffiah,  Thu  the  right  of  dominion.  For  he 
Mmtber^ytt.Tj^.  This  JG^g  Moiwe-  thought  the  fn/m  of  civil  lawi 
^^,  ver.  777.  And  then  the  fenfe  did  not  introduce  dominion.  Hit  ' 
will  run  alter  this  manner,  fn§  head  was  full  of  the  ancient  le- 
€Mii  then  in  juftict  mffumi  mnuarthy  giilators,  who  gave  laws  to  equals 
0u$r  equals  f  w  cam  intfduct  a  Unn  and  ftran|;er8,  and  did  not  pretdtd 
mMdm&wftmus^  nuho  nmtbcmt  law  to  the  right  of  difpenfmg  them* 
mri  iufalliblif  amcb  le/s  can  hi  in-  which  is  dominion.  So  he  (ays 
iroduci  a  law  ami  iMa  fir  fins  (I  before 

don't  fay  what)  ^'J^^  ^^ ^      _ for  oiden  and  degrees 
ntivvi  ajkrmtt$m  fi^m  us.    Bat  then     j^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^e       £#r. 
we  muft  wnte  Tms  with  a  great     ''  ^    ^  ' 

letter,  and  we  muft  not  continue  This  is  ^ood  fenfe,  but  (till  the 
the  note  of  interrogation  at  the  erammaticalconilrudionisnoteafy. 
end  of  the  fpeech.  1£  we  (hould,  1  fuppofe  it  muil  be  thus,  much 
I  imagin  we  ihould  be  oblig*d  to  /^  Ar/^ii  (can  he  aflumcTcr.  794.) 
read  much  mun  i^ad  of  mmck  Irfs.  ttdomr  lard. 

809.  O 
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O  argument  blafphciiious,  fclfe  and  prou^ 
Words  which  no  car  ever  to  hear  in  Heaven        %i4 
Expet5ted,  le&ft  of  all  ^sjm  ibe^  lagrstc^ 
Inplaoedkjrielf  foUghdwnttfarptaii  .-^ 

Canft  thou  with  impiaas  obtoqn^ondocim 
Hie  jiift  decree  of  Oodt  pttoDwic'd  md  Aroiaj 
That  to  his  only  Son  I7  ti^  induei  '  fiVj 

■  With  regal  fceptcr,  vney  (bal  itt  Hdi^ta  •*  : 

Shall  bend  the  knoc.  and  in  due  botidt  das 
Confefs  him  rightftil  King  ?  unjuft,  thou  fay'ft. 
Flatly  unjuft,  to  bind  with  laws  the  free. 
And  equal  over  equals  to  let  reign,  8I0 

One  over  all  with  unfbceeeded  po#er. 
Shalt  thou  give  law  to  God,  fhak  thou  difpute 
With  him  the  points  of  liberty,  who  made 
Thee  vt-hat  thou  art,  and  ibrm'd  the  PoWrs  of  Heaven 
Such  as  he  pleas'd,  said  dretimlcrib'd  their  being? 

Yet 

Seo.  O  oTgkmnit  M/r/^SiMat, }  Sferiftr  tM  tfte  de  iVdrI,  Piir^ 
'     And  M  likewile  in  VI.  360.  ^leeA,  B.  6.  Ca^  it.  St.  34. 

Refrain'd  Im  tonne  iUMmmli     ^^  '**"'''  '*'«  "P  ^  "t** 
but  anon.  W.T  ««.W.g«. 

And  St.  zj. 
wWA   9rt  tlw  onljr  Wo    rf*cei     ^ad  iltan  fbdiod,  and  U^f&ihn 
where  he  ufrt  the  word,  he  pro-  [-^.  •VT'^'V 

moBcea  the  fecond  fytlabte  lOmE  ' 

according  to  the  Greek.    Aod  iS       S35.  -^-^^wiwir  Ac.}  CoL  I. 

16, 


T    t^  *  *  ^■* 

Yet  tf  experience  ftiught  we  know  hour  goW,   836 ' 

And  of  our  good  and  of  our  digiii^  , 

How  provident  he  is,  how  fir  from  thought 

To  make  us  lefs,  bent  rather  t6  exalt 

Our  happy  ftate  under  one  head  more  near         8tta  ' 

United,    But  to  grant  it  thee  unjuft,  *  '* 

That  equal  over  equals  monarch  reign : 

Thyfelf  though  great  and  glorious  doft  thou  count;  *" 

Or  all  angelic  nature  join'd  in  one^ 

Equal  to  him  begotten  Son?  by  whom  8^  c  ' 

As  by  his  Word  the  mighty  Father  made 

All  things,  ev'n  thee;  and  all  the  SpiVits  of  Heavei) 

By  him  created  in  their  bright  degrees, 

Crown'd  them  with  glory',  and  to  their  glory  nam'd 

Thrones,  Dominations,  Princedoms,  Virtues,  Powers, 

^ffential  Pow'rsj  nor  by  his  reign  obfcur'd,        84:   ■ 

l^ut  more  iUuftrious  made;  iince  he  the  head 

One 

\6,  17.  f*r  ij  him  totrt  all  Mi^  %^.7brBUi,  D§miiiatimi,  Prinrt^' 

triatlk  that  art  in  Hiarvtn,  and  that  dtm,  l^rtaei,  Pe-wtri,}  Thil 

frt  in  Eerih,  vifiiU  aad  iirvifiilt,  voTe,  which  occun  (b  often  in  thii 

•uibttbtr  tbty  ht  tbrotui,  w  dminitiu,  poem,  U  tranflaccd,  as  Mr.  Lauder 

tr  ptincipitiilin,erpevitrii  ai/tHngi  obrerves,  from  the  frontifpiece  of  • 

•tverr  cnattd  iy  him  ami  fir  hint,  H«ywOOd'i  Hierarchy  of  Angeb, 
and  bt  it  bifort  all  ihingi,  and  bf  him 

all  ihingi  cenfifi:  and  the  concfuflon  Throni,  Dominationei,  Principa- 

of  thu  fpcech  is  taken  Iniii  the  \\it,  VictuWs,  Poteflates. 
conduliQD  of:  PTal.  II. 
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:.     .    *  ■  • 

One  of  ^ur  number  thus  rcdoc'd  becomes;      ' 

I-'.     His  laws  our  laws;  all  honor  to  him  done  i 

*i     Returns  bur  owiii  Ceale  then  tiikim^oas  tsge,  84^,. 

- :  ■  And  tempt  not  thefirf  bat  faaften  to  appeaie 

■  « .T)i'  incpnfed  Fatber,  and  th'  inceofed  Son, 
.^     Whil?  pardon  may  be  ibund  in  time  befon^it 

So  fpake  tbc  ierrcnt  Angel;  but  his  zeal 
'  "^one  feconded,  as  out  of  fcafon  judg'd,  8|b 

'    Or  lingular  and  raih,  whereat  rejoicM 
■ .    Th*  Apoftatc,  and  more  haughty  thus  reply'd. 

*  That  wc  were  form'd  then  fay 'ft  thou  ?  and  the  work 
'    Of  fecondary  hands,  by  taik  transferred 

*  From  Father  to  his  Son  ?  ftrange  point  and  new !  85  j 
Doftrm  which  wewouldknowwhcnceIearn'd:whD£Lw 

When 

•  They  are  both  taken  from  St.  Pml,   fliould  conftantly  piwooace  dA 
u  we  have  juft  now  quoted  him.       word  and  frnffmi  the  adjeOive  with 

861. 'uAen  fatal  ctarfe  IlC-I  two  fyllables,  when  they  would  be 

We  may  obferve  that  our  author  more  Tonorous  with  three.     Sue  in 

makes  Sran  a  fort  of  faialill.  We  thii  he  confonnt  to  the  prafbce 

Angela  (fays  he)   were  ftlf-iegsi,  and  example  of  the  beft  writers. 

■  ■  fdf-reii'd   by    eur   <>v.it    qtiici'mng  So  Fairfax  in  hii  Taflb,  Cam.  ig. 

,  '     fPVi'r,  ivbtn  the  amfc  af  fait  had  St.  jj. 

^      <rf^''<''"f-'",'-r':i'^J*^'i:  And-gainfttheBortbemgatemy 

•  then  we  were  tbt  btrtb  malari,  the  *»;(&„,  h«wt 
pmduflioii  in  due  feafon,  »f  ,hi,  P'M"'^'^^- 
gurnnti-ve  Hraven.  No  compltmetit  and  Cant.  19.  St.  7  a. 

to  fatalifm  to  put  it  into  the  mouth  q^  ^           ^^^  ^ 

of  the  Devil.  lt„i(,),r 

864.  Ourp«;j^t  «  «r  ««0  It  *    • 

hta  been  wonda^d   that   Milton  Tho'  Spenfer  I  find  makes  them 

^  ^  Ibmctimci 


5>y^  TARADISEXOST.  411/ 

!n  this  creation  was?  remember'ft  tnoa 
makings  9irliile(.the  Maker  gave  thee  being? 
know  no  time  when  we  were  not  as  now  3 
w  none  before  us,  felf-begot^  felf-rais'd        860 
)ur  own  quickening  pow'r,  when  fatal  courfe 
circled  his  full  orb,  the  birth  mature 
ills  our  native  Heav*n,  ethereal  fons. 
puiflance  is  our  own ;  our  own  right  hand 
I  teach  us  highefl  deeds,  by  proof  to  try       865 
3  is  our  equal :  then  thou  fhalt  behold 
:ther  by  fupplication  we  intend 
refs,  and  to  begirt  th'  almighty  throne 
eching  or  befieging.    This  report, 
fe  tidings  carry  to  th'  anointed  King  j  870 

And 

imes  three,  as  well  as  fome-        864.  —  9itr  onvn  right  band 
two  fyllables.      As   Shake-        Shall  teach  u$  higbejidttd$^  From 
does  likcwifc,    2  Hen.  IV.    Pfal.  XLV.4.  Thing  own  right  haiui 

Jball  ttach  thee  terrible  things, 

n  the  pow'r  and  pmjfanct  of     Dextra  mihi  Deus,  et  teloAqnod 
he  king,  miflile  libro.  Virg.iEn.X,773, 

Uttle  afterwards,  gg^    Befeeching  or  bejiegf!g.  f 

come  againft  us  in  full  pui/-    Thofe  which  are  thought  the  faulti 
anci,  of  Milton  may  be  juftifyM  by  the 


Iton  to  make  it  all  the  one  or      — —  inceptio  eft  amentium,  ]yiiid 
:  other.  amimtmm ; 

imd 


% 


my 


^i%  FAII^DISE  LOST,      J 

^  And  fix,  tMvM  iAIqicqit  thy  M^^  f     ^ 
Ht  &id.  tod  8s  die  found  iirgliilltf  [||p|- 
-      Hoarfe marmur  ecbo'd  to hm iim6K^)j/kiat§  .  a'*' 
Through  the  infioitihoAinbr  Id* filr^lM       '  •"'< 
The  flaming  Seraph  festfkfi^  tfaoogh  abne  Zfj 

lncofiipaf$*<yronad  wiA  6x6,  thus  nAftto'd  M&>  ' 
O  alienate  innl^  God^  O  Spi*iit  accditt'4^'^ 
.  ,  Forfakexof  aHigoodj  I  fee  Af  JUT  .  -^^ 

Deterniilft'd,  aad^  thy  lUplefs  crew  nWdv'd^  ''' 

In  this  pcrfidiom  fraud,  contagion  fpread  8?ft 

Both  of  thy  crime  and  puciflimcnt :  henceforth 
No  more  be  troubled  how  ta  qnit  Ac  yoke 
,  .    Of  God's  Me^h ;  thofe  indulgent  laws 
Will  not  be  now  vouch&Td;  other  decrees 
^  Agotnft  thee  are  gone  forth  without  recall;         8S5 

That 

W  Aat  in  Shikefpear,  Hunitt,   tnutflatim,  TitK  jMt  irmi^  tidt 

Ad  I.  •uiiti  and  if  irmi,  and  inailkt^ 

A-memoTt  Au  im,  uA  Itb  ^M«^*>«'«-^^'-  ^ 

™"  *^"  890.  Titfi  •oAtktJ  IMS  Jmm 

■     .%-}z.~^^mHi»tthiftmKdif-wa-  lefi  tie  viratt  tec.T  Jti  ^t^ 

teri  dttpl'Tht  voiet  ef  m  grtat  fion  probably  to  the  rebelliOB  of 

aw/riAMbapplaudiitguiiilikBmaB-  Korah  ISt.    Numb.  XVI.   wluK 

ncrcompared.  Rev.  XIX.  6.  to /^  Mofea  exhorts  the    caogregadoD, 

«Wfr  gT  MW)i  tuMirt.  faying.    Depart,    I  praj  joa,   fnm 

•  887,   h  ntvi  im  irt»  rtd  ta  hndft  tie  tttiti  tf  theft  ivicieJ  men,  UJI  ji 

and  break'X  Alluding  to  Ffsl.  ht  cmfumtd  in  all  tbtir  fins,  ver.  1& 

n.f.  Thau  ^altbrtak  them  •with  a  BUMhe-conftrufHoii  withoot  doak 

nd  <f  iron:  ^t  luberto  Ow  old  if  deficieiU.     It  may  be  fiipplyV 

^0 


m 

That  goldea  Ifi^epter,  which  thpa  didft  rcgeO^ 

Is:  npyf  ai(tirjOffeQ)44P  breife  aikl  break 

Thy  (Mibb^ctape.  Well  thpa  didA  advlib^; 

Y<it:  npt  fw  thy  adyice  or  threats  I  fly 

Thcife  wicked.  tQat8;dcTotedi  left  the  wradi        89a 

Impendent,  raging«iiKo  fuddeo  flame. 

Diftiogoiib  nojt:  &x  fbon  exped  to  feel 

His  thunder  on  thy  head,  devouring  fire. 

Then  who  created  thee  lamenting  learn. 

When  who  can  uncreate  thee  thou  /halt  know.  89c 

So  fpake  the  Seraph  Abdiel  faithful  fi)und 
Among  the  faithlefs,  faithful  only  he ; 
Among  innumerable  falfe,  unmov'd, 
Unfliaken,  unfeduc'd,  unterrify'd 
His  loyalty  he  kept,  his  love,  his  sseal;  900 

Nor 

[at  Dr.  Pearce  fays)  by  underftand-  Angels  preferved  his  allegjunce  to 

ig  hut  I fy  before  the  word  left,  his  Maker,  exhibits  to  as  t  noble 

e  the   fame    elliptical  Way   of  moral  of  religious  fingolaritr.  The 

»aking  in  II.  483.    But  it  would  SKal  of  the  Seraphim  brealn  forth 

be  pluner  and  ealier  with  Dr.  Bent-  in  a  becoming  warmth  of  fenti- 

ley's  alteration,  if  there  was  any  ments  and  expreffions,  as  the  cha- 

authority  for  it;  radler  which  is  given  us  of  him  de- 

Thefe  wicked  tents  devoti,    hut  notes  that  generous  fcorn  Ad  in- 

left  the  wrath  ^r.  J«P^7  ^^^^J*  *5^^,i^^T?  TT 

tue.  The  author  doubtleis  defighd 

896.  5o  J^ake  the  Seraph  Ah£el  it  as  a  pattern  to  thofe,  who  Xvtm 

faithful  found  kc]  The  ^2Ln  among  mankind  in  their  prefenC 

sf  Abdid,  who  was  the  only  Spi-  fiatc  of  degeneracy  and  corrupdoQ. 

rit  that  in  this  infinite  hoft  of  Jddifiu. 


♦'♦ 
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Mor  number,  nor  cxMtpfe  WUi  I 
Tf*o  fwervc  from  tmdi,  of  ^AainJ      ^^^ 
Though  fingUt  From  itBxlft  tl>(mMffitt']afi^_a 
Long' way  throa|hib>flil6ii3iM,.'«A9!li-li»'£Mia^ 
Superior,  nor  of  violence  fetrM^M^^;     ^         ^g 
And  wkh  iHprteii^cora  hu  back'Blt'tllla'd   .f    .   ' 
Ontho&pcoudlow'nftlwIkddMaiaidiiferd.  ■'• 


The  end  of  the  Fifth  Book. 
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.f  T  H  1^  A-R^^UJrf  E  Jrt   ,      *| 

iphael  continues  to  relate  how  Michael  &i|l  Gabriel 
were  fent  forilf^o  ^ttel  agaj^  Attn  a^  his 


a^t:  He  callsa  coi^l,  i^f 


Angels.     The  firft 
Powers  retire  under    ^ 

vents 4]evililh  engins,  which  in  ^  Seoood  dayjy 
fighCpQtMichael  and  his  Angek  tofome  difiirde^ 
bnt  they  at  length  pulling  qp  moifitafts '  orer- 
wJiL-hn'iJ  both  tlie  force  and  machines  of  Satan : 
Yet  liie  tumult  not  (o  ending,  God  on  the  third 
m  day  fends  Mefiuh  his  Son,  for  whom  he  had  rc- 
ferv'd  the  giorj'  of  tliat  wftory  :  He  in  the  power 
of  his  Father  coiniji"  to  the  place,  and  caufing  all 

'3|ys  legions  to^apd  Itill  on  cither  iide,  wtt|)  his 
^;  chariot  iM^dwimdcr  driyipg  into  the.iin^lil  of^his 

*  enemies,  purfiies  them  unable  to  rtfi||  tCMVarift 
the  wall'  of  Heaven ;  which  opening,  uiey  Ica(> 
down  with  horror  and  confufion  into  the  place  of 
punlsb^ent  prepar'd  for  them  in  the  deep :    Mef-  I 
irns  with  triumph  to  his  Father.      ,  ! 


;**«»] 
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VI. 


We  are  now  entring  upon  the 
ISxth  book  of  Panuliie  Loft,  in 
which  the  poet  defcribes  the  battel 
of  Angeb;  having  raifed  his  rea- 
der's ex^dlation,  and  prepared 
him  for  It  by  feveral  pafTages  in 
the  preceding  books.  I  omitted 
quoting  thefe  paiTages  in  my  ob- 
^rvations  upon  the  former  bidoks, 
having  purpofely  rcferved  them  for 
the  opening  of  this,  the  fubjeft  of 
which  gave  occafion  to  them.  The 
author's  imagination  was  fo  in- 
flamed with  this  great  fcene  of  ac- 
tion, that  wherever  he  fpeaks  of 
it,  he  rifes,  if  poilible,  above  him- 
lelf.  Thus  where  he  mentions  Sa- 
tan in  the  beginning  of  his  poem, 

I.  44.  bfc. 

—  Him  the  almighty  Power 
Hurl'd    headlong    naming  from 
th'  ethereal  fky, 

(With  hideous  ruin  and  combuilion, 
down 
To  bottomlefs  perdition,  there  to 

dwell 
In  adamantin  chains  and  penal 

fire, 
Who    durfl  defy  th'Omnipotent 
to  arms. 

We  have  likcwife  feveral  noble 
hints  of  it  in  the  infernal  confe- 
rence, I.  128.  £5ff. 

O  Prince !  O  Chief  of  many  thro- 
ned Powersj 


That  led  th*  imbattel'd  Seraphim 

to  war. 
Too  well  I  fee  and  rue  the  dire 

event, 
That  with  fad  overthrow  and  fool 

defeat 
Hath  loft  us  Heav*n,  and  all  this 

mighty  hoft 
In  horrible  deftru£tion  laid  thai 

low. 
But  fee!  the  angfv  vifior  hath rir^ 

called 
His  miniders  of  vengeance  and 

purfuit 
BacK  to  the  gates  of  Heav'n :  the 

fulphurous  hail 
Shot  after  us  in  ftorm,  o'erbloiin 

hath  laid 
The  fiery  furge,  that  from  the  pre- 
cipice 
Of  Heav'n   rccciv'd  us  fallings 

and  the  thunder. 
Winged  with  red  lightning  and  im- 
petuous rage, 
Perhaps  hath  (pent  his  (hafb,  and 

ceafes  now 
To  bellow  through  the  Taft  and 

boundlefi  deep. 

There  are  feveral  other  very  fub- 
lime  imaees  on  the  fame  fubjeil  in 
the  firft  Dook,  as  alfo  in  the  fe- 
cond,  II.  165.  {^r. 

What  when  we  fled  amain,  pur- 

fued  and  ftruck 
With  Heav*n*s  afHiaing  thunder, 

and  befonght 
N  n  2  ^he 


J   \  LL  night  the  drpdlefe  Ang 
it\.  ThroughHeaVn'swldec 

'*'»  'till  morn,  .  ,  ^        ^ 

Wak'd  by  the  circling  honk,  with  rofy  bind 
Unbarr'd  the  gates  of  light.    There  is  a  cave 
Within  the^ount  of  God,  £Ul  by  his  throoCi 
Where  light  and  darkoels  in  perpetual  toind 


m 

The  deep  to  (helter  oi }  ttui  Hell 

then  reem'd 
A  refuge  from  thofe  wound). 

In  fhort,  dU^iibet 


Lodp 


PourM  out  by  miUiOBi  ha  viAt- 
riooa  buioi 

Purfuing. 

It  requir'd  greu  pregnancjr  of  io- 


My  th.Bg^of&»»  battel  bot  in  r«h  ^^^^^  and^enph  of  ^agiw- 

«n>«.  of  greatnefs  and  terror  ai  ^        ^^  y,  ^i^;^  g^„^,  ^i^f^ 

areTunabletothefiibjeft.   Among  ^.^u^ii^n^^  ^  fl^^dd  raife  lod 

feveral    oihera  I  cannot    forbear  ^^^jj,  ^^  ^^j^  ^f  ^j^^  ^^^^ 

rmg  that  paffage,    where  the  ^j  „  ^i^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^^q^ 

er,   who  IS  dfmbed  as  pre-  ^f  judgment,  to  aroid  cvety  thing 

fiding  over  the  Chaos     f^esiks  m  ^j.^^  ^^^^  j;^,  ^'j^Tiif 

the  iecond  book.  If.  9SS.  isc.  T^^f^  ^1^^  liSTinto  Homer,  in 

Thus  Satan  i    and  him  thus  the  furpris'd  to  find  his  battels  fbU  tiT- 

AnarcU  old.  iag  one  above  another,    and  in- 

Wiih  ^uing  I'peech  and  vifage  proving  in  horror,  to  the  condu- 

incMDpoi  d,  lion  of  the  Iliad.     Milton'*  iight 

Anfwer'd.  1  know  thee,  ftranger,  of  Angels  is  wrought  up  with  tbr 

wAD  thou  art,  fame  beauty.     It »  ufhcr'd  in  widf 

Tiitf  mighty  kuding  Angel,  who  fuch  figns  of  wrath  as  are  fuitaUe 

o[  Ia:c  to  Omnipotence    incenfcd.     The 

Made  hi:ad  againft  Hcav'n's  king,  firft  engagement  is  carried  on  un- 

though  overthrown.  der  a  cope  of  fire,  occafion'd  by 

1  faw  and  heard,  for  fuch  a  nume-  the  (lights  of  innumerable  burning 

rous  hod  darts  and  arrows  which    are  di^ 

Flfd  not  in  filence  through  the  charged  from  either  hoft.     The 

frighted  deep  fecond  onfet  is  Ilill  more  terrible. 

With  ruin  upon  ruin,  rout  on  rout,  ai  it  is  filled  with  ihofe  artificial 

L'unriifion  worfecoiifoundcd;  and  thunders,  which  I'cem  to  make  the 

Heav'n-gate*  victory  doubtful,   aad  produce  a 
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Lodge  and  diflodge  by  turns,  which  makes  through 

Heaven 

Grateful  viciditude,  like  day  and  night ; 

Light  iflues  forth,  and  at  the  other  door 

Obfequious  darknefs  enters,  till  her  hour  10 

To  veil  the  Heav'n,  though  darknefs  there  might  well 

Seem  twilight  here :  and  now  went  forth  the  morn 

Such 


kind  of  conilcrnadon  even  in  the 
good  Angels.  This  is  follow'd  by 
the  tearing  up  of  mountains  and 
promontaries ;  till,  in  the  lall  place, 
the  Mefliah  comes  forth  in  the  fiii- 
nefs  of  majefty  and  terror.  The 
pomp  of  his  appearance  amidft  the 
roarings  of  his  thunders,  the  flafhcs 
of  his  lightnings,  and  the  noife  of 
his  chariot-wheels,  is  defcribed  with 
the  utmoft  flights  of  human  ima* 
gination.         Addijtm. 

%,  —  ////  m^rn 

JVak^d  by  the  circling  hours,  ifith 

rofy  hand 
JJnharrd  the  gates  of  light.']  This 
is  copied  from  Homer*s  Iliad,  V. 
74a.  where  the  hours  are  feign'd 
in  like  manner  to  guard  the  gates 
#f  Heaven. 

—  'svhcu — \i^^9  d.i  %yr}v  Cl^tp 

OVhVfJL'jQ-  Tf, 
H/lASr   AVttKKtVCU    WKlfW    fl^Q-f 

If  J^*  iriQeaeu* 

Heav'n*s  golden  gates,  kept  by 

the  winged  hours ; 
CommiiBon'd  in  alternate  watch 

they  ftand> 


The  fun's  bright  pcMrtals  and  the 

ikies  conmiand, 
Involve  in  doiuib  d&*  eternal  gates 

of  day,  *  ■ 

Or  the  dark  barrier  roll  with  eafe 

away.        Pope. 

6.  IFhere  light  mnd  darknefs  I'C.  ] 
The  making  darknefs  a  pofitive 
thing  is  poetical.  But  bcfidcs  thil^ 
as  he  thought  fit  to  bring  it  into 
Heaven,  it  could  not  be  ocherwife 
reprefented,  for  obvious  reafons. 

H'arhurton. 

And  the  thought  of  light  and  dark- 
nefs  lodging  and  diflodging  by  turns, 
the  one  iil'uing  forth  and  the  other 
entring,  is  plainly  borrowed  from 
a  fine  paflfage  in  Hefiod,  which  had 
almoU  efcap'd  me,  Theog.  748. 

rcti  (JLiyAy  vJ^er 


Nn3 
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Before  the  fcMt  fupreme ;  from  whence  a  ▼oice 
From  midft  a  golden  clou^  thus  mild  was  heard. 

Servant  of  God^  well  dpne,  well  haft  thou  fought 
The  better  fight^  who  fii^le  haft  maintaln'd         ^c^ 
Againft  revolted  multitudes  the  cauie 
Of  truth,  in  word  mightier  than  they  in  armsf 
And  for  the  teftimony'  of  truth  haft  bonie 
Univerial  reproach,  far  worfe  to  bear 
Than  violence ;  for  this  was  all  thy  care  35 

To  ftand  approv'd  in  fight  of  God,  though  worlds 
Judg'd  thee  perverfe :  the  eafier  conqueft  how 
Remains  thee,  aided  by  this  hoft  of  friends^ 
Back  on  thy  foes  more  glorious  to  return 
Than  fcorn*d  thou  didft  depart,  and  to  fabdue      jfo 

By 

34.  Umver/sl  repnachf/ar  worfi  A  good  nan  bean  a  contuinelj 

tit  bear  worfe 

^him  *vioUitcei\   This  fentimeat  Than  he  would  do  an  injury. 

10  very  juft,  and  noc  unlike  what  Uni'verfal  reprvach^   Here  are  two 

Florus  faysinhischara&erof  Tar-  Trochees,  smd  not  an  Iambic  till 

qnin  the  proud-—  in  omnes  fuper-  the  third  foot;  and  fo  likewife  in 

bia,  quae  crudelitate  gravior  eft  bo-  V.  874. 

M^t^nferf^^'^.li     Through  .he  inHnttchSt- 
Cant.  4.  St.  4.  This  meafnre  is  not  very  common: 

r%         -1  J  ^j    k«»^«*  ^^^r^    fe"t  *s  Mr.  Jortin  obferves,  Milton 

For  evil  deeds  may  better  than  .^^^ 

bad  words  be  bore.    Tlycr.       ^^^   ^^^  ^^^  ^,^^,j   ^^^^ 

Beaumont  and  Fletcher  exprefs  the  judging,  I  fuppofe,  that  they  had 
iame  fentiment  very  well.  Sugars  the  fame  effea  in  jpoetry,  which 
Bufti  Aft  H.  difeords  have  in  munc. 

Nn4>  ^i.^.-m,reafiu 
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By  force,  who  reafon  for  their  law  refiife, 

Right  reafon  for  their  law,  and  for  their  king 

Mefliah,  who  by  right  of  merit  reigns. 

Go  Michael  of  celeftial  armies  prince, 

And  thou  in  military  prowefs  next  45 

Gabriel,  lead  forth  to  battel  thefe  my  fons 

Invincible,  lead  forth  my  armed  Saints 

By  thoulands  and  by  millions  rang'd  for  fight, 

Equal  in  number  to  that  Godlefs  crew 

Rebellious;  them  with  fire  and  hoftiie  arms  co 

Fearlefs  aflault,  and  to  the  brow  of  Heaven 

Purfuing  drive  them  out  from  God  and  blifs 

Into  their  place  of  punishment,  the  gulf 

Of  Tartarus,  which  ready  opens  wide 

Hij 

^}.——rtaJiir/erlbtir/4pa.-']   Ah  dufl  in  the  poeoi,  thaithe  commif- 

ludiog  to  the  word  Aoj'©--  fion  her;  given  is  not  executed; 

4^.  Ge  Mitbail  ef  telrjiial  armits  chey  are  order'd  to  drirvt  the  rebel 

^Wo«,]  As  this  battel  of  the  Angels  m  frm  God  and  Ui/,.  brt 

Angeli  u  foanded  principally  on  this  is  efFefted  ai  laft  by  the  Meffi»h 

Rev,  Xir.  7,  8.   1b:ri  ivai  lAiar  ia  alone.     Some  realbas  for  it  are  af- 

Heamn;    Micliatl    and   his   Angih  tigo'd  in  the  fpccdi  of  God,  ver. 

/•m-iht  againfi  ihe  Dragtm,  and  the  68o.  nnd  in  thai  of  the  Mefliah,  ver. 

DrofBK  fought   and  bit  Angfli,  and  Soi.  in  this  book. 
frfvailid nat,  Ktithtr  luai  tbiir  plan         ^?.  His  fery  Cba^f']    Chao,  mvf 

,  fiund  any  msrt  in  Htaven;  Michael  mean  anyplace  of  confuiion;  but 

iirighllymadebyMilcontlic  leader  if  we  lake  it  fliidly,   Tartarvs  or 

of  the  heivenly  armies,  and  the  Hell  wa^  bjilt  in  Chaos  {JJ.  looi.) 

name  in  Hebrew  figiii lies  ihc  ^.vr  and  therefore  that  pan  of  it,  bi- 

»/  Go,i.     But  ii  may  be  ceofut'd  ing  ftor'd  with  fire,  may  not  im- 

perhaps  as  a  piece  cf  wrong  eon-  properly  be    caird  a  fiir,  Chau. 

Dr. 
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His  fiery  Chaos  to  receive  their  fall.  ^^ 

So  fpake  the  fovran  voice,  and  clouds  began    • 
To  darken  all  the  hill,  and  fmoke  to  roll 
In  dufky  wreaths,  reludlant  flames,  the  fign 
Of  wrath  awak*d;  nor  with  lefs  dread  the  loud 
Ethereal  trumpet  from  on  high  'gan  blow :  60 

At  which  command  the  Powers  militant. 
That  flood  for  Heav'n,  in  mighty  quadrate  join'd 
Of  union  irrefiflible,  mov*d  on 
In  filence  their  bright  legions,  to  the  found 
Of  inflrumental  harmony,  that  breath'd  6  c 

Heroic  ardor  to  adventrous  deeds 
Under  their  God-like  leaders,  in  the  caufe 
Of  God  and  his  Meffiah.    On  they  move 

In- 

Dr.  Bcntley's  change  of  his  into  dtrs^   and  lightnings^   end  a   thick 

ttSt  becaafe  ivhifb  (not  tvho)  went  cioud  upon  the  mount  — —  and  mount 

before,    proceeds  upon  a  fuppofi-  Sinai  <was  altogether  on  a  fmoke,  he- 

lion  that  tuhich  is  not  to  be  referred  caufe  the  Lord  defended  upon  it  in 

to  a  perfon;    though   it    is  well  fre. 

Inown  that  formerly  ivbich  was  as  58.  —  reluBant  fames,']  As  flow 

<ften  apply *d  to  a  perfon  as  nvbo:  and  unwilling  to  break  forth, 

•  Dn  Pcarce  obfcrvcs  Stupa  vomens  tardum  fumum. 

56.         and  clouds  began  yj     jPr^yc^o^ 

To  darken  all  the  hill,  and  fmoke  ir^.^n.  v .  O82. 

to  roll  &c.]  In  Ais  defcrip-        64.  In  filence  ]    So  Homer  ob- 

tbn  the  author  manifeAly  alludes  fcrves,  Iliad.  III.  8.  to  the  honor 

to  that  of  God  defcending  upon  of  his  countr)'men  the  Grecian?, 

fiiunt  Sinai,  Exod.  XIX.  16,  &c.  that  they  march'd  On  in  filence, 

M  it  cami  to  pafs  en  the  third  detf  while  the  Trojans  advanc'd  with 

in^he  mormng^  that  there  nuerethtm*  noifc  and  damor.  . 

71— >^ 
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lodifToIubly  firm  i  nor  obvious  hill,  69 

Nor  ftrait'ning  vale,  nor  wood,  nor  ftream  divides 

Their  perfeift  ranks ;  for  high  above  the  ground 

Their  march  was,  and  the  paffive  air  upbore 

Their  nimble  tread  j  as  when  tlie  total  kind 

Of  birds,  in  orderly  array  on  wing, 

Came  fummon'd  over  Eden  to  receive  y^ 

Their  names  of  dice ;  fo  over  many  a  trait 

Of  Heav'n  they  march'd,  and  many  a  province  wide 

Tenfold  the  length  of  this  terrene:  at  laft 

Far  in  th'  horizon  to  the  north  appeat'd 

From 

71.'— _/ir  Ugh  ohatM  lit  gmmJ  •jy—MtuhtmthtMaiJanJtK.1 
&c.]  Our  authorattiibutes  the  Tame  Homer  hat  ufed  the  riiiiile  of  a 
kind  of  motion  to  the  ADgels,  as  flight  cf  fowli  twice  in  his  Ilisi 
■he  Ancients  did  (O  their  Gods ;  to  exprefs  the  number  and  the  mo- 
which  was  gliding  thro*  the  air  dons,  the  order  and  the  clamon 
without  ever  touching  ihe  ground  of  an  army.  Sec  Iliad  II.  4,59. 
with  their  feet,  or  as  Milton  elfe-  III.  z.  As  Virgil  haa  done  du 
where  elegantlxeicprcflesitfB.Vjn.  lamenutnberof  times  in  hit  .£Dei^ 
3OZ. )  fmBuh-Jlidinr  ■mrViMtf  fiep.  VII.  699.  X,  264.  But  ihij  £iub 
And  Homer,  lliacT  V.  77S.  com-  exceeds  any  of  thofe ;  Firft,  as  J 
pares  the  motion  of  two  Gcxideirci  rifei  fo  naturally  out  of  the  fubje^ 
to  the  flight  of  doves,  as  Milton  and  was  a  comparifon  fo  familiv 
here  compares  the  march  of  the  te  Adam.  Secondly,  the  AiigA 
Angels  to  the  birds  coming  oa  the  were  marching  thro'  the  air,  a^ 
wing  to  Adam  to  receive  their  not  on  the  ground,  which  gives 't 
oames,  another  propriety ;  and  here  i  l^ 

lievc  the  poet  inteaded  the  cHcf 
A/  /i  $4THr  Tf»p«T(  wt^efMrr    likencfs.     Thirdly,  The  mial  kd 
f B/KctS'  s^tt  of  birds  much  more  properly  %■ 

prefles  a  prodigionf  number  tin 
Smooth  3)  die  failing  doves  they    any  particutar  fpecies,  or  a  coUt- 
glide  kloit^,       Vo^  lioa  in  any  putiaibr  ^^iu».  "im 

Miw 


I. 
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From  fkirt  to  fkirt  a  fiery  region,  ftretch'd     *      80 
In  battailous  z{p6&j  and  nearer  view 
Bridled  with  upright  beams  innumerable 
Of  rigid  fpears,  and  helmets  throhg'd,  and  fhields 
Various,  with  boaftfiil  argument  portray'd. 
The  banded  Pow'rs  of  Satan  hafting  on  Sc 

With  furious  expedition ;  for  they  ween'd 
That  felf-fame  day  by  fight,  or  by  furprife. 
To  win  the  mount  of  God,  and  on  his  throne 
To  fet  the  envicr  of  his  ftate,  the  proud 
Afpirer,  but  their  thoughts  prov'd  fond  and  vain      90 

Li 

Mnton  has  raifed  the  image  in  pro-  84.  Various^  trntb  ivaft/ul  argu* 

portion  to  his  fubje6t    ^t^AnEjfof  ment  portn^'il,'^    Shields 'ua- 

mf6H  Milton  s  imtatiom  of  the  At-  rious  are  varied  with  diverfe  fculp- 

cienu.  p.  9.  tores  and  paintings;    an  elegant 

81.  ■  ■  and  nearer  vie*w  8cc,  ]  Ladnifm.  And  the  thought  of  at- 
To  the  north  appeared  a  fiery  re-  fiributing^V/i//  various^  with  hoaft- 
gion,  and  nearer  to  the  view  ap-  ful  argument  portrafdy  to  the  evil 
pearM  the  banded  Powers  of  Satan.  Angefi  feems  to  be  t^en  firom  the 
It  appeared  a  fiery  region  indi-  Phoeniffie  of  Euripides,  where  the 
ftindiy  at  firft,  but  upon  nearer  heroes  who  befieee  Thebes  are  de* 
▼lew  it  proved  to  be  Satan's  rebel  fcrib'd  with  the  like  boaftful  fhiclds, 
army.  only  the  prophet  Amphiaraos  hath 

82.  Brijtled  ivith  ufrirbt  Beam  no  fuch  boaftfbl  argument  on  his 
&c.]   The  Latins  exprels  this  by  fhield,  bat  a  fhield  without  ai^- 
the  word  borrere  taken  from  the  ment  as  became  a  modeft   man, 
iri filing  on  ^  wild  boar*s  or  other  ver.  1 1 17. 
animal's  back.  Viig.^n.  XI.6oi. 

,  —  turn  Ute  fcrrcus.hafti«  ^  ^^^'^  Af^pmc^e-,  ^  fn^fiiC 

Horrot  Ager.  «<>•  *^*"^ 

l^tpn  has  before,  in  II.  513,  the  stAcc* 

cxprefionbf  b§rr$nt  urmSm 

93.  AhJ 
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In  the  mid  way :  though  ftrange  to  us  it  fccm'd 
At  firft,  that  Angel  ihculd  with  Angel  war. 
And  in  fierce  hofting  meet,  who  wont  to  meet 
So  oft  in  feftivals  of  joy  and  love 
Unanimous,  as  fons  of  one  great  fire 
Hymning  th' eternal  Father:  but  the  Ihout 
Of  battel  now  began,  and  rufliing  found 
Of  onfet  ended  foon  each  milder  thought. 
High  in  the  midft  exalted  as  a  God 
Th'Apoftatc  in  his  fun-bright  chariot  fat,  i 

Idol  of  majefty  divine,  inclos'd 
With  flaming  Cherubim  and  golden  fbields; 


Oj.  Jl«A  in  fitrci  hoping  melt,  ] 
,  This  word  bojlinz  fecms  lo  have 
been  firft  coin'd  by  our  auihor.  It 
is  a  very  cxpreffivc  word,  and 
plainly  formed  from  the  fubftaniivc 
hafi:  And  if  ever  it  is  righc  to 
make  new  woitls,  it  is  when  the 
occalion  is  ib  new  and  extraoidi- 

loi.  liel if  majtfiy  £mini,'\  TKis 
is  the  very  fame  with  what  Abdiel 
sifierwards  at  vcr.  114.  calls  rf/r«- 
hlavce  of  the  Higheji,  but  how  ju- 
dieioufiy  has  Milton  cuU'd  out  ijie 
word  idtl,  which  though  it  be  in 
its  oiiginal  fignilication  the  fame  aj 
referablanc^,  yet  by  its  common 
applicatioD  alwa/i  in  a  bad  fenfe 


Then 

ferv'd  much  better  to  exprefs  the 
prcfent  character  of  Satan. !  Ti)cr. 

'T-wixi  htfl  and  beji  but   sarrmo 

fp.ut  i<.-as  Ifft,  ]  The  fane 
cireumltance  Taflb  has  in  his  de- 
fcription  of  the  dcdfive  battel  be- 
fore the  will)  of  Jcrdaleii),  Cani. 

ao.  St.3,. 

Decrefce  in  mcza  it  campo 

108.  Oit  the  raugh  ligc  ef  latltl] 
So  we  have  in  I,  276.  en  tbt  peri- 
ioai  edgt  of  hattti.    See  the  note 

diere. 

.-..      III.  dUd 
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Then  lighted  from  his  gdtgeous  throne,  for  now 
'Twixt  holl  and  hoft  but  narrow  fpace  was  left,       * 
A  dreadful  interval,  and  front  to  front  105 

Prefented  flood  in  terrible  array 
Of  hideous  length:  before  the  cloudy  van. 
On  the  rough  edge  of  battel  ere  it  join'd, 
Satan  with  vaft  and  haughty  ftrides  advanc'd 
Came  towring,  arm'd  in  adamant  and  gold;        no 
Abdiel  that  fight  indur'd  not,  where  he  ilood 
Among  the  mightieft,  bent  on  highefl  deeds. 
And  thus  his  own  undaunted  heart  explores. 
O  Hcav'n  \  that  fuch  refemblance  of  the  Highefl: 

Should 

\i\.  Ab Jill  that  fight  iwdurdn*!^    A  Toliloquy  upoo  fuch  inoccaTioit 

Virg.-^n,11.407.  »  only  making  the   perfba  tbini^ 

mloaJ.     And  as  It  u  obrerred  by  a* 

Non   tulit  banc  fpedem  furiata    very  Kpod  judge  in  thefe  matceri, 

mente  Chorabui.  this  uie  of  folSoqiiies  by  the  epic 

poet),  who  might  fo  much  more 

113.  And  thus  Ini  cam  ttrnJautilti    ealily  than  the  dramatic  defcribe 

htart  txfkrii.l  Such  folilo-    the  workings  of  the 


quies  : 


1  uoconunon  in  the    rative,  fcems  to  be  much  in' favor 


poets  at  the  beginning  and  even  in  of  the  latter  in  their  ufe  tf  them, 

the  midft  of  batteli.  ThuiHcftor,  however  the  modern  critics  agree 

Iliad.  XXII.  98.  explores  his  own  (a:  I  think  they  generally  do  agree) 

magnanimous  heart,  before  he  en-  in  condemning  them  as  unnaturai, 

sages  with  Achilles,  tho'  not  only  frequent,  but  gcne- 

„  „,  _  rally  the  moll  beautiful  parts  in  the 

Oxfl«?«  ^   »»  «"  ^f®"   "  beft  pWs  ancient    and    modem, 

,i,>r«MiTep«  5v«.r.  ,nd  I  believe  very  few,    if  any, 

Hefiood,  and  queflion'd  thns  hit  Lave  been  wroiewitbout  them. 

mighty  mind.        Fope. 
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Should  yet  remain,  where  faith  and  re'iify  1 1  j 

fllemain  not:  wherefore  fhould  not  flrength  and  might 
There  fail  where  virtue  fails,  or  weakeft  prove 
Where  boldeft,  though  to  fight  ur.eonqaerable? 
His  puiflance,  truftiog  in  th'  Almighty's  aid,  '  jj 

I  mean  to  try,  whofe  reafon  I  have  try'd  120'' 

Unfound  and  falfc;  nor  is  it  ought  but  jufl:. 
That  he  who  in  debate  of  truth  hath  won. 
Should  win  in  arms,  in  both  difputcs  alike  ■'•'^ 

Viftor;  though  bnitlQi  that  contort  and  foul. 
When  Totfott  hath  to  deal  with  force,  yet  fo       125' 
Moft  reafon  is  that  reafcm  overcome. 

So  pondering,  and  from  his  armed  peers 
Forth  Aepping  oppofit,  half  way  he  met 

His 

11;-  —  tubere faith  taid  realitf]  deed  without  the  divine  aid  and 

The    author   ( fajrj  Dr.  Bentlej' )  affiftancc  he  would  have  been  \>j 

would  not  have  faid  rcHlij  but  «-  no  means  a  match  for  fo  fupeiioc 

miiiy,    and    therefore   the   Doflor  as  Angel. 

prefen/talff,  whichis  undoubtedly        135.  . — -fxi/,  ma  to  thliri  b>^ 
a.  proper  word,  but  not  neceflaiy  -vain  &c.]  So  Waller  in  hii 

here.  For  realty  fecmt  not  to  mean  Verfta  en  tht  t^ng  »f  Sallr, 

i.i  this  place  realit*  in  ODDofitlOti  to  r<     ■  ■       .      .. 

y*^,  iut  h.lS,  for  Tt  Italian  ^~  '  ",P^r'*'  *""  ^""'^^  "^ 
diflionaries  explain   the  adjeflive  'he"". 

resU  by  Ajifl.'.     Belides  where  is  the  And  Virgii,  ^n.  VI,  590, 

diftcrenoc  between /ai/i,  mdfidlti  -n ■    -    u 

•    r.„fA,iu.>        P..1-  ■'      ^  Demens.  qui  mmboi  ct non  in 


■atfdtliijf        Ecarcc. 


tabile  fdm 


frufiing  in  th' Almighty' i 
aid,]  We  may  remark  the    AndHomer  frequently, from  whence 
piety  of  the  good  Angel  j  and  ia-   the  reft  fccm  to  have  borrow'd  it, 

tbo' 
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His  daring  foe,  at  this  preventioiy  more 
Inccns'd,  and  thus  iecurely  him  dcfy'd.  i^o 

Proud,  art  thou  met  ?  thy  hope  was  to  have  reach'd 
The  highth  of  thy  afpiring  unopposed. 
The  throne  of  God  unguarded,  and  his  fide 
Abandoned  at  the  terror  of  thy.  power 
Or  potent  tongue :  fool,  not  to  think  how  vain      13  c 
Againft  th'  Omnipotent  to  rife  in  arms ; 
Who  out  of  fmalleft  things  could  without  end 
Have  rais'd  inceflant  armies  b>  defeat 
Thy  folly ;  or  with  folitary  hand 
Reaching  beyond  all  limit,  at  one  blow  140 

Unaided  could  have  iinifh'd  thee,  and  whelm'd 
Thy  legions  under  darknefs :  but  thou  feeft 

All 

tli#*  Mr.  Pope  has  ibmetimes  lef-  O  fool  f  is  if  it  were  a  thing  of 
fen'd  the  fpirxt  of  the  expreifion  by  nought 

Crannating  the  word  Kn7rt&  fome-  God  to  refift,  or  change  his  pur- 
times  pofe  great,  £3^r.    Fairfax. 

Fool  that  he  was         ■  ■ 

^dfomcthncnuking.wholelinc  Fol'&i^iS'J&Kc'"^. 

^^  ''»  nioD,  that  the  creation  was  out  of 

Poc^  that  he  was,  and  to  the  fa-  nothing.    ComU  hm/g  raiid  incef-^ 

ture  blind.  font   armhs,    Matth.  XXVI.    53. 

But  Milton  has  hm  particularly    ^^^^ft^^  ^^*  I  f^t  mrw  pray 
ifldtated  Taflb.  Cant,  4.  Sl  z.      '    ^,^  ^^^^^^  ^  ^'  fiaU  frefmtly 

gfve  me  more  than  twetve  leginu  of 
Come   fia  pur  leggiera  imprefa    Angebf 

(ahi  ftolto)  1 39,  ^filitaiy  band]  His  fingle 

IlrepugnarealadivtnaTOglia&^.    hand*  , 

147 — nj 
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All  are  not  of  thy  train ;  there  be  who  faith 
Prefer,  and  piety  to  God,  though  then 
To  thee  not  vifible,  when  I  alone  i^j 

Seem'd  in  thy  world  erroneous  to  difient 
From  all:  my  feft  thou  fcsft ;  now  learn  too  late 
How  few  fometimes  may  know,  when  thouHinds  err. 
Whom  the  grand  foe  with  fcornful  eye  alkance 
Thus  anfwer'd.  Ill  for  thee,  but  in  wifli'd  hour    150 
Of  my  revenge,  firft  fought  for  thou  return'ft 
From  flight,  feditious  Angel,  to  receive 
Thy  merited  reward,  the  firft  alTay 
Of  this  right  hand  provok'd,  fince  firft  that  tongue 
Iiifpir'd  with  contradiftion  durft  oppofe  1 55 

A 

y^-j.—  mifcS  theufc/fi;  kcl  have  given  it,  and  I  fuppofc  dii 

The  nfe  of  ihc  v/OTd/iJl  in  this  give  it, 

place  (ecBa  a  little  forc'd  and  fin-  u  r        -  • 

galar;  .nd  I  can't  help  thinking  Ho«-  .«  fon.et.me,    may  kD(«r, 
Eat  Milton  brought  it  in  in  order  to  "^^"'^  ibo-ifands  err. 

fneer  the  LoyaJiils  of  hii   time,  as  above,   ver.  23.    Tkat  imr,  jt! 

whobrRndedalldiiienters,of  whom  cm  rttura'ii not  kj).  Corn,  Ncposii 

be  wu  one,  with  the  opprobrious  Epaniiuonda,   Ex  quo  intelli^  po- 

ii;itiic  4^  Se^ricj.     This  alfb  a.C-  telt;i«»nihominemplurisquaincifi- 

counra  for  the  word /(ou  in  the  ncjri  tatcni  fuifle.  Pha-dri  Fab.  LXIII. 

line,  inafmuch  aj,  it  fuited  Milton'*  p,^^  ^^^  ^  ^^  ^  .   ^ 

particular  vi.w  better  to  eli.blill,  j,^,,-^        ^^^^^ 

a  genera!  maxim  than  to  Bpplj^  «  -^ 

merely  to  the  fingle  cafe  of  Abdiel.  I  fuppofc  the  good  Angel  faidj/ht, 

Tiftr.  though  ore   wai  particularlv  i«- 

.4S  Ho-v.'f.'u.-fomtlinieiiKajinBiv,']  tended,  35  it  ia  more   modelt  uj 

ThefeT^TO  here  are  fliU  too  many,  lefs  afriuningiohtmfelf,  and  fortk 

To  come  up  to  the  point  he  fnould  rcufon   hinted  above,    intin 


i 
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A  third  part  of  the  Gods,  in  fynod  met . 
Their  deities  to  allert,  who  while  they  £;el 
Vigor  divine  within  them,  can  allow 
Omnipotence  to  none*    But  well  thou  com'ft 
Before  thy  fellows,  ambitious  to  win  160 

From  me  fome  plume,  that  thy  fuccefs  may  ihow 
Deftrudlion  to  the  reft :  this  paufe  between 

(Unanfwer'd  left  thou  boaft)  to  let  thee  know; 
At  firft  I  thought  that  Liberty  and  Heaven 
To  heav'nly  fouls  had  been  all  one;  but  now      165 
I  fee  that  moft  through  floth  had  rather  ferve, 
Miniftring  Spi'rits,  trained  up  in  feaft  and  fong; 
Such  haft  thou  arm'd,  the  minftrelfy  of  Heaven, 

Servility 

that  the  Seftaiies,   tho'  fewer  in        167.  Mmfiring  SfPrits,']  So  they 

mimber,  yet  were  more  in  the  right   are  called  Heb.  I.  14.    Are  they  not 

than  their  oppofers.  aJi  mitnjlriu^  Sfirks  f   and   Satan 

.  r       f    y.     /.         /T     1  mentions  it  m  aeriiion.     Compare 

^^\--^^^*jhf!^cifimajJ^   ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^f  y.        ^/ix. 

Thy  fuccefs,  thy  ill  faccefs;   "^e   5,. 

word  fuccefs  is  nfed  in  the  fame       ^ 

fenfe,  U.  9.         Bicbardfen, 


161. tb^tiby  fuccefs  MiefJh§V} 

Deftruaion  to  the  re/:]  Bcndey 
faysy  a  deteftable  fault :  it  fhould  be 
inflruaion.  Mr.  Pope  fiiys  fuccefs 
tromicL  I  don*t  know  what  this 
means.  The  text  is  right,  and  the 
meaning  is,  that  thy  fuccefs  may 
ihow  thy  fellows  the  road  to  de- 
ftru£iion»  or  the  way  to  deftroy  their 
enemies.  Warburtau, 
Vol.  L 


Vobis  pi£la  croco  et  fulgenti  mo- 
rice  veftb : 

Defidiz  cordi:  juvat  indolgere 
choreis : 

Et  tunicse  manicas  et  habent  redi- 
micula  mitne. 

O  vere  Phrygiac,  neqne  enim  Phry- 
ges !  ite  per  alta 

Dindyma,  ubi  afluetis  biibrem  dat 
tibia  cantom. 


Oo 


TV» 


\ 


I 


-  44*  PARADISE   LO^T.     fiookVj. 

Servility  with  freedom  to  contend, 

As  both  their  deeds  compar'd  this  day  (hall  prove,  ij-tj 

To  whom  in  brief  thus  Abdiel  ftern  reply'd. 
Apoftate,  ftill  thou  err'ft,  nor  end  wilt  find. 
Of  erring,  from  the  path  of  truth  remote : 
Unjuftly  thou  deprav'ft  it  with  the  name 
Of  fervitudc  to  ferve  whom  God  ordains,  175 

Or  Nature;  God  and  Nature  bid  the  fame,  ... 

When  he  who  rules  is  Worthicft,  arid  excels  ^ 

Them  whom  he  goWfHB.    f  his  is  ftrVittide, 
To  fcrre  th'  ilnwife,  ot  lllM  iVho  hath  rfebell'd 
Againft  bis  Wbfthldr,  as  thine  ti6w  &tf6  ihet^     iHi 
Thyfelf  not  fiee,  but  tb  thyfelf  inthrallM; 
Yet  Itwdly  dar'ft  our  miniftring  upbraid. 

tpbfatk  vds  buldfqne  voUt  Be-  Tu  mihi  qui  Mpiiim,  Hits  ftttS 

reef  nthU  mattis  mifer  — =- 

Idxs:  finite inna vitU,  tt  ccfliti  Qoifum igiou' Kbei?  (apie&stfiU 

ferm.  qui  imperwlus. 

'^'■ilT;^"'*"'"^'""  And^tpwWbhcre  feid  of  ftr- 

w«»(«.-]8omediing  Site  this  *-3«4- 

3s  what  Juno  fays  to  Jupiter,  Iliad.       iSt- iit^ftillfyi;,^gAmt\ 

XIX.  107.  Not  ±at  it  was  fd  at  Wefent.    Tfcit 

.orifl»««»         Thvpr  "™  onler^  hiill  to  be  call  out.  ver.    ' 

.Tifl„ff«,.         Ihyer.  ^^    and  what  the  Almighty  S 

181.  ftyfifr  mjhi,  #»/  « /*)(.  prOnounc'd,  iht  gtibd  Angel  llwb 

Jfil/inibr<arii'\  St)  Horace  upon  m  done.  Am  this  tentimeai 
lUJJ.VlI.  81. 


•#  t 
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Reign  thou  in  Hell  thy  kingdom  s  let  me  ferve 
In^  Heav'a  God  erer  bleft,  and  his  ($vioe 
Behefts  obey,  worthief):  to  be  obeyed;  185 

Yet  chains  in  Hell,  not  realms  ezpedt:  mean  while 
From  me  return'd,  as  erft  thou  faidft,  from  flight. 
This  greeting  on  thy  impious  creft  receive. 
^     So  fay 'iiig,  a  noble  ftroke  he  lifted  high. 
Which  hung  not,  but  To  fwift  with  tempefl  fell     1 90 
.On  the  proud  crefl  of  Satan,  that  no  fight. 

Nor  motion  of  fwift  thought,  lefs  could  his  fhield 

^ch  ruin  intercept :  ten  paces  huge 

He  back  recoil'd  i  die  tentli  on  bended  knee 

His  mafly  fpear  opftay^d ;  as  if  on  earth  195 

Winds  under  ground,  or  waters  forcing  way 

Siddong 

lUsgn  dm  im  IMilyJ^gdm;  kt  1S9.  So  fiffingy  &c.  ]  Bt^imt  b 
mifirme  iiere  oontra^ed  imo  one  fylltble^ 

Jmliiav^nGodrmrhUf^  -or  is  tobe  pnMiouiic*d  as  two  fbort 

is  dcfign'd  as  a  comnft  to  Satan's   <«ei,*  whick  i»«iy  wdl  exprcffjf 

vMnt  in  I.  263.  «*^  cagerndi  rf  the  Angel.     He 

T>  ^    *.^  — :^ ;«  u^ii   »L^  r—tr-  ftrocfc  at  his  foe  befone  he  had 

Setter  to  reiiniui  neU>  tluuilerve  ^  .^,,  u*    r     ^a.      l*i    u 

•    w  finiftid  his  fpeeck,  while  he  was 

in  neaven.  foeakiog,   wkich  u  nuch  better 

187.  from  me  returned,  as  erp  thou  ^^  p^  Bemlcy's  reading  S0  imd, 

faidjf,  frmJHghu  .  as  if  he  had  not  ainiM  his  Mow, 

^hii  greeting  &c.]  So  AfcanuM  in  ^^  ^^^  ^it,  had  fpoken. 

Virgil  retorts  his  adverfary  s  term  ^,  ,y  ^  ^^rth 

of  reproach,  Mn,  IX.  635,  |^y^^  under  ground,  &c.]  Htfiiod 

Bis  capti  Pbryges  haec  Rutulis  re-  compares  the  fall  of  Cyg^us  to  an 

fpoalk  roiitiixunty  oak  or  a  rode  falling.  Scut.  Here. 

alluding  to  ver.  599%  4cti' 

O  o  a  HciTt 


I 
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Sidelong  had  pufii'd  a  mountain  from  his  feat 
Half  funk  with  all  his  pines.     Amazement  fcis'd 
The  rebel  Thrones,  but  greater  rage  to  fee 
Thus  foil'd  their  mighcieft ;  ours  joy  fUl'd,  and  ftiout, 
Prefage  of  vidlory,  and  fierce  defire  joi 

Of  battel :  whereat  Michael  bid  found 
Th' Arch- Angel  trumpet ;  through  the  vaft  of  Heaven 
It  founded,  and  the  faithfiil  armies  rung 

Hofanna 

Hci^t  A  *'(  oTt  T((  /pu<  KtTtY,    What  ftrong  and  dariog  figurei  ire 
n  oTi  iMTpB  J^'rc .'  Every  thing  li  alive  and  ui- 

^  *  '  *■«""  rough  and  jarring  arc  the  verfa. 
And  fimiles  of  this  kind  are  very  and  iiow  admiraUy  do  they  trtt 
frequent  amongfi  the  ancient  poets,  lie  korriblt  Jiftord  they  would  de- 
but though  our  author  might  take  feribe  1  The  word  bray  (probably 
the  hint  of  hii  from  thence,  yet  from  the  Greek  ^car/a  ftrepol 
we  muft  »llow.  that  he  has  wiih  fignifics  to  make  any  kind  of  noife, 
great  art  and  judgment  highten'd  tho"  now  it  be  commonly  appro- 
It  in  proportion  to  the  fuperiordig-  priated  to  a  certain  animaJ.  ft  m 
nity  of  his  lubjea.  But  perhaps  apply'd  by  Spenter  to  the  found  rf 
he  might  rather  more  probably  al-  a  trumpet.  Fairy  Queen,  B. 
lude  to  Spenfer's  defctiption  of  the  Cant.  12.  St.6.  '  ' 
fait  of  the  old  dragon,  under  which 

allegory  he  intended  to  reprefcnt  a  ^°-  ^lien  it  ceas'd,  (hrUI  tnun- 

Lhriftian'i  vitlory  over  the  Devi!.  pe^s  loud  did  brcj. 

FaiT-  Queen,  B.  ,.  Cant.  1 1.  St.  54.  B„t  it  ufually  figniiies  ai.y  difagr«- 

So  down  he  fell,  as  an  huge  rocky  able  noife,  as  B.  1 .  Cant.  6.  St.  7. 

Whorefalfefoundationwaveshave  ^", '*'I?'i-^T""  """^  fiinekj  ft 

walh-daway,  loud  d:d  ir«j.- 

Wiih  dreadful  poife  ii  from  the  and  B.  i.  Cant,  8.  St.  1 1, 

main  land  rift,  tfi'.     Tiyrr,  ,,    ,      „ 

JL         ,j-       \    .-,  "^■°'""xV»''''"tJ«bcaftIyycl- 

iiQ. -^ ana  tbt  wfidthng ivbttli}  ling  found; 
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Hofanna  to  the  High^cft:  nor  flood  at  gaze        205 
The  advcrfe  legions,  nor  lefs  hideous  join'd 
The  horrid  (hock :  now  ftorming  fury  rofc. 
And  clamor  fuch  as  heard  in  Heav'n  till  now 
Was  never;  arms  on  armour  clalhing  bray'd 
Horrible  difcord,  and  the  madding  wheels  216^ 

Of  brazen  chariots  rag'd;  dire  was  the  noife 
Of  conflid;  over  head  the  difmal  hifs 

Of 

and  fomedmes  it  is  ufed  as  a  verb  And  *tis  hard  to  goefs,  what  fanlt 
a£Uve,  as  here  in  Milton;  Fairy  to  charge  on  the  printer,  fince 
Queen,  B.  5.  Cant.  II.  St.  20.  poetic    fiiry    is    commonly   both 

Even  bJfoh«no«.  words,  which   « V;^*" t^ 'Sc^  ^^Si 
ihedoth^^;  fcntence,  which  is   certainly  vi- 

and in  Shakefpear*s  Hamlet,  A6t  I.     cious,  tbi  hifs  flew  in  volies,  and 

rm.   1   •*!-  j«,-.  -«j  **.,.«..^«>  »i%.i.   'A#  hifs  vaulted  the  hofts  with  fire : 
The  ketde  drum  ««i  trumpet  thtt,   ^^  J^^^  ^^  ^  fairly  thought 

The  tlWph  of  his  pledge.         '  to  have  given  it 

—  over  head  nmth  difinal  hiis 

21Z.  -^  votr  htai  the  difmal  hifs  The  fiery  darts  in  flaming  voliet 

Of  Jtery  darts]   Now  the  author  flew.        J?<«/^^. 

H  come  to  that  part  of  his  poem,  ^     .^  ,        .  ,       .     , . 

where  he  is  moft  to  exert  what  fa-  But  if  there  be  any  place  in  thu 

culty  he  has  of  J4®-,  magnilo-  pocm,  where  the  fubbmity  of  the 

quencc  of  ftlle,  and  fublimiqr  of  thought  wiU  allow  the  accuracy  of 

Uioueht  exprcffion  to  give  way  to  the  ftrength 

^    *  f     «  1  of  it,  it  is  here.    There  is  a  pccu- 

Nunc,  veneianda  Pales,  magno  ^  f^^^^  fometimes  in  afcribing 

nunc  ore  fonMdum.  ^i^^  ^^  ^  circumftance  of  the  thing, 

Virg.  Georg.  III.  294*  ^^iich  more  properly  belongs  to 

He  has  executed  it  to  admiration :  the  thing  itfel/j  to  the  hifs,  which 

but  the  danger  is,  of  being  hurried  belongs  to  the  darts.    See  my  notQ 

away  by  hb  unbridled  fteed  J  and  0nII.6c4,      _^    ,,  ^^^^/^ 

of  deferthig  propriety,  while  he's  As  the  learned  Mr.  Upton  remarks 

huntmg  after  ftund  and  tumor,  in   his  Critical  Obfcnrations  on 

^  0  o }  Shake^peact 
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Of  fiery  darts  in  aaming  voUes  flew. 

And  flying  vaulted  either  hoft  with  fire. 

So  under  fiery  cope  together  ru(h'd  215 

Both  battels  main,  with  ruinous  afliult 

And  incxtinguiihabk  ragcj  all  Heaven 

Refounded,  and  had  Earth  been  then,  all  Earth 

Had  to  lier  center  ihook.  What  wonder?  when 

Millions  of  fierce  encountring  Angels  fought       220 

OjI  either  fide,  the  leaft  of  whom  could  wield 

Thefe  elements,  and  arm  him  with  the  force 

Of  all  their  regions:  how  much  more  of  power 

Army*  againA  army  numberic&  to  raife 

Dreadfiil  combuftion  warring,  and  difturb,  225 

Though  not  dcftroy,  their  happy  native  feat; 

Had 

Stitkerpeir.  th«  fobfaative  ii  rone-  his  origkd,  u  kc  hat  dome  io  Ait 

times  to  be  oonftnied  adjcdively  particBlar.      Hcfiad  !*»  tbat  die 

when  governing  a  genitive  cafe.  Titatts    wei«    vr^dkuamei  witk 

Ariilophanes  in  Plut.  26?.  n  yfj-  dmtj,  Theog.  716. 

golden  words.    Sir  Philip  Sidney's  '  "'"^''" 

ArcadU,  p.  i.   cfemng  tie  deny  of  Uu  Milton  hie  iapioved  the  hot- 

htr  lifs,  thai  is  cherry  lips.  So  here  ror  of  the  derodftioo,  and  a  _0ali 

tbt  hifs  c/ Jiiri4  \%  iiiHtmg  Aarts.  of  ^Ht  is  juu  near  To  great  and 

11^  AndJIying  ■vaaludtilbirhup  dreadful  an  image  as  zjitry  cope  or 

iultl»fi:e:\   Our  author  has  -vaiikef  filming  darti. 
frequnitlj  had  lis  eye  ujkjji  He- 

£aaj  giaiU-war   as  welt   a^   upon  H^.  —  timigi  mmier'/Ji^i  &C.] 

Homer,  and  ba^  imitated  fcvcrat  Eadi  legion  wu  iq  nnnMr  l&e  as 

paJi'ages ;   ^uc  commonly  cxceedi  Mtmj,  adk  fiogk  wanisr  ww  ii 

Arength 
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Had  not  tbVcternal  JCiwg  rpujipotent 
From  Jiis  ftrong  hold  q{  H»v'n  Jiigh  over^rurd 
And  limited  thisir  might;  though  numbcr'd  iuch 
As  each  diyidtd  l^bn  might  h^ve  feem'd  23^ 

A  i)}iineroiis  hoft,  in  £trpngth  e^ph  ^rmed  h$tn4        1 
A  legion,  k4  i»  fight  yet  leader  feengi'd 
Each  warrior  iingle  as  in  chief,  expert 
WhcQ  to  adyance,  or  ftand,  or  turn  the  fway 
Of  battel,  open  when,  and  when  to  cloie  235 

The  ridges  of  grim  war :  no  thought  of  flight. 
None  of  retreat,  qo  unbecoming  deed 
That  argued  fear;  each  on  himfelf  rely^d. 
As  only  in  his  arm  the  myoxyient  lay 
Of  victory :  deeds  of  eternal  £uQe  S40 

Were 

ftrenjgtli  like  a  lej^oiii  and  though  from  the  left  lo  the  rij^ti  die  files 

led  }n  fieht  was  as  .expert  as  a  coihi  ^re  from  front  to  isar.    Jtichardfrn. 
mander'  in  chief.    So  diat  the  An*       236.  —  m  tbmgbt  rfjUgbt,']  So 

^Is  are  cdebratc4  firft  for  dieir  Homer,  Iliad.  XI.  71. 

number,  then  for  their/r^*,  and  ^y/'  iti^/  ^trorr  «Aoa/.  ^Coio. 

laltly  for  dieir  ^;r^/jw/r  m  war.  ^^       «      ,,      ,       ,        ,    ^  . 

236.  fbi  ridges  ofgpmntm:\  ^onc ftoop d a diougjit to bafe in- 

A  metaphgjr  taken  ftom  a  plough'd  gionous  flight.        Pope, 

^^ ;  t^  ipen  ^wer  to  the  fjdlges.  And  Iliad.  XXIV.  216. 

betwe^cn  whom,  the  intervals  of ^  ^^m  •  ,^  ^^ 

jhe  ranks,  the  fonows  are.     <rbf  —  ^^Tt  foff« /^WH^-r,  irT» 

ridges  of  grim,  fierce  firig^ol  loqk-  «^««'P»i^ 

^ig^  nuar?  thfit  is  the  ranks  of  thf       239.  As  only  i>  Us  earn  ibi  m$T 
army,  the  files  are  implied.    Tht^  mept  ky 

ranks  ;are  the  iiQWs  of  loldiersfrom       Of  viSofy:]    As  if  upon  his 
^lank  ip  flanki  firfmi  fi^le  to  fidcu  finde  mn  l^id  depended  the  whole 
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Were  done,  but  infinite ;  for  wide  was  fpread 
That  war  and  various,  fometimes  on  firm  ground 
A  Handing  fight,  then  foaring  on  main  wing  | 

Tormented  all  the  air;  all  air  feem'd  then 
*Conflii5tino;  fire:  long  lime  in  even  fcale  24J   I 

The  battel  hung;  till  Satan,  who  that  day  i 

Pro- 


weiglit  of  ihe  viflory.  The  me- 
latiit,  the  weight  that  turns  the  ba- 
lance, fts  the  word  fignifie'!  in 
Lalui.  7cr.  f^iulr.  1.  V.  31.  Data 
in  dubio  eft  immus,  pauIo  mtnuMa 
'  buc  vel  illuc  impdlitur  :  And  u  he 
has  employ'd  here  the  metaphor 
of   the  iu:;gbi,    fo  of   the  /call  a 

little   aitcrwarda   long  time  in 

tviH  fiali  Thi  baltrl  biag  —  iifing 
as  a  metaphor  what  Homer  makes 
afimUeof,  Iliad.  XII.  433. 


Aaa'  i;^(h 

fl<  uSK  imo  t-rt  la* 
It  wlaMfx®-  7(. 


TaAst>7(t  ytit* — 

fid,-);*  T(T«- 


As  when  two  fcales  are  charg'd 
with  doubtful  loads 

So  flood  the  war,  till  Heaor's 
uiatchlefs  might 

With  fates  prevailing  tiim'd  the 
Icalc  of  tight.         Pope. 

And  in  feveral  particulars  he  ha* 
had  his  eye  upon  Homer,  and 
commonly  eKceeds  his  maft?r.  Ho- 
tnai  iays  that  the  Grteks  aud  Tro- 
lim/cugbt  Hit  t/umiv^Jirr: 

f©-     tU^3f£UiK.        ' 

Iliad.  Xm.  673. 


Tormented    all  the   air;    all  air 
fcen'd  then 

Conflifling  lire  I 
It  would  be  entring  into  too  mU 
nute  a  detail  of  critidlm  to  men- 
tion every  little  circumftance  that 
b  copied  from  Homer ;  iuid  wbci« 
he  docs  not  direflly  copy  from  Ho- 
mer, his  ftile  and  coloring  it  ftjU 
very  much  in  Homer's  manner) 
and  one  may  fee  plainly  that  he 
has  read  him,  even  where  hedoet 
9ot  imitate  him.  Wonderful  as  hi* 
genius  was,  he  could  hardly  have 
drawn  the  battels  of  the  Angels  fo 
well  without  iirll  readmg  thofe  in 
the  Iliad  i  and  Homer  Uught  him 
CO  excel  Homer. 

241.  That  •war  mnJ 'varitia,Jim^ 
linui  nn  firm  p-eund 

Afimdiigfigbl,  thn  fiaringtcc^ 
The  fyntax  and  fenfe  is ;  The  war 
was  fometimes  a  (landing  fight  on 
the  ground,  and  fometimes  the  war 
foaring  on  main  wing  tormented 
all  the  air.  Pearu. 

Z^^.TormaiteJai/themir;']litn 

Klillon  takes  the  fame  liberty  of 

apidying 
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Prodigious  pow'r  had  (hown,  and  met  in  arms 
No  equal,  ranging  through  the  dire  attack 
Of  fighting  Seraphim  confiis'd,  at  length  249 

Saw  where  the  fword  of  Michael  fmote,  and  fcird 
Squadrons  at  once ;  with  huge  two-handed  fway 
Brandifh'd  aloft  the  horrid  edge  came  down 

Widt 


applying  the  word  tormnf,  wUch 
the  Latin  poets  did  before  him  in 
ufing  die  term  'vtxan.  So  Marino 
defcribing  Neptune  raifing  a  ftorm^ 
Adon.  Cant.  i.  St.  123. 

— —  e  d'  Aqniloni 
Col  fulmine  dentato   (emolo   a 

Giotte) 
^vmuntandQ  la  ierra^  il  mar  com- 

moue.        Tbjer. 

So  Spenler  in  the  Mourning  Mufe 
of  Theftylisy  fpeaking  of  ^lus. 

Who  letdng  loofe  the  winds 
Toft  and  tommttd  tb^  air. 

247.  —  and  met  in  arwu 
No  equal,']  The  poet  feems  al- 
moft  to  have  forgotten  how  Satan 
Wks  foiPd  by  Abdiel  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  aAion :  but  I  fuppofe 
the  poet  did  not  confider  Abdiel  as 
^gual  to  Satan,  tho*  he  gain'd  that 
accidental  advantage  over  him. 
Satan  no  doubt  would  have  prov'd 
an  overmatch  for  Abdiel,  only  for 
the  general  engagement  which  en- 
*  fued,  and  broke  0^  the  combat  be- 
tween tton. 


251.  —  ^ii  bugi  tnjoo'hamUJ 
fwof  &c.]  It  ihows  how 
entirely  the  ideas  of  chivalry  and 
romance  had  poflefled  him»  to  make 
Michael  fight  with  a  t^vo^-handii* 
fword.  The  fame  idea  occafion*d 
his  exprefling  himielf  very  obfcure- 
iy  in  me  following  lines  of  his  \aj^ 
cidas. 

Bat  that  two-handed  eng^  at  the 

door 
Sunds  ready  to  fmite  once,  and 

finite  no  more. 

Thefe  are  the  laft  words  of  Peter 
predidling  God^s  vengeance  on  his 
church  by  his  miniftry.  The  mak- 
ing him  the  minifter  is  in  imita- 
tion of  the  Italian  poets,  who  in 
their  fatiric  pieces  againft  the 
church  always  make  Peter  the  mi- 
lifter  of  vengeance.  The  mw- 
bandtd  enpn  is  the  two-handed 
Gothic  fword,  with  which  the 
painters  draw  him.  Stands  read^ 
at  the  door  was  then  a  common 
phrafe  to  fignify  a  thing  immi- 
nent. To  fimte  once  and  fmite  no 
more  fignifies  a  final  deftrudion, 
bat  allttdet  to  Petar*8  fingle  ufe  of 
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Wide  wafting ;  inch  deftruflion  to  wilhftand 

He  hafted,  and  oppos'tl  tlie  rocky  orb 

Of  tenfold  adamant,  his  ample  lliield,  25J 

A  vaft  circumference:  At  his  approach 

The  great  Arch-Angel  from  his  warlike  toil 

Surceas'd,  and  gtad  as  hoping  here  to  end 

Inteftin  war  in  Heav'n,  th'  arch- foe  fubdu'd 

Or  captive  dragg'd  in  chains,  with  hoftile  frown  260 

And  vifagc  all  infiam'd  firft  thus  began. 

Author  of  ev'il,  unknown  till  thy  revplt, 
Unnam'd  in  Heav'n,  now  plenteous,  as  thou  feeft 
Thefe  ads  of  hatefiil  ftrife,  hatcfql  to  all, 
Though  heavieft  by  juft  meafore  on  thyfelf  £65 

And  thy  adherents;  how  haft  thou  difturb'd 
Hcav'n's  bleflcd  pe**^,  and  jnfp  natune  brouglit 

Mifery, 


h»  iv/Ofi  in  the  aCe  ifi  (lie  Uigli 
Pfidl's  fervant.     (t'firiur/oa. 

255.  0/  unfiiU  ejaaai",}  lo 
otter  pOEtJ  the  Angel)  are  armed 
in  .lUamant,  and  in  I'aHo  there  is 
f  arucuUr  muuion  oi  ?a  ajamin- 
pn  Ihield,  Cant.  7.  St.  82.  S(»<i,  lU 
luiUiJ/imP  Jinmanft :  But  Mikon't 
jsftrfioger,  of  usfsid  aJ^vaiu. 

Z62.  Aulher  0/ ttiH,  &x.}  Thefe 
fpcecbcs  give  breath  as  it  were  to 
the  reader  after  the  hurry  of  the 
general  battel;  and  prepare  l)u 
mind,  and  mife  bis  F*fc4auw  f^ 


more  for  the  enfuing  combat  be- 
tween ^jich^el  and  Satan.  It  is 
the  practice  Jikicwi'e  of  Hosi^ 
and  Virgil,  to  make  their  heroes 
difcourfe  before  they  light ;  11  ren- 
der: U)e  a^ipn  niore  (olenjn,  aa^ 
more  engages  die  reader's  atccD- 


vil  go  wit^ 
'0  ,be  plac,  ,/  t^!. 


275.  HfcethcB,  0X4 1 

Tim  an^  th  iiicitj  rrtw;  ibttf  < 
minglt  brtilj,}  IqtiUiC^  from 
Taflb 
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Mifery,  ancreated  till  the  crime 

Of  thy  rebellion  P.  how  haft  thou  inflill'd 

Thy  malice  into  thoufands,  once  upright  270 

And  faithful,  now  prov'd  &l(e  f  But  think  not  hero 

To  trouble  holy  reft  I  Heav'n  cafts  thee  wt 

From  all  her  confinet*    iiea/o  the  feat  of  bUfa 

Brooks  not  the  work*  of  violence  and  war. 

Hence  then,  and  evil  go  with  thee  along,  27  j 

Thy  ofepring,  to  the  place  of  evil,  Hell, 

Thou  and  thy  wicked  crewj  there  (Qingle  broils. 

Ere  this  avenging  fword  begin  thy  doom, 

Or  fome  more  fijddcn  vengeance  wing'd  ^om  God 

Precipitate  diec  with  augmented  pain.  280 

S9  fpake  the  prince  of  Angels ;  to  whom  tims 
The  Adverfary*    Nor  think  thou  with  wind 

Of 

Taib,  wK$rt  Miduel  jn  Vkt  m^fh 


nor  rebukes  tbe  inferaal  Spiqifiy 
who  fought  wiaft  ibc  Cknmmi, 
Cant.  9.  $C64. 

Jficne  maLndeni  al  voftro  pcg!^9k 
R€ffiO  di  pear,  €  di  peip^ton 

moite: 
£  fifnp  ]«  •qvcgU  »  vQi  doyiid 

XiC  voftM  gocm;  ^tiitripiifivpfbi 

'^  iBo  bcMe  y^  c«i0:  IP  fpiur  ap- 


Tke  r^^Ji^s  of  d^atk,  of  torments, 

and  of  woesy 
And  in  the  de^  of  that  in^ 

fernal  lake 
Yoor  battels  fight^and  there  your 

triumphs  make.    Fairfax. 

2^2.  Tbi  AdfVirfary,'\  Not  |is  any 
enemy  in  figlit  may  be  calFd,  but. 
in  a  fenie  pecttKar  tp  him,  Satan 
being  his  name,  and  Satan  in  He* 
bcew  fignifying  the  Mdvtrfi^. 

z%z,  _—  M9r  tbiitk  tioM  Sec.  1 

nnL  BM^TOL  too.  ^ 
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Of  aery  thfpats  to  awe  whom  yet  with  deeds 
Thoa  canft  not.  Haft  thou  turn'd  the  Icaft:  of  ihcfe 
To  flight,  or  if  to  fall,  but  that  they  rife  2S5 

Unvanquifh'd,  eafier  to  tranfaft  with  me 
Tliat  thou  fhouldfl:  hope,  imperious,  and  with  threat! 
To  chafe  me  hence?  err  not  that  fo  fhall  end 
The  ftrifc  which  thou  call'ft  evil,  but  we  ftilc 
The  ftrife  of  glory;  which  wc  mean  to  win,      290 
Or  turn  this  Heav'n  itfelf  into  the  Hell 
■  Thou  fableft,  here  however  to  dwell  free, 
If  not  to  reign;  mean  while  thy  utmoft  force. 
And  join  him  nam'd  Almighty  to  thy  aid, 
I  fly  not,  but  have  fought  thee  iar  and  nigh.       295 

They  ended  parle,  and  both  addrefsM  for  fight 
Unfpeakable;  for  who,  though  with  the  tongue 

Of 

UVKei^r,    ^M  /ii  ft*  {Tifr^i  ^fi    Tcr.  262?    where  Satan  is  calTJ 

in-rujtey  «'(,  tkeeufior  ef  tvil,  of  evildifplayM 

EXTfo  J'tiJ't^f&cir  in  aflj  of  taaceful  ftrife :  and  fo  in 

«.V.]t1.c  author  gave  it  ^^-    '                   '  ^'^   "^ 

-*                      ^  have  been  a  more  accurate  emni- 

The   ftrife   which    thou   call'ft  fion,  but  n/il  is  jufti&abte.  Ptam. 

hattfuL  2£)8. r*.  nUie,  Ac.  ]  The 

This  appears  fromMichael'swordi  accufativc  cafe  after  the  Tcrbs  rr- 

above,  ver.  264.  f"**  3d<1  H^'i  is  ^gbi  before  men- 

Tu.r.  .«.  »f  L  *  /• ;  a  -r    1,—  tion'd,  and  here  undcrftood.     Fr 

rhcJYa,  of  haff/uljlr,fi,  hate-  ^bo  ih^gb  ru.i,b  ibt  ,„,,^t ,/ J^,U 

Eat  wh/  may  not  tliii  tvU  rdau  to  J^auus  tbiagi  m  *mh  ttm  bitm  v, 

it 
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Of  Angels,  can  relate,  or  to  what  things 

Liken  on  earth  confpicuous,  that  may  lift 

Human  imagination  to  fuch  highth  300 

Of  Godlike  pow'r?  for  likeft  Gods  they  fecm'd. 

Stood  they  or  mov'd,  in  ftature,  motion,  arms. 

Fit  to  decide  the  empire  of  great  Heaven. 

Now  wav'd  their  fiery  fwords,  and  in  the  air 

Made  horrid  circles;  two  broad  funs  their  (hields  305 

Blaz'd  oppofit,  while  expedition  flood 

In  horror  >  from  each  hand  with  fpeed  retir'd. 

Where  erft  was  thickeft  fight,  th'angelic  throng. 

And  left  large  field,  unfafe  within  the  wind 

Of  fuch  commotion;  fuch  as,  to  fet  forth  310 

Great  things  by  fmall,  if  nature's  concord  broke. 

Among  the  conftellations  war  were  iprung. 

Two 

fo  conj^cumu  is  to  /(/>  bmium  ima-  limit/  of  this  defcription.  Thofe 
gimation  &c.  A  general  battel  is  a  are  die  combats  of  Men,  but  this 
icene  of  too  much  confufion,  and  of  Angels ;  and  this  fo  far  fur- 
therefore  the  poets  relieve  them-  pafles  them»  that  one  would  think 
feWes  and  their  readers  by  draw-  that  an  Angel  indeed  had  related  ic. 
ing  now  and  then  a  fingle  combat  306,  •—  'wbiU  expeSatiou  flood 
between  fome  of  their  principal  /«  horror ;  ]  Expedation  is  per- 
heroes,  as  between  Paris  and  Me-  ibnify*d  in  the  like  fublime  manner 
nelaus,  Hedor  and  Ajax»  Hedor  in  Shakefpear,  Hen.  V.  Ad  II. 


and  Achilles  in  the  Iliad,  and  be- 


expedati< 


and  Mezentius,  Tumus  and  ^neas        311.  —  1/  naiuris  coHcorJ  broke^ 
in  the  i£neid :  and  very  fine  they        Jmong  the  confitUaiiom  tuar  werg 
are.  but  M  very  ihort  of  the  fub-  ^f"^*]  '^^  context  fhows 

(fljri 


454  PARADISE   LOST.      BookVL 

I        Two  planets  rufliing  from  afpcd  malign 
I        Of  fiercefl  oppofition  in  mid  flcy  4  i  > 

Should  combat,  and  their  jarring  fpberes  cDofbuod. 
r       Together  both  with  next  to'  almighty  arm 

Up-lifted  imminent,  one  ftroke  they  aim'd 

That  might  determin,  and  not  need  repeat, 
»  As  not  of  pow'r  at  once;  nor  odds  appear'd 
y      .  In 

(fays  Dr.  Bentley)  that  Milton  gav&   with  his  afnal  jodgsKai.  ^& Vm. 

n  ii-at/^r(  iaHead  of  ivar '■^■cre.     1    691. 

fuppole  the  Doftor   10  mean,  that  —  pclsgocredas  innare  revnlfc 

in    .he   common   reading   there  is      Cydadas,   auC  monies  concuirere 
wannng  &  copulative  particle  be-  montibaj  al«». 

twecn  the  51  :ili  and  311th  verfes.    ,.      ,     .,    „, 
Mow  how  losB  the  Dditof'fl  .Irwa.    f'il  i'^l  ^^-  ^^r"  obr=n.«)  h,  bu 
tion  mend  the  martert  Broh  and    'e'Tend  the  grandeur  and  fubUtnlty 
fc       ^fuMg  {he   lays)   are  both  parti-    ^  "?"  ^^''^  ^  t«n»JWng  it  witli 
cipks  of  the  ablative  cafe.     Sup-    =^^""<=  f^P^f^^°'^^  notion  of  the 
.      pofa  them  foi  will  there  not  6e    ""f  ■ana.'^y  of  pUneW  in  «  parti- 
_   warning  in  the  Doftor's  readinc  a    5"l".  ?  P^",^''  "Ppofioo".  as  ilie 
'   copulative    particle    between  the   J^tf":'/!  "ftroogm  term  it. 

iiilh  and  3ijth  vcrfes.  toconnefl  Stt'.TcgstitriB/l.'wiri, „txt /,'^- 
ireii  inA /^ruTigf  So  that  the  ,,  ,.TT'^  "^^ 
fault  of  MUtoQ  (if  it  be  a  fault)  is  ,  W<>l"i  •'^"»nm,^  So  I  conceive 
not  reraovM  from  the  poem  by  the  'T  '^'^  .^  ^  P"""**^  *** 
Doftor.  but  only  (hifteJ  to  another  ^f  "^^^^  •'^  imrr.in.«t,  and  not 
Vcffe.  We  had  better  keep  theti  r'^'!  "'"'  "'^;  '^'  **'"'»  «i*V"«' 
the  old  reading,  and  aUow  the  poet  "T^'^'f^y  be  join  d  in  coallnK. 
the  libeny  of  dipping  the  «mu.  """  "'*  *?>;,  ™^h"  '•"a"  *"tb 
lattve  before  the  wordtT'^.v  pl^»,.  ^"^  "".  '*0',/o! lowing.     The  am 


n  account  of  that 
tion  which  was  kindled. 


fireofimafiina-  *"  5"'"=  ''|«'*  "P-,  ^^  hangii,^ 

»v.>  „,„.„  W-.  ...ndled,    ai^thc  o'er  Juft  ready  to  fall.    One  thiala 

highth   of   Uiat    noble  fury  with  ^*  ^^\'^-  ''^"^Z  "'"noft  'ite  the 

.w£chhewa,po-rea-d.     fL.,.  Hon' '"  Virgil,  ^.  V 1.  6o;(. 

313.  TinB  plaiicii  Ac]     Milton  Qp>s  faper  atra  filcx  jatt  jamijo- 

feems  to  have  taken  the  hint  of  fora  cadentique 

Uiis  fimile  from  that  of  Virgil,  but  hmdnri  afitmilts, 

Wried  and  applied  to  hh  fubjedt  izi.—fnmjb, nrjmiurjof  G^ 

Milton. 
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In  might  or  fwift  prevention:  but  the  fword       3^6 

Of  Michael  from  die  armoury  of  God 

Was  giv*n  him  teiApet'd  ib>  l^t  neither  keen 

Nor  iblid  might  ifefift  that  edge:  it  met 

The  fword  of  Satan  with  ftccp  force  to  fmite 

Defcendingi  and  in  half  cut  fheer;  nor  ftay'd,     32^ 

But  with  fwift  w Wl  reverfci  deep  entring  &ar'd 


Mtltoh,  notwiAfbmding  die  fhb- 
niiK  genius  he  was  A&Ser  oF,  has 
In  dib  book  drawtt  tbhis  ailiibince 
idl  the  helps  he  could  meet  with 
among  the  aiitieAt  pdet^.  The 
fword  of  Michael,  which  mbk^  To 
great  a  havoc  among  the  bad  An* 
gidsy  was  given  hiiA,  we  aze  tokiy 
ont  of  thi  arinmry  ^  Gody 

Was  |;iv'n  him  tcmper*d  fo>  Aat 

neither  keen 
Nor  folid  might  refill  that  edge : 

it  met 
The  fword  of  Sataa  with  deep 

force  to  fmite 
Defcemiing,  and  in  half  cut  flieer  i 

This  paflage  is  a  ropy  of  that  ill 
Virgil,  Wherein  the  jpoet  tells  us, 
ttiilt  the  fword  of  ^neas,  which 
Was  ^ven  him  by  a  deity,  broke 
into  pieces  the  fword  of  Tumus, 
Which  came  from  a  mortal  forge. 
As  the  moral  in  this  place  is  di- 
vine, fo  by  the  way  we  may  ob- 
Terve,  that  the  hjilowin^  on  a  ihan 
Who  is  favor'd  by  MciVtn  Ijc^h  an 
^egorrcal  wcnpct-j,  ir  verv  coti 
Ibrmable  to  tlic  oH  e;ilterti  way  of 

thiflking.     Not  only  Hoxtiet  ha;» 


All 

made  ufe  of  it,  but  we  find  the 
Jewifh  hero  in  the  book  of  Mac- 
cabees, t  Maccab.  XV.  15,  16. 
who  had  fought  the  battels  of  the 
chofen  people  with  fo  mueh  gloiy 
and  fuccefsf  receiving  in  his  dreaAi 
a  fword  from  the  hand  of  the  pro« 
phet  Jeremiah.  Addifin^ 

TalTo  likewife  mentions  the  ar- 
moury  of  God,  Cant.  7.  St.  80. 
Bttt  this  account  of  Michaers  fwoid 
feems  to  be  copied  from  Arthegal"^ 
in  Spenfer,  Fairy  Queeli,  B.  (. 
Cant.  I.St.  10. 

For  of  moft  perfed  metal  it  waa 

made,— • 
And  was  of  no  tefs  virtue,  than 

of  fame. 

For  thens  no  ftthftuce  was  fo  firm 

and  hard. 
But  it   would  pierce  or  cleave, 

wherelbit  came; 
Ne  any  armour  ctndd  his  dint  out^ 

ward. 
But   whefefoever   it  did   light  it 

throughly  ihar*d. 

And  thb  wordy^arVis  ufed  in  the 
lame  manner  by  Milton. 

325.  —  and  in  half  cut  fheer\ — ] 
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All  his  right  fide:  then  Satan  firft  knew  pain,      t^m 
And  writh'd  him  to  and  fro  convolv'd;  fo  fore    -^S 
The  griding  fword  with  difcontinuous  wound 
Pafs'd  through  him :  but  th'  ethereal  fubftance  clos'd, 

Not 

We  have  here  a  fair  Opportunity  to  Mortalii  tnucro,  glades  ecu  futi' 
obfervc  how  finely  great  geniufes  lis,  jflu 
imitate  one  another.     There  is  a  DiJEluii ;  |  fulva  refplendent  frig- 
moll  beautiful  palTage  in  Homer's  mioa  arena. 
Iliad,  III.  ■tt/i.    where  the  fword  .    .  .v    i,      _    l  ■ 
of  Mcnela.,  i.  .  dud  w*  Pari.  Xt   .7  ^'°^  T"  T 

the  Im,  i/d,=  orismal  i,  to  con.  ™?'"J'  "'  "'J-i;'-  »f  »» 

tni"  d,  that  we  do  not  only  lee  the  ei„ u      i  i  ■    .  ».- 

.aio.,  uEuBaihi..  remark.,  but  "™" '•<  W  "gtrcop.rf  V«. 

=,lmo«  f..cy  w.  kc..  th.  found  of  «''  "'»  .""""""  "'>'°". 
the  breaidng  fword  in  [he  found  of     The  brittle  Heel,  unfaithful  to  hii 
ihe  words,  hand, 

TfVflV  iltTlffl  X^f®"- 

As  this  kind  of  beautycodd  hard-  '"'efwordof Satanisbrokenisweil 
ly  be  equald  by  Virgil,  he  has  with  f"  inofe  of  Pans  and  Tumus,  bat  ii 
great  judgment  fubftituted  another    '"■°™  '"  ?  ^^Sennt  manner,  and 


,  and  hat  anfully  madi 


confequcntly  a  different  kind  of 


1    uis  Kwii,   aiiu  lias  ariiuijy  maoe    ,  ■     .      '  — ■■*    — 

break  in  the  verfe  to  exprefs  the  uV'n."   ^"'^'    ^^"-     '^'"'' 

breaking    (hort  of  the  fword   of  '"^«'hort,  and  were  Ihatter'd  ia- 

Tumus  againft  the  divine  armour  '°  ^^'o^'f^gmen^  i  but  thefword 

of  ./Eneas,  ^a  XII  711  f^c  ?'  Michael  was  of  that  irr^fiftibk 

"          '  marpnefs,  that  it  cut  the  fword  of 

atperfidus  enfij  Satan  quite  and  clean  in  two,  ami 

Frangitur,  J  in  mcdioque  arden-  the  dividing  of  the  fword  in  half 

lem  defent  iflu.  is  very  well  exprefs 'd   by    half  1 

But  he  did  not  think  this  fufficient,  T"^?''  ^  ^'h"^'''j^  ''"'  ^"^  "''Z"^- 

he  was  fenfiblc  that  Homer  had  ftill  1?^  !?  P'a'^  ^  admirably  to  «prdi 

the  advantage,  and  therefore  goes  ■       "^  ^-     ^"*  ^'tT"  '=^''"°'  «** 

on    after   feeming    10  have  done  Jk'T*"  ^£^'°  ""hout  pereeimi 

with  it  J?""  '"'"'>■■     ^"^er  does  Milton 

— poftquam  arma  da  ad  V  ulcaiua  of  the  fame  kind  10  the  defcripooa 

vencum  eft.  ef  the  wound,  and  the  vcrfes  feea 


*■  ■       .p 
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Not  long  divifiblej  tnd  from  the  gafh  331 

A  ftream'of  nedta'rous  humor  iiiuing  flo^w^'d 
Sanguin,  fuch  as  ccleftial  Spi'ritsmay  bleed, 
And  all  his  armour  flain'd  ere  while  fo  bright. 

Forthwith 

dffloft  painful  in  defcribing  Satan'*     Ix"?  »>****(  f*  p*M  luuuiftfti 
pain,  ^uiri. 

Aiir'-'^fP/-!'"™?-^*''     c^   Homer's  Gods  when  wounded  bled 
AHhisnghtfide:  then  Satan  firft   j,,^^  different  from  human  blood, 

knew  pain,  and  pccuUar  to  them.    And  Mil- 

Andom/^^him  to  and  fro  <m-   ^^  „^^  y,  j^^  bleed  the 

Tk-     •/'•^•'^i    -A  JT    ..        f">e  J""""''   *"  J*"  no  other 
The  ^«A«;fword  with  iA/«tf««.   ^^^     He  gave  it  therefore 

Pa6'd  through  him.  ^  ^^*^^  rf  ichorous  humnr  iffuing 

_,  ..      >.       ..»,.-  fiow'd.        fientley. 

329.  Vi&^  griiung  fiv9rd  tmtb  at/- 

contimtMj  tuottfid]   Di/c^nii'  I  fliould  have  thought  that  an  at- 

nuous  wotmJ  is  faid  in  alluiion  to  tentive  reader  could  not  have  mifs^d 

the  old  definition  of  a  wound,  that  ^^ff^^^  ^^  t|}c  /^ream   which 
k  feparates 
partSy    vm/tu 

AodgriJiKg .. .  ^    <m     '  '  

dng,   and  ufed  in  Spenfer,  as  in  into  what    celtfiiql  Sptriis   bleed: 

Fairy  Queen,  B.  2.  Cant.  8.  St.  36.  and    what  is   that    but  the  fame 

That  through  his  thigh  the  mortal   l^^ ,  ,^°™?,  "P^^^^«  M  «"5 

fteel  did^  gride.    ^  TJt^i^Ll  )^'  ^^'^P^'^* 

*  meaning,  the  Dodtor  s  objeAion  is 

332.  A ftream  rf  ntSanus  humcr  wide  of  the  mark,      ficiides,    if 

ij/idng  flowed  ncBarous  was  wrong,    yet  ichorous 

Semguitt,]  Kerens  an  odious  blun-  would  not  feera  to  be  right,  becaufc 

der.    Nedar  is  the  drink  of  the  the  middle  fyllable  of  it  (hould  be 

Gods;  and  was  Satan's  humor  or  long,  according  to  the  profody  of 

blood  a  proper  drink  ?    But  the  the  word  from  which  it  is  derived. 
next  line  (hows  what  the  author  Pemce, 

didated»  The  paflage  wherein  Satan  is  de- 

Sanguin,  fuch  as  celeftial  Spirits  ^T»?*J"  .^.^^.'^^f^  >X  ^*>«  J^^^^ 

may  bleed.  Michael  is  m  imitation  of  Ho- 

*           '  mer.      Homer  tells  us  chat  upon 

The  whole  diftich  is  word  for  word  Diomedes    wounding    the   Gods, 

taken  from  a  verfe  in  Homer,  <here  flowed  from  die  wound  an 

Vol.1.  Pp                                  /r^ 


To  find  himfelf  not  ma 
Humbled  by  fuch  rebul 
His  confidence  to  equal 


JMw,  er  pura  kind  of  bla 
whkh  wu  not  bred  from  tnoi 
viaiKli  I  >uk1  tbat dto'  the  paini 
^qnifitelj  great,  th«  womid  fi 
)  dded  up  utd  healed  in  dwTe  ' 
inn  <iriu>  wc  vetted  widi  immoi 
liw.  W!i^ 

The  Kider  peiliapt  would 
pleafed  to  fee  the  p«fla£e  u>I 
aur  here  quoted,  Iliad.  V.  339 

TeriK*  trtttfunt  mtt,  nat  ait 
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Yet  foon  h©  hcal'd  j  for  Spirits  that  live  thfoughcJUt 

Vital  in  every  part,  not  as  frail  man  345 

In  entrails,  heart  or  head,  liver  or  reins. 

Cannot  bat  by  annihilating  die ; 

Nor  in  their  liquid  texture  mortal  wound  ^ 

Receive,  no  more  than  can  the  fluid  air: 

All  heart  they  live,  all  head,  all  eye,  all  ear,        356     i 

All  inteiledt,  all  fenfc ;  and  as  they  pleafe,  ^ 

They  limb  themfdves,  and  color,  fhape  or  fize 

Aflume, 

— ^  Tcy  (T*  tf  p*  f Tetpof  but  moil  of  them  are  not  difagree- 

Xfp^fi    «ee<^<x.7cc  9it^¥  tK  'VOFK,    able  to  thofe  bints  which  are  left  ut 

o^p*  iKi6*  iTTHf  of  thefe  fpiritual  beings  in  Scri^ 

ClKiyf,    0/  0/   oTt^i  l^^X^^  "^*  '"^^' 

'wjoKifjioio 

Eraaav,    i?r/oxoi7«  xeu  «f/xfltT«  348.  iVi^r  i«  their  iiqtnd  texturi 

vUKih*  f;)^o/Jff  &c.  mvrtQinKtund 

Receii/e,  no  more  than  can  ihefimi       J 

much  more  loofe  and  redundant  «iV:]    The  fame  com  pari-        « 

than  our  exprellive  author.  Hume,  fon  in  Shakefpear,  Macbeth,  A^V.      ^ 

r     c^-  •.    .1  .  /•         As  eafy  may'ft  thou  the  .intraft* 
344.  >•  5//  rits  that  Ifve  ^^[^^  ^^^ 

throughout  &c  ]  Our  author's      ^.^j^  ^j     ^^„  f^^^  j         f,^  ^ 

reafon  for  Satan  s  heahng  fo  foon  ^^^,^J  ^^  l,,^^^^ 

IS  better  than  Homer  &  upon  a  like 

occafion,  as  we  quoted  il  jufl  now.        3^0.  All  heart  they  iiife^  atlhemi. 

And  we  fee  here  Milton's  notions  all  f>r,  all  ear^ 

of  Angels.    They  aie  via!  in  every        M  intelleBy  all  fen/e ;]    This  is 

part,    and  can  receive   no  mortal  cxprefi'ed  vcr)'  much   like  Pliny's    • 

vound,  and  canno:  die  bitt  by  an-  account  of  God.  Nat.  Hiil    L.  i. 

nihilation.     They  arc  all  eye,  all  c.  7.    Quii'quis  eft  Deus,  fi  modo 

ear,  all  fenfe  and  uncicrflanding ;  eft  alius,    et  quacunque  in  f99^9 

and  can  afTume  what  kind  of  bo-  totus  eft  fenfus,  totus  vifui,  tW*  . 

dies  they  pleafe.     And  ihefc  no-  audituti,  totus  aninife,  totuj  anitti> 

tions,  if  not  true  in  divinity,  yet  totus  fui.  m^ 

certainly  are  very  £nc  in  poetry ;  « 

P  p  2  rfi.  Jfnd 


^. 
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AfTame,  lis  likes  them  bcft,  condenfe  or  rare.       4f 
Mcio  while  in  other  parts  like  deeds  dcferv'd      '  -" 
Memorial,  where  the  ir.ight  of  Gubriel  fought,     355 
And  with  fierce  enfigns  pierc'd  the  deep  array 
Of  Moloch  fiirious  kingj  who  him  defy'd, 

•  And  at  his  chariot  wheels  to  drag  him  bound 

'•Threaten'd,  nor  from  the  Holy  One  of  Heaven 
Refrain'd  his  tongue  blafphtmous;  but  anon       360 
"  '      Down  cloren  to  the  wafte,  with  fhattcr'd  arms 

■  And  uncouth  pain  fled  bellowing.  On  each  wing 
Uriel  and  Raphael  his  vaunting  foe, 

4  Though 

361.    And  untsitth  pain  fiid  liel-   With    Spcaferi     bnt    Milton,    no     1 
/nWfl^.}  I  queftion  not  but  doubt,  in  thu  particulai   applica- 

Milton  in  his  defcripcion  of  his  fu-  tion  of  it  had  in  view  the  roUoW' 

lious  Mdoch  flyicg  from  the  bat-  ing  lines.  Fairy  Queen,  B,  i.  Caia. 

tel,  and  b^^wing  with  the  wound  - 1 1 .  St.  io> 

be  had  rehired,  had  his  eye  on  fri.      ■      •      «    i    l 

Jjl|i»  in  the  Iliad;  who  upon  his  ^^'  P'"ang  ft«I  there  wronght 

r    ^n^  frounded  is  reprefemed  as  «  wound  fuU  wide, 

retiMK«  of  the  light^  and  mak-  ^"  *f  1""  A^'^'^t  P^"  '^' 

■       '  ing  MuKTy  louder  than  that  of  a  '^°'^"  '°''*^J'  ''^  ^'      '^h^- 

Whole  army  when  it  begins  the  363.   Vricl  and  Rt^Jnu/']    The 

.'  charge.      Homer   add)    that   the  fpeakcr  here  is  R^fbail;    and  it 

Greeks  and  Trojans,    who  were  had    been   improper    to    mention 

engaged  in  a  general  battel,  were  bimfelf  as  a  third  perfon,  and  tcU 

"*       ierri4''d  on  each  fide  with  the  bcl-  his  own  exploiO;  but  that  Adam 

lowing  of  this  wounded  deity.  The  knew    not    his    name.      Had  he 

readerwilleaiilyobferve.howMil-  known  it,  he  muft  have   faid  LW 

;|H^as  kept  all  the  horror  of  this  and  J;  which  he  car'd  not  to  do. 

^Uf*V'   without  running  into  the  BtniL 

^^jWicule  of  it.                         Jddifin.  363.  Uriel  and  Rafhtul  hUv^- 

^  mth    lauuib  ptdn  jUd  htllfwing.  ing  /m,}   Dr.  Bentley  aul 

UpMi^  i»  a  word  very  commgn  Mr.  Thycr  ue  of  ojanioo,  that  a 
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Though  huge,  and  in  a  rock  of  diamond  ^arni'd,    '* 
Vanquifli'd  Adi;amelech,  and  Afmadai,  365 

Two  potent  Thrones,  that  to.be  lefs  than  Gods 
Difdain'd,  but  meaner  thoughts  learn'd  in  their  flight. 
Mangled  with  ghaftly  wounds  through  plate  and  mail. 
Nor  flood  unmindful  Abdiel  to  annoy  ^ 

The  atheift  crew,  but  with  redoubled  blow         37^ 
Ariel  and  Arioch,  and  the  violence 
Of  Ramiel  fcorch'd  and  blafted  overthrew. 
I  might  relate  of  thoufands,  and  their  names 

■ 

Eternize  here  on  earth ;  but  thofe  eledt 

Angels, 

word  is  left  out  in  this  line,  and  that  composed  of  fmall  pieces  like        } 

that  the   fcnfe  and  the   meafure  (hells,  or  icalci  of  iiih  laid  one  over 

would  be  improved  by  reading  it  the  other;   or  fomcthing   refem- 

thu5,  bling  the  feathers  ab  they  lie  on 

Uriel  and  ;j«/*W,wrihb  vaunt-  tli«  bodies  of  fowl,  V.  284 

•       r  Ktcbardjonm 

^       '  371.    Ariel  and  Arioch^^    Two 

36^.    Adramclecb^  ]     Hebrew,  fierce  Spirits,   as  their  names  4e- 

Miglfy  magnijicent  king,  one  of  the  note.      Ariel  Hebrew,    the  lion  if  ^^.^ 

idols  of  Scpharvaim,    wurihipped  GW,    or  a  ftrong  lion,      Jriocb  of        * 

by  them  in  Samaria,  when  tranf-  the  like  fignihcaiion,  a  fierce  and 

planted    thither    by   Shalmanefcr.  terrihie  Hon.     Ramid  Hebrew,  Qne 

And  the  Sepharvites  burnt  thiir  chil-  that  exalts  bimfilf  againjl  God. 
dren    in    the    fire    to    Adramehch,  Hume. 

2  Kings  XVII.  31.    Afmadui^  the         373.  I  might  relate  of  tljouf.mds^ 

kiflful  and  deflroying  Anecl  Afmo-  &c.J  The  poet  here  puts  into  the  ' 

deus,  mentioned  Tobit  III.  8.  who  mouth  of  the  Angel  an  excellent 

robbed  Sara  of  her  fevcn  huA)ands;  reafon  for  not  re  aiing  more  parti- 

of  a  Hebrew  word  fignifying  to  culars  of  this  iirll  battv'l.    It  would 

defiroy.        Hume.  have  been  improper  on  ail  account^, 

368.  //g/^  and  mail]  Plnte  to  have  iularged  much  more  upon 

h  tbc  broad  iolid  armour.     Mail  is  it,  but  it  was  proper  that  the  An^ 

Fp3  fl^uld 


462  PARADISE  LOST.    Book 

Angels,  contented  with  their  hm€  in  Heaven,     ^yf* 

•     Seek  not  the  praife  of  men :  the  Other  fort,  1 

'    In  might  though  wondrous  and  In  afts  of  wai". 

Nor  of  renown  lefs  eager,  yet  by  doom 

Cancel'd  from  Heav'n  and  facred  memory, 
r  j^amelefs  in  dark  oblivion  let  them  dwell.  38* 

Yor  Arength  from  truth  divided  and  from  juft, 

Illaudable,  nought  merits  but  difpraife 
f-    And  Ignominy,  yet  to  glory  afpires 

Vain  glorious,  and  through  infamy  feeks  6me: 

Thcrcfqrc  eternal  iilence  be  their  doom.  385 

And  now  their  mightieft  quell'd,  the  battel  fwerv'd, 

With  many  an  inroad  gor'd  J  deformed  rout 

Enter'd, 

Ihould  appear  to  know  more  than  Suvem'J  from  the  Saxon  fiorrven, 
he  chofc  to  relate,  or  than  the  poet  to  wander  out  of  iu  p]ace ;  het« 
fros  a.ble  to  make  him  relate.  by  analogy  to  bend,  to  ply ;  for  in 

,    .  ^8z.  I!lekdailt,'\    Is  ufcd  here    that  cafe  an  array  in  battel  properly 
mvich  in  the  fame  manner  as  illaa-    fwerves,  Ricbard/sa. 

Jaiat  in  Virgil,  The  word  is  oTed  in  the  fame  fenfc 

—  QuisautEuryfthea  durum,         ^  Spenf",    Fairy  Queen.   B.  j. 
Aut  iitaudaU  ncfcit  Bufiridis  aras  \    *-^"-  '"■  '^^-  31- 

Gcorg.Jir.  5.      Who    from    his    faddle  /u,wwV 
,And  the  learned  reader  may,  if  he  "**"£'''  ^"'*- 

plrafes.  fee  a  diffenaiion  upon  that         591. -aW/wW.  rtuitj  iic  1 

verle  of  \  irgil  m  the  fecond  book  The  conftniaion  has  occalion'd 
of  Aulas  Geilius.  feme  difficulty  here,  but  it  may  bo 

386. the  baud frjer^'J,-\  la     thuj  explicated.     Whet  fitad  \ixhK 

DOC  this  the  fame  with    Hefiod's    nominative  cafe  in  the  fcmence 

nMmSt^XV-  Theo|.v.7iW    andthescrbsareww/'^and  */.  it 

IbfcT.    wotil4  (odenl  be  a  coqtntdiaioti  to 

'     •  % 


tr 
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Enter'd,  and  foul  difbrders  all  the  girdwd. 
With  ihiver'd  armour  ftrown,  and  on  a  heap 
Chariot  and  charioteer  lay  overturned,  390 

And  fiery  foaming  fteeds;  what  flood,  recoiPd 
O'er-wearicd,  through  the  faint  Satanic  hofl 
Defenfive  fcarce,  or  with  pale  fear  furpris'd. 
Then  firft  with  fear  furpris'd  and  fenfe  of  pain,        , 
Fled  ignominious,  to  fuch  evil  brought  395 

By  fin  of  difobedience,  till  that  hour 
Not  liable  to  fear  or  flight  or  pab. 
Far  otherwife  th*  inviolable  Saints 
In  cubic  phalanx  firm  advanced  entire^ 
Invulnerable,  impenetrably  arm'd^  '  400 

Such 

(ay  thftt  what  flood  their  gnrand.  This  was  a  rery  great  advantage 

JfeJ;  bat  that  is  not  the  meaning  of  on  the  fide  of  the  good  Angels ; 

it»  *wbmi  flood  is  put  in  oppofition  to  but  we  mail  fuppofe  mat  the  rebel 

what /ay  0a;rr/«rffV  in  the  preceding  Angels  did  not  know  their  own 

line.    Part  of  the  Satanic  hoft  Un  weajknefs  till  this  hour. 

overtunCd\   and   that   part  which  399.  In  cwbic  fhalanx  firm\  In 

was  not  overturned,   but  kept  on  ftridnefs  of  fpeech,  to  have  oeen 

their  feet,   and  floods  either  eave  tnhic^  it  moft  have  been  as  high, 

way  and  ncoifd  o^tr-weariedl  or  as  it  is  broad,  as  Dr.  Bentley  juSly 

nuitb  pali  fear  Jurfrifd  fitd  igno'  obfcrves.     But  why  mull  a  poct*8 

mnious.  mind,  fublim*d  as  MiIton*s  was  on 

^^6.  *^—  till  that  hour  8cc.  ]  It  this  occafion,  be  expe^cti  to  attend 

feems  a  very  extraordinary  circum-  to  every  circumilance  of  an  epi- 

fiance  attending  a  battel,  that  not  thet  made  ufe  off    He  meant  /our 

only  none  of  the  warriors  on  either  ffuare  only,  having  that  property 

fide  were  capable    of  death   by  of  a  cnho  to  be  equal  in  length  on 

wound,  but  on  one  fide  none  were  all  fides.    And  fo  be  exprefies  him- 

capable  of  wound  or  even  of  pain,  felf  in  his  tra^  called  ^he  renjon 

Pp4  ^ 
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Such  high  ativantages  their  innocence 
Gave  them  above  their  foes,  not  to  have  finn'd»  | 

Jslot  to  have  dilobey'd ;  in  fight  they  ftood  , 

Unwearied,  unobnoxious  to  be  pain'd  40^ 

By  wound,    though  from  their  place   by  violence 
mov'd. 
Now  night  her  courfe  began,  and  over  Heaven 
Inducing  darknefs,  grateful  truce  impos'd. 
And  filence  on  the  odious  din  of  war : 
Under  her  cloudy  covert  both  retir'd, 
Victor  and  vanquifh'd:  on  the  foughten  field       410 

Michael  and  his  Angels  prevalent 

In- 

»f  Churib  Gavernmenl  Icc.   p.  115.  406.  Kovi  night  htr  eatir/t  htgtm, 

Edic.  Toland.  Ai  thoftfiaalUrf^aartt  md  evir  Hiavrn 

in  battel  matt  in  oat  ^reat  cube,  the  laMKing  Jarknffi,   gratefni  tnui 

main  phalanx,   «ra  emblem  of  truth  imf^'d,  1    The    fame   wil^ 

und  ftcdfspn,;,.     To  be  fuie  Mil-  Taflb  on  a  like  occafion,  G.  L. 

ton's  ad>ic,  tho'not  llri£tly  proper.  Cant.  11.  St.  tS. 

i'  5"?'  K*"?,  »°  '■'''''S  "•'""'  S"  =!«  <'  »»""  «!»>  *  1»  Ma 

in  the  room  of  it)  becaufe  a  /*«•  ~      TAwr 

lanx  in  baitel  could  not  be  other-  ^^' 

wife  than  martia!;  and  fo  clofel/  407.  InJucing  Jarkntfi,']  He  fctml 

united  an  idea  could  not  have  any  here  to  have  copied  Honce.  Sat.  I. 

beauty  or  force  hcie.    Pmrce.  V.  g. 

405.  ->ho«ghfnrn  thatpLcehj  Unibfa.,  et  cab  difFundcre  Cm, 

•violiiKi  mrvd.J    This  or-  parabat 
cumftance  is  judiiiouily  added  to 

prepare  the  reader  for  what  hap-  413.    Chtmhic  nuaving  ^rfi:'\ 

peoi  in  the  next  %ht>  '^*' "          "■             "' 


:^ 


Incamping,  placed  in  guard  their  watches  roand, 
I  Cherubic  waving  fires :  on  th'  other  part 
Satan  with  his  rebellious  difappear'd^ 
Far  in  the  dark  diflodg'd;  and  void  of  reft,        415 
His  potentates  to  council  call'd  by  night  ^ 
And  in  the  midft  thus  undifinay'd  began. 

O  now  in  danger  try'd,  now  known  in  arms 
Not  to  be  overpow'rd,  Companions  dear. 
Found  worthy  not  of  liberty  alone,  420 

Too  mean  pr^etence,  but  what  we  more  aflfedl:. 
Honor,  dominion,  glory,  and  renown; 

Who  have  fuftain'd  one  day  in  doubtful  fight 

(And 

ingfinsy  that  is  Cherubim  like  fires  a  falfe  comfort)  that  God  was  nei< 

waving ;  the  Cherubim  being  de-  ther  fo  powerful  nor  wife  as  he  waa 

fcrib'd  by  our  author,  agreeably  to  taken  to  be.     He  was  forc'd  to 

Scripture,   as  of  a  fiery  fubftancc  acknowledge  that   they  had  fuf- 

and  nature.  fcr*d  fome  lofs  and  pain,  but  en« 

devors  to  leffcn  it  as  much  as  he 
^,1^.        ^.-^^^and<voidofrefiy  can,   and  attributes  it  not  to  the 
His  potentates  to  council  calfd  hy  true  caufe,    but  to  their  want  of 
night ;  ]    So  Agamemnon,  better  arms  and  armour,  which  he 
the    Grecians  being  defeated  by  therefore  propofes  that  they  (hould 
Hedor,    calls   a   council  of   the  provide  themfelves  withal,   to  de- 
princes  and  generals  by  night.  Iliad,  fend  themfelves  and  annoy  their 
IX.  enemies. 

41 8.  O  nonu  in  danger  tryd,  &C.] 
This  fpeech  of  Satan  is  very  artful.  422.  Honor,  dominion^  glory^  end 
He  flatters  their  pride  and  vanity,  renown\\  Dr.  Bentley  thinks 
and  avails  himielf  of  the  only  that  Milton  gave  it  Pmx/V  ^W  do- 
comfort  chat  could  be  drawn  from  minion  l^e.  Homory  glory^  and  re» 
Chii  day's  engagement  (tho'  it  was  nvm-n^  (he  fays}  are  (nree  words  all 

allied 
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(And  if  gnc  day,  why  not  eternal  daj'sr) 
What  Heaven's  Lord  had  pow'rfiiUeft  to  fend     415  | 
Againft  us  from  about  his  throne,  and  judg'd 
Sufficient  to  fubduc  us  to  his  will, 
But  proves  not  fo:  then  fallible,  it  fcems, 
Of  future  we  may  deem  him,  though  till  now 
Omnifcient  thought.  True  is,  Icfs  firmly  arm'd,    430 
Some  difadvantage  we  indur'd  and  pain. 
Till  new  not  known,  but  known  as  foon  contetnn'd; 
Since  now  we  find  this  our  empyreal  £3rm 
Incapable  of  mortal  injury,  434 

Imperifliablc,  and  though  picrc'd  with  wound. 
Soon  clofing,  and  by  native  vigor  hcal'd. 
Of  evil  then  fo  fmatl  as  cafy  think 
The  remedy ;  perhaps  more  valid  arms. 
Weapons  more  violent,  when  next  we  meet. 
May  ferve  to  better  us,  and  worfe  our  foes,         440 

Or 

»llied  together,  and  therefore  Mil-       431.  ■■■  -  ■    {mifah, 

ton  would  not  pac  dairiniaii,  of  intr-         Till  mtv  ml  iarua,  Bmt  kmnvn  m 

(her  family,    between  them.     But  fim  leHltma^ d ; 

did  not  Milton  mean  by  homir  that         Sinei  hmv  lut  fimd  &c]    So  Pro- 

which  arifes  from  high  litlei?  if  meiheiu  In  like  manner  comforti 

he  did,  then  hmer  will  not  be  al-  and  confirms  himfelf  agxinft  Jn^ 

lied  to  gliry  and  TcmnMn,  which  maj  ter's  threat).  SSi^fV  Prom.  Vinft. 

be  gain'd  and  enjoy'd  by  a  private  931. 

nan,  by  one  who  has  no  hantr  and 

title*  to  Ihow.         Ftarei,  Tl 
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Or  equal  what  Ipefwccn  us  mack  the  odds, 
n  nature  none:  if  other  hidden  caufe 
Left  them  fuperior,  while  we  can  preferve 
Unhurt  duf  minds  and  underftanding  found, 
•  Due  fcarch  and  confultation  will  difclofe.  44 j'    4 

He  fat;  and  in  th'aflembly  next  upftood 
Nifroch,  of  Principalities  the  prime; 
As  one  he  flood  efcap'd  from  cruel  fight. 
Sore  toird,  his  riven  arms  to  havoc  hewn. 
And  cloudy  in  afp^ift  thus  anfw'ring  fpake«         4  j# 
Deliverer  from  new  Lords,  leader  to  ftee 
Enjoyment  of  our  right  as  Gods;  yet  hard 
For  Gods,  and  too  unequal  work  wc  find, 
Againft  unequal  arms  to  fight  in  pain, 
Againft  unpain'd,  impaffive ;  from  which  evil      455  . 
Ruin  muft  needs  enfue;  for  what  avails 
Valor  or  ftrength,  though  matchlefs,  quell'd  with  pain 

Which 

T/  /'  Af  ^oCoifJLVf^   ^  ^^€0   »   The  Seventy  call  him  Meferacb  in 
'  fjLcofftiJLov  i    Thycr.  Kings,    and    Nafirach  in  Ifaiah ; 

Jofephus  calls  him  Arajkes,     He 

447.  Ntfrochtl   A  God  of  the   muft  have  been  a  principal  idol, 

Affyrians,  in  whofc  temple  at  Ni-    being  worfhippcd   by  fo  great  m 

[    uivch  Scnnachprib  was  kill'd  by    prince,    and  at   the    capitll    city 

■    his  two  fons,   2  Kings  XIX,  37.    Niniveh;    which  mayjuSfti^  MD- 

*    and  Ifaiah  XXXVII.  37.    'Tis  not    ton  in  calling  him  of  PnHcipaliiies 

|cno\vn  who  this  God  Nijhcb  was.   tbefrim. 

462.  -^thi 
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Which  all  fubdues,  and  makes  remi^  the  hands 

Of  mightieft?  Senfe  of  pleafurc  we  may  well  Jj 

Sparc  out  of  life  perhaps,  and  not  repine,  46a 

But  live  content,  which  is  the  calmeft  life: 

But  pain  is  perfedl  mifery,  the  worft 

Of  evils,  and  exceflive,  overturns 

AH  patience.     He  who  therefore  can  invent 

With  what  more  forcible  we  may  offend  465 

Our  yet  unwounded  enemies,  or  arm 

^.irfelvcs  wiili  like  ilefenfe,  to  me  deferves 

No  lefs  than  for  deliverance  what  we  owe. 

Whereto  with  look  compos'd  Satan  reply'd. 
Wot  uninvcnted  that,  which  thou  aright  470 

Believ'H  fo  main  to  our  fucccfs,  I  bring. 

Which 


461,         '         iht  •amjl  livfrir ;   here  he  ventures  to  faj 

Of  iK-i/s,']    Nifroch   is  made  to  thai  Whoever  could  invent  the  new 

talk  agreeably  to  the  fcniimei^ts  of  CDgia  of  war  would  be  equal  to 

Hicronj-mits    and    ihoft    pliilufo-  him  in  his  eftimation,     Milton  has 

phen,    who  maintain'd  that  pain  taken    care    that     this     deliverer 

was    the   greatell   of  evils  ;    there  ftiould   alfo   have  this  merit,    and 

might    be   a    pollibjiity   of   living  be  without  acompeliLor;  Sal  an  is 

without   plcafure,    but  there  was  both  the  one  and    the  other  ai  it 

^o  living  in  pain.  A  notion  tuii'  followi  immediately.  Jiitbariiiia. 
able  enough  to  a  deity  of  the  ef-  471.  Which  tf  lu  luho  htbaUi  lit 
ftminatc  AlT)-rians.  iright  fur/act 

467.  to  mr  drfcT'vn  Of  ibit  tlhinaus  maid  &c.]    Dr. 

Ne  Ufi  ihuit  far  lidi'Vtraint -wbal  Bemlcy,  for   the  fake  of  a   beKet 

•Wf  irn-j.]  NiCroch  is  fpeak-  accent,     reads   ihi  fmrfaci   hrighii 

ing;  he  had  complimented  Satan  but/ar/^r  is  to  be  read    widk  the 

(vcT.  4$>i.>  nvih  the  title  of  l>e-  accent  upon  the  laft  f/Uable,  and 


>• 

-% 
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Which  of  us  who  beholds  the  bright  furface 
kOf  this  ethereous  mold  whereon  we  fland,        ^  « 
This  continent  of  fpacious  Heav'n,  adorn'd 
With  plant,  firuit,  flow'r  an^brdfial,  gems  and  .gold; . 
Whofc  eye  fo  fuperficially  furveys  .      4,76 

Thefe  things,  as  not  to  mind  frobi  whence  they  grow 
Deep  under  ground,  materials,  dark  and  crude^ 
Of  fpiritous  and  fiery  fpume,  till  touch'd 
With  Heaven's  ray,  and  temper-d  they  (hoot  forth  ^ 
60  beauteous,  opening  to  the  ambient  light  ?       48^ 
Thefe  in  their  dark  nativity  the  deep 
Shall  yield  us  pregnant  with  infernal  flame; 
Which  into  hollow  engins  long  and  round 
Thick-ramm'd,  at  th'  other  bore  with  touch  of  fire  48  j 

DilateJ 
# 

not  as  it  IS  commonly  pronoanc*d>  U'Lofi  rye  fo  fuperEdally  furveyi 

for  Milton  would  hardly  ufe  a  tro-  l^c, 
chaic  foot  at  the  end  of  the  vcrfe. 

Dr.  Bentley  reads  likcwifc /^j  ^/ifr^-  48  s.  — -  the  defp  ]    It  Is  com- 

nal  mold;   and  it  is  true  Milton  monly  ufed  for  HeU^  but  here  it 

commonly  ofes  the  word  etberealy  only  opposed  to  furfatey  ver.  471* 

but  that  is  no  reafon  why  he  may  and  is  the  fame  as  deep  under  groarndt 

not  fay  likewife  ethenws  which  is  ver.  478.  which  may  likewife  ex« 

nearer  the   Latin  atbereus.    The  plain  the  word  inferno!  in  the  ni^ 

conftru6lion    of  this   fentence  is,  line.     Not  but  infernal  fame  may 

Which  of  us  who  beholds  8cc  fo  fu-  mean  flame  like  tliat  of  Hell,  Hfell 

ftrfidally  furveys  thefe  things :    but  having  been  frequently  mention*d 

as  the  nominative  cafe  ivhich  of  us  before  by  the  Angels,  and  the  klea 

is  mentioned  fo  many  lines  before  being  very  well  known, 

the  verb  fitrveys,  he  throws  in  ano-  484.  Which  into  hollow  &c.  ] 

chcr  nominative  cafe^  Which  that  if  the  muterutls,  ver. 

478.  Tbefi 
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Dilated  and  infuriate,  (hall  fend  forth 

From  far  with  thund'ring  noife  among  our  fbe«         ^ 

Such  implements  of  mifchief,  as  (hall  dafli 

To  pieces,  and  o'erwheltn  whatever  ftands 

Adycrfc,  that  they  ftiall  fear  we  have  difarra'd      49a 

The  Thund'rer  of  his  only  dreaded  bolt. 

Nor  long  fliall  be  our  labor;  yet  ere  dawn, 

Effea  (hall  end  our  wi(h.     Mean  while  revive; 

Abandon  fear;  to  ftrength  and  counfel  join'd  I 

Tiiink  notljing  hard,  much  lefsto  be  defpair'd.      495 

He  ended,  and  his  words  their  drooping  chear         1 
Inlighten'ii,  and  their  languiih'd  hope  reviv'd. 
t     •  Th'  ir- 

478.  Tbe/twtr.  482.  tli«  (teep  fhall  Whereat  no  fooner  taken  is  the 
lueld,   which    inio   hollow  engins  flame, 

Kmmli,    with  touch  of  fire  fhall  The  bullet  flies  with  fnch  a.  fi- 
And  forth  iic  Helinw  fngim,  great  rious  wind. 

Euiu,   the    firft  Invendoti  whereof  Astho'fromcloiidaaboltoftknD- 
u  very  properly    afcribed  to  the  der  came : 

author  of  all  evil.     And  Ariofio  And  wh&dbever  in  tlie  wny  it  find 

bu    defcribed  them  in   the  fame  It  bonu,  it  breaks,  it  tcan,  and 
manner  in  hie  Oriando    FnriDrD,  fpoils  the  fame. 

Cant.  9.  St,  18.  or  24.  of  Harring- 
•m'l  tranflation ;  and  attributes  the 
Envention  to  the  Devil. 
Vn  ferro  bugio,  OTr. 

Jk  trunk  of  iron   hcUow   Hade 

within. 
And  there  he  put)  powder  and 

peUetk. 

AUdefaLlkwc  aiittk  bolebeUad* 


No  doubt  fome  flend  «f  Hefi  or 

devilifh  wight 
Dcvifed  it  to  do  mankind  a  fpite. 


And  again, 


t.84. 


O  curft  devife  fbaod  ovt  hy  fbae 

foul  fiend 
And  fnm'd  below  by  Beloeboba 


*■'    M: 
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Th'  invention  all  adnoiir'd)  and  each,  how  he 
^  To  be  th'  inventor  mifs'd  $  fo  eafy*  it  feem'd      ^ 
Once  found,  v^hich  yet  unfibund  mod  would  jhava 
thought  ^^  ^Q9 

Impoflible :  yet  haply  of  thy  race  .^       ^     .«  • 

In  future  days,  if  malice  ihould  abound. 
Some  one  intent  on  mifchief,  or  infpir'd 
With  devilifh  machination,  might  devife 
Like  inftrument  to  plague  the  fons  of  men         f o* 
For  fin,  on  war  and  mutual  daughter  bent 
Forthwith  from  council  to  the  work  they  flcwj 
None  arguing  flood ;  innumerable  hands 

Wew^t 

And  Spcnfer  has  tke  fame  diought^      502.  In  future  <£rfr—  ^mt  mt  /»- 
Fairy  Queen,  B.  I.  Cant.  7.  St.  13.  tent^  &c.]    This  fpeakini 


As  when  that  devilifh  iron  engin    ^  the  /pirit    of  prophe^ir  add» 
,  J  *       great  dignity  to  poetry.    It  is  i» 

T_  J 5i  TT-11    ...J  r u  u„    the  fame  fpirit  that  Dido  makea 


In  deepen  HcU,  and  framed  by    "^  f™''  *i"'  "•«  ^"-^  "»»??? 
Funes  fkill,  '^  mipracaaon,   Virg.  .fin.  IV, 

With  windy  nitre  and  quick  ful-    "*^* 

phur  fraught,  Exoriare  aliquis  noftris  ex  offibna 

And  ramm*d  with  bullet  round,  ultor  CsTr. 

ordain'd  to  kill  £srr.  .  ««>«^Jir   ro«X 

1  nis  nere  very   properly   roffii^ 

But  tho'  the  poets  have  agreed  fo  from  the  mouth  of  an  AngeL 
attribute  the  invention  to  the  Devil  507.  Forttwih  from  cumcii  t0 
from  a  notion  of  its  being  fo  de-  the  nvrk  tbt;f  fiew  1  &c  j 
llrudlive  to  mankind,  yet  many  This  and  the  two  following  liim 
authors  have  obfcrved,  that  fmce  are  admirably  contrived  to  cxpre^ 
the  ufe  of  artillery  there  has  'efs  the  hurry  of  the  Angels;  and  con- 
daughter  been  made  in  battels  than  fift  therefore  of  ihort  penods,  with- 
was  before,  when  the  engagements  out  any  pariicles  to  conned  them. 
were  dofer  and  lafted  longer. 

C12,— A/- 
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Were  ready ;  in  a  moment  up  they  turn'd 
\Vi^  the  ccle'Ual  foil,  and  Taw  beneath  510 

W        Th'  originals  of  nature  in  their  crude  ^M 

Goncepticn;  fulphurous  and  nitrous  foam  t 

^UThiy  found,  they  mingled,  and  with  fubtle  art, 
Concofted  and  adufted  they  rcduc'd 

To 


L 


t^ 


—Jalfhimui  anJ  mlrotti  degree  f     If  tlie  word  wiD  Egcdff 

tec,']  Or.  Bendey  would    parck'd  or  ilry'd  any  way  in.  fud) 

read  u  follows,  a  manner  as  things  commonly  arc 

by  £ic,  it  will    lie   a   vciy  proper 

—  fulphuroua  and  nitrous  foam     expreffion  here  :  for  by  being  rt~ 

They  fxMii,  they  miu^,  and  witb  Jat'd  te  grain  they  were  fattatd, 

fo^  cbari  and  byi  being  rttiu'J  M  tht  thuk^ 

Concoifted  and  adufted,  they  ri-  grain  they  were  fufficiendy  md^ti. 

Jucc  Again,    ^e  DoAor  obferres  that 

^  ^*ro  blackell  grain,  and  into  ilorc    ody  two  material*  are  here  men- 

ceitvfj:  tion'd,    and   thelc  without    diar> 

Part  hidden  reini  Jig  up.  coal  aan  never  make  ^;tinpowder; 

Thii  is  true;    but  is  it  neccflaiy 

^o  juftify  this  great  alteration  of  that  a  poet  fhould  be  aa  cxa&  'u 

die  KX%  the  Doctor  premifes  one    a  writer  about  art*  and  fdences  * 

poftulatum  (tho*  it  is  properly  two)    If  fo,  not  only  Milton  but  Spen- 

that  Milton  is  here  dcfcribing  the   fer  mull  be  blam'd,  who  bai  aone 

making  of  gun-powder,   and  that   the  fame  thine  as  Milton  has  dcntei 

he  was  not  ignorant  how  it  was   for  in  his  Fairy  Qiieen,  Book  I. 

made.     Agreed.     Let  us  now  ex-    Cant.  7.  St.  ij.  delcribing  a  can- 

uiin  the  Iloftor's  objections  par-    non   charg'd  with  gunpowder,' he 

flcdarly.       SnlfibarBui    ami   nitrvui    fays, 

foam  aduft,df  (fays  he)  why  at  the  ^^j^  ^i„j  „.^  ^^  ^^  ^_ 
1^  approach  of  heat  they  will  fly  .i„,  f„Ut,  ^         ^ 

away  in  exhalations.    I  think  that  '  * 

this  is  not  true :  tho'  thefc  ingrc-  where  it  is  obfervable  that  he  taket 
4iencs  be  heated  to  foitie  degree,  no  notice  of  charcoal,  tho'  enn- 
yet  they  will  not  fly  awav  in  ex-  powder  can't  be  witbout  it.  jBut 
halations  unlefs  fome  fpark  of  hre  what  is  the  Doftor's  word  cbarkt 
gets  to  them.  But  why  mult  adufiid  It  is  the  workman's  language,  he 
S^ify  burnt  or  heated  to  a  great   lays:  ,if  it  be,   it  it  ipokcn  con- 

uaaedir 


BookVL     PARADISE  XOST.  473 

To  blackeft  grain,  and  into  ftorc  convey'd:         515 
Part  hidden  veins  di^'d  up  (nor  hath  this  earth 
Entrails  unlike)  of  mineral  and  ftone. 
Whereof  to  found  their  engins  and  their  balls 
Of  miOlve  ruin  j  part  incentive  reed 
Provide,  pernicious  with  one  touch  to  fire.  520 

So 

tra&edly  for  iharOdl;  and  U  bot  Jbraedroes  he  hu  even  coupled  un- 

a  out  word  fit  only  for  the  powder-  like  tenfet.         Ptartt,  • 

mill,  not  for  a  poem:  for  cbarcael        ji5.  Part  bidden  vrini  digg'J  af 
is,  in  its  etymolog}',  what  is  tbark'd  (utr  balb  ibii  larib 

or  ruher  cbarr'd  re  a  eoal,  that  is,         Emiraih  wiIUm)   tf  wimcral  and 
faornt  tho'  not  afhei.      Seety  aai,  /'"•]  ^'-  Bentlcy  has  car- 

V.  440.    is  right :    but  when  the  tied  on  the  maitc  of  parenthcru  to 

word  tiari,  or  cbarceal  at  length,  the  end  of  the  verfc  i  but  it  fhould 

u  ufed,  /bdIj  feems  a  fuperfluou*  be  plac'd  after  Wi^.-  and  the /mr 

epithet,  becaQfe  it  is  implied  in  the  may  have  been  mentiou'd  here  ai 

woid    tban'd.      Id  the   common  what  they  ufed  for  talh.    That 

reading  the  Dofior  mifles  the  word  Aone^ullets  have  been  in  ufe,  fee 

found;   a  necellary  woid,  becanfe  Chambers's  Univ.  DiEL.'iaCmneii, 

without  long  foanding  the  three  in-  Or  Milton  by  the  word  ftant  here 

eredients  together,  no  powder  can  would  exoTeis  more  diAinflly  that 

be  made.     But  is  not  the  fenfe  of  the  metat    of   which  they  made 

the  word  feuad  fufficiently  imply'd  their  n^im  and  ialli,  was  inclos'd 

in  rtduc'd  IB  grain  T    The  words  in  and  mix'd  with  a  llony  fubftance 

found,    miagltd,     rtduc'd,     eoirvt/d,  in  the  mine.  See  Pureticrc's  French 

tSgg'd,    were    chang'd    ( fayi    the  DifUonary  upon  the  word  Minrral, 
Doftor)   from  the  prefent  to  the  Peaice. 

perfefi  tenfe  :  foi  the  prefent  tenfe        ^zo.  —  firnitiout  luiib  mt  tmuk 
p-ovidi  in  vcr,  520.  demonlbatea  /•/«.]  The  incentiTe  reed 

that  all  the  foregoing  verbs  were  is  indeed  ftmicitut  as  the  engine 

of  the  fame  manner.  If  there  were  and  ballsdo  no  mifcbief\iIltoucb'd 

any  demonflration  to  be  drawn  from  by  that :  but  probably  firmdoui  is 

hence,  one  would  think  rather  that  not  to  be  underflood  here  in  the 

it  would  fall  againft  the  prefent  common  acceptation,    but  in  the 

tenfc  provide.     But  there  is  hardly  fenfe  of  the  Latin  ftruix,  qni^ 

a  page  where  Milton  has  not  run  fpcedy,  i^c. 
from  one  tenfe  to   aoothcTf   and 

Vol.  I.  Q_q  Sai-— wwir 
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'    So  all  ere  day-fpring,  under  confcious  night,  ' 

'     Secrot  they  finifli'd,  and  in  order  fef,  ' 

'Witlrfdent  circumfpcdion  unefpy'd. 

Now  when  fair  morn  orient  in  Hcav'n  appear'd, 
A  Up  rofe  the  vidor  Angels,  and  to  arms  52Jf 

The  matin  trumpet  fung:  in  arms  they  ftood  T 

Of  golden  panoply,  refulgent  hoft, 
^  ^  Soon  banded ;  others  from  the  dawning  hilb 

Look'd  round,   and  fcouts  each  coad  Ught-anusf 

icour. 
Each  quarter,  to  defcry  the  diftant  foe,  530 

Where 

^  ^zi.  —^  nndir  tmfdimi  mibt,"]        r%-^.  Of  gildin  panp^.l    With 

Ovid.  Met.  XIII.  15.  golden  trnionr  from  bead  to  feot 

completely  ann'd.    Thk^.    n«- 

^■^  qaomm  oox confda fola eft.   r^x<a|Gfeel[,2nnODrUalliK»iils. 

Hiitne,  HMm. 

526.  Tbt  tnanfttjiag  .J    A  cW-  518,  ■      ■  atherifr^^  the  Jawm^ 

fical  exprcflkiit.      So    Virg.   .£11.  hiUA    This  tfpidiet  is  uTu- 

V.  113.  *^y  apply'd  to  the  light,    but  here 
Teiy  poetically  to  the   hills,   the 

'Etfofacomroiffilt  medio  f^nrag-  dawn  lirJl  appearing  over  them, 

.  gere  ludoj.  and  they  feemtng  to  oring  the  rif- 

'  ing  day ;  as  the  evening  flar  ii  '  ' ' 


u  lie  matin  tnmOet  fimg :  So   Ukewife  firft  to  appear  em  bit  bill' 
"TaSQ  Literally  the  umc,       "*        "   '"" 
*niyerobfenre». 


1^0  Ltterally  the  umc,  u  Mr.  top,  VIII.  jic 


532.  —halt:']  Milton  fpelli 
Quando    x  cantar  la  matntim   it  as  the  Italians  do  elti,  but  we 
tromba  commonly  write  it  nith  aa  h  like 

Cominda  a  I'arme.  the  Frcndi  and  Gcimaiu. 

Cicr.Lib.Can&  u.Sl  19. 

533- -'• 
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Where  lodged,  or  whither  fled,  or  if  for  fight, 
In  motion  or  in  halt :  him  foon  they  met 
Under  fprcad  ^niigns  moving  nigh,  in  flow 
Bu(  firm  battalion;  back  with  fpeedieft  fail 
Zophiel,  tif  Cherubim  (he  fwifteft  wing,  535 

Ome  fly'ing)  and  in  mid  air  aloud  thus  cry'd. 

Arm,  Warriors,  arm  for  fight  j  the  fi^e  at  han4. 
Whom  fled  we  thought,  will  jtaye  m  long  purfqjt 
This  day;  fcsur  not  his  flight;  fo  thick  sl  doud 
He  comes,  and  fettled  in  his  fiice  I  fee  549 

Sad  refolution  and  fecure :  let  each 

Hw 

5  J  J,  m^-^^ittjlow  793.  wcA  chuds  of  fi9i  in  Paradif# 

iutJtrmiatiaJioa;}  The  rea£bn  Regained,  III.  327.     We  have /tc- 

Cif  their  being  both  a  ^^ow  and  ^tiium  equitumfue   wAis  in    Liv/y 

firm  battidion  is  fuggefted  a  little  Lib.   5.   and  even  nubem  belli  in 

afterwards.     They  were  flow   in  Virgil,   JEu,  X.  809.    and  armo^ 

drawing  their  cannon,  and  frm  in  rum  nubem  in  Statius,  Theb.  IV. 

order  to  conceal  tt,  ver.  551.  839. 

535.  Zopbiil,  In  Hebrew  tbejjy       541.  SaJ  refiiuiia$  and fic$art:'\ 

9f  Gm/,        Hume.  Sy  jM  here  is  meant  fower  and 

Adlen,  as  trffiis  in  La^n  and  Srifis 

539.        ^'■^^fo  thick  a  clotut  in  Italian  fignif/.  PtJkfp 

He  C9mesy  ]    This  meuphor  it 

ufual  in  all  languages,  and  in  al-  Or  jpoflibly  it  meiins  no  more  thaa 

moft  all  authors  to  exprefs  a  great  ferious  w  in  ^arneft,  a  ienfe  fre- 

multitude.      We  have  it  in  Heb.  quent  in  all  our  old  jtatbors*    And 

XII.    I .    Seeing  we  alfo  are  com-  I  remember  a  remarkable  inftanc9 

pajjed  about  'UHtbfi  great  a  cloud  ^  of  the  uie  of  the  word  in  Lord 

nuitnejes    See.      We   have    1^^^  Bacon*s  Advice  to  Villiers  Duke  of 

^€^A>  in  Homer,  Iliad.  IV.  247 :  Buckingham ;     **  But  if  it  wero 

mmbiu  fedituM  in  Virgil,  JEok,  VII.  **  an  embafly  of  weight*  concem4 


In  order,  quit  of  all  ir 
Inftant  without  difturb 
And  onward  move  iml 
Not  diftant  far  with  he 
Approaching  grofs  and 
Training  his  dcviliih  en 
On  every  ilde  with  Oiat 
To  hide  the  fraud.  At 


X  ilig  aff^n  of  lUie,  choice  < 
*•  nude  of  feme  fad  perfon 
.**  known  indgmeiit,  wildom  ( 
"  etpenence,  and  not  of  a  yoi 
**  nnot  not  weighed  in  ftate  n 
<Jtim  &■-:"  M  fad  there  be 
nUe  printed  for  fiaid  or  fail. 
it  M  died  in  Spenfer  hx  fol 
jtmre,  (edate.    Fairy  Qneen.  B 
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A  while;  but  fuddenly  at  head  appeared 
Satan,  and  thus  was  heard  commanding  loud. 

Vanguard,  to  right  and  left  the  front  unfold; 
That  all  may  fee  who  hate  us,  how  we  feek 
Peace  and  compofure,  and  with  open  breaft        560 
Stand  ready  to  receive  them,  if  they  like 
Our  overture,  and  turn  not  back  perverfe; 
But  that  I  doubt;  however  witnefs  Heaven,  < 

Heav'n  witnefs  thou  anon,  while  we  difcharge 
Freely  our  part;  ye  who  appointed  ftand,  565 

Do  as  you  have  in  charge,  and  briefly  touch 
What  we  propound,  and  loud  that  all  may  hear. 

So  fcofling  in  ambiguous  words,  he  fcarce 
Had  ended;  when  to  ri^tand  left  the  front 

Divided, 

546.               harVd  tvith  fire,  ]  note  on  vcr.  399.                V'tarce. 

Bearded,  headed  with  £re.  Of  the  I  knew  one  who  ufed  to  think  it 

French  barhty  and  the  Latin  %arha  ihould  be  hoUvw  tube:  to  which  k 

a  beard.         Bmm.  inay  be  objeded  that  tnginrj^  ma* 

thina^  are  the  hollow  tubes  or  guns 

^^%.---.-^^qmt  of  M  impediment i\  themfelves.         Jortin,             • 
The  carriages  and  baegage  of  an 

army  were  caird  in  Latin  imfedt-  5^3.    Tntzmg']    Drawing    in 

menia :  and  the  ff>od  Angels  are  train,  from  the  term,  train  of  ar- 

faid  to  be  quit  of  all  impediment  in  tillery. 
pppofition  to  the  others  incumbered 

with  their  heavy  artillery.  568.  So/cojing  in  ambiguous  nxords^ 

&C.3  We  cannot  pretend  entirely 

^^2.  -^-^  in  bdlkw  cube']    Dr.  to  juftify  thb  punning  fcene:    but 

JBencley  reads  fquarit  but  fee  iRy  we  fhould  confider  that  there  k 


Brafs,  iron,  ftoiiy  mol 


Very  little  of  this  tuud  of  mt ; 
where  in  the  poem  but  in 
Hidfct,  and  in  this  We  may  Tupf 
Milton  to  Imve  baific'd  to 
tafte  of  hh  66iit,  wheta/uu  w 
better  rdifti'd  than  they  we 

f  relent  in  tne  learned  world  i  i 
know  not,  whether  we  We 
grown  too  delioue  uid  faAi^ 
in  thu  pittkulw.  It  if  ctn 
the  Ancients  pra&ic'd  them  m 
both  in  Iheir  convcrfaiinn  and 
their  ivritiiigs;  and  Arjllotlc 
commends  them  in  his  book 
Rhetoric,  and  likcwire  Cicero 
his  ireatife  of  Oratory ;  and  if 
Jliould  condemn  them  abfotutc 
we  moll  condemn  halT  of  the  gc 
fnyings  of  the  grcattll  wlti 
Greece  and  Rome.  Thcjy  are  1 
proper  indeed  in  ferious  wor 
ind  not  at  all  becoming  the  n 
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With  hideous  orifice  gap'd  on  us  wide» 

Fortendixig  hollow  truce:  at  q|ch  behind 

A  Seraph  floods  and  in  his  hand  a  reed 

Stood  waving  tipt  with  firc;  while  we  fufpcnfe  580 

Collected  ftood  within  our  thoughts  amus'ds 

Not  long,  for  fudden  all  at  onqe  their  reeds 

Put  forthi  and  to  a  narrow  vent  apply'd 

With 

renthefis  here»  «a  Milton  bimlidf  W4U  led  te  mendon  them  here  at 

has  pat  it.    The  conflrudion  then  part  of  Satan^s  artillery.      Pearce. 

will  be,    mick  t9  9t»  wm  difith  We  read  before  that  theft  Angels 

v^V  a  iripii  rvov  of  pillars  had  dig^d  up  veins  §f  mineral  and  ftone^ 

on  njobalsi  of  in/t%  iron,  fimep  mM  ver.  517.    ana  that  may  accoimt 

or  fubftance,  bad  not  their  mouths  for  the  irafi,  iron,  ftoft^  fubftance 

lafd  '^di,  4iid  ibow*d  that  they  here. 

were  not  pitlars ;  the  intermediate 

words  ciDDtaining  a  reafoa  why  578.  Portrndhg  holUw  truce :  J 

he  called  them  pillars  (fir  like  to  Here  Raphael  himfelf  cannot  help 

pillars  moft  they  feensd  or  hollowed  continuing  the  pun. 

bodies  kc)  being  included  in  a  pa- 

rentheiis.  580.  Stood  wanting']   This  muft 

certainly  be  an  error  of  the  prefs* 

tyS.    Bra/s,  iron^  ftony  mold,'}  {KcafioiCd  by  Jhod  in  the  line  be- 

Mom  here  fignifies  fubftance  as  in  fore  or  in  the  line  following;  but 

tl.  355.   but  Dr.  Bentley  by  read-  then  it  is  a  wonder  that  Milton  did 

ing  eafi  in  mold  changes  the  fenfe  not  correft  it  in  his  fecond  edition. 

of  it  to  one  of  t  veiy  different  Dr.  Bentfey  reads 

nature.     By  this  emendation  (he 

fays)  he  has  rid  the  poem  of /lom  • —  and  in  his  hand  a  reed 

cannon :  but  fuch  cannon  have  beeH  Held  waving  tipt  with  fire ; 

heard  of  elfewhere,  and  are  now 

to  be  feen   (I  think)  at  Delf  in  and  we  ihould  fubftitute  fome  fuch 

•  Holland.  Whether  they  ever  were,  word  as  this,  as  it  makes  better 

or  could  have  been  ufed  in  war,  fenfe,  as  well  as  avoids  the  rcpcti- 

may  be  queftion*d :  but  it  is  pro-  tion  of  flood  three  times  fo  near 

bable  that  Milton  by  feeing  itich  together. 

Jone  cMnnoH  in  foreign  countrief> 

Q^q  4  586.  —  ^// 
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With  niccfl;  touch.    Immediate  in  a  flame,  584 

But  foon  obfcur'd  with  fmokc,  all  Hcav'n  appcar'd. 
From  thofe  deep  throated  cngins  bclch'd,    whofe 

roar 
Imbowel'd  with  outrageous  noifc  the  air. 
And  all  her  entrails  tore,  difgorging  foul 
Their  devilifh  glut,  chain'd  thunderbolts  and  hail 
Of  iron  globus  j  which  on  the  viftor  hoft  J90 

Lcvcl'd,  with  fuch  impetuous  fury  fmotc. 
That  whom  they  hit,  none  on  their  feet  might  ftand. 
Though  flanding  elfe  as  rocks,  but  down  they  fell 
By  thou{ands,  Angel  on  Arch-Angel  roU'dj        594 
The  fooner  for  their  armsj  unarm 'd  they  might 

Have 

586.   —  drtp  ibrealid  inprn  ]    «//  hir  tnlraili.     So   in  TCr.   7^0, 
So    ijhakcfpear    in    Othello,    A£t    741. 

in. 

That  from  /^  jaft  obedience  could 

And  oh,  you  mortal  tnyat,  whofe  rerolt, 

rude  ihraati              '  Whom  to  obey  He. 
Th'  immortal  Jore'i  dread  clamon 

counterfeit.  7^  far  tf  ihti;  and  to  thb  kntt 
the  word  luham  refers.  Thii  b  com- 

;86.                •whtfi  rtar  moa  in  Milioii*s  pcMin.           Ptaru, 

Imbavierj  viitb   oKtragtam  neifi 

tie  air.  The  moft  natural  and  obvious  con- 

AnJ  ali  htr  fiirtuh  tori,']     The  firu^ion   is,    iBbafi  remr  hmbviutri 

ConHruflion  fcema  to  be.  The  rear  or    Jill'd    ibi   air  vntb   e^tregrmi 

»f  •uihich  {engins)  iiidimxeti  math  nai/i;    but    to   this   it  h  objected, 

tmragi. ai  naiji    tan    thi    air    ami  that  it  is  as  much  U  to  fay  that 
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Have  eafily  as  Spi'rlts  evaded  fwift 

•By  quick  contradion  or  remiSe;  but  now 

Fool  diflipation  followed  and  forc'd  rout; 

Not  fcrv'd  it  to  relax  their  ferried  files. 

What  (hould  they  do  ?  if  on  they  rujQb'd ^  repulie 

Repeated^  and  indecent  overthrow  60 1 

Doubled,  would  render  them  yet  mbre  defpis'd^ 

And  to  their  foes  a  laughter;  for  in  view 

Stood  rank'd  of  Seraphim  another  row. 

In  pbfture  to  diiplode  their  fecond  tire  605 

Of  thunder :  back  defeated  to  return 

They  worfe  abhorr'd*    Satan  beheld  their  plight. 

And  to  his  nutes  thus  in  derifion  call'd. 

O 

the  roar  fill*d  the  air  ynth  roar.  A  ay  of  Hell  hoands  never  ceaf- 

Neither  do  I  fee  how  the  matter  ing  bark'd, 
IS  much  mended   by  faying  that 

the  roar  of  the  cannon  imbowerd  we  have  %  cry  •f  Hill  batnds  for 
with  roar  tore  the  air  CsTr.  The  the  Hell  hoands  themfelves,  fo 
cannon  I  think  cannot  themfdves  here  we  have  the  roar  of  the  can- 
be  properly  faid  to  be  imbowePd  non  for  the  cannon  themfelves ;  an4 
with  noife,  tho*  they  might  im-  die  tmit  of  cannon  may  as  properly 
bowel  with  noife  the  air.  I  would  be  faid  to  imbowel  the  air  nmtb  out^ 
dierefbre  endevor  tojuftify  this  by  ragews  moife^  as  a,  cry  of  Hell 
other  fimilar  paflages.  It  is  uftial  hounds  to  bwrk. 
with  the  poets  to  put  the  property 

of  a  thing  for  the  thim^it^f:  and  599.  ^--^  firried files. ']  The  Itar 

as  in  that  verfe,  II.  054.  (where  lian  word  Jerraio,  clo(e>  compact 

&e  the  note)  tbyer. 

620.  7# 


.« 


^82  PARADISE  LOST.     BookVi 

O  Friends,  why  come  not  on  tbefe  \\(Xon  proud  ? 
Ere  while  they  fierce  «icrc  coming ;  aod  whea  we. 
To  entertain  them  fair  with  open  front  6il 

And  breaft   (what  could  we  more?)  propounded 

terms 
Of  compofition,  ftrait  they  clmng'd  their  minds. 
Flew  off,  and  into  ftrange  vagaries  fell. 
As  they  would  dance;  yet  for  a  dance  they  feeni'd 
Somewhat  extravagant  and  wild,  perhaps  6i6 

For  joy  of  ofFer'd  peace:  but  I  fuppofc, 
If  our  propofals  once  again  were  heard. 
We  ihould  compel  them  to  a  quick  refult. 

To  whom  thus  Belial  in  like  gunefome  mood,  620 
Leader,  the  terms  we  fcnt  were  terms  of  weight. 
Of  hard  contents,  and  full  of  force  urg'd  home. 
Such  as  we  might  perceive  amus'd  them  aU, 
And  Humbled  many;  who  receives  them  right. 
Had  need  from  head  to  foot  well  underftand;     62$ 
Not  underftood,  this  gift  they  have  bcfides. 

They 

610.  Ti  lahta  thni  BrliaT]  Who-  priety  of  making  Beli^i  reply  to 
ever  reniunben  the  ch.m&ct  of  SttsD  upon  thu  occafion  and  in  thit 
Bilial  in  the  £rlt  and  fecond  fpoitive  manner,  ratbeT  than  BetU 
books,  and  Mr.  Addifon'i  remarks  aihub,  or  Ma/aci,  or  aoy  of  the 
upon  it,   will   «afiJy  f«  the  pro-   evil  Angels. 

635.  R>£t 
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They  (how  us  when  our  foes  walk  not  upright. 

So  they  among  themfelves  Ik  pleafant  vein 
Stood  fcoffing,  highten^d  in  their  thoughts  beyond 
All  doubt  of  vi<9:ory;  eternal  might  630 

To  match  with  their  inventions  they  prefum'd 
So  eafy'^  and  of  his  thunder  made  a  fcom^ 
And  all  his  hoft  derided^  while  they  Aood 
A  while  in  trouble :  but  they  flood  not  long; 
Rage  prompted  them  at  length,  and  found  then^ 
arms  63  f 

Againft  fuch  hellifh  mifchief  fit  to'  oppofe. 
Forthwith  (behold  the  excellence,  the  povirer. 
Which  God  hath  in  his  mighty  Angels  plac'd) 
Their  arms  away  they  threw,  and  to  the  hills 
(For  Earth  hath  this  variety  from  Heaven  6jp 

Of  pleafure  fituate  in  hill  and  dale) 
Light  as  the  lightoing  glimpfe  they  ran,  they  flew  j 
From  their  foundations  looihing  to  and  fro 
They  pluck'd  the  feated  hills  with  all  their  load. 

Rocks,; 

635.  Rage'^'^fimftitbematms'l   There  b  nothing  in  the  firft  and 

Furor  arou  miniftrat.  laft  day*!  engagement  which  does 

Virg.  j£a.1. 150.    not  appear  natural,  and  agreeable 

enooeh  to  the  ideas  moil  readers 
(^3.  tnm  $hHrfimkkiim  &c.  J   imld  cotccire  of  •  fight  between 

two 
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Rocks,  waters,  woods,  and  by  the  fliaggy  tops    645 
■Up-lifting  bore  them  ki  their  hands :  Amaze, 
Be  fare,  and  terror  fcis'd  the  rebel  hoft, 

"When 

two  arraiM  of  Angels,  The  fe-  limetl  defcription  in  FTdiod's  woikj 
cead  day's  engagement  is  api  to  was  an  allegory  tu.;rulcd  opoa  (bit 
fiarde  an  imagination  which  has  very  iradidun  of  a  iight  betweea 
Roi  been  raiToa  and  qualify 'd  for  (he  good  and  t^n:  bad  Aagel!.  It 
fucli  a  defcription,  by  the  reading  may  perhaps  be  worth  while  to 
of  the  ancient  poeis,  and  of  Ho-  confidcr  with  what  judgment  Mil- 
mer  in  parcicalar.  h  was  certainly  ion  in  this  nirratioo  has  avoided 
a  very  bold  choughc  in  our  au-  avery  thing  that  is  meaa  and  tri- 
tlior,  to  afcribe  the  firll  ufe  of  vial  in  the  defcrlprions  of  the  La- 
■  artillery  to  the  rebel  Angels.  But  tin  and  Circek  poets ;  snd  u  the 
Xs  fuch  a  pernicious  inveition  fame  time  improved  every  great 
may  be  well  fuppos'd  to  have  pro-  hint  which  he  met  with  in  thcii 
ceeded  from  fuch  authors,  io  it  works  upon  this  fubjeft.  Homer 
enter'd  very  properly  into  the  in  that  palfage,  which  Longinus 
thoughts  of  that  being,  who  is  has  celebrated  for  its  fublimencfi, 
all  along  defcribcd  as  afpiriog  to  and  which  Virgil  and  Ovid  have 
the  majelly  of  his  Maker.  Such  copy'd  after  hiro,  tells  us  that  the 
engins  were  the  only  inftrvneots  giants  threw  Olla  upon  Olympos, 
he  could  have  made  ufe  of  to  and  Pelion  upon  O/fa.  He  adds 
ifltitate  thofe  thunders,  that  in  all  an  epithet  to  Pelion  (wM-ffvAXer) 
poetry,  both  facred  and  profane,  which  very  much  fwells  the  idea, 
are  rcprefented  as  the  arms  of  by  bringing  up  tft  the  reader's  ima- 
the  Almighty.  The  tearing  up  gination  all  the  woods  that  grew 
the  hH!a  was  not  altogether  fo  upon  it.  There  is  funhcr  a  great 
daring  a  thoi;ghi  as  the  former,  beauty  in  fingUng  out  by  name 
We  are  in  fome  meafure  pre-  thefe  three  remarkable  itioumains, 
pared  for  fuch  an  incident  by  the  fo  well  known  to  the  Greeks. 
defcription  of  the  giants  war.  This  laft  is  fuch  «  beauty,  ai 
which  we  meet  wiih  among  the  the  fcene  of  Milton's  war  could 
ancient  poets.  Wnat  (lill  made  not  poQibly  furnilh  him  with. 
this  cjrcumftance  the  more  proper  Claudian,  in  his  fragment  upon 
for  the  poet's  ufe  is  the  opinion  the  giants  war,  has  given  fuU 
of  many  learned  men,  that  the  fcope  to  that  wildaefs  of  imagi- 
iablc  of  the  gianti  war,  which  nation  which  was  natural  to  him, 
makes  fo  great  a  noife  in  anti-  He  tells  us  that  the  giants  tore 
<imy,  and  gave  birth  to  the  fub-   up  whole  Uuids  by  the  roots,  and 

dtre* 
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When  coming  towards  them  fo  dread  they  faw 
The  bottom  of  the  mountain#«pward  turn'd ;       •*' 
Till  on  thofc  curfed  engins  tripk-row  650 

■  They 

ibitv/  them  at  the  Go6a.  He  diah,  without  its  paerilltiei.  I 
ddcribeiaBe  of  diem  in'pvtica-  neednot  point  out  me  defcriptlos 
Ur  taking  up  Lemnoi  In  his  arms,  of  the  fallen  Angels  feeing  the 
and  whirGng  it  to  the  fkin,  with  prombntoriej  hanging  over  their 
all  Vulcan's  fhop  in  the  midft  of  tieaxls  in  fuch  a  d^adful  manner, 
it.  Another  tears  up  motmt  Ida,  wlch  the  other  nmnberlefi  heau- 
with  the  river  Enipeug,  which  ran  ties  in  this  book,  which  are  fo 
down  the  fides  of  it(  bat  the  coofpicnoai,  that  they  cannot 
poet,  not  content  to  defcribe  him  efcape  the  notice  of  the  moll  or- 
with  thii  mountain  upon  hit  QiodI-  dioary  reader.  There  are  indeed- 
ders,  tells  us  that  the  rirer  flow'd  fomanywonderfu]flrokesof  poetry 
down  his  back,  as  he  held  it  up  in  this  book,  and  fuch  a  variety 
in  that  polture.  It  is  vifible  to  of  fublime  ideas,  that  it  would 
every  ju^cioiis  reader,  that  fuch  have  been  impolTible  to  have  given 
ideas  favor  more  of  burfefque,  them  a  place  within  the  bounds 
than  of  the  fublime.  They  pro-  of  this  paper.  Belides  that  I  find 
ceed  from  a  wantonnefs  of  ima-  it  in  a  great  meafure  done  to  my 
gtnadon,  and  rather  divert  the  hand  at  the  end  of  my  Lord 
jnind  than  allonifh  it.  Milton  hai  Rofcommon's  Effay  on  iranHaicd 
taken  every  thing  that  is  fublime  poetry.  I  {hall  refer  my  reader 
in  thefe  feveral  pallagea,  and  com-  thither  for  fome  of  the  mafter- 
pofea  out  of  them  the  following  ftrokes  in  the  fixth  book  of  Pa- 
great  image;  radifc  LoJl,  tho' at  the  fame  time 
there  ITe  many  oihen,  which  that 
From  their  foundationi  loofning    noble  author  has  not  taken  notice 

to  and  fro  of.     AdJifm. 

They  pluck'd  the  featcd  hills  wiih 

all  their  load,  648.  Wlan  nmlng  tevuprdt  tbim 

Rocki,    waters,    woods,    and  by  fi  dread  ib^/afai\  Does  not 

the  fluggy  tops  this  verfc  exprefs  the  very  motion 

Uplifting    bore    them    in    their    of   the    mountains,    and    is    not 

hands :  ——  tiierc    the    fame  kind   of  beauty 

in  the  numbers,  that  the  poet  re- 

We  have  the  full  majelljr  of  He-    commends  in  lus  excellent  May  on 

mer  in  this  fhort  defcrtption,    im-    Criticifm  \  * 

proved  by  the  imagination  of  Clau- 

When 
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1 

They  faw  them  whchn'd,  and  all  tlicir  confidenq^h 

Under  the  weight  of  mountains  buried  deep;         • « 
Themfelvcs  invaded  next,  and  on  their  heads 
Main  promontories  flung,  which  in  the  air  654 

Came  fliadowing,  and  opprcfs'd  whole  legions  arm'd ; 
Their   annour   help'd  their  harm,    cruih'd  in  and 

brub'd 
Into  their  fubftance  pent,  which  wrought  them  paia  -m 
Implacable,  and  many  a  dolorous  groan,  ^| 

Long  ilrugling  underneath,  ere  they  could  wind 

Out 

When  Ajax  ftrires  fome  rock't  harried    on    b^   die   fire    of   kit 

vafi  wei^l  to  throw,  Mufe,  u  to  fof^  the  main  eod 

■ThelineloolsboTs,  Uid  thcwordi  of  aU  good  wiidng,    the  iccob- 

move  flaw.  Bieiulatio&  of  virtue  and  lelig^. 

6^6.    Titir   araieur  hek'd  ibeir        662.  Th  rdt  u  imilatiat  &c.  } 

iuvm,]  Somewhat  lilce  that   fir  r»/f  of  the  Satanic  hoA  Aat' 

in  Spenfer,    Fairy  Queen,    B.   1.    were    not    overwhelmed    bj*    the 

Cam.  1 1.  St.  27.  raoantaini.  wr  infOnf  of  the  good 

Angels,  isfc. 

That  erft  him  goodly  um%  now 

moA  of  all  him  haim'd.  666.  TbatmuUrgrtwidtbtjftii^t 

IK  Ji/ma/  Jiade ;]   It  wai  t 

66 1 .   —^  imv  gnfs  hy  firming    memorable   faying   of  one  of  the 

grmun.'l  What  a  fine  moral    Spartans  at  Thennopyle,  who  be- 

does  Milton   here  inculcate,    and   ing  told  that  the  multitude  oi  Per- 

indeed  t]iiite  thro'  this  book,  by  fian     arrows    would    obfcore  the 

(howioE  that  all  the  weakncfs  and   fun,    why  then   fays  he  we  fbill 

pain  of  the  rebel  Angels  was  the   fight  in  the  (hade.     I  fuppofe  that 

natural  confeijaence  of  their  hn-   Siatius  alluded  to  this  Itory  in  the 

.ning !      And  I  believe  one  may  following    bold    linci.     Thebaid. 

oblerve  tn  general  of  our  Author,   Vlll.  412. 

that   he   it  fcarcely  ever  fo  far 

Ex- 
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Oat  of  fuck  pris'n,  though  Spi'rits  of  pareft  light, 

Pureft  at  firft,  now  grofs  by  finning  grown*        60k 

The  reft  in  imitation  to  like  arms 

Betook  them^  luid  the  ndghb'ring  hills  upkve ; 

So  hills  amid  the  iur  encountered  hills 

^HxaVd  to  aijd  fro  with  jaculation  dire»  665 

That  under  groundi  they  fon^t  in  difinal  fliadc; 

Infernal  noife;  wdr  ieem'd  a  civil  game 

To  this  uproar;  horrid  oonfufion  heap'd 

Upon  confuiion  rofe:  and  now  all  Heaven 

Had 


Exdufere  diem  telisy  Jiiit  ferrea 

caelo 
Nabila»  necjacuHs  ar6tatU8  fufi- 

dt  aer. 

But  wbat  was  a  (hade  of  arrows 
to  a  ihade  of  mmmtmm  hurPd  to 
sad  firo,  and  encountring  in  mid 
air  t  This  was  infernal  noifi  in- 
deed, and  making  almoft  a  Hell 
of  Heaven.  Such  was  the  uproar 
in  Hell,  U.  539. 

Others  with  vaft  Typhcean  rage 

more  fell 
Rend  up  both  rocks  and  hills,  and 

ride  the  air 
In  whirlwind;  Hell  fcarce  holds 

the  wild  uproar. 

669.         -—  mnd  noiw  all  Heaven 
Had^pne  to  <wracky  —  ]  It  is  re- 
marked by  the  cities  in  praife  of 


Homer's  battels,  that  ^ty  rile  in 
horror  one  above  another  to  the 
end  of  the  Iliad.  The  fiune  may 
be  faid  of  Milton's  battels.  la 
the  firft  day's  engagement,  when 
they  fought  under  a  cope  of  fine 
with  burning  arrows,  itwasikid 


all  Heaven 


Refounded^  and  had  £arth  been 

then,  all  Earth 
Had  to  her  center  ihook. 

Bat  now,  when  they  fought  with 
mounmins  and  promontories,  it  is 
faid  All  Heaven  had  g9ue  to  wrack^ 
had  not  the  almighty  Father  inter- 
pos*d,  and  fent  forth  his  Son  in 
the  fulnefs  of  the  divine  glory  and 
majefty  to  expel  the  rebel  Angels 
out  of  Heaven.  Homer's  Iliad, 
Vm.  130. 
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Had  gone  to  wrack,  with  ruin  overfprcad  j  670 

Had  not  th'  almighty  Father,  where  he  fits 

Shrin'd  in  his  fandluary  of  Hcav'n  fccure,  •^■j 

Confulting  on  the  fum  of  things,  forcfecn  ^P 

This  tumult,  and  permitted  all,  advis'd: 

That  his  great  purpofe  he  might  fo  fulfil,  67J 

To  honor  his  anointed  Son  avcng'd 

Upon  his  enemies,  and  to  declare 

All  pow'r  on  him  transferr'd :  whence  to  his  Son 

•  Th'aficflbr  of  his  throne  he  thus  began. 

Effulgence  of  my  glory,  Son  belov'd,  680 

Son  in  whofe  face  invifible  is  beheld 

Vifibly,  what  by  deity  I  am. 

And 

E  0«  XI  MiyQ"  ter,  uu  tcjuV-   So  the  Son  ii  called  in  fome  of     . 

X'M'*  ipy  ytnilt,  the  Fathen,   'att.ftJ'f&-  en,  det 

£f  MX  ttf'  ft^v  tMfft  vfCTitp  At'    afleHor. 

681.  Sen  ia  iwboft  fact  imviSUt  il 

674. mlwi'ii:}    b  here  a  iebciJ 

participle  adverbial,  and  very  clc-         Vijihlj,  'what  hy  deity  I am,^    So 

gantj  it  means  advifcdly,  defigo-    the  lirit  editions  have  pointed  ibe 

ediy  J  the  fame  with  the  Latio  can-    fcntence;  and  the  conAru^Uon  and 

faiieoi  fruJcnf,  as  in  Horace,  Od.    fenfe  of  it  u  this;   Sm  /•  -wbti 

J- III.  al.  fate  what  is  ia^-ifihlt  i,  bthiid -a- 

fiblj,  viz,  •iJ>et  I  am  h  deity. 

Nequicquam  Deus  abfeidit  Pcaite, 

Prudini  Oceano  diflijciabili  Imiifihlt  here  ii  a  neuter  adjeAive 

Terras,  Ricbtadfon.         ufed  for  a  fubOantive,  and  it  n  in 

alluGon  to  chefe  texts,  Rom  I  20. 

679.  Th'^JJiJiro/biilbrml  So    7itinvij;blttlni>g$»/Gadar,tL>rly 

Jtii. 


^-1 
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And  in  whofe  hand  what  by  decree  I  do^ 
Second  Omnipotence,  two  days  are  ^ft, 
Twadays,  as  we  compute  tiic  days  of  Heaven,     68  if 
Since  Michael  and  his  Pow'rs  went  forth  to  tame 
Thefe  difobedient :  fore  hath  been  their  fight. 
As  likelieft  was,  when  two  fuch  foes  met  arm'd ; 
For  to  themfelves  I  left  them,  and  thou  know'ft. 
Equal  in  their  creation  they  were  form'd,  699 

Save  what  iin  hath  impaired,  which  yet  hath  wrought 
Infenfibly,  for  I  fufpend  their  doom ; 
Whence  in  perpetual  iight  they  needs  muft  laft 
Eridlefs,  and  no  ibiution  wiU  be  found : 
War  wearied  hath  performed  what  war  can  do,  695 

And. 

ftmy  and  Col.T.  15.  fi(t  imagi  •/  deed  within  the  oompals  of  this 
ihe  invifihle  God,  one  book  we  have  all  the  vanety 

of  batteb  that  can  well  be  con- 

691.  — which  ut  hatk  lurotight      ceiv*d.     We  have  a  fingle  con* 

Infonfihiyy']  This  word  doth  not  bat»  and  a  genera!  engagement; 
feem  well  to  confift  with  that  al-  The  firft  da^^s  fieht  is  with  darts 
teration,  which  the  Angel  had  juft  and  fwords,  in  imitation  of  the 
before  faid  that  fin  had  wrought  in  Ancients;  the  fecond  day's  fight  is 
the  fallen  Angels.  nytr.    with  artillery,  in  [imitation  of  die 

The  iame  difficnlty  ftuck  with  me  Modems;  but  the  images  in  both 
mt  firH ;  but,  I  foppofe,  the  author  are  ratfed  proportionably  to  the 
meant  that  the  manner  in  which  fuperior  nature  of  the  beings  here 
fin  wrought  was  infenfible^  not  the  delcrib*d.  And  when  the  poet 
efieds.  has  briefly  comprised  all  that  has 

any  foundation  in  fa£t  and  reality, 

695.  War  weariii  bath perfimfd  he  has  recourfe  to  the  fidUons  of 
^what  war  cat§  do,']  Aiid  in-    the  poets  in  their  defcHptions  of 

Vol.  I.  R  r  the 


* 
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And  to  difordcr'd  rage  let  loofe  the  reins, 
With  mountains  as  with  weapons  arm'd,  which  makes 
Wild  work  in  Heav'n,  and  dange'rous  to  the  main- 
Two  days  arc  therefore  part,  the  third  is  thine ; 
For  thee  I  have  ordain'd  it,  and  thus  far  700 

Have  fuffer'd,  that  tlie  glory  may  be  thine 
Of  ending  this  great  war,  fince  none  but  Thou 
.   Can  end  it.     Into  thee  fuch  virtue'  and  grace 
Immenfe  I  have  transfus'd,  that  all  may  know 
In  Heav'n  and  Hell  diy  pow'r  above  compare;     705 
And  this  perverfe  commotion  govern'd  thus. 
To  manifi^  thee  worthieft  to  be  Heir 
Of  all  things,  to  be  Heir  and  to  be  King 
By  facred  unftion,  thy  deferved  right. 
Go  then  thou  Mightieft  in  thy  Father's  might,  710 
Afcend  my  chariot,  guide  the  rapid  wheels 
^hat  fiiake  Heav'n's  balls,  bring  forth  all  my  war, 

My 

the  grants  WIT  with  the  Gods.  And  710.  Gf  ibtm  timi  AfigltirJI  tcc] 

witm  ii-ar  belt  ^M  ftr/irm'J  •wial  The   followinc   lines  in  that  glo- 

ivar  can  da,  he   rifes  Hill  higher,  rioui  commimon,   which  ii  given 

and  the  Son  of  God  is  fenC  tonh  the  MeHiah  to  extirpate  the  hoit 

in  the  roajeRy  of  the  almighty  Fa-  of  rebel   Angels,  are  dnwn   from 

Iher,   agreeably  to  Scripture ;    fo  i  fublime  paffage  in  the  Pfalms. 

much  doth  the  fublimity  of  hot/  The  reader    will    eaJily  difcovei 

Writ   tranfccnd   all    that  i!<  true,  many  other  ftr^es  of  the  fame  na- 

.    and  all  that  ii  fei£D*d  in  dcfcrip*  turc<                                     JJJi/a. 

Tilt 
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My  bow  and  thund^r^  my  almighty  arms 
Gird  on,  and  fword  upon  thy  puiilant  thigh ; 
Purfue  thefe  fons  of  darknefs,  drive  them  out    715 
From  all  Heav'n's  bounds  into  the  utter  deep : 
There  let  them  leam^  as  likes  them^  to  defpife 
God  and  Mefliah  his  anointed  king. 

He  faid)  and  on  his  Son  with  rays  direA 
Shone  full;  he  all  his  Father  full  exprefs'd         726 
Ineffably  into  his  face  receiv'd  s 
And  thus  the  filial  Godhead  anfwVing  fpake. 

O  Father^  O  Supreme  of  heav'nly  Thrones, 

Firfl,  Higheft,  Holiefl,  Befl,  thou  always  fcek'fl 
To  glorify  thy  Son^  I  always  thee,  725 

As  is  moft  jufl ;  this  I  my  glory'  account^ 

My  exaltation,  and  my  whole  delight, 

That  thou  in  me  well  pleas'd,  declar'fl  thy  will 

Fulfiird,  which  to  fulfil  is  all  my  biifs. 

Scepter 

ThePfalmheremeantbtheXLVthy  be  improvM  by  reading  and  poii)t« 

ver.  3.  &  4.     Gird  thy  fvcord  upon  ing  the  whole  pafTage  thasy 

thy  thtgb^  O  moft  nughty^  <with  thy 

ghry  and  thy  majefty :  and  in  thy  ma*  —  bring  forth  alf  my  war, 

jefty  ride  fro^roujly  Uc.  My  bow  and  thunder,    my  pic 

714,   and  fword  upon  tby  pu^  ""^^^^^  *'*°'''  ^ 

fxnt  thigh  il  A  great  man     And  gird  my  fword  upon  thy  pu- 
to  me,  that  the  fentence  ilfant  thigh* 

falls  in  tUt  place,  and  that  it  may 

R  r  2  732.  Thou 
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Scepter  and  pow'r,  thy  giving,  I  aflume,  73a 

And  gladlier  fiiall  refign,  when  in  the  end 
Thou  fiialt  be  all  in  all,  and  I  in  thee 
For  ever,  and  in  me  all  whom  thou  lov'ft: 
But  whom  thou  hat'ft,  I  hate,  and  can  put  on 
Thy  terrors,  as  I  put  thy  mildnefs  on,  735 

Image  of  thee  in  all  things;  and  (hall  foon, 
*  Arm'd  with  thy  might,  rid  Heav'n  of  thefe  rebeird, 
'To  their  prcpar'd  ill  manfion  driven  down. 
To  chains  of  darfcnefs,  and  th'  undying  wraro. 
That  frwn  thy  juft  obedience  could  revolt,  740 

Whom 

.732.  Thou ^elt  he  allin  all,  tii:.']  ihej  ell  may  hi  me,  m  tham  Fatbir 
We  may  ftill  obrerve  that  Milton  art  in  me,  ami  1  in  tb*e,  thai  tbtj 
generally  makes  the  divine  PcrToiu  alfe  msj  he  cne  in  lu,  ver.  2 1 .  1  in 
talk  in  the  ftile  and  language  of  them,  and  than  in  me,  that  they  mm 
Scripture.  This  paflage  is  mani-  hi  meit  ferfia  h,  am,  and  thai  tie 
fcftly  taken  from  i  Lor.XV.  14  'wcrU  may  haiu  that  tbeu  befi  lavii 
'      and  z8.    Then  come.'b  ibe  end  luhcH    tbrm,  ai  theu  hafi  lo-ved me.  va.  ty 

he  fiiall  hime  dtlitiired  up  the  king-    Aed  when  it  il  uUed 
'       dom  lo  Gad:    And  inien  all  things 

/hail  he  fiihdHed  unto  him,  then  fiiall      But  whom  thou  hat'ft,  I  hate, 
tht  Sen  atfii  hiafilf  be  futjea  unla 

him   tint  fat  all  thing!  under  him,    n    not    this    an    allulioQ   to   P(aL 

that  God  may  he  all  in  all.     And    CXXXIX.  31.  Da  net  I  hate  thtm. 

immediately  afterwards  when  it  is    O  Lard,  that  hate  thee.    Sic  f    And 

faid  there   are  feveral   other   inftaneci, 

-~—  I  in  thee  which  the  pioui  reader  will  perhaps 

,    For  ever,   and  in  mc  all  whom    l>e  beiier  plcai'd  to  recollcft  bim- 

thou  lov'A :  felf,   than  to  iiave  them  pointed 

out  to  him. 

this  h  plainly  in  allulion  to  feveral 

CxprelTions   in  John  XVII.    fhat       ';i7-—riJHeav'ae/ihe/treheird,] 
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Whom  to  obey  is  happmcfs  entire. 
Then  fhall  thy  Saints  unmix'd,  and  from  th' impure 
Far  feparate,  circling  thy  holy  mount 
Unfeigned  Halleluiahs  to  thee  iing. 
Hymns  of  high  praife^  and  I  among  them  chief.    745 
So  faid,  he  o'er  his  fcepter  bowing,  rofe  , 

From  the  right  hand  of  glory  where  he  fat; 
And  the  third  facred  mom  began  to  fhine. 
Dawning  through  Heav'n :  forth  rufti'd  with  whirl-* 

wind  found 
The  chariot  of  paternal  Deity,  753 

Flafhing 

Of  thefe  rebelliou9,  of  thefe  wlio  religious  grandeur,  which  throws 
have  rebelled }  a  repiarkable  ex-  the  advantage  on  the  fide  of  the 
preiiion.  Englifh  poet.        Thycr. 

746.  S9  /aUf  hi  o^ir  his  fcefier  749.  ^^^^  firth  rufl^d  nviib  ivht'//^ 
biKviWi  ro/i  iLQ.S\  The  de-  *wind found  kz.']  Milton  ha^ 
fcription  of  the  Mefiiah*s  going;  out  raifed  his  defcription  in  this  bou(: 
againft  the  rebel  Aneels  is  a  (cene  with  many  images  taken,  ou:  oi 
of  the  fame  fort  with  Heiiod*s  Ju-  the  poetical  parts  of  Scrip:urf . 
piter  againft  the  Titans.  They  The  Mefliah's  chariot  is  formed 
are  both  of  them  the  moft  un-  upon  a  vifion  of  Ezekiel,  who,  a.'. 
doubted  inftances  of  the  true  fub-  Grotius  obferves,  has  very  mucli 
lime;  but  which  has  exceeded  it  is  in  him  of  Homer's  fpirit  in  the 
very  difficult  to  determin.  There  poetical  parts  of  his  prophecy, 
is,  I  think,  a  greater  profufion  of  Addifon. 
poetical  images  in  that  of  the  lat- 
ter; but  then  the  fuperior  charac-  The  whole  defcription  indeed  is 
ter  of  a  Chriftian  Nieffiah,  which  drawn  almofl  word  for  word  front 
Milton  has  with  great  judgment  Ezekiel,  as  the  reader  will  fee  by 
and  majefty  fupported  in  this  part  comparing  them  together. 

of  his  work,  gives  a  ceruun  air  of  ^    , 

R  r  3  —  forth 
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Flafhing  thick  fliimes,  wheel  within  wheel  undrawn, 
Itfclf  inftinft  with  Spirit,  but  convoy'd 
By  four  Cherubic  Ihapesj  four  faces  each 
Had  wondrous;  as  with  flats  their  bodies  all 
And  wings  were  fet  with  eyes,  with  eyes  the  wheels 
Of  beri!,  and  carreering  fires  between  j  756 

Over  their  heads  a  cryftal  firmament, 
Whereon  a  faphir  throne,  inlaid  with  pure 

Amber, 

^—  fortk  rolh'd  with  whirlwind  —  four  ftc«  each 

found  Had  woodroos ;  ti  with  ftan  thor 

The  chariot  of  patenial  Deity,  bodies  all 

[  Flalhfng  thick  SJuacs,  And  wings  were  fetwith  eyes,mth 

eyes  the  wheeb 
AnJ  I  UaitJ,  aiu/  iiMi/,  a  •whirl- 

tL-inil  caitu  nut  ef  iht  mrlb,  a  gnat    And  tvery  me  had  finr  fans.  \.  6. 
thud,  and  a  f  re  infolding  itfe/f,  I.  ^.    And   their    •ahalt    iedj,    tad  ihar 
Or  perhaps  the  author  here  drew    ivingi,  and  the  tuhteh  lutrt  full  i^ 
Ifaiah  ]ikc\vife  to  his  aMance,  Ifa.    eyei  rBuudaifut.  X.  iz. 
LXVT.  I  J.   For  tehid the  Lord 'u.ill 

rtw  ti-iihja-r,  and  •with  bit  chariati  —  thewheeli 

like  a  ixjhirhvind.  Of  beril,  and  carreering  fires  be- 

tween ; 
—  wheel  within  wheel  undrawn, 
Ilfelf  inftinft  with  Spirit,  but  con-    The  Beril  is  a  prtcioas  ftone  of  a 
voy'd  fci  green  color,  and  carreering  fm 

Sy  four  Cherubic  (liapcs  arc  lightnings  darting  out  by  fits, 

a  metaphor  taken  from  the  run- 
Ai/i  out  ef  the  midfi  thereof  cgmr  the  ning  in  tilts ;  The  appearanee  af  the 
likenefi  af  four  livitrg  crcaturii,  end  tlhteli  and  their  •ojork  luaj  like  mi% 
their  cppearaxee  ■■^•r.i  a,  Is  wre  a  the  eohr  e/  a  htril ;  and  the  fir,  ^u 
Kvhiel  in  the  middl,  of  a  -u-hcl;  and  trigit,  and  But  of  tie  firi -went  ftrtb 
'•j.'ben  the  ifjiHg  Keaturei  iwnt.  the  Hgbtmng.  I.  l6,  13. 
ntshe.h  •v.-ent  ^  ibiti,  for  the  iMiil 

»/_  the  ii-jing  ereaturt  i,.-ei  U  the     Over  their  heads  a  oyftal  finna- 
%yiMis.  I.  5,  16,  19,  id,  ment, 

^hereiia 
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Amber,  and  colors  of  the  fhow'ry  arch. 

He  in  cekflial  panoply  all  arm'd  760 

Of  radiant  Urim,  work  divinely  wrought, 

Afccnded;  at  his  right  hapd  viAory 

Sat  eagle- wing'd ;  befid^  him  hung  his  bow 

And  quiver  with  three-fbolted  thunder  ftor'd. 

And  from  about  him  fierce  effufion  roU'd  765- 

Of  fmoke  and  bickering  flame  and  fparkles  dire : 

Attended 

Whereon  a  faphir  throne,  inlaid  Aaron^s   breaftplate ;    what  they 

with  pure  .  were  critics  and  commentators  are 

Amber,  and  colon  of  the  fhow^ry  by  no  means  agreed ;  but  the  word' 

arch.  Urim  figni£es  light  and  Tbmmmim 

perfeOitmi    and  dierefbre  Miltoa 

Jnd  tbi  likmfs  of  thi  firmamaa  up-  very  properly  gives  the  epithet  of 

9n  ibi  beads  of  tbi  Ihnng  enaiMns  radimU  to  Urim,     It  is  moft  pro- 

'wof  as  tbe  cJor  of  tbi  turrihh  cry^  bable  that  Urim  and  Tbumsnim  were 

^/y  ftntcbed  forth  ovir  tbiir  hoods  only  names  given  to  fignify   the 

above :  And  above  thejirmasitent  that  cleamefs  and  certainty  of  the  di- 

wuas  over  their  heads  nnas  tbe  iikt'  vine  anfwersy  which  were  obtained 

ne/s  of  a  throne,  as  tbe  appearance  by  the  high -prieft  confulting  God 

of  afapbir  fione :  And  I  faw  as  tbe  with  his  breaft-plate  on,  in  contra- 

eolor  of  amber,  as  tbe  appearance  of  dillindlion  to  the  obfcure,  enigma- 

the  bow  that  is  in  the  cloud  in  the  tical,  uncertain  and  imperfedt  an- 

dctf  (f  rftin,  I.  22,  ^6,  27,  38.  fwers  of  the  Heathen  oracles. 

760.  He  in  eeleftial  panophf  all  765.  And  from  about  Inm  fierce 
isrmd  *JM^  roltd 

Of  radiant  UrimC^  All  arm'd  in  Of  fmoke  amd  bielering  fame  and 
complete  heavenly  armour  of  ra-  Jparkles  dire:"]    A  furious 

diant  light.     Celefiial  panoply  b  in  tem[>eft  pouring  forth  fmoke  and 

allu&on    to  St.   Paul's  expreifion,  fighting   flame  round  about  |ii^. 

£ph.  VI.  II.    Put  on  the  panoply.  Bickering,  fiehctng  aad  thence  de- 

the  njuhole  crmovr  cf  God,  The  word  Aroying,    of  the   Wolih   Bicre   a 

was  ufed  before,  Ver.  527.     Urim  combat      There  weut  up  a  fmoke 

and .  Thummim  were  fomething  ia  out  of  his  noftrUs^  ^  fire  eiut  of 

R  r4  m 
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Attended  with  ten  thoufand  tboufand  Saints,  i^ 

He  onward  came,  far  off  his  comiog  fhone; 
I  And  twenty  thoufand  (I  their  number  heard)  *  i 

Chariots  of  God,  half  on  each  hand  were  fcen:  77tf*  ' 
He  on  the  wings  of  Clierub  rode  fubhme 
On  the  cryftallin  flty,  in  faphir  thron'd, 
Illuftrious  far  and  wide,  but  by  his  own 
Firft  feen ;  them  unexpeded  joy  furpris'd, 
When  the  great  enfign  of  MeiEah  blaz'd  775 

Aloft  by  Angels  borne,  his  fign  in  Heaven; 
Under  whole  conduct  Michael  foon  reduc'd 
His  army,  circumfus'd  on  either  wing. 
Under  their  Head  imbodied  all  in  one. 
Before  him  pow'r  divine  his  way  prepar'd;  789 

At  his  command  th'  uprooted  hills  retic'd 
Each  to  his  place  j  they  heard  his  voices  and  went 

Ob, 

hii  meuth  dfvtitrei.  Pfal.  XVIII.  8.      And  twenty  tbouTand    (  I  thcil 
A  fire  fiiall  dt^jtur  htfart  him,   and  number  hewi] 

it  fliall  he  -vrrj  ttrnftfineut  round     Chariots  of  God, 
lihsat  him.    Plal.  L.  3- 

Hume.        TiS*  tharieti  af  Gad  ari  tvienty  iktw 

/end.    Pfal.  LXVIII.  17.     I  btari 

f  67.  jf/ttndcd  tvith  ten  tbonfand   the  Bumirr  ef  them.  Rev.  VII.  4, 

ibaafand  Smuts,  Let  it   be  remark'd  how  much   of 

He  Bnrj;ard  tame,  &c.]  Jude  14.    his  fublimity,  even  in  the  fublimeft 

Behold  ihi  herd  ameth  viith  lea  theu-    part  of  his  work*.  Milton  owes  to 

/•inds  b/  hit  Sainti.  Sciipture. 

It^—hfm. 
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*  Obfequious;  Heav'n  his  wonted  Sauce  renew'd. 
And  with  freih  flowerets  hill  and  valley  fmird. 
This  faw  his  haplefs  foes  but  flood  obdiir*d»        78^,  # 
And  to  rebellious  fight  rallied  their  Poweii 
JnfenfatCy  hope  conceiving  from  defpair* 
Jn  heav'nly  Spi'rits  could  fuch  perverfenefs  dwell? 
But  to  convince  the  proud  what  figns  avail. 
Or  wonders  move  th'  obdurate  to  relent?  799 

They  hardened  more  by  what  might  mofl;  reclanie^ 
Grieving  to  fee  his  glory,  at  the  fight 
Took  envy;  and  afpiring  to  his  highth,  • 

Stood  reimbattel'd  fierce,  by  force  or  fiaud 
Weening  to  profper,  and  at  length  prevail         795 
Againfl  God  and  Mefiiah,  or  to  fall 
Jn  univerial  ruin  lafl:;  and  now 
To  final  battel  drew,  difdaining  flight. 

Or 

787.  .  hofi  conciMngfr§m        78S.  A  heav^mh  Sfirifs  cmJdJkch 

itj^air.  ]    ImiUted    from  fer^uirfmefi  dwtUf  ] 

Virgil. 

Una  falus  viftis  nullam  fpcrarc  ft-  Virg.-^.   .ii.       1 

lucem.        ^n.II.  3C4.  ^.     .    ,  ^  ,   • 

797.  h  mmvtrfiJ  rmm  Ufi\  ]    I9       ' 

Or  rather  from  Quintus  Cortius.  it  is  m  Mikon*s  two  firft  editions  % 

Lib.  5.  cap.  4.    Ignaviam  quoque  and  if  he  wrote  ^/,   it  muft  b« 

neccffitas  acuit,    ct  /rf*  dikiratit  onderftood  the  fame  ai  at  Imfi: 

ftd  caufaifi.  bat  I   was  thmkuig  whether  tt 
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',  Or  faint  retreat  j  when  tlie  great  Son  of  God  ^( 

To  all  his  hoft  on  either  hand  thus  fpakc.  Sooij 

^        Stand  ftill  in  bright  array,  yc  Saints,  here  ftand        ( 
Ye  Angels«rm'd,  this  day  from  battel  reft;  "^ 

Faithful  hath  been  your  warfare,  and  of  God  'H 

Accepted,  fearlefs  in  his  righteous  caufc,  % 

And  as  ye  have  receiv'd,  fo  have  ye  done  Bog^\ 

Invincibly ;  but  of  this  curfed  crew  ■'  1 

The  punifliment  to  other  hand  belongs  j  f* 

Vejjgeance  is  hJs,  or  wliol's  he  fole  appoints:  * 

Number  to  this  day's  work  is  not  ordain'd 
Nor  multitude ;  ftand  only  and  behold  8i» 

God's  indignation  on  thefe  Godlefe  pour'd 
By  me;  not  you  but  me  they  have  defpis'd. 
Yet  envied ;  againft  mc  is  all  their  rage, 

Be- 

-  would  not  be  better  to  read  h  uni-  8z6.  JnJ  full  of  ivraib  hnt  « 
virfslruin  hfi,  when  I  found  it  fo  his  mtmiii.']  Dr.  Benlley  ii 
in  Dr.  Bentley'fl  edition,  bui  with-  for  rejefling  tl^s  verfe  as  mean 
-tout  any  note  upon  it,  or  any  thing  and  fuperfluous.  I  fuppofe  he  un- 
to diilinguiOi  tlic  alteration,  ai  if  derllood  it  thus.  And  fall  cf  'wratb 
it  had  been  fo  printed  in  all  the  btHt  his  courfe,  went  an  bh  emmiet  ■ 
former  editions.  thi»  is  faid  afterwards,  ver.  8ji, 
^fiog.  I'liigeanct  ii  bit,  ar  vihofi  He  on  bh  impioui  fits  right  emuarJl 
hi  Jtle  af^inli  .■  ]  7o  itit  ht-  Jt-fw,  &c.  But  it  may  be  under- 
UKftth  vtHgianct  ami  Tiem^nft.  flood  thus,  lie  cbang'd  bii  tcuaU- 
Deut.  XXXIl.  3;.  Vengtanci  it  name  iule  terror,  and  hint  it  fo 
mm,  1  ivili  rifay  it,  failb  tht  Lord,  chang'd  and  fwlt  cf  inra/b  of  on  bii 
S«m.  XII.  19.  tvimiui  aad  I  cannot  ice  how  this 
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Becaufe  the  Father,  t'  whom  in  Heav'n  fupreme 
Kingdom  and  pow'r  and  glory  appertains,  815 

Hath  honor'd  me  according  to  his  will.  ' 

Therefore  to  me  their  doom  he  hath  affign'd; 
That  they  may  have  their  wifli,  to  try  with  me 
In  battel  which  the  ftronger  proves,  they  all. 

Or  I  alone  againft  them,  fince  by  ftrength  820 

They  meafure  all,  of  other  excellence 
I^ot  emulous,  nor  care  who  them  excels  5 
If  or  other  ftrife  with  them  do  I  vouchfafe. 

So  fpak?  the  Soq^  and  into  terror  chang'd 
J|i$  count'nance  too  fevere  to  be  beheld,  82^ 

And  full  of  v^rath  bcnf  pn  his  enepiies. 
At  once  the  Four  fpiread  out  their  ftarry  wlngi  ^ . 
With  drj^dfi)l  ^lade  contiguous^  and  the  orbs 

Of 

is  either  xp^an  or  fuperflaous.  Or  With  dreadful  (hade  contiguous, 
rather  ^fff/ may  be  a  participle  in 

this  conftruftion— ifo /  countenance  too  Their  wipgs  join'd  together  mad* 

/en;ere  to  be  bebeldy  and  bent  full  of  a  dreadfuj  (hade ;  and  Ezekid  faj%^ 

ijjratb  on  his  enemief.  Their  ivings  tuere  joined  one  to  am* 

827.  jft  once  the  Four  &c,]  When-    '^'  ^-  9* 
ever  he  mentions  the  four  Cheru-  ^^ 

i>im  and  the  Meffiah's  ch^ot,  he  ■       and  the  orhs     ♦ 

Itill  copies  from  PzekicFs  vifion.  Of  his  fierce  chariot  roll'd,  as  with 

At  once  the  Four  fpread  out  their  the  found 


ftarry  wings 


^ 

« 
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.  *Of  his  fierce  chariot  roll'd,  as  with  the  found  • 

Of  torrent  floods,  or  of  a  numerous  hoft.  83^' 

i  He  on  his  impious  foes  right  onward  drove,  ». 

Gloomy  as  night ;  under  his  burning  wheels 
The  ftcdfaft  empyrean  fhook  throughout. 
All  but  the  throne  itfcli"  of  God.    -FuU  focm  1  j 

».  Among  them  he  arriv'd,  in  his  right  hand      '     SjJ  1 
Grafping  ten  thouiand  thunders,  which  he  icnt 
Before  him,  fuch  as  in  tlieir  fouls  iniix'd 
Plagues  i  they  aAoni/h'd  all  refinance  loft^  4 

All  courage  i  down  their  idle  weapons  droptj 

Oct 

Of  tonent  Hoods,  or  of  a  tnunc    And  again,  OdylT.  XI.  60;. 
louthofi. 

'jfuj  rmhtn  ihi  Htiing  ertmtwa  vitMt, 

tie  tuhrtli  luent  bj  ibm;  and  luhin      CUawg  m  right  btfiandi.   firoome. 
lluf  lunt  I  btard  tht  mifi  ef  tbiir 
,      ^ah«it  Hit  tbineifiBf  trial  ivaleri,        Slj.    The  fiid/aft  emtyrian  Jh(^ 
ai  till  tm/t  »f  mh^.  I,  19,  24.  thr»*ibaut,  ]    tht  pilars  ef 

JJiatitn   trtmblt,   aid  art   afimijbd 
832.  Gkam  at  «i*/i]    From   M  bit  rtfrBef,  Job  XXVI.  ii. 
^lomcr,    Iliad.  XII.  462.    where  Humi. 

I^e  tranJlator  makes  afc  of  Miltoo's 
words.  8  j8,  plapai ;]  The  panfe  reftiog 

io  upon  the  firft  Syllable  of  the  verte 
«*      — S</''«p'li&flpl  J«/J*i«©-Ej(,1«i;,  makes  this  word  very  cmphatkal. 
Nfx7<  '^of  eCTaA(tr7®'  uvtfxia.      The  reader  may  fee  beauties  of  the 
fame  kind  ia  IV.  350.  and  the  naie 
Now  rdhing  in,  the  fiirioiu  chief  there. 

appears, 
^/(*»j  ai  Might !        Pope.  •—  otken  on  the  grafs 

CoBCh'd 
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O'CTuilelds  and  helms  and  helmed  heads  he  rode  849 
Of  Thrones  and  mighty  Seraphim  proftrate. 
That  wi(h'd  the  mountains  now  might  be  agaia 
Thrown  on  them  as  a  fhelter  from  his  ire. 
Nor  lefs  on  either  fide  tempeflaous  fell 
His  arrows,  from  the  fourfold^viiag'd  Four         ^^c 
Diftind:  with  eyes,  and  from  the  living  wheels 
Diftinft  alike  with  multitude  of  t^^-^ 
One  Spirit  in  them  rul'd,  and  every  eye 
^Glar'd  lightning,  and  fhot  forth  pernicious  fire 
Among  th*  accurs'd^  that  withered  all  their  fiiengtb. 

And 

Couched,  nd  nowfiU'd  with  pa-  Wliofe  carcalb  on  ground  wetv 
fture  gazing  fat.  honiUjr  proibate. 

S41.  Of  Tbrmus  and  mghty  St-  And  B.  3.  Cant.  la.  St.  30. 
raphim  frofiratt^  ]    MUton 

commonly  pronounces  this  word^  Before  fair  firitomart  ihe  ieU  pio» 

as  we  do,  with  the  accent  upon  the  Ibrate.                                  « 
firft  fyllable.    See  I.  280.  X.  1087. 

1090.   But  here  the  accent  is  upon  ^42*   ^'^  nmfl>^i  tU  momntmm 

the  laft  fyUable,  and  fo  Fairfax  ofes  ^nw  mi^t  ht  t^mn  &e.]  Sa 

It  in  his  tranflation  of  Tafib,Cant.  i  •  ^^'  VI.  1 6.  liny /aid  to  tbfmmai'^ 

St.  83.  ^Aff^t  Fidi  on  MS,  and  tide  ut  fron^ 

He  heard  the  weftem  Lords  would  it£^'' jj  SL '?f  ^''1  "•/. '^ 
«ndcnnine  fe  ^^Ifc/^'  'wraib  0/ tU 

His  city's  wall,  and  lay  his  tow'r»  r^  3^  u  aJ^^  «PPlj«a>le. 
Moftrite  ^^  **  ^^  ***^  ^^^^  ovcrwhelm- 

proar«c.  ^  ^^j^  mountains.     See  ver.  65c. 

And  Spenfer,  I  think,  commonly   What  was  fo  terrible  bifore,  du^ 
pronounces  it  in  this  manner.  Fairy   wiih'd  as  ajbtlur  now. 
Queen.  B.  2.  Cant.  8.  St.  $4. 

^J.  Tit 
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•  And  of  tlieir  wonted  vigor  left  them  drain'd,       ^r  I  y 
Exhaufted,  fpiritlefs,  afflidcd,  fall'n. 
Yet  half  his  ftrength  he  put  not  forth,  but  check'd 


,  8j3.  Tfl  half  bitfirenglh  ht  put 
m4  fcrth,  &C.]  There  is  no 
■nelHon  but  Milian  had  heated  hii 
imaginaiion  with  the  fight  of  the 
t  Gooj  in  Homer,  before  he  enter'd 
upon  this  engagement  of  the  An- 
gels. Homer  there  gives  us  a  fcetie 
of  men,  heroes,  and  Gods,  mix'd 
together  in  battel.  Mats  animatts 
tlii;  contending  armies,  and  lifts  up 

h  heard  dillinfUy  amidft  all  the 
fliouts  and  confuJion  of  the  fight. 
Jupiter  at  the  fame  time  thunders 
Over  their  heads;  while  Neptune 
-  raifes  fuch  a  tempell,  that  the 
iriiolc  field  of  battel,  and  all  the 
tops  of  the  mountains  Ihakc  about 
Aem.  The  poet  tells  us,  that 
Pluto  himfelf,  whofc  habitation 
.  was  in  the  very  center  of  the 
earth,  was  fo  affrighted  at  the 
fl)ock,  that  he  leap'd  from  hit 
throne.  Homer  afterwards  de- 
£:ribe3  Vulcan  as  pouring  down  a 
form  of  fire  upon  the  river  Xan- 
tbns,  and  Minerva  as  throwing  a 

^k  at  Mars;  who,  he  tells  us, 
er'd  feven  acres  in  his  fall.  At 
Homer  has  introduced  into  his 
battel  of  the  Gods  every  thing 
that  is  great  and  terrible  in  na- 
ture, Milton  has  filled  his  figlit 
<if  good  and  bad  Angels  with  all 
tte  tike  c&cumftances  of  horror. 
The  Ihouu  of  armies,  the  rattling 


of  brazen  clrariotJ,  the  hurling  of 

rocks  and  mountains,  the  earth- 
quake, the  lire,  the  thunder,  are 
aiX  of  them  employ'd  to  lift  up 
the  reader's  imagination,  and  give 
him  a  fuitable  idea  of  fo  great 
an  afUon.  With  what  ait  has  the  11 
poet  rcprefcmed  the  whole  body  of  1 
the  earth  trembling,  even  before  &    W 


All  Heav'n  refoundad,  tnd  had 

Earth  been  then. 
All  Earth  had  to  her  center  Oiotjk. 

In  how  fublime  and  juft  a  mamier 
does  he  afterwards  delcribe  the 
whole  Heaven,  fhaking  uodcr  the 
wheels  of  the  MeJIiah't  charioCi 
with  that  exception  to  the  thniu 
of  God  I 

—  Under  his  burning  wheels 
The    ftedfall  empyrean    Ihook 

throughout. 
All  but  the  throne  itfelf  of  God. 

Notwithftanding  the  Mefliah  ap- 
pears clothed  with  fo  ntuch  ter- 
lor  and  majelly,  the  poet  haa  ftill 
found  means  to  make  his  readers 
conceive  an  idea  of  him,  beyond 
what  he  himfdf  was  able  to  de- 
fwilK. 


^kVI.     PARADISE  LOST. 

HiAiunder  in  mid  voly ;  for  he  meant 
Not  to  deftroy,  but  root  them  out  of  Heaven : 
The  overthrown  he  rais'd,  and  as  a  herd 
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Of 


Tec  half  his  (Irength  he  put  not 

forth,  bat  checked 
Ks  thuiMler  in  mid  voly;  for  he 

meant 
Not  to  deilroy*  but  root  them  out 

of  Heaven. 

In  a  wordy  Milton^s  genius*  which 
was  fo  great  in  itfelf,  and  fo 
firen^hen'd  by  all  the  helps  of 
leanung,  appears  in  thb  book 
every  way  equal  to  his  fubjedt, 
which  was  die  moft  fublime  that 
codd  enter  into  the  thoughts  of  a 
poet.  As  he  knew  all  the  aru  of 
affedUng  the  mind,  he  knew  it 
was  neceflary  to  give  it  certain 
refting  places,  and  opportunities 
of  recovering  itfelf  from  time  to 
time :  he  has  therefore  with  great 
addrefs  interfperfed  fe  veral  fpeeches, 
refledions,  (imilitudes,  and  the  like 
reliefs  to  diverfii^  his  narration, 
and  eafe  the  attention  of  the  reader, 
that  he  might  come  frelh  to  hb 
great  adUon,  and  by  fuch  a  contraft 
of  ideas  have  a  more  lively  tafle  of 
the  nobler  parts  of  his  defcription. 

Addifon, 
Ytt  half  htsftnngth  he  put  notfirtb^ 
&c.  This  £ne  thought  is  fomewhat 
like  that  of  the  Pfalmift,  LXXVIII. 
38.  But  he  being  full  of  tampafjIioH^ 
forgave  their  iniquity,  and  drftroyed 
them  not ;  yea^  marry  a  time  tumtd  be 
his  anger  arway^  and  did  not  fir  up 


tSl  bis  wrath.  And  it  greatly  ex- 
ceeds Hefiod,  who  makes  Jupiter 
upon  a  like  occafion  exert  all  h^ 
ftrength.  Hef.  Theog.  687. 

ethXA  vv  Ttyt 
E/9tf p  fxiv  //.Vc©-  nrKnvIo  ^uu, 

€K  cTs  Ti  ^AffOP 

856.  ...„.^^  and  as  a  btrd 
Ofgoau  &c.]  It  may  fcem  Grange 
that  our  author  amidft  ib  many 
fublime  images  ihould  intermix  fo 
low  a  comparifon  as  this.  But  k 
is  the  pradice  of  Homer;  and  we 
have  (ome  remarkable  inilances  ia 
the  fecond  book  of  the  Iliad,  wheit 
in  a  pompous  defcription  of  the 
Grecians  going  forth  to  battel^ 
and  amidft  the  glare  of  fcveral 
noble  fimilitudes,  they  are  com- 
pared for  their  number  to  flies  ahcui 
a  Jhepheri's  uttage,  when  the  milk 
moiftens  the  path ;  and  after  he  ]u# 
compared  Agamenmon  to  Jove, 


Mars,  and  Neptune,  he  compaz^jb 
him  again  to  a  bulL  But  we  mvfm 
obferve  to  the  advantage  of  our 
author,  that  this  low  iimile  is  not 
apply'd,  as  Homer's  are,  to  the 
perfons  he  meant  to  honor,  but  to 
the  contrary  party;  and  the  lower 
the  companion,  the  more  it  ck- 
prcHes  their  defeat.     And  there  is 

the 
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Of  goats  or  timorous  flock  together  throng'd 
Drove  them  before  him  thundcr-ftruck,  piSrrucd 
With  terrors  and  with  furies  to  t&e  bounds 
And  oyftal  wall  of  Heav'n,  which  op«ng  wid^   ^ 
RoU'd  inward,  and  a  ^Mcious  g^p  diicloe'd      •.    9mm 
Into  the  waffeful  deep;  the  monftroni  fij^ 
-  ^  Struck tfaea with  hcn-or backward,  but&rworfe 
,    Uig'd  liiBin'bdiind;  headlong  themfelves  they  dire«|| 

»      the  greater  propriety  in  tKe  flmlli-  Mtetid  to  the  mlnatmefi  of  Atf 

« tode  of  gcati  pardcuiarly,  bccaufe  figurative  dillinflion  betwetu  gma 

our  Safioar  rcprefeno  die  wicked  and  (hccp,    however  beandftl   it 

■nder  the  fame  image,  uthe  good  may  be  in  its  proper  place  :  or  W- 

,"  anailtAtitfifrp.  MauXKV.  ^i-  he  bad  defigned  it,  bewootdhart 

AU  it  PtdlfH  tht  firtf  en  Hi  right  aroided  the  anbimiltf  of  fudl  t 

*  itnil,  hit  til  mati  m  tht  left.  For  word  ajbck,  iriiic^  feetiu  impro- 

vrlti^  reaCon  Dr.  Pearce  is  of  opi-  per  either  to  goats  or  deer. 

Itton  that  by  a  tim^nui  fieri  are  n«t  „         ,_  ,                    ,      .  ,  ,    . 

teant  Ibe^  bat  deer,  that  epithet  ^^9-  ^T*'*"^  -^  ^'*-'^ 

l>eing  a,  it  were  appropriatid  by  V  ntTtV'^L^^tl^ 

the  loet.  to  that  aS.     VirJl  «^"  ^  G'J  J, /tt  fi^^fi^J^ 

bu  I^rf  a™*  twice  at  leaft.  Or  ^"J  ff'fi  ^ '  «><*  th^yW^rfr 


^l 


eil  frcqiieatly  v&tifan^  for  luA 


'^fi.     But  he  would  hardly  hax 


■iairdthefatneaMv/e/^jt-a^j.  and  S,""    Pfjl""          _      ,           ,„ 

^K«a/<..i immediately  aftemards,  ^"'S-  ^"-.^''-.^^  ^\*'-  "j    , 

and  reitbcr  wouW  hi  have  ufed  376.  474-  4=.    And  fo  the  worf    i 

the  exwefion  of  timr,^  fiock  for  f"™*  »  »«  "f"!  here.                        ^ 

a  hciVtflf  deerincontradiftinftion  865.            —  itemal •uarath 

-         to  a  herd  of  goats,  tho' it  is  a  proper  /tvnrf  after  tbem  to  tht  hettmi^ 

afarafe  for  Iheep,  which  feem  plain-  pit.'\  The  uncommoti  Meft-    i 

qr  to  be  meant  by  it.     And  it  is  iurc  of  this  Tcrfe,  with  only  oM    * 

Jirobable  that  in  the  hightb  and  Iambic  foot  in  it,  and  that  Ae  \A, 

uiy  of  hij  defcripcion  he  did  not  is  admirably  contriv'd  to  cxprefi  the  1 


iQ 

^C^^^^~^^^^B 

^ 

— ^■^— ^^^ 
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Down  from  the  verge  of  Heav'n ;  eternal  wrath  865 
Burnt  a&CT  them  to  the  bottomlefs  pit! 

Hell  heard  th'  unfufFerablc  noife,  Hell  iaw 
Heav'n  ruining  from  Heav'n,  and  would  have  fled 
Aflirightedi  but  ftrift  fate  had  caft  too  deep 
Her  dark  foundations,  and  too  faA  had  bound.      870 
Nine  days  they  fell;  confounded  Chaos  roar'd. 
And  felt  tenfold  confufion  in  their  £iU 

Through 


idea.  The  beauty  of  k  arif« 
chiefly  from  the  Pvmchius  in  the 
^rd,  uid  the  Trooiee  in  the  fourth 

Burnt  after  them  to  the  bottom' 
Icfspit; 

9nil  change   them    into    lambici, 
^vhich  fome  perhaps  would  think 
iKtter,  and  it  will  Ipfe  its  efFcfi  i 
'  Burnt  after  them  to  Hcll'i  VV' 
mendoiu  pit. 

XAilton  himfelf  waj  fo  fenGble  of 
Chis  beaaty,  that  he  repeati  it  m 
3*4ra(]ife  RegniaM.  I.  360. 

■  bat  was  driven 
With  them  from  blifi  to  the  bot- 
lomlcls  deep. 
-  ft&S.Htavnruiaing/nniHea-v'n.') 
^uimBg  is  here  ufed  as  a  deponent; 
rt  ii  a  beautiful  way  of  fpcakin^, 
4nd  very  e:cpreflive  of  the  idea ;  it 
la  fbandcd  on  the  notion  of  the 
C^tin  rv.-iM  from  rw.  And  Milron 
berc:  fDllow'd  ih«  fcnfe  of  the  Iia- 
^n  word  roviaart  or  niinari,  which 


in  the  diflionary  Delia  Crufca  ii 
explain'd  by  falling  headlong  and 
violently  from  a  higher  to  a  uiwer 
pUce.  Ftarct. 

The  word  raining  in  this  place  is 
the  Italian  word  rmnando  Angli- 
ci£*d,  which  cxprelTesin  the  ftrongeft 
manner  the  idea  which  the  author 
wants  to  convey,  »  it  denotes  any 
thi.ig  falling  down  with  ruin  and 
precipitation.  To  give  one  infiancc 
out  of  a  ihoofand.  Taflb  Gier.  14- 
berata.  Cant.  9.  St.  39. 

Come  nc  1'  Apennin  robufla  ^ 
anta, 

Che  fpreiio  d'Eoro,  e  d'Aquilon 
la  guerra 

Se  turbo  inuJitato  al  fin  la  fchi- 

Gli  albcri  intomo  m>n>«./ii  atterrt. 

The  following  infiancc  may  be  add- 
ed too  ftoiu  Marina,  Adon.  Cant.  I. 
St.  36. 
Kf'w'Mio&dal'etbeicamoIe.. 

Tfyrr. 
S7(.  Hilt dajt Iky  f!l\]hDAia 
in  Book  I.  ;o. 
Sf  Nin. 
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By  what  is  paft-,  to  thcc  I  have  revaaVd  895 

What  might  have  clfe  to  human  race  becniiidfr 
The  difcord  which  befcl,  and  war  10  Heaven 
,  '-'    Among  th' angelic  Pow'rs,  and  the  deep  ^1 

'  Of  thofe  too  high  afpiring,  who  ftbdl'd,/  -  9  .  4  | 
Widi  Satan;  he  who  envies  novr  thv  Aalc^  -  '  :'  ale 
^.i    AVhonowii  plotting  how  he  may  ftduce. 
0^  .  ^hee  alio  from  obedience,  that  \vidi  him  f^^ 

Berei'd 

V         By  likaiing  rpritud  to  corporal  flruftion  retjnirei  Um,  u  Dr.  Bent- 

■    *  fb^BU,  cff  ley  liys:  or  it  any  be  underflood 

,  ■  .n-  tid  it  »  indeed  the  bell  defenre  '''  "  "  "^'^  "^'"  •«•  'hfi^'- 

{,*  Aai  cm  be  made  for  the  bold  fie-        909.  Tfy  luiaJitr  ;]  As  St  Peter 

'      tioni  in  thii  book,  which  tho' fome  calli  the    wife  ibt  lutaitr  •etffil. 

f   ^«  .VM  readen  perhaps  msy  blame,  I  Pet.  III.  7. 

Jet  the  coldell,  I  Goaceive,  cannot 
at  admire.     It  ii  remarkable  too        It  may  perhapi  be  agnnble  to 

irith  what  art  and  beauty  the  poet  the  reader  to  find  here  at  the  con- 

■  •     from  the  highih  and  fublimity  of  clufian  of  this  fixch  book  the  com- 

-  tiie  roit  of  tlui  book  detcend^  here  mendations,  which  Lord  RofcOm- 

^M  at-tiia  dolt:  of  it,    like  die  lark  mon  has  beftow'd   upon  it  in  his 

^(ff  from  her  lolticft  notes  in  the  cloud*,  EfTay  on  tranllated  verfe,   nd  to 

r  '    to  thi  mofl  profaic  £mplicity  of  which  Mr.  Addilbn  refcR  in  a  note 

*    language  and  numbers;  a  fimpli-  above.  That  truly  noble  critic  and 

^?     «ity  which  not  only  gira  it  variety,  poet  is  there  making  his  complamti 

•^  but  the  greateil  majefty,  as  Milton  of  the  baibarout  bondage  of  rime, 

Mimfelf  Items  to  have  thought  by  and  wifhes  that  the  Englifli  would' 

jBwayscboo.'^ngtogivetherpcechcs  fliake  off  the  yoke,  haviDgfogood 

yof  Ood   and  the  Melliah  in  that  an  ey.imple  before  them  ai  ihc  au- 

ftile,  tho'  thcfe  I  fuppofe  are  the  thor  of  ParaJife  Lofl. 

V     pan*  of  this  poem,  whieli  Dryden  _,  r    1      ■ 

~     cenfurcs  as  the  fiats  which  he  often  "*  '"'"'^  *^'*"'  "■""«  "  pethapj  the 

•      met  with  for  thirty  or  fony  line*  ~     i"^!f' 

toccthcr.  ^™  ^I'^y"  "">".  we  flight  more     ■ 

•■  uftful  laws, 

^<X>.  With  Satan;  hfoiHrniitt  For  that,  in  Greece  or  Rome    vox    J 

.         .       wvi  ihj  fiatt,  ]  The  con-  nerw  known,  '  A 

,     *■   '  TiH    J 
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I. 

With  jubilee  advanc'd  j  and  as  they  went, 

Shad^  wfth  branching  palm,  each  order  bright,   885 

Sung  triumph,  and  him  fung  viftorious  King, 

Son,  Heir,  and  Lord,  to  him  dominion  given^ 

Worthieft  to  reign :  he  celebrated  rode 

Triumphant  through  mid  Heav'n,  into  the  courts 

And  temple  of  his  mighty  Father  thron'd  890 

'On  high;  who  into  glory  him  received. 

Where  now  he  fits  at  the  right  hand  of  blifs. 

Thus  meafuring  things  in  Heav'n  by  things  on  Earth, 

At  thy  requeft,  and  that  thou  may'fl  beware 

I.  By 

like  that  mFurfax^sTaiTo,  Cant.  9.        HermMralbreacb^rttHniing^^btnci 
St.  59.  it  roird.]  Rfturmng  is  to  b#    '• 

Fit  hoafe  for  them,  the  houfc  of  1^''!,^?.^?^'^^?''  "h"*  *^'"' 
^•r  «^ J  ^,-  and  not  with  treach.    Heaven  re- 

grief  and  pain.  ^^^^  ^^  .^  ^,^^^.  ^^^  ^^^  ^ 

An  inftance  this,   and  there   are  preffion    (as  we  noted   before)  is 

others,  that  Milton  made  ufe  of  not  very  accurate.  Heaven  repaired 

the  trandation  of  Taflb,  as  well  as  her    mural   breach^    and    nturud  ^ 

of  the  original.  whena  it  roltd.                                  .  , 

o  ^7^'^iMJen'JHe^^^^  ggg.    jy^Oi.Ji  /•  reign:}    Al- 

So  T:dro  when  Michael  has  drove  j^^ing  to  Rev.  IV.  ii.TiL  art 

the  infernal  Soints  to  HcU.  Gier.  ^^^^,^^   ^  j^^^  ^^  ^^^^.^,^    , 

Lib.  Cant.  9.  St.  66.  ^„^  j^^  ^j  ^^^^^  ^^    ^^^  ^^  *< 

Liberato  da  lor  quella  A  negra         making  the  Angels  fing  the  famn.*-' 
Faccia  depone  il  mondo,  <  ^  ral-    divine  fong  that  St.  John  heard  / 
legra.  them  fing  in  his  vifion. 

The  earth  delivered  from  fo  foul         ^         -,  /...*.- 

annoy  ^93-    ^-^»'  miofwfiMg  thugs  tn 

Recaird  her  beauty,  and  refum'd  „     HianTnly  tlnng,  imE^hZiz.\ 

her  joy.      Fairfax.        ^Jhytr.  He  repeats  the  fame  kind  of  apo- 

^  ^  ^  logy  here  in  the  conclufion,  tliac 

Dijlurdend  Heav'n  reJoiVd,  and  he  made  in  the   beginning  of  his 

Jbon  repair  d  narration.  Sec  V.  573.  t^c. 

S  f  2  Bf  . 


yli^i'annd  with  vengeance)  C 

vidorioiu  Son 
(ggiilpnce  of  paternal  Deity] 
CnJpipc  ten  uoufand  chundt 


The  end  c 
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